COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 9th September 2013


PRESENT

	Councillors
	Councillors

	Bond, C.
	Jones, C.

	Bonner, B.
	Kearns, P.

	Brophy, C.
	Kenny, G.

	Coburn, E.
	King, C.

	Corr, M.
	Lahart, J.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lavelle, W.

	Delaney, T.
	Lawlor, B.

	Dermody, A-M.
	Looney, D.

	Devine, M.
	McDonagh, M.

	Duff, M.
	O’Connell, G.

	Gilligan, T.
	Ridge, T.

	Hannon, J.
	Tuffy, E.

	Higgins, E.
	Walsh, E.


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	D. McLoughlin 

	Directors / Heads of Function


	C. Henehan, P. Murphy, B. Coman, 
F. Nevin, J. Quinlivan, T. Kavanagh, 

E. Conroy

	Senior Executive Officers
	Y. Dervan,  H. Hogan, L. Kelly, 
C. Lehane 

	Senior Architect
	P. de Roe 

	Senior Planner
	C. Ryan

	Administrative Officers
	T. O’Neill, E. Leech

	A/Administrative Officer 
	B. Martin 

	A/Staff Officer 
	B. Gorman

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne

	I.T.
	J. Doyle 


The Mayor, Councillor D. Looney, presided.
Prior to the commencement of the meeting, the Mayor called for a minute’s silence in memory of a recently deceased member of staff, Housing Inspector Mr. Kevin Tallon RIP.
H1/0913
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
a) Minutes of Annual Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 28th June 2013 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell.

b) Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 8th July 2013 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr.

H2/0913
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H3/0913
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE & FINANCE COMMITTEE
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H4/0913
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - ENVIRONMENT SPC
REPORT of Meeting, 2nd September 2013:
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. J. Quinlivan, Director of Environmental Services, and was CONSIDERED:
“Attendance

Members
Officials


Councillor John Lahart Cathaoirleach
John Quinlivan, Director Environmental Services 

Councillor Breda Bonner 

Teresa Walsh, Director of Roads and Water Services Councillor Emma Coburn
Yvonne Dervan, Senior Executive Officer


Councillor Máire Devine
            
Maire NiDhomhnaill, Project Manager

Councillor John Hannon


Sorcha O’Brien, Environmental Awareness Officer

Councillor Gus O’Connell

 
   
Councillor Eamonn Tuffy


   
  


Councillor Eamonn Walsh
  


 

Sectoral Interests

Una Ruddock 

Connie Kiernan – Community Forum

Apologies

Councillor Chris Bond


Councillor William Lavelle
 
Sherri Brennan 

Mary Keegan

Pat Lee

    

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor John Lahart presided.
Item 1

Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 7th May 2013. 

Proposed by, Cllr Devine seconded by Cllr O’Connell and Agreed 
Item 2

Matters Arising 

Running order of SPC items was amended as reflected in order below

Item 3

Irish Water Update

Teresa Walsh, Director of Roads and Water Services gave a presentation updating the members on the process of Water Services transition to Irish Water. Following contributions from Cllr Lahart, Cllr Devine, Ms Ruddock, Cllr Hannon, Cllr O’Connell, Ms Walsh, Director of Roads and Water Services responded to questions from the members. Ms Walsh also stated that a further update report will be brought to the O&P meeting on 19th September 2013.  It was agreed to liaise with Irish Water to provide a schedule or map of water meter installation prior to that work commencing within the County and this will be brought to the Area Committee Meetings.
Item 4

Litter Fine & Payment Update

Yvonne Dervan, Senior Executive Officer gave an update presentation on Litter Fines and Payments. Following contributions from Cllr Lahart, Cllr Walsh, Cllr Hannon, Cllr Devine, Ms Kiernan, Cllr O’Connell and Cllr Walsh, Director of Services, J Quinlivan responded to queries raised. 

Item 5

Draft Litter byelaws 

Following a report on the Litter bye-laws by Maire Ni Dhomhnaill and contributions form Cllr O’Connell, Cllr Lahart it was agreed that the draft Litter Byelaws would be placed as a headed Item at the next Council meeting.
Item 6

Noise pollution presentation 
Director of Services, J Quinlivan gave a report on the Draft Dublin Environmental Noise Action Plan stating that the next step as per May’s SPC was to recommend the report to the Council for adoption. The committee recommended a delay in recommending the report to allow for Mr O’Brien to be present at Novembers SPC to answer any possible queries on the report.  
Item 7

Yvonne Dervan, Senior Executive Officer gave a report on the Draft Horse Bye Laws. Following contributions from Ms Kiernan, Cllr O’Connell Cllr Devine and Cllr Lahart, Director of Services, J Quinlivan responded to queries raised. It was agreed that the Draft Horse Byelaws go out to consultation and an update report be brought back to the next SPC  

A.O.B. 

The meeting concluded at 7p.m.”
The report was NOTED.
H5/0913

REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES   
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

QUESTIONS FOR NOTING
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions numbered Q1 - Q23 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
Mr. P. Murphy, Director of Corporate, Human Resources and Libraries, drew the Members attention to the response to Question 20 and reminded Members that the closing date for receipt of comments is Friday 11th October 2013.
Q1/0913

PROPERTY TAX

QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine

To ask the Manager for an update on the Property Tax received to date and list what additional services this revenue will provide to the residents of SDCC?

REPLY:
The Revenue Commissioners provided the following preliminary data as at 23rd of July 2013 relating to collection of the Local Property Tax:

	23-Jul-13
	LPT Declared
	LPT Paid

	South Dublin Co Co
	€15,326,162
	€10,739,591


The Government has committed the revenue from the local property tax to support the provision of local services in 2014.   Traditionally the local government fund has been allocated to support a range of services including the following - public parks; libraries; open spaces and leisure amenities; planning and development; fire and emergency services; maintenance and cleaning of streets; provision of footpaths and street lighting.  A broad range of user groups benefit from these services including: local citizens, local communities, local businesses and visitors to South Dublin.  The Annual Budget process for 2014 will propose expenditure on services based on the funds available to the Council from a range of sources including the allocation to South Dublin from projected 2014 local property tax income.  Details about the proposed 2014 services including additional services will be discussed with the members as part of the 2014 Budget process.

Q2/0913

DERELICT SITES 

QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine

To ask the Manager for a report on derelict sites in the County - to include those still under consideration and those reported by the public?


REPLY: 
At present there are 2 sites on the Derelict Sites Register with one further site having been served with a Notice of Intention to enter on the Register. A review of all sites examined over the last number of years is currently ongoing with a view to updating records and taking enforcement action as necessary. This review of recent sites is part of a renewed drive to deal with the derelict sites issue across the county.

Q3/0913

REFUNDABLE LEVY
QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine
To ask the Manager in an attempt to enhance the anti-litter campaign that this Council endorses a "returnable levy" on all plastic and glass bottles?

REPLY:
In July 2012 A Resource Opportunity – Waste Management Policy in Ireland was launched. This outlines the Government's policy on waste management and sets out the objective targets and achievements in relation to the various waste streams. The document shows that Ireland is in fact ahead of targets in relation to recycling/diversion of plastics and glass and that this has been achieved through various initiatives including bring facility/collection arrangements, economic instruments and incentives etc.

In determining how to make further progress on the performance to date, the document commits to the investigation and implementation of a variety of objectives in areas such as collection, producer responsibility, incentives and economic instruments etc all aimed at further improving current achievements.

This Council supports any initiative that assists in the achievement of environmental targets and improves environmental practice generally.

Q4/0913
ARBORICULTURAL PROGRAMME 

QUESTION: Councillor T. Gilligan
To ask the Manager to outline council policy in relation to allowing residents to pay for services. e.g. is it 50/50 with the council? In relation to tree pruning, what would the cost be to residents? Can they get trees pruned from private companies elsewhere?
REPLY:
The pruning of trees in public areas forms part of the Council's Arboricultural Programme which is carried out bi-annually in the Spring and in the Autumn by trained and qualified staff from the Council's Public Realm. The Tree Maintenance (Arboricultural ) programme is formulated on clearly identified criteria which includes dead  dangerous and diseased  trees, trees interfering with public lighting and where the roots of trees are uplifting footpaths and works to be included are consistent with good Arboricultural practice.  

The Annual Tree Maintenance Programme is the subject of consultation with the Members at Area Committee level to enable the Members to have input into areas of concern. The Arboricultural Programme is funded from the Council’s Revenue Resources.

The maintenance of trees on private lands are a matter for the private landowner.

Q5/0913

GRASS CUTTING
QUESTION: Councillor C. King
To ask the Manager to specify the cost of grass cutting throughout the County during the grass cutting period up until September 1st 2013 and to compare this to the same period last year and to state whether the same volume was cut as last year. Finally could the Manager state how many times the Belgard Rd was cut in 2013 in comparison to 2012 and to state the costs associated with both periods?

REPLY:
The cost of grass cutting is not readily available as a defined programme of work as the financial reporting set up under the old Parks Section focused on geographic areas rather than work programmes. It is therefore only possible to give an approximation of the cost of the grass cutting programme for the county in 2012 at approximately €3,000,000.

The re-organisation of the Public Realm Maintenance Services earlier this year includes a re-organisation of all Public Realm budgets so that reports can be facilitated by both geography and work programme. The re-organisation of the budget is being prepared for the 2014 budgetary process later this year and will provide detailed Revised 2013 and Estimated 2014 budgets.

At the moment it is expected that the cost of grass cutting for 2013 will be approximately the same as for 2012. While the grassed areas to be cut have not changed since 2012, the weather in 2013 has facilitated much improved adherence to the grass cutting schedules. In addition to this efficiency and productivity improvements are providing much better value in terms of the numbers of cuts actually being delivered.

Over the last numbers of years the Belgard Road has been cut twice per year. In 2012 cuts at the beginning and end of the season cost approx €45,000 for the year. 

In 2013, the advent of the re-organisation of Public Realm Maintenance Services facilitated a revised approach that enabled a three week schedule to be put in place for all major roads – i.e. Belgard, N81, N4 and the Outer Ring. The first cuts took place in early June and the 3 week schedule has and will continue for the remainder of the cutting season - i.e. to mid/late October. The Belgard Road will then have received a total number of 6/7 cuts with the cost projected at €52,000 for the year.

Q6/0913

WINDOW REPLACEMENT 



QUESTION: Councillor C. King
To ask the Manager how much funding of the allocated 2013 budget for window replacement has been spent to date and to state how many houses have availed of the scheme during this budgeting period and to finally state how many homes have benefited in each LEA?
REPLY:
There are 83 houses have been completed under the windows/doors replacement programme in 2013and another 34 are in progress bringing the total to 117. See breakdown list in tables below.  In addition a further 19 have been sent to the contractor for pricing and it is estimated that there will be sufficient funding for a further 30, which will bring the overall total replacements for 2013 to 166.

	Budget
	No of Units completed
	No of Units in progress
	Total
	Expenditure 
to date
	Balance

	961,000
	83
	34
	117
	651,165
	309,835


Breakdown per area
	Tallaght
	Clondalkin
	Lucan
	Rathfarnham
	Total
	Current status

	46
	34
	1
	2
	83
	completed

	26
	7
	0
	1
	34
	in progress

	72
	41
	1
	3
	117
	 


Q7/0913
TALLAFEST

QUESTION: Councillor C. King
To ask the Manager to send a letter of congratulations to all organisers, volunteers and participants in the recent "Tallafest - Town and Country Fair" which was a huge success by all accounts which brought back a sense of Community into Tallaght Village and reclaimed the space for the Community. This Council further wishes all of those involved the very best of luck in continuing and expanding the Festival into the future and offers them the continued support of South Dublin County Council?
REPLY: 
The Council acknowledges the success of "Tallafest - Town and Country Fair" and was happy to be in a position to support this new initiative by Tallaght Community Council aided by a team of a cross section of local community groups, national organisations, local businesses, dedicated volunteers and South Dublin County Council. The events took place on 6th & 7th July 2013 in Tallaght and Bohernabreena all of which were very well attended. 
The event - a 2 day free family festival celebrating the rich nature, history, arts and culture in Tallaght included a broad range of activities including guided nature walks, scouts demos, a tractor run, hill walks, writers workshop, history lectures, tug of war and a day full of live music on the main stage.

The council hopes that this will be the start of a regular festival and will support in any way we can.

A letter of congratulations will be sent to the organising committee.

Q8/0913

IRISH WATER - FLUORIDATION
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to schedule a meeting between the elected members and the new CEO of Irish Water to discuss the issues regarding the fluoridation of drinking water?
REPLY:
The Health (Fluoridation of Water Supplies) Act 1960, mandated compulsory fluoridation by Local Authorities. The addition of fluoride to water is in accordance with EPA standards  and the public water supply is monitored to ensure compliance with all water quality legislation and standards.  The appropriate authority in this instance is the Minister for Health.  If the question is approved a letter will issue to the Minister from this Council.

Q9/0913

CONTRACT MAINTENANCE OF PUBLIC REALM
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to provide details (including costs) of contractors employed by the Council for ongoing works relating to the maintenance of the public realm (e.g. grass-cutting, litter management, hedge-cutting, etc) in each of the past five years?
REPLY:
Members are aware that responsibility for the maintenance of the Public Realm was until this year held by the Environment and Parks Sections which have now been amalgamated. The Maintenance Programmes come mainly under the main headings of Grass Cutting, Litter Management and Tree/Hedge Management etc and are carried out by Council Staff.

There are two areas where this maintenance work is contracted out and the following are the costs associated with each over the last 5 years -

	 
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	Estimated 
2013

	Street Sweeping Contracts
	 €2,770,786
	€3,165,377
	€2,766,174
	€2,520,829
	€2,055,259
	€2,000,000

	Hire of specialist 
Tree
Surgeons
	 €76,706
	€30,569
	€31,215
	€9,992
	€25,255
	 


Q10/0913

GATEWAY LABOUR ACTIVATION
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager, further to my motion to the January meeting, for details of this council's involvement, or proposed involvement, in the new Local Authority Social Employment Scheme; in particular with respect to any proposals for use of this scheme to augment ongoing efforts to enhance our public realm including maintenance of our parks?

REPLY:
The Action Plan for Jobs sets out the Governments enhanced labour market activation strategy which sets out to maximise the number of positions than can be filled by those who are currently unemployed.  The scheme recognises the limited public resources at our disposal but notes that activation measures are targeted at those groups who are most at risk of long term unemployment as well as those who would benefit most from interventions.

As part of this Initiative the Minister for Social Protection confirmed that these include 2,500 Jobbridge places, 2,500 places on the Tús scheme, an additional 2, 000 community employment scheme places as well as   3,000 places in local authority social employment schemes.  The   scheme to be called "Gateway" is an initiative to reduce unemployment.   Work placements are a valuable route for participants to gain or update experience of the workplace, to learn new skills and to return to the routine of work. The scheme will assist the personal and social development of participants by providing short term work opportunities with the objective of bridging the gap between unemployment and re-entering the workforce.  

Participants must have been in receipt of jobseekers allowance for a minimum of 24 months.

Participants will be provided with a Fixed Term Contract (22Months only) between the individual and the Local Authority. Participants will work 19.5 hours per week / 39 hours per fortnight and will receive a payment equivalent to their rate of Jobseekers Allowance plus €20.00 per week with a minimum payment of €208.00 per week. 

There are currently 13 pilot local authorities, who are in the process of receiving lists of potential participants from the Department of Social Protection, and the local authorities will then begin the recruitment process. 

South Dublin County Council are not one of the Pilot Local Authorities, however in anticipation of the roll out of the scheme nationally, preliminary discussions have been held both internally and with the relevant Trade Unions to identify a broad range of opportunities that could be provided within this local authority and discussions have also been held with the relevant local Department of Social Protection representatives. 

South Dublin County Council will continue to identify relevant opportunities and also monitor the pilot local authorities to identify best practice before the roll out of the scheme nationally.   

Q11/0913

PLAYGROUND MAINTENANCE

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager for a report of the arrangements and resources currently in place for the ongoing maintenance and repair of playgrounds?
REPLY:
Provision is made each year in Division F for the maintenance of the playgrounds in the parks in the county. For the year 2013, financial provision of €86,500 was made in the Revenue Budget under F0302 - Playgrounds, to provide for the maintenance and repair of the sixteen playgrounds in the county.  A daily Playgrounds Inspections Programme is in place where local staff a required to inspect for litter, wear and tear and damage.  In addition, an annual independent inspection by RoSPA (Royal Society for Prevention of Accidents) approved playground inspectors is also carried out, which is in keeping with best practice. 

Any items noted which require remedial work are scheduled for attention. While primarily, repairs to playground equipment are undertaken by SDCC public realm maintenance staff, occasionally the work requires the use of a specialist contractor. As far as possible, playgrounds are managed to ensure optimum use, availability and enjoyment for play purposes.

Q12/0913
HOUSING GRANTS

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager for an update on funding and spending for 2013 for housing adaptation grants (HAGS/MAGS/HOPS) and the tenant disabled persons grants, and to state the Council's approach to seeking funding in Budget 2014 for these grants?
REPLY:
Housing Grant Schemes for older people and those who are disabled:
Housing Grant Schemes for older people and those who are disabled (HAGS, MAGS and HOPS) are financed 80% by the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government and 20% by the Council from its own resources. 

These grants are available in respect of owner occupied dwellings and certain rented dwellings (subject to written permission being provided by the Landlord).  The schemes provide that grants may be awarded by South Dublin County Council to qualified applicants subject to the criteria set out in the regulations and associated guidance documents issued by the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government (DoECLG).

The Council was notified by letter dated 1st March 2013 from DoECLG of its 2013 approved allocation for the payment of the Housing Adaptation Grants for Older People and People with a Disability Schemes in the sum of €1,213,986.05.   This allocation represented a 40% reduction (nationally) on the 2012 spend on these grants.  

Following a request of the Members, and careful in-house monitoring of ongoing demand and expenditure, the Council made two separate submissions to the DoECLG which outlined the position of the Council in relation to the funding and asked that favourable consideration be given to potentially sourcing additional funding for these vital Housing Grant Schemes. 

Two supplementary allocations of €100,889 and €156,934 respectively were approved in response to claims made to the Department bringing the *combined capital allocation to total €1,536,265.

We are continuing to administer the scheme by targeting funding at essential works only on the basis of medical needs prioritised below (as outlined in March 2013 DoECLG allocation notification letter):
Priority 1: Terminally ill or mainly dependent on family or a carer, or where alterations/adaptations would facilitate the discharge from hospital or alleviate hospitalisation in the future. 

Priority 2: Mobile, but needs assistance in accessing facilities, or where, without the adaptation the disabled persons' ability to function independently would be hindered. 

Priorty3: The applicant is independent, but requires special facilities to improve their quality of life, e.g. separate bedroom or living space. 

At the 31/08/2013, 143 grants totalling €1,151,527 were paid out and grants to a value of €444,252 were approved but not yet paid.  Therefore as this year's allocation is fully accounted for we are carefully monitoring 'take up' of approvals to ensure that any monies approved but not expended are brought back through the system. 

2014 Budgets:
The application to the DoECLG for the Council's share of the national allocation is normally made having regard to the following information requested annually:

·        Number and value of applications already granted approval

·        Number and value of applications on hand and awaiting approval

·        Projection of number and value payments for applications to be received in 2014

A review of the housing grant schemes is currently before the Minister for consideration.  

Local Authority Tenant Works:
There are currently circa 200 applications for various types of works required on our housing stock to improve the quality of life of tenants and housing applicants who have varying and severe medical needs.  The estimated financial cost of these works is c €1,469,000. 

Funding for these works is generally provided for from two sources as follows:

DoECLG - The Council received approval from DoECLG of 2013 funding in the sum     of €154,282 for the provision of extensions to council dwellings to facilitate seriously disabled persons.    90% of this amount is fully recoupable from the DoECLG ie €138,854.

This money is now fully expended and an application for additional funding was recently made to the DoECLG in the hope that some inroads may be made in addressing the critical needs of a number of applicants who require extensions to their dwellings and whose applications have been supported with strong medical and occupational therapy evidence.

SDCC Internal Capital receipts – while these are capital funds generated by the Council, the use of these receipts require the approval of the DoECLG. 

For 2013 a sum of €348,000 has been made available to meet the cost of varying types of works

2014 Budgets:
Being mindful of diminishing ICRs the provision for 2014 will be made based on availability of ICRs and the level of their use as approved by the DoECLG.

Q13/0913
IRISH WATER
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager for an updated schedule for the introduction of Irish Water and associated projects, and to make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
In April 2012, the Government announced the establishment of a Public Water Utility. Irish Water was established by the Water Services Act 2013. Additional legislation, later in the year, will result in Irish Water becoming the single Water Authority from 1st January, 2014; it will also require each local authority to enter into a service level agreement (SLA) to deliver water services on behalf of Irish Water.   

The Service Level Agreement may operate for a period of 12 years. Annual Service Plans will form the basis of day to day management and reporting on activities.

A Transition Impact Assessment is about to commence in 8 pilot Authorities including, South Dublin County Council, to inform what the key changes are at a local level and how they will impact on all aspects of the current service delivery. Arising from this assessment a Local Transition Plan will be completed which will list all the activities to be completed in order that the Council is ready for Operating Day 1 on 1st January next.

Transition activities will include:

· Protocols 

· SLA Management 

· Budget 2014 

· IT Infrastructure 

· Capital Transition 

· Complete Fact Finding 

· Metering 

· Preparing for Maximo Implementation 

· Balance Sheet Liability Statement 

· Non-Domestic Billing 

· Asset Priority / Risk reviews 

· GIS & SCADA Modelling 

· Fixed Asset Register 

· DBO and all High Value Contracts 

· WSRP Policy Agreements 

· Training 

· Testing 

· Communications 

Irish Water Programme Milestones:

Customer Launch - July 2013

Commence Meter Installation – August 2013

Operations Day 1 – January 1st 2014

Customer Validation [Domestic Customers] – Q3 2014

Billing Day 1 Domestic Customers – 2015

Billing Day 2 Commercial Customers – 2014
Operations Day 2 – IW structures, processes and technologies in place - 2015

Q14/0913

HALLOWEEN 2013


QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager to outline the Council's approach to Halloween 2013 in light of previously high clean up costs and other pressures on Council resources, and to make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
In 2013, the Council will promote and encourage a Safe Halloween with the objective of reducing injuries, environmental damage and the cost associated with this time of year. This year the Council will continue its approach to reducing bonfires and preventing the destruction of the landscape and public realm.

The campaign to reduce the availability of material for bonfires will continue. This will tackle a number of areas where material is traditionally sourced for bonfires. The waste and litter enforcement section will contact key waste generators of materials such as tyres, pallets and other industrial material in order to remind businesses of their responsibilities under the waste and litter legislation. In addition the waste and litter enforcement officers will be vigilant in locating materials hoarded and stored for bonfires.

Clondalkin Community Recycling Initiative has already commenced its door to door collection of WEEE in the County in the run up to Halloween. This is in conjunction with local communities and resident associations.

In 2013 the Council intends to allocate free access passes to the Civic Amenity through the Social Credit System during the month of October which will be redeemable before the end of October. This will be used as a reward for groups who are actively involved in their community and in making their place a better place for everyone. It is expected that this will reduce the cost of the scheme to a more manageable level and to remove the logistical issues associated with this event in 2012.

The Bulbs not Bonfires scheme will continue to be available through the Social Credits scheme rewarding groups who are actively involved in preventing bonfires with bulbs for planting throughout Halloween with the anticipation of Spring flowers.

Schools will receive a Halloween communication with details of the Halloween pack including information and activity sheets. Halloween workshops are planned for young people in association with the libraries in the County. 

Halloween is a special event in the annual calendar and seasonal celebrations targeting different age groups are planned at community centres and at public locations throughout the County. Full details will be circulated.

The Safe Halloween message will be reiterated through all of the Council's activities running up to the Halloween season. A communication campaign using social media, the Council's website and other local media is prepared to provide a constant reminder to the public of the joys and hazards of the season. 

Q15/0913

HGV MOBILITY

QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell

To ask the Manager if he would please make a statement on the proposed new regulations for the movement/restriction of certain vehicles through the county and in particular to clarify:

when will the new regulations come into effect

what will be the effect on roads that have an existing vehicle restriction 

will roads that have an existing vehicle restriction have to apply under the new regulations, and if yes under what format and who will decide 

what role will the existing traffic CCTV play in the implementation of the new regulations 

will the new regulations ensure that the (restricted) movement of unauthorised vehicles and traffic across designated roads and communities will be (1) easier to enforce (2) more strictly enforced

what guarantee can this Council give to residents who suffer from the movement of undesirable vehicles that the hazards caused by these vehicles will cease or be significantly reduced in the future?
REPLY:
The new regulations come into effect on 1st October 2013 after this date the existing regulation will no longer have any legal backing, the Council will therefore be obliged to remove the existing signs. Locations with existing vehicle weight restrictions will not have to reapply for statutory approval. All existing restrictions will be reviewed and those restrictions that are still relevant will be replaced in compliance with the recently adopted policy. 

These restrictions will be advised to the members prior to implementation at area committee meetings in September. 

The new restrictions limits will now be in sync with vehicle taxation and driver license categories (both in Ireland and across the EU) therefore there should no ambiguity when inspecting a vehicle for its weight. Drivers will be aware of their vehicles weight classification as their vehicles are manufactured for compliance with EU requirements.  

The Council cannot give the guarantees requested as enforcement will continue to be a matter for the Gardaí and the Council's CCTV will have no function in policing these restrictions.   

Q16/0913

CORKAGH PARK FISHERIES 

QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell

To ask the Manager for a report on the fisheries facility in Corcaigh Park and to address the following:

What is the purpose of the Corcaigh Park Fishing facility?

Has the facility been in operation year to date and if yes how does usage compare to similar periods in 2012 and 2011? What has been the income to the Council for each of these three periods?

When was the facility last put out to tender?

How many tenders were submitted?

What criteria were used in awarding the contract?

What is the life-span of the contract?

the Manager satisfied that this facility is serving its purpose?
REPLY:
The lakes, which constitute the Corkagh Park Fishery, are primarily flood control measures which were constructed in Corkagh Park on the Camac River in 1999/2000. The lakes were developed with the aim of being a sustainable ecological resource while also serving as a visitor attraction as a put and take fishery, which has become popular destination for park visitors. Fishing stands and platforms were provided to enhance angler safety and to facilitate access for disabled anglers.  Adjacent to the fishery, a small temporary reception building was provided which functions as a tackle shop / coffee shop with toilet facilities and a small outdoor seating area. This facility opened to the public in July 2004 and has been in use ever since. 

The fishery has been in operation year to date and on average about 7,000 fishing sessions take place every year. An annual licence fee is payable to the Council by the Operator. The operation of the Fishery was last put out to a stand alone tender in January 2010 for a three year period. Two companies submitted bids, one of which was not to specification. The selection criteria for the awarding the tender were as follows:

Understanding requirements of the Brief - 15% of the marks

Demonstration of appropriate experience - 15% of the marks

Customer Care focus, Management and Operational capacity - 20% of the marks

Financial Proposal - 40% of the marks

Marketing and Promotion - 10% of the marks

The award of contract was for a period of three years which expired earlier this year. The Fishery is temporarily being operated under the newly constituted contract for the Camac Valley Camping and Caravan Park which provides for same. while a tender for the operation of the Fishery as a separate activity is conducted. The Council is in the process of finalising tender documents for the Fishery and it is expected that they will be advertised in September. 

The Council is quite satisfied with the current management and operation of the Fishery.

Q17/0913
ASHTON DOG POUND
QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell

To ask the Manager for a report on the recent decision to award the Dog Pounding Service to Ashton Kennels and specifically to address the following and to make a statement on the matter:

- Does the decision comply with the following "2.—(1) Every local authority shall provide in the functional area of such authority such pounds as the county registrar shall, with the approval of the Minister, direct either generally or in any particular case, and every local authority shall maintain in accordance with this Act every pound provided by them under this Act. (Pounds Act 1935)"

- Exactly how many kennels are at Ashton??

- Do they have isolation kennels? How many kennels?

- How many dogs (from all areas not just SDCC) have been euthanized (pts) since 1st of August. 

- What breeds of dogs have been euthanized (pts)

- How many SDCC dogs have gone to rescue? What rescues?

- How do they plan to deal with disease outbreaks (especially given that appear to they have lots of volunteers coming and going walking dogs)?

- What arrangements are in place for dogs that require veterinary treatment?

- If the pts rate goes up by the end of the year will the council reconsider their decision or carry on with Ashton??

- Will there be regular veterinary inspections, if yes, who will carry out them out , will it be done by the same veterinary inspectors that deemed Ashton suitable in the first place or will it be carried out by separate and independent inspectors? 

- What has SDCC done to alert the public to the new venue for the dog pound and how has it been publicised  - and what will be done  to make people aware that the pound has moved across the city to Ashton. Dogs are often left in pounds because their owners don't know where or sometimes what a pound is. What onus is on the council to let people know of the change in service?

- What role, if any, does SDCC recognize can be played by animal welfare organisations, e.g. A Dogs Life, in the rescue and welfare of dogs vis a vis the Councils obligations in this area?

- What animal welfare and rehoming implications were considered when awarding and locating a new pound contract and the rehoming of dogs by both the public and animal welfare groups; was it prioritised when achieving an economically advantageous tender?
REPLY: 
In March 2013, South Dublin County Council, Fingal County Council and Dublin City Council jointly invited tenders for the provision of a dog pound service for South Dublin County Council and a dog warden and dog pound service for Fingal County Council and Dublin City Council. Following assessment of the tender submissions, which included inspections by Veterinary Inspectors to confirm the adequacy of the facilities from a welfare perspective, the Local Authorities were satisfied that Ashton Dog Pound was best placed to provide the service and the contract was awarded accordingly. The contract came into effect on 1st August 2013.

Section 15 of the Control of Dogs Act 1986, as amended, outlines the duties of a local authority with Section 15 (2) providing for the establishment and maintenance of "one or more shelters for dogs seized, accepted or detained under any of the provisions of this Act" and authorises the local authority to "enter into arrangements with any person for the provision and maintenance of such shelters and for the exercise by such person of the functions of the local authority under this Act, in respect of the acceptance, detention, disposal and destruction of stray and unwanted dogs". 

The kennels at Ashton Dog Pound are of various sizes to accommodate the wide variety of dogs which are seized/surrendered, with eighty-eight (88) kennels currently available, three of which are doubles, providing accommodation for a total of ninety-one dogs from this Council's administrative area. An additional four (4) isolation kennels are available with capacity for additional isolation kennels, if required. 

To date, a total of eighty-four (84) dogs from South Dublin County have entered the pound, of which seventy (70) were strays, seven (7) were surrendered and seven (7) were seized.  One (1) was dead on entry to the pound with twenty-three (23) reclaimed by owners. A total of thirty-eight (38) have been re-homed with twelve (12) going to members of the public and twenty-six (26) going to the following animal rescue bodies: Dogs trust Ireland and UK, DSPCA, Dundalk Dog Rescue and Irish Animal Rescue. Nineteen (19) remain in the pound, three (3) of which were seized.

Ashton Dog Pound is actively working to maintain South Dublin County Council's low put-to-sleep rate with only three (3) dogs euthanized to date, all of which were unsuitable for re-homing due to aggressive behaviour.  Two (2) of these dogs were stray, one (1) mongrel and one (1) pit-bull and one (1) German Shepherd was surrendered.

The kennels are maintained to a high standard with all kennels being disinfected daily and checked on an hourly basis for deposits. Dogs that are suspected to be unwell are isolated with access to the isolation kennels restricted.  Ashton Dog Pound recognises that cleanliness is important to the well being of dogs in enclosed situations and therefore, ensures that all kennels are cleaned and disinfected on a daily basis with hourly inspections of kennels. All dogs are housed in individual kennels, with fleece vet beds in plastic beds. Bedding is removed and washed on a daily basis and changed before a new dog enters a previously used kennel. All animals showing any malaise are treated by a Veterinary Practitioner who visits the pound on a daily basis. Twenty-four (24) hour emergency cover is also provided by the Veterinary Practitioner. Regular, unannounced inspections of the pound will be carried out by the Council's Veterinary Practitioners who are registered with the Register of Veterinary Practitioners maintained by the Veterinary Council of Ireland. 

As well as the Council's website, www.sdcc.ie , being updated to reflect the relocation of the dog pound, articles were carried in several newspapers, local and national, as well as on www.journal.ie on this matter.  Ashton Dog Pound located in Castleknock is geographically closer to this County. 

Ashton Dog Pound currently deals with a number of re-homing and animal welfare groups including the following: Dogs Trust, Heathlands, Dundalk Dogs, DSPCA, Stokenchurch, Cara Rescue, Labrador Rescue UK and are very willing to work with A Dog's Life should this organisation choose to do so. 

Q18/0913
CYCLE LANES

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager for an update on any additional cycle lanes planned by the Council, to give a report on recently installed lanes and their location, and any other cycle facilities recently made available, including in parks. To also ask for reports on liaison with the NRA on promotion of cycling in the Country?
REPLY:
The Council are involved in implementing the National Transport Authority 5 year Strategic Investment programme which includes for an extensive network of new cycle tracks and related facilities in the Greater Dublin Area as identified in the NTA Cycle Network study currently being finalised. These schemes will be developed over lifetime of the strategy. 

In addition to a number of schemes already being funded, a further 5 key priority cycle routes have been identified from the Strategic Study in the County area and it is intended to progress these to Part 8 stage. These cycle routes include a north-south orbital, links in Lucan and Clondalkin and to Ballymount and Citywest. These will build on the success of the Grand Canal 'Green route' that was completed in 2011 and extended to Lucan in 2012.

The Council plans are for new cycle tracks Countywide and projects are now at various stages. New cycle track facilities are being constructed in Lucan at Willsbrook Road and at Spawell Roundabout in Tallaght. Plans are advanced for the upgrade of the Strategic Cycle Route from Tallaght to Templeogue and for a new route including a new bridge over the Dodder, from Tallaght to Ballyboden.  Smaller local links have been constructed in Corkagh Park, Clondalkin, Sean Walsh Park Tallaght and at Dargle Wood Knocklyon.  Plans are being advanced for a new Greenway route along the Dodder to Ballsbridge and Dublin City Centre and work is due to start on site between Grange Road and Barton Road extension in Rathfarnham.  

A series of local cycle parking facilities have been and will continue to be provided and a public bike hire scheme feasibility study is underway for Tallaght Town Centre. The preparation of detailed Movement Framework Plans for Tallaght, Lucan and Clondalkin Town Centres are also underway, with the Tallaght study nearing completion.

Consultants have been engaged to complete Options Reports on Walkinstown Roundabout and Liffey Valley Roundabout. The National Basketball Arena multimodal access contract is at tender stage. Old Bridge Road Junction with the N81 is being redesigned to improve the cycling and pedestrian facilities and is awaiting NTA approval. 

Wellington Road Cycle Scheme is at detailed design stage. Monastery Road walking route is at preliminary design stage and the scheme has been expanded by the NTA as far as the Luas Red Cow. It is intended to appoint a consultant for the Lucan Village traffic management project shortly and the Clondalkin Village traffic management project has been awarded to consultants. 

There are also a number of pedestrian facilities that have been and continue to be installed throughout the County and a review of these is currently underway.

Q19/0913

HOUSING ALLOCATIONS
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager for an updated report on the number of housing units allocated by the Council in 2012 and to-date in 2013 to SDCC Applicants, under each of its housing provision schemes, including in collaboration with voluntary housing associations, and if the information can be provided in tabular form, by scheme, month and location?
REPLY:
Lettings to Housing Applicants 2012:-
*Housing Areas - NNR = North of the Naas Road / SNR = South of the Naas Road
 

	Housing Provisions Schemes
	Jan
	 
	Feb
	 
	Mar
	 
	Apr
	 
	May
	 
	June 
	 
	July
	 
	Aug
	 
	Sept
	 
	Oct
	 
	Nov
	 
	Dec
	 

	Area
	NNR
	SNR
	NNR
	SNR
	NNR
	SNR
	NNR
	SNR
	NNR
	SNR
	NNR
	SNR
	NNR
	SNR
	NNR
	SNR
	NNR
	SNR
	NNR
	SNR
	NNR
	SNR
	NNR
	SNR

	CBL
	1
	4
	2
	7
	11
	11
	3
	8
	3
	10
	2
	7
	1
	16
	5
	6
	 
	7
	1
	8
	3
	20
	4
	8

	ASH
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	2
	 
	1
	1
	1
	 

	Housing List
	5
	8
	6
	10
	5
	9
	1
	8
	3
	5
	4
	9
	3
	2
	5
	4
	 
	2
	4
	4
	4
	5
	7
	3

	Homeless
	 
	2
	1
	1
	 
	3
	 
	 
	1
	 
	1
	2
	 
	3
	1
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1
	 
	2
	 
	 

	RAS
	3
	6
	4
	4
	5
	6
	6
	9
	5
	4
	7
	7
	7
	6
	7
	3
	5
	3
	5
	4
	6
	7
	6
	9

	Voluntary
	 
	18
	 
	4
	 
	 
	1
	16
	 
	2
	1
	9
	 
	1
	1
	 
	 
	4
	 
	5
	 
	11
	 
	8


Lettings to housing applicants 2013
	Housing Provisions Schemes
	Jan
	 
	Feb
	 
	Mar
	 
	Apr
	 
	May
	 
	June 
	 
	July
	 

	Area
	NNR
	SNR
	NNR
	SNR
	NNR
	SNR
	NNR
	SNR
	NNR
	SNR
	NNR
	SNR
	NNR
	SNR

	CBL
	 
	1
	1
	3
	2
	3
	1
	10
	 
	9
	2
	12
	4
	14

	ASH
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	3
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	3
	 

	Housing List
	 
	 
	1
	4
	 
	2
	3
	7
	4
	5
	5
	2
	 
	4

	Homeless
	 
	2
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1
	4
	2
	 
	 

	RAS
	4
	7
	6
	2
	6
	8
	4
	2
	5
	5
	7
	4
	7
	4

	Voluntary
	 
	5
	 
	2
	 
	3
	1
	3
	 
	1
	0
	3
	1
	1


 

Q20/0913
LIBRARIES 
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager to give an update on its programme for additional libraries in the County?
REPLY:
Strand 4 of the Library Development Plan 2012-2016 approved by Council in October 2012 addresses library infrastructural development and the delivery of new library buildings into communities where they will have the most significant impact as catalysts for change. Detailed demographic and socio-economic research to ED level was carried out as part of the needs analysis in the preparation of this Library Development Plan. This analysis informed the setting of objectives in relation to library infrastructural development within County to the end of 2016. The priorities as outlined in the Library Development Plan 2012-2016 are:

Ø     Deliver the redesigned Ballyroan Library in spring 2013

Ø     Identify a site and funding source for the provision of a community library in North   Clondalkin

Ø     Plan a community library for the Fortunestown Centre in line with the Area Plan

Ø     Secure resources for a Digital Hub at Palmerston

Ø     Explore the potential to build an extension to the rear of Clondalkin Library

Ø     Resource and Develop a mobile library specifically for children

Ø     Plan for the delivery of a regional library in Adamstown

These objectives are predicated on the availability of the necessary resources to deliver them. A public consultation process on a new National Strategy for Irish Libraries which will cover the years 2013 - 2017 has just been launched by the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government and comments are invited from interested parties on the draft Strategy. The draft public libraries strategy is an initiative of the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government, the County and City Managers' Association and the Local Government Management Agency. It sets out a plan for the systematic growth and development of public libraries in Ireland for the period 2013 to 2017 in the context of people's changing needs, Government policy and the current and predicted economic, social and cultural environment.

A consultation document, the draft strategy on which comments are sought and templates for comments are available at the following link:

http://www.environ.ie/en/LocalGovernment/PublicLibraries/PublicConsultation/
   The closing date for receipt of comments is Friday 11th October 2013.

Q21/0913

REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS 

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager to report on measures being taken to ensure the maximum registration of eligible voters for the upcoming referendum on the future of Seanad Éireann?
REPLY:
The upcoming Referendum on the Abolition of Seanad Éireann will take place on 4th October 2013 together with the Referendum on the Court of Appeal. The current Register of Electors 2013/14 came into force on 15th February 2013 and will be used for the Referendums in October. Every elector who is registered as an Irish citizen is entitled to vote. A supplement to the Register of Electors is prepared in advance of an election or referendum to accommodate those electors who are not registered and this is ongoing at the moment.  Any person who is an Irish citizen, ordinarily resident in the constituency and 18 years or over on polling day is eligible to apply for inclusion on the supplement.

As well as preparing a supplement to the Register, the preparation of the Draft Register of Electors 2014/15 is also underway.  The fieldworkers commenced their door-to-door enquiries in June. Information gathered at the door and supplied on Register application forms (RFA) is being used to update next year's Register. In anticipation of the Referendums the fieldworkers have been instructed to inform the householder about the preparation of the Supplement and the necessity to apply for inclusion if not already registered. Each fieldworker carries a supply of supplement application forms (RFA2/3) to facilitate the elector.  If there is no reply at the door a note of information regarding the supplement is left at the house together with the RFA form for next year's register. 

Electors who are currently registered as Local, European or Dail and who have returned information stating that they are now Irish citizens are contacted regarding their entitlement to vote. The Council website carries information regarding the supplement and highlights the closing dates for the October referendums which are:

9th September for inclusion on the supplement to postal and special voters list; 

17th September for receipt of RFA2/3 supplement applications forms. 

A supplement information poster together with copies of the Register of Electors is circulated in February each year to post offices Garda stations, libraries and council offices.  

The four Dublin Local Authorities in partnership with New Communities Partnership secured European Integration Funding to Promote the Civic Participation of Third Country Nationals through Local Authority Platforms. One of the objectives of this project was to encourage new citizens to engage fully with Ireland's civic and political processes, including through voting in elections.  To this end we developed a leaflet (copy attached) which is now included in the documentation new citizens receive on being issued with their Naturalisation Certificate.

Q22/0913

FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR FESTIVALS 
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager for a report on the provision of financial support for Festivals in the County in 2013, and how monies have been allocated?
REPLY: 

As part of the Annual Budget process the Council makes provision for anticipated requests for financial support for festivals.

A range of festivals have evolved into annual events from themed festivals such as Bealtaine to local festivals such as in Lucan, Tallaght, Clondalkin etc. and the level and type of the Councils support depends on the concept of the event, target audience and stakeholders.

The allocation of support to festivals varies from direct financial contribution to festival organisers to payment for certain activities/ marketing associated with the festival. Staff from various Council Departments are also involved in the planning, advice and direct running of certain festivals. For the outlay involved these events provide social and cultural benefits for our communities and also benefit the local economy. 

Q23/0913

SWIMMING POOLS 
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager for an update on the Council's Swimming Pool Programme, and if the Government has given any indication to SDCC on the reopening of the grants scheme for Local Authority swimming pools?

REPLY: 
The provision of a swimming pool in Lucan is the next stage in the delivery of The Council's Water Leisure Strategy (as amended).

A report on the 3 Year Rolling Capital Program 2013-2015 was presented at the November 2012 OP&F Meeting and subsequently noted at the December 2012 Council Meeting. Lucan Swimming Pool falls under the Category of 'Projects planned subject to funding'. As the full funding has not been identified no progress is projected in the medium term. The 3 Year Rolling Capital Program is subject to annual review and report to the full Council.

The Government Swimming Pool Grant Scheme has been closed for a considerable period and the Council has no indication that the Government is re-opening same.  Revenue from Development Contribution receipts has significantly declined and is not expected to recover in the short to medium term. If the Government re-opened the Grant Scheme, the Council would still have a major difficulty in funding the balance. There would have to be certainty regarding the total funding of the project to support the submission of a grant application. Consideration would also have to be given to the consequential implications for the revenue budget resulting from the provision of such a facility.

H6/0913

DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H7a)/0913
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE DWELLINGS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H7b)/0913
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF THE PROPERTY AT 1 VERSCHOYLE PARK, SAGGART, CO DUBLIN 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“South Dublin County Council proposes to dispose of its interest in a three bedroom semi-detached house at 1 Verschoyle Park, Saggart, Co. Dublin.

The property was placed for sale on the open market by Lowe and Associates Estate Agents in May 2013. The highest offer received was made by Ms. Gemma Collins, of 13 Rossmore Lawns, Templeogue, Dublin 6W in the sum of €215,000.00.

It is now proposed to dispose of the Council's interest in the property at 1 Verschoyle Park, Saggart, Co. Dublin to Ms. Gemma Collins, of 13 Rossmore Lawns, Templeogue, Dublin 6W for the sum of €215,000.00.

The consent of the Council to this disposal is sought in accordance with S88 of the Housing Act 1966 subject to the provisions of S183 of the Local Government Act 2001 as amended.

Danny McLoughlin

County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:
“That in accordance with S88 of the Housing Act 1966 subject to the provisions of S183 of the Local Government Act 2001 as amended, the Council dispose of its interest in the property at 1 Verschoyle Park, Saggart, Co. Dublin to Ms. Gemma Collins, of 13 Rossmore Lawns, Templeogue, Dublin 6W for the sum of €215,000.00.”

H7c)/0913
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE:  4 HOMELAWN VILLAS AND 4A HOMELAWN VILLAS, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 TO LIAM AND DIANE HENNESSY
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The Council at its meeting held on 10th June 2013 resolved to dispose of fee simple in land at No 4 Homelawn Villas to Liam and Diane Hennessy.   

The agreed terms (consideration of €426.62) were in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenants (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001.  Folio No 55767L referred.

The Council has become aware that the map relating to Folio 55767L County Dublin also shows an additional property of 4A Homelawn Villas and Mr & Mrs Hennessy have now applied to acquire by purchase the fee simple in the land comprising Folio 55767L namely 4 Homelawn Villas and 4A Homelawn Villas.

It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 to dispose of the fee simple in the land listed hereunder. 

	ADDRESS  
	LESSEE(S)  
	PURCHASE PRICE  

	4 Homelawn Villas, Tallaght  & 4A Homelawn Villas, Tallaght
	Liam & Diane Hennessy
	€426.64


Daniel McLoughlin

County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and RESOLVED:
“That, in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, South Dublin County Council dispose of the fee simple in the land listed hereunder. 
	ADDRESS 
	LESSEE(S) 
	PURCHASE PRICE 

	4 Homelawn Villas, Tallaght & 4A Homelawn Villas, Tallaght
	Liam & Diane Hennessy
	€426.64”


H7d)/0913
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES – PROPOSED GRANT OF LEASE TO THE DUBLIN AND DUN LAOGHAIRE EDUCATION AND TRAINING BOARD IN RESPECT OF SITE AT TÓR AN RÍ WALK, BALGADDY, LUCAN SOUTH, CO. DUBLIN
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The Department of Education and Skills approached the Council to identify a site in the Balgaddy area to temporarily accommodate a primary school pending a suitable permanent site becoming available.
A site was identified at Tór an Rí Walk, Balgaddy and the Department of Education and Skills has applied for and obtained planning permission for the construction of a temporary prefab building on the site for a period of up to four years, as per planning Reg. Ref. SD13A/0042. The Council issued terms to the Department on 14/5/2013 in relation to a short-term lease of the above site. However the Department did not confirm its formal acceptance of the terms until 4/7/2013 which was too late to satisfy the statutory notice period to be given to members of the Council in relation to disposal of lands for the July Council meeting which was held on 8/7/2013. 

The Department was anxious to proceed with the construction of the school during the school summer holiday period with a view to having it ready for operation for the school term commencing September 2013. The Department has also confirmed that the Dublin and Dun Laoghaire Education and Training Board is the School Patron for this proposed community national school and that the Board is the appropriate party to take the Lease. In order to facilitate the provision of the school accommodation  in time for the next school year commencing in September 2013, the Council granted an interim licence to the Dublin and Dun Laoghaire Education and Training Board to enter onto the Council's lands at Tór an Rí Walk, Balgaddy, Lucan South as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. 12/11/SK035 to construct a temporary pre-fab school building  and ancillary works together with provision of access points over areas shown hatched in blue on said Drawing and to operate a temporary school on this site. 

Accordingly, I now recommend that the Council grant a lease of a site at Tór an Rí Walk, Balgaddy, Lucan South as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. 12/11/SK035  measuring 0.38 hectares or thereabouts to the Dublin and Dun Laoghaire Education and Training Board in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council's Valuer:-

1
That the lease will be for a period of 4 years, commencing on a date to be agreed between the parties. 

2
That a right of way be granted to the Lessee (to include its agents, employees, invitees) over the lands forming the site of the two temporary access roads leading from Griffeen Avenue to the School site as shown hatched in blue on Drawing No. 12/11/SK035, for the period of the lease.

3
That the annual rent shall be in the sum of €25,000 (twenty five thousand euro) plus V.A.T. (if applicable), to be paid in advance in two equal instalments.

4
That the Lessee shall be responsible for all outgoings including rates, charges, fees, utility bills and refuse charges that may become payable on the subject premises during the period of the lease.

5
That the Lessee shall undertake not to use the site for any purpose other than that of carrying out the development approved by the Planning Authority as per final grant of Planning Permission dated 2nd July 2013 – Planning Reg. Ref SD13A/0042. and will comply at all times with the requirements of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Acts, 1963-2000, the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), the Building Control Act 1990, Building Regulations 1991-1994 and the Building Control Regulations 1997 and any amendments or re-enactments currently in force, or to be re-enacted in the future in respect of the said Acts and Regulations. 

6
That the Lessee shall satisfy itself as to the availability and capability of services in the area to cater for the proposed development, and the identification of connection points thereto. 

7 
That planning costs, fees, contributions, connection costs and fees, site preparation, development and all other associated costs incurred in the delivery of the entire completed development shall be borne by the Lessee and adequate fencing and security systems must be put in place along the entire boundaries of the construction site for the duration of the development. 

8
That the leased area and the temporary structures thereon shall be maintained to a very high standard and the Lessee shall use their best endeavours not to cause any nuisance, noise or disturbance to adjoining residential developments. 

9
That the Lessee shall not carry out any alteration or development of the lands, other than those described at Clause 5 above, or erect any structure or make any excavation without the prior written consent of the Council. 

10
That the Lessee shall insure and keep insured the leased area in a sum equivalent to the full replacement value, at all times in the joint names of the Council and Lessee against loss or damage by fire or other cause in an established insurance office to be approved by the Council and to pay all premiums or such sum of money necessary for that purpose and within 7 days after the same has become payable to produce to the Council the policy or policies of such insurance and the receipt for every such payment.  In the event of loss or damage by fire or other cause, the Lessee is obliged to reinstate the leased area and every part thereof to its original state.

11
That the Lessee agrees to indemnify the Council from and against any and all liability and loss, howsoever occurring which the Council may suffer by any reason or any accidents or otherwise or other damage to the licensed area or any property, which arises out of the Lessee's occupation of the site and that the Lessee agrees to effect Public Liability insurance for a minimum sum of €6.4m and also Employers Liability Insurance with a minimum limit of €12.7m and these policies should include an indemnity to South Dublin County Council in respect of the Lessee's use of the leased area and any access points thereto.

With regard to Clauses 11 & 12 above, if the development is to be covered by state    indemnity, written confirmation of this position shall be provided. 

12
That the Lessee shall be prohibited from erecting any mast or hoarding on the premises.

13
That the Council shall retain a right to wayleaves for no consideration through any lands included in the lease, or any related lands to which it holds title, for any of its statutory purposes subject to the appropriate re-instatement of any lands so affected.

14
That the Lessee shall not assign, grant any sub interests, sub-divide, alienate or part with the possession of the leased area without the prior written consent of the Council. 

15 
That the Lessee shall comply with all statutory requirements and regulations and in particular the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 1989 to 2005, Waste Management Act 1996 as amended and Litter Pollution legislation and any amendments or re-enactments currently in force or to be re-enacted in the future in respect of the said Acts and Regulations. 

16  
That the Council, its Employees or Agents shall have the right at all reasonable times to enter upon the leased area to ensure that the Lessee is complying with the terms of the Lease or for any other reasonable purpose. 

17 
That in the event of the Lessee breaching any of the terms of the Lease, the Council reserves the right to terminate the lease having given to the Lessee 28 days notice  as to the breach of the condition of the Lease and the Lessee has failed to rectify the alleged breach. 

18  
That at expiration or sooner determination of the Lease, the Lessee shall return the site to the Council in a clean and tidy state and cleared of any structures or other items. 

19  
That the Lessee will pay the Council's legal fees incurred in the grant of the Lease which shall be agreed with the Council's Law Agent at a later date and a Valuer's fee of €1500 (fifteen hundred euro) plus V.A.T.

20  
That the Lease shall include any amendments and/or other conditions as are deemed appropriate by the Council's Law Agent. 

21   
That the disposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being obtained.

22
That no agreement enforceable at Law is created or intended to be created until such time as the lease has been exchanged.

The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired from Dublin City Council (formerly Dublin Corporation) in 1997 under the Scheme of Transfer of Lands and Housing pursuant to the Local Government (Dublin) Act, 1993. 

D. McLoughlin
County Manager”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors W. Lavelle, C. King, B. Bonner, G. O’Connell and E. Tuffy.

Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Land Use, Economic & Transport Planning responded to queries raised. 

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave and RESOLVED:
“That the Council grant a lease of a site at Tór an Rí Walk, Balgaddy, Lucan South as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. 12/11/SK035 measuring 0.38 hectares or thereabouts to the Dublin and Dun Laoghaire Education and Training Board in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions as recommended by the Council's Valuer as outlined in the foregoing report.”

H8/0913
NOTIFICATION OF CASUAL VACANCY ON SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL IN ACCORDANCE WITH S.19 OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2001 (COUNCILLOR M. McDONAGH)

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. P. Murphy, Director of Corporate, Human Resources and Library Services and was CONSIDERED:
“Councillor Matthew McDonagh has tendered his resignation from South Dublin County Council with effect from 10th September, 2013.  

In accordance with Section 19 (2) of the Local Government Act 2001 it is the duty of the Meetings Administrator to notify the members that as a result of the resignation of Councillor McDonagh a casual vacancy will occur on South Dublin County Council.

Section 19 (3) of the Local Government Act 2001 provides that the casual vacancy shall be filled by the co-option by the local authority of a person to fill the vacancy, subject to such person being nominated by the same registered political party who nominated Councillor McDonagh for co-option, and that such co-option shall be made at the next meeting of the local authority, after the expiration of 14 days from the occurrence of the vacancy, or as soon after the expiration of the 14 days as circumstances permit.

It is intended to list the co-option of a new Member on the Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on Monday 14th October 2013.”
The Mayor Councillor D. Looney then opened the floor to the Members to allow them to pay tribute to Councillor McDonagh.  Councillors C. King, E. Tuffy, C. Brophy, J. Lahart, B. Bonner, T. Delaney, T.  Gilligan, G. Kenny, M. Devine, P. Cosgrave, P. Kearns, G. O’Connell and M. Duff all spoke of Councillor   McDonagh’s popularity in the North Clondalkin area and his contribution to the Council and to his constituents.  They said that he will be missed on the Council and especially on the Clondalkin Area Committee, and mentioned his hard work with football clubs and particularly with the youth in the North Clondalkin area, and stated that the Councillor is a credit to himself, his community and his family.  They wished Councillor McDonagh and his family well, saying that as a colleague he will be sadly missed in the chamber.

Mr. D. McLoughlin, County Manager, joined with the Members in paying tribute to Councillor McDonagh saying that he wished the Councillor well.

In response Councillor McDonagh thanked everybody for their kind words and said that his decision had not been taken lightly.  He urged the Council to continue to work together and to keep working for the community.

The Mayor then commended Councillor McDonagh for his dual commitment to youth and to the North Clondalkin area, and thanked him for his service.

The report was NOTED.
H9/0913
REPORT ON PUBLIC CONSULTATION UNDER PART 8 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT) REGULATIONS 2001 - 2012 FOR PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF AN INFILL SOCIAL HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AT ST. FINIAN'S AVENUE, LUCAN, CO. DUBLIN - 2 UNITS
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Community and Social Development and was CONSIDERED:
“Part 8 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations 2001-2012 outlines the requirements with respect to certain classes of developments for, on behalf of, or in partnership with Local Authorities. 

These regulations apply to the proposed construction of houses.

The proposal consists of the construction of 2 no. 3 bedroom/5 person 2 storey dwellings adjacent to no. 24 and on the site of the previous local shop.  The works to include the removal of the parking bays assigned to the local shop (previously demolished), re-alignment of garden wall to match existing adjacent gardens on both streets and the relocation of the Eircom Panel to new site boundary.

The proposal is being considered as part of the Council's submission to the Government's very recent call for proposals for inclusion on a local authority housing construction led job stimulus programme.

The proposal is illustrated in the accompanying drawings

Site location map
Existing  Site Plan
Proposed site plan
Proposed site layout
Proposed Floor Plans
 Proposed elevations
An outline of the proposals was presented to the Lucan Electoral Area Members on 5th July 2013.

A notice in accordance with Article 81 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2012 was published on 11th July 2013 in the Lucan Gazette.  

Lucan Gazette Newspaper notice
Plans and particulars of the development were made available for inspection by the public for a period of six weeks from 11th July 2013 until Thursday 22nd August, 2013 and a further period of two weeks until Thursday 5th September 2013 was made available for the making of written submissions and observations to the Council in relation to the matter.

Project 8 Project Report
No written submissions or observations were received. 

As the proposed development is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, it is recommended that the development proceed as published.”
Director of Services Mr. B. Coman stated that all three of the Part 8 Reports before today’s meeting were being considered in relation to the government’s very recent call for proposals for inclusion on a local authority housing construction led job stimulus programme, and were subject to funding coming from the job stimulus programme.

A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor W. Lavelle who stated that he welcomes this proposal.

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor C. Jones and RESOLVED: 

“That, as the proposed development is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, South Dublin County Council proceed with the development as published.”
H10/0913
REPORT ON PUBLIC CONSULTATION UNDER PART 8 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT) REGULATIONS 2001 - 2012 FOR THE PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF AN INFILL SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AT ST. MARK'S GREEN, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN  22 - 11 UNITS 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Development and was CONSIDERED:
“Part 8 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations 2001-2012 outlines the requirements with respect to certain classes of developments for, on behalf of, or in partnership with Local Authorities. 

These regulations apply to the proposed construction of houses

The proposal consists of the construction of Infill Housing (provision of new 2-storey dwellings including access road and both private and on road parking all to be accessed from St Mark's Avenue) as follows:

10 no. 3 bedroom/4-5 person Semi-D & terraced dwellings 

1 no. 4 bedroom/5 person Semi-D dwelling 

The proposal is illustrated in the accompanying drawings

Site Constraints Plan
Site Layout Plan
Site Location Plan_
Street Elevation Plan
The proposal is being considered as part of the Council's submission to the Government's very recent call for proposals for inclusion on a local authority housing construction led job stimulus programme.

An outline of the proposals was presented to the Clondalkin Electoral Area Members on 5th July 2013.

A notice in accordance with Article 81 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2012  was published on the 11th July 2013 in the Clondalkin Gazette.  

Clondalkin Gazette Newspaper notice
Plans and particulars of the development were made available for inspection by the public for a period of six weeks from Thursday 11th July 2013 until Thursday 22nd August, 2013 and a further period of two weeks until Thursday 5th September 2013 was made available for the making of written submissions and observations to the Council in relation to the matter.

A number of submissions were received as follows:

· St Mark's Action Group - Submission 1 (signed by Francis Timmons, Spokesperson) 

· St Mark's Action Group - Submission 2 
· Individual Objection Letters 

· St Mark's Action Group on line petition 
· St Mark's Action Group Written petition 

· Online Comments 

· Cllr T Gilligan 
· Cllr B Bonner 

· Cllr T Delaney 
· Cllr G Kenny 

· Dublin Mid-West Sinn Féin
The issues raised in the submissions can be summarised and responded to as follows:

Issue - Site overlooked, supervised and subject to high level of Passive surveillance   

Response - The western side of St. Marks Green is not overlooked or supervised by the adjoining houses whose gables and side walls only face onto the space and are subject to litter, control of horses, illegal dumping and other anti-social problems. The proposed small infill scheme will face onto the green, increasing passive supervision and reducing anti-social activity

Issue - There is sufficient social housing in the area 

Response - There are currently 3,666 applicants on the housing list seeking accommodation North of the Naas Road. There are 87 applications from St. Mark's. Glenfield & Rowlagh areas.  

Issue - Proposed use of part of existing green area / open space

Response - This small infill scheme will face onto the green, increasing passive supervision and reducing anti-social activity.  As can be seen from the drawing it impacts on about 24% of the existing green area.  The existing pitch and goal-post will be moved to the location shown without impact on its usage. Additional planting of trees and shrubs will improve the overall quality of the green space. The area along the rear garden boundaries of St Marks Crescent is of optimum width to ensure that the maximum amount of green area is retained.

Issue - Traffic generation – construction and residential 

Response - The proposal is for the construction of 11 houses only, it is not envisaged that traffic will become an issue and speeds will be addressed in the design of the new street to ensure a 30 kph limit in line with the requirements of the new Department of Transport Manual for Streets.

Issue - More suitable alternative sites

Response - Suggestions for appropriate sites are welcome, and subject to assessment for suitability, the sites maybe incorporated into future proposals. The current project at Part 8 consultation is one of a limited number of projects which, subject to approval, is capable of being delivered within 2014 as outlined by Department of Environment, Community and Local Government in the recent call for proposals for inclusion in a local authority housing construction led job stimulus programme.

Issue - Site does not conform with Policy H6 of the South County Dublin Development Plan 

Response - A map of the area included in this report from the Development Plan 2010-2016 shows that the area is zoned 'to protect and /or improve residential amenity'. The site shares similar characteristics, zoning and constraints to sites in other areas where successful infill housing have been constructed and the County Architect has established that the proposed site is in compliance with the criteria as outlined in Policy H6, and is therefore a suitable for infill development.

Issue - Funding should be provided by the Council to enhance the remaining amenity on the land 

Response - Provision will be included in our funding application to upgrade the existing landscaping and open space. Additional planting of trees and shrubs will improve the overall quality of the green space

Issue - Allocations policy for these units should prioritise local families

Response - Allocation of these units will be made in accordance with the Council's Allocation Scheme. 

Issue - Liaison committee involving council officials, contractors and representatives should be established prior to commencement of the construction 

Response - Prior to and during construction the Housing Department shall maintain adequate liaison between design team, contractor and the local community.

Issue - Suitable parking arrangements for building contractors should be arranged.

Response - Parking arrangements for the contract period to be defined. 

Issue - Night time security to be employed to prevent anti-social behaviour on or near the site.

Response - The provision of adequate security to the construction site will form part of the contract. 

Issue - Contractors should priorities the employment of people who are long term unemployed

Response - Employment conditions, health and safety measures, risk assessment and proper conduct of the contract are incorporated in Public Work Contracts. The matter of prioritising long term unemployed for employment on the project would be matter for consideration by Minister for Housing and Planning, Jan O'Sullivan TD, and the Minister of State with special responsibility for the Office of Public Works (with responsibility for Public Procurement), Brian Hayes, TD.

House Construction both public and private has reduced considerably since the downturn 6 years ago resulting in a loss of 250 000 jobs to the building construction sector and the service industries which benefited from it. This project has the potential to offer hope of homes and employment to some of these families

Issue - St Mark's is a perfect area, given its profile and location to be developed as a Local Area Park

Response - No funding is available to develop a Local Area Park but provisions will be included in the proposed project for upgrade the of the existing landscaping and open space

Issue - Population in the area immediately bordering the Green is rising with many houses seeing grandchildren and children of older residents moving back into parents house.

Response - Building of these infill units may give the opportunity for some of these families to be housed dependent on their position on the housing list.

Issue - Need to develop a 'mix' of different tenures in line with 'Delivering Homes, Sustaining Communities'. 

Response - Small infill social housing schemes such as St. Marks will be carefully designed to ensure they do not impinge negatively on the physical or social environment of existing residents

Issue - Need to hear resident’s alternative ideas for this area. 

Response - An outline of the proposals was presented and discussed with the Clondalkin Electoral Area Members on 5th July 2013. The public consultation process under Part 8 has afforded members of the community the opportunity to make submissions and observation in relation to the proposed infill scheme. All of these submission have been considered in the context of the proper planning and development of the local area and responded to in the body of this report

Architects 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.sdublincoco.ie/viewdocument.aspx?id=fb5194da-d495-45ad-bcb4-a23100b49bc6" Part 8 Report
As the proposed development is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, it is recommended that the development proceed as published.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Gilligan, M. Corr, B. Bonner, G. Kenny, T. Delaney and M. McDonagh.

Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Development responded to queries raised.

A vote was taken by a show of hands and the result was as follows:-
FOR:

20  (TWENTY)
AGAINST: 
3  (THREE)
ABSTAIN: 
2  (TWO)
The motion was PASSED.

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED: 

“That, as the proposed development is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, South Dublin County Council proceed with the development as published.”
H11/0913
REPORT ON PUBLIC CONSULTATION UNDER PART 8 OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT (PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT) REGULATIONS 2001 - 2012 FOR THE PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF AN INFILL SOCIAL HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AT SUNCROFT, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 - 10 UNITS

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Community and Social Development and was CONSIDERED:
“Part 8 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations 2001-2012 outlines the requirements with respect to certain classes of developments for, on behalf of, or in partnership with Local Authorities. 

These regulations apply to the proposed construction of houses.

The proposal consists of the construction of infill housing for the provision of new 2 storey, dwellings including access road and both private and on road parking all to be accessed from Suncroft Drive

· 4 no. 3 bedroom/4-5 person Terraced dwellings 

· 1 no. 4 bedroom/6 person Semi-D dwelling 

· 3 no. 3 bedroom/5 person dwellings 

· 2 Specially Adapted dwellings with private parking accessed off Suncroft Park

The proposal is being considered as part of the Council's submission to the Government's very recent call for proposals for inclusion on a local authority housing construction led job stimulus programme.

The proposal is illustrated in the accompanying drawings

Site location map
Existing Site Constraints Plan
Site Layout Plan
House type K4 Floor Plans
House type K5 Floor Plans
House type K4 & K5 Elevations
House type L4 Ground Floor Plan
House type L4 First Floor Plan
House type L4 Elevations
House type S-A4 Floor Plan
House type S-A4 Elevations
Street Elevations
An outline of the proposals was presented to the Tallaght Electoral Area Members on 5th July 2013.

A notice in accordance with Article 81 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2012  was published on the 11th July 2013 in the Tallaght Echo.  

Tallaght Echo Newspaper notice
Plans and particulars of the development were made available for inspection by the public for a period of six weeks from Thursday 11th July 2013 until Thursday 22nd August 2013 and a further period of two weeks until Thursday 5th September 2013 was made available for the making of written submissions and observations to the Council in relation to the matter.

One submission was received as follows:

Submission from Darren Hanney, 24, Suncroft Drive, Tallaght, Dublin 24
The issues raised in the submissions can be summarised and responded to as follows:

Issue - Proposed use of part of existing green area / open space 

Response - The area has always been identified as a site suitable to accommodate In-Fill Social Housing, and was the subject of previous consideration for development, albeit of a larger scale. The site design was developed in 2006 and informal consultation has taken place with Tallaght Electoral Area Members representing the area over time, and through the current Part 8 consultation process. The original proposal for 19 units has been modified with the number of units reduced 8 for the large site, 2 for the smaller site, and a small park area provided from the larger site.

Issue - More suitable alternative sites 

Response - Suggestions for appropriate sites for housing are welcome, and subject to assessment for suitability, the sites as identified maybe incorporated into future proposals. The current project at Part 8 consultation is one of a limited number of projects which, subject to approval, is capable of being delivered within 2014 as outlined by Department of Environment, Community and Local Government in the recent call for proposals for inclusion in a local authority housing construction led job stimulus programme.

Issue - Devaluation of adjoining properties 

Response - Infill Social Housing Schemes such as the one proposed for Suncroft will be carefully designed to ensure they do not impinge negatively on the physical or social environment of existing / adjoining residents.  All areas used for construction will be fully reinstated to the satisfaction of the Environment Services Department. 

Architect's Report
As the proposed development is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, it is recommended that the development proceed as published.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Corr and C. King.

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave and RESOLVED: 

“That, as the proposed development is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, South Dublin County Council proceed with the development as published.”
CORRESPONDENCE FOR NOTING

Ministerial

Co1/0913
Letter, dated 22/07/13, from Minister for Environment in response to SDCC's motion passed in relation to the scourge of littering and illegal dumping (M7/0513)
Co2/0913
Letter, dated 08/08/13, from Minister for Transport in response to SDCC's motion passed in relation to proposed DART Underground project and proposed Electrification of Kildare Rail Line (M10/0713)

Co3/0913
Letter, dated 19/08/13, from Minister for Housing & Planning regarding sum of money allocated to South Dublin County Council for Housing Adaptations (M1/0413)
Other

Co4/0913
Public Consultation / Review of Social and Affordable Housing Elements of Part V of the Planning and Development Act - Closing Date 27th September 2013
Co5/0913
Letter, dated 16/07/13, from Dublin Bus in response to SDCC's motion passed in relation to the Nitelink service (M8/0313)
Co6/0913
Letter, dated 08/07/13, from Kerry County Council regarding their request to the Minister for Education & Skills to consider the abolition of SUSI and the return of the administration of the Higher Education Grant Scheme to Education and Training Boards and Local Authorities, as agreed at a recent meeting of the Council

Co7/0913
Letter, dated 10/07/13, from Monaghan Town Council regarding their 2 motions passed in relation to (a) Support hours for children with special needs;  (b) Companies in receivership tendering for public contracts
Co8/0913
Letter, dated 12/07/13, from Limerick City & County Council regarding their motion passed in relation to assessing school transport eligibility
Co9/0913
Letter, dated 16/07/13, from Carrickmacross Town Council regarding their motion passed in relation to a piece of Immigration Reform legislation due to come before the US House of Representatives
Co10/0913
Letter, dated 16/07/13, from Monaghan Town Council regarding their motion passed in relation to increasing all Old Age Pensions in line with inflation
Co11/0913
Letter, dated 18/07/13, from Waterford City Council regarding their two motions passed in relation to (a) Waterford Crystal workers;  (b) Trafficking, abuse and exploitation of women & girls in Waterford and throughout the country
Co12/0913
2 x Letters, dated 19/07/13, from Offaly Co. Council regarding their motions passed in relation to:-

i)  The importance of Community Care;

ii) Supporting the radical reform of Seanad Éireann
Co13/0913
Letter, dated 24/07/13, from Dundalk Town Council regarding their motion passed in relation to official recognition status for Irish Sign Language
Co14/0913
Letter, dated 01/08/13, from Macroom Town Council regarding the abolishment of Town Councils
Co15/0913
Letter, dated 07/08/13, from Dublin Regional Authority regarding their motion passed in relation to Good Weather and Litter and Alcohol
Co16/0913
Letter, dated 07/08/13, from Kildare County Council regarding their two motions passed in relation to:-

(1)  Allocation of Funding for proposed Reform of Local Government;

(2)  The ongoing Housing Crisis in the Local Authority Sector

Co17/0913
Letter, dated 16/08/13, from Limerick City & County Council, regarding their motion passed in relation to Free Legal Aid
The above letters were NOTED.

Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Development drew the Members attention to Correspondence No. 4 above, which he stated could be discussed further at the upcoming Housing SPC meeting.

MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
M1/0913
MAYOR'S BUSINESS - LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUND
It was proposed by Councillor D.  Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

“That this Council notes with grave concern the lack of clarity with regard to funding streams and levels of funding available to local authorities in the wake of the introduction of the Local Property Tax; that this Council calls on the Government to immediately clarify all issues with regard to funding streams and levels ahead of Budget 2014; and that this Council calls on Government to ensure that the funding available to this local authority through the LPT, motor tax or other channels is significantly in excess of the previous arrangement under the Local Government Fund.”
REPORT:
“Should the motion be agreed by the Members correspondence will issue to the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government outlining the sentiments of the Motion.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors D. Looney, E. Tuffy and M. Corr.

The Motion was AGREED.

M2/0913
MAYOR’S BUSINESS - JOBS STIMULUS PROGRAMME

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Duff:

“That this Council, welcoming the recent limited Jobs Stimulus programme, calls on the Government to further resource the building of social housing in this county and, for future schemes, to include as a condition the requirement for local people to be employed in the construction of such houses.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the sentiments of the Members will be conveyed to the Minister for Housing and Planning, Jan O'Sullivan TD, and the Minister of State with special responsibility for the Office of Public Works (with responsibility for Public Procurement), Brian Hayes, T.D.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors D. Looney, J. Lahart, C. Brophy and C.  Jones.

The Motion was AGREED.

M3/0913
PROSTATE CANCER

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:
“Recognising that Ireland has the highest rates of Prostate cancer in Europe and amongst the highest in the World, this Council calls on the Minister for Health to introduce a programme of screening for Prostate Cancer, in an effort to reduce the risk factor to men and increasing the prospect of early detection and cure.” 
REPORT:
“Should the motion be agreed by the members a letter will issue to the Minister for Health outlining the sentiments contained in the motion.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M.  Duff, M. Devine and J. Lahart.

The Motion was AGREED.
The following three motions which are of similar subject matter were taken in tandem:

M4/0913
9% VAT
 It was proposed Councillor T. Gilligan, Councillor J. Lahart, Councillor E. Walsh   and seconded by Councillor M. Devine:
“That South Dublin County Council supports the campaign of the Restaurants Association of Ireland to keep the VAT rate for tourism and hospitality at 9% into 2014 and beyond.”
REPORT:
“Should the motion be agreed by the members a letter will issue to the Minister for Finance outlining the sentiments contained in the motion.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor T.  Gilligan.

The Motion was AGREED.

M5/0913
9% VAT

It was proposed by Councillor A.M. Dermody and Councillor B. Lawlor, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon:

“That this Council calls on the Minister for Finance to extend the reduced 9% VAT rate introduced by the Government on the 1 July 2011 to restaurant and catering services; hotel and holiday accommodation; hairdressing services etc. in the forthcoming budget.” 
REPORT:
“Should the motion be agreed by the members a letter will issue to the Minister for Finance outlining the sentiments contained in the motion.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors AM. Dermody, C. Bond, M. Devine, G O’Connell, J. Hannon, E. Walsh and W. Lavelle.

The Motion was AGREED.
M6/0913
9% VAT 
It was proposed by Councillor G. O'Connell, Councillor C. King, Councillor E. Tuffy, Councillor J. Hannon, Councillor M. Devine, Councillor P. Kearns, and Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor D. Looney:
“That South Dublin County Council supports the campaign of the Restaurants Association of Ireland to keep the VAT rate for tourism and hospitality at 9% into 2014 and beyond and that the Manager is herby requested to write to the Minister for Finance and the Minster for Tourism to convey the wishes of the elected members in this regard.”

REPORT:
“Should the motion be agreed by the members a letter will issue to the Minister for Finance outlining the sentiments contained in the motion.”
The Motion was AGREED.
M7/0913
CHOICE BASED LETTING 

 It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor G. Kenny: 
“That this Council calls on the Manager to ensure that the Choice Based Letting scheme is fully explained again to all housing applicants on the waiting lists and that Pin Numbers are made known to and available to all on the lists. To further provide a manned dedicated computer terminal at the Customer Services desks in Tallaght and Clondalkin, on Friday, Monday and Tuesday and to request that all the Libraries in the County and the Community Centre Network, facilitate and assist customers who wish to check availability of housing on the website, on the same days.”
REPORT:
“The Council issued Choice Based Letting information by letter to all housing applicants, in tranches from October 2011 to February 2012, this information provided personal Reference and PIN number with step by step guide to use the CBL system.   New eligible housing applicants are given a verbal explanation of the system and provided with written information (as above) at time of housing assessment appointment.   The Council's Customer Staff and Library staff were given extensive training to assist housing applicants with accessing the CBL system.  The Customer Care Staff assist housing applicants weekly in the process.  Reference and PIN number are regularly re-issued to housing applicants either at Customer Care or sent by post from Allocations Section.

To date the Council has advertised 301 dwellings through the CBL system with 21,452 expressions of interest - all dwellings have been tenanted. The introduction of Choice Based Lettings system has proved a huge success for both the applicants and the Council. In terms of the Council's operations it has saved on staff resources, reduced the allocation of units and turnaround time significantly. The outcome is an extremely low level of Council owned vacant units - currently at No.51 _ (0.5% of SDCC Housing stock) which is among the lowest in the county.

The Allocations Section are conscious of those who never access CBL and will embark on an awareness campaign later this year having researched the trends, and statistics available on the C.B.L.system.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Duff and M. Devine.

Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Development responded to the Members queries.

The Motion was AGREED.

M8/0913
DERELICT SITES 

 It was proposed by Councillor M. Devine, seconded by Councillor C. King:

“That this Council supports the temporary use of derelict sites within the County as "Pop-up" passive recreational public spaces that will benefit the citizens of SDCC.”

REPORT:
“Under the provisions of the Derelict Sites Act, the removal of dereliction is required of the landowner upon whom Notice under the Act has been served. Landowners may make submissions to the Local Authority to propose works and/or uses that would remove and/or prevent the continuance of the dereliction. The removal of the dereliction is the objective of the process and this Council is very much open to proposals for imaginative uses or works that will achieve that goal.

There are a number of good examples around the country where Local Authorities have facilitated imaginative and positive uses for such sites and this Council is open to such proposal provided they are legal (e.g. under Planning etc) and that they remove or prevent dereliction. Landowners and controlling agents are being advised of the Council's willingness to discuss such proposals during the engagement.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Devine and D. Looney.
Director of Environmental Services Mr. J. Quinlivan responded to the Members queries.

The Motion was AGREED.

M9/0913
DIRECT AWARD CONTRACTS
 It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor E. Higgins:
“That this Council, noting that current direct awards contracts to Dublin Bus are due to expire in 2014, calls on the National Transport Authority to exercise the functions provided for in Section 52(6) of the Dublin Transport Act 2008 to conduct a review of direct award contracts for public bus services in the Greater Dublin Area, to include consultation with local authorities, elected representatives, commuters and business interests; and further, yet again, calls on the NTA to engage with elected members of this Council on the current review of bus services in the County.”
REPORT:
“Should the motion be passed an invitation will be issued to the National Transport Authority to update the members of South Dublin County Council.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors W. Lavelle, C. Bond, P. Cosgrave, G. Kenny, M. Devine, C. Brophy, E. Walsh and D. Looney.
The Motion was AGREED.

M10/0913
DOGS
As Councillor G. O’Connell was not in the Chamber the following motion FELL in accordance with Standing Order 20:

“That the Manager provides a copy of the Council's written policy on the welfare of dogs and how it relates to the practice of providing for stray and surrendered dogs together with a report on how it relates to legislation in this area and how it is applied in practice especially in how the Council responds to and deals with straw and surrendered dogs, the role of private companies/servers/kennels, the role of voluntary animal welfare organisations, the total cost to the Council per annum over the past three years, what room if any for improvement of the service and that a discussion take place on the matter.”
M11/0913
BROADCASTING CHARGE 

It was proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge: 
“That this council opposes the new broadcasting "iPad" charge.”
REPORT:
“The Programme for Government commits to 'examing the role, and collection of, the TV licence fee in light of existing and projected convergence of broadcasting technologies, transform the TV licence into a household-based Public Broadcasting Charge applied to all households and applicable businesses, regardless of the device they use to access content and review new ways of TV licence collection, including the possibility of paying in instalments through another utility bill (electricity or telecom), collection by local authorities, Revenue or new contract with An Post.'

Work carried out by the Department of Communications, Energy & Natural Resources led to the development of proposals for the introduction of a device-independent Public Service Broadcasting (PSB) Charge. These proposals were subsequently considered by an independently-chaired Value For Money (VFM) Policy Review Group and informed its deliberations and the recommendations contained in its Report. The Public Service Broadcasting (PSB) Charge Consultation Document has been developed on the basis of the work that has been already undertaken by the Department on this issue and on the Report of the VFM Review Group. The Minister for Communications, Energy & Natural Resources, Mr Pat Rabbitte, TD, now invites comments and/or observations from all interested parties, including individuals, organisations, companies, and broadcasters, on any or all of the issues outlined in the Consultation Document, which is available at the following link:

http://www.dcenr.gov.ie/Broadcasting/Consultation+on+Public+Service+Broadcasting+Charge/
Where respondents are making submissions they are requested to elaborate on their answers and to provide background for their submissions, where possible. The Consultation Document sets out a series of specific issues on which the Minister is seeking the views of respondents. Respondents are asked to address as many of the issues as they can with separate responses on each issue, as opposed to one narrative submission 

dealing with all the issues together. This approach is aimed at facilitating the Minister's consideration of the responses received. It should be noted that respondents are free to provide additional comments or observations on any matters that they consider relevant to the consultation.

The deadline for receipt of submissions is close of business on 8th October 2013 
Should the motion be agreed a copy of the motion will be forwarded to the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Gilligan, C. Brophy, W. Lavelle, P. Cosgrave and E. Walsh.

A vote was taken by a show of hands and the result was as follows:

For -

1  (ONE)

Against - 
14  (FOURTEEN)
Abstain - 
2  (TWO)
The motion FELL.
M12/0913
UNSECURED REPOSSED HOMES

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor G. Kenny:

“That this Council calls on the Manager to make additional efforts to establish some type of forum or grouping that would include SDCC, An Garda Síochána and representatives from the banks to deal with the escalating problems of repossessed homes in our Estates that are left unsecured which is causing enormous problems for residents with anti-social youths taking over the homes with the banks seemingly unconcerned with the damage done to their assets or the social problems that are caused by their abandonment.”
REPORT:
“The Council's Housing Department has established a schedule of private properties that are vacant which in some cases have been vacant for some time and have become known mainly due to the reasons outlined in the motion. Currently we have identified 10 such properties that are vacant/abandoned, 8 of which were secured by the Council to prevent them becoming a place of anti-social behaviour and against further damage.

The Council has in most cases identified the financial institution that now holds title to these units and we are in the process of contacting these individually to deal with the abandonment of the units and recovery of our costs. We have been advised that under the Local Government (Sanitary Services) Act 1964 the Council has the statutory power to recover the cost of the works carried out on a dangerous building by way of a contract debt. Judgement of a debt can be registered as a judgement mortgage on a property. It is our intention in the first instance to pursue this avenue with the identified registered owners.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. King, G. Kenny and   M. Devine.

Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Community and Social Development responded to the Members queries stating that he will bring a further report to the SPC.
The Motion was AGREED.

It was agreed to suspend Standing Orders at this point to deal with the final motion:
M13/0913
GATEWAY LABOUR ACTIVATION

 It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:
“That the Manager would make a Report for discussion at the meeting on measures being taken by the Council to put in place new Council operated Community Employment Schemes under the recent Government initiative for Local Authorities.”
REPORT:
“The Action Plan for Jobs sets out the Governments enhanced labour market activation strategy which sets out to maximise the number of positions than can be filled by those who are currently unemployed.  The scheme recognises the limited public resources at our disposal but notes that activation measures are targeted at those groups who are most at risk of long term unemployment as well as those who would benefit most from interventions.

As part of this Initiative  The Minister for Social Protection confirmed that these include 2,500 Jobbridge places, 2,500 places on the Tús scheme, an additional 2,000 community employment scheme places as well as 3,000 places in local authority social employment schemes.  The scheme to be called "Gateway" is an initiative to reduce unemployment. Work placements are a valuable route for participants to gain or update experience of the workplace, to learn new skills and to return to the routine of work. The scheme will assist the personal and social development of participants by providing short term work opportunities with the objective of bridging the gap between unemployment and re-entering the workforce.  

Participants must have been in receipt of jobseekers allowance for a minimum of 24 months.

Participants will be provided with a Fixed Term Contract (22Months only) between the individual and the Local Authority. Participants will work 19.5 hours per week / 39 hours per fortnight and will receive a payment equivalent to their rate of Jobseekers Allowance plus €20.00 per week with a minimum payment of €208.00 per week. 

There are currently 13 pilot local authorities, who are in the process of receiving lists of potential participants from the Department of Social Protection, and the local authorities will then begin the recruitment process. 

South Dublin County Council are not one of the Pilot Local Authorities, however in anticipation of the roll out of the scheme nationally, preliminary discussions have been held both internally and with the relevant Trade Unions to identify a broad range of opportunities that could be provided within this local authority and discussions have also been held with the relevant local Department of Social Protection representatives. 

South Dublin County Council will continue to identify relevant opportunities and also monitor the pilot local authorities to identify best practice before the roll out of the scheme nationally.”   

A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor E. Tuffy.

The Motion was AGREED.

The Meeting concluded at 6.31 p.m.
Signed: ____________________________


 Mayor

Date: ______________________________
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