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SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MONDAY 14th NOVEMBER 2005

Question No. 6
Question: Cllr Jim Daly
To ask the Manager to report to the Council on his continued efforts to ensure proper water quality in our County?
Reply:
The public water supply is monitored to ensure compliance with all water quality legislation and standards.  The sample regime is set out in the EPA Implementation Handbook on the EC (Drinking Water) Regulations 2000 and implemented by the Central Laboratory of Dublin City Council on behalf of South Dublin County Council.  242 check samples are undertaken across the county each year for 13 parameters – mainly key health and aesthetic parameters.  An additional 17 audit parameters are undertaken across the county each year for all 46 chemical, indicator and microbiological parameters specified in the EC (Drinking Water) Regulations 2000.

The EPA Reports on The Quality of Drinking Water in Ireland for 2002 and 2003 noted that drinking water standards in South Dublin County were the third highest in the country at 99.4% and 99.3% respectively with respect to public water supplies.  This is due in part to a rigorous sampling and maintenance regime, which permit any quality issues to be identified at an early stage and acted upon.  The 2004 Report has not been issued to date but similar results are anticipated.

Ongoing maintenance includes mains flushing to cleanse the network and a mains scouring unit has been secured on a trial basis and used with considerable success to eliminate problems arising on cast iron mains.
