COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 8th July 2013


PRESENT

	Councillors
	Councillors

	Bond, C.
	Kearns, P.

	Bonner, B.
	Kenny, G.

	Coburn, E.
	King, C.

	Corr, M.
	Lahart, J.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lavelle, W.

	Dermody, A-M.
	Looney, D.

	Devine, M.
	McDonagh, M.

	Duff, M.
	O’Connell, G.

	Gilligan, T.
	Ridge, T.

	Hannon, J.
	Tuffy, E.

	Higgins, E.
	Walsh, E.

	Jones, C.
	

	
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	D. McLoughlin 

	Deputy Manager
	P. Poole

	Directors / Heads of Function


	C. Henehan, P. Murphy, B. Coman, 
F. Nevin, J. Quinlivan, T. Kavanagh, 

E. Conroy

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Maguire, Y. Dervan,  H. Hogan

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	B. Sheehan

	Assistant Head of I.T.
	M. Galvin

	Senior Planner
	C. Ryan

	Administrative Officer
	E. Leech

	Staff Officer
	T. Fallon

	A/ Staff Officer 
	B. Gorman

	I.T.
	S. Hunt

	Irish Sign Language Interpreter
	D. Byrne


The Mayor, Councillor D. Looney, presided.
At the outset of the meeting the Mayor, Councillor D. Looney, welcomed everyone to his first meeting and thanked the Members for their support.  He offered his congratulations to the Dublin Senior hurling team, in particular to nine of the fifteen players who play for South Dublin clubs.
H1/0713
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 10th June 2013 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart.
H2a)/0713
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE - 11th JUNE 2013 - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY, HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council's Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received
	Amount

	GF2168
	Glendower & District 
Residents Association
	Environmental Improvements Grant
	29/04/13
	€500


It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grant as recommended in the foregoing report.”

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Rathfarnham Area Committee – 11th June 2013 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED”.
H2b)/0713 
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE - 19th JUNE 2013 - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY, HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003 has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-
	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	Agf791
	Sruleen Art Group
	Art material for a studio and 
gallery as a community space
	17th May 2013
	€600


It was proposed by Councillor M. McDonagh and seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the forgoing report”.”  

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Clondalkin Area Committee – 19th June 2013 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED”.
H2c)/0713 REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - JOINT TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) & TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 24th JUNE 2013 - DEALING WITH COMMUNITY, HOUSING, ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	Agf794
	Virginia House 
Creative Writers
	Grant for publishing an anthology
	7th June 2013
	€650


It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff and seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:

'That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report.'

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Joint Tallaght Area Committee (1) & Tallaght Area Committee (2) – 24th June 2013 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED”.
H2d)/0713   REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - LUCAN AREA COMMITTEE - 25th JUNE 2013 - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY, HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	AGF790
	Carline Learning Centre
	Photography and ceramic project re Cultural Diversity
	20th May 2013
	€600


It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor E. Higgins and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grant as recommended in the foregoing report.”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Lucan Area Committee – 25th June 2013 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED”.
H3/0713
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE & FINANCE COMMITTEE
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H4/0713
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H5/0713
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES   

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

QUESTIONS FOR NOTING

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions numbered Q1 – Q6 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
Q1/0713
 COMMERCIAL RATES
QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine
To ask the Manager for an update with regards to Commercial Rates - amounts collected, amounts outstanding and amounts written off?
REPLY:
The following is the position regarding Commercial Rates up to the 27th.June 2013

	Due @ 1 January 2013
	Billed 2013
	Write Off
	Adjustments
	Total for Collection
	Collected
	Outstanding  @ 27th June 2013

	€39,940,231
	€122,800,296
	€2,025,114
	€1,433,958
	€159,281,455
	€55,102,766
	€104,178,689


Commercial Rates are billed in full at the start of each year but are payble in two moieties: the first 2013 moiety became due in January 2013 and the second moiety totalling €61,400,148 fell due for payment on 1st July 2013.  

The total outstanding at 27th June 2013 was €104,178,690 of which €73,208,334 related to 2013 billing.  Ratepayers can avail of a variety of payment options including monthly payment arrangements via direct debit, payments on account and post dated cheques.   Approximately 27% of the outstanding 2013 Rates have payment arrangements in place and 21% of total amounts outstanding are making payments in accordance with agreed payment plans.  In addition an estimated 11% of rated properties in arrears are vacant and potentially in a position to qualify for a vacancy credit.  

The following Guide to Commercial Rates was issued to Ratepayers in January 2013 and is available online at  www.sdcc.ie/sites/default/files/guidelines/commercial-rates-2013-final.pdf
 

Q2/0713
ILLEGAL DUMPING

QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine
To ask the Manager to liaise with Dublin City Beta Projects regarding its attempt to provide new thinking on solutions to tackle the increasing problem of illegal dumping?
REPLY:
South Dublin County Council has had contact from Dublin City Beta project regarding the issue of litter and illegal dumping. Discussions took place regarding fixyourstreet.ie  and its positive engagement with the public reporting incidents of litter and illegal dumping.   The Environmental Services Department will continue to liaise with this project and staff in Dublin City Council to capitalise on new ideas in this area.

Q3/0713
 PUBLIC REALM 

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle
To ask the Manager to present a report on the quality assurance measures in place with respect to public realm work activities?
REPLY:

The re-organisation of the Environmental Services front line staff also addressed an inconsistency in supervisory levels that had been present under the previous arrangements. The re-organisation and balancing of supervisory staff now enables far closer scrutiny to be applied to the work being undertaken and to the quality and standards being achieved. 

The Schedule Management System enables senior and line managers to set the level of service, frequency and programme of work to be followed. Line mangers then assign particular jobs to individual Supervisors who are charged with the responsibility of ensuring that those jobs are carried out in the right manner and to the required standard. The normal course of the supervisory role involves works assessment and planning, Health & Safety assessment, work practice supervision and works completion & standards confirmations. These roles are met through inspections at work sites before, during and after works during which quality and standard of work should be addressed.

A reporting system was put in place during 2012 that requires supervisory staff to submit daily reports on work programmes to line managers. This system is currently undergoing further development with a view to enabling improved verification of standards across the work programme.

As advised in previous replies, the transitional phase of the re-organisation includes a broad ranging review of approaches to work, work practices, efficiencies and standards. This review is currently under way.

Q4/0713
CYCLE ROUTES
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle
To ask the Manager for an update on efforts to develop off-road cycle routes throughout our County, including on a north-south basis, for example an extension of the Griffeen Valley Park green route, both northwards to Lucan Village and southwards to Corkagh Park, possibly via Grange Castle Business Park?
REPLY:
Off road cycle routes currently subject to funding by the National Transport Authority in 2013 in South Dublin County include:

· The detailed design and construction of the Grange Road to Grange Downs permeability link in Rathfarnham. 

· The preliminary design of a section of the Dodder Regional Cycle Route from Firhouse Road, Tallaght to the county boundary at Dodder Road Lower, Rathfarnham. 

· The Marlfield to Aylesbury permeability link in Tallaght. 

· The detailed design and construction of a shared pedestrian and cycle route; including a new bridge over the Dodder, at Dodder Valley Park, Old Bawn, Tallaght.

The National Transport Authority have commissioned a consultant to develop a cycle network for the Greater Dublin Area.  This will include off road cycle routes as well as 'Greenway' routes (such as the proposed River Dodder Greenway and extension to the Griffeen Valley Park Route).  South Dublin County Council will continue to work with the National Transport Authority in developing and improving the cycle network in South Dublin County.

Q5/0713
 PLAYGROUND CONSTRUCTION

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle
To ask the Manager for a detailed update on the preparation and presentation of proposals under the playground construction programme?
REPLY:

The Playground Construction Programme has been amended to remove those which have now been constructed and to include those playgrounds that were promoted by the Elected Members in the years following from the adoption of the first Playground Construction Programme. The list of playgrounds to be included in the Programme is now amended to include these recommendations as follows: 

	Location
	Electoral Area
	Review

	Griffeen Valley
Park 
(Grange Lands)
	Lucan 
	Part of 2007 – 2012 Programme. Part 8 in place. This proposal
included for the provision of a playground as part of the
development of the park

	Rathcoole Park
	Tallaght
	Part of 2007 – 2012 Programme Design work on playgrounds at Rathcoole Park is subject to identification of suitable sites.

	Tymon Park
	Tallaght
	Part of 2007 – 2012 Programme A Part 8 in place.  Proposals to 
be formulated

	Corkagh Park
	Clondalkin
	Part of 2007 – 2012 Programme Proposals to be formulated

	Waterstown Park, 
Liffey Valley
	Lucan
	Part of 2007 – 2012 Programme. Part 8 in place. Proposals to be formulated

	Hermitage Park
	Lucan
	Proposals to be formulated

	Ballyowen Park
	Lucan
	Proposals to be formulated

	Ballycragh Park
	Tallaght
	Proposals to be formulated

	St. Dominic's Park
	Tallaght
	Proposals to be formulated

	Beechfield Park
	Tallaght
	Proposals to be formulated

	Woodstown Park
	Rathfarnham
	Proposals to be formulated

	Whitechurch Park
	Rathfarnham
	Proposals to be formulated


A scoping exercise is currently under way with a view to the advancement of a playground construction programme. This exercise will assess the range of factors including sustainability, distribution of existing playgrounds in the area, presence of maintenance depot for routine maintenance, upkeep and Part 8 planning approval, as necessary and the identification of the necessary finance in the Capital Programme.

Q6/0713
 HYDRO-ELECTRIC FEASIBILITY STUDY
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle
To ask the Manager for an update on the proposed feasibility study, in conjunction with SEAI, on the potential of introducing a pilot hydro-electric project on the Liffey?

REPLY:
The South Dublin Sustainable Energy Action Plan adopted by the Council in May 2013 includes Replace Action No. 3 (Action REP3) whereby the Council will continue to investigate the feasibility of using renewable and low carbon technologies.

To progress SEAP Replace Action No. 3, the Council has prepared a brief for the carrying out of a feasibility study into the potential for small scale hydro based electricity generation in South Dublin County. This feasibility study will identify potential sites for the development of hydro schemes in the County including on the Rivers Liffey and Dodder.   The focus of the study will be hydro electric energy potential and development viability.  It will identify a small number of likely sites that will be subject to more detailed investigation, including costings and an assessment of economic potential.   The study will also address planning, environmental and fisheries issues.  The last study of this type was undertaken in 1985 by the Department of Energy.  The work will be carried out with the support of SEAI under the provisions of the Sustainable Energy Community (SEC) Programme for which SDCC successfully bid in 2011 and is intended to facilitate the early implementation of successful hydro electricity projects in the County.

H6/0713
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS 
(i)   Airpark Estate, Rathfarnham
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms T. Walsh, Director of Roads and Water Services, and was CONSIDERED:  
“The following report was considered at the Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting on 11th June, 2013.  

“Statutory Notice has been given in the public press of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the roads in the following estate,

Airpark Estate, Rathfarnham

as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads.

The closing date for receipt of objections was Friday, 7th June, 2013 – no objections were received.

It is recommended that the roads be declared to be public roads.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and AGREED;-

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare the Roads in Airpark Estate, Rathfarnham as set out in the above report to be Public Roads.”

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-

“That the Roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are herby declared to be Public Roads.”

                                 SCHEDULE FOR: Air Park

                                 LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA: Rathfarnham
	                          TOWNLAND:  Woodtown & Newtown 
	
	            B.C. NO: 1388
	

	ELECTORAL DIVISION: Rathfarnham
	
	  DATE: April 2013
	

	ROADNAME
	ROAD ID
	LENGTH(m)
	DESCRIPTION

	Air Park Avenue
	
	536m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with Stocking Lane, northwestward, northward, westward, southwestward, westward, southward, westward, northwestward, and northeastward to its junction with Airpark Rise. 

Also including that part, from a point opposite house no. 11 northward to the end of its turning bay.

	Air Park Rise
	
	126m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with Air Park Avenue, at house no 66, northeastward, southeastward and southward to its junction with Air Park Avenue.

Also including that part from a point opposite house no. 5, northward to the end of its turning bay.

	Air Park Court
	
	81m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with Air Park Avenue, northwestward to the end of its turning bay.

Also including that part, from a point opposite house no. 1, northeastward to the end of its turning bay.

	Air Park Close
	
	108m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with Air Park Avenue, northeastward and southeastward to a t-junction then northeastward to the end of its turning bay. Also including that part from the t-junction southwestward to the end of its turning bay.


Total Length of Road for TIC:  851m”     

It was proposed by Councillor D. Lahart, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave and RESOLVED:

“That the Roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are herby declared to be Public Roads.”

(ii)   Saggart Abbey (Verschoyle) Fortunestown, Tallaght

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms T. Walsh, Director of Roads and Water Services, and was CONSIDERED:

“The following report was considered at the Tallaght (2) Area Committee Meeting on 24th June, 2013.  

“Statutory Notice has been given in the public press of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the roads in the following estate,

Saggart Abbey (Verschoyle) Fortunestown, Tallaght

as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads.

The closing date for receipt of objections was Friday, 7th June, 2013 – no objections were received.

It is recommended that the roads be declared to be public roads.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. Bond and AGREED;-

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare the Roads in Saggart Abbey (Verschoyle) Fortunestown, Tallaght as set out in the above report to be Public Roads.”

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-

“That the Roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are herby declared to be Public Roads.”

SCHEDULE FOR:  Saggart Abbey (Verschoyle)
                          LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA: Tallaght

	                   TOWNLAND:    
	Fortunestown
	B.C. NO:
	1196(4)

	ELECTORAL DIVISION:
	Tallaght
	DATE:
	April 2013

	ROADNAME
	ROAD ID
	LENGTH(m)
	DESCRIPTION

	Verschoyle Avenue
	
	435m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with Citywest Road, westward to, and around square open space area and continuing westward to its junction with Verschoyle Rise.

	Verschoyle Rise
	
	249m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with Verschoyle Avenue, northward to its junction with Verschoyle Green, and also southward to its junction with Verschoyle Heights and also crescent shaped carriageway fronting house nos. 5 to 31 around open space.

	Verschoyle Heights
	
	136m
	Carriageway and associated grass margin.

From its junction with Verschoyle Rise, at house no. 18, westward to the end of its turning bay, and also eastward to the end of its turning bay.

	Verschoyle Green
	
	118m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with Verschoyle Rise, westward to the end of its turning bay, and also eastward and northward to the end of its turning bay.

	Verschoyle Close
	
	157m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with Verschoyle Avenue, southward to and including, crescent shaped carriageway fronting house nos. 3 to 22 around open space.

	Verschoyle Vale
	
	137m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with Verschoyle Avenue, northward to its junction with Verschoyle Drive.  

	Verschoyle Drive
	
	259m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with Verschoyle Vale, southwestward to the end of its turning bay, 

and also northeastward, southeastward, and northeastward to the end of its turning bay.

	Verschoyle Glen
	
	260m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with Verschoyle Vale, eastward, northeastward, and eastward, to house no. 29, then northward, to the end of its turning bay, and also southward to the end of its turning bay.

	Verschoyle Crescent
	
	107m
	Carriageway only. 

From its junction with Verschoyle Avenue, northeastward fronting house no’s 10 to 18 to the end of its turning bay and also from its junction with Verschoyle Avenue, southeastward fronting house no’s 9 to 1, to the end of its turning bay.

	Verschoyle Park


	
	405m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with Corbally Heath, northwestward to house no. 7, westward to the end of its turning bay at house no. 24 and also from opposite house no. 15, northward to a point opposite house no. 44, then westward to the end of its turning bay at house no. 36 and also from a point opposite house no. 44, eastward to the end of its turning bay at house no. 52.

	Verschoyle Crescent

Footpath ‘A’.


	
	18m


	Footpath only.
Linking Verschoyle Avenue, to the turning bay on Verschoyle Crescent opposite house no. 2.



	Verschoyle Crescent

Footpath ‘B’.


	
	18m


	Footpath only.
Linking Verschoyle Avenue, to the turning bay on Verschoyle Crescent opposite house no.17.



	Verschoyle Green

Footpath ‘C’


	
	35m


	Footpath only.
Linking turning bay of Verschoyle Green, to the turning bay on Verschoyle Drive. 




Total Length of Road for TIC:  2263m

Total Length of Footpath for TIC: 71”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That the Roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are herby declared to be Public Roads.”

(iii)  Larkfield Estate, Lucan
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms T. Walsh, Director of Roads and Water Services, and was CONSIDERED:

“The following report was considered at the Lucan Area Committee Meeting on 25th June, 2013.  

“Statutory Notice has been given in the public press of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the roads in the following estate,

Larkfield Estate, Lucan

as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads.

The closing date for receipt of objections was Friday, 7th June, 2013 – no objections were received.

It is recommended that the roads be declared to be public roads.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle and AGREED;-

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare the Roads in Larkfield Estate, Lucan as set out in the above report to be Public Roads.”

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-

“That the Roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are herby declared to be Public Roads.”

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That the Roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are herby declared to be Public Roads.”
H7a)/0713
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE DWELLINGS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H7b)/0713
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES – VARIATION IN PROPOSED EXCHANGE OF LANDS AT SCHOOL ROAD, SAGGART, CO. DUBLIN WITH MR. MICHAEL HARRINGTON
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Land Use, Economic and Transport Planning, and was CONSIDERED:

“The Council at its meetings held on the 9th May 2005 and 13th June 2005 noted the proposal to dispose of a site comprising .046 hectares or thereabouts being part of the reservoir lands at School Road, Saggart to Mr. Michael Harrington who owns adjoining property, in exchange for an equivalent area of land in his ownership, which was required for the Boherboy Water Supply Scheme. Part of the lands being disposed of had already been in the possession of Mr. Harrington for several years.  Manager's Orders Nos. LA/105/2005 and LA/145/2005 and Minute Nos. (C/0351/05) and (C/0436/05) refer.

The various accommodation works agreed between the Council and the Purchaser to give effect to the land exchange were finalised only recently as part of the contract for the Boherboy Water Supply Scheme, as a new contractor had to be engaged on the scheme.

During the course of these works the Council's contractor erected new boundary fencing which was not in line with the proposed boundaries as per the agreed land exchange. The revised boundaries resulted in an additional area of land being incorporated into Mr. Harrington's property and a smaller area being acquired by the Council. The Council's Engineer has confirmed that the area taken by the Council is a sufficient wayleave for the water supply scheme and accordingly it is proposed to proceed with the land exchange based on the boundaries now in place on site. The Engineer has also expressed concern that any further delays in finalising a settlement with Mr. Harrington may increase greatly the overall costs in dealing with this landowner.

The area now to be disposed of by the Council measures .059 hectares approximately hectares approximately as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/35/11 Rev.A whereas the area to be acquired by the Council is now .029 hectares approximately as shown outlined in red on revised Drawing No. LA/36/11 Rev.A. Mr.  Harrington is also to transfer, waive or surrender any title or interest he may have in a portion of the lands measuring .005ha on revised Drawing No. LA/37/11 Rev.A which was claimed to be in his possession prior to the scheme works.

I recommend therefore in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 that the Council vary the terms for the proposed exchange of lands at School Road, Saggart with Mr. Michael Harrington to provide for the revision of areas whereby the area now to be disposed of by the Council measures .059 hectares approximately as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/35/11 Rev.A and the area to be acquired by the Council is now .029 hectares approximately as shown outlined in red on revised Drawing No. LA/36/11 Rev.A. Mr. Harrington is also to transfer, waive or surrender any title or interest he may have in a portion of the lands measuring .005ha as shown outlined in red on revised Drawing No. LA/37/11 Rev. A which was claimed to be in his possession prior to the scheme works.

The terms and conditions of the disposal as notified to the Council otherwise to remain unchanged.

 D. McLoughlin
County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and RESOLVED:
“That in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 that the Council vary the terms for the proposed exchange of lands at School Road, Saggart with Mr. Michael Harrington to provide for the revision of areas whereby the area now to be disposed of by the Council measures .059 hectares approximately as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/35/11 Rev.A and the area to be acquired by the Council is now .029 hectares approximately as shown outlined in red on revised Drawing No. LA/36/11 Rev.A. Mr. Harrington is also to transfer, waive or surrender any title or interest he may have in a portion of the lands measuring .005ha as shown outlined in red on revised Drawing No. LA/37/11 Rev. A which was claimed to be in his possession prior to the scheme works”.
H7c)/0713 PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES –  PROPOSED EXCHANGE OF LANDS TO REGULARISE BOUNDARIES OF LANDS OWNED BY THE COUNCIL AND THE SCOUT FOUNDATION AT WATERY LANE, CLONDALKIN
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Land Use, Economic and Transport Planning, and was CONSIDERED:

“The Council is owner of a property known as 'Valhalla' Watery Lane, Clondalkin which has recently been developed for voluntary housing purposes. The property, when acquired was an unregistered title and the Council is now arranging to apply for first registration of title.

Following a survey of the site it is noted that two small slivers of land, which are incorporated into the site, are registered to the adjoining landowner, The Scout Foundation. The St. Killian's Unit of the Scouts occupy the Scout building on the adjoining site and it is understood that they built a boundary wall between the two properties several years ago, possibly in the mid 1970's. The wall was constructed in a straight line formation rather than following the more irregular ownership boundary line, thus leaving two small slivers of land physically incorporated into the adjoining property at 'Valhalla'. The Council acquired the 'Valhalla' property some years later in 2000 but these slivers were not included with the title. It has also been noted that two strips of land which are contained within the Scout Building are still registered to the Council as part of lands acquired by the Council in 1963 for housing purposes. 

As the 'Valhalla' site is now developed and to avoid creating a 'no mans land' situation, the Council has agreed in principle with representatives of The Scout Foundation to enter into an exchange of lands on a cost neutral basis to regularise each party's title to the lands already in their possession, as outlined above.

Accordingly, I now recommend that the Council dispose of its freehold interest in the two plots of land as shown marked Plot 3 (measuring 0.0427Ha approx. ) and Plot 4(measuring 0.0234Ha approx) on the attached Drawing No. LR/23/13 to The Scout Foundation, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions:-

1. That in exchange for the lands outlined above, the Scout Foundation shall transfer any and all interests held by it in the plots of land shown marked Plot 1 and Plot 2 on attached Drawing No. LR 22/13.

2. That each party shall be liable for its own legal fees and any V.A.T., Stamp Duty or other tax and duties which may arise in the transaction.

3. That the Council's Law Agent shall draft the necessary legal documents and shall include any further terms he deems appropriate in Agreements of this nature.

4.     That no contract enforceable at Law is created or intended to be created until such time as contracts have been exchanged.

5.    That the disposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being obtained.

The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired from Mrs. Bridie Hart in 1963 for housing and road purposes. 

D. McLoughlin
County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and RESOLVED:

“That the Council dispose of its freehold interest in the two plots of land as shown marked Plot 3 (measuring 0.0427Ha approx.) and Plot 4 (measuring 0.0234Ha approx.) on the attached Drawing No. LR/23/13 to The Scout Foundation, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions as outlined in the foregoing report.”
H7d)/0713   PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST IN NO. 3 BALROTHERY ESTATE, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 TO PETER & MARIA NOLAN
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Land Use, Economic and Transport Planning, and was CONSIDERED:

“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Peter and Maria Nolan to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council's Small Builders Scheme. Peter and Maria Nolan have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property. The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of 
Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase 
Price

	3 Balrothery Estate, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
	Peter Nolan & 
Maria Nolan  
	30/08/1974
	Siobhán O'Dea 
	€387.00 


D. McLoughlin 

_____________________
County Manager”   

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and RESOLVED:

“That in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, South Dublin County Council dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Peter and Maria Nolan to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council's Small Builders Scheme. Peter and Maria Nolan have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property. The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of

Lease
	Land Acquired
From
	Purchase 
Price

	3 Balrothery Estate, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
	Peter Nolan & 
Maria Nolan 
	30/08/1974
	Siobhán O'Dea 
	€387.00”


H7e)/0713   PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - TRANSFER OF LANDS BETWEEN COOKSTOWN ROAD AND CITYWEST AVENUE, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 TO THE RAILWAY PROCUREMENT AGENCY TO FACILITATE CONSTRUCTION OF LUAS LINE A1, TALLAGHT TO SAGGART LINE

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Land Use, Economic and Transport Planning, and was CONSIDERED:

“The Railway (Dublin Light Rail Line A1 – Belgard to Saggart) Order 2008 required the Council to transfer to the Railway Procurement Agency (RPA) all lands in its ownership located between the Cookstown Road and the Citywest Business Park which were required for the construction of the Luas Line A1, Tallaght to Saggart Line. In accordance with agreements reached at the oral hearing into the Railway Order and having regard to the significant infrastructure being provided by the RPA which serves a substantial area of South Dublin County, it was agreed that the lands required for the line which were in the Council's ownership were to be transferred free of charge to the RPA. Any lands which the Council had to acquire for the rail line were to be charged to the RPA based on cost of acquisition. 

Manager's Order LA/265/2007 approved the acquisition of 31.872 acres (12.9 ha) of lands at Cheeverstown from Roadstone Dublin Limited part of which was required for the construction of the Outer Ring Road Phase 111 and the Belgard Road to Saggart  Link Road and sections of the LUAS Line A1. The area of the Roadstone lands required for the LUAS line A1 are to be charged to the RPA on a pro rata basis with the agreed consideration for the acquisition of the overall area of 31.872 acres from Roadstone Dublin Limited, plus fees.

Accordingly, I recommend that in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act , 2001, that the Council dispose of lands comprising 31,768 sqm (7.9 acres) or thereabouts located between the Cookstown Road and Citywest Avenue to the Railway Procurement Agency, Parkgate Business Centre, Parkgate Street, Dublin 8 as detailed on the schedule attached to this report and as shown outlined in red on the relevant Indicative Drawings identified in the Schedule in accordance with the Railway (Dublin Light Rail Line A1 – Belgard to Saggart) Order 2008, and subject to the following terms and conditions:

1.     That the Council dispose of its fee simple interest or leasehold interest or enter into an operational licence and give vacant possession to the subject lands, subject to the wayleaves referred to at Clause 2 hereunder, retaining subterranean and air space property rights, as deemed  appropriate by the Council.

2.     That the Council retain a wayleave over the subject lands where necessary to access public services, for maintenance purposes.

3.     That the purchase price is as set out in the Schedule attached to this Manager's Order.

4.      That the RPA give a written undertaking to the Council by way of side letter to this Agreement that it will provide for future access, if required, to Council owned land south of the rail line in the vicinity of the Cheeverstown LUAS stop.

5.     That the burdens set out at Part3(4) of Folio DN183654F and referred to in the Transfer dated 21st December 2007 between Roadstone Dublin Ltd and CRH Estates Ltd and the subsequent Transfer dated 31st January 2008 between CRH Estates Ltd, South Dublin County Council and Roadstone Dublin Ltd  and in Manager's Order LA/265/2007 affecting the lands the subject of the disposal to the RPA shall run with the lands to be disposed of.

6.     That the RPA, as transferee, and their successors and assigns shall be bound by and enter into a direct covenant with Roadstone Dublin Limited to be bound by the terms of clauses 6 and 7 contained in Manager's Order LA/265/2007 and by the covenants on the part of the Purchaser(as therein defined) set out  in the Transfer dated 31st January 2008 between CRH Estates Ltd, South Dublin County Council and Roadstone Dublin Ltd  

7.     That each party shall be responsible for its own professional fees in this matter. 

8.     That the RPA shall be responsible for the payment of any VAT/Stamp Duty arising out of this transaction.

9.     That the Council or the RPA shall arrange for preparation of accurate disposal maps based on the 'as constructed' position of the LUAS line. 

10. The Transfer to contain such other standard conditions and general provisions as are contained in agreements of this type and as are deemed appropriate by the Council's Law Agent.

D. McLoughlin
County Manager”
Schedule of lands to be transferred to RPA
	DESCRIPTION
	ADDRESS
	AREA SQM APPROX.
	ACQUISITION HISTORY
	MONETARY CONSIDERATION

	Lot Nos 19 A1, 
19 A2, 19 A3
comprised in
Folio No
DN 23088F
	Lands at Old 
Belgard Rd., 
Cookstown as 
shown on 
Indicative Drawing
No A1-P19 0-A  
	1,521
	Acquired from Lamont Assurance Co Ltd for
road purposes in 1977
	Nil

	Lot No 19 A4 comprised in 
Folio Nos 
DN 23088F And
DN 118055F
	Land at
Cookstown Rd as 
shown on 
Indicative Drawing
No A1-P19 A-B
	2,421
	Part acquired from DCC
in 1997 under the 
Scheme of Transfer of 
Lands & Housing 
pursuant to the LG
(Dublin) Act 1993 and
part from Lamont 
Assurance Co Ltd  for 
road purposes in 1977  
	Nil

	Lot Nos 19 A6,
19 A5, 19 A7, 
19 A8, 19 A9, 
19 A10, 19 A11,

19 A12 
comprised in
Folio 
DN 118055F  
	Lands at 
Cookstown Rd as
shown on
Indicative Drawing
Nos A1-P19 A-B  
A1-P19 B-C
	2,547
	Acquired from DCC in
1997 under the Scheme
of Transfer of Lands & 
Housing pursuant to the
LG (Dublin) Act 1993 
	Nil

	Lot Nos 19 A13,

19 A15, 19 A18,
19 A22, 19 A24,

19 A25, 19 A26,

19 A27, 19 A28,

19 A29, 19 A30,

19 A31, 19 A32,
comprised in 
Folio
DN 183654F
	Lands at 
Cheeverstown/ Brookview as
shown on
Indicative Drawing
No. SSA 1260 
Page 1&2
	10,905
	Acquired from CRH 
Estates and Roadstone
Ltd for road and rail 
purposes in 2008
	Consideration is
pro rata to cost to
Council of 
acquiring these
lands from
Roadstone Dublin
Ltd/CRH Estates in
2008 – calculated
at €628,658 per
acre.- total price 
based on final measurement.  

	DESCRIPTION
	ADDRESS
	AREA SQM
	ACQUISITION HISTORY
	MONETARY CONSIDERATION

	Lot No. 19 A14 comprised in 
Folio 
DN 16695F
	Land adj to 
Embankment Rd, Fettercairn as
shown on 
Indicative Drawing No  A1-P19 B-C   
	1,325
	Acquired from DCC in 
1997 under the Scheme
of Transfer of Lands & 
Housing pursuant to the
LG (Dublin) Act 1993
	Nil

	Lot Nos 19 A16,

19 A17, 19 A19,

19 A20, 19 A21
comprised in 
Folio DN 8634
	Lands adj to Embankment Rd., Fettercairn as 
shown on 
Indicative Drawing
Nos A1-P19 B-C, 
A1-P19 C-D, 
A1-P19 D-E    
	7,452
	Acquired from DCC in 
1997 under the Scheme
of Transfer of Lands & 
Housing pursuant to the 
LG (Dublin) Act 1993
	Nil

	Lot No 19 A34
	Land adj 
Brookview Est as 
shown on
Indicative Drawing
No A1-P19 E-F 
A1-P19 C-D,
A1-P19 D-E
	5,597
	Acquired from Citywest
Ltd for housing purposes
in 1997
	Nil”


It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Devine and RESOLVED:

“In accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act , 2001, that the Council dispose of lands comprising 31,768 sqm (7.9 acres) or thereabouts located between the Cookstown Road and Citywest Avenue to the Railway Procurement Agency, Parkgate Business Centre, Parkgate Street, Dublin 8 as detailed on the schedule attached to this report and as shown outlined in red on the relevant Indicative Drawings identified in the Schedule in accordance with the Railway (Dublin Light Rail Line A1 – Belgard to Saggart) Order 2008, and subject to the terms and conditions as outlined in the foregoing report”.
H8/0713
PART 8 REPORT ON THE PROPOSED GRANGE CASTLE BUSINESS PARK CENTRAL CARRIAGEWAY LAYOUT
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms P. Poole, Deputy County Manager, and was CONSIDERED:                                                              
“Report on Public Consultation Procedure Under Part VIII of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations 2001-2012 for the Proposed Central Carriageway in Grange Castle Business Park. 
Introduction:
Part 8 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations 2001 – 2012 outlines the requirements with regard to certain classes of Local Authority developments. These regulations apply to the proposed construction of the Central Carriageway Grange Castle Business Park, as described below:

•                     Construction of 550m of 9m wide single carriageway road.

•                     Construction of cycle tracks, footpaths and verges.

•                     Provision of drainage and associated features.

•                     Provision of public lighting, road markings and signage.

•                     Relocation of services where necessary.

•                     Provision of other services and utilities where necessary.

•                     Provision of landscaping finishes.

•                     All associated site works as necessary to complete the scheme.

The proposed scheme involves the construction of a central access carriageway with associated drainage and utility services to serve industry within the Grange Castle Business Park.

Consultation Process:
The proposal for this scheme was advertised in accordance with the requirements of Part 8 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations 2001 – 2012 on the 8th May 2013 in the public press. Plans and particulars of the proposed scheme were on display and available for inspection or purchase in the offices of South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24; South Dublin County Council, Civic Offices, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 from Wednesday 8th May 2013. Submissions and observations with respect to this matter, dealing with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development would be situated were sent to the SEO, Corporate Services, South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24. The closing date for the receipt of written submissions / observations was on Wednesday 3rd July 2013.

A presentation pertaining to the particulars of the proposed development was also made to the Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting on the 15th May 2013.
List of persons or bodies who made submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development: 
 3No. Observation(s) / Submission(s) were received as follows:

 1.     Ms. Noreen O'Sullivan, Property Management Branch, Department of Defence, Station Road, Newbridge, Co. Kildare.

2.     Ms. Yvonne Dalton, Head of Planning, Dublin Airport Authority plc, Dublin Airport, Co Dublin.

3.     Mr. Tom Prendergast, Principal Environmental Health Officer, Environmental 
 Health Officers Department, Block E Westland Park, Willow Road, New Nangor Road,     Dublin 12.

  Summary of the issues raised:
1.       Ms. Noreen O'Sullivan, Property Management Branch, Department of            Defence, Station Road, Newbridge, Co. Kildare.
 
Observations:
The Air Corps would comment as follows:-

The site during construction should be managed to ensure that it does not become a bird attractant.

In landscaping, species should be selected which do not provide additional food sources for birds especially wood pigeon. 

 Council's Response:
·         South Dublin County Council will ensure that the site does not become a bird attractant during construction. Planting associated with the landscaping to accompany the road will be chosen so as not to provide additional food sources for birds. 
2.       Ms. Yvonne Dalton, Head of Planning, Dublin Airport Authority plc, Dublin Airport, Co Dublin.
 Observations:
 We the Dublin Airport Authority (DAA), Head Office, Dublin Airport, Co. Dublin, have no comment to make at this time regarding the proposed Grange Castle Business Park Central Carriageway Layout.

 Council's Response:
·         South Dublin County Council acknowledge the Dublin Airport Authority's lack of objections to the project.
3        Mr. Tom Prendergast, Principal Environmental Health Officer, Environmental Health Officers Department, Block E Westland Park, Willow Road, New Nangor Road, Dublin 12.
 Observations:
 Their comments are as follows:

 (i)                This project will cause no loss of habitat area on the identified SACs within a 15km radius.

 Council's Response:
·     South Dublin County Council acknowledge that the project will cause no loss of habitat in any of the identified SACs within a 15km radius
(ii)      There is a slight concern that waterborne pollution from the project could be borne by the Griffeen River and impact on the South Dublin Bay SAC. There are precautions suggested relating to best construction practices to control this possible    impact. It is recommended that the precautions are more precisely worded, terms like 'where possible' should be avoided, and that the precautions outlined are adopted in full, 

 Council's Response:
·     South Dublin County Council confirm that the precautions outlined in the Screening Statement for Appropriate Assessment relating to prevention of waterborne pollution will be adopted in full.
(iii)    The document states that there will be no airborne emission. It is highly unlikely that a construction site will cause no fugitive dust. Perhaps the assessor meant that there would be no aerial emissions of ecological significance. Suitable precautions will be necessary during construction to protect sensitive locations from fugitive dust emissions.  

 Council's Response:
·     South Dublin County Council confirm that suitable precautions will be put in place to during construction to protect sensitive location from dust emissions.
(iv)     The document refers to the storage of construction materials away from drainage ditches. A waste management plan will be required to supplement such storage plans. 

 Council's Response:
·     South Dublin County Council confirm that a waste management plan will be in place prior to the commencement of the works.
(v)      The noise management plan will presumably follow at a later stage. Management of nuisance noise from such construction sites is largely obtained by restricting hours of operation.

 Council's Response:
·     South Dublin County Council confirm that the construction will take place during normal working hours. Where the nature of the work necessitates works being carried out outside of normal hours this will only be with the prior agreement of South Dublin County Council.
(vi)      It is noted that the light pollution management is to be obtained by working during daylight hours; this obviously means working through the nesting season.

 Council's Response:
·     South Dublin County Council acknowledges the concerns of the Environmental Health Officer's Department in relation to works being carried out during the nesting season.
(vii)          The conclusion of the report is that the site is of low ecological significance and shall not impact on the SACs identified in the 15km radius. Therefore a Stage 2 AA is not required. The HSE has no reason to dispute this finding.

 Council's Response:
·     South Dublin County Council acknowledges that the HSE has no reason to dispute to findings of the Screening Statement for Appropriate Assessment and a Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment will not be needed.
(viii)        I request that items 2 – 6 listed above receive consideration for South Dublin County Council prior to the development of the project, however there are no objections from the HSE to the development.

 Council's Response:
·     South Dublin County Council acknowledges that the HSE has no objections to the development.
Recommendation:
This report is submitted in compliance with the recommendations of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 and Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2012. The various works proposed under the Central Carriageway Grange Castle Business Park are in accordance with the 2010 – 2016 County Development Plan and with proper Planning and Development of the area.
 It is proposed to proceed with the scheme as advertised.”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan and RESOLVED:
“That as the proposal is in compliance with the recommendations of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 and Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2012, and as the various works proposed under the Central Carriageway Grange Castle Business Park are in accordance with the 2010 – 2016 County Development Plan and with proper Planning and Development of the area, South Dublin County Council proceed with the scheme as advertised”.

H9/0713
ANNUAL REPORT 2012
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Section 221 of the Local Government Act sets out the requirements in relation to the preparation of the Annual Report. 

221.—(1) (a) Not later than the 30th day of June in each year, every county council and city council shall each prepare and adopt a report (to be known as the annual report) in relation to the performance of its functions during the preceding year and shall as soon as may be furnish a copy of the annual report to each member of the county council or city council, as the case may be, and to such other persons as it may consider appropriate.
In accordance with the above the Draft 2012 Annual Report is attached and the following resolution of the Council is now required.

'That the Annual Report 2012 be adopted in accordance with Section 221 of the Local Government Act 2001'”
Annual Report 2012



It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and RESOLVED:

“That the Annual Report 2012 be adopted in accordance with Section 221 of the Local Government Act 2001”.
CORRESPONDENCE FOR NOTING
Co1/0713
Letter, dated 29/05/13, from Monaghan Town Council regarding their two motions passed in relation to (a) Making people of retirement age sign on the Dole for a year;  (b) Calling on the Minister for Justice to review criteria involved in assessing applicants wishing to enter the State to ensure they do not have a criminal record.
Co2/0713
Email, dated 14/06/13, from Ennis Town Council regarding their motion passed in relation to the prohibition of Hydraulic Fracking for the extraction of shale gas.
Co3/0713
Letter, dated 18/06/13, from South Tipperary County Council regarding their motion passed in relation to prioritising the introduction of Postcodes to assist the emergency services reach people in need.

Co4/0713
Letters, dated 18/06/13 & 20/06/13, from Dundalk Town Council regarding their motions passed as follows:

(i)   Implementation of the National Epilepsy Care Programme (18/06/13);

(ii) Passage of the Poor Relief (Ireland) Amendment Bill 2013 through the Dáil (20/06/13).

Co5/0713
Letter, dated 21/06/13, from Waterford City Council regarding their motion passed in relation to families of all the Missing and their rights to have their loved ones returned to them and to have a dignified burial of the remains.

Co6/0713
Letter, dated 21/06/13, from Leitrim County Council regarding their motion passed in relation to the ASSIST Suicide Prevention Programme.
The above letters were NOTED.

MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
At this point it was agreed to vary the order of business in accordance with Standing Order No. 13, to allow consideration of Motion No. 5:
M5/0713
SIGN LANGUAGE
It was proposed by Councillor C. Bond, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:
“In an effort to improve the lives and well-being of our deaf and hard of hearing citizens, that this Council calls on the Government to give official recognition status to ISL, Irish Sign Language.”
REPORT:
“Should the motion be agreed by the Members correspondence will issue to the Department of the Taoiseach outlining the sentiments of the Motion.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. Bond, M. McDonagh, E. Higgins and D. Looney.

The Motion was AGREED.
M1/0713
CANTOR EQUINE LIMITED 

It was proposed by Councillor G. Kenny, seconded by Councillor M. McDonagh:
“That the Manager immediately terminates Cantour Equine Limited contractual obligations in its implementation of the Control of Horses Act 1996.”
REPORT:
“The impact of the recent High Court ruling has issues in relation to the Council's functions under the control of horses legislation and bye laws and these issues are currently under consideration.

The Council's consideration of the awarding, management and termination of contracts and any decisions in relation to same are commercially sensitive and carry significant legal and contractual obligations which must be met and dealt with appropriately.

The existing contract between the Council and Cantor Equine Limited is due to expire on 8th August 2013.  Request for Tender for a new contract are about to be advertised.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors G. Kenny, M. McDonagh, C. King, C. Bond, B. Bonner, T. Ridge, E. Tuffy, M. Duff, M. Devine and P. Kearns. 

Mr. J. Quinlivan, Director of Environmental Services responded to the Members queries. 
The Motion was AGREED.
M2/0713
LOCAL ENTERPRISE  



It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn:
“That this Council welcomes the CCMA report 'Supporting Enterprise, Local Development and Economic Growth:  Analysis of Local Authority Activities for 2012'; and notes the work of certain local authorities in developing enterprise centres, as well as newer models of 'E Centres' and 'E-Work Centres'; and requests the Manager to examine the feasibility of establishing an 'E Centre' or similar model in this County, in particular in areas not currently serviced by an enterprise centre, learning from the models outlined in the CCMA report which seek to 'utilize existing vacant spaces in local towns' to facilitate "entrepreneurs starting their own businesses by providing e-working and 'hot desking' facilities at low cost in the community' and to provide 'a focal point in the town for the community to drive employment initiatives’.”
REPORT:
“The following report was presented to the October Council meeting in respect of local enterprise centres:

"The Council through its own efforts or in co-operation with other Agencies has constructed local enterprise centres at Neilstown and Bawnogue in Clondalkin and at Brookfield and Killinarden in Tallaght.  
In each case the development of the enterprise facilities was co-ordinated by a group comprising representatives of South Dublin County Council, the Area based local Partnerships, the South Dublin County Enterprise Board and local community development representatives. Funding was from those agencies together with grant Aid from Enterprise Ireland and a corporate sponsor (in the case of Killinarden- AIB Bank and Bawnogue- Dunloe Ewart).
The Centres aim to provide low cost start-up units with the necessary management supports, catering for a broad spectrum of services and trades. It is anticipated that as skill levels, business acumen and workforce increase in the individual businesses, the successful entrepreneurs will move on , thereby broadening the scope of start up aid and creating new business opportunities for local people.
The Centres at Killinarden and Bawnogue also include some community space to provide services to the wider community, including a crèche facility and restaurant at Bawnogue. 
The Council also provided a former community premises at Bolbrook to Partas for development as an Enterprise Centre and also disposed of  a site at St Dominic's Road for the provision of enterprise units by a private Company. 
A "hotdesk" facility has been provided at County Hall originally as part of the IEZ initiative in 2010 and now in conjunction with the IE Network project.
This Council does not currently have local funding available for development of new community enterprise facilities but included in the "Action Plan for Jobs 2012" is the following objective: 
Establish a new Community Enterprise Development Programme for the maintenance or establishment of a strong business development function in the Community Enterprise Centres funded by Enterprise Ireland.  This will see up to 30 centres benefit from a full-time business development function, providing a 50% grant towards eligible costs or €50,000 over two years.
It appears that this objective refers to existing Centres, however, this Council will engage with Enterprise Ireland through the economic sub-group of the County Development Board, including the local development companies,  in respect of the Community Enterprise Centre Business Development Programme 2012 to identify the potential for providing and funding such centre(s) in appropriate area(s)."
Since October the Council has agreed an Economic Strategy and Action Plan for the County in December 2012, the implementation of the LEO structure is progressing nationally and locally and the IEN hotdesk in County Hall remains in operation. It is envisaged that these initiatives will support the objectives set out in the Motion. It was also agreed at the April Council meeting that, following the submission and consideration of a report from the SPC Working Group to the May meeting of the Economic Development SPC, all members would be invited to the September meeting of that SPC, to review progress on the Strategy. The Working Group of the SPC has scheduled a meeting in this regard for 11th July.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor W. Lavelle.

Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Land Use, Economic and Transport Planning responded to the Member’s queries. 

The Motion was AGREED.
M3/0713
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT SCHEMES

It was proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan, seconded by Councillor Hannon:
“That this Council opposes asking residents to contribute money, labour or materials towards road repairs.”
REPORT:
“The Community Involvement Scheme is a joint venture approach between Local Authorities and local communities for the purpose of carrying out maintenance and improvement works on suitable roads. Most of the work is carried out on Local Tertiary roads (small cul de sacs with 1 or 2 residents) where the Council does not have sufficient resources to repair these type of lesser trafficked roads. County Councils consider proposals submitted by interested communities and the scheme requires that a local financial contribution applies. The local contribution can be 20% -50% of the estimated cost of the works.  

In 2013 the Department of Transport is investing €10.6 million in the scheme and local communities will be expected to contribute €3.4 million to repair the roads. 

To date South Dublin County Council  has had sufficient resources to repair these Tertiary Roads without seeking local contributions.  However as Grants are reduced and maintenance cycles are increased it may not be possible to continue this.

The Council is open to meeting with local residents or communities who may be interested in submitting a proposal under the Communities Involvement Scheme.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Gilligan, T. Ridge, J. Hannon, E. Coburn, E. Higgins, J. Lahart, P. Kearns, E. Tuffy and C. King.
Ms T. Walsh, Director of Roads and Water Services responded to the Members queries.  Mr. D. McLoughlin, County Manager further clarified South Dublin’s position with regard to tertiary roads.
Following discussion a vote was taken by show of hands and the result was as follows:

FOR:

2  (TWO)
AGAINST: 
9  (NINE)
ABSTAIN: 
3  (THREE)
The Motion was LOST.
M4/0713
SPRAY PAINT

It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy: 
“That this Council calls on the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government to introduce legislation which will make it mandatory for spray paints to be kept off the shelves and if possible under lock and key. Also that persons wishing to purchase the products will have to produce identification and state their intended use.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the terms of the motion will be forwarded to the Minister and, when received, a copy of the reply will be circulated to the Members.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillors P. Kearns, M. Devine, P. Cosgrave, J. Lahart and C. King.

Mr. J. Quinlivan, Director of Environmental Services responded to the Members queries. 

The Motion was AGREED.
M6/0713
ASH SCHEME

It was proposed by Councillor M. Devine, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“This Council requests the Manager to provide detailed report regarding the ASH scheme and to actively engage with Landlords and other relevant Agencies in its promotion with a view to creating a Register that potential tenants have access to.”
REPORT:
“The government's Housing Policy Statement, published in June 2011, sets out the framework for national housing policy for the coming years and is focused on developing a new way forward for housing including maximising the delivery of social housing supports within the resources available.

The Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) is an initiative to cater for the accommodation needs of persons in receipt of Social Welfare Rent Supplement (RS) payments for in excess of  18 months and who are deemed to have a long-term social housing need.   Under the scheme a private property owner agrees to contract a property to the Housing Authority under lease type arrangements for an agreed term.   

The Social Housing Leasing Initiative (SHLI) facilitates the procurement of privately owned property under lease arrangements for the the provision of social  housing. Options including both long term and availability arrangements are offered to property owners.  While the initial general terms of SHLI applied only to private landlords, the scheme was later extended and now also applies to units made available for leasing by Approved Housing Bodies.

Applicant Sourced Housing: (ASH):
In support of, and as a driver to SHLI, the Department of the Environment Community & Local Government approved an Applicant Sourced Homes (ASH) programme.   

ASH is a client led scheme and provides an opportunity for housing applicants to source their own home from private property owners.  Under the scheme housing applicants are invited to source a home of their choice, suited to their need, in an area of their choice within South Dublin County,  and subject to the Council coming to an agreement with the property owner, the Council then leases that property and pays the lease rent directly to the property owner for the purpose of satisfying the applicant's accommodation needs.   

In order to deliver the schemes in a fair and equitable manner and to give housing applicants maximum opportunity,  the ASH programme continues to be rolled out on an incremental basis to persons on the social housing waiting list in accordance with their placement on the housing lists.  Letters are issued on a fortnightly basis alternating between the 2 the housing areas (i.e. north & south of the Naas Road).  

The ASH letter advises applicants to contact the Council's Procurement Unit directly for further information on the scheme and once an applicant returns contact, the applicant is fully briefed on the scheme and if necessary brings their housing assessment up to date. (This is in order to confirm continued eligibility for social housing support prior to entering into any lease negotiations with a property owner).  At this stage the applicant is advised by the Council's Procurement Unit to actively source a property and submit property and landlord details to the Council for follow up negotiations. 

Once a property is offered by an owner for inspection the normal lease process is carried out (inspection for standards, follow up works, certification documents, agreement on lease terms and rent etc) which ideally takes an average of 6 weeks to conclude. 

As at 31/5/2013 c2600 applicants have been contacted in order of placement on the housing list with full information on ASH.

As at 30/6/2013 a total of -

· 186 homes were procured under SHLI 

· 1723 homes were procured through RAS, of which 1119 were in respect of applicants in their existing accommodation 

· 40  homes were procured through ASH , of which 25 were in respect of applicants in their existing accommodation

Promoting Letting Opportunities:  
As part of the initial roll out of  SHLI and again in early 2013, the Procurement Unit undertook a promotional campaign targeted at landlords advising of residential letting opportunities with South Dublin County Council and of the leasing options available.  Advertisements were placed in the local newspapers circulating in the county (eg Echo, Gazette, Southside People).

The information provided outlined specific detail and included the following:

· Tenure / leasing terms available 

· Rent payable 

· Cost savings to property owners 

· Property required 

· Tenant management / maintenance / management fees 

· Fit outs (furniture / fittings) 

· Prerequisites eg  BER / Tax Clearance Cert etc.

The response was moderate and there was a slight increase in the number of formal agreements signed in March and April 2013.

Register of properties:  
It is not intended to compile a Register of Properties for rental . All properties are let as soon as they become available to the Council.  In any event sites like Daft.ie and Local Auctioneers provide details on their websites.  

The Choice Based Letting system is now the Council's primary method of letting all suitable available properties.    It is an award winning scheme which leads to a quicker turn around in vacant properties.

Choice Based Letting permits housing applicants to choose the home they would like to be considered for from within all stock available to the Council for allocation.  Details of all units which  become available for letting / reletting either through casual vacancy/ surrender of Council stock, RAS, Leasing and through VHB's are currently published on the Council's Choice Based Letting site so that they can become absorbed into the system at the earliest possible opportunity, and if a number of applicants express an interest in a property the final offer will be made to the applicant with the highest list position for that particular type of property.” 

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Devine and J. Lahart.

Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Development responded to the Members queries. 

The Motion was AGREED.
TRIBUTES TO OUTGOING DEPUTY COUNTY MANAGER P. POOLE
At this point in the meeting the Mayor, Councillor D. Looney, expressed his good wishes to Deputy County Manager Ms P. Poole on her departure to Louth County Council as the new Louth County Manager.  He then opened the floor to the following Members who wished to pay tribute to Ms Poole:
Councillor E. Tuffy on behalf of Labour;

Councillor C. King on behalf of Sinn Féin;

Councillor E. Coburn on behalf of Fine Gael;

Councillor J. Lahart on behalf of Fianna Fáil;
Councillors T. Ridge, J. Hannon, G. Kenny and D. Looney on their own behalf, and Councillor C. Jones who was Mayor at the time Ms Poole became Acting Manager of South Dublin County.

The Members spoke of Ms Poole’s expertise across a range of services, her huge contribution to the county, her innovation, foresight and determination, intelligence and wit, her manner of dealing with people and the respect in which she is held by staff.

The County Manager Mr. D. McLoughlin joined with the Members in paying tribute to Ms Poole, stating that he acknowledged the contribution she has made to the Organisation and that she deserves all that the future holds for her.  He thanked the Members for acknowledging her excellent public service.

In response Ms Poole thanked everyone for their good wishes and their support, saying that it had been a privilege to work with the Members.
M7/0713
 SCHOOL BOOK RENTAL
It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor C. Jones:
“That this Council support the findings of the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Education and Social Protection Report that Local Authorities use funds from the local property tax to support a book-rental scheme for primary schools through their local Libraries and that this Council set up one pilot project next year.”
REPORT:
“The Council is not likely to have additional resources to fund the proposed scheme in 2014 as the demand on existing income is substantial. The local property tax is intended to replace both the local government fund and the non principal private residence charge in 2014 and to achieve this financially an average tax of €275 per property must be collected from every private residence in the County in addition to €90 from social housing properties. 

The South Dublin library service currently fulfils a significant role in education by supporting literacy and learning and of streamlining access to information tools. A Summer Reading Programme devised by South Dublin Libraries is being implemented by five partner local authorities during 2013. Under this programme the school report issued for every child in the County will reference the programme and services available from South Dublin Libraries. A School Book Grant scheme previously operated by the library service was re-assigned to schools in 2009 in order to benefit from the knowledge and understanding of curriculum and student requirements that is innate to teachers

There are currently 102 primary schools and 34 post primary schools across the County educating approx 60,000 children of school going age. The Department of Education and Skills published the following guidelines and estimated funding requirements for the operation of rental schemes in schools in 2012 and are in a better position to administer and fund a school book rental scheme http://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Information/Textbook-Rental-Schemes-in-Schools/Guidelines-for-Developing-Textbook-Rental-Schemes-in-Schools.pdf”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave, E. Tuffy, C. Jones and D. Looney. 

Mr. P. Murphy, Director of Corporate, Human Resources and Libraries responded to the Members queries. 

Councillor P. Cosgrave accepted the Manager’s report which was NOTED. 
M8/0713
 TOLLS

 It was proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan, seconded by Councillor Hannon:
“That this Council fully opposes any new tolls in the South Dublin area.”
REPORT:
“The M50 Upgrade Project received statutory approval from An Bord Pleanála in 2005. (The scheme comprised the addition of a third lane in both directions on the M50 from the M1 to Sandyford, with a fourth auxiliary lane between the M1 and N81. It also included major improvements of the M1, M2, M3, N4, M7 and Ballymount Interchanges. In addition, the project also included the removal of the West Link Toll Plaza and the installation of Open Road Tolling.)

In recognising the potential for significant traffic growth on the newly upgraded M50, Condition 7 of the statutory approval required the following:

Condition 7: A scheme of specific demand management measures for the M50 motorway corridor shall be published by the relevant road authorities not later than three years after the M50 Motorway Upgrade Scheme has been completed. ( All elements of upgrade completed in September 2010)

Reason: To protect the traffic capacity provided by the M50 Motorway Upgrade Scheme over its design life.

A working group comprising the four Dublin local authorities and the National Roads Authority was convened in early 2012 to study appropriate measures for inclusion in such a Scheme. The working group has now completed initial work in considering appropriate measures and has begun the process of briefing each of the four Strategic Policy Committees. These briefings commenced in DLR Co Council on 11th June, Dublin City Council on 12th June, Fingal Co Council, on 1st July and South Dublin County Council on 5th September.

There are a number of components to demand management identified in the draft report as follows.

· Fiscal Measures 

· Intelligent Transport Systems/Traffic Control 

· Travel Information 

· Smarter Travel Measures 

· Control

If the motion is passed, its terms will be conveyed to the Minister for Transport Tourism and Sport.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Gilligan, W. Lavelle and C. Jones.

Ms T. Walsh, Director of Roads and Water Services responded to the Members queries. 

The motion was AGREED.
M50 Traffic Demand Study 
M9/0713
HOME ADAPTATIONS 

It was proposed by Councillor M. Devine, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“That this Council expresses its dismay at the unacceptable delay in home adaptations urgently required for Tenants severely affected by deteriorating medical conditions. That the Manager provide a report on Grants acknowledged / agreed but no work has yet commenced.”
REPORT:
“While there is no prescribed timeline for the assessment of applications and completion of adaptation works on our Council stock for tenants affected by medical conditions, all available resources to bring applications and works to a satisfactory conclusion are applied as speedily as possible.

There are currently 204 applications on hand from Council Tenants for works to be undertaken to their dwellings to facilitate tenants or members of their families who suffer varying disabilities.  These applications have been categorised but not approved as follows:

· 21 of these tenants are seeking to have extensions constructed to their dwellings and based on the latest tender figures, this category would incur the highest level of cost, averaging €40,000 per extension.  

The other 183 Tenants have applied for smaller works along the following lines:

· Showers 41% 

· House Alterations 32% 

· Stairlifts 16% 

· Downstairs Toilets 11%

Extensions to Council dwellings are primarily financed by the DOECLG (90%).  This year, an allocation of €138,854 was received, most of which was needed to meet existing commitments on the small number of extensions which were commenced last year.  However a request is being submitted to the DOECLG for additional funding. 

Minor works to Council dwellings are financed from Internal Capital Receipts.  The DOECLG has approved the Council to expend the sum of €290,000 on minor works to Council dwellings in the current year.   To date on foot of this approval, the Council has sanctioned works to 24 dwellings. It is expected that a similar amount will be sanctioned and completed from this budget by yearend.

Due to the limited funding available and in the interest of equity, all applications on hand and those which will continue to be received will have to be prioritised by reference to the guidelines issued by the DOECLG regarding grants being paid to private homeowners as follows:

'Priority 1: Terminally ill or mainly dependent on family or a carer, or where alterations/adaptations would facilitate the discharge from hospital or alleviate hospitalisation in the future'.

'Priority 2: Mobile but needs assistance in accessing washing, toilet facilities, bedroom etc; or where, without the alterations/adaptations, the disabled person's ability to function independently would be hindered'.

'Priority 3: Independent but requires special facilities to improve the quality of life, e.g. separate bedroom/living space’.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor M. Devine.

Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Development responded to the Member’s queries.

The report was NOTED.
M10/0713
DART UNDERGROUND
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor D. Looney:
“That this Council reaffirms the strategic importance of the proposed DART underground project and proposed electrification of the Kildare rail line to the future sustainable and economic development of the Dublin City Region; and in particular to the Lucan, Adamstown and Clondalkin areas of our County; and further expresses its support for the efforts of the Minister for Transport to prioritise these projects; and further requests the Minister to examine all opportunities to secure funding, including, where possible, from the European Investment Bank and from the EU noting this project's position as part of the Trans European Network (TEN-T) Belfast-Dublin-Cork Priority Project.”
REPORT:
“The proposed DART underground project and proposed electrification of the Kildare rail line are agreed to be of strategic importance to the future sustainable and economic development of the Dublin City Region and to the Lucan, Adamstown and Clondalkin areas of our County.  These projects are included in the Draft Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area and are considered to be priority projects by the NTA and Irish Rail.  The Council is advised that there is currently no exchequer funding available for these projects, that the critical inhibiting factor at present is the scale of funding required and that potential funding sources and mechanisms are under ongoing review.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor W. Lavelle.

Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Land Use, Economic and Transport Planning responded to the Member’s queries.

The motion was AGREED.
The meeting concluded at 6.20 pm.
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