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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MONDAY 14th NOVEMBER 2005

QUESTION No. 27  

Countywide Traffic Volumes
QUESTION:  Councillor F. McCarthy
“To ask the Manager to report upon the recorded increase in Traffic year on year in each electoral area of the County in the past five years and to detail what steps have been taken to cope with the resultant congestion?” 

REPLY:

South Dublin County Council collects traffic flow data across our road network from various sources. Currently we use a network of 47 traffic counter classifiers. These units count vehicles as they pass over cable detectors installed in the road. The data collected records each vehicle’s speed, direction, lane and type. This data in collated centrally in the Traffic Management Centre utilising overnight download from on street units. This data is augmented by the NRA counter classifiers system with 15 additional units covering the SDCC area and are available on their web site.

The following table compares average daily traffic volume (total volume in both directions) for the third week of November in 2003 with the same week in 2004. While individual increases/decreases are due to Luas and the completion of network improvements, it may be noted that the average growth rate was 1%.

	Location
	AADT 2003
	AADT 2004
	Growth

	Lower Dodder Road
	15290
	15513
	1%

	Knocklyon Road
	11033
	10884
	-1%

	Belgard @ Mayberry
	24139
	24861
	3%

	Firhouse Road
	13437
	14540
	8%

	Old Bawn Rd
	14460
	14271
	-1%

	St Peters Road
	14677
	14436
	-2%

	Belgard Sq West
	4302
	3663
	-15%

	Embankment Road
	20069
	18781
	-6%

	Belgard Road @ Embankment 
	14490
	18611
	28%


The following table compares data from NRA traffic count reports for 2002 and 2003 (2004 data not yet available):

	Location
	AADT 2002
	AADT 2003
	Growth

	N7 Newlands Cross
	72170
	79140
	10%

	N4 Deadman’s Inn
	78723
	80628
	2%

	N81 Tallaght By-Pass
	50951
	50147
	-2%

	M50 Red Cow
	84839
	93102
	10%

	M50 Scholarstown
	28924
	54220
	87%


The Roads & Traffic Department is presently implementing a wide range of road improvement and traffic management programmes to maximise and manage available roadspace, influence driver behaviour, and encourage changeover to more sustainable forms of transport.

