COMHAIRLE CONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting of the Lucan Area Committee dealing with Environment, Parks, Roads, Water & Drainage, Planning, Development, Libraries, Corporate Services, Housing and Community Business held on 28th May 2013.

	PRESENT

	COUNCILLORS

	E. Higgins

	C. Jones

	G. O’Connell

	E. Tuffy


An apology for inability to attend was received from Councillor W. Lavelle.  An Cathaoirleach, Councillor E. Tuffy presided.  
OFFICIALS PRESENT


	Senior Executive Officer
	L. Leonard, W. Sheils.

	County Librarian
	G. Byrne.

	Senior Engineer
	T. O’Grady, W. Purcell.

	Senior Planner
	P. Hogan, C. Ryan.

	Senior Executive Planner
	K. Kenny. 

	Senior Executive Engineer
	J. O’Connor.

	Senior Executive Parks Superintendent
	D. Fennell.

	Executive Planner
	N. Conlon.

	Public Realm Designer
	S. Furlong.

	Project Manager
	M. Ni Dhomhnaill.

	Administrative Officer
	P. Doherty, T. Shanahan.

	A/Senior Staff Officer
	C. Malone.

	Clerical Officer
	A. Shaw, A. Mooney.


L/300/13 CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

HEADED-ITEM (1) 





Item ID: 36099
The Minutes of the Lucan Area Committee dealing with Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Water & Drainage, Planning, Roads, Development, Corporate Services and Library Business, held on 23rd April 2013, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor C. Jones and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Lucan Area Committee Meeting held on 23rd April 2013 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

Environment

L/301/13 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Question numbers 1-2 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

L/302/13 'OLD BUNGALOW' DEVELOPMENT SITE AT MOY GLAS 
QUESTION (1): Councillor W. Lavelle  


Item ID: 36142 

"To ask the Manager for an update on efforts to maintain and cleanse the vacant 'old bungalow' development site at Moy Glas?" 
REPLY:
Following a complaint, this matter was investigated by the Litter Warden for the area who witnessed a person depositing green waste material into the site. An on-the spot fine of €150 was issued to the person found dumping. An inspection on 20th May 2013 found the site to contain a small quantity of litter. A letter has been issued to the owner requiring that the site be cleaned up within 10 days and maintained free of litter. It is also intended that a letter will be issued to all houses adjacent to the site advising residents of their obligations under the Litter Pollution Act 1997.

L/303/13 HOUSE AND SITE IN ESKER PARK, LUCAN 
QUESTION (2): Councillor E. Tuffy  



Item ID: 36153 

"To ask the Manager if she will arrange for the inspection, under the Derelict Sites Act, of a house and site in Esker Park, Lucan (address of house and name of owner supplied)?
REPLY:
The house at 13 Esker Park and adjacent site have different owners. The Council's Land Use Economic Transport & Planning Department has confirmed that planning permission for the building of two houses on the vacant site was granted on the 27th October 2009 (Planning Application reference SD09A/0248). A Commencement Notice was received in that Department on the l5th June, 2010 notifying a commencement date of 1st July 2010. However, to date no construction work has commenced on site. 

Both sites will be investigated separately under the Derelict Sites Act, 1990. Following receipt of the reports, if works are deemed to be necessary to prevent or halt dereliction the site owners or responsible persons will be written to requesting that works be carried out.

L/304/13 VILLAGE INITIATIVE UPDATE

HEADED ITEM (2): Environmental Services  

Item ID: 36094 

Ms. M. Ni Dhomhnaill, Project Manager, presented the following report:

“The Council agreed as part of the part of the budget process to allocate funds for the development of designated villages within the county. Work with Village Based Groups has been on-going and regular reports on the process and the work have been put to the Corporate Policy Group on a monthly basis.

In February 2013 the CPG agreed a call for proposals under the Village Funding:-

Village Funding Process

A call for proposals was issued following the February meeting of the CPG

Criteria for application under the fund – as laid out in page 4 of the Community Grants Booklet
Proposal Headings of funding structure over initial 3-year phase of the project:

	
	ITEM
	Total funding over 3-years to each village

	1.
	Walking Routes Development of walking/cycling routes through new connections, signage, lighting and branding/promotion
	€7,000.00

	
	
	

	2.
	Heritage Buildings/Features Refurbishment/repair/painting/plaques/floodlighting of buildings and their settings to enhance activity and presence of significant heritage and visitor attractions
	€20,000.00

	
	
	

	3.
	Public Realm/Civic Focal Points Small plazas, paving, tree planting, feature lighting, plants, hanging baskets to enhance quality of streets and spaces
	€10,000.00

	
	
	

	4.
	Public Realm/Elimination of 'Black Spots' Remediation of damaged pavements, stone walls, railings, unused telephone boxes, hoardings, abandoned structures etc. to mitigate damage to streetscape.
	€3,000.00

	5.
	Shopfronts/Painting/Signage Upgrading of shopfronts, lighting, railings, village identification and welcome signage and markers (matching funding required for shopfront painting/upgrades)
	€15,000,00

	
	
	

	6.
	Festivals/Markets Development of new festivals/markets with branding/promotion, including stalls/design. (Festivals and markets must relate to village strategy and have significance for village and its history/people).
	€3,000.00

	
	
	

	7.
	Branding Website/logo design and development, including publications
	€1,500.00


Each village may submit proposals for funding for each category above to the maximum amount shown over the first 3-year period of Village Initiative. These proposals will be submitted to relevant Area Committee with a recommendation for approval and a subsequent report to the next Council Meeting.

A. Designated Group: Lucan Village Network
Branding
· Website/Logo Development

Funding requested €9,000.00 (available €1,500.00)

Recommended €1,500

Festivals/Markets
· Development of Taste of Lucan Festival including stalls

Funding requested €7,800.00 (available €3,000.00)

Recommended: €3,000

Shopfronts/Painting/Signage
· Welcome signage/Heritage Trail/Walking Routes

Funding requested €6,000.00 (available €6,000.00)

Recommended: €6,000

Public Realm/Focal Points
· Benches in Lucan Village

Funding requested €7,200.00 (available €10,000)

Recommended: €7,200

This recommendation is in principle and detailed plans must be submitted in advance of drawdown.

Villages may act collectively and the Council will co-ordinate where there is an overall approach required such as procurement of items.”

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor C. Jones and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the foregoing report.”

L/305/13 LITTER MANAGEMENT PLAN 2011 -2014 - QUARTERLY REPORT 

HEADED ITEM (3): Environmental Services  

Item ID: 36100 

Ms. M. Ni Dhomhnaill, Project Manager, presented the following report:

Litter Management Plan 2011 -2014 – Quarterly Report
Following contributions from Councillors G. O'Connell and E. Tuffy, Ms Ní Dhomhnaill responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
L/306/13 NEW WORKS 
HEADED ITEM (4): Environmental Services  

Item ID: 36101 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/307/13 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (1): Environmental Services  
Item ID: 36102 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/308/13 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS 
MOTION (1): Environmental Services 


 Item ID: 36103 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/309/13 TIDY TOWNS ACTIVITY/ENGAGEMENT IN THE LEA 
MOTION (2):







  Item ID: 36146 

It was proposed by Councillor E. Higgins, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy;-
"That the Manager provide a report on Tidy Towns activity/engagement in the LEA."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“There are 3 Tidy Towns groups currently active in the Lucan electoral area

· Lucan 

· Palmerston 

· Griffeen

In 2013 all the Tidy Towns in the County have come together to form a network in order to support one another and share learning and experiences. The closing date for the 2013 Tidy Towns application is the 23rd May and all of the groups have entered. Groups are actively involved arranging litter picks, painting, planting and general maintenance and care of their area. The Tidy Towns groups also liaise with other groups in their area e.g. schools, scouts, guides etc. In general the groups are having a very positive effect on their areas both from an aesthetic and a community point of view.”

Ms M. Ní Dhomhnaill, Project Manager, presented the report.  Following contributions from Councillors E. Higgins and E. Tuffy Ms Ni Dhomhnaill responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

Parks

L/310/13 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Question numbers 3-7 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

L/311/13 INSTALL EXTRA LITTER BINS 
QUESTION (3): Councillor C. Jones 



 Item ID: 36178 

"To ask the Manager if it would be possible to install extra Litter Bins at Castle Road and the entrance to Colthurst Estate, Lucan?"
REPLY:

There are 5 litter bins on a 110 meter section of Castle Road between the R136 and Colthurst estate. One of these litter bins is located at the entrance to Colthurst estate. A review of the current bin route will be undertaken with a view to the possibility of adjusting the day of empting, the frequency of emptying and the necessity to provide an additional bin. This review will be undertaken in the context of the availability of resources to implement any proposed changes.

L/312/13 TAKING-IN-CHARGE OF OPEN SPACE 
QUESTION (4): Councillor W. Lavelle  


Item ID: 36141 

"To ask the Manager for a further update on the processing of taking-in-charge of open space at the entrance to Rossberry, Tullyhall & Hayden's Park estate; and to confirm that all steps required from Council departments, such as preparation of maps for conveyancing, have been or are been completed without delay?" 
REPLY:
The legal documentation in relation to the taking in charge of the area concerned is currently being examined. The inclusion of this area in the grass cutting schedule is subject to the legal documentation being in order. The Elected Members will be updated on progress in the matter. In the meantime, the developer is responsible for the maintenance of the areas until such time as it is taken in charge by the Council.

L/313/13 TREE PLANTING AND PRUNING CARRIED OUT IN THE PALMERSTON/LUCAN  
QUESTION (5): Councillor G. O'Connell  


Item ID: 36164 

"To ask the Manager for a report on the tree planting and pruning carried out in the Palmerston/Lucan areas during the recent season and to indicate in the answer if work requested by elected members and members of the public will be given priority next season and in particular when will the trees that have failed on Kennelsfort Road be replaced?"
REPLY: 

The arboricultural programme for 2013 was presented to the Lucan Area Committee on 18th December 2012.

The Programme is again focused on tree maintenance works, in order to make best use of the available resources. As the focus of the programme is primarily on tree pruning and removals, new planting are only being considered in a very limited number of circumstances, e.g. National Tree Week 2012. Tree maintenance works include:

· Tree pruning

· Tree removal

· Stump removal

· Hedge cutting

· Shrubbery maintenance 

In relation to trees, priority is being given to trees in the following categories: 

· Dead and damaged trees. 

· Trees in very close proximity to public lighting columns (less than 1.8m). 

· Trees associated with lifting footpaths. 

· Trees in conflict with overhead utility cables

Aside from these categories, works will be carried out to trees only where they are considered to be consistent with good arboricultural practice. Examples of this would be crown lifting (removal of lower branches), crown thinning (reducing the weight of large trees), pruning to deal with weak branch junctions, pruning to improve the shape of the tree and removal of suckers. 

The table below sets out the update on the programme of works and works completed to date. It is divided into 5 sections as follows: 

· Estate Pruning 

· Open Space/Shrubberies work 

· Hedgerow Work 

· Individual Work 

· Tree Removals

Estate Pruning 

	Location
	EXTENT OF WORK
	UPDATE ON WORK

	Finnstown Estate
	All trees requiring pruning or removal
	Complete

	Hillcrest Close 
	All trees requiring pruning or removal
	Complete

	Hermitage Park Estate
	All trees requiring pruning or removal
	To be completed in Autumn/Winter 2013


Open Space/Shrubberies work 
	Location
	EXTENT OF WORK
	UPDATE ON WORK

	Adamstown Link Road
	Shrub pruning
	Complete

	Ballyowen Park
	Thinning of boundary shrubbery
	Complete

	Castlegate open space, Adamstown 
	Removal/thinning of shrubberies
	Complete

	Palmerstown Ave/N4
	Shrub pruning in laneway
	Complete

	Waterstown Park 
	Thinning of tree plantings
	Complete


Hedgerow Work 
	Location
	EXTENT OF WORK
	UPDATE ON WORK

	Abbeydale
	Hedge
	Complete

	Abbeywood 
	Hedge
	Complete

	Beech Park
	Hedge
	Complete

	Castle Road
	Hedge
	Complete

	Earlsfort 
	Hedge
	Complete

	Foxborough 
	Hedge
	Complete

	Glenaulin Park 
	Hedges
	Complete

	Griffeen Valley Park 
	Hedge
	Complete

	Hollyville Lawns
	Hedge at 48
	Complete

	Lucan running track
	Hedge
	Complete

	Lucan Demesne 
	Hedge
	Complete

	Willsbrook Park
	Hedge
	Complete

	Whitethorn Park 
	Hedge
	Complete


Individual Trees 
	ESTATE
	TREE LOCATION
	UPDATE ON WORK

	Arthur Griffith Park 
	House 90
	Complete

	Beech Park
	Open space, House 124, 266,
	Complete

	Cedar Drive -Wood Farm Acres 
	house 15
	Complete

	Dodsboro Road
	House 38
	Complete

	Esker Park 
	Corner & pedestrian link onto N4
	Complete

	Foxford, Ballyowen Lane 
	House 14
	Complete

	Fforster Close 
	House 12 
	Complete

	Glenmaroon Road 
	House 46A
	Complete

	Glenaulin Road
	House 2
	Complete

	Hermitage Road 
	House 17, lamppost 12, 
	Complete

	Hillcrest Park
	House 41, 42
	Complete

	Hollyville Lawns
	House 23, 
	Complete

	Mill Lane 
	House 7
	Complete

	Palmerstown Court 
	2 trees at entrance 
	Complete

	Palmerstown Park 
	House 26, 
	Complete

	Rochfort Downs
	hedge
	Complete

	St Finians
	hedge
	Complete

	The Dingle 
	House 53
	Complete

	The Orchard Woodfarm Acres
	House 20, 22
	Complete

	Weston Close
	House 9 
	Complete

	Woodville Avenue
	House 2
	Complete

	Willsbrook Drive 
	Trees on boundary of ORR
	Complete

	Willsbrook Place
	House 7
	Complete

	Woodview Heights 
	Main road
	To be completed in Autumn/Winter 2013

	Whitethorn Park 
	House 63, 196, 197
	No 63 & 197 complete. No 196 to be completed in Autumn/Winter 2013


Tree Removals 
	ESTATE
	TREE LOCATION
	UPDATE ON WORK

	Ardeevin 
	Open space -1 tree
	To be completed in Autumn/Winter 2013

	Beechpark 
	House 21 
	Complete

	Cherbury Park 
	House 26
	Tree pruned

	Edmondsbury Court
	House 2 shrubbery
	Complete

	Greenpark Road, Hillcrest 
	House 44
	Complete


In relation to the trees on Kennelsfort Road it is important to note that the focus of the arboricultural programme is primarily on tree pruning and removals. New planting are only being considered in a very limited number of circumstances. While it is the Councils intention to replace the trees that have failed at this location, the works are subject to the availability of the necessary resources required to undertake the works.

L/314/13 SCHEDULE FOR GRASS CUTTING 
QUESTION (6): Councillor E. Tuffy  



Item ID: 36152 

"To ask the Manager if she can provide the schedule for Grass Cutting in the Parks and estate Green Spaces in Palmerston for the next 3 or 4 months?"
REPLY:

Grass cutting in the Palmerston area is scheduled to take place as per the table below. The cycle of grass cutting is set at 15 days and the programme is currently in Week 3. It should be noted that the schedule is subject to a number of variables which can impact on the planned delivery of the service. 

These factors include a full compliment of staff, machinery breakdowns, which occur from time to time, and weather conditions, all of which can vary from day to day. 

In addition, it should also be noted that unplanned works also arise throughout the grass cutting season which have to be managed. The allocation of resources to deal with such matters does impact on the scheduled works programme but efforts are made to minimise this.

	Week 1
	Week 2
	Week 3

	Whitethorn Park
	Waterstown Park
	Woodfarm Acres

	Palmers Estate/Manor
	Glenaulin Park Pitches
	Hollyville Lawns

	Palmerstown Court
	Mill Lane Pitches
	Riverside Drive

	Oakcourt Green
	
	The Hub

	Palmerstown Park
	
	The Oval

	Glenaulin Park Pitches
	
	Riversdale

	Mill Lane Pitches
	
	Upper Kennelsfort Road

	
	
	N4 Margins

	
	
	Glenaulin Park Pitches

	
	
	Mill Lane Pitches


L/315/13 GRASS VERGE ON THE ENTRANCE ROAD FROM GRIFFEEN AVENUE TO HAYDEN’S PARK ETC.
QUESTION (7): Councillor E. Tuffy  



Item ID: 36157 

"To ask the Manager for an updated report on the efforts of the Parks Department to have the wide grass verge on the entrance road from Griffeen Avenue to Hayden's Park, Rossberry and Tullyhall Estates, Lucan?"
REPLY:

The legal documentation in relation to the taking in charge of the area concerned is currently being examined. The inclusion of this area in the grass cutting schedule is subject to the legal documentation being in order. The Elected Members will be updated on progress in the matter. In the meantime, the developer is responsible for the maintenance of the areas until such time as it is taken in charge by the Council.

L/316/13 NEW WORKS 

HEADED ITEM (5): Parks Department  


Item ID: 36104 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/317/13 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (2): Parks Department  

Item ID: 36105 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/318/13 CATHAOIRLEACH'S BUSINESS - ANTI-SOCIAL ACTIVITIES IN PARTS OF WATERSTOWN PARK 

MOTION (3): 







 Item ID: 36151 

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor E. Higgins:-
"That this Committee notes ongoing concerns expressed by residents about the extent of anti-social activities in parts of Waterstown Park, Palmerston requests the Manager to provide a report on the actions taken to ameliorate this problem, including co-operation with An Garda Siochana."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“Anti-social behaviour is an unfortunate aspect of our modern society. The majority of anti-social behaviour in Waterstown Park takes place during the hours of darkness after the parks have closed and our staff have finished work for the day. For this reason, the Council is limited in relation to the type of actions it can take to counter anti-social behaviour.

Physical measures that have been taken to tackle anti social activity in Waterstown Park include the provision of boundary walls and railings, installation of vehicle control barriers and kissing gates and routine patrolling by the Park Rangers. In addition to this the staff routinely remove cans and bottles as part of regular maintenance works undertaken in the Park. 

Instances of scrambler bikes being used in the Park are infrequent and where they do occur the Gardaí are informed. Although they are not always able to respond with a patrol car at the time they commit to calling to the park once a car becomes available.

Reducing anti-social problems is something that can only be done with the assistance of residents and communities groups living in the area. It is important that anyone who experiences anti social activities should be encouraged to contact the Gardaí who have the powers to enforce the law under the Criminal Justice (Public Order) Act. In addition residents should report incidences of anti-social behaviour to the Public Realm Section in order that the issues can be addressed where possible.”

Following contributions from Councillors E. Tuffy and G. O’Connell, Mr. D. Fennell, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
L/319/13 LITTER & DUMPING BLACKSPOTS 

MOTION (4): Councillor W. Lavelle



 Item ID: 36035 

The following motion in the name of Councillor W. Lavelle was NOT MOVED.
"That this Committee requests the Manager to present a detailed report on any changes being proposed to deliver more frequent cleansing of  the litter & dumping blackspots identified by elected members ahead of; and at the briefing held in April on foot of my previous proposal; and further noting the concerns expressed in particular regarding issues the vicinity of the Ballyowen Castle area, requests the Manager to facilitate a meeting between elected members, officials and representatives of the owners and/or management of commercial premises in the Ballyowen Castle area, so as to allow for discussion of the issues of concern in the area."
L/320/13 PROVISION OF DOG TOILET CLOSE TO THE CAR PARK IN WATERSTOWN PARK

MOTION (5): 







Item ID: 36163 

It was proposed by Councillor G. O'Connell, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:-
"That this Committee requests Management to investigate the feasibility of putting a dog toilet close to the car park in Waterstown Park on a pilot basis and if it proves satisfactory it could be replicated elsewhere in the County.  This is a facility that works well in other countries and should be easier and more economical to service than the footpaths through the park which are a total disgrace most of the time."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“Where a dog is in a public place, responsibility for the dog, which includes cleaning up after the animal, rests with the owner. The Council has no proposals to provide dog toilets which have been found, in many cases where they have been provided in other countries, to be offensive to the general public.

There are two litter bins provided in Waterstown Park and a number of litter bins in the general vicinity of the park which are available for the disposal of dog litter. The Council will continue to facilitate the disposal of dog waste through the litter bin system and to prosecute irresponsible dog owners who fail to clean up after their dog.”

Following a contribution from Councillor G. O’Connell, Mr. D. Fennell, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
L/321/13 REQUEST BY LUCAN UNITED FC TO INSTALL A FENCE
MOTION (6): Councillor W. Lavelle



Item ID: 36137 

The following motion in the name of Councillor W. Lavelle was NOT MOVED.

"That this Area Committee supports the request by Lucan United FC, supported by local residents and Scoil Mhuire, to install a fence around one of their allocated pitches at Airlie Heights so as allow the club to host home games at intermediate level and to facilitate the continued development of the club; and therefore requests the Manager to actively and positively engage with Club to agree the terms of a lease for the pitch in question to allow for installation of a fence, with a view to presenting a proposed lease to the elected members for approval."
Roads

L/322/13 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Question numbers 8-11 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

L/323/13 FOOTPATHS REPAIRS IN HILLCREST
QUESTION (8): Councillor W. Lavelle  


Item ID: 36140 

"To ask the Manager for a detailed update on the extent of planned footpaths repairs in Hillcrest on foot of residents' requests?" 
REPLY:
The Area Engineer has met with the residents in relation to the Hillcrest Path repairs. Repairs have been carried out at numbers 5, 7, 9, 11, 21 & 23 Hillcrest Drive. Further repairs will be carried out at locations where tree roots have caused damage. Roads Department are liaising with Parks in relation to the removal of the trees.

L/324/13 REVIEW OF PARKING BYE-LAWS IN THE LUCAN VILLAGE AREA

QUESTION (9): Councillor W. Lavelle  


Item ID: 36144 

"To ask the Manager to outline the detailed timeframe for the public consultation on the review of Parking Bye-Laws in the Lucan Village area; and to further formally issue the Manager's Report on the public consultation on proposed new Lucan Village Taxi Bye-Laws such that the elected members could formally consider and decide on an approach?"
REPLY:
Preparatory work to inform the review of the Parking Bye-Laws is well underway, this involves analysis of parking patterns and availability throughout the day over a period of time. The objective is to establish demand and availability and takes into account weekend versus weekday patterns. It will inform recommendations in the review in particular in respect of weekend operation of pay and display. It is expected that the preparatory work will conclude by the end of the summer allowing draft document preparation to commence. Public consultation is planned to commence in September once the Area Committees have been appraised of the Draft Bye-Laws. 

Public consultation on the proposed "Lucan Appointed Stands (Street Service Vehicles) Bye-Laws 2012 commenced on 14th May 2012. The closing date for receipt of submissions was 6th July 2012. Three submissions were received. A meeting was arranged with the local Councillors for Tuesday 23rd October 2012 to discuss the submissions.

The three submissions were discussed and the issues highlighted were noted. The Members suggested the possibility of using the parking spaces outside the shops from 9pm when these shops would be closed. However, as there were only 2 of the 5 Councillors present, they undertook to discuss this suggestion with the other three Councillors and revert with the outcome. The Council is open to suggestion for finding a consensus on the preferred solution for a taxi rank in Lucan Village. This matter will be advanced as part of the traffic assessment of Lucan village which has been grant aided by the NTA in 2013.

L/325/13 TAXI RANK SPACES IN LUCAN VILLAGE
QUESTION (10): Councillor E. Tuffy  



Item ID: 36158 

"To ask the Manager when the road markings will be changed to show 4, rather than 3 Taxi "Rank" spaces beside the Village Green in Lucan?"
REPLY:
Remarking works were carried out last week to remove the parking space at the Taxi Rank in Lucan Village and incorporate it into the Taxi Rank as space for a fourth vehicle.

L/326/13 REMOVAL/PRUNING OF TREE  
QUESTION (11): Councillor E. Tuffy 



 Item ID: 36162 

"To ask the Manager if she can advise what options are available to neighbouring householders to have a tree in the garden of an adjacent house, which they believe to be at risk of falling over and damaging their property removed or pruned?"
REPLY:
It would appear that the tree in question is located in the garden of a house and is not interfering with a public footpath or road. The Council have no function in this matter. If this is the case then in the first instance those involved should make their concerns known to the owner of the tree and ask if appropriate action could be taken. If such an approach does not work the next step would be to seek legal advice and possibly a civil case to address the issue. 

L/327/13 REPORT ON PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY OVER GRASSED STRIP AT BEWLEY GROVE AND MOUNT BELLEW WAY, LUCAN.

HEADED ITEM (6):






Item ID: 36177 

Mr. P. Hogan, Senior Planner, presented the following report:

Report
Letter from the NTA
Mr. Hogan outlined the outcome of his investigation and brought the members attention to a supporting letter from the National Transportation Authority and reiterated the recommendation that the route remain open and the extinguishment not be proceeded with, at least until there has been an opportunity to develop these proposals further.

Arising from a discussion on the matter, the following motion was proposed by Councillor E. Higgins, seconded by Councillor G.O'Connell and passed:-

'That in the event that the Council approves a proposal to extinguish the right of way at Bewley Grove and Mount Bellew Way, Lucan; that this Area Committee further recommends the commencement of an examination of options to address any current or potential traffic and parking problems at Mount Bellew Way and Mount Bellew Estate, noting that the June meeting of South Dublin County Council is expected to consider the declaration of the roads in Mount Bellew Estate to be public Roads.'

The proposal to recommend the extinguishment to the Council was put to a vote which resulted as follows, 3 in favour, 1 abstention.

The motion was put to a vote which resulted as follows, 3 in favour, 1 abstention.

L/328/13 PROPOSED DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS 
HEADED ITEM (7): Roads Department  


Item ID: 36107 

Mr. W Purcell, Senior Engineer, presented the following report:-
1. Mount Bellew Estate, Lucan. 
Schedule
Map
2. Moy Glas Phase 6A, Lucan.
Schedule
Map
3. Cnoc Aoibhinn Estate, Weston Heights, Cooldrinagh, Lucan.
Schedule
Map
4. The Copse Estate, Weston Heights, Cooldrinagh, Lucan.
Schedule
Map
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and AGREED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare the roads in Mount Bellew Estate, Lucan, Moy Glas Phase 6A, Lucan, Cnoc Aoibhinn Estate, Weston Heights, Cooldrinagh, Lucan and The Copse Estate, Weston Heights, Cooldrinagh, Lucan as set out in the above report to be public roads.”

L/329/13 NEW WORKS 
HEADED ITEM (8): Roads Department  


Item ID: 36108 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/330/13 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (3): Roads Department  

Item ID: 36109 

(i) Childcare facility in VEC LIFE Centre in Lucan
Letter to VEC 29th April 2013
Reply from VEC 3rd May 2013
(ii) Proposed Social Welfare Office for Lucan -Department of Social Protection

     Letter to Minister for Social Protection Ms. Joan Burton T.D. 9th April 2013
     Reply from Minister for Social Protection Ms. Joan Burton T.D 29th April 2013
The above correspondence was NOTED.
L/331/13 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS - TAXI BYE-LAWS FOR LUCAN VILLAGE
MOTION (7):







  Item ID: 36161 

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:-
"That the Manager would present for discussion at the meeting a report on the current status of the work of the Roads Department to develop Taxi Bye-Laws for Lucan Village and an improve Taxi Rank and Taxi Waiting system in and around the Village Green."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“Public consultation on the proposed "Lucan Appointed Stands (Street Service Vehicles) Bye-Laws 2012 commenced on 14th May 2012. The closing date for receipt of submissions was 6th July 2012. Three submissions were received. A meeting was arranged with the local Councillors for Tuesday 23rd October 2012 to discuss the submissions.

The three submissions were discussed and the issues highlighted were noted. The Members suggested the possibility of using the parking spaces outside the shops from 9pm when these shops would be closed. However, as there were only 2 of the 5 Councillors present, they undertook to discuss this suggestion with the other three Councillors and revert with the outcome. The Council is open to suggestion for finding a consensus on the preferred solution for a taxi rank in Lucan Village. This matter will be advanced as part of the traffic assessment of Lucan village which has been grant aided by the NTA in 2013.”

Following contributions from Councillors E. Tuffy and G. O’Connell, Mr. J. O’Connor, Senior Executive Engineer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

L/332/13 REVIEW OF DAMAGED VERGES AND FOOTPATHS AT ESKER DRIVE
MOTION (8): Councillor W. Lavelle



  Item ID: 35824 The following motion in the name of Councillor W. Lavelle was NOT MOVED.

"That this Area Committee requests the Roads Dept., in partnership with the Parks Dept. to conduct a single comprehensive review of damaged verges and footpaths at Esker Drive and the entrance stretch of road to Canonbrook Avenue, with a view to both identifying and implementing necessary repair works (so as to eliminate trip hazards and restore grassed areas) and to further examine the potential benefit of installing bollards to prevent future damage, thereby reducing the future costs to the Council in line with the objectives of the Council's public realm initiative." 
L/333/13 PARKING IN ARDEEVIN 
MOTION (9):







  Item ID: 35825 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:-
"That the Manager will take measures to address the concerns of residents in Ardeevin regarding congestion from parked cars arising from visitors to the nursing home." 

The following report by the Manager was READ:
“Ardeevin is primarily a residential area and staff from the nursing home also utilise the road for parking. This is to be expected on a public road in proximity to work locations in an urban area. It is not possible to retain parking for residents only on the public highway. 

Any parking prohibitions such as double yellow lines or time restricted single yellow lines will displace existing parking vehicles and in all likelihood will have a direct affect on residents parking arrangements. An extensive installation of Double Yellow Lines is not therefore recommended due to difficulties this may cause for residents.

Specific locations such as at junctions where parking is not permissible in order to provide a safe location to make turning manoeuvres can be reinforced by the provision of Double Yellow Lines. Recent inspections do not indicate ongoing parking problems however the location will be monitored.”

Following contributions from Councillors C. Jones and G. O’Connell, Mr. J. O’Connor, Senior Executive Engineer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
L/334/13 BUILDING PROGRAMME FOR LUCAN SCHOOLS
MOTION (10):







  Item ID: 35900 

It was proposed by Councillor G. O'Connell, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:-
That this Committee being very concerned at the inadequate learning facilities at St Thomas' and Scoil Aine Naofa Schools, and both the Senior and Junior Archbishop Ryan  Schools, Lucan, which is due to overcrowding and unsatisfactory classrooms, which by now are bordering on the unsafe, request that the Manager write to the Minister for Education and Skills asking him to have the situation in these  schools reassessed and to have the long promised building programme for these schools started as a matter of urgency.
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“If the Motion is approved a letter will be issued to the Minister for Education and Skills and when a response is received the Committee will be notified accordingly.”

Following contributions from Councillors G. O’Connell, C. Jones and E. Higgins, the motion was APPROVED. 

L/335/13 SUSTAINABLE MODES OF TRANSPORT TO LUCAN SCHOOLS  
MOTION (11): Councillor W. Lavelle



  Item ID: 36036 

The following motion in the name of Councillor W. Lavelle was NOT MOVED.

"That this Area Committee, noting that approximately 3,000 children and young people attend the three primary schools and two secondary schools located north of the N4; further noting however that the vast majority of these children and young people live south of the N4; requests that this Council prioritise efforts, in conjunction with National Transport Authority, to seek to introduce measures to increase the percentage of children and young people travelling to/from these five schools by sustainable modes; including, for example, measures such as: school bus services, pedestrian/cycle safety measures along Grange Castle Road and measures to improve the safety and perception of safety in the vicinity of Willsbrook Park N4 footbridge."

L/336/13 GRASS CUTTING BETWEEN THE COUNTY BOUNDARY AND THE M50 INTERCHANGE 
MOTION (12): 







Item ID: 36159 

It was proposed by Councillor G. O'Connell, seconded by Councillor E. Higgins:-
"That this Committee is very dissatisified that the grass on the dual carriageway between the County Boundary and the M50 interchange has not been cut yet this year and calls on Mangement to arrange a schedule of cutting/maintenance.  It is NOTED that the section between the Oval and the City boundary was very well trimmed recently."

The following report by the Manager was READ:
“Roads Maintenance is currently in discussion with Parks Dept regarding the grasscutting schedule for the 2013 summer period. This will include a cut from the county boundary with Dublin City Council to the M50 Interchange. The maintenance of the N4 from M50 Interchange west to boundary with Kildare Co Co is now being carried out by a private contractor GSJ, as contracted by the NRA.” 

Following contributions from Councillors G. O’Connell and C. Jones, Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

Water & Drainage

L/337/13 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Question number 12 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

L/338/13 GRAVITY SEWER AT OLD LUCAN ROAD
QUESTION (12): Councillor W. Lavelle  


Item ID: 36138 

"To ask the Manager to agree that as part of the next applications for water services capital funding to include an application for funding for provision of a gravity sewer at Old Lucan Road and rising main connecting to the Quarryvale Pumping Station; and to outline if any previous applications have been made for this project:"
REPLY:
It is highly unlikely that South Dublin County Council's Water Services Department will be lodging an application for Capital Funding this year but if an application is lodged this scheme will be mentioned but it will be subject to a value for money assessment by the Department of the Environment. It is likely that ultimately Irish Water will be deciding if this scheme is viable. 

L/339/13 NEW WORKS  
HEADED ITEM (9): Water & Drainage  


Item ID: 36111 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/340/13 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (4): Water & Drainage  

Item ID: 36112 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/341/13 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS 
MOTION (13): Water & Drainage  



Item ID: 36113 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

Planning

L/342/13 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Question numbers 13-14 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

L/343/13 PUBLIC ACCESS TO THE GROUNDS OF LUCAN HOUSE
QUESTION (13): Councillor W. Lavelle  


Item ID: 36143 

"To ask the Manager if we would agree to examine the feasibility of seeking greater public access to the grounds of Lucan House and if he would meet with the elected members on this specific matter?"
REPLY:

While the objective does have some merit there are significant practical issues. The house and grounds are in the ownership and control of the Italian Government. Given their diplomatic status the house and grounds sit outside of normal Irish planning and property legislation. While the Manager is generally open to meeting with the Elected Members on matters, it is unclear in this case, what a meeting would achieve. However, if the Committee agrees, a letter could issue to the Italian ambassador asking for consideration of the above matter. 

L/344/13 TAKING IN CHARGE OF ROSSBERRY ESTATE, LUCAN 
QUESTION (14): Councillor E. Tuffy  



Item ID: 36155 

"To ask the Manager for an updated report on the taking in charge of Rossberry Estate, Lucan and in particular to advise the Committee if issues to do with the construction of front garden walls by a number of residents have been, or are being resolved?"
REPLY:

In respect of the question pertaining to the removal of walls, there were eight seperate properties subject of enforcement action involving construction of unauthorised walls. In six properties the walls have been removed. In one case the walls are to be removed by July 31st. In one case the walls are not yet removed and are subject of ongoing action. 
Until the Council can obtain unfettered access to all public services the estate cannot be taken in charge. 

In respect of the completion of remaining items, the Council has sequestered almost €11,000 of the developers security deposit to complete taking-in-charge related works and has obtained consent from the receiver to complete these works prior to taking in charge. Procurement is ongoing at present.

The receiver is also engaged with the Councils Parks Dept to achieve the transfer of open space to the Councils ownership and has submitted legal documents for review by the Councils Law Dept.

Ongoing maintenance will however remain the receivers responsibility until all services are taken in charge and again this cannot occur until the remaining walls are removed.

L/345/13 MANAGER'S REPORT ON THE ADAMSTOWN SDZ PLANNING SCHEME PRE DRAFT CONSULTATION

HEADED ITEM (10): Planning Department  

Item ID: 36145 

Ms. K. Kenny, Senior Executive Planner, presented the following report:-
Community Consultation Workshops Report
Pre Plan Consultation for Proposed Amended Adamstown SDZ Planning Scheme – Managers Report on Submissions Received
It was AGREED to take Motion 15 in the name of Councillor C. Jones in conjunction with the above.

MOTION (15):







Item ID: 36179 
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:-
"That the Manager would present at the meeting a report on the public consultation activities recently undertaken by the Planning Department on the future development of the Adamstown SDZ, including the facilitated events in Finnstown House Hotel." 
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“Reports on this matter are the subject of a separate Headed Item for this Meeting. The two reports relate to both the Adamstown SDZ review pre-plan consultation process as a whole and to the evening workshop meetings in Finnstown House Hotel,that were part of the pre-plan review process.”

Following contributions from Councillors C. Jones, G. O’Connell and E. Tuffy, Ms Kenny responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED. 

L/346/13 PROGRESS REPORT ON LUCAN SPECIFIC LOCAL OBJECTIVES (SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2010-2016)

HEADED ITEM (11): Planning Department  

Item ID: 36208 

Mr. P. Hogan, Senior Planner presented the following report:-
Progress Report On Lucan Specific Local Objectives
At the request of Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell it was AGREED to defer consideration of this report to the June meeting of the Committee.
L/347/13 TAKING IN CHARGE REPORT 

HEADED ITEM (12): Planning Department 


 Item ID: 36118 

Mr. T. Shanahan, Administrative Officer, presented the following report:-
Taking in Charge Listing - Roads and Services
No. of Houses
Estate
Location
Developer

Works Outstanding
C
ESTATES WHERE TAKING IN CHARGE RECOMMENDATIONS ARE BEING PREPARED:

4
Cnoc Aoibhinn
Lucan
Weston 

Properties Ltd.

The developers company has been dissolved 

however the Minister via the Chief State 

Solicitor has consented to the taking in charge 

process for public services proceeding. 

Development advertised for taking in charge in 

March 2013 and due before next Area 

Committee.

3
Copse
Lucan
Weston 

Properties Ltd

The developers company has been dissolved 

however the Minister via the Chief State 

Solicitor has consented to the taking in charge 

process for public services proceeding. 

Development advertised for taking in charge in 

March 2013 and due before next Area 

Committee.

235
Larkfield
Lucan
Fitzgibbon Bros

Following discussions with the bondholder, 

the developer returned to site and completed 

minor works and submitted CCTV surveys. 

The development has been advertised for 

taking in charge and a wayleave for execution 

between the Councils Water Services division 

and the developer has been drafted.

110
Mount Bellew
Lucan
Fitzgibbon Bros

Owing to the failure of Fitzgibbon Bros to 

complete works, a claim was placed

on their bond in 2011. Following 

discussions with the bondholder and the

Council, the developer returned to the site 

and completed the remaining surface

works. The development is advertised for 

taking in charge and is due before the next area 

committee.

27
Moy Glas (Phase 2)
Lucan
Castlethorn/Cou

rtland/Lyncourt

27 units involved. The majority of this estate 

is taken in charge. Remainder of estate 

approved for taking in charge by Senior 

Engineer . Estate advertised for taking in 

charge in March and due before next area 
No. of Houses
Estate
Location
Developer

Works Outstanding
D
ESTATES WHERE TAKING IN CHARGE WORKS ARE OUTSTANDING

Adamstown Square/Park
Lucan
Castlethorn

Approximately 190 of 225 units occupied. 

Developer liaising with Parks and Building 

Control on taking in charge works and a taking

 in charge package being prepared. Bond in 

place.

252
The Paddocks
Lucan
Mapelwood 

Homes Ltd

A receiver, Paul McCann of Grant Thornton 

has been appointed to control some assets of 

Maplewood Developments. Initial discussions 

identified Phase 1(Paddocks 

Grove,Walk,Drive,Square,Way,Place, Crescent

 and Road) as focus for taking in charge.  There

 are also legal matters relating to  wayleaves for

 some areas that will remain under Mgmt 

Comp control particularly at Paddocks Place 

and Square. A liquidator is also appointed 

however and the Council are since working 

with him and the receiver to identify all 

required works to services which the liquidator

 will carry out. Taking in charge works are 

now intended for Phases 1 and 2. 

Given the legal complexity both a liquidator 

and receiver being involved with different 

aspects, both parties are in dialogue as to 

preparing a site resolution plan to bring the 

development to taking in charge standard. The 

Council is retaining security until the works 

are completed and will be retaining the 

required security related to the remaining parts 

of the permitted development to be 

constructed. Both the liquidator and the 

receiver have been notified of the security held 

and have been in dialogue with the Building 

Control Section re a taking in charge package 

and this remains outstanding.

Public lighting issues reported at Paddocks 

View resulted from recent vandalisation and the

 receiver is costing the under-grounding of 

cabling to avoid further issues.
No. of Houses
Estate
Location
Developer

Works Outstanding
D2
ESTATES WHERE TAKING IN CHARGE WORKS ONGOING ON FOOT OF BOND CLAIM ETC

224
Hansted
Lucan
McInerney 

Construction

Following the Council claim on the bond in 

Oct 2011 and after lengthy interactions, the 

bondholder advised in writing (March 2012) of

their intention to honour the bond and hired 

agents to liaise with the Council on agreeing 

the value of works subject of the claim. 

Works commenced Jan 2013 and scheduled for

completion by end-May as delays have 

occurred due to flooding in attenuation tanks.  

Paralell to the works are a number of legal 

issues being pursued to ensure taking in charge

may progress after works are done, such as 

obtaining wayleaves from the receiver for access

 to maintain certain services post-taking in 

charge. The receiver has consented to the 

wayleaves which are being mapped by the 

Councils Building Control Section.
f2
ESTATES SUBJECT TO ENFORCEMENT ACTION:

108
Rossberry
Lucan
Kingscroft Ltd 

& Hollioake Ltd

Two developers built Rossberry, Kingscroft 

and Hollioake. 

The Council has claimed security lodged for 

completion of remedial works to part of 
the

development carried out by Hollioake and is 

retaining the balance of security pending 

completion of Deeds of Transfer for the open 

space, which is almost completed. 

However the estate as a whole cannot be taken 

in charge as the Council requires unfettered 

access to services and in the part developed by 

Kingscroft, there remain issues with two 

remaining residents with walls etc blocking 

access to various public services; manholes, 

hydrants and public lighting. The Council has 

served enforcement notices relating to the 

unauthorised developments and the majority of

 residents have set back the unauthorised walls 

to allow access to services. If the Enforcement 

Notice is complied with the Council will 

proceed with taking in charge. In the interim 

the receiver has consented to the Council 

completing other remaining taking in charge 

related works using the security claimed.
G
ESTATES UNDER CONSTRUCTION/CONSTRUCTION CEASED:

166
Adamstown Castle 3
Adamstown
Castlethorn 

Construction

Relates to Castlegate Mews, Lawn, Court, 

Heath not taken in charge (remainder of 

permitted development was taken in charge 

April 2012. Report as to taking in charge 

request awaited from developer and relevant 

Depts.
No. of Houses
Estate
Location
Developer

Works Outstanding

173
Adamstown Castle 4
Adamstown
Castlethorn 

Construction

Relates to Castlegate Vale, Downs, Copse, 

Terrace, Row, Grange. Update as to taking in 

charge package from developer pending.

50
Adamstown Castle 5
Adamstown
Castlethorn 

Construction

Relates to Castlegate Hall and Rise, 50 units. 

Not occupied.

61
Hansted Grove
Lucan
Tierra Ltd

Development under construction, adjacent to 

existing Hansted development and Adamstown

 Link Road. 61 units permitted, 17 2bed and 

44 3bed.  13 units commenced to date. Bond 

received for development.

10
Hawkridge
Lucan
Welcan Builders

 Ltd.,

Houses partially completed, not occupied. 

Permission expired. Development under 

control of IBRC liquidator, site secured 

recently following anti-social behaviour at 

location.

St Edmonds
Lucan
Glenkerrin 

Homes

Part of the development has been completed 

and is substantially occupied and a bond is in 

place. An extension of duration has been 

granted for the rest of the development which is

currently fenced from the completed part of the

development. On appointment of a receiver the

Council reviewed the site and outlined initial 

requirements for a taking in charge process but 

no request was made.

50
Tullyhall (Phase 3) Mews
Lucan
Eleveden 

Properties Ltd

Permission is for approximately 50 units 

following An Bord Pleanala decision. Less 

than 15 units built and some occupied. 

Works have ceased on this site at present 

however the remaining site is secured. An 

extension of duration for the permission has 

been granted to August 2016.

Recently reported issues with drainage have 

been repaired and issues with public lighting 

have been referred to the Councils Public 

Lighting section for resolution. The Developer 

has made an application to the ESB for 

connection to permanently resolve issues with 

public lighting.
 of Houses
Estate
Location
Developer

Works Outstanding
N
PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT OPEN SPACE NOT COMPLETED

107
Esker Manor
Lucan
Brian M. 

Durkan Ltd

Mixed residential development. Management 

agreement submitted.  Partially private.  

Public services completed to standard with 

exception of play area which is not provided 

and bond has been retained. Planning Dept 

issued claim on the bond equiring response 

from surety by Jan 28 2013. Response was 

received and the Council have outlined options

 for meeting requirements of the permission. 

The developer is currently engaged with Parks 

staff on a solution.

30
Fforster Square
Tierra Ltd

30 Apartments commenced June 2006. 

Developer handed control to Mgmt Comp in 

2011. Developer seeking release from bond and

 the taking in charge of 200m of road at 

Fforster Crescent. Of the 220m of road offered 

for taking in charge there is an outstanding 

road core test which must  be done in order to 

progress the taking in charge process. Play 

facilities are also required and  the Parks 

department are in discussions re same. The 

Parks Department are also in discussions re  

the replacement of trees.

The report was NOTED.

L/348/13 PLANNING FILES

HEADED ITEM (13): Planning Department  

Item ID: 36114 

A. Large Applications  (No business requested)

B. Files Requested  (No business requested)

L/349/13 NEW WORKS 
HEADED ITEM (14): Planning Department  

Item ID: 36115 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/350/13 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (5): Planning Department 

 Item ID: 36116 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/351/13 CATHAOIRLEACH'S BUSINESS 
MOTION (14): Planning Department  



Item ID: 36180 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

Development

L/352/13 QUESTIONS

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/353/13 NEW WORKS
HEADED ITEM (15): Development



  Item ID: 36119 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/354/13 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (6): Development


  Item ID: 36120 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/355/13 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS 
MOTION (16): Development  




Item ID: 36121 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

Libraries
L/356/13 QUESTIONS

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/357/13 LIBRARY NEWS & EVENTS 

HEADED ITEM (16): Libraries  




Item ID: 36122 

Ms. G. Byrne, County Librarian, presented the following report:

Library News and Events
Following contributions from Councillor G. O’Connell, E. Higgins and E. Tuffy, Ms Byrne, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

L/358/13 NEW WORKS  
HEADED ITEM (17): Libraries  




Item ID: 36123 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/359/13 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (7): Libraries  



Item ID: 36124 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/360/13 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS 
MOTION (17): Libraries  





Item ID: 36125 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/361/13 LIBRARY FACILITIES IN PALMERSTON  
MOTION (18):





  

Item ID: 36147 

It was proposed by Councillor E. Higgins, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:-
"That the Manager provide an update on proposals for developing further library facilities in Palmerston."

The following report by the Manager was READ:
“South Dublin with a population of over 265,000 people has one of the lowest numbers of branch libraries in Ireland. A key objective of the Library Development Plan 2012-2016 is to address this infrastructural deficit and to deliver new library buildings into communities where they will have the most significant impact as catalysts for change. This objective is however more than ever dependant on the availability of the necessary resources. 

The Library service continues to search for funding streams for the Digital Hub project for the community of Palmerston and to investigate any possibilities which may present themselves. In the current economic climate and with the National Capital Fund for Libraries currently uncertain the identification of resources is problematic. 

A new National Strategy for Irish Libraries which will cover the years 2013-2017 is currently being written by the LGMA and will be presented to the Minister in June. It is envisaged that the document will stress the need for continued Government strategic direction and financial support for the Library Buildings Investment Programme which has currently stalled. No new capital programme announcement is envisaged until autumn 2013. The County Librarian however will continue to work with the Libraries Unit in the LGMA in order to keep the profile of South Dublin to the fore.

Services to the communities of Palmerston continue to be developed by the Library Service including four mobile library stops at Kennelsfort Road, Woodfarm Drive, Old Lucan Road and Glenmaroon as well as six others in the Lucan area. St Lorcan’s Boys NS is also visited monthly by the Mobile Library service with class registration and classroom libraries being delivered. Literacy projects have also been ongoing throughout 2012 and 2013 with PobailScoil Isolde and St Brigid’s NS in Palmerston. Library staff will attend the Palmerston Community Centre Open Weekend in June to market the services of Stewart’s Library and our online resources and services to schools.

Staff from Stewart’s Library and from Lucan Library are also working with the team in the Community and Youth Centre to raise the profile of both libraries to the local community and a number of new initiatives are planned for autumn 2013 including: 

· A book stock selection with both children and adults titles will be set up in the café area of the community centre, including information on library services: library staff will provide materials and replenish collection every 6/8 weeks with community centre staff managing the collection on a daily basis. Customers will be able to browse collection and borrow books in an informal way. 

· Programming of school events in the Centre for the autumn to include events during the Children’s Book Festival and/or Teen Festival 

· A Book Club will be established in the Centre in the autumn, with support from staff from Lucan and Stewart’s Library.”

Following a contribution from Councillor E. Higgins, Ms G. Byrne, County Librarian, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED. 

Corporate
L/362/13 QUESTIONS

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/363/13 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (18): Corporate Services Department  
Item ID: 36126 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/364/13 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (8): Corporate Services Dept  
Item ID: 36135 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/365/13 CATHAOIRLEACH'S BUSINESS ADDITIONAL LOCAL POST OFFICE IN THE LUCAN /CLONDALKIN AREA
MOTION (19):







  Item ID: 36165 

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:-
"That this Committee notes the stated intention of An Post to provide an additional local Post Office in "the Lucan /Clondalkin" area, affirms its view that an additional Office should be located to serve residential areas in Lucan which are a considerable distance from the existing Offices in Lucan Village and the Dodsborough Road, and requests the Manager to write to An Post seeking information on the current status of the new Post Office project, and the criteria to inform a decision on the location of the additional Post Office."

The following report by the Manager was READ:
“If the Motion is approved a letter will issue to An Post and when a response is received the Committee will be notified accordingly.”

The motion was APPROVED.
L/366/13 FIVE YEAR SCHOOL BUILDING PROGRAMME 
MOTION (20): Councillor W. Lavelle



  Item ID: 36139 

The following motion in the name of Councillor W. Lavelle was NOT MOVED.

"That this Area Committee commends the Minister for Education and Skills for the progress to date in commencing developments planned under his Departments' five year school building programme. However, this Committee further expresses its concerns over the continuing omission from this programme of five well-established Catholic-patronage schools in the Lucan area; and therefore calls on the Department of Education and Skills to: 

Conduct an audit of the cost-effectiveness and suitability of maintaining pre-fabs on site at Archbishop Ryan JNS & SNS in Balgaddy and at St. Thomas NS & Scoil Áine Naofa at Esker; 

If, on foot of this audit, it is considered appropriate to replace the prefabs, then proceed to provide (through devolved grants if appropriate) the funding to develop extensions or additional shared standalone buildings to accommodate each school's additional requirements;   

In the case of St. Mary's Girls NS in Lucan Village, to request that the school's long-standing request for a refurbishment and an integrated extension to join-up the two separate buildings be reviewed and granted; and 

Finally; again requests that officials of the Department 'Planning & Building Unit' meet with members of this Committee to review school-planning policy in the Lucan area; and this meeting take place before the elected members of this Council would be asked to consider any land disposal to Department for school developments in the Lucan area. "

Housing

L/367/13 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Question numbers 15-17 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

L/368/13 FIRE SAFETY ISSUES AT FOXFORD COURT 
QUESTION (15): Councillor G. O'Connell 


 Item ID: 35901 

"To ask the Manager for an update on the fire safety issues at Foxford Court and to include the role of the Council to date and to make a general statement on the matter?"
REPLY:

Foxford Court consists of 52 housing units in three blocks. It was developed as an Affordable Housing Scheme in an agreement between South Dublin County Council and Newlyn Developments combining a site in the Council's ownership with a site acquired by Newlyn with an existing planning permission.

In relation to Building Control (i.e. the actual physical construction of a structure and the quality of the build) this is regulated through a self certification process, in which the Local Authority has no direct involvement. This is carried out under the Building Control Acts 1990 and 2007. In relation to Fire Safety within developments, the Chief Fire Officer of Dublin City Council on behalf of South Dublin County Council oversees compliance with fire safety standards; i.e. certification that the building was constructed in compliance with the Fire Safety Certificates which were submitted and approved prior to construction as being in compliance with Part B of the Building Regulations. To clarify, Fire Safety is dealt with under a separate code and legislation to that of Planning.

Eligible applicants purchased the properties by private sale having fulfilled the criteria for eligibility under the Affordable Housing Scheme. Opinions of Compliance in relation to Planning and Building Control, were provided by the developers and their agents in title deeds accompanying the sale by South Dublin County Council of the dwellings at Foxford Court. South Dublin County Council transferred the Freehold Title to Foxford Court Management Company Limited on 1st June 2006 and accordingly the Management Company is now the registered owner.

In an initial response to fire-safety concerns raised by residents, South Dublin County Council advised that the Management Company contact the Developer in relation to the identification and remediation of defects and deal with the Chief Fire Officer to agree a strategy to address the issue. The Chief Fire Officer was asked to advise on risk assessment and mitigation measures. As the owner of three apartments, South Dublin County Council also committed to meeting with the Developer.

Since then the following steps have been taken – 

· Surveys have taken place on an additional 5 dwellings in the scheme by Pro-Fire, Fire Safety Consultants employed by the Foxford Court Management Company. This, with the initial survey of 2 dwellings carried out by OHSS and the survey of the 3 Council-owned dwellings by South Dublin County Council Architects Department, brings the total number of dwellings evaluated to 10 in all. 

· A meeting has been held with Directors of the Management Company and the Management Agent, Falcondale Ltd (including South Dublin County Council as owner of 3 dwellings) and the Directors have agreed to update all tenants on issues discussed and agreed. 

· A meeting has been held between the Developer and the Council at which the Developer expressed himself open to evaluating the problem and seeking a solution in partnership with the owners. 

· The site was visited and evaluated by a Fire Safety Officer from Dublin City Council Fire Brigade who confirmed he does not require evacuation of any dwellings subject to early advancement of the remedial works. 

· Maintained contact with the Developer and his agents in terms of an inspection of the units 

· Overall it has been agreed between the parties involved that – 

1. A remedial strategy be identified by Pro-Fire for each of the apartment types in the scheme – i.e. apartment (Block C), ground floor apartment (Blocks A & B), 2-storey duplex (Blocks A & B) 

2. This strategy will be forwarded to the Fire Safety Section of Dublin City Council for earliest agreement. 

3. Costs for the remediation work will be established. These calculations will commence immediately and the likely cost be finalised within the next few weeks. Funding sources will be examined and hopefully agreed when this stage is completed. 

4. Individual surveys of each dwelling will be carried out before the works are begun. Each dwelling will require some level of remediation and the co-operation of owners and tenants will be required. The works will be supervised and signed off by the fire Safety Consultant employed directly by, and acting solely on behalf of, the Management Company.

We understand from the Developer that the inspections as agreed are completed and have forwarded the inspection report to Pro-Fire for their input prior to the developer drawing up the tender specifications. The Council will continue to pursue the matter with the Developer.

L/369/13 REMEDIAL WORKS IN FOXFORD COURT, LUCAN
QUESTION (16): Councillor E. Tuffy  



Item ID: 36148 

"To ask the Manager for an updated report on the remedial works being carried out to achieve compliance with Fire Regulations in the homes of owners and tenants in Foxford Court, Lucan?"
REPLY:
Foxford Court consists of 52 housing units in three blocks. It was developed as an Affordable Housing Scheme in an agreement between South Dublin County Council and Newlyn Developments combining a site in the Council's ownership with a site acquired by Newlyn with an existing planning permission.

In relation to Building Control (i.e. the actual physical construction of a structure and the quality of the build) this is regulated through a self certification process, in which the Local Authority has no direct involvement. This is carried out under the Building Control Acts 1990 and 2007. In relation to Fire Safety within developments, the Chief Fire Officer of Dublin City Council on behalf of South Dublin County Council oversees compliance with fire safety standards; i.e. certification that the building was constructed in compliance with the Fire Safety Certificates which were submitted and approved prior to construction as being in compliance with Part B of the Building Regulations. To clarify, Fire Safety is dealt with under a separate code and legislation to that of Planning.

Eligible applicants purchased the properties by private sale having fulfilled the criteria for eligibility under the Affordable Housing Scheme. Opinions of Compliance in relation to Planning and Building Control, were provided by the developers and their agents in title deeds accompanying the sale by South Dublin County Council of the dwellings at Foxford Court. South Dublin County Council transferred the Freehold Title to Foxford Court Management Company Limited on 1st June 2006 and accordingly the Management Company is now the registered owner.

In an initial response to fire-safety concerns raised by residents, South Dublin County Council advised that the Management Company contact the Developer in relation to the identification and remediation of defects and deal with the Chief Fire Officer to agree a strategy to address the issue. The Chief Fire Officer was asked to advise on risk assessment and mitigation measures. As the owner of three apartments, South Dublin County Council also committed to meeting with the Developer.

Since then the following steps have been taken – 

· Surveys have taken place on an additional 5 dwellings in the scheme by Pro-Fire, Fire Safety Consultants employed by the Foxford Court Management Company. This, with the initial survey of 2 dwellings carried out by OHSS and the survey of the 3 Council-owned dwellings by South Dublin County Council Architects Department, brings the total number of dwellings evaluated to 10 in all. 

· A meeting has been held with Directors of the Management Company and the Management Agent, Falcondale Ltd (including South Dublin County Council as owner of 3 dwellings) and the Directors have agreed to update all tenants on issues discussed and agreed. 

· A meeting has been held between the Developer and the Council at which the Developer expressed himself open to evaluating the problem and seeking a solution in partnership with the owners. 

· The site was visited and evaluated by a Fire Safety Officer from Dublin City Council Fire Brigade who confirmed he does not require evacuation of any dwellings subject to early advancement of the remedial works. 

· Maintained contact with the Developer and his agents in terms of an inspection of the units 

· Overall it has been agreed between the parties involved that – 

1. A remedial strategy be identified by Pro-Fire for each of the apartment types in the scheme – i.e. apartment (Block C), ground floor apartment (Blocks A & B), 2-storey duplex (Blocks A & B) 

2. This strategy will be forwarded to the Fire Safety Section of Dublin City Council for earliest agreement. 

3. Costs for the remediation work will be established. These calculations will commence immediately and the likely cost be finalised within the next few weeks. Funding sources will be examined and hopefully agreed when this stage is completed. 

4. Individual surveys of each dwelling will be carried out before the works are begun. Each dwelling will require some level of remediation and the co-operation of owners and tenants will be required. The works will be supervised and signed off by the fire Safety Consultant employed directly by, and acting solely on behalf of, the Management Company.

We understand from the Developer that the inspections as agreed are completed and have forwarded the inspection report to Pro-Fire for their input prior to the developer drawing up the tender specifications. The Council will continue to pursue the matter with the Developer.

L/370/13 HOUSE PURCHASE 
QUESTION (17): Councillor E. Tuffy  



Item ID: 36154 

"To ask the Manager if a tenant in good standing of one of the Council's houses in Lucan can apply at this time to purchase her house; and if the Manager can advise on any expected changes in Government regulations in respect of the purchase of their homes by Local Authority Houses and Apartments?" 
REPLY:

There is currently no Tenant Purchase Scheme in place. 

The 1995 Tenant Purchase Scheme expired on the 31st December 2012. 

Applications received under the 2011 Fixed Term Tenant Purchase Scheme (applications accepted up to 31/12/2011) are still being processed. All sales under this scheme were initially due to be completed on / before 31/12/2012. However the Department of Environment Community & Local Government advised local authorities in late 2012 of an extension for completion of sales date to 30/6/2013. 
It is understood that the DOECLG intends to introduce legislation to underpin a new scheme for the sale of existing local authority houses to tenants on incremental purchase principles. 

The new scheme will be a discount scheme based on household income that enables the State to share in the profits from resale during the 20 to 30 year period for which the house is subject to an incremental purchase charge. 

The proposed scheme will mean that tenants will have the option of buying the house they currently occupy under the incremental purchase model.
L/371/13 QUARTERLY ANTI-SOCIAL STATISTICS 1ST QUARTER 2013
HEADED ITEM (19): Housing Department  


Item ID: 35996 

Ms. Patricia Doherty, Administrative Officer, presented the following report:-
“STATISITICAL ANALYSIS OF ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR IN THE LUCAN AREA 

The table below provides statistical analysis of anti social activity in the Lucan area on a quarterly basis. In the 1st quarter of 2013, a total of 106 incidents of anti social behaviour was recorded and 489 actions were taken. In the 1st quarter of 2013 there were 949 working files countywide.

	Incidents
	1st Qtr 2013

	Priority 1
	

	Drugs Activity reported to SDCC
	3

	Criminal Activity reported to SDCC
	3

	Joyriding reported to SDCC
	3

	Violence/intimidation/ harassment reported to SDCC
	18

	
	

	Priority 2
	

	Squatters/illegal occupiers reported to SDCC
	4

	Vandalism reported to SDCC
	18

	Physical condition of property reported to SDCC
	28

	Physical condition of Garden reported to SDCC
	2

	Racism reported to SDCC
	0

	Vacant House reported to SDCC
	8

	Neighbour Dispute reported to SDCC
	2

	
	

	Priority 3
	

	Noise/disturbance reported to SDCC
	9

	Pets/animal nuisance reported to SDCC
	6

	Children Nuisance reported to SDCC
	2

	Total Incidents reported to SDCC
	106

	
	

	Total Complaints reported to SDCC
	103

	
	

	Total Actions taken by Allocations Support Unit Staff Main actions listed below
	489

	Housecalls / Inspections
	202

	Notice to Quit served
	1

	Abandonment notice served
	0

	Warnings issued
	5

	Interviews held (formal office and by telephone)
	134

	
	


A total of 28 callers attended the Ronanstown Clinic, with a total of 4 callers attending the Clondalkin Civic Offices Clinic for the first quarter in 2013.”
The report was NOTED.

L/372/13 NEW WORKS 
HEADED ITEM (20): Housing Department  


Item ID: 36128 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/373/13 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (9): Housing Department  

Item ID: 36129 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/374/13 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS 
MOTION (21): Housing Department  



Item ID: 36130 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

Community

L/375/13 QUESTIONS

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/376/13 APPLICATION FOR GRANTS

HEADED ITEM (21): Community Services  


Item ID: 36131 

Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer, presented the following report:- 
Application for Arts Contribution
An Application for an Arts Contribution under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this contribution, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received 
	Amount

	Agf786
	Archbishop Ryan SNS
	Towards art workshops and an Exhibition
	18/4/2013
	€750


It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor E. Higgins and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grant as recommended in the foregoing report.”

L/377/13 NEW WORKS
HEADED ITEM (22): Community Services 


 Item ID: 36132 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/378/13 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (10): Community Services  

Item ID: 36133 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/379/13 CATHAOIRLEACH'S BUSINESS – COMMUNITY FACILITIES IN PALMERSTON
MOTION (22):







  Item ID: 36156 

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:-
"That the Manager would present for discussion at the meeting a Report on the actions of the Council, including allocation of finance, carrying out of work, etc. to the realization and ongoing operation of Community Facilities in Palmerston, including the Community and Youth Centre,  the Dual Purpose Sports Hall at Pobalscoil Iosoilde, other facilities such as Library Services, the improvements to Waterstown Park, and any other public facilities, in the period since 2005, and if a figure, even approximate, can be provided for direct financial expenditure in support of such facilities."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The Council has worked very closely over the last four years with Palmerston Community Council to try and bring the community facility adjacent to the Supervalu site to a point where it could be handed over to the Community Council. The facility itself was to be transferred to the Council as part of an application for planning permission for a three storey building beside Supervalu. The planning application proposed that the Council use the top floor as a community facility. The building which was presented to the Council was essentially a shell and was not complete in any sense of the word. The Council was asked to complete the construction element of the project but refused to do so in the circumstances.

In the meanwhile, the facility has been substantially completed by the developer in conjunction with the committee established by the Community Council and the SDCC has made contributions both towards the fit-out of the facility and towards the employment of a Manager. However, it is understood that the facility has not yet been transferred to the SDCC. In the meanwhile, SDCC is due to meet with Palmerston Community Council once a date and time can be agreed.

Services to the communities of Palmerston continue to be developed by the Library Service including four mobile library stops at Kennelsfort Road, Woodfarm Drive, Old Lucan Road and Glenmaroon as well as six others in the Lucan area. St Lorcan's Boys NS is also visited by the Mobile Library service with class registration and classroom libraries being delivered. The public library in the grounds of Stewart's Hospital is resourced by South Dublin Libraries and operates from Monday to Friday each week. New leased lines and ICT services for the library were delivered in 2012 and the acquisition of new stock is funded by the Libraries Department. A marketing drive in the local area with information leaflets being delivered to each house took place in 2012 and new finger directional signs were put in place directing people to the library in early 2013. Workshops on a range of topics from local heritage to stress management are delivered from this library throughout the year and funded by Libraries. Literacy projects have also been ongoing throughout 2012 and 2013 with PobailScoil Isoilde and St Brigid's NS in Palmerston. Library staff will attend the Palmerston Community Centre Open Weekend in June to market the services of Stewart's Library and our online resources and services to schools. Staff from Stewart's Library and from Lucan Library are also working with the team in the Community and Youth Centre to raise the profile of both libraries to the local community and a number of new initiatives are planned for autumn 2013 including a book stock selection with both children and adults titles will be set up in the café area of the community centre, including information on library services: library staff will provide materials and replenish collection every 6/8 weeks with community centre staff managing the collection on a daily basis. Customers will be able to browse collection and borrow books in an informal way. Library staff will also be engaged in programming of school events in the Centre for the autumn to include events during the Children's Book Festival and/or Teen Festival and a Book Club will be established in the Centre in the autumn, with support from staff from Lucan and Stewart's Library. Indicative costs for this work since 2005 amount to €500,000.

In relation to Waterstown Park, the following improvements have been carried out between 2005 and 2013.

Completion of the main pedestrian footpath system.

Provision of 2km of dedicated cycle track.

Provision of public car park with lighting and CCTV.

Provision of anti-slip surface to entrance paths

Provision of low stone wall to park boundary at Riversdale Estate.

The cost of these works over an eight year period was approximately €650,000.” 

Following contributions from Councillors E. Tuffy and G. O’Connell, Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

L/380/13 LUCAN COMMUNITY INITIATIVE AND THE FUTURE OF THE LUCAN SPORTS AND LEISURE CENTRE 
MOTION (23):Councillor W. Lavelle


  
Item ID: 36034 

The following motion in the name of Councillor W. Lavelle was NOT MOVED.

"That this Committee requests the Manager to present a detailed report, for discussion, on both the Lucan Community Initiative and the future of the Lucan Sports and Leisure Centre."
The meeting concluded at 5.25pm.
Siniú  ________________              Dáta ________________

      An Cathaoirleach  
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