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SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MONDAY 14th NOVEMBER 2005

Motion NO. 4
Motion: Cllr Cáit Keane
That this Council recommends that we treat the dogs of South Dublin with the dignity of a service in their own area .i.e. that they will have a secure place of residence -dogpound when abandoned.(b)to set up a system of dog-homing with tracking to ensure dogs are not unduly delayed in being rehomed. (c)To state what access members of the public and rescue groups have to the current pound situated in Dunboyne Co. Meath. (d)What is the rehoming rate for this pound? some dog pounds have a 95% rehoming rate. (e) to report fully on the demise of the dogpound in Stocking lane. (f) to report on the meeting that has taken place with interested parties.
Report:

Under the Control of Dogs Act 1986, each Local Authority has a statutory obligation to provide for sheltering dogs abandoned, seized or surrendered.  Following a Public Tender procedure for the provision of Dog Pound Services for use by South Dublin County Council, one tender was received and a three year contract was awarded in February 2005 to Blackhall Boarding Kennels, Dunboyne, County Meath to provide such a service.  The Dog Pound opened on 28th February 2005 and provides a service for residents of South Dublin County who wish to surrender their own dogs and also for the shelter of abandoned dogs and for dogs which are seized by the Council’s Dog Wardens in South Dublin County. 

The location and contact details of the pound are available on the Council’s website in the Environmental Services page www.southdublin.ie 

The Council’s Pound in Dunboyne is open to the public Monday to Friday, during the hours 2 – 4 pm, and on Saturday from 9am to 11 am, and may also be contacted by appointment.  

The Council’s Veterinary Inspectors monitor the service provider’s obligations under the contract. This involves visiting the pound regularly, without prior notice and monitoring operational matters.  They report regularly that the Pound is well run, maintained in a clean condition and that the dogs are treated in a humane manner.

During the first six months of operation of the Dunboyne pound , 656 dogs were impounded, of which 175 dogs were rehomed (i.e. purchased by a new owner), 292 were rehomed with rescue groups and 38 were reclaimed by their owners. The remaining dogs were humanely put to sleep.

The re-homing rate at dog pounds varies, depending on the demand from the public to buy new dogs.  The responsible actions of dog owners in spaying their pets will minimise the numbers of stray animals which end up in the pound.

The cost to the Council of providing the pound is €150,000 per annum (for 2005) in addition to the cost of employing two Dog Wardens, transport etc. The annual receipts from Dog Licences and rehoming fees averages €100,000 only.

Following a meeting held in March 2005, and ongoing correspondence with certain representatives of animal rescue groups, the Environmental Services Department has decided that on obtaining confirmation of suitability of premises, copy of relevant planning permissions etc.,provision is being made to waive the rehoming fee to Animal Rescue Organisations fulfilling the required criteria, on completion by them (or their representatives) of a transfer of ownership form. To date only two rescue groups have submitted the details requested.
In relation to the dog shelter in Stocking Lane referred to in the motion, this pound was owned by the DSPCA and had no connection with the Council.  Following the sale of DSPCA lands, the shelter relocated to a premises on Mount Venus Road.

