COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE MEETING

Minutes of Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting, dealing with Water & Drainage, Roads, Development, Planning, Corporate Services, Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, and Environment held on 11th June 2013.

	PRESENT

	COUNCILLORS

	E. Coburn

	P. Cosgrave

	A. M. Dermody 

	J. Lahart


An Cathaoirleach Councillor P. Cosgrave presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Senior Executive Officer
	H. Hogan, M. Fagan, M. Maguire.

	Senior Engineer
	T. O’Grady, D. Finch, W. Purcell, S. Fagan.

	Senior Planner
	C. Ryan.

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	B. Sheehan.

	Senior Executive Engineer
	A. O’Mullane.

	Senior Executive Planner
	D. Larkin.

	Senior Executive Librarian
	K. Swords.

	Senior Executive Parks Superintendent
	B. Kearney.

	Executive Engineer
	C. Cummins.

	Administrative Officer
	T. Curtin, D. Bowes, C. Ward.

	A/Senior Staff Officer
	C. Malone.

	Clerical Officer
	A. Mooney.


R/323/13 CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

HEADED ITEM (1): 





  Item ID: 36227 

Minutes of Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting, dealing with Environment, Parks, Roads, Water & Drainage, Planning, Development, Libraries, Corporate Services, Housing and Community held on 14th May 2013, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the 14th May 2013 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

Water & Drainage

R/324/ QUESTIONS 
It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Question 1 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

R/325/13 HARNESSING ENERGY FROM THE FIRHOUSE WEIR 
QUESTION (1): Councillor J. Lahart  



Item ID: 36047 

"To ask the Manager on behalf of Knocklyon Network what are the challenges and opportunities in terms of harnessing energy from the Firhouse Weir?"
REPLY:

South Dublin County Council has been successful again this year in our bid for NTA funding for the Dodder Valley Pedestrian and Cycle routes. It is envisaged that a Hydrodynamic generator on the Firhouse weir could power the lighting of this route. This would also serve to raise awareness of renewable energy technologies in the local community.

We have received a quote from a specialist for preparing a feasibility study on the suitability of two locations on the Dodder for hydroelectric generation. We hope to fund this study through our involvement with the SEAI in the Tallaght Sustainable Energy Community project. 

R/326/13 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (2):






Item ID: 36228 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading 

R/327/13 CORRESPONDENCE

CORRESPONDENCE (1): 





Item ID: 36229 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading 

R/328/13 CATHAOIRLEACH'S BUSINESS - SEWERAGE SPILLAGE AT PINEWOOD PARK

MOTION (1):







Item ID: 36224 

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:-
"That the Manager arrange to meet the affected residents of Pinewood Park regarding the recent sewerage spillage at Pinewood Park. The residents have evidence of previous problems with sewerage in the area and that the Manager submit a works plan to solve the problem."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The Drainage Maintenance Section have met with the residents of Pinewood Park and have dragged, cleaned and flushed the foul sewer line that was allegedly causing problems. The Drainage Maintenance Section has also undertaken to put a camera down this line to check for any abnormalities in this foul sewer line.”

Mr. D. Finch, Senior Engineer, presented the report.  Following a contribution from Councillor P. Cosgrave, Mr. D. Finch responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED. 

Roads

R/329/ QUESTIONS 
It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions 2 - 7 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

R/330/13 ROAD LAYOUT AT TEMPLEROAN LAWN AND TEMPLEROAN VIEW 
QUESTION (2): Councillor E. Coburn  



Item ID: 36364 

"To ask the Manager for an update on the proposed timings for the planned works to change the road layout at Templeroan Lawn and Templeroan View?"
REPLY:

The works will take place over the summer months while the schools are closed.

R/331/13 REVIEW THE STREET LIGHTING ALONG THE PATHWAY AT BALLYBODEN WAY AND TEMPLEROAN 
QUESTION (3): Councillor E. Coburn  



Item ID: 36368 

"To ask the Manager to review the street lighting along the pathway at Ballyboden Way and Templeroan with a view to improving same?"
REPLY:

The footpath / cycle track along Ballyboden Way forms part of the roadway and is intended to be lit from the roadway lighting. In the case where substantial vegetation is present the lighting is prevented from its task. Low level lighting is not appropriate for the public road for the purposes of lighting.

The Public Realm Section will list the shrubbery along the pathway on both sides adjacent to Ballyboden Way as part of the Arboricultural Programme which recommences in the autumn. The removal of this vegetation should result in improvement of the public lighting in this area. Once the vegetation has been removed the public lighting will then be reviewed. 

R/332/13 RESURFACE THE ROAD AT THE SIDE OF THE FIRHOUSE INN 
QUESTION (4): Councillor P. Cosgrave  


Item ID: 36264 

"To ask the Manager to resurface the road at the side of the Firhouse Inn at Mount Carmel Park estate down to the Dodder Valley Park?"
REPLY:
Mount Carmel Park has not been included on the 2013 Roadworks programme for re-surfacing. It will however be considered for inclusion in a later programme subject to funding and prioritisation of the programme.

R/333/13 PEDESTRIAN BARRIER ON BALLYBODEN ROAD 
QUESTION (5): Councillor A.M. Dermody 


 Item ID: 36358 

"To ask the Manager what progress if any has been made since I asked that the pedestrian barrier on Ballyboden Road be replaced or made good, the Council's engineer was asked to inspect and report back.  Can you also include an anticipated date by when such work is likely to be commenced?"
REPLY:
The short section of pedestrian barrier referred to was provided as a safety measure when the adjacent entrance was in use. As the entrance is no longer in use and has been closed off by a palisade fence, the pedestrian barrier is therefore redundant. It is proposed to remove this section of pedestrian barrier. The work will be carried out in June 2013.

R/334/13 TO ASK THE NRA TO CONSIDER THE NECESSITY FOR A CAGED SAFETY BARRIER ON THE SOUTHERN PEDESTRIAN SIDE OF THE M50 

QUESTION (6): Councillor J. Lahart  



Item ID: 36055 

"To ask the Manager to ask the NRA to consider the necessity for a caged safety barrier on the southern pedestrian side of the M50 overbridge at the Scholarstown Interchange - at present there is a low metal barrier - but with so many children and pedestrians using this route, the need for such a barrier seems inescapable?"
REPLY:
The matter will be referred to the NRA and the matter placed on the next TMM.

R/335/13 'SLOW' IMPRINTING - STENCILING AT A NUMBER OF LOCATIONS ALONG ORLAGH GROVE ROAD 
QUESTION (7): Councillor J. Lahart  



Item ID: 36174 

"To ask the Manager that in the absence of funding for priority traffic calming in Orlagh Grove, can the Manager allow for 'Slow' imprinting - stenciling at a number of locations along Orlagh Grove Road to the bend and beyond?"
REPLY:
The matter will be examined and a report will be made to the next TMM.

R/336/13 PROPOSED DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS 

HEADED ITEM (3): 






Item ID: 36231 

Mr. T. Curtin, Administrative Officer presented the following report:

Airpark Estate, Rathfarnham

Report
Drawing
Map
It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and AGREED: 

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare the roads in Airpark Estate, Rathfarnham as set out in the above report to be public roads”.

R/337/13 RATHFARNHAM BY PASS - INSPECTION OF FOOTPATH 

HEADED ITEM (4): 






Item ID: 36370 
Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer, presented the following report:

“At the April meeting of the Rathfarnham Area Committee it was agreed to inspect the footpath on the Rathfarnham Bypass. 

This footpath was recently inspected by the Area Engineer and staff from the Roads Department.

The path was found to be in reasonably good condition. There are however some areas of broken or cracked slabs. It was also noted that some lifting of the slabs has occurred at the location of roadside trees.

Road Maintenance Section will carry out some localised repairs to any broken slabs. In addition, Roads will liaise with the Parks Department in relation to the removal of trees that are found to have caused damage to the path.”

Following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave and J. Lahart, Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
R/338/13 WHITECHURCH ROAD - ST. GATIEN COURT SIGHTLINES

HEADED ITEM (5): 






Item ID: 36386 

Mr. S. Fagan, Senior Engineer, presented the following report:

“At the request of the Rathfarnham Area Committee it was Agreed to examine the sightlines at St. Gatien Court, Whitechurch Road.

Report on the removal of tree saplings on Whitechurch Road adjacent to the entrance to St Gatien Court.

Sightlines were assessed at the junction of Whitechurch Road and St. Gatien

Court. There is adequate visibility when turning north (left-out) from St. Gatien Court onto Whitechurch Road. When exiting south (right-out) of St Gatien Court, the sightline is obstructed by a line of trees. There is a significant bend on the Whitechurch Road at this location.

Sketch SRD83/100/01 details the required sightlines based on 50kph speed

limit. It was found that all the trees / saplings in question, with the exception

of the large Horse Chestnut furthest from the junction, would need to be

removed to provide adequate sightlines. However the Council’s Parks Department reports that as the Horse Chestnut is diseased and in poor health, they recommend that it should also be removed.

Subject to funding, it is proposed to remove all trees in the grass margin to the south of the entrance to St Gatien Court. 

The estimated cost to remove the line of trees, the boulders and reinstate the

grass is €5,000.00 ex VAT.

No funding source for these works has yet been identified. It is recommended

that an application be made for funding for 2014 under Low Cost safety

Improvement Works.”
[image: image1.emf]
Following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave and J. Lahart, Mr. S. Fagan, Senior Engineer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

R/339/13 REPORT ON LAYOUT AND PERFORMANCE OF KNOCKLYON ROAD / KNOCKCULLEN RISE JUNCTION
HEADED ITEM (6): 






Item ID: 36387 

Mr. S. Fagan, Senior Engineer, presented the following report:

Report
Map_1 SRD84-100-01
Map 2_SRD84-100-02.pdf
Map 3_SRD84-100-03.pdf
Map of existing layout
Map of proposed final layout
Following contributions from Councillors A.M. Dermody, P. Cosgrave, E. Coburn and J. Lahart, Mr. S. Fagan and Ms C. Cummins, Executive Engineer, responded to queries raised.  It was AGREED to examine the approved plans for adjoining lands to see if they impacted on this junction and to present a further report to a future meeting of the Committee.
R/340/13 NEW WORKS 

HEADED ITEM (7): 






Item ID: 36232 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading 

R/341/13 CORRESPONDENCE 

CORRESPONDENCE (2): 





Item ID: 36233 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading 

R/342/13 CATHAOIRLEACH'S BUSINESS - NON- RESIDENTIAL PARKING AT THE DODDER VALLEY PARK AT MOUNT CARMEL ESTATE
MOTION (2): 







Item ID: 36265 

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn:-
"That the Manager report to this Committee on what measures can be taken to stop non- residential parking at the Dodder Valley Park at Mount Carmel Estate.

Dog walkers are parking causing obstruction to residents and utility services. Could double yellow lines solve the problem or could signs be placed at the entrance to Mount Carmel Park directing motorists to the carpark on the Firhouse Road."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The matter will be investigated and a report will be brought to the next TMM.”

Mr. A. O’Mullane, Senior Executive Engineer, presented the report.  Following a contribution from Councillor P. Cosgrave, Mr. O’Mullane responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

R/343/13 LANDSCAPING OF THE SOUTHERN CROSS ROUTE LEG OF THE M50  
MOTION (3):







  Item ID: 36054 
It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:-
"That this Committee agrees:

That the NRA deliver immediately on its commitments with regard to the landscaping of the Southern Cross Route leg of the M50 from Balrothery to the county boundary with Dun Laoghaire Rathdown which it has so far failed to deliver on - the landscaping is substandard and pathetic; indeed the Roads Director committed to allocating 'final' funding towards such much-needed work; 

and the complete landscaping of St Colmcille's Way from Orlagh Roundabout to the M50 interchange be included in this work;

and that the contents of this motion be submitted directly to the NRA with a view to receiving a formal speedy response."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“Additional planting was carried out in the recent planting season in consultation with our Parks division.”

Following contributions from Councillors J. Lahart and P. Cosgrave, Mr. A. O’Mullane, Senior Executive Engineer, responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to present a further report on the matter to a future meeting of the Committee.

R/344/13 TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT MEASURES THAT ARE IN PLACE IN THE VICINITY OF WHITECHURCH NATIONAL SCHOOL 
MOTION (4): 







Item ID: 36363 
It was proposed by Councillor E. Coburn, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:-
"That this Committee discuss with the aid of a report the traffic management measures that are in place in the vicinity of Whitechurch National School and to outline the plans of SDCC to address the concerns raised by the Board of Management of the school."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The following road markings and signage are in place. These include:

1. Slow down school ahead markings from both approaches 

2. School children crossing signs from both approaches 

3. Periodic speed limit of 30KPH during school hours 

4. Continuous white centre line to discourage overtaking in the vicinity of the school.

The Part 8 for the Whitechurch Road Traffic Calming Scheme was approved in November 2009. Roads Design & Construction has applied for funding annually since then, with partial funding being secured in 2012 for the section of Whitechurch Road north of Taylor's Lane. 

A further application for funding for 2013 was made to the NRA under the Low Cost Safety Improvement Works Scheme in respect of Phase Two of the Whitechurch Road Traffic Calming Scheme south of Taylor's Lane which includes that part of the road in the vicinity of Whitechurch National School. Funding has not been allocated to date for 2013. Further applications for funding will be made for 2014.

In the meantime, the Garda authorities have undertaken to carry out more frequent patrols and speed checks at this location.”

It was AGREED to take Motion 6 in the name of Councillor J. Lahart in conjunction with the above.
FUNDING FOR THE COMPLETION OF PHASE 2 OF THE WHITECHURCH TRAFFIC CALMING SCHEME
MOTION (6): 







Item ID: 36173 
It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:-
"That this Committee agrees that every effort should be made to ensure that funding be secured as a matter of urgency for the completion of phase 2 of the Whitechurch Traffic Calming Scheme, from the Taylor's Lane/Grange Road junction to College Road; and considers the failure to do so as a matter of urgency a serious matter concerning the health and safety of children - particularly those attending Whitechurch National School."
REPORT:
The Part 8 for the Whitechurch Road Traffic Calming Scheme was approved in November 2009. Roads Design & Construction has applied for funding annually since then, with partial funding being secured in 2012 for the section of Whitechurch Road north of Taylor's Lane. 

A further application for funding for 2013 was made to the NRA under the Low Cost Safety Improvement Works Scheme in respect of Phase Two of the Whitechurch Road Traffic Calming Scheme south of Taylor's Lane which included that part of the road in the vicinity of Whitechurch National School. Funding has not been allocated to date for 2013. Further applications for funding will be made for 2014.

Map 1 of 3
Map 2 of 3
Map 3 of 3
Following contributions from Councillors E. Coburn, P. Cosgrave and J. Lahart, Mr. S. Fagan, Senior Engineer, responded to queries raised and the reports were NOTED.
R/345/13  PARKING SPACES AT THE SHOPS AT ORCHARDSTOWN PARK 
MOTION (5): 







Item ID: 36041 
It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:-
"That the Manager prepare a design for marked out parking spaces at the shops at Orchardstown Park and to be included in this years roads budget."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The matter is being examined and will be discussed at the TMM.”

Following a contribution from Councillor P. Cosgrave, Mr. A. O’Mullane, Senior Executive Engineer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
Development

R/346/13 QUESTIONS 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading 

R/347/13 NEW WORKS 

HEADED ITEM (8): 






Item ID: 36235 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading 

R/348/13 CORRESPONDENCE 

CORRESPONDENCE (3):





  Item ID: 36236 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading 

R/349/13 CATHAOIRLEACH'S BUSINESS
MOTION (7):







   Item ID: 36237 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading 

R/350/13 LANDS AT LOWER DODDER ROAD 
MOTION (8): 







   Item ID: 36359 
It was proposed by Councillor A.M. Dermody, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:-
"That the Manager update this Committee with regard to the possibility of this Council extinguishing its ownership of the land to the rear of houses *address supplied*; you may recall that at the last ACM it was agreed that the Council would determine whether or not there were any impediments to the possible transfer of this land to the residents and if there were no such impediments that this Council would expedite the compulsory registration of the land to facilitate the transfer."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The following report on this matter was noted at last month's meeting of the committee (Motion 12) and a commitment was made to check for service lines on the site in question. 

There are no services on the land. However, the site is a tapering linear fenced densely planted strip with several mature trees. It is an attractive, visual amenity that benefits both local residents and passersby. Accordingly, following further examination and second site visit it is considered that it should be retained in the public realm as a local amenity.”

Mr. M. Fagan, Senior Executive Officer, presented the report.  Following contributions from Councillors A.M. Dermody, P. Cosgrave and J. Lahart, Mr. Fagan responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

Planning

R/351/ QUESTIONS 
It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Question 8 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

R/352/13 PLANNING PERMISSION REQUIREMENTS FOR SANCTA MARIA SCHOOL
QUESTION (8): Councillor E. Coburn  



Item ID: 36362 

"To ask the Manager for an update on the status of the additional conditions placed on the planning permission requirements for Sancta Maria School following the decision of An Bord Pleanala to planning permission SD11A/0254 and to outline the consultation options available to interested parties?"
REPLY:
Planning permission was granted for the development by An Bord Pleanala on 13/08/2012 (Ref: SD11A/0254, PL 06S.240085) subject to twenty one conditions. The applicant/ developer has five years to enact a permission. With respect to this particular permission, at the time of reporting, no commencement notice submitted. In respect of the nine conditions requiring further submissions no submissions have been received. In the event of the permission being enacted and submissions are made on foot of the relevant conditions their assessment is a matter solely for the Planning Authority and there are no further third party rights in respect of these conditions.

R/353/13 PLANNING FILES 

HEADED ITEM (9): 






Item ID: 36238 

Mr. C. Ryan, Senior Planner presented the following report:

A. Large Applications Under Consideration 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
B. Files Requested by Members 
Files requested by Cllr. P. Cosgrave
R/354/13 BALLYCULLEN - OLDCOURT LAP MANAGER'S REPORT ON PRE-DRAFT CONSULTATION

HEADED ITEM (10): 






Item ID: 36239 
Mr. D. Larkin, Senior Executive Planner presented the following report:

Managers Report
Appendix
Following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave, J. Lahart and E. Coburn, Mr. Larkin responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
R/355/13 CORRESPONDENCE 

CORRESPONDENCE (4): 





Item ID: 36240 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading 

R/356/13 CATHAOIRLEACH'S BUSINESS - HOARDING AT STOCKINGWELL STOCKINGWOOD

MOTION (9): 







Item ID: 36223 
It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:-
"That the Manager give a report on the derelict hoarding at Stockingwell Stockingwood. The area is very dangerous for children and a report from the Planners should be referred to the Health and Safety Authority."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The Receiver carried out extensive repairs including moving part of it following a request from SDCC in December 2012. Other parts have been damaged since by high winds and the Receiver is reluctant to engage in works which are unlikely to be successful. Accordingly, they have asked their quantity surveyors to tender for the replacement of all the compound hoarding in Stocking Well and this process is ongoing currently. In my discussions and e-mails to date with the Receiver I have advised them that they are taking a great risk in leaving parts of the compound site open which they acknowledged.

I expect to hear from them in the second week of June regarding the provision of new fencing. I would prefer to let this deadline pass before involving the HSA.”

Mr. W. Purcell, Senior Engineer, presented the report.  Following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave and J. Lahart, Mr. Purcell responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to update the members on the position at the end of June.

R/357/13 PLANNING ENCROACHMENT WHICH HAS OCCURRED AT PALMER PARK 

MOTION (10): 







Item ID: 36361 
It was proposed by Councillor A.M. Dermody, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:-
"That the Manager provide an overview with regard to the planning encroachment which has occurred at Palmer Park * address supplied. I see from the Manager's reply to my question at the Area Committee Meeting last month that while the materials to enable the works necessary to resolve the planning issues are on site no works have been carried out'. If it is the case that the planning enforcement process has completed despite the agreed works having been completed, is it the case then that the residents of Palmer Park must now pursue the 'developer' in a civil type action so as to enforce the terms of the settlement? I would ask the Manager along with all the Councillors for the area to attend at the home of the Palmer Park resident so as to truly understand the seriousness of this situation, these people have seen their property seriously devalued as a result of this encroachment or put another way this Council through its negligence in granting planning on property that was in the ownership of this Council have allow this injustice to be done. This matter is now going on for in excess of the 9 years and accordingly is completely intolerable and unacceptable."
The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:
“There is a long and complex history associated with this matter the details of which you are aware. As part of the resolution process a strip of land in the ownership of South Dublin County Council was transferred to the relevant parties. This transfer was completed earlier this year.

As part of the agreement for the transfer of this strip of land specific works were set out to be completed by the new owners after the transfer was finalised. A recent inspection found that these works are still outstanding albeit the materials to enable them are on site. The Council's Enforcement Section has been in communication with the owners regarding their compliance with the agreement they entered into as part of the transfer of the land. 

This Planning Enforcement file remains open and under active investigation and the members will be kept informed of the progress in the matter.”

Councillor A.M. Dermody requested that this motion be RE-ENTERED on the Agenda for the September meeting of the Committee.

Corporate

R/358/13 QUESTIONS 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading 

R/359/13 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (11): 






  Item ID: 36242 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading 

R/360/13 CORRESPONDENCE 

CORRESPONDENCE (5): 





   Item ID: 36243 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading 

R/361/13 CATHAOIRLEACH'S BUSINESS

MOTION (11): 







   Item ID: 36244 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading 

Libraries

R/362/13 QUESTIONS 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading 

R/363/13 LIBRARY NEWS & EVENTS 

HEADED ITEM (12):






  Item ID: 36245 
Mr. K. Swords, Senior Executive Librarian presented the following report:

Library News and Events
Following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave and E. Coburn, Mr. Swords responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
R/364/13 NEW WORKS  

HEADED ITEM (13):






  Item ID: 36246 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading 

R/365/13 CORRESPONDENCE 

CORRESPONDENCE (6): 





   Item ID: 36247 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading 

R/366/13 CATHAOIRLEACH'S BUSINESS

MOTION (12):







   Item ID: 36248 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading 

Community

R/367/13 QUESTIONS 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading 

R/368/13 APPLICATION FOR GRANTS 

HEADED ITEM (14): 






   Item ID: 36249 

Mr. D. Bowes, Administrative Officer presented the following report:

“Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council's Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received
	Amount

	GF2168
	Glendoher & District Residents Association
	Environmental Improvements Grant
	29/04/13
	€500


It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grant as recommended in the foregoing report.”

R/369/13 NEW WORKS 

HEADED ITEM (15): 






Item ID: 36250 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading 

R/370/13 CORRESPONDENCE 

CORRESPONDENCE (7): 





Item ID: 36251 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading 

R/371/13 CATHAOIRLEACH'S BUSINESS

MOTION (13): 







Item ID: 36252 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading 

Housing

R/372/13 QUESTIONS 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading 

R/373/13 HOUSING PROCUREMENT & ALLOCATIONS REPORT

HEADED ITEM (16): 






Item ID: 36369 

Ms. M. Maguire, Senior Executive Officer and Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer presented the following report:

	RATHFARNHAM
	2012
	CURRENT 01/01/2013 TO 31/05/2013
	CURRENT NOS ON LIST

	HOUSING LIST ALLOCATIONS
	17
	5
	7841

	CBL
	1
	
	

	ASH
	
	1
	

	OAP
	
	
	

	Homeless
	
	
	

	Medical
	7
	2
	

	Priority Committee
	1
	
	

	Standard
	8
	2
	

	
	
	
	

	TRANSFERS
	11
	3
	509

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	28
	8
	


	COUNTYWIDE
	2012
	CURRENT 01/01/2013 TO 31/05/2013
	CURRENT NOS ON LIST

	HOUSING LIST ALLOCATIONS
	295
	65
	10661

	CBL
	147
	31
	

	ASH
	8
	4
	

	OAP
	15
	3
	

	Homeless
	19
	5
	

	Medical
	31
	7
	

	Priority Committee
	5
	1
	

	Standard
	70
	14
	

	
	
	
	

	TRANSFERS
	86
	24
	750

	
	
	
	


The following table outlines progress on Leasing/RAS and PRTB inspections in the Rathfarnham electoral area as at 31/5/13 
	
	@31/12/12
	1/1/13 to 31/5/13
	cumlative at 31/5/13
	processing at 31/5/13

	Properties procured under lease arrangements
	7
	3
	10
	2

	Properties procured under RAS arrangements
	50
	6
	56
	2

	PRTB inspections(countywide)
	5200
	530
	5730
	40

	(note 880 PRTB inspections in 2012)
	
	
	
	


Following a contribution from Councillor P. Cosgrave the report was NOTED.

R/374/13 NEW WORKS 

HEADED ITEM (17): 






Item ID: 36253 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading 

R/375/13 CORRESPONDENCE 

CORRESPONDENCE (8): 





Item ID: 36254 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading 

R/376/13 CATHAOIRLEACH'S BUSINESS - RAILING AT THE ROADSIDE FOOTPATH OPPOSITE HOUSES 86-88 PEARSE BROTHER PARK

MOTION (14): 







Item ID: 36222 
It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:-
"That the Manager extend the proposed railing at the roadside footpath opposite houses 86-88 Pearse Brother Park. There is a steep decline from the footpath down to the green area in front of the houses which is dangerous."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“This project, comprising an energy upgrade and ancilliary works to a 1950s group of two storey apartments (22 apartments and 4 common lobbies) is now at a stage of substantial completion.

The County Architect has reported that railings, to protect the steepest part of the bank opposite no 84 Pearse Brothers Park and the adjacent units, have been installed.

Further work is planned to the sloped area with low cover planting to be incorporated. Additionally, handrails will be provided to the external sets of steps leading from the housing to the road.

It should be noted that the Budget for the works (which have successfully upgraded not just the apartments but the surrounding area) is now exhausted and it is not envisaged that extra funding will become available for any additional / extension of works.”

Ms M. Maguire, Senior Executive Officer, presented the report.  Following a contribution from Councillor P. Cosgrave, Ms Maguire responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

Parks

R/377/ QUESTIONS 
It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions 9 - 12 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

R/378/ SHRUBBERY ALONG THE PATHWAY AT BALLYBODEN WAY AND TEMPLEROAN

QUESTION (9): Councillor E. Coburn 



 Item ID: 36365 

"To ask the Manager to review the overgrown shrubbery along the pathway at Ballyboden Way and Templeroan which requires cutting back to aid the ease of pedestrians on this busy route?”

REPLY: 

The shrubbery along the pathway at Ballyboden Way has been inspected and was found to be in a reasonably good condition. This shrubbery which is located on both sides of a busy path is not significantly encroaching onto the walkway and is not impeding pedestrian movement in the area. However, this location will be closely monitored over the Summer months and any required pruning/clearance work will be carried out, as necessary.

R/379/13  SYCAMORE TREE OUTSIDE HOUSE 48 SCHOLARSTOWN PARK 
QUESTION (10): Councillor P. Cosgrave  


Item ID: 36263 

"To ask the Manager to remove the large sycamore tree outside house 48 Scholarstown Park. The resident has requested its removal for over six years?"
REPLY:
The tree at this location will be removed as soon as it can be fitted into the Public Realm work schedule for the area. 

R/380/13 IMPROVING THE ENTRANCE TO DODDER VALLEY PARK AT THE KILVERE END 
QUESTION (11): Councillor A.M. Dermody  

Item ID: 35842 

"To ask the Manager to consider cutting back and improving the entrance to Dodder Valley Park at the Kilvere end. This entrance looks unsightly and uninviting?"
REPLY:

It is agreed that the shrubbery at the entrance to the Dodder Valley Park at Kilvere Estate, Rathfarnham is overgrown and unsightly for a distance of approx. 20/30 metres into the park. The situation is not helped by the local dumping of garden waste, which is an ongoing problem in the area. Arrangements will be made to clear this area over the coming weeks to ensure that the general appearance of the entrance to the Park is enhanced. The remaining wet meadows situated on both sides of the entrance path will be retained in their current condition, in the interest of wildlife conservation.

R/381/13 ANTI-DOG FOULING STENCIL PROGRAMME  
QUESTION (12): Councillor A.M. Dermody  

Item ID: 36357 

"To ask the Manager to please confirm that Dodder Valley Park, specifically at the Kilvere entrance is included in the anti-dog fouling stencil programme and to ask the manager to include additional bins at both the Kilvere entrance & the Springfield entrance to the park.  To ask that the paths in this Park be cleared back of moss and the grass in all of the Park be cut and maintained and not just the grass area to the rear of the Shopping Centre.  Please also note that the grass cutting in the biggest green area was started but not completed and this too needs to be attended to.  Can you also supply me with an up to date with regard to the ponding of the paths in this Park which I submitted at the last Area Committee meeting (Q6) and in reply the matter was to be investigated and fuller reply is still awaited?"
REPLY:

The Dodder Valley Park and specifically the area near the Kilvere Entrance will be included in the forthcoming anti-dog fouling stencilling programme. The additional bins requested at the Kilvere and Springfield Entrances to the Park will be added to the programme of litter bin installations to be carried out in the coming months across the County. With regard to the condition of footpaths, arrangements will be made to clear any moss, vegetation etc. on these paths and to deal with any minor drainage issues, as soon as possible. With regard to grass cutting operations, in general greater emphasis will be given in the future to the reservation of suitable areas for the development of species rich grassland along the Dodder Valley, which is considered a more appropriate management regime in the interest of wildlife conservation. The grass close to the edges of footpaths and along walking routes will continue to be maintained to a high standard at this location.

R/382/13 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (18): 






Item ID: 36256 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading 

R/383/13 CORRESPONDENCE 

CORRESPONDENCE (9): 





Item ID: 36257 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading 

R/384/13 CATHAOIRLEACH'S BUSINESS

MOTION (15): 







Item ID: 36258 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading 

R/385/13 MAINTENANCE PLAN FOR THE PATHWAY INTO DODDER LINEAR PARK AT CHERRYFIELD 
MOTION (16):







  Item ID: 36046 
It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:-
"That the Council outlines an ongoing maintenance plan for the pathway into Dodder Linear park at Cherryfield (the bottom of Knocklyon Road/Firhouse Road) and specifically the pathway around and to the rear of the Traveller Accommodation and to present a report on the state of this pedestrian area."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The pathway along the Dodder River at Cherryfield and in particular in the vicinity of the Knocklyon Road/ Firhouse Road junction has recently been inspected. Over the years there has been significant encroachment of vegetation onto the path to such an extent that the path is now too narrow and pedestrians/cyclists can now only pass in single file. The path surface is also currently in a poor condition and needs to be resurfaced. It should be noted that the vegetation which has established along the river side of the path is varied and is of considerable wildlife value and also provides a barrier between the path and the steep embankment which runs down to the Dodder River. 

The best solution to improving the situation here would be to widen and re-surface the path on the side of the path furthest from the river, extending from the Firhouse Road entrance to the start of the traveller accommodation site. A precise costing in relation to the completion of this work will be sought for further consideration, as soon as possible.”

Following a contribution from Councillor J. Lahart, Mr. B. Kearney, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

R/386/13 GRASS CUTTING SCHEDULE 
MOTION (17): 







Item ID: 36360 
It was proposed by Councillor A.M. Dermody, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:-
"That the Manager bring to this Committee a grass cutting schedule which can be posted on line so that Residents can see from the Council's website when the grass in their area is scheduled for cutting.  Please also include the Council's approach to cutting grass where grass cutting is cancelled due to rain or severe weather."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The Council's Environmental Cleaning and Estate Maintenance Schedules have been available on-line since mid 2012. Grass Cutting Programmes have been available since the start of the cutting season in March/April 2013.”

It was AGREED to take Motion 19 in the name of Councillor A.M. Dermody in conjunction with the above.

SUPERVISION OF GRASS CUTTING 
MOTION (19): 







Item ID: 36367 
It was proposed by Councillor A.M. Dermody, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:-
"That the Manager provide this Council will an understanding of the inspection and supervision by the Council's Supervisors around grass cutting within this County/ward.  Please include reference to the training and instructions provided to staff and as to the checks and inspections that take place following grass cutting and the frequency of such inspections by Supervisors.  To ask the Manager to review  and comment on the photographs taken by me on the evening of the 28th of May 2013 of the grass verges along Stocking Avenue, Rathfarnham and the state and quality of the work completed.   To ask the Manager to compare from the photographs provided the grass cutting by the Council's employees with that of the Management Company of the grass verge at the entrance to Stocking Wood.  Poor quality work by this Council's employees is not acceptable and it is for the Manager to ensure that adequate measures are adopted towards ensuring an acceptable standard of work by employees is delivered."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“It is accepted that the cutting of the narrow grass margins along sections of Stocking Avenue in Rathfarnham which was carried out by the Council at the end of May did not reach a standard which can be considered to be acceptable. These margins are normally cut on a 3 week recurring schedule using ride-on mowers and strimmers, where necessary, and the work is directly supervised and inspected by supervisory staff based at Rathfarnham Depot. The long grass around obstacles such as trees and bollards etc. now needs to be strimmed and sprayed which will be carried out over the next week or so. The margins along this road which are fronting the Stocking Wood development are cut every 7-10 days at the same frequency as the internal open spaces within the estate. The areas of grass which are cut every 7 to 10 days by the Management Company are obviously maintained to a much higher standard than those areas which are cut once every three weeks by Council staff. Council staff who are engaged in the cutting of grass are instructed to do so in a manner that leaves the general area clean and tidy, in this regard it is important for staff to try to ensure that no grass cuttings are discharged onto the footpaths or roadway. It is the aim of the Council to have all areas where maintenance work is to be carried out inspected both before the work commences and after it has been completed, and such a completion inspection is intended to identify the need for any further works in the area. Where a grass cutting location has been heavily soiled by grass cuttings or litter then the supervisor in charge should take action to remedy the situation. Every effort will now be made to bring the grass margins in question to a more presentable condition when the grass is next cut in the area over the coming weeks.”

Mr. B. Kearney, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, presented the report.  Following contributions from Councillors A.M. Dermody, P. Cosgrave and J. Lahart, Mr. Kearney responded to queries raised and the reports were NOTED.
R/387/13 LOCATE A CHILDREN'S PLAYGROUND IN THE KNOCKLYON AREA 

MOTION (18):







  Item ID: 36048 
It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:-
"That the Manager outline what steps are being taken from a planning perspective to locate a children's playground in the Knocklyon area."
The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:
Playground Construction Programme
Environment

R/388/ QUESTIONS 
It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Question 13 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

R/389/ ANTI DOG LITTER SIGNS AT KILVERE ESTATE

QUESTION (13): Councillor J. Lahart  


Item ID: 36049 

"To ask the Manager what progress is being made with regard to stencilling of anti dog litter signs at Kilvere estate entrance to Dodder Linear Park etc?"
REPLY:
The stencilling of anti-dog fouling messages in parks throughout the County is being finalised with the regional parks starting imminently followed by local and neighbourhood parks in the coming months. 

It is only intended that the Council will stencil areas in the parks network throughout the County and that the programme will not extend to requests from individuals/groups to stencil additional areas.

R/390/13 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (19): 






Item ID: 36259 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading 

R/391/13 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (10): 





Item ID: 36260 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading 

R/392/13 CATHAOIRLEACH'S BUSINESS 

MOTION (20): 







Item ID: 36261 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading 

R/393/13 SERVE NOTICE AND TAKE ACTION ON THE OWNERS OF THE LAND ADJACENT TO THE ROUNDABOUT AT THE AUGUSTINIANS AT BALLYBODEN 
MOTION (21): 







Item ID: 36051 
It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:-
"That the Council serve notice and take action on the owners of the land adjacent to the roundabout at the Augustinians at Ballyboden and that once and for all it be cleaned up or declared a derelict site and appropriate action taken - I first raised this issue ten years ago and it is a blight on the area."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The site in question will be investigated under the Derelict Sites Act, 1990. Following investigation, an assessment will be made as to the appropriate course of action to be taken.”

Mr. C. Ward, Administrative Officer, presented the report.  Following contributions from Councillors J. Lahart and P. Cosgrave, Mr. Ward responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

The meeting concluded at 5pm.

Siniú  ________________              Dáta ________________

An Cathaoirleach  
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