COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 13th May 2013


PRESENT

	Councillors
	Councillors

	Bond, C.
	Kearns, P.

	Bonner, B.
	Kenny, G.

	Brophy, C.
	King, C.

	Coburn, E.
	Lahart, J.

	Corr, M.
	Lavelle, W.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lawlor, B.

	Delaney, T. 
	Looney, D.

	Dermody, A-M.
	McDonagh, M.

	Devine, M
	O’Connell, G.

	Gilligan, T.
	Ridge, T.

	Hannon, J.
	Tuffy, E.

	Higgins, E.
	Walsh, E.

	Jones, C.
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	P. Poole 

	Directors / Heads of Function


	C. Henehan, P. Murphy, B. Coman, 

F. Nevin, J. Quinlivan

	Senior Executive Officers
	 M. Maguire, Y. Dervan,  H. Hogan,

L. Leonard, M. Ni Dhomhnaill

	Senior Engineer
	T. O’Grady

	Planners
	P. Hogan, C. Ryan, A. Hyland, 

M.T. McCoy, A. McNamara

	Administrative Officers
	T. O’Neill, E. Leech, P. Fogarty, 

T. Curtin

	A/ Staff Officer 
	B. Gorman

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne

	I.T.
	S. Hunt


An apology for inability to attend was received from Councillor M. Duff.

The Mayor, Councillor C. King, presided.
H1/0513
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 8th April 2013 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart.
H2a)/0413
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE - 9th APRIL 2013 - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY (2 REPORTS - COMMUNITY GRANTS - (i) FEB., (ii) APRIL), HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES 

(i)  February Community Grants
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received 
	Amount

	GF2141
	Ballyroan Youth & Community Centre
	Employment Grant for New or Existing Community Centre
	06/12/12
	€20,000


It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn and RESOLVED:
"That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grant as recommended in the foregoing report." 

It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave and  RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the reports of the Rathfarnham Area Committee - 12th February 2013 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(ii)  April Community Grants  
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Report on Summer Projects 2013

Summer Projects are aimed at providing a supervised programme of recreational and educational activities for young people over a consecutive number of weeks in the summer period. Emphasis is placed on community involvement and the development of resources and groups within localities. A wide range of activities are encouraged such as arts & crafts, sports, educational trips, drama, films, games etc. The use of available community facilities (schools, community centres, halls, open spaces) is also encouraged.

South Dublin County Council assists Summer Projects in the County area by way of grant-aid, assistance in kind, organised activities and staff support. In 2013 it is estimated that approximately 6,000 young people in the Council’s administrative area will participate in projects.

Catholic Youth Care provides insurance cover for Summer Projects. 

It should be noted that in some cases the necessary insurance cost will be deducted from the grant provided by South Dublin County Council and will be paid directly to Catholic Youth Care.
	Name of Project
	Duration of Project
	Grant Amount

	Holy Spirit Summer Project
	2 Weeks
	€1,000 

	Whitechurch Ballyboden Summer Project
	4 Weeks
	€2,000

	St. Jude’s Summer Project
	4 Weeks
	€2,000

	St. Pius Summer Project
	2 Weeks
	€1,000 


Application for Arts Grants

Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:- 

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received 
	Amount

	Agf779
	Monica Loughman Ballet
	Subsidy for a National Dance Festival in the Victory Centre
	21/2/2013
	€1,000


It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave and RESOLVED:
"That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the foregoing report."

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave and  RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the reports of the Rathfarnham Area Committee - 9th April 2013 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

H2b)/0413
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - CLONDALKIN AREA CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE - 17th APRIL 2013 - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS &  WATER SERVICES
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“REPORT ON SUMMER PROJECTS 2013

Summer Projects are aimed at providing a supervised programme of recreational and educational activities for young people over a consecutive number of weeks in the summer period. Emphasis is placed on community involvement and the development of resources and groups within localities. A wide range of activities are encouraged such as arts & crafts, sports, educational trips, drama, films, games etc. The use of available community facilities (schools, community centres, halls, open spaces) is also encouraged.

South Dublin County Council assists Summer Projects in the County area by way of grant-aid, assistance in kind, organised activities and staff support. In 2013 it is estimated that approximately 6,000 young people in the Council’s administrative area will participate in projects.

County Dublin V.E.C has agreed to continue their financial support to Summer Projects for the year 2013. These grants will be complementary to the above resulting in co-ordination between the two authorities, ensuring there is added value from this approach. 

Catholic Youth Care provides insurance cover for Summer Projects.  

It should be noted that in some cases the necessary insurance cost will be deducted from the grant provided by South Dublin County Council and will be paid directly to Catholic Youth Care.

	Name of Project
	Duration of Project
	Grant Amount

	Rowlagh/ Neilstown Summer Project 
	2 Weeks
	€1,000

	Clondalkin Youth Service Village Project
	3 Weeks
	€1,500

	Sruleen Summer Project
	3 Weeks
	€1,500

	Knockmitten Summer Project
	3 Weeks
	€1,500

	Bawnogue Summer Project
	3 Weeks
	€1,500

	St. Ronan’s/ Deansrath Summer Project
	3 Weeks
	€1,500

	Bawnogue Youth & Community Centre Summer Festival
	2 Weeks
	€1,000

	Clondalkin Travellers Development Group
	2 Weeks
	€1,000

	Quarryvale Summer Project
	2 Weeks
	€1,000


Application for Arts Grants
Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	Agf778
	St Mary’s SNS
	Towards the cost of music workshops
	7/2/2013
	€500


It was proposed by Councillor M. McDonagh and seconded by Councillor B. Bonner

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the forgoing report.”
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan and  RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the reports of the Clondalkin Area Committee - 17th April 2013 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2c)/0513
LUCAN AREA COMMITTEE - 23rd APRIL 2013  - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS),, HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Report on Summer Projects 2013

Summer Projects are aimed at providing a supervised programme of recreational and educational activities for young people over a consecutive number of weeks in the summer period. Emphasis is placed on community involvement and the development of resources and groups within localities. A wide range of activities are encouraged such as arts & crafts, sports, educational trips, drama, films, games etc. The use of available community facilities (schools, community centres, halls, open spaces) is also encouraged.

South Dublin County Council assists Summer Projects in the County area by way of grant-aid, assistance in kind, organised activities and staff support. In 2013 it is estimated that approximately 6,000 young people in the Council’s administrative area will participate in projects.

County Dublin V.E.C has agreed to continue their financial support to Summer Projects for the year 2013. These grants will be complementary to the above resulting in co-ordination between the two authorities, ensuring there is added value from this approach. 

Catholic Youth Care provides insurance cover for Summer Projects.  

It should be noted that in some cases the necessary insurance cost will be deducted from the grant provided by South Dublin County Council and will be paid directly to Catholic Youth Care.
Name of Project:                    Duration of Project                 Grant Amount

Lucan Youth Fun                        2 Weeks                                   €1,000         

Balgaddy Summer Project           2 Weeks                                    €1,000

Adamstown Summer Project        2 Weeks                                   €1,000

Griffeen Summer Project             5 Weeks                                   €2,000

Griffeen CDG Summer Project      2 Weeks                                   €1,000

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O'Connell and RESOLVED:
"That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the foregoing report." 

“Application for Grants 

Report on Summer Projects 2013

Summer Projects are aimed at providing a supervised programme of recreational and educational activities for young people over a consecutive number of weeks in the summer period. Emphasis is placed on community involvement and the development of resources and groups within localities. A wide range of activities are encouraged such as arts & crafts, sports, educational trips, drama, films, games etc. The use of available community facilities (schools, community centres, halls, open spaces) is also encouraged.

South Dublin County Council assists Summer Projects in the County area by way of grant-aid, assistance in kind, organised activities and staff support. In 2013 it is estimated that approximately 6,000 young people in the Council’s administrative area will participate in projects.

County Dublin V.E.C has agreed to continue their financial support to Summer Projects for the year 2013. These grants will be complementary to the above resulting in co-ordination between the two authorities, ensuring there is added value from this approach. 

Catholic Youth Care provides insurance cover for Summer Projects.  

It should be noted that in some cases the necessary insurance cost will be deducted from the grant provided by South Dublin County Council and will be paid directly to Catholic Youth Care.
Name of Project:                    Duration of Project                 Grant Amount

Lucan Youth Fun                        2 Weeks                                  €1,000         

Balgaddy Summer Project           2 Weeks                                  €1,000

Adamstown Summer Project        2 Weeks                                  €1,000

Griffeen Summer Project             5 Weeks                                  €2,000

Griffeen CDG Summer Project      2 Weeks                                  €1,000

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O'Connell and RESOLVED:
"That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the foregoing report”.”
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy and  RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the reports of the Lucan Area Committee - 23rd April 2013 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2d)/0513 JOINT TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) & TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 29th APRIL 2013  - DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), HOUSING, ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for Grants
Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	SP22 2013
	Glenasmole Summer Project
	Community Activity Grant
	25/03/13
	€500

	SP23 2013
	Sophia Housing Association
	Community Activity Grant
	25/03/13
	€500

	GF 2158
	Golden Cobra Boxing Club
	Minor Equipment Grant
	26/03/13
	€800

	GF 2152
	Black Panther Kickboxing Club
	Major Equipment Grant
	13/03/13
	€3,000


It was proposed by Councillor C. King and seconded by Councillor M. Duff and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report.”

Report on Summer Projects 2013
Summer Projects are aimed at providing a supervised programme of recreational and educational activities for young people over a consecutive number of weeks in the summer period. Emphasis is placed on community involvement and the development of resources and groups within localities. A wide range of activities are encouraged such as arts & crafts, sports, educational trips, drama, films, games etc. The use of available community facilities (schools, community centres, halls, open spaces) is also encouraged.

South Dublin County Council assists Summer Projects in the County area by way of grant-aid, assistance in kind, organised activities and staff support. In 2013 it is estimated that approximately 6,000 young people in the Council’s administrative area will participate in projects.

Catholic Youth Care provides insurance cover for Summer Projects.  

It should be noted that in some cases the necessary insurance cost will be deducted from the grant provided by South Dublin County Council and will be paid directly to Catholic Youth Care.
Name of Project:                               Duration of Project                 Grant Amount

Fettercairn Summer Project                 3 Weeks                                €1,500

Tallaght Travellers S. Project               4 Weeks                                €2,000

Citywise Education                              5 Weeks                               €2,000

St. Kevin’s Family Resource Centre       3 Weeks                                €1,500

Killinarden Community Council 
      4 Weeks                                €2,000 

    Summer Project   
Kilnamanagh Summer Festival             3 Weeks                                 €1,500

6-12 Project                                      3 Weeks                                 €1,500

Dominic’s Community Centre               4 Weeks                                €2,000

Bohernabreena Ballycragh                  4 Weeks                                 €2,000
   Summer Project   

It was proposed by Councillor C. King and seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report.”

“Application for Arts Contribution
An Application for an Arts Contribution under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this contribution, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date
Received  
	Amount

	 
	L’Atelier Art
 Workshop
	Towards mentoring 
programme for artists 
working with disabled
	14/3/2013
	€800

	 
	Curious 
Broadcast
	Facilitating multidisciplinary
collaboration workshops
	14/3/2013
	€1000


It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff and seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report.”

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor D. Looney and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the reports of the Joint Tallaght Area Committee (1) & Tallaght Area Committee (2) - 29th April 2013 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

H3/0513
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE & FINANCE COMMITTEE
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H4/0513
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H5/0513
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES   

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and RESOLVED:
“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions numbered Q1 – Q22 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
Q1/0513
HOUSING TRANSFER LIST 

QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine

That the Manager report on the number of units within the County that are under accommodated-time spent on the Transfer list given the volume of overcrowding awaiting Transfer?

REPLY:
There are currently 244 applicants on the Council's Transfer list that are over accommodated in their current dwelling and of these 2 are currently suspended for refusal of two offers of accommodation.  There are 177 applicants on the list of overcrowding grounds - 6 are currently on offer of transfer - 5 are suspended for refusal of two offers of accommodation.  

The average time on list for such applicants is four years.  

Transfers from 01/01/2013 to date:- 

4 refusals of offer have been received  -  7 transfers have been facilitated for overcrowded applicants and 1 for over accommodated applicants.

Transfers for 2012:-

44 refusals of offer were received  -  36 transfers were facilitated for overcrowded applicants and 8 for over accommodated applicants.

The Council promotes the Mutual Transfer register for transfer applicants (other than certain priority cases). This register is available at the Council's Customer Care Counter and includes information regarding family size of application i.e. current dwelling three bedroom eligible to 'swap' to two bedroom dwelling.

Q2/0513
COUNTERFEIT PRODUCTS
QUESTION: Councillor M. Duff

To ask the Manager to make a report regarding the powers, if any, held by this Authority, in respect of actions or sanctions that can be imposed on Retailers who are found in possession of illegal products, such as smuggled cigarettes, counterfeit consumer goods (knock-offs) etc. for sale in this County?
REPLY:
South Dublin County Council has no authority in respect of illegal/smuggled products or counterfeit goods.  Powers in this area lie with An Garda Siochana and with the Revenue Commissioners, Customs & Excise unit.

Q3/0513      THE GATHERING AND FLAGS
QUESTION: Councillor M. Duff

To ask the Manager to indicate if there are any plans in place to erect flags on the public lighting poles, on the N81, from Templeogue Village to Kingswood Village, to celebrate The Gathering, as happened for the Tour de France stage, when it passed through the County Town in 1998?

REPLY:
When the Tour de France passed through Tallaght in 1998, it was a one-day event whereas the Gathering 2013 consists of a series of very different events around the County across the calendar year.

There will be bunting at many of the events along with other Gathering promotional material and marketing signage. Some of the events will be held indoors while others will be held outdoors, so there will be different circumstances in each case.

In addition to the traditional marketing tools and techniques such as flyers, radio, tv and newspaper coverage, social media tools will be used to inform the general public of the events happening mainly close to the events, and to promote them so as to maximise participation and attendance.

All about The Gathering 2013 in South Dublin can be accessed through the website:

http://www.thegatheringdublin.com/
Q4/0513      PERSONAL INJURY CLAIMS
QUESTION: Councillor T. Gilligan

To ask the Manager how many personal injury claims have been made to the Council broken down between 2009-2013 and how much compensation has been paid out 2009-2013?   How much has been paid out to the public and how many claims from the public, again 2009-2013?
REPLY:
The following are the statistics requested in respect of Public Liability and Employer Liability for the period 2009 - 2013 (to date). It should be noted that, in the majority of cases, the cases settled related to claims submitted in previous years.

	 
	Year
	No. of Claims Received
	No of Cases where compensation was paid  
	Compensation Paid

	Public Liability
	2009
	182
	86
	€1,259,327.12

	 
	2010
	181
	51
	€1,094,400.34

	 
	2011
	203
	70
	€522,965.12

	 
	2012
	185
	66
	€1,109,386.81

	 
	2013
	43
	24
	€111,195.17

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Employer Liability
	2009
	7
	8
	€40,175.00

	 
	2010
	8
	11
	€18,690.00

	 
	2011
	6
	10
	€234,235.97

	 
	2012
	7
	5
	€129,696.67

	 
	2013
	2
	2
	€127,919.18


Q5/0513
CRIMINAL GANGS
QUESTION: Councillor T. Gilligan
To ask the Manager to outline what powers or authority the Council has to tackle the activity of criminal gangs involved in the smuggling of fuel, cigarettes and counterfeit goods, as set out in the Retail Ireland Report 'Tackling the Black Market and Retail Crime', which is costing the exchequer €861 million per annum?
REPLY:
South Dublin County Council has no authority in respect of illegal/smuggled fuel, cigarettes or counterfeit goods. Powers in this area lie with An Garda Síochana and with the Revenue Commissioners, Customs & Excise unit.

Q6/0513
RAS SCHEME

QUESTION: Councillor T. Gilligan
To ask the Manager to outline the number of landlords on the RAS scheme, or any other scheme, from 2009 - present?
REPLY:
Local Housing Authorities have been legally empowered to lease housing for social housing purposes since the Housing Act of 1966 was passed into law.

The Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) is an initiative to cater for the accommodation needs of certain persons in receipt of rent supplement, normally for more than 18 months and who are assessed as having a long-term housing need. One of the main features of the scheme is that local authorities in sourcing accommodation for these households make use of the private and voluntary sector.

The Social Housing Leasing Initiative facilitates the provision of suitable houses /  want long-term guaranteed income, but do not want to be responsible for the day-to-day requirements of managing tenants and maintaining a residential property.  

RAS Landlords: As at 30/4/13, a total of 851 landlords were contracted to the Council in respect of 1429 properties. 

Leasing Landlords: As at 30/4/13 a total of 142 landlords are in contract in respect of 182 properties.

Q7/0513
SEPTIC TANKS
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon

To ask the Manager for an update on septic tank inspections in the County?
REPLY:
EU and National Waste Policy have set the context of objectives and hierarchies for the development and implementation of Dublin Regional Waste Strategies and Plans since the mid nineties. The key policy objective throughout successive Government Policies has been the diversion of waste from landfill and the ultimate replacement of landfill with the higher order treatment processes. Irish Government Policy was refreshed and re-stated in 2012. In line with these policies, this facility will be a key piece of the national waste infrastructure in achieving Ireland's obligations under the Landfill Directive.

The project was first identified as necessary in the Dublin Regional Waste Management Strategy published in January 1998. In the interim period the project has been through procurement processes leading up to the signing of a Public Private Partnership Project Agreement in 2007. All of the required statutory procedures and obligations have been undertaken and completed including processes for Planning Authorisation, Energy Regulation, EPA Waste Regulation, Foreshore Licensing and Compulsory Land Acquisition. The project has also been scrutinised by an Authorised Officer appointed by the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and has been examined extensively by the EU Commission and Competition Authorities. Previous Reports presented to the Members set out in detail the history, context and funding arrangements for the project as well as the funding commitment of each of the local authorities.  The need for the facility remains clear in the overall context.

The Council has a clear financial and legal liability as a regional partner under the Dublin Regional Waste Management Plan and under the Project Agreement to cover its share of the costs associated with procurement, planning, contract and assembly of the site and an obligation to Dublin City Council to recoup the amounts incurred on this Council’s behalf as they arise. As with the costs of other waste infrastructure, such as the Arthurstown landfill and Ballymount Baling Station, the Dublin Authorities have agreed that the capital costs of waste infrastructure are to be recouped to the lead authority for each facility through an apportionment of costs in line with population. To date, this apportionment has been based on the 2006 Census figures and the apportionment is as follows - 

	Local Authority
	Population %

	Dublin City
	        42.64 

	Dun Laoghaire / Rathdown
	        16.34 

	Fingal County
	        20.22 

	South Dublin
	        20.80 

	Total
	    100.00 


Since the last report in May 2012, an additional €2,737,159  has been paid to Dublin City Council in relation to the project. There has been no change to the projected commitment of €20.8 million. 

It is anticipated that once the facility is operational, the entire outlay by the Local Authorities will be recovered and that the facility will ultimately provide an income stream for the Region. The City Council expects that the contactor will be in a position to proceed on site by mid summer.

Q8/0513      POOLBEG INCINERATOR
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon

To ask the Manager to provide this Council with a comprehensive report on the current position with regard to the proposed Poolbeg incinerator, and including details of costs incurred to date by SDCC on this project?

REPLY:
EU and National Waste Policy have set the context of objectives and hierarchies for the development and implementation of Dublin Regional Waste Strategies and Plans since the mid nineties. The key policy objective throughout successive Government Policies has been the diversion of waste from landfill and the ultimate replacement of landfill with the higher order treatment processes. Irish Government Policy was refreshed and re-stated in 2012. In line with these policies, this facility will be a key piece of the national waste infrastructure in achieving Ireland's obligations under the Landfill Directive.

The project was first identified as necessary in the Dublin Regional Waste Management Strategy published in January 1998. In the interim period the project has been through procurement processes leading up to the signing of a Public Private Partnership Project Agreement in 2007. All of the required statutory procedures and obligations have been undertaken and completed including processes for Planning Authorisation, Energy Regulation, EPA Waste Regulation, Foreshore Licensing and Compulsory Land Acquisition. The project has also been scrutinised by an Authorised Officer appointed by the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and has been examined extensively by the EU Commission and Competition Authorities. Previous Reports presented to the Members set out in detail the history, context and funding arrangements for the project as well as the funding commitment of each of the local authorities.  The need for the facility remains clear in the overall context.

The Council has a clear financial and legal liability as a regional partner under the Dublin Regional Waste Management Plan and under the Project Agreement to cover its share of the costs associated with procurement, planning, contract and assembly of the site and an obligation to Dublin City Council to recoup the amounts incurred on this Council’s behalf as they arise. As with the costs of other waste infrastructure, such as the Arthurstown landfill and Ballymount Baling Station, the Dublin Authorities have agreed that the capital costs of waste infrastructure are to be recouped to the lead authority for each facility through an apportionment of costs in line with population. To date, this apportionment has been based on the 2006 Census figures and the apportionment is as follows - 

	Local Authority
	Population %

	Dublin City
	        42.64 

	Dun Laoghaire / Rathdown
	        16.34 

	Fingal County
	        20.22 

	South Dublin
	        20.80 

	Total
	    100.00 


Since the last report in May 2012, an additional €2,737,159  has been paid to Dublin City Council in relation to the project. There has been no change to the projected commitment of €20.8 million. 

It is anticipated that once the facility is operational, the entire outlay by the Local Authorities will be recovered and that the facility will ultimately provide an income stream for the Region. The City Council expects that the contactor will be in a position to proceed on site by mid summer.

Q9/0513
UNEMPLOYMENT FIGURES 
QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart

To ask the Manager for the unemployment figures for the County broken down by area committee if possible and broken down by age cohort?
REPLY:
	Jobseeker Claimants in South Dublin County
	 

	Area
	27 Jan 2012
	25 Jan 2013
	%Change

	Tallaght
	11,940
	11,741
	-1.67%

	Clondalkin
	6,449
	6,334
	-1.78%

	Lucan
	3,644
	3,642
	-0.05%

	Rathfarnham/ Templeogue
	2,428
	2,561
	+5.5%

	Palmerston
	714
	708
	-0.84%

	Total
	25,175
	24,986
	-0.75%

	Claimants under 25 years    
	 
	
	

	Area
	Total 25 Jan 2013
	Under 25s                            25 Jan 2013
	% Under 25                    25 Jan 2013
	% under 25s              27 Jan 2012

	Tallaght
	11,741
	2268
	19.3%
	21%

	Clondalkin
	6,334
	1411
	22.3%
	23%

	Lucan
	3,642
	514
	14.1%
	14%

	Rathfarnham/ Templeogue
	2,561
	323
	12.6%
	14%

	Palmerston
	708
	128
	18.1%
	19%

	Total
	24,986
	4644
	18.6%
	20%


Q10/0513
SOUTH DUBLIN TOURISM
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to present a report on the current operations and work programme of South Dublin Tourism?
REPLY:
South Dublin County Tourism will hold its Annual General Meeting at the end of May 2013. Currently the company's Business Plan is under review and the final draft of the Plan will be brought before the Board Members at the AGM for their approval and / or amendment. 

The main work programme for the company in 2013 revolves around the Gathering 2013 events. The Gathering is a national tourism initiative by the government whereby Irish people living abroad, as well as people with Irish connections are encouraged to visit Ireland in 2013 to celebrate The Gathering 2013. The primary drive is to maximise the numbers of overseas visitors - visitors who would not have come here normally. The target set by Fáilte Ireland for the country is 300,000 incremental visitors.

South Dublin County Tourism has, through its members and the various sporting venues within its jurisdiction, arranged more than thirty different events. These events are listed on the website - www.thegatheringdublin.com -and include a wide range of sporting activities as well as business conferences with very substantial numbers of visitors anticipated. The sporting venues include Tallaght Stadium, the National Basketball Arena, the Baseball Diamond at Corkagh Park, and City West Hotel which can cater for very large indoor sporting and business events. 

All the sporting events organised will have admission free of charge and this will give local people the opportunity to see events such as American Football and Baseball and at the same time, the public can contribute simply by creating an atmosphere at the events which will add to the occasion and which will also make it easier for SDCT to encourage the visitors to return in two years time to compete again in a number of these events.

To date, we have already had approximately 6,000 international visitors at the events held between January and April, and this has resulted in approximately 9,000 bed nights for the member hotels in South Dublin County.

South Dublin County Tourism is successful and pro active because it is based on a simple collaborative model. Each of the members, particularly the hotels, recognise that they are  far more likely to get large volumes of business if they work with each other rather than merely competing with each other. This allows the Tourism company to be able to offer a very large number of beds to a potential international client, all under the umbrella of SDCT.  South Dublin County Council provides funding for the company and also works closely with the company to help attract visitors. 

The Gathering Events Dublin 

 Q11/0513   PRTB INSPECTIONS 

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager for a report on the operation of the Council's private residential inspections unit; including details of the number of inspections carried out this year?
REPLY:
Responsibility for the enforcement of private rented housing standards lies with Housing Authorities.   

The inspections of private rented accommodation under the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2008 (as amended) is managed within the RAS mad Leasing Unit in the Housing Department. Inspections are carried out by HSE Environmental Health Officers and by the Council's own technical staff.    

The following is an outline of the Council's activity associated with PRTB inspections since 1st January 2006:

1/1/2006 - 31/12/2012
· 5,200 inspections were undertaken during the period between the 1st of January 2006 and the 31st of December 2012.  

· 1087 inspections were undertaken during 2012. This included 880 1st inspections and 207 follow up inspections.

2013
· 287 inspections were undertaken in Q1 2013. This figure includes 234 1st inspections and 53 follow up inspections.   111 dwellings inspected did not meet the regulatory requirements.  

It is estimated that as an additional 25 units will be inspected weekly from May 2013 as part of an escalated private housing inspection programme that potentially c1800 inspections will be undertaken during 2013.   This escalated programme will be undertaken from within existing resources. 

South Dublin County Council has the second highest rate of inspections nationally for 2012.

Q12/0513
IEN
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to present a report of the profile of current participants from South Dublin County engaged with the IEN; including a breakdown by area and profession/business type?
REPLY:
Members will be aware that the IEN is now organised on a regional basis and co-ordinated by the Dublin Regional Authority. having been piloted as the IEZ in South Dublin County. There is a full report attached received from Jim Nolan, IE Network Manager. The report includes commentary on the location and background of the IEN members across the Region insofar as can be ascertained from the information provided by them. The seminars, networks, workshops etc are very much driven by the needs identified by the membership. Of particular interest are the testimonials provided by IEN members included at the end of the report.

IEN Update



Q13/0513   IEN
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to present a report on the finding of any survey of needs carried out among participants engaged with the IEN (including in particular current participants from South Dublin County) identifying the key needs for supporting business start-up and development?

REPLY:
Members will be aware that the IEN is now organised on a regional basis and co-ordinated by the Dublin Regional Authority. having been piloted as the IEZ in South Dublin County. There is a full report attached received from Jim Nolan, IE Network Manager. The report includes commentary on the location and background of the IEN members across the Region insofar as can be ascertained from the information provided by them. The seminars, networks, workshops etc are very much driven by the needs identified by the membership. Of particular interest are the testimonials provided by IEN members included at the end of the report.

IEN Update 



Q14/0513
BONDS

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager if any bonds provided by developers for projects in the County have been lost under the liquidation of IBRC; to give details of the projects and the status of the bonds; to state if in any cases the bonds are necessary for completion of developments; and to make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
There are six residential developments where the security provided is in the form of an IBRC (formerly Anglo Irish Bank) bond. None of the bonds have expiration dates. 

Two of the six developments are privately managed developments where surface works are completed to a high specification and the Council has no evidence of default by the developer which would necessitate a claim on the bond. In the case of another development, which is gated, one of the bonds is in the process of being assessed for release as the area to which the bond relates appears to be completed satisfactorily; a report is due imminently on this.

In the case of one of the other developments the Council is working with the developer/NAMA in the identification of remaining works to services and upon submission of the Councils requirements the proposals are to be costed by NAMA to be completed. There has been cooperation to date in this case with survey costs etc already incurred by the developer. It should be noted in the case of the development that the period for the taking of enforcement action to secure service completion remains live and therefore in the event that there is any issue with the bond this further measure is available to the Council.  

In the case of the final two developments the developments are not completed with construction ongoing and number of units still to be constructed and sold. The permissions are still live and therefore the period for the taking of enforcement action to secure service completion remains live and also as some unsold units remain in the development should the bond not be viable, other security will be required to be lodged with the Council to enable the sales to proceed. 

It is not apparent therefore that the bonds will be essential to complete the services in the developments in question.
Q15/0513
HOUSING GRANTS  

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager for an update on the status of the HAGS, MAGS and HOPS schemes for 2013; if any contact has been made with the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government in light of concerns expressed by this Council regarding funding for the projects for 2013, and if any changes may be made to the allocation; to state how many applications have been granted and how many are in progress at present; and to state, in light of previous experience, if the Council will be able to meet the demand expected for the remainder of 2013?

REPLY:
The Council operates three Housing Grant Schemes for older people and those who are disabled as follows:

· The Housing Adaptation Grant Scheme for People with a Disability  (HAGS) 

· The Mobility Aids Grant Scheme  (MAGS) 

· The Housing Aid for Older People Scheme  (HOPS)

These grants are available in respect of owner occupied dwellings and certain rented dwellings (subject to written permission being provided by the Landlord).  The schemes provide that grants may be awarded by South Dublin County Council to qualified applicants subject to the criteria set out in the regulations and associated guidance documents issued by the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government (DoECLG).

The Council was notified by letter dated 1st March 2013 of its 2013 *Combined Capital Allocation for the payment of the Housing Adaptation Grants for Older People and People with a Disability Schemes in the sum of  €1,213,986.05.   This allocation represented a 40% reduction (nationally) on the 2012 spend on these grants.

The Council made a submission to the DoECLG outlining the position of the Council in relation to the funding and asked that favourable consideration be given to potentially source additional funding for these vital Housing Grant Schemes for South Dublin County Council.

A motion passed at the April 2013 Council Meeting was also submitted to the Minister.

Following the submissions to the DoECLG notification (as circulated hereunder under Correspondence) of Supplementary Funding for Private House Grants 2013 was received dated 22nd April 2013.  This notification advised that the Department had decided to release funds from a contingency reserve to the Local Authorities that had written requesting supplementary funding and that an additional  €100,889 has been added bringing the combined exchequer and LA funding to €1,340,098.
While this additional approval is very welcome the table hereunder in relation to 2013 activity reflects the ongoing need to administer the scheme by applying an effective and easy to understand scheme of prioritisation on the basis of the medical needs of the applicant. The three levels of medical priority advised to this Council by DoECLG are as follows:

1.  Priority 1: Terminally ill or mainly dependent on family or a carer, or where alterations/adaptations would facilitate the discharge from hospital or alleviate hospitalisation in the future. 

2. Priority 2: Mobile, but needs assistance in accessing facilities, or where, without the adaptation the disabled person's ability to function independently would be hindered. 

3. Priority 3: The applicant is independent, but requires special facilities to improve their quality of life, e.g. separate bedroom or living space. 

2013 ACTIVITY
Applications PAID from 01/01/2013 - 30/4/2013: 
	Scheme
	No of applications
	Paid 1st Jan – 30th April 2013

	HAGS
	43
	461,866.10

	MAGS
	32
	143,677.30

	HOPS
	14
	62,760.60

	 
	Total
	668,304.00


Applications Approved WAITING PAYMENT from 01/01/2013 – 30/4/2013:
	Scheme
	No of applications
	Amounts

	HAGS
	49
	557,904.75

	MAGS
	21
	93,290.19

	HOPS
	6
	26,056.01

	 
	Total
	677,250.95


* Combined Allocation refers to the overall Approved Allocation which is 80% funded from exchequer (€1,072,078) and 20% funded from Council 's own revenue resources (€268,020).  
We will continue to monitor on a weekly basis.
Q16/0513    PUBLIC WI-FI

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager to provide an update on the plans to roll out Wi-fi in Council community, recreation and parks facilities, as mandated in previous motions, and to make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
Motion #3 from the Council meeting of April, 2012 refers (carried forward from Motion #11, February 2012). 

South Dublin County Council continues to support the roll-out of free public Wi-Fi to our facilities.

As reported the Council provides free public Wi-fi to a significant number of its locations.  Following on from previous activity and motions reaffirming the Council's support for the roll out of free Wi-fi within Council facilities, the Council has proposed that free public Wi-fi may be rolled out under the Council's village renewal activities. 

Thus far, the Council has attempted to create these Wi-fi zones in Rathfarnham, Clondalkin, and at Ballyroan.  It is disappointing to report that the proposals did not gather sufficient interest among the business community in both Rathfarnham and Clondalkin in order to proceed - this despite significant support from local business representatives and extensive effort by both Council staff and third party suppliers.  Logistical issues prevented proceeding in Ballyroan at the time.  Whilst this outcome is disappointing, the Council is committed to providing the Wi-fi service at such a point where there is enough interest amongst local businesses to proceed.

On a positive note, we can report progress in relation to Lucan village.  The local business community have demonstrated with enthusiasm their willingness to embrace the concept and become a Wi-fi enabled village.  To this end, the Council has worked with a third party supplier to begin to provide the required infrastructure on a pilot basis. This is due to be installed over the coming weeks.
 

Q17/0513    IRISH WATER
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager for an updated schedule for the introduction of Irish Water and associated projects, and to make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
In April 2012, the Government announced its decision to appoint Bord Gais Eireann (BGE) to establish a new national water utility company to be known as Irish Water.

In November 2012, the County and City Managers Association (CCMA) published a “Position Paper on Irish Water” and established a Water Services Transition Office to serve as a point of contact between Local Authorities and Irish Water.

A National Consultative Forum was established between the DECLG, CCMA, Irish Water and the Unions representing staff within Local Authority Water Services, chaired by the Labour Relations Commission. All Industrial Relations matters arising from the transition are dealt with in this Forum.

In April 2012, BGE established a group known as the “Irish Water Programme” within the BGE / Irish Water structure. Since the start of 2013, further recruitment to this group has continued and a schedule for delivery of the transition has been set out, based on the Government’s policy that, as and from 1st January 2014, all statutory responsibility for Water Services, together with all water services assets will transfer from Local Authorities to Irish Water.  

From 1st January 2014, it is envisaged that Local Authorities will continue to deliver water services, acting as Agents of Irish Water, through Service Level Agreements.

In March 2013, Government enacted the Water Services Act 2013. This Act had the effect of establishing Irish Water and giving it certain limited statutory functions. It also added Water Services to the existing areas of responsibility of the Commission for Energy Regulation. Further legislation, providing for the full transfer of statutory function from Irish Local Authorities, in respect of water and waste water services, to Irish Water, is planned for late 2013.

Irish Water will take accountability of all Capital Projects in January 2014 through Regional and Central Irish Water offices, all open projects will transition to IW from Local Authorities at this date on an agreed basis to complete and close out. New Capital plans will be developed by Irish Water with input from the Department, Local Authorities and EPA. 

In line with Government policy, and as set out in the Water Services Act 2013, it is intended that Irish Water will proceed, from July 2013, to install water meters wherever a domestic customer is connected to the public water supply. Irish Water have full responsibility for delivery of the meter programme.  South Dublin County Council, in common with all Local Authorities and as agreed at the Consultative Forum, is carrying out a survey of existing connections on behalf of Irish Water in order to facilitate this meter programme. These surveys got underway in late April 2013 and will continue up to quarter four, 2013.

The pace of the transition process is challenging and staff have been dedicated from within the Council to deal with the matter. In addition, consultancy assistance has been procured to assist the four Dublin Local Authorities to deal with some of the issues arising in relation to the proposed Service Level Agreement in the Dublin Region.

Q18/0513    PUBLIC REALM

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if she will present a report on applications received for funding  for projects, events and initiatives from the allocation in the Council's 2013 Budget under the heading of Public Realm actions?
REPLY:
A Report is presented as a Headed Item at today's meeting that details the current status of the Villages Initiative and the funding stream application process.
  Q19/0513  VILLAGES 

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager for a progress report on work being done by the Working Group   of the Planning and Development SPC, and local groups, on promoting and  enhancing the sustainability of the Traditional Villages in the County, including  Rathfarnham, Lucan, Templeogue, Rathcoole and Clondalkin?
REPLY:
The Working Group of the Economic Development (including Planning) SPC are currently working on the Action Plan flowing from the Economic Strategy agreed at the December 2012  Council meeting. The Group has identified the marketing of the County, incorporating the niche and particular local nature of the villages as part of an overall County wide approach, as a key issue for the Plan. The Group met recently on 18th April and a full report will be brought to the May SPC meeting.

In respect of the ongoing villages project there is a further full report under a Headed Item for consideration at this meeting.

Q20/0513
LIVE REGISTER 

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if a Report can be presented to the May Council meeting giving figures for the numbers of persons on the Live Register with addresses in South Dublin County, for the 5 Electoral Areas Lucan, Clondalkin, Tallaght South, and Tallaght Central, and Rathfarnham, and suggesting that these figures can be obtained from the Tallaght, Clondalkin and Ballyfermot Social Welfare Offices, and presented in the format that they had been presented to the CDB in the recent past, ie., figures for the numbers of persons of all ages, and additionally figures for persons under 25 years?
REPLY:
The information sought is as follows:
	Jobseeker Claimants in South Dublin County
	 

	Area
	27 Jan 2012
	25 Jan 2013
	%Change

	Tallaght
	11,940
	11,741
	-1.67%

	Clondalkin
	6,449
	6,334
	-1.78%

	Lucan
	3,644
	3,642
	-0.05%

	Rathfarnham/ Templeogue
	2,428
	2,561
	+5.5%

	Palmerston
	714
	708
	-0.84%

	Total
	25,175
	24,986
	-0.75%

	Claimants under 25 years    
	 
	
	

	Area
	Total                25 Jan 2013
	Under25s                25 Jan 2013
	% Under 25  

25 Jan 2013
	% under 25s 

27 Jan 2012

	Tallaght
	11,741
	2268
	19.3%
	21%

	Clondalkin
	6,334
	1411
	22.3%
	23%

	Lucan
	3,642
	514
	14.1%
	14%

	Rathfarnham/ Templeogue
	2,561
	323
	12.6%
	14%

	Palmerston
	708
	128
	18.1%
	19%

	Total
	24,986
	4644
	18.6%
	20%


Bottom of Form

Q21/0513
SOCIAL EMPLOYMENT SCHEMES 
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if the Council will request the Department of Social Protection to advise if financial support might be available form the European Council Youth Guarantee Programme for Council run Social Employment Schemes run for young people under 25 years of age?
REPLY:
The European Council Youth Guarantee Programme is where any young European person who has been unemployed for more than four months would receive a good-quality offer of employment, continued education, an apprenticeship or a traineeship. 

The European Council provided further backing by Member States for the idea of ‘Youth Guarantee’ schemes by agreeing a recommendation in early April 2013. This sets out guidelines for the implementation of such schemes with EU financing, focusing in particular on actions such as partnerships between public and private employment services, employers, social partners and youth representatives; outreach strategies towards young people, especially the most vulnerable; support for the integration of young people into the labour market by enhancing skills; the use of targeted wage and recruitment subsidies to encourage employers to create new opportunities for young people; and promoting labour mobility. 

It should be noted that on 24 April, the Parliaments’ Employment & Social Affairs Committee adopted an amended proposal on the €6 billion Youth Employment Initiative (to give effect to the Youth Guarantee). This would extend the measure to young people up to age 30 (instead of up to 25 as proposed by the Commission) and to widen its applicability to regions with youth unemployment rates above 20% (as opposed to 25%) for 2012 — but only if accepted by the Council. Both Irish (NUTS II) regions already qualify for consideration under the terms of the Commission proposals.

It is prudent to note that the general contribution of local authorities across Europe is praised in a new report on the implementation of the Commission’s recommendations on active labour market inclusion. 

The Council awaits guidelines on the programme from the Department on implementation of the scheme and clarification will be sought on the specific request as outlined from the Department.
Q22/0513
SOUTH DUBLIN TODAY
QUESTION: Councillor E. Walsh

Chun ceist a chur ar an mBainisteoir, an bhfoilseofar 'South Dublin Today/ Contae Átha Cliath Theas Inniu' go huile is go hiomlán go dátheangach mar a rinneadh dhá bhliain ó shin, ach nach ndearnadh anuraidh?

To ask the Manager, will the Council publish 'South Dublin Today/ Contae Átha Cliath Theas Inniu' bilingually in its entirety as was done two years ago, but not last year?  

REPLY:
I 2010 d’fhoilsigh an Chomhairle Contae Átha Cliath Inniu go dátheangach agus cuireadh go gach teach sa Chontae é.  Níor fhoilsigh muid irisleabhar ar bith i 2011.  Mar gheall ar shriantacht buiséid i 2012, ní cuireadh an t-irisleabhar go dtí teaghlaigh, ach scaipeadh iad trí na leabharlanna, ionaid phobail agus foirgnimh phoiblí.  Níor fhoilsíodh an doiciméad go dátheangach, ach bhí roinnt alt ann trí Ghaeilge, rud a bhí ag comhlíonadh le céad scéim Gaeilge an Chomhairle.  Déanadh an doiciméad a fhoilsiú agus a scaipeadh ar chostas i bhfad níos ísle na heagrán 2010.

In eagrán 2013 do Chontae Átha Cliath Theas Inniu, beidh réamhrá chun an teachtaireacht bhunúsach na hirisleabhair a chuir in iúil agus beidh roinnt ailt ar fáil i nGaeilge agus Béarla.  Tá sé seo ag comhlíonadh an Dara Scéim Teanga.  Cé nach mbeidh an t-eagrán ar fáil go hiomlán sa dhá teanga, beidh méid suntasach níos mó ann ná mar a bhí san eagrán roimhe seo.  

De réir ár spriocanna straitéiseacha, mar atá leacaithe againn sa Phlean Corparáideach 2009-2014, tá an Chomhairle seo tiomanta forbairt agus tacaíochta a thabhairt don Ghaeilge.  Tá suíomh Gaeilge Comhairle Contae Átha Cliath Theas le fáil anois ar www.athcliaththeas.ie, chomh maith le suíomh eile as Gaeilge, www.deisighdoshraid.ie, agus tá muid le fáil as Gaeilge ar facebook, www.facebook.com/snagact.  Tá aip nua ó Leabharlanna Átha Cliath Theas lenar féidir leat athnuachan a dhéanamh ar rudaí atá ar iasacht agat, rudaí a chuir san áireamh agus rl, Gaeilge a fhoghlaim ar líne, taighde a dhéanamh ar Source nó brabhsáil ar líne ar http://www.southdublinlibraries.ie/ga   

Foilseofar Contae Átha Cliath Theas roimh dheireadh Mí Bealtaine 2013.  Beidh an t-ionad cumarsáide in ann cóipeanna leictreonacha nó cruachóipeanna breise a chuir ar fáil do Chomhairleoirí atá ag iarraidh iad a scaipeadh ina (h) oifigí / nó iad a thaispeáint ar a s(h)uíomh gréasáin.

In 2010, the entire South Dublin County Today Magazine was published bilingually and delivered to all homes in the County. There was no magazine published in 2011. Due to budget constraints in 2012, the magazine was not distributed to all households but rather it was circulated through the libraries, community centres and public buildings network. The document was not produced bilingually but there were a number of articles published in the Irish Language in compliance with the Council’s 1st Irish Language Scheme. The document was produced and circulated at a significantly lower cost than the 2010 edition. 

For the 2013 edition of South Dublin County Today and in accordance with the Councils 2nd Irish language scheme, the document will contain an introduction in the Irish language to convey general information about the publication and a number of articles will be available in Irish/English. Whilst the document will not be bilingual in its entirety there will be significantly more content available in the Irish Language than the previous edition. 

In accordance with our strategic goal as outlined in the Council’s Corporate Plan 2009- 2014, this Council is committed to the development and support of the Irish language. South Dublin County Council's new website is now available through Gaeilge, as well as Fix Your Street – www.deisighdoshraid.ie and you can find us on facebook as Gaeilge on www.facebook.com/snagact.  You can update you books while on the move, with the libraries app, do research online with Source or browse www.southdublinlibraries.ie and all through the medium of the Irish Language.

South Dublin County Today will be published by the end of May 2013 and the Communications Unit can provide on request additional hard or electronic copies of the magazine for Councillors who wish to circulate the publication in their constituency offices /clinics or to display on your website. 

H6/0513
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H7a)/0513
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE DWELLINGS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H7b)/0513
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST IN 73 HOMELAWN ROAD, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interests in the sites listed hereunder. The following have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the properties

	ADDRESS
	LESSEE(S)
	PURCHASE PRICE

	73 Homelawn Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24
	Ann Stoneham
	€411.40 


P. Poole
County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor C. Bond and RESOLVED:

“That, in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, South Dublin County Council dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder. The following have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property:

	ADDRESS
	LESSEE(S)
	PURCHASE PRICE 

	73 Homelawn Road,

Tallaght, Dublin 24
	Ann Stoneham
	€411.40” 


H7c)/0513
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST IN 32 SARSFIELD PARK, LUCAN, CO. DUBLIN

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interests in the sites listed hereunder. The following have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the properties

	ADDRESS
	LESSEE(S)
	PURCHASE PRICE

	32 Sarsfield Park, Lucan, Co. Dublin
	Phyllis & Elizabeth Giltrap
	€41.24 


P. Poole
County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor C. Bond and RESOLVED:

“That, in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, South Dublin County Council dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder. The following have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property:
	ADDRESS
	LESSEE(S)
	PURCHASE PRICE 

	32 Sarsfield Park,

Lucan, Co. Dublin
	Phyllis & Elizabeth Giltrap
	€41.24”  


H7d)0513
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL
OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST IN 10 LIMEKILN AVENUE, WALKINSTOWN, DUBLIN 12 - SMALL BUILDERS SCHEME
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to James Stenson and Irene Stenson to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. James Stenson and Irene Stenson have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	10 Limekiln Avenue,    Walkinstown Dublin 12.    
	James Stenson   Irene Stenson        
	 27/07/1974
	Una O’Callaghan   
	€366.00  


P. Poole 

_____________________

County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor C. Bond and RESOLVED:

“That, in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, South Dublin County Council dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to James Stenson and Irene Stenson to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. James Stenson and Irene Stenson have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price 

	10 Limekiln Avenue, Walkinstown, Dublin 12
	James Stenson Irene Stenson
	27/07/1974
	Una O’Callaghan
	€366.00”   


H7e)/0513
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF LANDS AT GRANGE CASTLE BUSINESS PARK, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22

The following report which had been circulated was presented by Ms P. Poole, County Manager, and was CONSIDERED:

“The Council at its meeting held on 9th July, 2007 noted the disposal of 18.9 acres or thereabouts at Grange Castle Business Park to Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited subject to certain terms and conditions. Minute No. C/0281/07 refers. 

A final grant of permission was granted on 26th October, 2007 for the construction in two phases of a data centre and ancillary works with a gross floor area of 51,155 sq meters (Planning Ref SD07A/0632). Further planning permissions were granted in 2008, 2009 and 2011 for modifications to the original permission. Phase 1 was completed and officially opened in September, 2009. Phase 2 is also completed and now operational. 

The Council at its meeting held on 11th February, 2013 noted the disposal of a further 2.94 hectares (7.26 acres) or thereabouts to Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited subject to certain terms and conditions. Minute H7b)/0213 refers. 

A final grant of permission was granted on 19th April, 2013 (Planning Ref SD13A/0015) for the construction of a further data centre (15,825 Sq Mtrs) on the 2.94 hectare site and construction is due to commence shortly. 

Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited  have now applied to purchase a further area of 62.17 acres with an option to purchase a further 50.35 acres to cater for the phenomenal growth in the data centre and cloud computing sector. 

I recommend that the Council dispose of lands totaling 112.52 acres or thereabouts at Grange Castle Business Park to Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited, 70 Sir John Rogersons Quay, Dublin 2 in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and subject to the Provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 by way of: 

(i) 62.17 acres or thereabouts by way of a 999 year Lease. 

(ii) 23.18 acres or thereabouts by way of a 999 year Lease on the exercising by Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited of the Option to purchase Option Site 1, shown hatched green on Drawing No. 02_028D_953-A.

(iii)      27.17 acres or thereabouts by way of a 999 year Lease on the exercising by Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited of the Option to Purchase Option Site 2, shown hatched blue on Drawing No. 02_028D_953-A.

and subject to the following terms and conditions:-  

1 (a) That the lands being disposed of in the first instance comprise approximately 62.17 acres or thereabouts.  A formal disposal map shall be prepared in due course by the Council for inclusion with the legal documents but in the interim a draft plan for identification purposes Drawing No ​​​​02_028D_953-A is annexed showing the site outlined in red.  

(b) The Council will retain a 10 metre wayleave area along the northern and eastern boundary, a 5 metre wayleave along the southern boundary and along the western boundary.  These wayleaves are shown shaded yellow on Drawing No. 02_028D_953-A. These wayleaves will be required within the perimeter of the lands being disposed of to facilitate the existing and future servicing by the Council of this site and any other lands. 

The Council will also require a Right of Way hatched brown on Drawing No. 02_028D_953-A measuring 17 metres along the western boundary to provide vehicular and pedestrian access and services to Option Site 1 in the event that Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited do not exercise their option in relation to this site.  The 5 metre wayleave on the western boundary, being retained by the Council at term no. 1 (b) above can be included in the Right of Way area. 

2. That the consideration due to the Council shall be calculated on the basis of the sum of €199,000 (one hundred and ninety nine thousand euro) per acre (the “Purchase Price”), payable, as to the amounts described at (a), (b) and (c) below:- 

(a) 10% of the Purchase Price on signing and exchange of a Contract for Sale / an Agreement for Lease in respect of the site. Such amount to be refunded in the event that the development proposed for the site does not receive full planning permission, and/or in the event of any of the terms and conditions of the disposal not having been satisfied.

(b) 80% of the Purchase Price within 15 business days of date of Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited  entry onto the site for the purpose of commencing construction works on foot of the final grant of planning permission (provided that, for the avoidance of doubt, Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited  shall be entitled to carry out due diligence and engineering analysis activities (including, but not limited to geotechnical analysis and studies, soils testing, water analysis, site borings, environmental assessments, etc.) prior to the payment of this sum in accordance with any building licence to that effect as described in term no 6.

(c) The remaining 10% of the Purchase Price on the grant of the Master Lease which shall occur at the time and in the manner set out in term no. 11 below.  

The Council shall be entitled to charge interest at a rate of eight per cent (8%) per annum on any outstanding sums in the event of failure by Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited to pay the foregoing sums on the above dates.  This interest rate penalty shall be calculated on a daily basis for any period of time deposits are outstanding without cause.

3       (a)
The Council shall, in consideration of the payment of an Annual Option Fee, payable yearly in advance, commencing on the date of signing of the contract for the disposal of the 62.17 acres (the main site), be prepared to grant a five year Option to Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited, only, to purchase the Option Site1, measuring 23.18 acres and Option Site 2 measuring 27.17 acres shown on Drawing No. 02_028D_953-A. The Option Fee will be payable on the anniversary of the signing of the contract referred to above. 

(b) Should the Option be exercised in accordance with term no. 3 (a) above the consideration payable to the Council shall be calculated on the basis of the sum of €199,000 per acre linked to the Irish CPI (Consumer Price Index) for the duration of the option period with effect from the signing of the contract for the main site.  The consideration will be payable in the same manner as outlined in term no. 2. 

(c) Any extension of the Option Agreement and the terms and conditions of any such extensions shall be at the sole and absolute discretion of the Council. 

(d) The Option Agreement shall be strictly non-transferable and shall be prepared by the Council’s Law Agent and shall include terms and conditions normally contained in agreement of this type.  In particular, the option site(s) may be used only for the expansion of Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited facilities on the main site or by a subsidiary company of Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited involved in a related activity.  

(e) Should the Option Agreement in respect of Option Site 1 be exercised the Right of Way only as specified in term no. 1 (b) will be extinguished. 

4. That Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited must apply for full planning permission (and if requested provide an Environmental Impact Statement) for the development on 50% of the main site not later than 30th June 2015 or such other date as may be approved solely at the discretion of the Council. Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited  shall forward to the Council within six months of the date of final grant of planning permission, and in any event, no later than one month prior to Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited commencing works on foot of the final grant of planning permission, a copy of the outline building programme for such works describing the key construction milestones.

5. That: (i) if the construction works (meaning site preparation and shell and core construction) have not commenced within six months of the date of final grant of planning permission for the development, or such later date as may be agreed in writing with South Dublin County Council; or (ii) if shell and core construction works are not substantially completed in accordance with the final grant of planning permission within thirty (30) months from the date of commencement of such works then either party may by written notification on the other rescind the agreement for Lease / Contract for Sale. And further that, in the event that the final grant of planning permission is issued containing conditions which Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited considers to be onerous, Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited may by written notification to the Council rescind the agreement for lease / contract for sale. In event of rescission on any of the foregoing grounds, any monies paid to the date thereof under term no. 2 above shall be repaid to Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited without the payment of interest.  It is acknowledged that construction of the data centre may occur on a staged basis as will be evident from the building programme described in term no.4 above, and provided Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited have commenced and completed the first phase thereof within the time frames set out in this paragraph it will be deemed to have complied with its obligations herein.

6. That the Council shall enter into an Agreement for Lease or Contract for Sale in respect of the sale of the site to Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited (by way of grant of the Master Lease), based on and to give effect to these heads of terms, and which Agreement / Contract shall contain a Licence authorising Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited to enter into the site from the date thereof prior to the grant of the Master Lease, to carry out due diligence and site analysis (including, but not limited to geotechnical analysis and studies, soils testing, water analysis, site borings, environmental assessments, etc.) prior to the grant of final planning permission, and after the issue of such permission, to construct the data centre. The Agreement / Contract shall contain further reasonable obligations upon Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited with respect to that construction to ensure the satisfactory completion of the approved development on the site.

7. Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited will be responsible for all planning levies and contributions payable in accordance with the Council’s Development Contribution Scheme made under the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, and agrees not to exercise any right to appeal against the financial contributions.  The contributions under the Scheme are payable prior to entry on to the site or as otherwise agreed by the Council.  Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited must satisfy themselves as to the capacity of all services to service the proposed development. 

[A special Arts contribution fixed at 50 cent per square foot of gross building areas shall apply and shall be payable no earlier than the grant of the Master Lease.] 

8.
That all site investigations (including archaeological investigations), groundwork’s, overhead cable diversions, demolitions/site clearance/septic site removal (such works are subject to regulations and to obtaining the relevant statutory licences), services connections, development and associated costs incurred in the delivery of the entire completed development shall be borne by Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited. 

9.
That Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited shall undertake not to use the site for any purposes other than that of carrying out the proposed development, i.e. a data centre and related facilities and office accommodation which contain its substantial operations and subject to the terms of the “Master Lease” (see term no. 11 below).  All buildings shall be occupied by the applicants or their tenants, agents, employees, invitees and/or assigns in accordance with the terms of the Master Lease. 

10.
That Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited shall build nothing (except with the prior written approval of the Council) on the site except the buildings shown on the approved drawings and for which Planning Permission has been granted, as outlined in term no. 4. Full ‘as constructed’ drawings shall be appended to the Master Lease.  A maintenance Plan for the external areas and buildings shall be submitted to the Council. 

11.
That as soon as building works have reached eaves level (in other words the “topping-out” phase of construction, meaning that all foundations are in place, the structural system is erected and inspected, and the building is weather-tight with roof complete) in accordance with relevant planning permission(s) in the development on the site, and if the works have been carried out to the satisfaction of the County Architect acting reasonably, the Council will grant the applicants a Lease of that site.  The Lease shall be for a term of 999 years (commencing from a date to be agreed upon, but no earlier than the date of Practical Completion of the buildings thereon) subject to a rent of €500 per annum (exclusive of rates, taxes, and outgoings in respect of the site) which will be reviewed at the end of every 5 years of the term in line with any changes in the Irish Consumer Price Index.  The Council’s Solicitors shall draft the Lease for approval by Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited’s solicitors. The Lease granted shall be known as the Master Lease (“Master Lease”).  The Master Lease shall provide that the Lessee shall become a member of the management company for the Business Park and shall pay the annual service charge described in accordance with the provisions of the Master Lease and appendices thereto.

12.  That the Agreement to Lease or Contract for Sale is not to operate as a Lease and it shall not be transferable save in the case of a financial institution of good standing which has entered into a mortgage with the applicants specifically for the purposes of financing the applicants to undertake the development of the site.

13. That South Dublin County Council reserves the right, only to be exercised by the Council acting reasonably, to re-enter on the site and resume possession thereof should the applicants fail to commence and complete the buildings within the period specified at term no.  5 above or in the event of the dissolution, bankruptcy or insolvency of the applicants save in the case where a Financial Institution which has entered into a mortgage with the applicants for the purposes of financing the development of the site and enforces its security against the site.  South Dublin County Council shall provide written notice of any intent to exercise this right and offer a 30 day cure period for rectification of any default on Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited part, including use of mediation/arbitration, or similar third-party intercession.

14. That during the building period and pending the grant of the Master Lease, Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited will provide all reasonably required evidence of the ‘all risks’, public liability and employer’s liability insurance cover maintained by Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited for the construction period. It is acknowledged that following completion of the construction of the data centre, the building and all insurable risks associated therewith will be included in Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited self-insurance programme. All insurance will be subject to the approval of the Councils insurance advisors, acting reasonably.

The insurance shall, be in the joint names of the Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited and the Council, or shall contain an indemnity to principals clause, and will be for such an amount as will provide cover for the full Reinstatement Value of so much of the building as is erected at any time together with a sum for Professional Fees and removal of debris charges

Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited shall also indemnify South Dublin County Council against any claim for compensation which might / may be made by any party arising out of building works being carried out on the site, or any working areas or on any access points thereto.

15. That the Council is and shall be carrying out extensive construction projects in the Business Park.  Both parties shall use their reasonable endeavours to ensure that any interaction between respective contractors employed to carry out any works including, but not limited to building or road works, is carried out in an open and transparent manner with engineers and liaison officers such as to ensure that no additional contract costs accrue to either party.

The Council shall construct the proposed central carriageway and services from point B to point C measuring approximately 327 metres in length as shown on Drawing No 02_028D-953-A and shall recover the cost of construction of the roads and services from Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited such cost to be recovered not to exceed €580,000. 

16. That no uncovered outdoor storage shall be permitted on the subject lands.  All processing, packing, waste disposal or recycling and such like operations shall be carried out within suitable structures or equipment such as compactors located on the premises in accordance with any statutory regulations or requirements in that regard.

17. That all car and commercial vehicle parking areas, loading areas and service areas must be suitably landscaped and screened from public view.  In this regard Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited shall carry out at Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited costs such boundary and landscape treatment works as the Council may reasonably require, bearing in mind the nature of the Park and provided that such works are not substantially more than required of any other occupiers of the Park during construction. Such works may, only where reasonable, be in addition to similar works required under a planning permission for development of the subject lands.  Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited shall submit a copy of its landscaping and security plan to the Council’s Development Department prior to the grant of the Master Lease for approval. 

18. That each party shall be responsible for their own professional (i.e. legal, engineering, architects, and other required consultants’) fees in this case.

19. That Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited shall pay any V.A.T., stamp duty or taxes arising at any stage in the transactions (except where any lawful exemption or relief therefore applies), including on the creation of a Building Licence (if any), an Agreement to Lease or Contract for Sale, and a Master Lease.

20. That the Councils Solicitor shall draft the Agreements, Contracts and Leases and may include further reasonable terms and conditions as deemed appropriate to give effect to the heads of terms set out herein, including provision for use of an expert or arbitrator process to settle any disputes arising, as appropriate, in order to achieve a reasonable balance in the protection of the parties’ respective interests in the matter.  In the case of disputes concerning final measurement and valuation of the site for the purposes of calculating the Purchase Price, an arbitration clause shall refer to the appointment of a Chartered Valuation Surveyor to act as arbitrator.  This person to be appointed by agreement of the parties or in default of agreement to be appointed by the President of the Society of Chartered Surveyors in the Republic of Ireland.  The costs of any arbitration to be borne equally by the parties. 

21. That Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited shall satisfy South Dublin County Council (acting reasonably) prior to exchange of the Agreement for Lease/Contract for Sale, that sufficient funds are available for the payment of the sums set out in term no. 2 above, and prior to commencement of construction or the relevant phase thereof as appropriate. 

22. That the above proposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being obtained – in order to allow full construction activities. 

23. No agreement enforceable at law is created or is intended to be created until an exchange of contracts has taken place. 

The lands being disposed of form part of lands acquired from Bernard Murphy for residential, industrial, roads and open space purposes, from Alfred Beattie (1997) and Mervyn Eager (1999) for the future development of Grange Castle Business Park. 

Philomena Poole, 

County Manager.”
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor C. Bond and RESOLVED:

“That South Dublin County Council dispose of lands totaling 112.52 acres or thereabouts at Grange Castle Business Park to Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited, 70 Sir John Rogersons Quay, Dublin 2 in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and subject to the Provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 as outlined in the foregoing report and subject to the terms and conditions as specified in the report.”

In presenting the report the County Manager Ms P. Poole expressed her thanks to Mr. P. Fogarty, Administrative Officer, for his work on the project.

The Mayor Councillor C. King congratulated the Manager and her team on their negotiations which took months to complete and which represented a significant dividend in jobs and consolidation of the rates base over the coming years.

Councillors E. Tuffy, C. Brophy, T. Gilligan, C. Jones, P. Kearns, B. Bonner, J. Hannon and J. Lahart all congratulated the Manager and her team in their achievement in bringing Microsoft to South Dublin.  Councillor Gilligan asked if any of the money raised by this disposal of  lands could be ring-fenced for the Clondalkin area and if employment in the facility could be contained locally.

In response to the Members Ms P. Poole stated that funding accrues to all the county.  She said that Microsoft do consider local employment initiatives when setting up new premises.  The Manager thanked the Members for their comments and stated that delivery of this project is a consolidation of effort from all across the management team.  

H8/0513    APPROVAL OF THE SOUTH DUBLIN SUSTAINABLE ENERGY ACTION PLAN
The following report which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Land Use, Economic and Transport Planning, and was CONSIDERED:

“The Sustainable Energy Action Plan (SEAP) puts forward an energy roadmap, setting out how South Dublin County can take the lead in addressing EU and national energy targets to 2020.  The SEAP has been undertaken in partnership with the Town and Country Planning Association (TCPA) and eight other local authorities across the EU, as part of the Leadership for Energy Action and Planning (LEAP) project, funded by the EU intelligent Energy Europe (IEE) programme. Input has also been received from the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) and City of Dublin Energy Management Agency (CODEMA).

The SEAP sets out baseline data for 2006, specific energy targets to 2020, and a range of actions to reach these targets under the three key principles of Record, Reduce and Replace. The role of stakeholders and citizen involvement is examined and the issues of monitoring and funding are also addressed in the SEAP.

Public Consultation
Minister Pat Rabbitte TD and Mayor Cathal King launched the Draft South Dublin SEAP on public display on Thursday 21st February. The public consultation process lasted for a six week period from Thursday 21st February to Thursday 4th April.

Submissions were sought from members of the public, SDCC staff and elected members, community groups, residents groups, academic bodies, relevant statutory bodies, and other interested parties during the Draft SEAP public consultation period.  

Five submissions were received during the public consultation period and have been summarised in the accompanying Manager’s Report. Strategic energy issues raised in the submissions received are addressed in national and county based policy; the South Dublin SEAP was prepared having regard to such policy. Specific energy issues raised in the submissions received can be addressed in the roll-out of individual SEAP actions, with particular regard to domestic energy use, renewable energy alternatives and behavioural change campaigns. As such, no amendments to the South Dublin SEAP have been made following the outcome of the public consultation process.

SEAP Actions have been structured under the principles of Record, Reduce and Replace and showcase and build on SDCC experience and expertise to date in: implementing energy efficiency / refurbishment projects, renewable energy pilot projects, community engagement programmes and building sustainable communities. Through the implementation of SEAP Actions across all sectors, the Council is committed to addressing the energy challenge from local to County level, in order to reach 2020 energy targets. The Council has set up an Energy Team that will be involved in the roll-out of SEAP Actions across sectors and also to monitor the progress of the South Dublin SEAP. 

Covenant of Mayors
South Dublin County Council signed up to the Covenant of Mayors on Monday 11th June 2012. The Covenant of Mayors is an initiative of the European Commission that brings together Mayors from across Europe, in a shared, voluntary commitment to reduce CO2 emissions by a minimum target of 20% by 2020. By signing up to the Covenant of Mayors, the Council is also committing to submitting a SEAP (which has been approved by the Members of SDCC) for verification by the Covenant of Mayors office.

Following the submission of the South Dublin SEAP to the Covenant of Mayors Office, the Council is also committed to monitoring the progress of the SEAP on a regular basis and reporting to the Covenant of Mayors every two years on the progress of SEAP Action implementation, energy consumption savings and CO2 reductions achieved in pursuit of reaching 2020 energy targets.

It is now before this Council to approve the South Dublin Sustainable Energy Action Plan and submit it to the Covenant of Mayors (CoM) office for verification.”  

Public Consultation – Managers Report 


South Dublin SEAP
SEAP Presentation 

Councillors W. Lavelle, C. Jones, D. Looney and C. King all spoke in favour of the Action Plan.  Councillor C. King congratulated the management team on their work on the Plan.

It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:
“That South Dublin County Council approve the South Dublin Sustainable Energy Action Plan and submit it to the Covenant of Mayors (CoM) office for verification.”

H9/0513
SECTION 85 AGREEMENT UNDER THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2001 WITH KILDARE COUNTY COUNCIL IN RELATION TO:
a)   Repairs to Sean Walsh Footbridge (N81)

b)   Repairs to Pedestrian Footbridge over the M50 in the Vicinity of the
      National Basketball Arena
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was presented by Ms L. Leonard, Senior Executive Officer, and was CONSIDERED:
 “The following report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) held on 29th April 2013.  Following consideration of the report the Committee recommended that the Council enter into a Section 85 Agreement under the Local Government Act 2001 with Kildare County Council whereby Kildare County Council will carry out these works.

"SECTION 85 AGREEMENT UNDER THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2001 WITH KILDARE COUNTY COUNCIL 
a) REPAIRS TO SEAN WALSH FOOTBRIDGE (N81)
b) REPAIRS TO PEDESTRIAN FOOTBRIDGE OVER THE M50 IN THE VICINITY OF THE NATIONAL BASKETBALL ARENA 
REPLY:
1.0              Introduction
“The National Road Authorities Regional Bridge Manager for Leinster who is employed by Kildare County Council and is based in the National Roads Office in Kildare has identified the need to carry out rehabilitation works on the following structures;

Kildare County Council
1.    KE-M09-056.00        Hillsborough Road Bridge
2.    KE-M07-039.00        Maudlings Interchange Bridge

South Dublin County Council
3.   SD-M50-016.00         National Basketball Arena Footbridge
4.   SD-N81-004.00         Sean Walsh Memorial Footbridge

Dunlaoghaire/Rathdown County Council
5.   DR-M11-004.40         Shankill Overbridge
6. DR-M11-004.00           Ballybride Road Footbridge

Wicklow County Council
7. WW-N11-060.00         Kilmacanogue Footbridge

Westmeath County Council
8.  WH-N06-001.00         Athlone Bridge

2.0              Proposal
It is proposed by the National Roads Authority to replace expansion joints, waterproofing and resurfacing on the two bridges located in the Administrative Area of South Dublin County Council under a single works contract for the following reasons:-

a)                  Considerable cost savings would be made if all works were carried out under a single works contract i.e. economies of scale.

b)                  Considerable cost saving would be made in design and procurement as only one Tendering process would be required as opposed to three for a contract let by the three individual Local Authorities

c)                  There would be considerable time savings as a consequence of only having to go through a single tendering process and only having to assess a single contractor for the role of Project Supervisor Construction Stage.

d)                  There would be considerable time savings as a consequence of only having to assess a single Consultant for the role of Project Supervisor Design Process. This appointment will be made by the lead Authority, Kildare County Council.

It is the view of the National Roads Authority that Kildare County Council are best placed to Administer this contract. The NRA Regional Bridge Manager, who is also the Project Manager for this scheme, is an employee of Kildare County Council and is based in the National Roads Office of Kildare County Council.

It is recommended that the Council enter into AGREEMENT with Kildare County Council in accordance with the provisions of Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001, whereby Kildare County Council will carry out these works.”
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor D. Looney and RESOLVED:

“That the Council enter into AGREEMENT with Kildare County Council in accordance with the provisions of Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001, whereby Kildare County Council will carry out the works as outlined in the foregoing report.”

H10/0513    VILLAGES INITIATIVE
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was presented by the County Manager Ms P. Poole and was CONSIDERED:
“The Council agreed as part of the part of the budget process to allocate funds for the development of designated villages within the county.  The primary purpose of this fund was to drive initiatives which would result in an increase in footfall in the villages and thus drive economic development – retail and tourism in particular. Work with Village Based Groups has been on-going and regular reports on the process and the work have been put to the Corporate Policy Group on a monthly basis.

In February 2013 the CPG agreed a call for proposals under a number of headings:-

· Walking Routes 

· Heritage Buildings and Features 

· Public Realm Focal Points 

· Public Realm Blackspots 

· Painting and Signage 

· Branding 

· Festivals and Markets

Call for proposals have issued and it is proposed to bring a comprehensive report to each of the Area Meetings in May with a view to a recommendation coming before the June Council Meeting.

In the meantime the Tidy Towns elements of the work is progressing at significant pace and in order to support and encourage this work it is proposed to provide match-funding on a county wide basis to each of the designated Tidy Town Village Groups under the Village Initiative.  It is recommended that a grant of €3,000 be approved to each of the eight villages

· Rathfarnham 

· Templeogue 

· Clondalkin 

· Lucan 

· Rathcoole 

· Newcastle 

· Palmerston 

· Saggart”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave, W. Lavelle, E. Coburn, J. Lahart, P. Kearns, E. Higgins, G. O’Connell, B. Bonner, T. Delaney, E. Tuffy and M. Devine. 

Councillor C. King stated that he agreed with the previous speakers sentiments and  that the Initiative was fostering the spirit of volunteerism.  He commended Councillors E. Coburn and W. Lavelle for starting the process, they had put in a huge amount of work to the project.  Councillor King reminded Members that it is proposed to bring a comprehensive report to each of the Area Meetings in May with a view to a recommendation coming before the June Council meeting.

The report was NOTED.
CORRESPONDENCE
Departmental

Co1/0513  
Letter, dated 22/04/13, from Department of Environment, Community & Local Government regarding Supplementary Allocations for Housing Adaptation Grant Schemes for Older People and People with a Disability – 2013.


Ministerial

Co2/0513
Letter, dated 03/05/13, from Minister for Social Protection regarding SDCC's motion passed in relation to the JobBridge Scheme (M6/0413)

Other

Co3/0513
Letter, dated 27/03/13, from Waterford County Council regarding their motion passed in relation to education cuts which directly affect Waterford College of Further Education

Co4/0513
Letter, dated 22/04/13, from North Tipperary County Council regarding their follow-up letter sent to Minister for Environment in relation to previous correspondence on rates, particularly in relation to rural public houses
Co5/0513
Letter from Monaghan Town Council dated 03/05/13 regarding their motions passed in relation to (a) regulation of packaging materials with a view to reducing amount of packaging used, and (b) length of jail sentence for persons who leave the scene of a fatal road accident

Co6/0513
Letter, dated 07/05/13, from Louth County Council regarding their motion passed in relation to assessing persons who have left the family home owing to relationship breakdown
The Mayor Councillor C. King drew the Members attention to the first item of correspondence (Co1), stating that the Manager has been in discussions with the Minister, and that the funding was noted.  
The above letters were then NOTED.


MOTIONS
M1/0513     GREEN WASTE
 It was proposed Councillor T. Gilligan, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:
“That this Council initiates a compost waste recycling scheme whereby residents can drop off produce that could be used for composting, gardening throughout different parks in the county, Séan Walsh Park, Corkagh Park.”
REPORT:
“The Council provides a facility for residents to dispose of green waste at the Civic and Amenity Centre in Ballymount. In addition, the companies providing household waste services in the county are required to provide a brown bin through which residents can dispose of green waste.

The proposed facilities would be waste facilities and would be subject to the full regulatory requirements of licensing, monitoring and capital investment. Experience in this county has shown such facilities to be non viable in the past.

The Council has no plans to introduce such facilities over and above what has been provided already.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Gilligan, E. Tuffy, P. Kearns, J. Lahart, G. O’Connell, M. Devine, C. Brophy, C. Jones, and P. Cosgrave.  Councillor Lahart stated that he supported the motion, Councillor O’Connell said he welcomed the motion and Councillor Tuffy said he could see merit in the motion.  Councillors C. Brophy, C. Jones and P. Cosgrave stated that they would not be supporting the motion.
Director of Environmental Services Mr. J. Quinlivan responded to the Members comments, stating that government policy is the 3-bin system and promotes the use of the brown bin for disposal of green waste.  He told the Members that the Esker facility, which was fully licensed, had cost €2.6 million to run over the four-period up to 2009, and had taken in €600,000 in income in the same period, which is why it was closed down.

The report was NOTED.

M2/0513
PIETA HOUSE

The following motion in the name of Councillor C. Jones was MOVED and RE-ENTERED:

“That this Council will support the organisation Pieta House in establishing suitable premises in a central location within the County Town.”
Having regard to the subject matter it was AGREED to take Motion Nos. 3 (M3) and 5 (M5) together:
M3/0513
ILLEGAL SIGNAGE 

It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded Councillor C. Brophy:
“That this Council with the aid of a report on (1) How many fines were issued (2) how many posters were removed, discuss what further action can be taken in relation to the huge increase in illegal postering in the county”
REPORT:
“During the period January to April 2013 a total of 111 Fixed Penalty Notices (OSF)  pursuant to Section 28 of the Litter Pollution Act l997 in relation to illegal signage issued within administrative area of SDCC.  In the case of serial  litter polluters,  it is the policy of this Council  to pursue direct prosecutions proceedings pursuant to Section 25 of the Litter Pollution Act , which proceedings carry a higher financial penalty if convicted through the courts. Recent prosecutions have proved successful in courts with convictions secured.

Illegal signage where the signage impinges on the visibility of safety of the Council's network of roads and footpaths are removed by the Council's Roads Department.

The Council's Enforcement and Licensing Division has and continues to actively enforce the provisions of the Litter Pollution Act  l997 in relation to illegal signage and other offences under the Litter Pollution Act and Waste Management Acts, l996, as amended.”
M5/0513
ILLEGAL SIGNS 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Brophy, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns:
“That this Council condemns the practice of illegal commercial postering and that the Manager reports on what prosecutions and fines have been levied for illegal postering throughout the entire county in the last few months. Can the Manager also provide details on what percentage of these fines have been paid and or prosecutions for non payment issued.”
REPORT:
“During the period January to April 2013 a total of 111 Fixed Penalty Notices (OSFs) pursuant to Section 28 of the Litter Pollution Act, l997 have been issued in relation to illegal signage in South Dublin County Council's administrative area.  Of this,  a total of 42 fines have been paid to date.  No prosecutions have yet been taken against any of these alleged polluters, as in general it takes approximately 4 months for an unpaid fine to come before the courts..  

In the period January to April 2013 a total of 11 fines were referred to the courts for prosecution, 4 convictions were secured and 7 paid their fines just prior to the court date.  These results are from Fixed Penalty Notices fixed penalty notices issued for illegal signage in 2012.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors P. Kearns, C. Brophy, J. Lahart, C. Jones and G. O’Connell.

Director of Environmental Services Mr. J. Quinlivan stated that in any given week the council removes approximately 100 signs around the county.  In response to Members concerns, he stated that it is legal for a local authority, having given notice, to enter onto private property to remove illegal signs.
The reports at M3/0513 and M5/0513 were NOTED.
M4/0513
E-CENTRES

The following motion in the name of Councillor W. Lavelle was MOVED and RE-ENTERED:  
“That this Council welcomes the CCMA report ‘Supporting Enterprise, Local Development and Economic Growth:  Analysis of Local Authority Activities for 2012’; and notes the work of certain local authorities in developing enterprise centres, as well as newer models of ‘E Centres’ and ‘E-Work Centres’; and requests the Manager to examine the feasibility of establishing an ‘E Centre’ or similar model in this County, in particular in areas not currently serviced by an enterprise centre, learning from the models outlined in the CCMA report which seek to “utilize existing vacant spaces in local towns” to facilitate "entrepreneurs starting their own businesses by providing e-working and ‘hot desking’ facilities at low cost in the community” and to provide “a focal point in the town for the community to drive employment initiatives.”
 M6/0513
HORSES

It was proposed by Councillor G. Kenny, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:
“That this elected body and South Dublin County Council urgently review its Control of Horses Act 1996 and its Bye-Laws in relation to the recent High Court judgment regarding the impounding of horses in the county. It calls on the Department of Agriculture to investigate South Dublin County Council's policy of the implementation of the Control of Horses Act and its Bye Laws over the last two years.”
REPORT:
“Members are aware that Management that the Council has committed to a review of the Bye Laws but that this process was necessarily delayed pending the outcome of the Judicial Review case referred to. Now that the ruling has been issued, its impact is being considered by the Council's Environmental Services and Law Departments and contact has also been made with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

Once the impact has been considered a decision will be made on how to best to proceed.”
Councillor Kenny stated that the recent court case quoted in his motion raises ethical issues in relation to the contractor and the Council.  He said that he was calling on his colleagues to support him in calling on the Department of Agriculture to investigate the council.

Councillor T. Ridge stated that she wants a sensible approach to the matter, she believes that Cllr Kenny is sincere in trying to get the matter settled but that she would not support the wording of his motion as such.  She suggested a full report be brought to the next Council meeting in regard to the council’s responsibility to the matter of loose horses.
Councillor M. Corr stated that she supports Councillor Kenny’s motion regarding the care of horses.  Councillor P. Cosgrave supported the motion as the problem needs to be sorted out.  Councillor J. Lahart stated that Councillor Kenny is very passionate in defense of horse owners but that Councillor Ridge’s suggestion is probably a sensible one, to wait for a report.  Councillor E. Tuffy admired Councillor Kenny’s commitment to the issue and fully supports the first sentence, but stated that if the motion is passed the council cannot progress the matter much further.  Councillor.  Devine acknowledged Councillor Kenny’s sincerity.
Director of Environmental Services Mr. J. Quinlivan stated that, on a point of clarification, the judgment does not mean the council needs to review the bye-laws; it just means that council cannot insist on payment prior to releasing horses but may pursue payment if necessary through the courts.  He said that the judge called on the Department of Agriculture to investigate the circumstances of a particular case, and that the council cannot answer for what investigation the Department intend to carry out.  Council is awaiting assessment of the legal case and will then re-assess the Control of Horses Bye-Laws.
Councillor G. Kenny spoke again to say that he has no confidence in the council’s contractor, and that the Control of Horses Act is income discriminatory in some ways.  He wanted to know if horses seized by the council were re-homed or destroyed.

Director of Environmental Services Mr. J. Quinlivan responded, saying that horse owners must have a license which must be produced before a horse will be released, and that there have been a few cases where horses were not licensed.    
Councillor P. Cosgrave stated that if the Department of Agriculture deems it necessary to investigate, they will do so.

A vote was taken by a show of hands and the result was as follows:

FOR:

5 (Five)
AGAINST:
7 (Seven)
ABSTAIN:
5 (Five)
The Motion was LOST.
M7/0513
ILLEGAL DUMPING 

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Devine:
“That this Council supports stronger measures in combating the scourge of littering and illegal dumping, including increased penalties and expanded community service requirements for offenders supported either by statute or legislation; and that this Council calls on the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government to support this local authority and others in the battle against litter and dumping by liaising with the Data Protection Commissioner and, if necessary, seeking amendments to the Data Protection Act to allow for the naming and shaming of those engaged in such practices.”
REPORT:
“The Council is continuing to deal with littering and illegal dumping throughout the County through the enforcement of the Litter Pollution Act 1997, as amended and the Waste Management Act 1996, as amended. 1165 fines were issued in 2012, an increase of 63% on 2011. Quarterly Reports presented to Area Committee Meetings advise Members on the numerous other activities under the Council's Litter Management Plan.

Should the motion be passed, a letter will issue to the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government advising of the content.”
Councillor Looney quoted from a recent report to an Area Committee meeting which stated that in a recent eight-day period, in 31 locations, 10 tonnes of material were collected in the Dublin 24 area.  For every 3 complaints 1 fine was issued. If a person litters in South Dublin they should know they will be caught, fined and named and shamed.  

A discussion followed to which Councillors Devine, Bond, Jones, Walsh and Corr all contributed.  Councillor P. Kearns in supporting the motion said that the cost to South Dublin County Council per day to deal with illegal dumping is €80,000.  Some Councillors suggested the use of Smartphone technology to aid in catching persons dumping illegally.

Director of Services Mr. J. Quinlivan responded that naming and shaming is inconsistent with the data protection commissioner.  Evidence cannot always be found, but a good relationship with communities helps with investigations.  In harnessing Smartphone technology the council has to be discreet, however we do have systems in place such as fixyourstreet to deal with reports of littering.
The motion was AGREED.

M8/0513
SMEs
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Cllr. King;
“That  this Council notes that  EU based evidence shows that the majority of new jobs are created by SMEs in the first 6 years or so of their existence, acknowledges the commitment of the Manager and her staff to supporting and promoting economic development and job creation/protection, recommends to the Manager, that the Council, in co-operation with the CEB, the CDB, South Dublin Chamber of Commerce, ITT Dublin and Enterprise Ireland,  organize, in the next 6 months a Seminar/Conference for SMEs, and start-up businesses which will have as a main objective the provision of information on all aspects of supporting and growing small businesses, including financial supports by banks, government and the EU, R& D, employee training and development and training, and marketing.”
REPORT:
“The following report was presented to the April Council meeting :

"In response to the current economic climate and Government Policy, in particular, the Action Plan for Jobs and 'Putting People first', this Council continues to undertake a wide range of actions in support of economic development. At the Council meeting in October 2012 Headed Item 15 Supporting economic recovery and jobs  locally detailed existing and planned business supports across the sector and specifically in South Dublin County
These actions include :
· The development of an economic strategy for the County. (Agreed at December 2012 Council meeting) 
· The consequent development of an action plan. (Also agreed at December 2012 Council meeting). 
· The ongoing work of a sub group of the Planning and Development SPC. 
·  Support for the sustaining business executive, (under the Sustaining & Developing Business Programme),  in conjunction with South Dublin Chamber. 
·  Ongoing support and assistance for the IEN, including the ongoing creation of work space in a central area within County Hall. 
· The interagency approach involving the relevant stakeholders embedded in the economic subgroup of the CDB. 
· The physical presence of the CEB in County Hall and the progress made on the concept of an "Innovation Hub" in that public area. 
· Ongoing development work for the creation of the Local Enterprise Office (LEO), this will build on the existing physical presence of the CEB in County Hall.  
· The working relationships established with local agencies, business and national bodies through the "Sustaining and developing business programme". 
·  Ongoing support for local business through the development of specific activities in the County libraries. 
· Social media and other form of IT training for members of the IEZ and other interested parties. 
·  A full monthly update on the Council's Strategic Support towards business development and survival is provided at the Corporate Policy Group Meetings at the following link.
In terms of employment initiatives the Council will continue to work with all relevant stakeholders through the County Development Board and the County Social Inclusion Measures group in promoting and developing programmes in accordance with Government strategy leading to alignment of skills with enterprise needs. Particularly the Council will work closely with the Local Development Companies, Dodder Valley and CPLN, in the co-ordinated delivery of their Strategies and Action Plans in meeting the goals of the LCDP and specifically in relation to access to training towards job readiness and supporting local enterprise.

In relation to support for economic development and job creation this forms a central element of the work of the Planning and Development SPC which has formed a sub-group to work on the delivery of the action plan resulting from the County Economic Strategy. The next meeting of the sub-group is scheduled for 18th April and will be the subject of a report to the Economic Development, including Planning, SPC on 29th May. Should the Motion be passed the proposal in the Motion that a special meeting be held could be considered at the O & P & F on 23rd May. If so, it is recommended that the date be scheduled after the May SPC meeting to allow consideration of the sub group report."
Following discussion on the above report it was agreed at the April Council meeting that, following the submission and consideration of a report from the SPC Working Group to the May meeting of the Economic Development SPC, all members would be invited to the September meeting of that SPC, to review progress on the Strategy. It is recommended that the suggested seminar, and an outline for same, as set out in the Motion, be discussed at the SPC. If agreed, support for same will be sought from the appropriate organisations.”
Councillor E. Tuffy stated he was pleased with the reply provided, and that this county is doing very well with employment initiatives and economic developments.
The motion was AGREED.

M9/0513
AGE FRIENDLY COUNTY 

 It was proposed by Councillor E. Higgins, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“That the Manager provide an update on the proactive initiatives being undertaken by the Council as a response to the Age Friendly County Strategy, with particular emphasis on community outreach and involvement.”
REPORT:
“In October this year South Dublin received its designation as a WHO Age Friendly County.  This followed an in-depth consultation process with older people and agencies and the development of the Age Friendly Strategy by the Age Friendly County Alliance. The strategy includes details of the many projects and initiatives aimed at improving the quality of life of older people that are already in place such as the annual Bealtaine Festival, the new exercise equipment in our Parks, and the many projects and events that take place in our libraries across the County. The strategy also includes details of plans for the future, including the establishment of an Older Person’s Forum, a Business of Ageing Forum, and the development of Age Friendly Towns and Businesses across South Dublin. Throughout the process it was clear that the people of this County are living longer and healthier lives and want to be active in their communities and make a contribution. The actions included in the Age Friendly County Strategy will ensure that South Dublin continues to grow as a safe, healthy and positive place to live, and a great County in which to grow older. The workplan as presented to the March 2013 meeting is set out below. 

Two additional updates are as follows:

Age Friendly Town Project:
Work is ongoing on the development of an Age Friendly Town Plan for Rathcoole. Information on the initiative has been circulated to all homes in the area through the Rathcoole Community Council Newsletter. A public meeting was held on April 16th in Rathcoole Community Centre and residents were invited to highlight the issues affecting the quality of life of older people living, working, socialising and doing business in Rathcoole. Further consultation sessions will be held throughout the summer and the information gathered will feed into the development of the plan. Volunteers are being sought to conduct a walkability survey of Rathcoole. Several residents have already come forward and it is expected this will take place over the month of May. 

Tús Nua – The Older Person’s Council for South Dublin
The Older Person’s Forum have agreed a name for their group; Tús Nua – The Older Person’s Council for South Dublin. This name has been chosen to reflect the new phase of life that members are entering. The group are committed to improving communication between older people and community groups and service providers. They will also be involved in ensuring that the voices of older people are being heard when policies are being formed and when decisions are being taken. Tús Nua held their first public event on May 1st 2013 to coincide with the launch of the Bealtaine Festival in Tallaght Stadium. The event, an information fair, attracted over 300 attendees and was a great opportunity for exhibitors to meet other groups and organisations from across the County. Exhibitors included St. Mark’s Silver Surfers, St. Dominic’s Community Centre, Tallaght Men’s Shed, Tallaght Hospital, An Garda Síochána, South Dublin County Volunteer Centre, South Dublin Senior Citizen’s Club and South Dublin County Sports Partnership. 

Workplan:

	Theme
	Action
	Partners
	Outcome
	               Update

	Transportation
	Older Person’s Forum Representative on local public Transport Committees
	Older Person’s Forum Dublin Bus, Veolia, An Garda Síochána, SDCC
	Older People’s issues voiced  at Local Public Transport Committees
	Older Person’s Forum representative not nominated to date

	Transportation
	Possibility for volunteer drivers and appointment pals for hospital outpatients to be explored
	Care Local, South Dublin County Volunteer Centre, Other NGOs
	Feasibility of developing new service to be established
	Care Local currently rolling out programmes in South Dublin 

	  Transportation
	South Dublin Chamber to explore ways for businesses to engage in assisting the mobility of customers
	South Dublin Chamber, Older Person’s Forum, Local Businesses
	Improved services for older people and potential increase in business for local service providers
	Website / app under development by South Dublin Chamber – to be launched in March

	Housing
	Explore the possibility of establishing a committee to respond to the needs of older people in emergencies such as extreme weather conditions
	SDCC, An Garda Síochána
	Improved sense of security for older people in their homes, and improved coordination of services in emergencies
	On the agenda of the next meeting of the Service Provider’s Forum – committee may be established as a sub group 

	Housing
	Explore the possibility of a Garda text alert service for older people
	An Garda Síochána
	Improved communication and security for older people living in the County
	No update 

	Community Support and Health Services
	Continued roll out of Primary Care Teams across the County
	HSE
	Improved coordination of health and social services 
	Roll out continuing – the possibility of mapping primary care teams in the County is being explored.  

	
	
	
	
	           

	Community Support and Health Services
	Frail Elderly Programme in Tallaght Hospital 
	Tallaght Hospital 
	Improved experience for older people attending Tallaght Hospital
	Programme has commenced

	Community Support and Health Services
	Establish a Service Provider’s Forum in South Dublin County
	HSE, SDCC, An Garda Síochána, 
	Improved coordination of services, sharing of information and use of resources across the County
	Group continues to meet

	Community Support and Health Services
	Establish a dementia friendly community in South Dublin
	The Alzheimer’s Society, The Ageing Well Network
	Improved services and improved awareness of the needs of people with dementia those who care for them
	Work on developing dementia friendly communities in South Dublin is ongoing 

	Respect, Social Inclusion and Participation
	Older Person’s Forum to become involved in Bealtaine Festival and Social Inclusion Week
	Older Person’s Forum, SDCC Community Services Department
	Increased input of older people in the organisation and events 
	Older Person’s Forum to  organise an information sharing event to take place on May 1st at the launch of the annual Bealtaine celebrations

	Respect, Social Inclusion and Participation
	Panel of Older People to be established to work on the South Dublin Business Advice Line Initiative 
	South Dublin Chamber
	New volunteering opportunity for older people who wish to share their skills and experience
	This initiative is currently being developed in conjunction with the Ryan Institute

	Respect, Social Inclusion and Participation
	Learning Circles for recently retired business people to be established
	South Dublin Chamber
	Older People available to advise business people on how to thrive in a recession
	This initiative is currently being developed in conjunction with the Ryan Institute

	
	
	
	
	              

	Civic Participation and Employment
	100 Older People to be recruited as County Ambassadors as part of the Gathering South Dublin 2013
	South Dublin Tourism, South Dublin County Volunteer Centre
	New volunteering opportunity for 100 Older People developed 
	40 volunteers have been recruited to date – training is scheduled to take place in early April

	Civic Participation and Employment
	Pre retirement courses to be provided by the Retirement Council of Ireland
	Retirement Council of Ireland, Ageing Well Network
	Older People to be given the opportunity to better prepare for retirement
	To be provided at Bealtaine event on May 1st, 2013

	Civic Participation and Employment
	Courses for older workers and employers of older workers
	South Dublin Chamber
	Better awareness of the needs of older workers in the workplace 
	To be developed

	Civic Participation and Employment
	Business of Ageing Forum to be established in South Dublin County to include an Age Friendly Business recognition scheme
	South Dublin Chamber, Ageing Well Network
	Increased awareness of the needs of Older People using local business and services 
	Pilot programme to commence in Liffey Valley Shopping Centre in March 2013

	Communication and Information
	Recommendations from the NALA Literacy Audit of SDCC to be followed up, including training for frontline staff to assist customers with literacy and numeracy difficulties. 
	SDCC
	Improved customer services 
	Recommendations from report are being implemented by SDCC and staff training is taking place

	Communication and Information
	South Dublin County Older Person’s Forum to be established
	SDCC, Ageing Well Network
	New opportunity for older people to be involved in decision making and influencing policy in the County
	Older Person’s Forum executive continues to meet and some new members have joined. A whole forum event is being planned for May 1st.

	
	
	
	
	               

	Communication and Information
	Improved communications about special offers and services for older people from businesses in the County
	South Dublin Chamber, Older Person’s Forum
	Increase in the number of older people using local businesses and services
	Website and app to be launched by South Dublin Chamber in April 2013”


The motion was MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE.
M10/0513   CRUELTY TO ANIMALS
As Councillor T. Gilligan was not in the Chamber the following motion FELL in accordance with Standing Order 20:

“That this council calls on the minister for agriculture to establish a "Cruelty to Animals" register in an effort to combat a surge in dog-nappings in recent weeks.”
M11/0513   MAINTENANCE OF PUBLIC REALM
The following motion in the name of Councillor W. Lavelle was MOVED and RE-ENTERED:  
“To ask the Manager to present a detailed report, for discussion, on the ongoing reforms of the organisation and operation of outdoor staff, with a view to delivering more integrated and effective services in the area of public realm maintenance and improvement, in particular with respect to litter management?”
The meeting concluded at 6.30 p.m.
Signature: _____________________________



Mayor

Date: _________________________________
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