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SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MONDAY 14th NOVEMBER 2005

QUESTION NO. 4
Question:
Councillor Jim Daly
“To ask the Manager to report to the Council on plans to provide substantial increased funding in the Estimates for Junk Collections in 2006?”
Reply:

The estimated cost of providing the scheduled Junk Collection in South Dublin County in 2005 is over €400,000.  Costs associated with this service have escalated in recent years.  In 2003 the service was provided to 16,411 houses at a total cost of €242,071.  The following year the service was provided to 18,369 houses at a total cost of €470,205.  The cost almost doubled in a single year due to a large increase in the quantity of waste presented by each house and also due to a large increase in the cost per tonne for disposing of that waste.  

The combined effect of the high disposal costs and the high quantities of waste collected is that the number of houses receiving the service in 2005 shows only a slight increase from the 2004 figure.  During the course of 2004, many estates requested junk collection either through their residents associations or elected members.  Some of these estates are relatively new and are therefore new additions to the junk collection data base.  Indeed, some older estates have not previously received junk collection and have also been added to the data base recently.  

The body of estates on which the Junk Collection Programme is based is increasing steadily in line with population growth in South Dublin County, and to such an extent that the previous commitment to provide collections on a five year rotational basis requires review.  In fact, it has not been possible to include in the current schedule all areas which last received a collection five years ago. The budget provided for the collection has increased substantially over the past three years to allow the inclusion of the RAPID areas on a yearly basis, but the massive increases in waste disposal costs and in the presentation rate has led to a situation where the service cannot currently meet the demand for a junk collection in every estate on a five year rotation.  It is hoped to secure a similar level of funding in 2006 to that which was provided for 2005 but there currently seems little prospect that a substantial or any increase will be obtained during the 2006 Budget Process.
A report is due to be presented to the November meeting of the Environment SPC regarding the policy of Junk Collection, with a view to considering how best to apply the available resources.

Finally, it should be noted that there is an obligation on all householders to reduce waste and also have waste re-used where appropriate.  The Council’s Civic Amenity Facility at Ballymount provides for the acceptance of certain types of household waste and householders are encouraged to avail of this facility to dispose of material appropriately.  Following the introduction of the Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE) Directive on 13th August 2005, items of waste electrical and electronic equipment may be disposed of free of charge by householders living in the South Dublin County area at the Council’s Civic Amenity Facility in Ballymount.

Householders are also advised to note the obligations of retailers of electrical and electronic equipment to accept the return of a similar old product when a new product is being purchased.  Further information on the WEEE regulations may be found on the Environment page of the South Dublin County Council website at www.southdublin.ie .  

Other bulky household waste items may be disposed of at the Civic Amentiy Facility subject to the appropriate entrance fee.  Details are available on www.southdublin.ie of the materials accepted at the Civic Amenity Facility, and the entrance fees charged.
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