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SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MONDAY 14th NOVEMBER 2005

QUESTION NO. 7
Question:
Councillor Jim Daly
“To ask the Manager to report to the Council on proposals to seek further funding in the Estimates for a major Educational Programme to counter the menace of litter in our communities and will he detail his views in the matter?”
Reply:

The Council’s approach to the problem of control and eradication of litter pollution is multi-faceted.The problem is tackled by the direct action of enforcement and cleansing and also by awareness measures and the support and encouragement of local communities and individuals.  The resources applied by the Council to resolve the problem are as follows:

Litter Wardens

The Council’s six Litter Wardens enforce the Litter Pollution Act and relevant Waste Management legislation, throughout South Dublin County.  The six Anti-Litter Wardens have issued 1,180 on-the-spot fines for littering in 2004, and 847 on-the-spot fines for littering were issued in the first nine months of 2005.  58 cases have been referred to the Law Agent so that court proceedings may be instituted.  These cases are for a variety of offences e.g. failure to pay an on-the-spot fine, or for more serious dumping offences.  39 cases for dumping or littering have been successfully brought before the District Court in 2005 to date.
Cleansing Unit

The Council’s Cleansing Unit provide a service in removing dumped material from public places throughout the County and every effort is made to identify those responsible, as the Council aims to recoup these costs from those responsible.  The Litter Wardens rely heavily on the vigilance of the public in reporting dumping and littering offences, to ensure every effort is made to keep South Dublin County clean and litter free.  In this regard, it is important that anyone who witnesses dumping should report the offenders to the Litter Wardens.  It is worth noting that the registration number of a vehicle used in a dumping offence may be used to identify the offender for prosecution purposes.
Roadsweeping
The Council provides by contract a roadsweeping service which controls litter on main roads, dual carriageways and within housing estates.

Village Cleaning

The Council provides a handcart service for village cleaning duties and two additional handcart operatives have been appointed in 2005, bringing the total number of handcart operatives to 13.

Environmental Awareness
The Council’s Environmental Awareness Programme places a significant emphasis on the elimination of litter, by encouraging responsible individual and community behaviour and by supporting community and resident associations to address the problem in their own areas.  The Council continues to highlight the important role which the community can play in reducing litter in the county. Over 1,000 people throughout the county attended 40 events during the Council’s Green Week including “Slim your Bin” and litter clinics.

The Beautiful South Dublin County Competition 2005 for which awards were recently announced placed strong emphasis on the absence of litter.  At the Awards ceremony, it was announced that a new Beautiful South Dublin County Schools Competition would commence in 2005, with prizes being awarded in Spring 2006.  Each year the Council invites applications from individuals, groups etc for anti-litter awareness grants. These grants are paid towards projects which promote anti-litter awareness in the community and which have a positive impact on the residents / schoolchildren of the county. 

The Council actively encourages schools in the County to participate in the Green Schools Competition which is co-ordinated by An Taisce. This is a European-wide environmental education programme aimed at schools, which strongly promotes anti-litter awareness and recycling.  Schools which successfully complete their Green Schools programme are awarded a European Green Flag which is valid for a two year period and which must be re-applied for after that.  The school visit programme also involves visits by an Anti-Litter Warden to inform the students of the negative impact of litter and illegal dumping on their local community.

It is worth noting that of the two South Dublin County Council towns recently surveyed by Irish Business Against Litter it was found of Tallaght that this year “There has been an improvement in the litter situation in Tallaght with five excellent sites” and of Lucan, that “There have been big improvements in Lucan with no litter blackspots this time around.”
The possibility of providing more resources can only be considered in the light of consideration of all aspects of budget preparation.  As stated the Council’s approach is multifaceted and improvements in cleanliness requires changes in behaviour from individuals and communities in addition to the services provided by the Council.

The benefits of an Educational Programme would be improvements in behaviour and for this reason, the Environmental Awareness Programme will continue to engage with schools and Community and Youth groups, within the available resources.

3/3

