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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday 14th November, 2005 
MOTION NO.  3 
MOTION:  Councillor Robert Dowds

That South Dublin County Council agrees to list rights of way for walkers in our County and agrees to make this list available for the general public.


REPORT: 

In relation to rights-of-way the Development Plan 2004-2010 includes the following policy and objectives:

Chapter 9

9.5.9 Policy LHA 23: Public Rights of-Way

9.5.9.i

It is the policy of the Council to preserve and/or extend and enhance existing public rights-of way and to create new rights-of-way in the interest of amenity as opportunities or needs arise.

9.5.9.ii

The Council will use its powers under the Planning Acts to preserve and maintain suitable existing rights-of-way, to create new ones where appropriate, and to promote their greater use in amenity areas (see Chapter 13). 

9.5.9.iii

It is an objective of the Council to examine existing rights of way, paths, access points to rivers, lakes, mountains and other amenity areas to determine where existing public rights of way exist, and where public rights of way should be created, either by agreement or by compulsion, in the interests of ensuring access to amenities for recreation and amenity purposes, by the provision of walking routes.

9.5.9.iv

It is an objective of the Council to compile a list of public rights of way and that a charter of pedestrian rights be adopted in conjunction with this. 

Chapter 13

13.5.4 Established Public Rights Of Way 

13.5.4.i

It is an objective of the Council to secure retention of established public rights of way. Among the most important of these are the Grand Canal Way (Waymarked Walk), a short section of the Wicklow Way (Waymarked Walk), and public rights of way in the Dublin Mountains.

13.5.5 Proposed Public Rights Of Way

13.5.5.i

It is an objective of the Council to create additional public rights of way as and when appropriate. In particular the following public rights of way are proposed;

1 Access to the River Liffey including from Mill Lane Palmerstown and Main Street and Chapel Hill, Lucan to the Liffey Weir/ river bank

2 To secure a long distance walking route (Dublin Way) from Kiltalawn, Tallaght into the mountains to link with the Wicklow Way.

3 To investigate the feasibility of providing public paths along the banks of the River Liffey and the River Dodder.

As stated above it is an objective of the Council to prepare a list of public rights-of-way in the County. It is envisaged that the necessary work will be included in the Planning Department work programme in due course, and that copies will be made available to members of the public when the list is compiled. 

It is expected that the preparation of the list will involve detailed examination of historical and legal sources including property ownerships in order to establish the legal status of such rights of way.  In addition this work could potentially take considerable time having regard to the potential multiplicity of such routes. The publication of a list of rights of way in the absence of such detailed preparation could give rise to protracted legal challenges entailing significant costs.

