COMHAIRLE  CONTAE  ÁTHA  CLIATH  THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Annual Meeting held on 
28th June 2013


PRESENT
	Councillors
	 Councillors

	Bond, C.
	Jones, C.

	Bonner, B.
	Kearns, P.

	Brophy, C.
	King, C.

	Coburn, E.
	Lahart, J.

	Corr, M.
	Lavelle, W.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lawlor, B.

	Delaney, T.
	Looney, D.

	Dermody, A-M
	McDonagh, M.

	Devine, M.
	O’Connell, G.

	Duff, M.
	Ridge, T.

	Hannon, J.
	Tuffy, E.

	Higgins, E.
	Walsh, E.

	
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT
	County Manager
	D. McLoughlin

	Deputy County Manager
	P. Poole

	Directors / Heads of Function
	C. Henehan, P. Murphy, T. Walsh, 

F. Nevin, J. Quinlivan, T. Kavanagh

	County Librarian
	G. Byrne

	Senior Executive Officers
	E. O’Gorman,  H. Hogan, W. Sheils, M. Maguire, C. Lehane, Y. Dervan

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	B. Sheehan

	Assistant Head of I.T.
	M. Galvin

	Administrative Officers
	T. O’Neill, E. Leech, M. O’Neill, 

M. Ni Dhomhnaill

	A/Staff Officers
	B. Gorman, M. Pierce

	A/Assistant Staff Officer
	S. Fogarty

	Mayor’s Secretary
	M. Sullivan

	I.T.
	A.M. Moloney, B. Mulligan


The Mayor Councillor C. King presided.

Apologies for inability to attend were received from Councillor T. Gilligan and Councillor G. Kenny.

At the commencement of the meeting and in advance of the execution of statutory business as set out on the agenda, the Mayor welcomed all Members, management, staff, members of the Oireachtas and the public to the Annual Meeting 2013.  

The Mayor Councillor C. King spoke about his year in office during which he sought to raise awareness around the supports for people with mental health issues.  He took great pride in launching the Mojo Project and the Jigsaw Project, and the main Mayor’s initiative for the year was the launch of the MindMindR App for smartphones.  He commended the I.T. Department for taking on the challenge of producing the app which they delivered above and beyond his expectations, saying that the app has recently been mentioned in the Dáil.   The Mayor thanked Councillor M. Devine for her support.
The Mayor also mentioned the importance of enterprise, and that he and his alliance colleagues welcomed the announcement of the Newlands Cross upgrade, the commencement of which should be applauded.  He had also been asked to open new premises for the DHA, and had attended the opening of Google Park.  One of the highlights of the year was the disposal of over 100 acres to Microsoft, and he congratulated Ms P. Poole, Deputy County Manager, for this massive achievement.  Another was the Council winning Council of the Year again.  Councillor King then said that his main highlight was getting married, and he thanked his wife and family and said that he is looking forward to spending more time with them.
Councillor King went on to say that he wished the incoming Mayor good luck.  He thanked the Council staff for their co-operation and assistance throughout the year, and also the Directors, Deputy Manager and the new County Manager, who he stated has already demonstrated leadership qualities.  He also thanked his fellow councillors with whom he has really enjoyed working, with a special thanks to Deputy Mayor Councillor G. O’Connell.  He thanked Director of Corporate, Human Resources and Libraries Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officers Ms E. O’Gorman and Ms M. Maguire, and Administrative Officers Mr. T. O’Neill and Ms E. Leech for their assistance over the year, along with staff members Ms M. Pierce, Ms B. Gorman, Ms S. Fogarty and Ms M. Dunne, and expressed his deepest appreciation to the Mayor’s secretary, Ms M. O’Sullivan.
TRIBUTES TO OUTGOING MAYOR

Tributes were paid to the outgoing Mayor by Councillors E. Tuffy, M. Devine, C. Brophy, J. Lahart, T. Ridge and G. O’Connell. 
Cllr O’Connell in his tribute also mentioned his time as Deputy Mayor and his pride in receiving the Access City Award for South Dublin and wanted to express his congratulations to Ms Selina Bonnie on such a wonderful achievement.

The County Manager Mr. D. McLoughlin stated that he endorsed everything the Members had said, and he thanked Councillor King for his generous welcome.  He mentioned that the Mayor had attended some 320 events during his year in office, and told Councillor King that Corporate Services staff had asked him to inform the Member that they really appreciated his courtesy.  He also thanked Deputy Mayor Councillor G. O’Connell.
H1/AM/13
ELECTION OF MAYOR / AN MÉARA
Councillor C. King called for nominations for Mayor.

Councillor D. Looney was proposed for Mayor by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor M. Duff.
Councillor C. Brophy was proposed for Mayor by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn.

A roll call vote was taken and the result was as follows:

FOR Councillor D. Looney:  (13)  Thirteen
Councillors C. Bond, B. Bonner, M. Corr, P. Cosgrave, M. Devine, M. Duff, C. Jones, P. Kearns, C. King, D. Looney, M. McDonagh, G. O’Connell, E. Tuffy
FOR Councillor C. Brophy:  (9) Nine
Councillors C. Brophy, E. Coburn, T. Delaney, A-M. Dermody, J. Hannon, E. Higgins, J. Lahart, W. Lavelle, B. Lawlor 
ABSTAIN:  (2) Two
Councillors  T. Ridge, E. Walsh
As a result of the roll call vote Councillor D. Looney was elected Mayor for 2013/2014. 

The outgoing Mayor presented the new Mayor Councillor D. Looney with the Chain of Office, and the Mayor then took the chair.

The Mayor addressed the Members:

“A chomh-Chomhairleoirí, a Teachtaí Dála, a Bhainisteoir agus a chairde,

ón dtús báire ba mhaith liom a rá gur mór an onóir agus an phribhléid dom bheith tofa inniu mar Méara an Chontae Áth Cliath Theas. Ba mhaith liom freisin go raibh maith agaibh a rá le mo chomh-Chomhairleoirí ar son bhur dtacaíocht agus vótanna inniu. Freisin, tugaim comhgairdeas chuig iar-Mhéara, Cathal King, agus iar Leas-Mhéara, Guss O’Connell, ar son an bhliain rathúil dearfach a raibh agaibh.

Cé go bhfuil sé ann mar údarás aitiúil ach ar feadh naoi mbliana is déag, is ceantar stairiúil álainn é Contae Átha Cliath Theas; contae ina bhfuil áilleacht den chéad scoth ann, ón Sléibhte Áth Cliath go dtí Gleann na Life; contae ina bhfuil stair thabháchtach ann ag dul siar na mílte bliain. Tá ár dtimpeallacht, ár oidhreacht agus ár achmainní nadúrtha chomh tabháchtach anois ná a raibh siad riamh. Is é sluaghán an Chontae ná “Ag seo ár gCúrám;” ba cheart dúinn ár dtimpeallacht a chosaint agus cuimhniú ar ár stair, agus an dá cinn a chéiliúradh.

It is both an honour and a privilege to be elected as Mayor of South Dublin County. I am deeply grateful to my fellow Councillors for their endorsement here today. I have been asked to follow in the footsteps of Mayors who have served before me with honour and distinction.

I think in particular of the Mayors in the current term of this Council; Councillors Mick Duff, Marie Corr, Caitríona Jones and now Deputy Eamonn Maloney, along with the outgoing Mayor Councillor Cathal King. All of them have brought a different skillset, a different style and a wealth of ideas to this Chair and the position it represents.

As a Councillor newly elected in 2009, I want to thank them all for their patience and the good example they set as Méara an Chontae.

Councillor Cathal King’s election this time last year was historic for his party and, I know, a huge personal honour for him. When he was elected, Cllr King stated that he would seek to promote mental health well-being in the county. The launch of the excellent MindMindR App this week has been the culmination of a year’s work, worthy of our congratulations. As Mayor, Cllr King promoted this Council and its initiatives with distinction and professionalism. He has been unscrupulously fair in chairing Council meetings, and has promoted this Council with distinction. 

I want also to pay tribute to Cllr Guss O’Connell for his time as Deputy Mayor. Cllr O’Connell brings a wealth of experience to this Council and has, I know, represented the Council with the same pride, professionalism and energy. I know both Cllr King and Cllr O’Connell will continue to be passionate voices for the communities they represent in the time ahead, and I look forward to continue working with them on the various Committees and groups on which we serve. I look forward also to working with our new County Manager, Danny McLoughlin, and with the Management team and staff here at the Council, in continuing to deliver for our County. I also want to thank our outgoing Deputy Manager Philomena Poole, who has served as Acting Manager of this Council for the past two years, and wish her all the best in her new post in the Wee County.

I am mindful that while all elections are by definition historic, there are particular milestones being reached today. I have been told that I am the youngest Mayor in the history of South Dublin County Council, and one of the youngest in recent memory anywhere in Dublin.

There are times when I certainly don’t feel it!

I want to serve as a Mayor for all our citizens. But I want in particular to acknowledge the crisis that exists amongst people of my generation and those who are younger. Many are unemployed and underemployed. Many have emigrated. They have been failed by the political and economic system. No-one can claim in all seriousness that a County Council can turn around a crisis that is as much global as it is national, not to mind local. But as Councillors and as a Council we have a task of work to attract and maintain sustainable, meaningful jobs in this community. There are a multiplicity of issues which apply here, from planning and development, to tendering, to the setting of rates, to renewal of our villages and towns, and beyond. For the year ahead as Mayor, I am committed to working with Councillors, management and stakeholders across the board to make sure that the decisions we make here continue to prioritise the jobs agenda.

I am also told that I am the first Mayor of this County to have come from the Dublin 12 area. Some of you may know that I am born and reared in Greenhills and am proud to call it my home. I grew up in a hotbed of community spirit, from our schools, to our football club, to our community groups and projects. That sense of community was a founding influence on my politics and continues to drive me today.

We are on the geographical periphery of this county, and, at times it has seemed, the periphery of Council priorities. I am proud to be elected Mayor for all this County, but I make no apologies for seeking a focus for the needs of the communities in Dublin 12. During the year ahead there are key demands for our area: the delivery of the long-awaited TASC Pavilion, the roll-out of the laneway cleansing schedule; the conclusion of the McHugh’s site saga; and continued support for our elderly and vulnerable residents. I will be seeking to work with Council management and my fellow Councillors to ensure these initiatives receive the high priority they deserve.

In speaking about Dublin 12, it would be remiss of me not to mention my predecessor and friend, former Councillor and TD Eamonn Walsh. Eamonn remains an inspirational voice for the values we share, and I want to thank him for the personal and political support he has given me over the last 5 years. I want also to thank my comrades in the Labour Party in Greenhills and Dublin South West, particularly Carole Murphy, Tommy Doyle, Mick Curran, Colm Lawless and Stephen Nolan. I owe a particular debt of gratitude to the people with whom I began in politics more than a decade ago in UCD and who have remained colleagues and friends throughout; particularly Paul Dillon, Cian O’Callaghan and Enda Duffy. 

I want also to thank my eight Labour colleagues here on the Council for their nomination for the position of Mayor. It is no secret that I am a critic of Labour’s performance in Government. But I believe Labour’s record here on the Council is something to be proud of. They are a principled, dedicated group who are committed to values of equality, solidarity, community and democracy and it has been an honour to serve with them. I thank also our Alliance colleagues in Sinn Féin and Councillor Guss O’Connell for their support. 

All party politics may be local, but not all local politics is party-driven, and there are many issues on which Councillors of all parties have worked together on this Council and in their local areas. I look forward to working with all groups and Independents in continuing to promote South Dublin County Council and to work for the citizens of this County.

As with everyone involved in politics, I rely heavily on my family. I don’t come from a party political background but politics was always there in our house. There was no party you were meant to support, but there were certainly parties you weren’t meant to! I am very proud to be joined here today by my mam and dad, Julie and Cecil, and by my sisters Aisling and Tara, along with Tara’s four month old twins Cora and Juliet. I want to thank them all for keeping me grounded and sane during my time in politics, and say thanks too to my brothers Brian, Cecil and Pat, my brother-in-law and sisters-in-law, and my nephews and nieces.

Thanks too to my colleagues from St Dominic’s National School. I have had to serve my apprenticeship in the dual trades of teaching and public representation during these last 4 years and I appreciate the support I have had from the whole school community in being allowed to fulfil both. I will miss St Dominic’s for the year ahead but look forward to making the short journey down the Tallaght Bypass in the Autumn to visit the wonderful children.
The need for brevity means that I have left a great many people out of my official thanks, but there have been so many without whom I would never have been elected in 2009, and I want to thank them for their ongoing support.

For the first time in its history, and, I believe, in over 120 years of Irish local government, this Council has featured a left-of-centre Governing Alliance. That Alliance of Labour, Sinn Féin and Independent Cllr Guss O’Connell hasn’t simply been about the allocation of Council positions, as is usually the case in Irish politics. We have worked on an agenda rooted in our belief in community and fairness. We have delivered Council budgets which have cut rates by a cumulative 5.3% while protecting frontline Council services, and delivered for the vulnerable in our county by providing emergency homeless accommodation and additional funding for window and door replacement for Council tenants. It is my intention as Mayor to continue to deliver on this agenda, to be developed under 3 themes during my tenure. These themes are supporting older people, supporting young people and supporting our environment.

In terms of older people, I have been a prominent voice for the protection of housing adaptation grants and other supports for the elderly. There are already a variety of structures within this Council and in voluntary and representative bodies to promote the needs of older people. In the time ahead I will be working with these groups to seek to develop a stronger voice and continued supports for older people in our community, and for the public services on which they rely. 

As a teacher and a member of County Dublin VEC, along with 5 local school boards of management, I am closely associated with education and young people. I will be working with agencies and groups representing children and teenagers to ensure their voice is heard on the Council and beyond in the time ahead. I believe we have a duty to support the sports clubs, cultural groups, youth services and schools which service our young people, and to make sure they are fully resourced in fulfilling the old motto, mol an óige agus tiocfaidh sí.

Finally, protecting and enhancing our environment has been a central part of my work on this Council. As Mayor, I will continue to support excellent Council and community initiatives such as Tidy Towns and the Social Credits programme. I will also seek further protection and promotion of our green spaces, our parks and our wonderful natural resources. I will work towards improvements in facilities for cycling and ensuring sustainable transport modes for this County. And I want to work with Management, Councillors and others to continue to tackle the scourge of littering and illegal dumping which is damaging to both our environment and our economy.

Moreover, I will be seeking to give further support to initiatives across these three themes, such as the Green Schools Programme and intergenerational community projects. 

To conclude, this is a hugely challenging time to be engaged in local democracy. I want to ensure the citizens of South Dublin are informed and engaged in the work of our Council. As Mayor, I will be using social media to communicate with new audiences but this can only be the start. I want to open up a discourse here in South Dublin on how to enhance and improve our democracy; for example, on the issue of a directly-elected Mayor for all Dublin. Of course, the primary consultation will be taking place in approximately 11 months time at the polling stations. Before that, I look forward to the challenge of representing the people of South Dublin with commitment, energy and principle. 

Tá súil agam an geall sin a chomhlíonadh. Go raibh míle maith agaibh.”
H2/AM/13
ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR / LEAS MHÉARA
The Mayor Councillor D. Looney then called for the election of the Deputy Mayor.

Councillor E. Tuffy was proposed for Deputy Mayor by Councillor G. O’Connell and seconded by Councillor C. Jones.  

Councillors W. Lavelle, E. Higgins, C. King and J. Lahart all spoke to say that they supported Councillor Tuffy’s nomination.

As there were no further nominations Councillor E. Tuffy was elected to the position of Deputy Mayor.

H3a)/AM/13
ELECTION OF AREA CHAIRPERSONS - CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE
The Mayor Councillor D. Looney called for nominations for election as Chair of the Clondalkin Area Committee.

Councillor B. Bonner was proposed by Councillor M. McDonagh, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy.

As no further nominations were received Councillor B. Bonner was unanimously elected Chair of the Clondalkin Area Committee.

H3b)/AM/13
ELECTION OF AREA CHAIRPERSONS - LUCAN AREA COMMITTEE
The Mayor Councillor D. Looney called for nominations for election as Chair of the Lucan Area Committee.

Councillor G. O’Connell was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor C. King.

As no further nominations were received Councillor G. O’Connell was unanimously elected Chair of the Lucan Area Committee.
H3c)/AM/13
ELECTION OF AREA CHAIRPERSONS - TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE
The Mayor Councillor D. Looney called for nominations for election as Chair of the Tallaght Area Committee.

Councillor M. Duff was proposed by Councillor C. Bond, seconded by Councillor M. Devine.
As no further nominations were received Councillor M. Duff was unanimously elected Chair of the Tallaght Area Committee.

H3d)/AM/13
ELECTION OF AREA CHAIRPERSONS - RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE
The Mayor Councillor D. Looney called for nominations for election as Chair of the Rathfarnham Area Committee.

Councillor P. Cosgrave was nominated by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart.

As no further nominations were received Councillor P. Cosgrave was unanimously elected Chair of the Rathfarnham Area Committee. 
The meeting concluded at 5.15.

Signed_____________________________  

Date:______________________________
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