COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, October 14th, 2013

HEADED ITEM NO. 5 (d) (ii)

Minutes of Transportation SPC held on 29th May 2013
PRESENT:
	Members
	Officials

	Cllr  C. Brophy
	T. Walsh Director of Service  

	Cllr A.M. Dermody
	J. McLoughlin Senior Engineer

	Cllr E. Coburn
	A. O’Mullane Senior Executive Engineer

	Cllr John Lahart
	

	Cllr P. Cosgrave
	

	Mr. Tom. Newton
	

	Apologies: Ms. Betty Tyrell Collard, Mr. K Farrell, Mr. M Moran, Cllr. T. Ridge
	


Cllr. Colm Brophy chaired the meeting.

Headed Item 1 – Confirmation and Re-affirmation of Minutes

The minutes of meeting of Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 7th February 2013 were proposed by Cllr Colm Brophy and seconded by Cllr Emma Coburn and agreed.
Headed Item 2 – Public Bike Scheme
Mr. John McLoughlin presented a report introducing a Public Bike Scheme Concept. A number of studies have been prepared by the National Transport Authority (NTA) to assess the potential of introducing public bike schemes in four cities; Cork, Galway, Limerick and Waterford, resulting in a number of reports including the following:

· Proposals for Introducing Public Bike Schemes in Regional Cities - Technical Feasibility Study June 2011

· Proposals for Introducing Public Bike Schemes in Regional Cities –Funding and Procuring options report, June 2011

A further draft report titled 'Report on the feasibility of providing bike rental schemes within the Metropolitan towns outside Dublin City Centre’ was prepared by the NTA in 2012. Following on from this report, provision has been made to carry out a feasibility study into the provision of a Bike Hire Scheme for the towns of Dún Laoghaire and Tallaght. 

Following contributions from Cllr Cosgrave, Cllr Lahart, Cllr Coburn, Cllr Dermody Cllr Brophy and Mr. Newton during which the following issues were raised and discussed for inclusion in the feasibility study
Funding of Scheme

Ongoing Maintenance and Movement of bikes

Worry about vandalism in more urban settings.

Safety Issues (helmets)

Market Research

Tourism Potential

Cross County Boundary Issues
Ms T Walsh and Mr. J McLoughlin responded to the members queries. The report was noted and it was agreed that the Public Bike Scheme would go on a future Transportation SPC Agenda when the feasibility study was ready for discussion.
Headed Item 3 – Bike Week Update 

Ms. T Walsh updated the committee on the Council’s Bike Week aims and events. Bike Week commences on Saturday 15th June to Sunday, 23rd June, 2013, throughout which there will be free Bike Checks, Fun Cycles. Heritage Cycles, Tour de Cuisine, Tour de Romance and School Cycling Events. The Launch is on 16th June, 2013 – St. Enda’s to Rathfarnham 1 p.m.

The members welcomed the bike week programme and following contributions from Cllr. P Cosgrave, Cllr. E Coburn and Cllr J. Lahart, the report was NOTED.
Headed Item 4 – RITS Net EU Project Briefing
Mr. Andrew O’Mullane updated the members on South Dublin County Council’s involvement in the EU project on Regional Intelligent Transport Systems (RITS).

The project examines:

· Current trends in regional development call for a higher sustainability of existing transport policies through the use of Transport Telematics or Intelligent Transport Systems (usually named ITS) solutions. 

· European policy-makers recently adopted legislation for the deployment of Intelligent Transport Systems in the field of road transport, putting more emphasis on the use of ITS as a management tool of transport policies.

· Local ITS implementations are generally not interoperable when transport activities spread out across the administrative urban boundaries. 

· The 9 partners from 9 different EU countries will exchange their mobility policies and practices and the use they make of ITS applications to meet mobility challenges, through a balanced mix of interregional workshops, trainings and exchange of practices, gathering the best ITS solutions in use in a digital Tool-box. 

· The goal is that partner regions exploit the full potential of ITS solutions in the process of planning and implementing their regional mobility strategies, dealing with technical and non-technical aspects, creating their own ITS plans adapted to their specific local contexts.
Mr O’Mullane responded to queries from Cllr Cosgrave and Mr. Newton and the report was Noted.
Headed Item 5 – A.O.B.

Ms T Walsh informed the members of the Transportation SPC that Condition 7 of the statutory approval for the M50 Upgrade Scheme required the following:

Condition 7: A scheme of specific demand management measures for the M50 motorway corridor shall be published by the relevant road authorities not later than three years after the M50 Motorway Upgrade Scheme has been completed. ( All elements of upgrade  completed in September 2010)
Reason: To protect the traffic capacity provided by the M50 Motorway Upgrade Scheme over its design life.

A working group comprising the four Dublin local authorities and the National Roads Authority (together the “relevant road authorities”) was convened in 2012 to study appropriate measures for inclusion in such a Scheme.  The working group has now completed initial work in considering appropriate measures and considers that sufficient work has been completed to brief each of the for Strategic Policy Committees. 
The measures studied are grouped into three main strands.

1) Traffic Managements and Traffic Control Measures e.g. Variable Speed Limits and Incident Management systems

2) Fiscal measures, possibility of additional barrier free toll points, (in addition to the existing toll point at Westlink) 

3) Smarter Travel initiatives

4) Combination of the above measures.

The intention of the relevant road authorities is to publish a scheme of specific demand management measures for the M50 motorway corridor in advance of the September 2013 deadline set out by an Bord Pleanála. 
Following discussion from the members present it was agreed through the chair that the NRA would be invited into the September meeting of the Transportation SPC to present  the findings of the M50 Travel Demand study to the members.
The meeting concluded at 7.05 p.m.     

