COMHAIRLE CONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting of the Lucan Area Committee dealing with Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Water & Drainage, Planning, Roads, Development, Corporate Services and Library Business held on 23rd April 2013.

	PRESENT

	COUNCILLORS

	E. Higgins

	C. Jones

	W. Lavelle

	G. O’Connell

	E. Tuffy


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor E. Tuffy presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT


	Senior Executive Officer
	L. Leonard, W. Sheils, M. Maguire, H. Hogan

	County Librarian
	G. Byrne

	Senior Engineer
	D. Finch, T. O’Grady.

	Senior Planner
	P. Hogan

	Senior Executive Planner
	J. Johnston

	Senior Executive Engineer
	D. Lakes, J. O’Connor

	Senior Executive Parks Superintendent
	M. Hannon, D. Fennell

	Public Realm Designer
	S. Furlong

	Administrative Officer
	T. Curtin

	A/Senior Staff Officer
	C. Malone.

	Clerical Officer
	A. Shaw.


L/209/13 CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

HEADED-ITEM (1) 





Item ID: 35596
The Minutes of the Lucan Area Committee dealing with Libraries, Corporate Services, Housing, Community, Environment, Parks, Roads, Water & Drainage, Planning and Development Business, held on 26th March 2013, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor C. Jones and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Lucan Area Committee Meeting held on 26th March 2013 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

Community

L/210/13 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor E. Higgins and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Question number 1 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

L/211/13 PALMERSTON ALLOTMENTS

QUESTION (1): Councillor E. Tuffy  



Item ID: 35660 

"To ask the Manager, noting the report on Motion (6) of the Lucan Area Committee Meeting of 26th February 2013 re a possible project involving young people living in Palmerston working with Allotment Holders, if the Community Department has made any progress in assessing the proposed project, and to suggest that the Council might contact the Principal of Palmerstown Community School regarding the possibility be run as a Transition Year Project with the school?"
REPLY:
The Community team will engage with the local youth services, Foróige, to gauge the level of interest and feasibility of linking young people in the area with the allotment holders. However the new legislation around child protection may inhibit their interaction. Clarification will have to be sought to determine if Garda vetting would be required. Contact will be made with the Principal of Palmerston Community School to examine the Transition Year option. 

L/212/13 Application for Grants

HEADED ITEM (2): Community Services 


 Item ID: 35597 

Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer, presented the following report:-

“Application for Grants

Report on Summer Projects 2013
Summer Projects are aimed at providing a supervised programme of recreational and educational activities for young people over a consecutive number of weeks in the summer period. Emphasis is placed on community involvement and the development of resources and groups within localities. A wide range of activities are encouraged such as arts & crafts, sports, educational trips, drama, films, games etc. The use of available community facilities (schools, community centres, halls, open spaces) is also encouraged.

South Dublin County Council assists Summer Projects in the County area by way of grant-aid, assistance in kind, organised activities and staff support. In 2013 it is estimated that approximately 6,000 young people in the Council’s administrative area will participate in projects.

County Dublin V.E.C has agreed to continue their financial support to Summer Projects for the year 2013. These grants will be complementary to the above resulting in co-ordination between the two authorities, ensuring there is added value from this approach. 

Catholic Youth Care provides insurance cover for Summer Projects.  

It should be noted that in some cases the necessary insurance cost will be deducted from the grant provided by South Dublin County Council and will be paid directly to Catholic Youth Care.
 
Name of Project: 

Duration of Project 

Grant Amount
Lucan Youth Fun



2 Weeks



€1,000
Balgaddy Summer Project

2 Weeks



€1,000

Adamstown Summer Project

2 Weeks



€1,000

Griffeen Summer Project

5 Weeks



€2,000

Griffeen CDG Summer Project
2 Weeks



€1,000

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and RESOLVED: 

“that this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the foregoing report.”

L/213/13  New Works

HEADED ITEM (3): Community Services  


Item ID: 35598 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/214/13 CORRESPONDENCE 

CORRESPONDENCE (1): Community Services  

Item ID: 35599 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/215/13 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS – PROVISION OF A SWIMMING POOL IN LUCAN
MOTION (1): 







Item ID: 35659 
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell.  

"That this Committee, noting the provision of Public Swimming Pools throughout the County, including new Council Swimming Pools in Tallaght and Clondalkin, proposes to the Manager that the provision of a Public Swimming Pool in Lucan, at the location already agreed beside Lucan Sports and Leisure Centre, be the top priority when the Manager is developing its proposals for the next round of funding from the Sports Capital Programme."
The following report by the Manager was READ:-
“The provision of a swimming pool in Lucan is the next stage in the delivery of The Council's Water Leisure Strategy (as amended).

Concept plans were prepared some time ago but this project is effectively in abeyance, like many other capital projects due to the economic/ financial climate. The most recent estimate provided by the County Architect was €10.8m which took account of more competitive pricing due to the major downturn in the Construction Sector.

A report on the 3 Year Rolling Capital Program 2013-2015 was presented at the November 2012 OP&F Meeting. Lucan Swimming Pool falls under the Category of 'Projects planned subject to funding'. As no funding has been identified no progress is projected in the medium term. The 3 Year Rolling Capital Program is subject to annual review and report to the full Council.

The previous elements of The Water Leisure Strategy were financed from a combination of Government Grant, Development Levy Receipts and Asset Disposal Receipts.

The Government Swimming Pool Grant Scheme has been closed for a considerable period and revenue from the latter sources has collapsed and is not expected to recover in the short to medium term. If the Government re-opened the Grant Scheme, the Council would still have a major difficulty in funding the balance. There would have to be certainty regarding the total funding of the project to support the submission of a grant application. Consideration would also have to be given to the consequential implications for the revenue budget resulting from the provision of such a facility.”
Following a contribution from Councillor E. Tuffy, Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

L/216/13 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE IN LUCAN
MOTION (2): 







Item ID: 35689 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell.
"That the Manager, regarding the Community Development Initiative in Lucan, will undertake to examine the community groups/activities that serve as revenue generators for the space that they occupy." 

The following report by the Manager was READ:-

“If the motion is passed, the staff working on the Lucan Initiative will be asked to examine this facet of club and group activities.”
Following contributions from Councillors C. Jones and W. Lavelle, Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised and the motion was AGREED.
L/217/13 FUND TO UPGRADE BOXING FACILITIES
MOTION (3): 







Item ID: 35690 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by G. O’Connell 
"That the Manager will give every support to clubs in Lucan and Palmerston in making applications to the Irish Amateur Boxing Association to avail of a share of the recently announced 1 million euro fund to upgrade boxing facilities." 

The following report by the Manager was READ:-
“The Minister of State for Tourism & Sport, Michael Ring announced a special allocation of 1 million capital funding to be administered by the Irish Amateur Boxing Association on 10th April 2013 'Eligible clubs will be able to make improvements to facilities like dressing rooms, showers, toilets and heating. There will be a particular focus on providing facilities for women boxers.

The Community Services Department will continue to assist all voluntary organisations and groups in sourcing funding to enhance the delivery of facilities and services.”   

Following contributions from Councillors C. Jones, G. O’Connell and E. Higgins, Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
Housing

L/218/13 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor E. Higgins and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Question numbers 2-4 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

L/219/13 FOXFORD COURT

QUESTION (2): Councillor C. Jones 



 Item ID: 35684 

"To ask the Manager for an update on recent events in Foxford Court?"
REPLY:
Foxford Court consists of 52 housing units in three blocks.  It was developed as an Affordable Housing Scheme in an agreement between South Dublin County Council and Newlyn Developments combining a site in the Council’s ownership with a site acquired by Newlyn with an existing planning permission.

In relation to Building Control (i.e. the actual physical construction of a structure and the quality of the build) this is regulated through a self certification process, in which the Local Authority has no direct involvement.  This is carried out under the Building Control Acts 1990 and 2007. In relation to Fire Safety within developments, the Chief Fire Officer of Dublin City Council on behalf of South Dublin County Council oversees compliance with fire safety standards; i.e. certification that the building was constructed in compliance with the Fire Safety Certificates which were submitted and approved prior to construction as being in compliance with Part B of the Building Regulations.  To clarify, Fire Safety is dealt with under a separate code and legislation to that of Planning.

Eligible applicants purchased the properties by private sale having fulfilled the criteria for eligibility under the Affordable Housing Scheme.  Opinions of Compliance in relation to Planning and Building Control, were provided by the developers and their agents in title deeds accompanying the sale by South Dublin County Council of the dwellings at Foxford Court.  South Dublin County Council transferred the Freehold Title to Foxford Court Management Company Limited on 1st June 2006 and accordingly the Management Company is now the registered owner.

In an initial response to fire-safety concerns raised by residents, South Dublin County Council advised that the Management Company contact the Developer in relation to the identification and remediation of defects and deal with the Chief Fire Officer to agree a strategy to address the issue.  The Chief Fire Officer was asked to advise on risk assessment and mitigation measures.  As the owner of three apartments, South Dublin County Council also committed to meeting with the Developer.

Since then the following steps have been taken –

· Surveys have taken place on an additional 5 dwellings in the scheme by Pro-Fire, Fire Safety Consultants employed by the Foxford Court Management Company.  This, with the initial survey of 2 dwellings carried out by OHSS and the survey of the 3 Council-owned dwellings by South Dublin County Council Architects Department, brings the total number of dwellings evaluated to 10 in all. 

· A meeting has been held with Directors of the Management Company and the Management Agent, Falcondale Ltd (including South Dublin County Council as owner of 3 dwellings) and the Directors have agreed to update all tenants on issues discussed and agreed. 

· A meeting has been held between the Developer and the Council at which the Developer expressed himself open to evaluating the problem and seeking a solution in partnership with the owners. 

· The site was visited and evaluated by a Fire Safety Officer from Dublin City Council Fire Brigade who confirmed he does not require evacuation of any dwellings subject to early advancement of the remedial works. 

· Overall it has been agreed between the parties involved that – 

1. A remedial strategy be identified by Pro-Fire for each of the apartment types in the scheme – i.e. apartment (Block C), ground floor apartment (Blocks A & B), 2-storey duplex (Blocks A & B) 

2. This strategy will be forwarded to the Fire Safety Section of Dublin City Council for earliest agreement.  

3. Costs for the remediation work will be established.  These calculations will commence immediately and the likely cost be finalised within the next few weeks. Funding sources will be examined and hopefully agreed when this stage is completed.  

4. Individual surveys of each dwelling will be carried out before the works are begun.  Each dwelling will require some level of remediation and the co-operation of owners and tenants will be required.  The works will be supervised and signed off by the fire Safety Consultant employed directly by, and acting solely on behalf of, the Management Company. 

L/220/13  FOXFORD COURT

QUESTION (3): Councillor E. Tuffy 



 Item ID: 35661 

"To ask the Manager for a full report on the role of the Council, in working with Newlyn Development, the Foxford Court, Lucan Management Company and individual unit owners, in having identified cases of non-compliance of the construction of the units with Fire Regulations rectified by the developer, and if she will make a statement on the matter?"
REPLY:
Foxford Court consists of 52 housing units in three blocks.  It was developed as an Affordable Housing Scheme in an agreement between South Dublin County Council and Newlyn Developments combining a site in the Council’s ownership with a site acquired by Newlyn with an existing planning permission.

In relation to Building Control (i.e. the actual physical construction of a structure and the quality of the build) this is regulated through a self certification process, in which the Local Authority has no direct involvement.  This is carried out under the Building Control Acts 1990 and 2007. In relation to Fire Safety within developments, the Chief Fire Officer of Dublin City Council on behalf of South Dublin County Council oversees compliance with fire safety standards; i.e. certification that the building was constructed in compliance with the Fire Safety Certificates which were submitted and approved prior to construction as being in compliance with Part B of the Building Regulations.  To clarify, Fire Safety is dealt with under a separate code and legislation to that of Planning.

Eligible applicants purchased the properties by private sale having fulfilled the criteria for eligibility under the Affordable Housing Scheme.  Opinions of Compliance in relation to Planning and Building Control, were provided by the developers and their agents in title deeds accompanying the sale by South Dublin County Council of the dwellings at Foxford Court.  South Dublin County Council transferred the Freehold Title to Foxford Court Management Company Limited on 1st June 2006 and accordingly the Management Company is now the registered owner.

In an initial response to fire-safety concerns raised by residents, South Dublin County Council advised that the Management Company contact the Developer in relation to the identification and remediation of defects and deal with the Chief Fire Officer to agree a strategy to address the issue.  The Chief Fire Officer was asked to advise on risk assessment and mitigation measures.  As the owner of three apartments, South Dublin County Council also committed to meeting with the Developer.

Since then the following steps have been taken –

· Surveys have taken place on an additional 5 dwellings in the scheme by Pro-Fire, Fire Safety Consultants employed by the Foxford Court Management Company.  This, with the initial survey of 2 dwellings carried out by OHSS and the survey of the 3 Council-owned dwellings by South Dublin County Council Architects Department, brings the total number of dwellings evaluated to 10 in all. 

· A meeting has been held with Directors of the Management Company and the Management Agent, Falcondale Ltd (including South Dublin County Council as owner of 3 dwellings) and the Directors have agreed to update all tenants on issues discussed and agreed. 

· meeting has been held between the Developer and the Council at which the Developer expressed himself open to evaluating the problem and seeking a solution in partnership with the owners. 

· The site was visited and evaluated by a Fire Safety Officer from Dublin City Council Fire Brigade who confirmed he does not require evacuation of any dwellings subject to early advancement of the remedial works. 

· Overall it has been agreed between the parties involved that – 

1. A remedial strategy be identified by Pro-Fire for each of the apartment types in the scheme – i.e. apartment (Block C), ground floor apartment (Blocks A & B), 2-storey duplex (Blocks A & B) 

2. This strategy will be forwarded to the Fire Safety Section of Dublin City Council for earliest agreement.  

3. Costs for the remediation work will be established.  These calculations will commence immediately and the likely cost be finalised within the next few weeks. Funding sources will be examined and hopefully agreed when this stage is completed.  

4. Individual surveys of each dwelling will be carried out before the works are begun.  Each dwelling will require some level of remediation and the co-operation of owners and tenants will be required.  The works will be supervised and signed off by the fire Safety Consultant employed directly by, and acting solely on behalf of, the Management Company. 

L/221/13 HOUSING UNITS FOR LEASE TO THE COUNCIL

QUESTION (4): Councillor E. Tuffy  



Item ID: 35668 

"To ask the Manager how many property owners, individuals,  builders and developers, have offered housing units for lease to the Council in the Lucan Electoral Area, since January 2011 and how many proposals from owners have been processed to conclusion by the Housing Department?"
REPLY:
Since January 2011, the Council has processed 201 expressions of interest from owners of private property in the Lucan electoral area for inclusion in the Social Housing Leasing Initiative. 

Each property was assessed for suitability in accordance with the Council requirements. As at 31/3/13, the Council has secured 40 properties in the Lucan electoral area under lease arrangements and these properties are now tenanted by persons from the Social Housing Waiting List. 

There are various reasons why expressions of interest do / did not proceeding to further processing stage.  These include:

· Property owner no longer interested when terms of the scheme and rents payable fully explained 

· Property located in an area where there is already in excess of 15% social housing 

· Property type unsuitable 

· Property did not meet leasing standards following an inspections  

A further 9 cases are currently in process.     

L/222/13 New Works

HEADED ITEM (4): Housing Department 


 Item ID: 35601 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/223/13 CORRESPONDENCE 

CORRESPONDENCE (2): Housing Department 

 Item ID: 35602 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/224/13 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

MOTION (4): Housing Department 



Item ID: 35603 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/225/13 FIRE SAFETY CONCERNS AT FOXFORD COURT

MOTION (5):







 Item ID: 35629 
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy  
"That this Area Committee requests the Manager to present a detailed report, for discussion, on efforts to resolve fire safety concerns at Foxford Court."

The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:-
Foxford Court consists of 52 housing units in three blocks.  It was developed as an Affordable Housing Scheme in an agreement between South Dublin County Council and Newlyn Developments combining a site in the Council’s ownership with a site acquired by Newlyn with an existing planning permission.

In relation to Building Control (i.e. the actual physical construction of a structure and the quality of the build) this is regulated through a self certification process, in which the Local Authority has no direct involvement.  This is carried out under the Building Control Acts 1990 and 2007. In relation to Fire Safety within developments, the Chief Fire Officer of Dublin City Council on behalf of South Dublin County Council oversees compliance with fire safety standards; i.e. certification that the building was constructed in compliance with the Fire Safety Certificates which were submitted and approved prior to construction as being in compliance with Part B of the Building Regulations.  To clarify, Fire Safety is dealt with under a separate code and legislation to that of Planning.

Eligible applicants purchased the properties by private sale having fulfilled the criteria for eligibility under the Affordable Housing Scheme.  Opinions of Compliance in relation to Planning and Building Control were provided by the developers and their agents in title deeds accompanying the sale by South Dublin County Council of the dwellings at Foxford Court.  South Dublin County Council transferred the Freehold Title to Foxford Court Management Company Limited on 1st June 2006 and accordingly the Management Company is now the registered owner.

In an initial response to fire-safety concerns raised by residents, South Dublin County Council advised that the Management Company contact the Developer in relation to the identification and remediation of defects and deal with the Chief Fire Officer to agree a strategy to address the issue.  The Chief Fire Officer was asked to advise on risk assessment and mitigation measures.  As the owner of three apartments, South Dublin County Council also committed to meeting with the Developer.

Since then the following steps have been taken –

· Surveys have taken place on an additional 5 dwellings in the scheme by Pro-Fire, Fire Safety Consultants employed by the Foxford Court Management Company.  This, with the initial survey of 2 dwellings carried out by OHSS and the survey of the 3 Council-owned dwellings by South Dublin County Council Architects Department, brings the total number of dwellings evaluated to 10 in all. 

· A meeting has been held with Directors of the Management Company and the Management Agent, Falcondale Ltd (including South Dublin County Council as owner of 3 dwellings) and the Directors have agreed to update all tenants on issues discussed and agreed. 

· A meeting has been held between the Developer and the Council at which the Developer expressed himself open to evaluating the problem and seeking a solution in partnership with the owners. 

· The site was visited and evaluated by a Fire Safety Officer from Dublin City Council Fire Brigade who confirmed he does not require evacuation of any dwellings subject to early advancement of the remedial works. 

· Overall it has been agreed between the parties involved that – 

1. A remedial strategy be identified by Pro-Fire for each of the apartment types in the scheme – i.e. apartment (Block C), ground floor apartment (Blocks A & B), 2-storey duplex (Blocks A & B) 

2. This strategy will be forwarded to the Fire Safety Section of Dublin City Council for earliest agreement.  

3. Costs for the remediation work will be established.  These calculations will commence immediately and the likely cost be finalised within the next few weeks. Funding sources will be examined and hopefully agreed when this stage is completed.  

4. Individual surveys of each dwelling will be carried out before the works are begun.  Each dwelling will require some level of remediation and the co-operation of owners and tenants will be required.  The works will be supervised and signed off by the fire Safety Consultant employed directly by, and acting solely on behalf of, the Management Company. 

Parks

L/226/13 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor E. Higgins and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Question numbers 5-7 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

L/227/13 OVERGROWN TREES ARTHUR GRIFFITH PARK

QUESTION (5): Councillor C. Jones 



 Item ID: 35685 

"To ask the Manager for an update on the issue of overgrown trees and problematic tree roots in Arthur Griffith Park?"
REPLY:
An inspection of the trees in Arthur Griffith Park is due to commence shortly with a view to determining (a) trees that require pruning (b) trees that require removal and (c) trees that require no work.  The Parks Section will be liaising with the Roads Department following the inspection and specifically in relation to footpath repairs as necessary.

L/228/13 KISSING GATES THROUGHOUT GRIFFEEN VALLEY PARK
QUESTION (6): Councillor W. Lavelle 



 Item ID: 35644 

"To ask the Manager for a detailed update on the review of kissing-gates in place throughout Griffeen Valley Park to ensure they are as cyclist-friendly as possible, as requested in my motion at the January meeting?"
REPLY:
Griffeen Valley Park (GVP) is comprised of four main areas as follows:

1.       GVP West – approximately 12.4 hectares.  Includes Weston Hockey Pitch and Lucan Harriers Running Track, etc.

2.       GVP North – approximately 29 hectares.  Include sports centre, tennis courts, playground, Skate Park, etc.

3.       GVP South – Approximately 10 hectares.  Includes constructed wetland and viewing mound.

4.       GVP Grange – Approximately 20 hectares.  Area designated for new parks depot.  Linked by bridges spanning the Grand Canal and the Iarnród Éireann rail line.

There are a total of 25 kissing gates at the various pedestrian entrances into the 4 sections of the park listed above.  The kissing gates are considered to be as cycle friendly as possible given the primary function for which they were installed.  That is to facilitate universal access to the park while deterring unauthorised vehicles and horses from gaining access to the park.  It was noted during the review of access points to the park that the short bridge which spans the ecological corridor to the south of GVP Grange does not have a kissing gate on it.  Security to the park at this location is provided by a row of bollards.  Unfortunately the bollards are not preventing horses from gaining access to the park and it was noted that there were a number of horses in the park at the time of inspection.   While there are no immediate plans to replace these bollards with a kissing gate this is being kept under review and is subject to change.

L/229/13 TAKING-IN-CHARGE OF OPEN SPACE ROSSBERY/TULLYHALL/HAYDENS PARK

QUESTION (7): Councillor W. Lavelle 



 Item ID: 35645 

"To ask the Manager for an update on the assessment and processing of legal documentation received relating to the taking-in-charge of open space at the access road to Rossberry, Tullyhall & Haydens Park estate; and to further ask if this area can be added to the grass-cutting rota?"
REPLY:
The legal documentation in relation to the taking in charge of the area concerned is currently being examined.  The inclusion of this area in the grass cutting schedule is subject to the legal documentation being in order.  The Elected Members will be updated on progress in the matter. In the meantime, the developer is responsible for the maintenence of the areas until such time as it is taken in charge by the Council.

L/230/13 New Works

HEADED ITEM (5): Parks Department  Item ID: 35604 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/231/13 CORRESPONDENCE 

CORRESPONDENCE (3): Parks Department  Item ID: 35605 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/232/13 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS-OPEN SPACES IN ESKER PARK

MOTION (6):







 Item ID: 35670 
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle 

"That this Committee notes concerns being expressed by some householders in the Esker Park area about the general upkeep of the public open spaces in the area, including grass verges and litter problems in this area and proposes that the Manager requests the relevant Department to carry out an inspection of the area and present a report for discussion by the Committee?"
The following report by the Manager was READ:-
“The open space in the Esker Park estate is maintained on a regular basis as part of the programme of works for the area.  This maintenance includes the collection of litter as required and the cutting of grass every three weeks.  The Council also cuts roadside verges on district distributor roads and outside public parks and open spaces as part of grass cutting operations. The Council does not cut roadside verges to the front or side of houses in housing estates.   

Willsbrook Park is the neighbourhood park nearest Esker Park estate.  The level of grass cutting maintenance in the park is considered to be good however the park does suffer from some antisocial activity including littering and graffiti in the vicinity of the N4 pedestrian bridge.  Litter cleaning operations are undertaken in the park as the need arises and it is proposed to move this to a more frequent schedule subject to the availability of resources.”
Following contributions from Councillors G. O’Connell and W. Lavelle, Mr. D. Fennell, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

L/233/13 SITE FOR CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA IN PALMERSTON

MOTION (7): 







Item ID: 35691 
It was proposed by Councillor G. O'Connell, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy 
"That, in conjunction with Palmerston Community Council and the local community, possible sites be identified for a Children’s Play Area in Palmerston and that these, together with possible costs and designs, be brought before this Committee at a predetermined date for consideration and recommendation."
The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:-
“Following from a discussion on the Review of the Play Policy that was presented to the Elected Members at the June 2012 Council Meeting it was agreed that the Playground Construction Programme would be amended to remove those which have now been constructed and to include those playgrounds that were promoted by the Elected Members in the years following from the adoption of the first Playground Construction Programme. The list of playgrounds to be included in the Programme is now amended to include these recommendations as follows: 

	Location
	Electoral Area
	Review

	Griffeen Valley Park (Grange Lands)
	Lucan 
	Part of 2007 – 2012 Programme A Part 8 proposal was advertised and adopted in June 2006. This proposal included for the provision of a playground as part of the development of the park

	Rathcoole Park
	Tallaght
	Part of 2007 – 2012 Programme Design work on playgrounds at Rathcoole Park is subject to identification of suitable sites

	Tymon Park
	Tallaght
	Part of 2007 – 2012 Programme A Part 8 proposal for a new playground to replace the old Tymon North playground at Tymon Park (adjacent to the Tymon North entrance to the park) was Noted by the Elected Members at the Council meeting in July 2011. 

	Corkagh Park 
	Clondalkin
	Part of 2007 – 2012 Programme Proposals to be formulated

	Waterstown Park, Liffey Valley
	Lucan
	Part 8 completed and adopted in 2003. Proposals to be formulated

	Hermitage Park
	Lucan
	Proposals to be formulated

	Ballyowen Park
	Lucan
	Proposals to be formulated

	Ballycragh Park
	Tallaght
	Proposals to be formulated

	St. Dominic’s Park
	Tallaght
	Proposals to be formulated

	Beechfield Park
	Tallaght
	Proposals to be formulated

	Woodstown Park
	Rathfarnham
	Proposals to be formulated

	Whitechurch Park
	Rathfarnham
	Proposals to be formulated


The advancement of a playground construction programme is subject to a scoping exercise having regard to a range of factors including sustainability, distribution of existing playgrounds in the area, proximity of a maintenance depot for routine maintenance and upkeep, Part 8 planning approval, as necessary and the identification of the necessary finance in the Capital Programme. 

It can be seen from the table above that there are four playgrounds listed for consideration in the Lucan Committee Area at Griffeen Valley Park (Part 8 approved), Waterstown Park (Part 8 approved), Ballyowen Park and Hermitage Park.  

The scoping exercise referred to is underway at present and using the parameters listed above to develop a county wide priority listing.  It is expected to have the report available for presentation to the Council in the near future.”

L/234/13 ACCESS TO LANDS ALONG LIFFEY VALLEY
MOTION (8):  







Item ID: 35529 
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy
"That this Area Committee:

NOTES conditions no. 2 & 3 attached to Bord Pleanála decision PL 06S.128044 (SDCC reg.ref. S01A/0539 - development of the Hermitage Clinic) which requires the transfer of ownership of lands along the River Liffey to the Council and the dedication to the council of a “public rights-of-way for future public access and maintenance” to these lands;

FURTHER NOTES the previously recorded concerns of the Park Department that “it is not possible to access the land itself due to the configuration of the road system provided by the hospital and the standard of road and pedestrian access constructed”; and the more recent concerns (March 2013) that “there is no physical access possible for plant and other equipment necessary to undertake any work on the land”;

RECOGNISES however that both the Development and Planning Departments nonetheless issued compliance on these planning conditions in 2005 and that the Planning Department previously advised this Committee that “enforcement is not considered necessary” with respect to this matter;

EXPRESSES its concern regarding the fragmented and disjointed approach across various departments of this Council in relation to the resolution of the issues involved;

RECOMMENDS: 

· that the Parks Department, with the active support of the Development and Planning Departments; prepare and implement a detailed cross-departmental action plan to secure a resolution of any and all outstanding barriers to the development and maintenance of these public lands and the provision of public access; and 

· that detailed reports be presented to this Committee, under headed items, at the June meeting (in relation to the prepared action plan) and again before the end of the year (on progress in implementing the action plan)."

The following report by the Manager was READ:-
“There is no fragmented or disjointed approach by the Council to the issue of the access to the public land along the River Liffey and to the rear of the Hermitage Hospital.  The Right of Way to the lands through the Hospital lands has been secured.  However, the means of accessing the lands has yet to be resolved between the Council and the Hospital Board and this process is continuing.

The development of these lands, as public parkland with access to the banks of the River Liffey, is an objective of the County Council. However, the resourcing of this project has to be considered in the context of competing demands for the limited resources available to the Council. 

The Elected Members will be updated on progress on the matter.”

Following contributions from Councillors W. Lavelle, E. Higgins and E. Tuffy, Mr. M. Hannon, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to present a further report in June.

L/235/13 EXERCISE EQUIPMENT IN COUNCIL PARKS 

MOTION (9):  







Item ID: 35676 
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor E. Higgins
"That this Committee compliments the Parks Department on the success of the exercise equipment installed in Parks in the Lucan Electoral Area, and asks if funding is available for the implementation of any further such projects in 2013?"
The following report by the Manager was READ:-
“The provision of the outdoor exercise equipment in eleven parks throughout the county has proven to be very successful as evidenced by the amount of activity and use by people of all ages.  The parks within the Lucan Electoral Area where the equipment was installed are Griffeen Valley Park, Hermitage Park/Mount Andrew and Waterstown Park.  While there are no current plans to implement similar projects at other locations within the county, this will be reviewed in the event that funding becomes available.”   

Following contributions from Councillors E. Tuffy and E. Higgins, Mr. D. Fennell, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
L/236/13 EXAMINATION OF TREES IN WATERSTOWN PARK
MOTION (10): 







Item ID: 35654 
It was proposed by Councillor G. O'Connell, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy  
"That the three trees on Waterstown Park, close to Waterstown Close be examined and if found to be past their life span or diseased that they be removed as they both block the light from the neighbouring home and are in danger of falling."
The following report by the Manager was READ:-
“Arrangements are being made to have a full inspection of the trees in question carried out to establish their condition. Once the results of the inspection are known, any works considered to be necessary will be scheduled for attention having regard to the condition of the trees and the availability of the necessary resources.”
Following a contribution from Councillor G. O’Connell, Mr. D. Fennell, Senior Executive Parks Superintendant, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED. 

L/237/13 ISSUE OF LITTER AT GRIFFEEN VALLEY PARK
MOTION (11):







 Item ID: 35630 
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor  E. Tuffy
"That this Area Committee requests the Manager to review and enhance arrangements for litter prevention and cleansing at Griffeen Valley Park; including addressing the problem of dog litter and tackling litter and dumping blackspots."
The following report by the Manager was READ:-
“In general Griffeen Valley Park is considered to be relatively clean and is not considered to have a significant litter problem.  On occasions dumping black spots do arise but they tend not to be persistent and are short-lived.  The Council is currently dealing with a dumping problem in the park in the vicinity of Griffeen Glen Chase.  Any information from members of the public regarding the issue would be most welcome.

A programme of stencilling anti-dog fouling messages is being rolled-out in parks throughout the County, commencing with the regional parks including Griffeen Valley Park in the coming weeks. The Council is also engaged in a number of awareness campaigns aimed at the prevention and proper disposal of litter and dog fouling in particular. The 'Responsible Dog Ownership Programme' has been established to address the issue of dog fouling which includes pop-up stands, poop scoops and leaflets which are available on loan to schools, community centres and business to raise awareness of the importance of responsible dog ownership. Leaflets on responsible dog ownership are also being issued with new/renewed dog licenses. In addition the Green Dog Walkers initiative will soon be launched - this is a community based project highlighting the issue of dog fouling and promoting the proper way to clean up after your dog.

The Council has a number of bins located throughout Griffeen Valley Park; all of these bins will accept dog litter, appropriately bagged.”

Following a contribution from Councillor W. Lavelle, Mr. D. Fennell, Senior Executive Parks Superintendant, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
Environment

L/238/13 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor E. Higgins and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Question numbers 8-11 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

L/239/13 CLEANING OF PALMERSTON VILLAGE

QUESTION (8): Councillor G. O'Connell  


Item ID: 35650 

"That the Manager give a report on the cleaning/sweeping of Palmerston Village and streets and of Manor Road and to include the cleansing schedule for both as both areas have been allowed fall back into a very dirty state."
REPLY:
There is a Handcart operative based in Palmerston area and his route covers the following: 

·         A daily litter pick and sweep of Kennelsfort Road lower

·         A daily litter pick and sweep of the Old Lucan Road.

·         A twice weekly litter pick and sweep of the N4 footpath, The Oval, Manor Farm, Woodfarm Avenue and Kennelsfort Road Upper.

The Green Machine is scheduled for use twice weekly in the following areas:

·         The Oval, Manor Farm, Woodfarm Avenue 

·         Kennelsfort Road upper, Kennelsfort Road Lower 

·         The Lucan Road.

The Council also operates a weekly litter bin service Monday to Friday and the roads within the area are swept by Oxygen on the Council’s behalf.

Abandoned waste is removed by the local depots following the inspection by litter wardens to determine ownership of the material.

The matter of the standard of workmanship will be brought to the attention of the supervisory staff.

L/240/13 LITTER BINS IN PALMERSTON

QUESTION (9): Councillor G. O'Connell 


 Item ID: 35651 

"To ask the Manager to have the bins at (a) Culmore Rd, (B) Glenaulin Road and (C) on the link road from Kennelsfort Road to the Cemetery emptied on a regular basis and to please provide the schedule for same?"
REPLY:
The litter bin on Culmore Road is scheduled for emptying every day Monday to Friday.

The litter bin on Glenaulin Road at the Junction with Culmore Road is scheduled for emptying Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.

The Litter Bin at Palmerston Park at the entrance to the Shopping centre is scheduled foe emptying Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.

L/241/13 VEHICULAR ACCESS TO ESKER CEMETERY OUTSIDE OPENING HOURS

QUESTION (10): Councillor E. Tuffy  



Item ID: 35672 

"To ask the Manager if she can advise the Committee of the arrangements in place to restrict vehicular access to Esker Cemetery outside normal opening hours, particularly during the night, and to note concerns being expressed by residents of that part of Esker Lawns close to the Cemetery that because the vehicular gate is not being closed, nor is the bollard being raised cars are entering the Cemetery at night and the occupants are causing annoyance to nearby residents due to noise etc?"
REPLY:
Vehicular access to Esker cemetery is ordinarily restricted by the moveable bollard at the entrance with the bollard mechanism is triggered by the presence of a car on the approaching surface inside the cemetery.  During normal cemetery opening hours the bollard remains down but once the cemetery is closed the bollard is in place preventing further vehicular access to the cemetery but allowing any vehicles inside to exit the cemetery.  However, the road area currently requires maintenance work to the surface to facilitate the installation of a new induction loop by the sub-contractor who originally installed the bollard.  The maintenance work is due to be undertaken shortly by direct labour.  Once this is complete the sub-contractor will be engaged to install the loop in the surface and reset the bollard mechanism to full working order.

L/242/13 DOG FOULING SIGNS
QUESTION (11): Councillor E. Tuffy  



Item ID: 35675 

"To ask the Manager if Dog Fouling Signs could be placed at the pedestrian and vehicular entrances to Esker Cemetery?"
REPLY:
A programme of stencilling anti-dog fouling messages is being rolled-out in parks throughout the County, commencing with the regional parks in the coming weeks followed by local and neighbourhood parks in the coming months. It is only intended that the Council will stencil areas in the parks network throughout the County and that the programme will not extend to requests from individuals/groups to stencil additional areas.

Additionally, anti-dog fouling posters will be made available to residents’ groups once guidelines for their placement have been finalised. While these posters will be available upon request, persons/groups in receipt of the posters will be responsible for their placement in conjunction with guidelines.

Dog fouling is an offence under Section 22 of the Litter Pollution Act, 1997, as amended, for which the person in charge of the dog faces a fine or prosecution if he/she does not immediately remove and appropriately dispose of any fouling by their dog. There is some difficulty with enforcement of this section of the Act as it usually requires witnesses to report that the offence happened and that an identified person is the person in charge of the dog. Residents groups and/or individuals are urged to assist the Litter Wardens and Dog Wardens in this regard.

The Council is engaged in a number of awareness campaigns aimed at the prevention and proper disposal of litter and dog fouling in particular. The 'Responsible Dog Ownership Programme' has been established to address the issue of dog fouling which includes pop-up stands, poop scoops and leaflets which are available on loan to schools, community centres and business to raise awareness of the importance of responsible dog ownership.  Leaflets on responsible dog ownership are also being issued with new/renewed dog licenses.  In addition the Green Dog Walkers initiative will soon be launched - this is a community based project highlighting the issue of dog fouling and promoting the proper way to clean up after your dog.

The Council has a network of 600 street bins located throughout the county with a further 64 bins located throughout the parks; all of these bins will accept dog litter, appropriately bagged.

L/243/13 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (6): Environmental Services 

 Item ID: 35607 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/244/13 CORRESPONDENCE 

CORRESPONDENCE (4): Environmental Services 
 Item ID: 35608 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/245/13 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS- LITTER MANAGEMENT AT BALLYOWEN CASTLE SHOPPING CENTRE
MOTION (12): 







Item ID: 35671 
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor C. Jones
"That the Manager would make a report on the ongoing measures and actions being implemented by the Environmental Services Department, including the Cleansing Unit, in dealing with and ameliorating ongoing problems with litter and illegal dumping in the residential areas near the Ballyowen Castle Shopping Centre, including Colthurst/Huntingdon Glen, and Abbeywood/Abbbeydale Estates, and to advise the Committee if the Department considers that adequate facilities, such as bins, are being provided by the retail businesses in the Centre to encourage proper disposal of packaging etc." 
The following report by the Manager was READ:-
“The Council maintains the area utilising the services of the staff and plant to undertake cleansing maintenance, litter picking and removal of fly tipped waste. This work is scheduled on a regular basis in conjunction with the Road Sweeping Contractor Oxygen who visits the residential housing estates four times a year to sweep the roads, litter pick footpaths and grass verges/parks areas, remove weeds and once a year to maintain the gullies. 

Abandoned or fly tipped dumped waste is initially inspected by the Litter warden to determine the existence of any evidence that may provide details of ownership. Where evidence is found by the Litter Warden whether on patrol or as a result of a complaint, a fine is issued.

The Council provides a series of litter bins in the vicinity of the Shopping Centre for the disposal of waste material. These bins are collected regularly during the working week Monday to Friday.

The bottle banks in the shopping centre are scheduled for cleansing twice a week on a Monday and a Friday by a Council crew who remove any waste material dumped (bags, boxes) in the area and who sweep the area surrounding the units. There is an existing CCTV system in place which monitors the area and has resulted in enforcement action being taken by the Council.

The Council can under the Litter Act encourage participation by persons in preventing and overcoming the polluting effects of litter and in the collection and disposal of litter, including the provision and maintenance of litter receptacles of such type and quantity as the local authority considers necessary to prevent the creation of litter.”

It was AGREED to take motion no. 13 in conjunction with this item.

LITTER AROUND BALLYOWEN SHOPPING CENTRE 

MOTION (13): 







Item ID: 35686 
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy  

"That this Committee calls for specific targeting of the surrounding areas of Ballyowen Shopping Centre with regard to litter management."
The following report by the Manager was READ:-
“The Council currently maintains the public area in its ownership utilising the services of the staff and plant to undertake cleansing maintenance, litter picking and removal of fly tipped waste. This work is scheduled on a regular basis. 

Abandoned or fly tipped dumped waste is initially inspected by the Litter warden to determine the existence of any evidence that may provide details of ownership. Where evidence is found by the Litter Warden whether on patrol or as a result of a complaint, a fine is issued

Road sweeping is undertaken by the External Contractor who maintains the roads, litter picks the grass verges, removes weeds and cleans the gullies once a year.

The Council provides a series of litter bins in the vicinity of the Shopping Centre for the disposal of waste material. These bins are collected regularly during the working week Monday to Friday.

The bottle banks in the shopping centre are scheduled for cleansing twice a week on a Monday and a Friday by a Council crew who remove any waste material dumped (bags, boxes) in the area and who sweep the area surrounding the units. 

There is an existing CCTV system in place which monitors the area and has resulted in enforcement action being taken by the Council”.

Following contributions from Councillors C. Jones and E. Tuffy, Ms D. Lakes, Senior Executive Engineer, responded to queries raised and the reports were NOTED.

Water & Drainage

L/246/13 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor E. Higgins and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Question number 12 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

L/247/13 SURFACE WATER DRAINAGE & FLOODIING TULLYHALL GREEN

QUESTION (12): Councillor E. Tuffy  



Item ID: 35673 

 "To ask the Manager for an update on the report given on Motion (15) (Surface water drainage and flooding in the back gardens at Tullyhall Green, Lucan) at the Lucan Area Committee Meeting of 26th March 2013?"
REPLY:
The Drainage Maintenance Area Engineer and Inspector for the area have met with the people from the house in Tullyhall Green whose backgarden has been wet for the last ten years and will carry out further investigations to see if the cause of the wetness can be identified.

L/248/13 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (7): Water & Drainage 


 Item ID: 35610 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/249/13 CORRESPONDENCE 

CORRESPONDENCE (5): Water & Drainage  

Item ID: 35611 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/250/13 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

MOTION (14): Water & Drainage  



Item ID: 35612 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/251/13 FLOODING IN LUCAN AREA
MOTION (15): 







Item ID: 35693 
It was proposed by Councillor G. O'Connell, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy 

"While acknowledging the support provided by staff in responding to my individual queries, the situation regarding flooding in the Lucan Area needs to be clarified as some residents complain that Insurance Companies are raising issues leading to refusal to insure on some notion that the “area” where the house is located is subject to flooding." 

The following report by the Manager was READ:-
“Following is a synopsis of the flood relief works that has been carried out in the Lucan area since the bad flooding in 2000:-
FLOODING of LUCAN AREA NOVEMBER 2000 

The severe flooding that occurred in the lower reaches of the Griffeen River on the 5th and 6th November 2000 resulted in flooding of properties at Old Forge, Grange Manor and Lucan Village.  Flooding also occurred at Tubber Lane on the lower reaches of the Tobbermaclugg Stream. The improvements to each river are outlined below.

Griffeen River Improvements
Following the above flood event the Council carried out emergency works such as the construction of a berm at Vesey Park to prevent the river bursting its banks onto the Adamstown Road                                                                                                         The Council also commissioned consulting engineers to investigate the causes of the flooding and prepare a report on the flood event.  This report was produced in March 2001 and its principal conclusions were that the November 2000 flood was estimated at approximately 24 cubic meters per second  which is equivalent to an estimated return period in excess of 100 years and that the existing river channel and culverts/bridges were unable to convey a flow of this magnitude.                                                                                               This report and a further report in May 2001 on Flood Alleviation Proposals recommended that the river channel and bridges be upgraded to provide conveyance capacity for the 100 year flood event. This involved the following works: 

(i)                 Widening and deepening of the river channel between the Grand Canal and the River Liffey.

(ii)                New culverts under Hayden’s Lane, the Dublin Cork railway line, Griffeen Avenue and Adamstown Road.

(iii)               New pedestrian bridges in Griffeen Valley Park between railway line and Griffeen Avenue.

(iv)               Lowering of weir at Vesey Bridge and raising of river walls in Lucan Village.

(v)                New bridge at St Johns Bridge.

(vi)               Diversion of services which impede flow in river.

The recommended works between the Grand Canal and Griffeen Avenue were substantially completed in 2003.  Construction of the flood alleviation works between the River Liffey and Griffeen Valley Park commenced in January 2003 and were completed in 2004. The works which cost approximately €5 million will provide flood protection up to the 100 year flood event.

Tubbermaclugg Stream Improvements
Following the severe flooding of November 2000 a scheme was devised by the Council in association with Chartridge Ltd to alleviate the flooding in the environs of Tubber Lane and to provide a surface water outfall for the Adamstown SDZ lands. The scheme was designed to provide flood protection up to the 100 year flood event. The scheme consists of the following works:
(i)
Lay 880m of 2.4m diameter pipeline and 25m of 2.1m diameter pipeline from Tubbermaclugg Pumping Station to Millstream Road mostly through lands owned by Lucan Golf Club. 
(ii)
Provision of 2 culverted road crossings at Millstream Road and Tubber Lane Road.
(iii)
The construction of a 5000 cubic meter attenuation pond and a 195m of storm overflow pipeline through an existing culvert discharging to the River Liffey. 

Construction work commenced on the scheme in October 2008 and the works were substantially completed in August 2009. 

The total final cost of the scheme was in the region of €7.7million which was shared between the Council and Chartridge Ltd. 

Not withstanding all the above mentioned flood relief work carried out in the Lucan area since the floods in 2000 and the fact that no house in the Lucan area has been flooded by river water since that date, some Insurance Companies are still refusing to insure houses in some parts of Lucan for flooding or else are loading the premiums for flooding. The reason for this is that some Insurance Companies have commissioned Consulting Engineering Firms to produce flood maps for them and some of the information they used to produce these maps is out of date. Hopefully when the OPW (Office of Public Works) produce their flood maps under the CFRAMS programme this may change. The OPW CFRAMS flood maps are due to be published by the end of 2013.”

Following contributions from Councillors G. O’Connell and W. Lavelle, Mr. D. Finch, Senior Engineer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

Planning

L/252/13 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor E. Higgins and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Question numbers 13-17 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

L/253/13 SPORTS HALL IN ADAMSTOWN

QUESTION (13): Councillor C. Jones 



 Item ID: 35680 

"To ask the Manager for an update regarding the provision of a school and community sports hall in Adamstown?"
REPLY:
The Adamstown Project Team is currently liaising with Chartridge Developments Ltd in respect of this matter in order to explore options for delivery of a community facility in Adamstown. 

L/254/13 NEW PRIMARY SCHOOL FOR LUCAN

QUESTION (14): Councillor C. Jones 



 Item ID: 35682 

"To ask the Manager will present a report to this committee on the planning rationale for the location of the new primary school for Lucan with reference to demographics? And that the manager will state whether or not my previous motions, passed by this Committee, were considered at all when deciding a location?"
REPLY:
The Department of Education and Skills has identified that there is a need to accommodate an additional 45,000 primary school pupils and almost 25,000 post primary schools pupils nationally by 2017/2018. The level of increased demand will require that many of the permanent solutions will be needed within three years.  On June 1st 2012 a Memorandum of Understanding between the Department of Education and Skills and the County and City Managers’ Association for the Acquisition of Sites for School Planning came into effect. South Dublin County Council has been working closely with the Department of Education and Skills to acquire sites to deliver urgently required primary schools in the county, including at Lucan. 

Under the terms of the MoU, the Council acts when a requirement for a site is identified by the Department in a particular area. It is a matter for the Department of Education and Skills to determine the extent to which existing schools may be extended and/or refurbished to accommodate need in a particular area. The DES introduced a Geographical Information System (GIS) in the Planning & Building Unit in 2008 and this GIS technology is being used by the Department to assist in planning school requirements in the future. The GIS contains information on all schools in the country, primary and post-primary level, geo-coded to their location. The information is then linked to the relevant demographic information for those areas - typically the demographic information is from the Central Statistic's Office Census data, the General Register of Births, the Department of Social Protection, An Post’s Geo-directory and information supplied by Local Authorities through Development Plans. This information is being used to help identify the locations across the country where there will be significant changes of demographics in the coming years and to help plan for the need for additional school places in these areas. This GIS information has indicated that the requirement for additional primary provision over the coming years is likely to be greatest in a total of over 40 locations across the country based on significant changes to the demographics of those areas, including Lucan.

Taking account of existing schools SDCC identified sites for permanent schools based on the following criteria:

·         Being located where there is a demand for school places;

·         Meeting the technical requirements of the DES;

·         Meeting sustainable development and proper planning criteria; and

·         Meeting the technical requirements of the Council, including traffic / water and drainage / etc.

Following consultation with the DES in May / June 2012 a refined shortlist of possible sites in each location was drawn up and site valuations were finalised in July / August 2012. SDCC is pursuing the acquisition of these sites, in an expedient manner reflecting the urgent requirement for permanent schools at the required locations, including Lucan.  Consideration of potential site options in the Lucan area had regard to the proximity of existing schools and their catchment areas.  The Valuers, working on behalf of SDCC, are currently in negotiations with landowners of the preferred permanent site in Lucan with the aim that permanent schools will be opened by September 2015/2016. 

L/255/13 TAKING-IN-CHARGE OF ROADS & DRAINS AT ROSSBERRY ESTATE

QUESTION (15): Councillor W. Lavelle 


Item ID: 35646 

"To ask the Manager for a detailed update on the taking-in-charge of roads and drains at Rossberry estate?"
REPLY:
Some remedial works to public services are outstanding and are being assessed at present. A number of Residents have failed to move walls in front gardens which were subject of parallel enforcement actions and these enforcement actions will now be progressed further. In effect no TIC can proceed without the walls being removed.

L/256/13 PROPOSED NEW PRIMARY SCHOOL IN LUCAN AREA

QUESTION (16): Councillor G. O'Connell 


 Item ID: 35652 

"To ask the Manager for an up to date report on what progress has been made to identify a site for the proposed new primary school in the Lucan area, what discussions have taken place with land owners and with the Department of Education and Skills?"
REPLY:
The Department of Education and Skills has identified that there is a need to accommodate an additional 45,000 primary school pupils and almost 25,000 post primary schools pupils nationally by 2017/2018. The level of increased demand will require that many of the permanent solutions will be needed within three years. On June 1st 2012 a Memorandum of Understanding between the Department of Education and Skills and the County and City Managers’ Association for the Acquisition of Sites for School Planning came into effect. South Dublin County Council has been working closely with the Department of Education and Skills to acquire sites to deliver urgently required primary schools in the county, including Lucan. SDCC identified sites for permanent schools based on the following criteria:

·         being located where there is a demand for school places;

·         meeting the technical requirements of the DES;

·         being consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development objectives for the area; and

·         meeting the technical requirements of the Council, including traffic / water and drainage / etc.

Following consultation with the DES in May / June 2012 a refined shortlist of possible sites in each location was drawn up. Site valuations were finalised by DCC Valuers in July / August 2012 and the DES requested the SDCC progress acquisition of the preferred site for a permanent school in Lucan in October 2012. SDCC is pursuing the acquisition of this site, in an expedient manner reflecting the urgent requirement for permanent schools at this location, and the Valuers, working on behalf of SDCC, are currently in negotiations with the landowner. The permanent school is identified in the Department of Education and Skills 5 Year Programme, launched in March 2012, to be open in 2016. However, the DES requires that a new primary school be open by September 2013 in Lucan and therefore, following consultation with the DES, SDCC identified a site at Tor an Ri to accommodate a school (Scoil Oscar Community National School) at a temporary location in Lucan, until the negotiations to acquire the permanent school site are finalised, thereby ensuring that a school building will be in place by September 2013.

L/257/13 WALKWAY/CYCLEWAY GRIFFEEN RD & OUTER RING ROAD

QUESTION (17): Councillor E. Tuffy 



 Item ID: 35658 

"To ask the Manager for a report on the status of the Walkway/Cycleway Project along the Esker linking Griffeen Road and the Outer Ring Road, including information on the proposed schedule for carrying out the works?"
REPLY:
The proposed Walking and Cycling route from Griffeen Road to R136, Lucan along the line of the Esker was approved by the County Council in December 2012.  In December 2012 the Planning and Roads Departments made an application for funding to the National Transport Authority (NTA) to progress the detailed design stage of the route in 2013.  Early in 2013 the NTA made an allocation for detailed design work.  In accordance with the Project Management Guidelines for Projects Funded by the National Transport Authority, the NTA requested a Planning Outcome Report be submitted prior to funding draw-down.  Following receipt of the Planning Outcome Report (previously circulated to members of the Lucan Area Committee), the National Transport Authority has issued a letter advising that they will not fund the Project in its current proposed form.  This matter is the subject of a Headed Item for the Area Committee meeting of 23 April 2013.

Letter from NTA
L/258/13 PLANNING FILES 
HEADED ITEM (8): Planning Department  

Item ID: 35619 

Planning Files

A. Large Applications Under Consideration 

FILE DISCUSSED:

SD12A/0226

LOCATION:
Liffey Valley Shopping Centre, Clondalkin, Dublin 22

COMMENTS:
The application was noted.

FILE DISCUSSED:

SD13A/0034

LOCATION:
Griffeen Valley Educate Together N.S., Griffeen Glen Boulevard, Lucan, Co. Dublin.

COMMENTS:
The application was noted.

FILE DISCUSSED:

SD13A/0048

LOCATION:
Junction of Fonthill Link Rd., Lynch's Lane and Lynch's Park, Kishoge, Clonburris, Co. Dublin.

COMMENTS:
The application was noted.

B. Files Requested by Members 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

L/259/13 Walking & Cycling Route from Griffeen Road to R135 Lucan
HEADED ITEM (9): Planning Department  


Item ID: 35745 
Ms S. Furlong, Public Realm Designer, presented the following report:-

“Walking & Cycling Route from Griffeen Road to R135 Lucan
The walking and cycling route from Griffeen Road to R136 in Lucan along the line of the Esker is one of a series of 'Permeability projects' which South Dublin County Council, in conjunction with the National Transport Authority (NTA), have in recent years proposed  to serve local neighbourhoods across the County. These proposed routes create more sustainable local neighbourhoods with direct pedestrian and cycle links to popular local destinations.  All permeability projects indentified in 2011 were presented to the Lucan Area Committee Members at the Local Area Meeting of the 28th June 2011 and at a further Councillor Briefing Meeting of the 13th July 2011.

The overall scheme contained a list of county-wide projects; of which 2 No. progressed to construction in 2011 at Dargle Wood, Knocklyon and Corkagh Park. A further 3 No. projects have been completed in 2012 in Clondalkin and Tallaght. The preliminary design stages for projects at Esker and at Grange Road in Rathfarnham were completed in 2012. 2 of the projects in the Rathfarnham area have received funding to progress to detailed design and construction in 2013.

In 2012, as part of the feasibility process for the Esker route, the Planning Authority carried out a non-statutory public consultation process to gauge public opinion on the project. In early June, a notification letter was delivered to 800 households in Castle Riada and Moy Glas outlining the principle of the route and detailing the non statutory public consultation and public consultation process. In addition, door to door calls were carried out in Moy Glas and Castle Riada to the houses immediately adjacent to the Esker to inform residents of the proposal and provide an opportunity for questions.  90% of the total respondents stated that they thought the proposed project would benefit the area. Some amendments were made to the scheme; after consultation with the National Transport Authority.

A report on the proposed project was presented to the Lucan Area Committee members and it was agreed to proceed to the Part 8 public consultation. Following the public consultation process a Manager's Report was presented and discussed with the locally Elected Members at a briefing meeting. A further briefing meeting between the Area Committee and representatives of the local residents.

In response to the above meetings, the Planning Authority provided the following modifications as an addendum to the Manager’s Report:                                                        

1. The ramp proposed for the eastern side of the route will be subject to detailed design analysis and the ramp will extend onto the Esker 9m more from that originally proposed in order to reduce the length of the ramp extending down the side of Ballyowen Road (Outer Ring Road).                                                                                        

2. The position of the ramp and the possibility of moving it eastwards will be examined at detailed design stage.                                                                                      

3. The proposed road crossing and other works at Ballyowen Road (Outer Ring Road) shall be examined to include speed reduction measures where appropriate and subject to agreement with the Roads Traffic Department.                                                                                         

4. Suitable boundary treatments to include fencing and planting will be considered at the detailed design stage for the section of the Esker that runs parallel to the road at Moy Glas Lawn (up to the vacant site).                                                                                           

5. Suitable boundary treatments to include fencing and planting will be considered at the detailed design stage for the section of the Esker that runs parallel to the road at Castle Riada Drive (up to the vacant site).                                                                                       

6. The link that runs to the route in a diagonal direction from Moy Glas Green shall be omitted. The second link running north to the route from Moy Glas Green shall remain.                                                                                     

7. A metal railing is proposed for the boundary between Moy Glas Green and the main route.                                                                                        

8. Suitable planting will be considered for the boundary between the proposed route and Moy Glas Green to retain visual permeability as much as possible.                                                                                               

9. The CCTV and public lighting for the route will be extended to over the proposed link to Castle Riada Avenue.                                                                                              

The Managers Report with above addendum was presented to the Elected Members for consideration at the December Council Meeting 2012. The following resolution was proposed and passed by the Elected Members:                                                                               

“That this Council commends and thanks the Manager and officials for the proactive approach taken with respect to the development of proposals to address the long-standing issues affecting the Esker between Castle Riada & Moy Glas estate; and with respect to the positive, inclusive and engaging dialogue entered into with the elected members and residents’ representatives regarding revisions to the proposal; and further resolves that the Council proceed with the Part 8 proposal for the construction of a walking and cycling route and ancillary works from Griffeen Road to Grange Castle Road (Outer Ring Road), (R136) as proposed and detailed in the public notices and in both the Manager’s Report and addendum to the Manager’s Report, subject to the following modifications: 

1 omission of the proposed link to Castle Riada Avenue 

2 omission of the proposed pedestrian and cycle access point from Moy Glas Lawns/Road to Grange Castle Road (Outer Ring Road)                                                           

3 a requirement that council management and officials continue an ongoing dialogue with residents’ representatives at detailed design stage, in particular on the issues addressed in the addendum to the Manager’s Report.”

In December 2012 the Planning and Roads Departments made an application for funding to the National Transport Authority (NTA) to progress the detailed design stage of the route in 2013.  Early in 2013 the NTA made an allocation for detailed design work.  In accordance with the Project Management Guidelines for Projects Funded by the National Transport Authority, the NTA requested a Planning Outcome Report be submitted prior to funding draw-down.  Following receipt of the Planning Outcome Report (previously circulated to members of the Lucan Area Committee), the National Transport Authority has issued a letter (attached) advising that they will not fund the Project in its current proposed form.  

Letter from NTA
Following contributions from Councillors W. Lavelle, G. O’Connell, C. Jones, E. Higgins and E. Tuffy, Mr. P. Hogan, Senior Planner, responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to arrange a meeting with the NTA. 
L/260/13 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (10): Planning Department 


 Item ID: 35620 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/261/13 CORRESPONDENCE 

CORRESPONDENCE (6): Planning Department 

 Item ID: 35621 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/262/13 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

MOTION (16): Planning Department  



Item ID: 35622 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/263/13  PERMEABILITY PROPOSALS
MOTION (17): 







Item ID: 35589 
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor C. Jones 
“That this Committee, noting the experience of recent permeability proposals in the Lucan area; requests that any future proposals which would require the opening of new gaps in existing boundary walls or railings and the creation of new pedestrian/cycle linkages; should only be initiated with the prior support of local residents; and that this would in particular apply to any future proposals for linkages in the Foxborough & Lynch’s Lane  areas as suggested in the reply to my question at the March meeting”.
The following report by the Manager was READ:-
“South Dublin County Council, in conjunction with the National Transport Authority (NTA), has in recent years proposed short walking and cycling routes to serve local neighbourhoods across the County. These proposed routes create more sustainable local neighbourhoods with direct pedestrian and cycle links to popular local destinations. The aim is to encourage people to leave the car at home for local trips by bringing more households within walking and cycling distance to local amenities in accordance with National policy and the policies of the National Transport Authority (NTA) and the Council. 

In many cases the links are based on existing shortcuts, enabling cyclists and pedestrians; including those with decreased mobility, to access safe, direct, hard surfaced routes to the local shops, school, community centre, bus or rail stop, cycle route, or the park / playground. Increased walking and cycling within local neighbourhoods reduces carbon footprints, encourages a healthier lifestyle and increased numbers of users will improve the safety of the route and discourage anti-social behaviour. 

All proposed permeability projects were presented to the Lucan Area Committee Members at the Local Area Meeting of the 28th June 2011 and at a further Councillor Briefing Meeting of the 13th July 2011.  The overall scheme contained a list of county wide projects; of which 2 No. progressed to construction in 2011 at Dargle Wood, Knocklyon and Corkagh Park. A further 3 No. projects have been completed in 2012 in Clondalkin and Tallaght. The preliminary design stages for projects at Esker and at Grange Road in Rathfarnham were also completed in 2012. Funding has been granted to progress 2 projects in the Rathfarnham area to detailed design and construction in 2013.

In 2013 the NTA have requested that South Dublin County Council carry out a review of all permeability projects commenced by South Dublin County Council to date, prior to new funding being allocated to additional routes. The review will appraise the success or otherwise of all funded projects to date and is currently at tender stage.

As part of the review process, and due to the success of permeability projects elsewhere in the County, the National Transport Authority has requested South Dublin County Council to develop a ‘best practice guide’ in order to enable permeability programmes to be replicated in other counties where appropriate. To date, all permeability projects both proposed and constructed in all parts of the County have been subject to rigorous and in-depth public consultation. The views of local residents and locally elected members in each area have been actively canvassed. The public consultation methods utilised within the Permeability Project programme are part of the process that the National Transport Authority hopes can be replicated elsewhere. 

The complexity of the consultation process is such that there is generally strong support from a majority of local residents living within a catchment of up to ten minutes walk of a proposed route or link whereas there may be strong opposition from a smaller number of local residents living adjacent or closer to a proposed route or link.  This may be further influenced depending on whether a route is already being informally used, whether it is overlooked by development or not and/or whether there has been anti-social behaviour in an area.  The extent to which the concerns of adjoining residents can be mitigated in the interests of the wider community must be carefully balanced, taking local circumstances into account.  Each case varies and will be different.  Accordingly, the imposition of a blanket requirement throughout Lucan would be inflexible, could prejudge desirable proposals and would limit future opportunities for environmental improvement and funding.  

The possible links referred to in the Foxborough / Lynches Lane area do not constitute part of the permeability programme.  They are not proposals at present and were identified in response to a specific request to highlight options for such links as part of the March Area Committee agenda.  Links such as these may be of relevance when the proposed post primary school to serve the South Lucan area is operational.  As part of the pre-planning process for the proposed school, it was agreed that the Department of Education and Skills will deliver pedestrian crossings and junction works on the Fonthill Link Road and facilitate improved access along the existing road network from Griffeen Avenue. A planning application has recently been received for the proposed school.  The concerns of local residents raised further to the March Area Committee meeting are noted.  It is further noted that all or part of both options highlighted for the March ACM are located within the Clondalkin local electoral area and traverse zoned development land in public ownership.  

In conclusion, the proposed motion would further seriously compromise the ability of the Council to facilitate environmental improvement and sustainable transport related projects and to secure funding from the National Transport Authority and other bodies for the Lucan area.”  

It was AGREED to take Motion 19 in the name of Councillor C. Jones in conjunction with this item. 
MOTION (19):







 Item ID: 35683 
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle 
"That the Manager, with regard to the proposed Permeability proposals for the Lucan area, will take note of serious concerns arising from previous on-going anti-social behaviour in particular spots in Foxborough and that the manager will take note of the further concern of residents regarding the impact from newly proposed laneways."
The following report by the Manager was READ:-
“South Dublin County Council, in conjunction with the National Transport Authority (NTA), have in recent years proposed short walking and cycling routes to serve local neighbourhoods across the County. These proposed routes create more sustainable local neighbourhoods with direct pedestrian and cycle links to popular local destinations. The aim is to encourage people to leave the car at home for local trips by bringing more households within walking and cycling distance to local amenities in accordance with National policy and the policies of the National Transport Authority (NTA) and the Council. 

In many cases the links are based on existing shortcuts, enabling cyclists and pedestrians; including those with decreased mobility, to access safe, direct, hard surfaced routes to the local shops, school, community centre, bus or rail stop, cycle route, or the park / playground. Increased walking and cycling within local neighbourhoods reduces carbon footprints, encourages a healthier lifestyle and increased numbers of users will improve the safety of the route and discourage anti-social behaviour. 

All proposed permeability projects were presented to the Lucan Area Committee Members at the Local Area Meeting of the 28th June 2011 and at a further Councillor Briefing Meeting of the 13th July 2011.  The overall scheme contained a list of county wide projects; of which 2 No. progressed to construction in 2011 at Dargle Wood, Knocklyon and Corkagh Park. A further 3 No. projects have been completed in 2012 in Clondalkin and Tallaght. The preliminary design stages for projects at Esker and at Grange Road in Rathfarnham were also completed in 2012. Funding has been granted to progress 2 projects in the Rathfarnham area to detailed design and construction in 2013.

In 2013 the NTA have requested that South Dublin County Council carry out a review of all permeability projects commenced by South Dublin County Council to date, prior to new funding being allocated to additional routes. The review will appraise the success or otherwise of all funded projects to date and is currently at tender stage.

As part of the review process, and due to the success of permeability projects elsewhere in the county; The National Transport Authority wish South Dublin County Council to develop a ‘best practice guide’ in order to enable permeability programmes to be replicated in other counties where appropriate. 

To date where a permeability project is proposed in areas subject to anti-social behaviours, the feasibility of the route is carefully assessed. The design of the route is carefully considered to either discourage or prevent such behaviour. Public consultation is rigorously carried out. Among measures that have been carried out / proposed to date are some or all of the following (dependant on location and context):

· Careful selection of proposed routes 

· Assessment of feasibility of the route 

· Consultation with relevant Council Departments and elected Area Committee Members 

· In depth and rigorous public consultation 

· Consultation with community Gardai 

· Proposed increase in passive surveillance 

· Promotion of use of the route; including new links to adjacent residential areas, areas of high usage such as local centres and installation of facilities to enable access to the route 

· Careful design of boundary and access treatments 

· Proposed lighting 

· Proposed CCTV where required 

· Appropriate landscape design of the area to improve the landscape treatment and general environment to promote a sense of a well cared for area 

· Consultation with the Parks Department to agree a maintenance regime for the route.

There are no permeability links or laneways proposed in the Foxborough area as part of the permeability programme.  A line on map was identified in response to a specific request to highlight options for such links to the proposed post primary school to serve the South Lucan area as part of the March Area Committee agenda.  This or other nearby potential links may be of relevance when the proposed post primary school to serve the South Lucan area is operational.  A planning application has recently been received for the proposed school.  The concerns of local residents raised further to the March Area Committee meeting are noted.  Laneways are not a format that would be proposed by the Council.   It is further noted that all or part of both options highlighted for the March ACM are located within the Clondalkin local electoral area and traverse zoned development land in public ownership.” 
Following contributions from Councillors W. Lavelle, C. Jones and G. O’Connell, Mr. P. Hogan, Senior Planner, responded to queries raised and the reports were NOTED. 

L/264/13 PROCEDURE IN IDENTIFICATION OF SCHOOL SITES
MOTION (18): 







Item ID: 35653 
It was proposed by Councillor G. O'Connell, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy
"That this Committee requests Management to include local residents in any consultations that take place as part of the Councils' role in identifying school sites in the LAC area and in bringing forward plans for new routes to new and existing schools and other facilities within this Area Committee."
The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:-
The Department of Education and Skills has identified that there is an urgent need to accommodate an additional 45,000 primary school pupils and almost 25,000 post primary schools pupils nationally by 2017/2018. The level of increased demand will require that many of the permanent solutions will be needed within three years. On June 1st 2012 a Memorandum of Understanding between the Department of Education and Skills and the County and City Managers’ Association for the Acquisition of Sites for School Planning came into effect. South Dublin County Council has been working closely with the Department of Education and Skills to acquire sites to deliver urgently required primary schools in the County, at the following locations:

· Newcastle 

· Firhouse / Ballycullen 

· Lucan 

· Jobstown / Tallaght 

· Citywest 

· Saggart

Following consultation with the DES in May / June 2012 a refined shortlist of possible sites in each location was drawn up and site valuations were finalised in July / August 2012. SDCC is pursuing the acquisition of these sites, in an expedient manner reflecting the urgent requirement for permanent schools at the above locations, including at Lucan. SDCC has identified sites for permanent schools based on the following criteria:

·         Being located where there is a demand for school places;

·         Meeting the technical requirements of the DES;

·         Meeting sustainable development and proper planning criteria; and

·         Meeting the technical requirements of the Council, including traffic / water and drainage / etc.

The Valuers, working on behalf of SDCC, are currently in negotiations with landowners of the preferred permanent sites with the aim that permanent schools will be opened by September 2015/2016. Planning applications will be lodged by the DES for schools on the sites as soon as possible following acquisition.

SDCC will continue to work closely with the DES in relation to anticipating demand for new schools infrastructure that will arise from new development within the drafting process for development plans and local area plans, and through these plans, will facilitate the identification of suitable lands to meet the need fro new schools or expansion of existing schools to serve new or expanding communities. Such plans are subject to rigorous public consultation.

South Dublin County Council, in conjunction with the National Transport Authority (NTA), has in recent years proposed short walking and cycling routes to serve local neighbourhoods across the County, to encourage people to leave the car at home for local trips by bringing more households within walking and cycling distance to local amenities and services. To date, all permeability projects both proposed and constructed in all parts of the County have been subject to rigorous and in-depth public consultation. The views of local residents and locally elected members in each area have been actively canvassed. The public consultation methods utilised within the Permeability Project programme are part of a process that the National Transport Authority hopes can be replicated elsewhere.

Providing walking/cycling links to schools that decrease travel distances, particularly within a 400 -800m radius, can encourage walking and cycling. The aim is to promote more sustainable forms of transport, encourage walking and cycling as an alternative mode of transport to the car, reduce traffic congestion and encourage healthy lifestyles which are particularly important to develop in formative years as it has the potential to reduce childhood obesity and can establish a lifetime pattern of travel behaviour.

Roads

L/265/13 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor E. Higgins and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Question numbers 18-25 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

L/266/13 PUBLIC CHARGING BAYS FOR ELECTRIC CARS IN LUCAN

QUESTION (18): Councillor C. Jones  



Item ID: 35688 

"To ask the Manager to report on the progress towards delivering public charging bays for electric cars in Lucan?"
REPLY:
The provision of electric charging points is a function of ESB Networks. ESB Networks has approached the Council for the installation of a charging point within paid parking in South Dublin County Council. Should a request for a charging point be made for Lucan Village the Council will assist as necessary. 

L/267/13  DEMOUNTABLE RAMPS AT ZEBRA-CROSSINGS IN THE COUNTY

QUESTION (19): Councillor W. Lavelle  

Item ID: 35643 

"To ask the Manager to ensure that demountable ramps, similar to those eventually installed at the Griffeen Avenue zebra-crossing, will be installed at any further zebra-crossings to be provided on main (non-estate) roads in the Lucan Area; including as part of the Willsbrook Road cycle upgrade scheme?"
REPLY: 
The Design of each zebra crossing must be considered on its own merits in compliance with the various Design Manuals, including the Traffic Signs Manual, the NTA Cycle Manual and DMURS as well as any other factor that may influence the design including location. We now have approval from the NTA, following our submission, to complete the design of the Willsbrook Cycle Track upgrade which includes for zebra crossings on raised platforms at the roundabouts. The approved platforms will be in accordance with the Cycle Manual and will not be demountable. 

L/268/13 FOOTPATH REPAIRS HILLCREST ESTATE

QUESTION (20): Councillor W. Lavelle 


 Item ID: 35647 

"To ask the Manager for an update on planned footpath repairs in Hillcrest estate?"
REPLY:
The list of repairs submitted by the residents has been examined by the Area Engineer and a priority list is being drawn up. 

L/269/13 PARKING AROUND NURSING HOME AT ARDEEVIN

QUESTION (21): Councillor G. O'Connell 


 Item ID: 35655 

"To ask the Manager to ensure that the parking conditions attached to the Nursing Home at Ardeevin are enforced as the roads in the surrounding areas are regularly littered with vehicles that pose a fire and safety hazard in respect of the residential homes in the area?"
REPLY:
There are 22 parking spaces in the grounds of the nursing home.

Ardeevin is primarily a residential area and staff from the nursing home also utilise the road for parking. This is to be expected on a public road in proximity to work locations in an urban area. It is not possible to retain parking for residents only on the public highway. 

Any parking prohibitions such as double yellow lines or time restricted single yellow lines will displace existing parking vehicles and in all likelihood will have a direct affect on residents parking arrangements. An extensive installation of Double Yellow Lines is not therefore recommended due to difficulties this may cause for residents.

Specific locations such as at junctions where parking is not permissible in order to provide a safe location to make turning manoeuvres can be reinforced by the provision of Double Yellow Lines. The location will be monitored and a report will be presented to the next Traffic Management Meeting.

L/270/13 PARKING ADJACENT TO PALMERSTON CEMETERY
QUESTION (22): Councillor E. Tuffy  



Item ID: 35359 

"To ask the Manager if the Council has assessed the possible negative impact on the residential amenity of householders living adjacent to the entrance to Palmerston Cemetery, arising from increased parking outside their homes and the driveways to their homes, consequent on works being completed to extend the number of burial plots in the cemetery and the consequent reduction of the car parking area within the curtelege of the cemetery and if she will make a statement on the matter?" 
REPLY:
Consequential displacement of parking to the nearby residential areas due to extension works to the cemetery will be studied and a report will be brought to an upcoming Traffic Management Meeting.

L/271/13 SOCIAL WELFAFE OFFICE FOR LUCAN

QUESTION (23): Councillor E. Tuffy 



 Item ID: 35663 

"To ask the Manager, noting Motion (2) of the Lucan Area Committee Meeting of 26th March 2013, and similar Motions passed by the Committee, if any further CORRESPONDENCE has been received from the Department of Social Protection and /or the Office of the Minister for State for the Office of Public Works on securing a site/building for an adequate Social Welfare Office in Lucan?"  
REPLY:
Arising from the Lucan Area Committee Meeting of the 26th March 2013, the serious concerns of the local Councillors at the lack of an adequate Social Welfare Office in Lucan was again referred to both the Minister for Social Protection and the Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform requesting them to update the Committee on the current position in the identification of a suitable premises to meet the needs of the Department of Social Protection in the Lucan Area. When a response is received the Committee will be notified accordingly.

L/272/13 PAY PARKING SCHEME THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY

QUESTION (24): Councillor E. Tuffy 



 Item ID: 35669 

"To ask the Manager if she will update the Committee on the review of the Pay Parking scheme throughout the County, including in Lucan and Palmerstown Villages?"
REPLY:
The next phase of the parking review involves the analysis of the use of the parking areas. Due to the large number of surveys to be undertaken an extended procurement process in underway. This will deliver survey analyses of all parking areas including Lucan and Palmerston Villages.

L/273/13 CHILDCARE FACILITY IN LUCAN VILLAGE

QUESTION (25): Councillor E. Tuffy  



Item ID: 35679 

"To ask the Manager if she will write to the CEO of County Dublin VEC requesting information on the current status of the purpose built Childcare Facility installed in the VEC LIFE Centre in Lucan Village?"
REPLY:
If the question is approved, the matter will be referred to the CEO of the County Dublin VEC and when a response is received the Councillor will be notified accordingly.

L/274/13 PROPOSED DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS

HEADED ITEM (11): Roads Department 


 Item ID: 35613 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
L/275/13 REPORT ON PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY OVER GRASSED STRIP AT BEWLEY GROVE AND MOUNT BELLEW WAY, LUCAN.
Mr. T. Curtin, Administrative Officer, presented the following report:-
HEADED ITEM (12): Roads Department  


Item ID: 35637 
“PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY OVER GRASSED STRIP AT BEWLEY GROVE AND MOUNT BELLEW WAY, LUCAN, CO DUBLIN.  MAP REF: RE 5000
“The following Motion was tabled at the Lucan Area Committee Meeting on Tuesday, 18th December, 2012.

"That this Area Committee recommends that the Manager makes provision in the 2013 Works Programme and Budget to secure implementation of Specific Local Objective 25 of the County Development Plan 2010-2016, i.e. to "facilitate completion of the boundary fence that separates Bewley Grove and Mount Bellew Way running eastwards as far as the Outer Ring Road” including associated measures."

Report:

“As reported to the September ACM (report) there are a number of tasks that need to happen before Specific Local Objective 25 of the County Development Plan 2010-2016 can be implemented.  While a significant amount of work has been done on the extinguishment of the public right of way, it is important to note that the loss of this link would have a detrimental impact on the permeability within the area and discommode school children and parents who use this route to travel to the local primary school.  In addition, closing this link is likely to result in damage to the existing hedgerow and fences as residents endeavour to continue to travel between the estates to avoid longer journeys. For this reason it is important that alternative links are created. 

A map showing the two links that are required as the alternative pedestrian circulation routes was provided at the September meeting for the members consideration.  In the event that agreement is reached on these alternative links the project will be listed for consideration for funding under the Capital Works Programme 2013.”

Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure to extinguish the public right of way in question.

The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in the Echo on Thursday 24th January, 2013 and signs were erected on site in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993.  The latest date for receipt of objections, representations and requests for an oral hearing was Monday 11th March, 2013.
The following is a breakdown of the submissions received in response to the public advertisement/notice:-

Total Number of submissions received 14

In favour 12 – 8 households in Bewley Grove and 4 households in Bewley Avenue.

Issues highlighted:

· Various forms of anti-social behaviour e.g. egg throwing.

· Litter.

· Damage to property and cars.

· Graffiti.

Objections 2  - 1 household in Bewley Grove and submission from National Transport    Authority.

Issues highlighted:

· Will not greatly reduce the number of anti-social incidents.

· Fences not a barrier to those littering or dumping.

· Reduce the pedestrian and cycling permeability of the area.

· The accessibility and connectivity for walking and cycling at this location would be greatly enhanced by providing an appropriately-designed link across the green space for pedestrian and cycle use.

A file containing all 14 submissions is available at the meeting.
Utility Reports
(a) Public Lighting:  There is a column located in the grassed, cul de sac turning area beside the proposed boundary. This column is fed from the supply pillar outside Block 1-4. Requirements of Public Lighting Section to be adhered to in the event of the right of way being extinguished.
(b) Water Section: 


Watermains: a 100mm diameter water-main crosses beneath the 
proposed 
railings. 


Surfacewater Sewer: a 400mm diameter surface-water pipe crosses beneath 
the proposed railings.

Recommendation: Water Services Department has no objections to the erection of railings similar to the erected existing railings subject to the following:

(c) Drainage Section:


Foul Sewer: No implications for foul pipes.

(d) Bord Gais: mapping records for the area show that there is a 63mm PE gas main within the location. If the Council were to proceed with the extinguishment regular access for the purpose of emergency response and meter reading through this archway would be required.  Admittance by coded keypad would be our preferred arrangement.

(e) Eircom: have no objections. 
(f) UPC: have services adjacent to the location that contains live fibre, transmitting data traffic of a highly sensitive nature.  Any work to be carried out in the vicinity of this ducting will necessitate that a UPC Plant Protection Officer be present during the work.

(g) ESB: has reported that they have a cable running through the area where a fence is to be erected.  However, it would appear from the Council’s drawing that is only intended to run a fence through this area and full access will remain from both sided (i.e. there is no likelihood of land being fenced off and acquired by third party).  In this circumstance ESB has no issues with the proposed ROW extinguishment.  
Report from the Planning Department

Conclusion - Impact of Proposed Closure

The existing right of way provides a well used permeable route across a small area of open space that is used to gain access to schools, shops, local recreational facilities, bus routes etc.  Its proposed closure is of particular concern considering its proximity to schools and the traffic management issues that arise in relation to school trips.  Closing the right of way is likely to lead to an increase in vehicular traffic in the area, particularly at school times.

The closure of the existing right of way will discourage people already using this informal link from walking and cycling to the school / bus stops / local centre and park. A reduction in walking and cycling trips would have a negative impact on adults and children’s activity, health, levels of obesity and increase in less environmentally friendly modes of transport for all trips, contrary to national and local policy.

It is acknowledged that anti-social behaviour is the principal concern of adjoining residents, but there is no evidence to suggest that the closure of the fence will discourage this.  Experience elsewhere, including throughout South Dublin County suggests that closing off an area with barriers and fences such as that proposed will provide a secure, safe haven for those intent on loitering, whereas providing a clearly defined, secure, lit route that is used by all, especially where visible and directly overlooked by housing, will actually discourage anti social behaviour.

Notwithstanding Specific Local Objective 25 of the County Development Plan, the proposed closure would conflict with Policy T14 of the South Dublin County Development Plan:-

2.2.15.i Policy T14: Pedestrian and Cyclist Movement

It is the policy of the Council to ensure sustainable forms of movement and the use of the street by pedestrians and cyclists and to promote permeable pedestrian and cyclist networks connecting to shops, community facilities, employment areas and desired places to go.

Recommendation - Possible Measures to Improve the Existing Situation

Rather than proceed with closure of the boundary, it is recommended that provision of properly defined, paved facilities for cyclists and pedestrians along the existing Right of Way (which exists as a grassed strip at the moment and can be muddy at certain times of the year) would be a preferable alternative that would further promote walking and cycling and discourage anti-social behaviour in the local area.  The assessment of the need for public lighting and the provision of landscape design and trimming up of some of the lower canopy trees and undergrowth in order to open up sightlines onto the route would decrease the potential for informal gatherings and associated anti-social behaviour.
A more comprehensive design solution for the pocket of open space that links the three residential areas would be the best way to address the issues of concern to local residents and would facilitate a better quality pedestrian / cycle link at this location. The design of the link could be achieved in a way that would direct pedestrians and cyclists away from private property and onto a publicly accessible and lit route. This could be done in conjunction with measures within the estate to deter car users from using the estate as a drop off location for school children. 

The National Transport Authority would support measures that would secure a better quality route at this location and mitigate the concerns of local residents in relation to anti-social behaviour.  With the support of the Council, they would be willing to consider funding such measures, possibly for a trial period.  Whilst this proposal is not approved as part of the 2013 permeability programme, this programme is reviewed on a quarterly basis, to ensure that funding allocated is spent as intended and that where this is not the case,that it can be reallocated to appropriate projects within the County and Region.

It is of concern that the negative impact of implementing total closure without consideration of better designed alternatives would damage the ability of the Council to secure funding and investment for sustainable transport measures in the Lucan area and accordingly, it is recommended that we proceed with a proposal for a well designed paved and lit visible route and measures to address potential for anti-social behaviour and prevent unnecessary car drop-off.

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way is a reserved function of the Council. 

Any recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the Council.

[image: image1.emf]
MAP SHOWING DISTANCE TO LOCAL AMENITIES
Following contributions from Councillor W. Lavelle, C. Jones and E. Tuffy, Mr. P. Hogan, Senior Planner, responded to queries raised.  The question of deferring the matter to the May meeting was put to a vote which resulted as follows; four in favour of deferring and one against.
L/276/13 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (13): Roads Department  


Item ID: 35614 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/277/13 CORRESPONDENCE 

CORRESPONDENCE (7): Roads Department 

 Item ID: 35615 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/278/13  CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS-PRIMARY CARE FACILITY LUCAN AREA
MOTION (20): 







Item ID: 35666 

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell 
"That this Committee requests the Manager to write to the Minister for Health seeking up-to-date information on proposals to provide a Primary Care Facility to serve the people of the Lucan Electoral Area?"
The following report by the Manager was READ:-
“If the Motion is approved, the matter will be referred to the Minister for Health for his attention and when a response is received the Committee will be notified accordingly”.

The motion was APPROVED.
L/279/13 PEDESTRIAN/CYCLE SAFETY AT NEWCASTLE ROAD
MOTION (21): 







Item ID: 35692 
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy  

"That this Area Committee requests the Manager to provide a detailed report on the recent review of pedestrian/cycle safety at Newcastle Road; and requests the Manager to agree to the introduction of a three-axel restriction on Newcastle Road, between the N4 & Nangor Road junctions, at limited school start and close times; noting that introduction of a three-axel restriction would support the objective of South Dublin Chamber, as stated in CORRESPONDENCE to this Council dated 27th February, to permit lower weight commercial vehicles access to more of the County’s road infrastructure to support commercial activity in South Dublin County."
The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:-
“A review of signage and pedestrian safety measures along the Newcastle Road has been undertaken and a number of enhancements have been recommended and will now be procured (drawing). The installation of these measures will proceed shortly. In relation to the request to introduce a three axle restriction, as reported at the February meeting, a draft Countywide policy document is being prepared which will be brought back to a final meeting of the sub-committee and then onto the joint Economic Development and Transportation SPC in May for recommendation to Council. Requests for restrictions will then be evaluated under the framework as contained in the policy.”

NEWCASTLE ROAD ADDITIONAL MEASURES
L/280/13- NO THROUGH SIGNS FOR END OF PALMERSTON AVENUE 

MOTION (22): 







Item ID: 35648 
It was proposed by Councillor G. O'Connell, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy 
"That “No through Road” signs be erected al the lower end of Palmerston Ave as a matter of urgency and that a similar sign be painted on the roadway as HGVs enter this road on a regular basis and nearly caused a fatality recently."
The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:-
“A Cul de Sac sign is recommended at the junction of Palmerston Avenue and The Oval.”

L/281/13-SPEED LIMIT INICATOR LIGHTS AT ST. MARYS GNS & ST. JOSEPHS SECONDARY SCHOOLS
MOTION (23): 







Item ID: 35681 
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy  

"That the Manager will report on the status of the speed-limit indicator lights on the Lucan Road outside St Mary’s GNS and St. Joseph’s secondary school? And that she will comment on reports that the lights have not been in action for some time? Further that the manager will report on the frequency of Garda Speed Checks on this stretch of road."
The following report by the Manager was READ:-
“The School zone speed limit signs clocks were out of order on two occassions and have been reset.  The sign will not function if the clocks are incorrectly set. The problem has been traced to a faulty mains Timer Unit.

A replacement has been ordered and will be fitted in the coming days.

The Gardai in Lucan will be asked to report on the frequence of speed checks and the reply will be forwarded to the Councillor when available.”

Following a contribution from Councillor C. Jones, Mr. J. O’Connor, Senior Executive Engineer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
L/282/13  DAMAGED VERGES AND FOOTPATH AT ESKER DRIVE AND CANONBROOK AVENUE 

The following motion in the name of Councillor W. Lavelle was not MOVED.

MOTION (24): Councillor W. Lavelle 



Item ID: 35631 
"That this Area Committee requests the Roads Dept., in partnership with the Parks Dept. to conduct a single comprehensive review of damaged verges and footpaths at Esker Drive and the entrance stretch of road to Canonbrook Avenue, with a view to both identifying and implementing necessary repair works (so as to eliminate trip hazards and restore grassed areas) and to further examine the potential benefit of installing bollards to prevent future damage, thereby reducing the future costs to the Council in line with the objectives of the Council's public realm initiative." 
L/283/13- 3 TONNE RESTRICTION ON KENNELSFORT ROAD
MOTION (25): 







Item ID: 35649 
It was proposed by Councillor G. O'Connell, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy 
"That the Council write to An Garda Siochana requesting that the 3 Tonne restriction on Kennelsfort Road be enforced and that a discussion take place on what other options are open to the Council to restrict heavy goods traffic on this road and that Management explain what advantages will accrue from the imposition of the proposed (EU) new heavy vehicle restrictions and when are they  likely to be enforceable as residents express a high level of frustration at the inability of "the powers that be" to respond to their request that heavy vehicles be restricted on this residential road."
The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:-
“The Gardaí attend and enforce the restriction on Kennelsfort Road and will be advised of the current request. The restriction will be subject to modification pursuant to the revision in the vehicle weight regulation. The revision will be applicable on the 1st October 2013 and provides for a more specific restriction which could allow for more targeted enforcement. For instance it will be possible to differentiate between heavy goods vehicles from light goods vehicles. A joint Economic Development and Transportation SPC sub Committee is considering a policy for the consideration of vehicle weight restrictions.”

L/284/13 PARKING IN ARDEEVIN
The following motion in the name of Councillor C. Jones was not MOVED

MOTION (26): Councillor C. Jones



 Item ID: 35687 
"That the Manager will take measures to address the concerns of residents in Ardeevin regarding congestion from parked cars arising from visitors to the nursing home."
Development

L/285/13 QUESTIONS

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/286/13 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (14): Development Dept.  


Item ID: 35617 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/287/13 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (8): Development Dept. 

 Item ID: 35633 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/288/13 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

MOTION (27): Development Dept.  



Item ID: 35618 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

Corporate

L/289/13 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor E. Higgins and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Question number 26 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

L/290/13 TESTING OF ELECTROMAGNETIC FIELD LEVELS FOXBOROUGH COURT

QUESTION (26): Councillor W. Lavelle  


Item ID: 35642 

"To ask the Manager to request the ESB to conduct testing of electromagnetic field levels at houses at southern end of Foxborough Court (from nearby power lines)?"
REPLY:
If the question is approved the matter will be referred to the ESB and the Councillor will be informed when a response is received.

L/291/13 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (15): Corporate Services Department  
Item ID: 35623 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/292/13 CORRESPONDENCE 

CORRESPONDENCE (9): Corporate Services Dept. 
 Item ID: 35624 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/293/13 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

MOTION (28): Corporate Services Department 

 Item ID: 35625 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

Libraries

L/294/13 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor E. Higgins and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Question number 27 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

L/295/13 DIGITAL HUB/LIBRARY FOR PALMERSTON
QUESTION (27): Councillor G. O'Connell 


 Item ID: 35657 

"To ask the Manager for an update on the provision of the proposed digital hub/library for Palmerston?"
REPLY:
A new National Strategy for Irish Libraries which will cover the years 2013-2017 is currently being written by the LGMA and will be presented to the Minister in June. It is envisaged that the document will stress the need for continued Government strategic direction and financial support for the Library Buildings Investment Programme which has currently stalled. No new capital programme announcement is envisaged until late 2013.

As with all current funding there is little certainty and finding external funding for the Digital Hub in Palmerston will be challenging. The Library service continues to search for funding streams for the Digital Hub project for the community of Palmerston and to investigate any possibilities which may present themselves.

In the interim the staff of South Dublin Libraries are liaising with Palmerston Community and Youth Centre to profile library services to the community of the area and have agreed a range of activities: 

· A book stock selection including both children and adults titles will be set up in the café area of the community centre, including information on library services: library staff will provide materials and replenish collection every 6/8 weeks with community centre staff managing the collection on a daily basis. Customers will be able to browse collection and borrow books in an informal way. 

· Programming of school events in the Centre for the autumn to include events during the  Children’s Book Festival and/or Teen Festival  

· A Book Club will be established in the Centre in the autumn, with support from staff from Lucan and Stewart’s Library.

It was agreed that the space would not be suitable for an exhibition since it is used for evening classes and exhibits would need to be moved out of the space every day to allow for the classes to take place.

L/296/13 LIBRARY NEWS & EVENTS

The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:-
HEADED ITEM (16): Libraries  




Item ID: 35626 
“May 2013
	Lucan
	Events
	Date

	Age Friendly County
	Focus group on Age Friendly Library Services 
	Ongoing



	Ongoing School Support
	St Lorcan’s Boys NS – Library and Literacy Programme 
	Ongoing

	Bealtaine
	Laptops and Lifestyles, how to make the internet work for you (TBC)

Booking essential
	Tuesday 7th May at 10.30am - 12.30pm

	
	Digital Photography Workshop, bring your own camera (TBC)

Booking required
	Wednesday 8th May at 12noon - 1.30pm

	Positive Aging 
	Exploring the Concept of Positive Aging, with Lilian Harris (TBC)

Booking required
	Tuesday 14th May at 11am

	
	Brooch/Corsage Felt-making workshop, with Elena Buttner.  Booking essential
	Friday 17th May at 10.30am - 12.30pm

	Activities for Pre School Children 
	Toddler Time

Early learning session for pre-school children and their parent/carer
	Wednesdays at 10am - 11am

	French for Pre-School Children
	French for Pre-School Children
	Thursday 30th May

10 30pm

	
	Children’s Storytime

For 3-5 year olds
	Wednesdays at 3pm



	
	Arts and Crafts Class

For 8 – 11 year olds

Booking essential 
	Wednesdays from 3.30pm – 4.45pm

	
	Children’s Book  Club

For 10 year olds
	Tuesday 7th and 21st May at 3.45pm

	
	SEAI Energy Workshops for Schools

Booking through Environment Awareness Unit
	Monday 20th to Friday 24th May, 9.30am – 2.30pm

	Pre Literacy 
	Pre Literacy Sessions-
Fun, interactive workshop for 6 months to 4 years and their parent/guardian.

Booking essential
	Tuesday 28th May at 10.30am

	
	French Class for Pre-schoolers.  Booking essential
	Thursday 30th May, 6th, 13th & 20th June at 10.30am

	Languages


	French Beginners’ Class


	Mondays 6.45pm -8pm (except 6th May)

	
	English Language Class


	Tuesdays 5.30pm -7pm

	
	Spanish Class


	Wednesdays from 10am - 11.30am

	
	Irish Class / Rang Gaeilge
	Thursdays from 7pm – 8pm

	
	Japanese Family Group

Parent and children group with arts and crafts activities for local Japanese families.
	Thursday 2nd, 16th and 30th May from 3.30pm - 5.30pm

	Class Visits
	Class Visit 

Stewart’s Hospital 
	Every Thursday and Friday morning

	Literacy Support
	Touch Type Read Spell Group
	Tuesdays & Thursdays at 6.30pm.

Saturdays at 12noon

	Book Club
	Lucan Library Book Club
New members welcome
	Wednesday 30th May at 7pm


	
	Adult Creative Writing Group.  New members welcome
	Saturday 11th & 25th May from 11am – 1pm

	Teen Book Club
	TEEN Book Club.  For 13 - 17 year olds
	Thursday 23rd May from 6pm – 7pm

	Teen Writing Group
	Lucan Library TEEN writing group for 13-17 year olds
	Saturday 11th & 25th May from 2.30pm – 3.30pm

	Home Delivery Service
	Home Delivery Service

New borrowers welcome
	Friday 31st May



For further information contact 621 6422 or www.southdublinlibraries.ie



 Follow Lucan Library on Facebook




 Follow South Dublin Libraries on Facebook




 Follow us on twitter at sdcclibraries and stay in touch
May 2013
	Tallaght
	Events
	Date

	Bealtaine
	1913 Lockout Collaborative Glass Painting Workshop
	Tuesdays 7th & 14 May from 10am - 12noon

	
	Computer Skills Course
	Tuesdays from 2pm - 4pm

	
	Recycling for your Garden
	Wednesday 8th May from 1pm - 2pm

	
	Visit from Australian poets Diane Fahey and Ali Cobby Eckerman. Presented by Australian Poetry
	Monday 13th May from 11am - 12:30pm

	
	Tea Drinking Workshop

This workshop is based around the culture of Tea-drinking.  It promises a sensual experience through tea-tasting; together with exploring the shapes at the bottom of the cup (those small landscapes) which swell our imaginative lives.
	Tuesday 14th May from 2pm - 4pm

	
	Art workshop for 10 young people and 10 active retired
	Wednesday 15th May from 2:30pm - 4:30pm

	
	Tallaght Historical Society Lecture.  Michael Whelan: Battle of Gallipoli 
	Thursday 16th May at 6pm

	
	The Great Tallaght Bake-off
	Thursday 16th May at 6:30 pm

	
	Adult Craft Class
	Friday 17th May 10am - 12 noon

	
	Lecture: Electing the Popes: how and why the process came about – by Dr. Miriam Moffett, NUI Maynooth
	Thursday 21st May 7pm - 8pm

	
	Wellbeing for the active retired – workshop
	Wednesday 22nd May 11am - 1pm

	
	Storytelling workshop
	Thursday 23rd May 10:30am - 12:30pm

	
	The Building of the Dublin Suburbs - an exploration of houses and furniture, using newspaper advertisements.  Talk by Dr. Miriam Moffett, NUI Maynooth
	Tuesday 28th May 7pm - 8pm

	Books and reading
	Book Club


	Tuesday 7th May 6:45pm - 7:45pm 

	
	Teenage Book club


	Monday 20th May, 6:30pm - 8pm 

	Children’s activities
	Barnardo’s special needs service
	Monday 10:30am -  11:30am

	
	Class visits
	Tuesdays 7th May & 21st May from 10am  - 11am

	
	Story time for Children
	Every Tuesday at 3.30pm

	
	Junior Chess Club 
	Every Thursday from 5pm – 6pm

	
	Junior Book club 

Ages 9 + 
	Saturdays 11th May & 25th May from 11am – 12noon  

	Early childhood
	Toddler Time 
	Every Wednesday

10.30am - 11.30am 

	Culture
	Film Club 


	Thursday 30th May from 7pm - 9pm

	Exhibitions
	CRAFTed Exhibition by Crafts Council of Ireland
	Tuesday 7th May  -  Friday 31st May

	
	Sleeping Beauty Exhibition from Irish National Youth Ballet 
	Month of May

	I.T.
	Computer Training for St John of Gods Group 
	Monday from 2.30pm – 3.30pm

	
	National Learning Network computer training
	Wednesday 1pm  -  3pm

	
	Intercultural Drop in Centre computer classes
	Tuesdays 7th May and 14th May from 10am  -  1pm

	Life long learning
	Guitar Club

Booking Essential 
	Wednesday 5pm  -  6pm

	
	Healthy Food Made Easy 

6 week cooking course 


	Thursdays 2nd, 9th, 16th May from 10:30am - 1pm 

	
	Irish Conversation Group
	Fridays from 1pm  -  2pm

	
	Irish Class


	Tuesdays from 1pm – 2pm 

	
	Knitting Club


	Wednesday 8th May & Monday 20th May from 6pm

	
	Poetry circle
	Every 2nd Thursday of the month from 6:45pm - 7:45pm

	Literacy
	TTRS - Touch Type Read Spell
	Tuesday from 6.30pm – 7.30pm 

	
	TTRS - Touch Type Read Spell
	Wednesday from 5:30pm  -  6:30pm

	
	TTRS - Touch Type Read Spell
	Saturday from 11:30am - 12:30pm

	Partnership with outside agencies
	Stroke Support Group
	Tuesday 22nd May from 11am  -  1pm

	
	South Dublin Advisory Consultative Panel
	Thursday 30th May 9:30am  -  12:30pm

	
	Ballycullen - Oldcourt local area plan
	Wednesday 1st May  -  Friday 10th May

	
	South Dublin Volunteer Centre Stand
	Wednesday 1st May from 12noon - 2pm 

	
	BRI art class (Acquired brain injury group)
	Every Friday, 2 pm  -  4 pm 

	
	Vietnamese Language Class
	Saturday 11th May 11am  -  1pm

	
	1913 Lockout commemorative tapestry project
	Monday 13th May from 6pm - 8pm

	
	BRI Support Group Meeting

(Acquired Brain Injury Group )  
	Monday 13th May from 6pm - 8pm 

	
	South Dublin Volunteer Centre seminar
	Wednesday 15th May 11am  -  1pm

	
	Catalan Community Dublin meeting
	Saturday 18th May 11 am  -  1 pm

	
	SEAI Education in Energy Workshop
	Monday 20th May 9am - 1:30pm

	
	Walking Association of Ireland conference
	Saturday 11th May 10am - 4:30pm

	Social Inclusion
	English Classes


	Every Wednesday Beginner: 5pm – 6pm

Intermediate: 6pm – 7pm

	Supporting employment and employers
	IE Network Business Meetings - Innovation Enterprise Network
	Every Thursday from 10am – 12.30pm


For further information contact 462 0073 or www.southdublinlibraries.ie



 Follow Tallaght Library on Facebook




 Follow South Dublin Libraries on Facebook




 Follow us on twitter at sdcclibraries and stay in touch

May 2013
	Mobiles
	Events
	Date

	Lucan 

Public stops 


	Lucan: 

Adamstown: near Londis

Earlsfort Estate
Foxborough Walk

Kishogue Park

Ballyowen Castle Shopping Cen

Larkfield Avenue

Beech Park 
Newcastle: Aylmer Road

Rathcoole: Forest Hills & Broadfield Estate 
Palmerstown: 

Old Lucan Rd. 

Kennelsfort Road, 

Glenmaroon Park
Woodfarm Drive
	Weekly


	Centre Stops 


	Stewart’s Hosp. Resource Cent
	Monthly

	School Stops 


	Palmerstown: St Lorcan’s BNS

Griffeen: Lucan Educate together

Lucan Educate together NS

Rathcoole: Holy Family NS
	Monthly

	Lynch’s Lane

	Homework Club and Library
	Thursday pm

	Tallaght 

Public stops 


	Firhouse: Woodlawn Park Ave,

Parklands Avenue.

Ballycragh: Allenton Drive

Aylesbury: Heatherview Drive

Tallaght : Mac Uilliams Estate, 

Killinarden Community Centre

Brookfield: Glenshane Drive

Citywest: Shopping Centre

Kilnamanagh: outside school

Kingswood: Sylvan Avenue

Fettercairn, St Anne’s NS

Belgard Heights: outside shops

Greenhills: Keadeen Avenue, &

outside Greenhills church
	Weekly

	Public stops 


	Brittas: Gortlum Cottages

Saggart: outside church

Tallaght: Ard Mor Estate,  

Avonbeg Road
	Fortnightly

	School stops 


	Brookfield: Scoil Bhride JNS 

Glenasmole: National School
Firhouse: Scoil Treasa, 
Saggart: St Mary’s NS

Jobstown: St Thomas’ SN 

Greenhills: St Paul’s JNS

Ballycragh: Holy Rosary NS 
Abacas Special School
	Monthly

	Community Centre Deliveries
	St Kevin’s, Kilnamanagh CC

Glenasmole CC

Kiltipper Woods Nursing Home
	Monthly

	Crèches Deliveries
	An Turas, Jobstown

Brookview, Tallaght

Fledglings Brookfield  CC 

Mac Uilliam Fortunestown 

Cathlin Maud, Killinarden

St Elmo’s, Killinarden

Cnoc Mhuire, Killinarden

Brittas Montessori
	Monthly


For further information contact 459 7834 or www.southdublinlibraries.ie
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May 2013
	Stewarts
	Events
	Date

	Book Club
	The Lighthouse by Alison Moore
	Tuesday 7th May at 5pm

	Readings
	Ulysses: a first reading

Chapter 14 The National Maternity Hospital
	Wednesday 1st May at 7.30pm

	
	Ulysses: a first reading

Chapter 15 Bella Cohen’s Brothel
	Wednesday 8th May at 7.30pm

	
	Ulysses: a first reading

Chapter 16 The Cabman’s shelter
	Wednesday 15th May at 7.30pm

	
	Ulysses: a first reading  

Chapter 17 home again in 7 Eccles Street
	Wednesday 22nd May at 7.30pm

	
	Ulysses: a first reading

Chapter 18  The bedroom - Molly
	Wednesday 29th May at 7.30pm

	
	Trip to Monto. Guided tour by Dublin folklorist
	Saturday 11th May at 10am

	Adult Activity
	Gardening talk by Peter Donegan, gardening expert
	Thursday 23rd May at 7.30pm

	Class Visits
	Pre School Visit
	Mondays at 1.30pm



	
	Pre School Visit
	Wednesdays at 1.30pm



	
	Pre School Visit
	Thursdays at 11.30pm



	
	Junior Group Visit


	Mondays at 1.30pm

	
	Junior Group Visit
	Wednesdays at 1.30pm



	
	Junior Group Visit


	Fridays at 2pm

	
	Junior Group Visit


	Fridays at 10am

	
	Adult Group Visit


	Tuesdays at 11am

	
	Adult Group Visit


	Wednesdays at 10.30am, 11am, 11.30am & 2.30pm

	
	Adult Group Visit
	Thursdays at 10.30am, 11am & 3pm

	
	Adult Group Visit
	Fridays at 11am



	Craft Group
	Sewing group for Adults
	Tuesdays at 3pm



	
	Sewing group for Adults
	Fridays at 2.30pm




For further information contact 6518129 or library@stewartscare.com or www.southdublinlibraries.ie



 Follow South Dublin Libraries on Facebook




 Follow us on twitter at sdcclibraries and stay in touch”
L/297/13 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (17): Libraries  




Item ID: 35627 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/298/13 CORRESPONDENCE 

CORRESPONDENCE (10): Libraries 



 Item ID: 35634 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

L/299/13 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS - DIGITAL HUB PALMERSTON
MOTION (29): 







Item ID: 35662 
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell
"That the Manager would present for discussion a report on the provision of Library/Digital Information Hub in Palmerston."
The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:-
“The Library service continues to search for funding streams for the Digital Hub project for the community of Palmerston and to investigate any possibilities which may present themselves.  In the current economic climate and with the National Capital Fund for Libraries currently uncertain the identification of resources is problematic. 

A new National Strategy for Irish Libraries which will cover the years 2013-2017 is currently being written by the LGMA and will be presented to the Minister in June. It is envisaged that the document will stress the need for continued Government strategic direction and financial support for the Library Buildings Investment Programme which has currently stalled. No new capital programme announcement is envisaged until autumn 2013. The County Librarian however will continue to work with the Libraries Unit in the LGMA in order to keep the profile of South Dublin to the fore.

Work however is currently underway to upgrade the library on the Stewart’s campus with new shelving and a revised interior layout. A marketing drive will commence as soon as this work is finished which will raise the profile of the facility to local people.  Staff from this Library and from Lucan Library are also working with the team in the nearby Palmerston Community and Youth Centre to raise the profile of both libraries to the local community and a number of new initiatives are planned for autumn 2013 including: 

· A book stock selection with both children and adults titles will be set up in the café area of the community centre, including information on library services: library staff will provide materials and replenish collection every 6/8 weeks with community centre staff managing the collection on a daily basis. Customers will be able to browse collection and borrow books in an informal way. 

· Programming of school events in the Centre for the autumn to include events during the  Children’s Book Festival and/or Teen Festival    

· A Book Club will be established in the Centre in the autumn, with support from staff from Lucan and Stewart’s Library.”

  The meeting concluded at 5.35pm.
Siniú  ________________              Dáta ________________

      An Cathaoirleach  
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