COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 11th March 2013


PRESENT

	 Councillors
	Councillors

	Bond, C.
	Jones, C.

	Bonner, B.
	Kearns, P.

	Brophy, C.
	Kenny, G.

	Coburn, E.
	King, C.

	Corr, M.
	Lahart, J.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lavelle, W.

	Delaney, T.
	Lawlor, B.

	Dermody AM.
	Looney, D.

	Devine, M
	McDonagh, M.

	Duff, M.
	O’Connell, G.

	Gilligan, T.
	Ridge, T.

	Hannon, J.
	Tuffy, E.

	Higgins, E.
	Walsh, E.


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	P. Poole 

	Directors / Heads of Function


	C. Henehan, P. Murphy, B. Coman, 

F. Nevin, T. Walsh

	County Architect
	E. Conroy

	Senior Executive Officers
	E. O’Gorman, M. Maguire, Y. Dervan,  H. Hogan

	Head of Internal Audit 
	N. Comerford 

	Senior Planner
	C. Ryan

	Administrative Officer
	E. Leech

	A/Administrative Officer
	M. O’Neill

	A/ Staff Officer 
	B. Gorman

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne

	I.T.
	B. Mulligan, A. Roche


The Mayor, Councillor C. King, presided.

H1/0313
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 11th February 2013 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart.
H2a)/0313
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE - 12th FEBRUARY 2013 - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY, HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H2b)/0313
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE - 20th FEBRUARY 2013 - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-
	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received


	Amount

	Agf773
	Clondalkin Youth Theatre
	Grant towards the cost of drama workshops
	23/01/2013
	€500



	Agf776
	Palmerstown One Act Drama Festival
	Grant towards the cost of all Ireland one act drama festival
	29/01/2013
	€600


It was proposed by Councillor M. McDonagh and seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan.

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the forgoing report.”

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell      and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the reports of the Clondalkin Area Committee - 20th February 2013 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2c)/0313
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - JOINT TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) & TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 25th  FEBRUARY 2013 - DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), HOUSING, ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-
	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received 
	Amount

	GF2146
	Spraoi Youth Club
	Minor Equipment Grant
	29/01/2013
	€500

	GF2147
	Spraoi Youth Club
	Running Costs Grant for Community Groups
	29/01/2013
	€300


Application for Arts Contribution
An Application for an Arts Contribution under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this contribution, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-
	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received 
	Amount

	Agf774
	Alternative Entertainment – Carmel Maginn
	3rd phase Bridging the Gap – Story and Drama
	22/1/2013
	€500


It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report.”

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the reports of the Joint Tallaght Area Committee (1) & Tallaght Area Committee (2) - 25th February 2013 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2d)/0313
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - LUCAN AREA COMMITTEE - 26th  FEBRUARY 2013 - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES  
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received 
	Amount

	GF2145
	Liffey Sound Communication Co-Op Society Ltd.,
	Major Equipment Grant
	25/01/13
	€2,500


It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grant as recommended in the foregoing report.”

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell      and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the reports of the Lucan Area Committee - 26th February 2013 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

H3/0313    
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE & FINANCE MEETING 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H4a)/0313
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - ENVIRONMENT SPC  

(i)  REPORT of Meeting, 4th February 2013

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Attendance
 Members                                                                       Officials
Councillor John Lahart  Cathaoirleach              John Quinlivan, Director Environmental Services 

Councillor Breda Bonner                                 Yvonne Dervan, Senior Executive Officer

Councillor Emma Coburn                                Tom Moyne, Senior Engineer

Councillor Máire Devine                                  Dermot Finch, Senior Engineer

Councillor John Hannon                                  Maire NiDhomhnaill, Project Manager

Councillor Guss O’Connell                               Sorcha O’Brien, Environmental Awareness Officer  
Councillor Eamonn Tuffy                                        

Councillor Eamonn Walsh

Sectoral Interests
Pat Lee

Una Ruddock 

Connie Kiernan – Community Forum

Apologies
Councillor Chris Bond      

Councillor William Lavelle           
Sherri Brennan

Mary Keegan

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor John Lahart presided.
Item 1
Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 5th November 2012. 

Proposed by, Cllr Hannon seconded by Cllr Lahart and Agreed 

Item 2
Matters Arising 

There were no matters arising
Item 3
Greater Dublin Drainage update
Aoife Lawler from the GDD Project Team provided a presentation on the Greater Dublin Drainage project.  Following contributions from Cllr Devine, Cllr Lahart and Ms Ruddock, Ms Lawlor responded to the questions raised by the members.  

Item 4
Litter fines update 
Following a presentation by Yvonne Dervan, Senior Executive Officer, on litter fines update John Quinlivan, Director of Services made comment on an expected response form the courts regarding collection of monies owed for the next SPC. Following contributions from Cllr Lahart, Cllr Walsh, Cllr Hannon, Ms Kiernan, Cllr Devine and Cllr O’Connell, Ms Dervan and Mr Quinlivan responded to the questions raised by the members.  

Item 5
Climate Change - National Adaptation Strategy
Eddie Conroy, County Architect, provided a report on the National Climate change strategy. Mr Conroy also stated that the Councils Sustainable Energy plan is to be launched on the 21st February. Following contributions from Cllr Tuffy and Cllr Coburn, Mr Conroy responded to the questions raised by the members.

 Item 6
Draft Litter byelaws 
A copy of draft Litter bye-laws was presented to the member by Maire Ni Dhomhnaill, specifically mentioning relevant premises and responsibilities. Mr Quinlivan noted that article 3.15 regarding deposit schemes might not be possible as it might be a national issue and that he is has consulted with the Law department to ascertain  if the Council can go ahead with such a scheme.  Mr Quinlivan also noted that householders/residents are not mentioned in the draft by laws and that they needed to be. Following contributions from Cllrs Lahart, Cllr Hannon, Cllr Walsh, Cllr Coburn and Cllr Tuffy and Ms Kiernan, Ms Ni Dhomhnaill and Mr Quinlivan responded to the questions raised by the members.

It was agreed that the following amendments be made to the draft Litter byelaws:

· Include State and semi-state building be included in the byelaws 

· Clarify if utility companies are included in state semi-state building 

· Include graffiti 

· Include residents/householder responsibilities 

It was also agreed that:

· An update draft Litter byelaws document be provided for viewing prior to the next 
SPC 

· At the next SPC if the document is agreed it will go to the full Council meeting 

· Public consultation will commence in September

Item 
A.O.B. 

Ms Ruddock spoke of the IEN’s request that SDCC Environment SPC write to the Department of Environment regarding the “Putting people first” document as it doesn’t mention sustainability. Mr Quinlivan said that he would talk to Ms Ruddock separately about the matter and that if the SPC wished to write to the Minister on the matter we would do so. 

Ms Ni Dhomhnaill brought the Tidy Towns meeting on the 7th February at 7:30 in the Green Isle Hotel to the attention of the members. 
The meeting concluded at 7.05p.m.”
The report was NOTED.  

(ii)  MINUTES of Meeting, 5th November 2012

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Attendance
 Members                                                            Officials
Councillor John Lahart Cathaoirleach      
John Quinlivan, Director Environmental Services 

Councillor Breda Bonner                          Yvonne Dervan, Senior Executive Officer

Councillor Emma Coburn                         Leo Magee, Senior Engineer

Councillor John Hannon                           Maire Ni Dhomhnaill, Project Manager      

Councillor Eamonn Tuffy                                      

Councillor Eamonn Walsh                                       

Sectoral Interests
Pat Lee

Una Ruddock 

Connie Kiernan – Community Forum

Apologies
Councillor Máire Devine 

Councillor Guss O’Connell

Councillor Chris Bond      

Councillor William Lavelle           

Sherri Brennan

Mary Keegan

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor John Lahart presided.
Item 1
Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 3rd September 2012. 

Proposed by, Cllr Lahart seconded by Cllr Hannon and Agreed 

Item 2
Matters Arising 

There were no matters arising

Item 3
Government Waste Policy
Leo Magee, Senior Engineer presented a report on the new waste policy- A Resource Opportunity – Waste Management Policy in Ireland issued July 2012.

The report included a summary of measures in the policy statement under the listed headings.

 Waste Planning 

· Regulation of Household Waste Collection

- Collection

 - Households

- Operation of the Market

· Compliance and Enforcement 

· Prevention. 

· Re-use 

· Recycling 

· Recovery 

· Disposal 

Following contributions from Cllr Walsh, Cllr Hannon, Cllr. E Tuffy, Cllr Lahart, Mr Magee responded to the issues raised by the members.  Cllr Coburn, Ms Ruddock also contributed. 

Cllr Lahart recommended that members of the committee read the Waste Management Policy.

This matter will be discussed again by the committee as the various aspects of the policy are implemented.

Item 4
Review of Waste Bye-laws
Yvonne Dervan outlined the process in making waste bye-laws and provided an update on current situation. A notice was placed in the press on 1st October, to date no submissions have been received. 

Cllr Lahart recommended that if no submissions are received by the closing date – the byelaws should go forward to Council. If a submission is received of a significant nature, the committee’s subgroup should be consulted and the committee can agree to refer the draft waste bye-laws to the SPC meeting in February 2013. This was agreed.

Item 5
Enforcement policy review 
Ms Dervan presented an update stating that the review group has not yet met as the Council's Waste Bye Laws Review has not come to a conclusion.  This process will commence now as soon as nominees are available to meet.

 Item 6
Litter Fines update
An update report was provided by Yvonne Dervan, Senior Executive Officer. Following submissions form Ms Kiernan and Cllr. Walsh,  Mr Quinlivan,  Director of Services gave an update on the collection of fines and response from court services.

Item 7
Proposed Litter Bye-laws
A presentation on the research and possible layout of Litter Bye-laws was made by Maire Ni Dhomhnaill.

Following contributions by Cllrs Lahart, Hannon and  Walsh and Ms Kiernan, it was agreed that an informal meeting of the Environment SPC would take place in 4 weeks to discuss this matter.

Item 
A.O.B. 

A report on Halloween 2012 was made by Mr Quinlivan, Director of Services

The meeting concluded at 6.55p.m.”
The minutes were NOTED.  
H4b)/0313
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - SPORTS, RECREATION, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & PARKS SPC    

(i)  REPORT of Meeting, 6th February 2013

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Attendance
	Members
	Officials

	Cllr  Cathal King
	B. Coman Director of Housing & Community 

	Cllr  Mick  Duff
	W. Sheils Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr Gino Kenny
	

	Cllr  Dermot Looney
	P. Swayne Sport & Recreation Officer

	Cllr Therese Ridge

Cllr  Brian Lawlor
	Amy Kenealy, Leinster Cricket Union Development Officer

	Cllr  Matthew  McDonagh
	JJ McGlynn  FAI Development Officer

	Cllr Paddy Cosgrave
	P. Swayne   Sport  & Recreation Officer

	Cecil Johnston
	Laurence McFerran Fettercairn Youth Horse Project

	Carmel McCartney
	

	Sean Reid
	


1.  Minutes  of previous meeting held on 12 November 2012

Proposed: Cathal King

Seconded:     Mick Duff 

2. Matters Arising: No matters arising.

3. Fettercairn Youth Horse Project Presentation    - Laurence McFerran gave a very detailed presentation detailing the history and ongoing commitment to build on existing horse riding, animal welfare and stable management programmes and to develop Equine Assisted Learning and Therapeutic Riding Programmes for delivery to the local community.  Cllr. King thanked Laurence for his excellent presentation, while Cllrs. Cosgrave, Lawlor, and Looney contributed to the discussion following the presentation.

4. Football for All Presentation    J.J. Glynn, FAI Development Officer gave a presentation which highlighted the inclusion of all in Soccer outlining Programmes available.  A discussion ensued regarding different aspects of programmes available. Cllrs. King and Cosgrave congratulated JJ, and contributed to the discussion.  J.J. Glynn responded to the questions posed.

5.   Table Cricket Presentation  Amy Kenealy highlighted the importance of including people of all abilities in  cricket and gave  a  very detailed  presentation regarding Table  Cricket as  a way of including all in Cricket,  outlining  how  the  game  is  played. Cllrs. King, Ridge and Looney, and Carmel McCartney all congratulated Amy on her presentation and contributed to the discussion on the issue.

6.  Disability in the County   Presentation by P Swayne Sports and Recreational Officer on SDCC projects – Promoting Ability through Sport and Recreation Programmes

Paula covered many Council led projects including the Young Gladiators     Programme, Sensory Garden, Art and Digital Art Classes, Bowling, Boxercise Programme, Older Adults – PAL and Go For Life Programme

Following the presentation there was general discussion to which Cllrs Kenny, Ridge, Looney and S Reid, C Johnston and C McCartney contributed

B Coman and P Swayne responded to queries raised

The presentation was noted 

The meeting concluded at 7.00p.m.”
The report was NOTED.  

(ii)  MINUTES of Meeting, 14th November 2012

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Attendance

	Members
	Officials

	Cllr  C. King
	B. Coman Director of Housing, Social  & Community Development

	Cllr G. Kenny
	W. Sheils Senior, Executive Officer Community Services

	Cllr P. Cosgrave
	P. Swayne,  Sport & Recreation Officer

	Cllr D Looney
	Thos McDermot,  Sports Partnership  Coordinator 

	Cllr E  Higgins
	Barry Ferguson,   F.A.I. Officer

	Cllr M. Duff
	

	Cllr M. McDonagh
	

	S Reid
	

	C. Johnston
	

	C. McCartney
	


An Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Cathal King presided.

1.  Minutes of previous meeting held on  5th September 2012

Proposed:  C. King

Seconded: P. Cosgrave

2. Matters Arising   - none

3. F.A.I. Hub Presentation

Barry Ferguson F.A.I. Officer gave  a detailed Presentation on F.A.I Hub soccer, entitled Project F.U.T.S.A.L. (Football Used Towards Social Advancement and Learning)  The idea behind Project F.U.T.S.A.L. which is Part funded by Ireland Wales Programme 2007-2013 is to:
· Develop 12 Education Hubs coordinated by FAI/WFT staff. 
· 30 participants each Hub

· adult education/ football education 
· Volunteer work hours 

· Pan-Disability Football Clubs 

· Education Exchanges 
· Research into Using  football as a social inclusion tool
Barry referred to Collinstown Park Community College Hub which commenced in September 2012. 
Barry responded to questions regarding this project, Cllr King thanked Barry for his very informative presentation.

4. Sports Partnership Strategy  Update  

Thos McDermott, Sports  Partnership Co Coordinator outlined the SDCC Sports Strategy and  updated  all members on a number of   Actions that Sports Partnership are introducing with a view to  increasing participation in Sport & Physical Activity within the South Dublin area. Mr McDermott and B. Coman Director responded to any questions relating to presentation. B. Coman highlighted areas that needed to be progressed while acknowledging the vast amount of achievements to date. Mainly need to focus on Communication Policy and to set up a sub committee to work towards feeding into the Strategy Review due in 2013.

The following members undertook to work on the sub committee:

Cllr C. King Mayor

Cllr E Higgins

Cllr D Looney

S Reid and C. McCartney 

B Coman also referred to the benefits to clubs and organisations of Social Media and highlighted the seminar for clubs organised by the Sports Partnership on Saturday 17th November 2012 at 9.30am at Red Cow Hotel.

5. COMMUNITY CENTRE NETWORK 

W. Sheils gave a report on Community Centres Network which was set up three years ago   but in recent times the CCN has not been meeting on a regular basis and in order to carry out a revitalisation of the CCN, it is proposed to form a group to consider and recommend an appropriate and more suitable structure for the Network. This group should include Community Centre representatives, Community Department officials and SPC members in order to get the best blend of ideas for forming a new model for the CCN.    A discussion ensued regarding the setting up of a new Committee to which Cllr C. King contributed.

The following members indicated their willingness to be part of the Committee:

Cllr P Cosgrave

Cllr C King Mayor

S Reid

C Johnston
6. PLAY2LEARN

W. Sheils gave a report on the PLAY2LEARN concept of encouraging Children to play golf in a relaxed and non competitive environment. It is essentially a different approach to teaching children how to play golf – no emphasis on grip, swing etc, just a fun way of learning, thus catering for children who are not particularly competitive or athletic.  

Previous projects to encourage children to play golf have been well attended but it appears that there were little or no long term benefits. The Play2Learn method is much more engaging with less emphasis on the technical requirements of the game, and more concentration on the children enjoying themselves. This involves simple little games which help the children to acquire the basic skills necessary without an overload of technical information or instruction.

There are already a number of schools who have tried out Play2Learn and the feedback has been very positive. The Community Services Department is considering the development of a pilot programme that would fit in with the Play2Learn concept and which would give children an opportunity to learn how to play golf in an enjoyable and inexpensive way.

Golf is a game which can be played by young and old, men and women, all through their lives, and conforms very well with the Life Cycle approach to living. It is also a game that can be played by children who may find themselves unsuited to the physically competitive traditional field sports, and as such, is invaluable in encouraging children to get involved who might not otherwise do so.       

Meeting concluded at 7.15pm”
The Mayor, Councillor C. King, complimented the work being done in this area and thanked all staff involved for their dedication.

The minutes were NOTED.  

H4c)/0313
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - TRANSPORTATION SPC  
(i)  REPORT of Meeting, 7th February 2013

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“PRESENT 
	Members
	Officials

	Cllr  C. Brophy
	T. Walsh Director of Service

	Cllr E. Tuffy
	J. McLoughlin Senior Engineer

	Cllr E. Higgins
	A. O’Mullane Senior Executive Engineer

	Cllr T. Ridge
	M. Maycock Assistant Engineer.

	Cllr P. Cosgrave
	

	Cllr E. Coburn
	

	Cllr AM Dermody
	

	Cllr J. Lahart
	

	Cllr W. Lavelle
	

	Cllr C. Jones
	

	Mr. Tom. Newton
	

	Apologies: Ms. Betty Tyrell Collard, Mr. K Farrell, Mr. M. Moran 
	


Cllr. Colm Brophy chaired the meeting.

Headed Item 1 – Confirmation and Re-affirmation of Minutes

The minutes of meeting of Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 8th November 2012 were proposed by Cllr Emma Coburn and seconded by Mr. Tom Newton and agreed.

Headed Item 2 – HGV Mobility in the County
Mr. Andrew O’Mullane presented an update report entitled The Mobility and Management of Heavy Goods Vehicles on South Dublin County Road Network which included a draft policy document for discussion.  Following contributions from Cllr Lavelle, Cllr Lahart, Cllr Tuffy, Cllr Cosgrave and Cllr Brophy during which queries were raised in relation to Economic Activity, Traffic Management, Traffic Calming at Schools, Vulnerable Road Users, Weight Restrictions and Vehicle Types and Regulatory Requirements. Ms. T. Walsh and Mr. Andrew O’Mullane responded to the member’s queries and comments.

The report was noted and it was suggested through the chair and agreed that suggested amendments to the draft policy document would be emailed to T. Walsh and a meeting of the sub-committee would be called to agree a final draft which would then be presented to the next meeting of the Joint Economic Development and Transportation SPC. 

Headed Item 3 – Public Lighting Management Systems Demonstration 

Mr. Andrew O Mullane SEE updated the committee on the Council’s new online Public Lighting Asset Management System. Following contributions from Cllr. P Cosgrave, Cllr. E Higgins, Cllr J. Lahart, and Cllr. W Lavelle, Mr. O’ Mullane responded and the report was NOTED.
Headed Item 4 – RITS Net EU Project Briefing

This item was not reached and by agreement it will be re-scheduled for the next Transportation SPC.

Headed Item 5 – A.O.B.
No Business.

The meeting concluded at 7.05 p.m.”     

The report was NOTED.  

(ii)  MINUTES of Meeting, 8th November 2012

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Present:
 Elected Members:
Councillor C. Brophy





Councillor E. Coburn





Councillor P. Cosgrave

Councillor A.M. Dermody

Councillor J. Lahart

Councillor T. Ridge

Councillor E. Tuffy 

Council Officials: 
Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer.

Mr. A. O’Mullane, Senior Executive Engineer

Non Elected
Mr. T Newton

Members:
Ms. Betty Tyrrell Collard

Apologies for inability to attend were received from Cllr. E. Higgins, Cllr W. Lavelle Mr. K. Farrell and Mr. M. Moran.

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Brophy presided.

1.
Confirmation of Minutes

On the proposal of Mr. Tom Newton, seconded by Cllr. John Lahart the Minutes of the meeting of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 6th September 2012 were CONFIRMED and APPROVED as a true record and signed by the Cathaoirleach.

2. Presentation by Veolia addressing issues of Anti-social Behaviour on the LUAS.

An Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Colm Brophy welcomed Veolia, represented by Mr. Brian Brennan M.D., Mr Vincent Eaves, Commercial Director and Mr. Dan Quill, Director of Security and Compliance. Mr. Eaves made a presentation addressing the issue of Anti-social Behaviour on the Red Luas line. Members of the committee welcomed the presentation and following contributions from Mr. Tom Newton, Cllr. Ridge, Cll.r Dermody, Cllr. Cosgrave and Cllr. Brophy, the queries raised were responded to by the Veolia representatives.

3. Regional Roads Directional Signage Programme

Mr. Andrew O’ Mullane, SEE, updated the committee on the Regional Roads Signage Strategy for South Dublin County Council which is funded by way of DOEHLG grant on an annual basis. Mr. O’Mullane outlined the progress of the programme to date and updated the members on works progressed in 2012 which included sign schemes on the following roads:

R115 / R116 Willsbrook/Ballyboden

R136 Outer Ring Road, 

R148, R405, R403 Lucan, Newcastle Area

R817, R819, R821, R822, R833, R835, R838.

It was noted that all significant regional roads are now signed. Some small short regional roads remain to be completed.

Following contributions from Councillors J. Lahart, T. Ridge, A.M. Dermody and E. Coburn, Mr. McLoughlin and Mr. O’Mullane responded and the report was NOTED.

4. HGV Mobility in the County Update

Mr. A O’Mullane, Senior Executive Engineer presented an update report on the HGV mobility in the County based on the deliberations of the joint sub-committee of both the Economic Development SPC and the Transportation SPC. The report was noted and it was agreed that further discussion was warranted and would take place at a future meeting of the committee.

5. A.O.B.

A request was made that Bus Atha Cliath be invited to the committee to discuss the public transport provision in the County with reference to the Regulator of same and service level agreements.

The meeting concluded at 6.55 p.m.”
 _______________                              _______________
Councillor C. Brophy                             Date
Cathaoirleach”
The minutes were NOTED.  

H4d)/0313
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - ARTS, CULTURE, GAEILGE, EDUCATION & LIBRARIES SPC 
(i)  REPORT of Meeting, 12th February 2013

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
Members:
Cllr P Cosgrave – Chair

Cllr A M Dermody

Cllr M Duff

Cllr G O’Connell

Cllr E Walsh

Cllr T Delaney
In Attendance
Mayor C King
Apologies
Cllr M Devine

Cllr J Hannon
Official:
Philip Murphy, Director of Service
Guest:
Mr Ian Power, SPUNOUT
Item 1        Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting held on 13th November 2012
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee, which was held on 13th November 2012, were proposed by Cllr Cosgrave and seconded by Cllr Duff

Item 2        Presentation by SPUNOUT 
The Chair Councillor Paddy Cosgrave welcomed Mr Ian Power of SPUNOUT to the meeting.

Mr Power’s presentation focused on: 

· Background of the organisation and its strategic focus 

· It is an independent youth lead national charity 

· It works with young people aged 16 to 25 years 

· Its aim is to promote health and well being in both body and mind 

· Through its website it provides an interactive online community 

· It had over 1m hits on its website in 2012 with 686K unique users of which >500K 
were Irish 

· It is currently working to address obesity as a new target 

· It is lead by five key staff members in a shared leadership model 

· An action panel of young people aged 15 to 25 devise and set strategy 

· It is funded by a mixture of philanthropic, state, foundation and community 
investors
Cllr Cosgrave thanked Mr Power for his lively and thought provoking presentation. A discussion ensued during which contributions were made by Cllrs Cosgrave, Dermody, Duff, O’Connell and Walsh with specific reference to the following 

· The need to ensure that a service was targeted at those up to the age of 30 

· The need to carefully address issues relating to self harm and suicide 

· The manner in which outreach programme to second level schools operates 

· How outreach programmes are delivered to community youth groups and local 
drug task forces 

· What actions to address literacy issues are put in place 

· Alcohol abuse is an increasing problem that needs to be addressed 

· The information supplied with regard to sexuality and sexual health especially for 
young males and their position in law 

Following the discussion the Committee agreed to request that Mr Power make his presentation to the Council’s Comhairle Na nÓg and also committed to making representations in relation to the future funding issues which were raised during the presentation and discussion.

Item 3        AOB
Mr Philip Murphy confirmed next meeting date: Tuesday 14th  May 2013 @ 5.30pm.
The meeting concluded at 6.30pm.”
The report was NOTED.  

(ii)  MINUTES of Meeting, 13th November 2012

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
Members:
Cllr P Cosgrave – Chair

Cllr M Duff

Cllr J Hannon

Cllr G O’Connell
Sectoral
Dympna Quinn

Lyuba Moore
Officials:
Emer O’Gorman, SEO

Orla Scannell, Arts Officer

 Item 1        Confirmation of September 2012 Meeting held on September 2012
The minutes of the last meeting were proposed by Cllr Cosgrave and seconded by Cllr O’Connell

Item 2        Presentation from Harambee - Mukuru Education Fund.
Mr Brian McCormack sent his apologies for not being able to make his presentation to the meeting.  E. O’Gorman asked that the item be deferred to the next meeting.

It was agreed to defer the presentation until the next meeting.

Item 2        South Dublin County Council Draft Arts Development Strategy 2011-2015
Art Officer, Orla Scannell delivered a report on the Draft Arts Development Plan.

The report focused on:- 

·         Consultation process

·         Presentation of the plan to the SPC

·         Implementation plan

·         Request for approval of the Plan 

Cllr Cosgrave thanked Ms Scannell for her updated report. 

It was NOTED that the South Dublin County Council Arts Development Plan 2011- 2015 would now be submitted as a Headed Item to the next Council meeting for approval.

Item 3        AOB 
There were no items for discussion

The meeting concluded at 6.15pm.”
The minutes were NOTED.  
H4e)/0313
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (INCL. PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT) SPC
(i)  REPORT of Meeting, 13th February 2013

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Attended

	Cllr C King
	Mr.  S Giblin

	Cllr T Gilligan
	Mr. G Robinson

	Cllr  M  Devine
	

	Cllr  G O’Connell
	

	Cllr E Tuffy 
	

	Cllr M Corr
	


Officials present:


Mr. F Nevin – Director of Services


Mr. C Ryan---Senior Planner


Ms E. Colgan – Senior Staff Officer


Ms B Clifford – Staff Officer


Ms M Heffernan – Assistant Staff Officer

Apologies:  Mr. D Anderson, Mr. N Durkan, & Cllr P Kearns

In the absence of Cllr P Kearns, Cllr E Tuffy took the Chair.

	Headed Item 1
Confirmation and Re-affirmation of Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting of Economic Development SPC on 7th November 2012 were proposed by Cllr E Tuffy and seconded by Cllr G O’Connell and agreed.

	Headed Item 2  -  Reports from Working Group meetings on 10th January 2013

(a) Villages/Tourism opportunities and development

(b) FDI in South Dublin County
(c) Update on Actions for Villages/Tourism & FDI 
C Ryan presented the above reports.   Following detailed discussion to which Cllrs O’Connell, King, Devine, Tuffy, Mr G Robinson & Mr S Giblin contributed.  F Nevin responded to queries raised and the reports were noted.

	

	

	

	Headed Item 3 – Future Working Group Actions / Meetings

It was agreed that the Working Group would meet to discuss the issues further.
Following discussion it was agreed to meet on Thursday 28th Feb at 8am.

	Headed Item 4 – Report on Development Contribution Collection

F Nevin presented report.  Following contributions from Clls Corr, O’Connell, Tuffy, King and Mr G Robinson, F Nevin responded to queries raised and the report was noted.

	Headed Item 5 -  AOB – No Business

Meeting concluded at  6.45pm”


The report was NOTED.  
(ii) MINUTES of Meeting, 7th November 2012

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Attended
	Cllr  C Brophy
	Cllr P Kearns

	Cllr  E Coburn
	Cllr  W Lavelle

	Cllr  M Corr
	Cllr  G O’Connell

	Cllr  M Devine
	Cllr E Tuffy

	Cllr  T Gilligan
	Mr. G Robinson

	Cllr C Jones
	

	Cllr C King
	


Officials present:


Mr. F Nevin – Director of Service


Mr. C Ryan---Senior Planner


Mr. M Fagan – Senior Executive Officer

Apologies:  Mr. D Anderson & Mr. S Giblin 

	Headed Item 1
Confirmation and Re-affirmation of Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting of Economic Development SPC on 4th September 2012 were proposed by Cllr E Coburn and seconded by Cllr C King and agreed.

	Headed Item 2  - Sectoral Strategy of the Local Government Sector to promote Employment and 

Support Local Enterprise

· Local Actions
· DRAFT Economic Strategy
A draft report was presented on the Economic Strategy.  Following detailed discussion to which Councillors Brophy, Coburn, Corr, O’Connell, Tuffy and Mr. G. Robinson contributed, the report was noted, recommended to the Council and it was agreed to set up a Working Group to develop an Action Plan to implement the strategy.

	

	

	

	Headed Item 3

AOB—No business

Meeting concluded at 6.45 pm.”


The minutes were NOTED.  

H4f)/0313
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - HOUSING & SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT SPC
(i)  REPORT of Meeting, 25th February 2013

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“PRESENT:

Members:


Council Officials:
	Cllr B. Bonner  
	B. Coman
	Director of Services

	Cllr M. Corr
	H. Hogan
	Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr M. Duff       
	M. Maguire
	Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr P. Kearns     
	
	

	Cllr G. Kenny    
	A. Rooney
	Senior Staff Officer

	Cllr C  King
	
	

	Cllr B. Lawlor    

	Cllr D. Looney

	Mr. C. Morgan, Director, Dublin Regional Homeless Executive.

	Ben Healy (Apologies)


Councillor M. Corr chaired the meeting.

H-I(1)
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 26th November, 2012, were proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. King and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

H-I(2)
MATTERS ARISING  

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

H-I(3) PRESENTATION ON REGIONAL HOMELESS STRATEGY – CATHAL MORGAN, DUBLIN CITY COUNCIL 

Mr. C. Morgan, Director, Dublin Regional Homeless Executive, gave the following informative presentation on the Homeless Strategy:


Presentation
He outlined the services and activities in relation to the statutory Homeless Action Plan.  As the current plan is nearing completion, there now needs to be a consultative process in order to commence a new Action Plan.  

The Management Group is made up representatives of the various statutory bodies including the Local Authorities, HSE, the Probation Service etc. The Consultative Group monitors and implement the Action Plan.  This shared service model and responses is across the four Dublin local authorities.  The type of service favoured is the 24 hour wraparound support.  There is a phasing out of the provision of private rented emergency accommodation, as it is not cost effective. 

The service provides for Homeless Action Teams, visiting support service, tenancy support and sustainment and full assessments carried out in all the four Dublin local authorities.  The new Homeless Policy Statement was launched by the Government on February 21st.  

Mr. B. Coman, Director of Services, outlined that South Dublin County Council has been very successful in the provision of a homeless service, particularly in terms of assessment and placement service and thanked all the staff involved in the Homeless Section of Housing.  

During 2012, there were 342 presentations, 1700 emergency placements, 34 in Council rented, and 36 in private rented accommodation. There have been no cuts in funding for the provision of the homeless services in 2012/13 from DOECLG. 

Mr. B. Coman confirmed that the South Dublin Draft Regional Plan will be available to a future meeting of the Housing & Social Development Strategic Policy Committee meeting, and then be presented to the September/October Council meeting.  

Bottom of Form

Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, M. Duff and M. Corr contributed, Mr. C. Morgan, Director, Dublin Regional Homeless Executive, and Mr. B. Coman, Director of Services, responded to queries raised.

It was AGREED that a further report be issued to Councillors in relation to the demographics and profiles of those that are homeless  

The report was NOTED.

H-I(4)
HOUSING NEEDS ANALYSIS

Mr. Hugh Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, gave a Presentation on the Housing Needs Analysis.

The HNA was last completed in 2008, with 6,000 applicants.  The HNA is to be carried out over the next few months and will require contacting 10,000 applicants to update the Housing List.  The 2009 Regulations state that an applicant must be eligible and must have a need for social housing.   The assessment will be completed  in phases with applicants being contacted in the first instance by letter and then followed up with a phone call.   A lot of staff resources will be required to complete the assessment due to the nature of the work.  

Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, M. Corr and G. Kenny contributed, Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, and  Mr. B. Coman, Director of Services, responded to queries raised.

It was AGREED to send the Councillors a copy of the letter to be sent out once it is ready.  

The report was NOTED. 

H-I (5) QUALITY OF LIFE CONTEXTUAL DOCUMENT

Mr. B. Coman, Director of Services, gave a Presentation on the draft contextual document and introduced the presentation by outlining the background to the work carried out to date. Also South Dublin County Council is unique in that it is the first local authority to introduce a Quality of Life Strategy. Following much international research the draft document was prepared.

South Dublin County Council is the second largest housing authority in the country and third largest authority.  South Dublin’s core values include access, engagement and fairness.

         The strategic themes are A Busy Place, A Living Place, A Connected Place and A Protected Place are familiar and important that for consistency we use the same themes in this strategy. There are a number of proposed Quality of Life indicators outlined in the presentation which will assist in steering the Council towards development of actions and initiatives.

Mr. Billy Coman, Director of Services, confirmed that the draft strategy, once adopted, will be a working document, open to review.  In order to finalise the strategy, Mr. B. Coman, requested feedback and comments from the Councillors present.  The final document will be presented to the next Housing & Social Development Strategic Policy Committee meeting and will incorporate indicators and an action plan.
Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, G. Kenny and M. Corr contributed, Mr. B. Coman, Director of Services, and Mr. Hugh Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.

H-I (7) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
There was NO BUSINESS under this heading.  

The meeting concluded at 7.00 p.m.
Siniú:______________

Dáta:
_________________ 
     An Cathaoirleach”
The report was NOTED.  

(ii)  MINUTES of Meeting, 26th November 2012

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“PRESENT:

Members:



Council Officials:
	Cllr B. Bonner  
	B. Coman
	Director of Services

	Cllr M. Corr
	H. Hogan
	Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr M. Duff       
	M. Maguire
	Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr P. Kearns     
	
	

	Cllr G. Kenny    
	Outside Representative
	

	Cllr C  King
	Ms. B. Tyrell-Collard
	C.P.S.U. & I.C.T.U.

	Cllr B. Lawlor    

	Cllr D. Looney

	Cllr M. McDonagh  

	


Councillor M. Corr chaired the meeting.

H-I(1)
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 22nd September, 2012 were proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

H-I(2)
MATTERS ARISING  


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

Councillor Cathal King congratulated the Housing Department on their recent award for ‘Choice Based Letting – Empowering the Customer’, at the Chambers of Ireland Excellence in Local Government Awards 2012.

H-I(3)
MARP-MORTGAGE ARREARS RESOLUTION PROCESS- STAFF STRUCTURES UPDATE
Mr. B. Coman, Director of Services, welcomed Ms. Mary Maguire, Senior Executive Officer,  to the Housing Department and to her first Housing and Social Development SPC meeting.

Ms. Mary Maguire, Senior Executive Officer gave the following REPORT:
“Members were advised at the Sept 2012 SPC  of the requirement to formally introduce MARP – Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process.  The Presentation today is to give a brief update in relation to the formal structures which have been put on place within SDCC to meet that requirement following the detailed presentation at the last SPC meeting.
A Mortgage Arrears Management Team has been established which has the following formal structure

Arrears Support Officers:  
These are housing loan team who are experienced in finance and administration of loan accounts.   They work with loan accounts on a day to day basis in both arrears and pre-arrears cases.  

Step 1 of MARP (Communication) is initiated by the ASO immediately after an initial payment is missed – communication is maintained but is not repeated more that twice per calendar month. 

THE ASO provide all information in a clear and consumer friendly manner – the language used reflects a willingness to work with the borrower to address the situation.

ASOs issue requests for and receive the Financial Details required to make an assessment of the borrowers case with a view to reaching a resolution on an alternative repayment arrangement.    Some of the arrangement options available are short-term – others long-term.  
The ASO also monitor the arrangements put in place and review the position every 6 months.  
Appeals Panel

The appeal panel was put in place to provide a structured mechanism for disatisfied MARP applicants who are not happy with either :

· The decision of the council on the financial assessment

· The general treatment of the borrower   or 

· The council’s compliance with the requirement of MARP

The appeals panel includes personnel independent of any previous dealing with the borrower.   The panel provides a first point contact acting on behalf of the borrower and the name of that person is advised to the borrower.   The panel adjudicate on the appeal within 40 working days of receipt of appeal and notify the borrower within 5 days of consideration of the process

Website

SDCC has, as required, provided a dedicated section on the website for borrowers in or concerned about financial difficulties.  Link: “

Bottom of Form

Following a contribution from Councillors M. McDonagh,  Ms. M. Maguire, Senior Executive Officer, and Mr. B. Coman, Director of Services, responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.

H-I(4)
AREA BASED INITIATIVE 2012 – DELIVERY OF ENERGY EFFICIENCY IMPROVEMENTS TO LOW INCOME HOUSING

Mr. B. Coman, Director of Services, gave details of the scheme and successful grant application.  This is an area based pilot project, with a partnership approach, using a mix of private and social housing.  48 units were identified in Brookfield Green and Lawns, 35 of which are Council units, where it was considered appropriate to carry out works.  These works included an analysis of fuel consumption, attic/wall insulation and window and door replacement. The Grant awarded by SEAI towards the scheme is €160,000, with a Council contribution of €35,000, which is proposed to be recouped from the DOECLG under the Energy Efficiency Grant programme.

It is envisaged that further programmes will take place in 2013. 
Mr. B. Coman, Director of Services, thanked the staff from the Architects Services and Maintenance Sections for their input and completing the programme within the short timeframe available.  

The report was NOTED. 

H-I (5) HOUSING 2013

Mr. B. Coman, Director of Services, outlined a number of tasks to be undertaken by the Housing Department in 2013

· National Differential Scheme 
Mr. B. Coman, Director of Services, advised of the intention of the introduction of a National Differential Rents Scheme to be effective from 2014. Advised that curretly SDCC has the lowest rent in the Country and that our average rent is €45, whereas the cost of maintenance is approx €48 per unit.    Efficiencies continue to be made in the area of Housing Maintenance, staffing and other areas.  It may be proposed that10% of rental income will be put into a sinking fund to maintain assets. 

· The Housing Needs Analysis must be completed by March/April, 2013, with over 10,500 applicants currently on the Housing list.   This will be a huge undertaking but manageable as there have been 6,000 new assessments carried out in the last 14 months.  This will be done within existing staff resources. 

Mr. Hugh Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, confirmed that different types of social media will be used to advertise the HNA.  It was suggested to use the CBL website as a reminder to applicants to update their records. 

· Housing Assistance Payment  and the transfer of rent supplement payments to the local authority has been delayed and will now be rolled out in 2014.  
· 1995 Tenant Purchase Scheme has a final closing date of 31st December, 2012.  A new Tenant Purchase Scheme will have to be introduced by way of legislation.  It is proposed to introduce an Incremental Purchase Scheme in its place .

New Allocations Scheme A new scheme is proposed for 2014 and may introduce a probationary period of any prospective new tenancy. This ‘temporary’ tenancy  will also include items such as the upkeep of the house and arrears to be kept in check during the period.  If anti social behaviour or arrears occur, this will exclude the applicant applying permanently for social housing.  This is currently a proposal and subject to detailed guidelines from the Department.  

Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, G. Kenny, D. Looney, M. Corr and P. Kearns contributed, Mr. B. Coman, Director of Services, and Mr. Hugh Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.

H –I (6)HOUSING STRATEGY UPDATE CHARTS/STATS

Mr. B. Coman gave a Presentation on the Housing Strategy as it relates to the overall Housing need of the County, in terms of both private and social housing supply.   The current and future provision of social and affordable housing units will be by way of accessing the private market, leasing, ASH,  and RAS. 

CBL offers applicants further down the Housing list, who may otherwise be waiting for some time, access to social housing units.  

SDCC will be hoping that the NAMA Social Dividend may provide further units for Social Housing.  It is noted that almost 6,000 of those currently on the Housing List are in receipt of rent supplement.   So far in 2012, there have been 231 allocations and 57 transfers, most of which for over crowding.  

The report was NOTED. 

H-I (7) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
There was NO BUSINESS under this heading. 
The meeting concluded at 6.30 p.m. 

Siniú:___Marie Corr____

Dáta:
__25th February, 2013___ 
     An Cathaoirleach”
The minutes were NOTED.  
H5/0313
REPORT OF JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 22/02/13 

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The Joint Policing Committee met on 22nd February, 2013 in County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

Documents presented at the meeting are available on the CMAS System
Attendance:  Committee Members

	Cllr. G. O’Connell
	Cllr. Gino Kenny

	Mayor C. King
	Cllr. J. Hannon

	Cllr. B. Bonner
	Cllr. P. Kearns

	Cllr. P. Cosgrove
	Cllr. W. Lavelle

	Cllr. M. Devine
	Cllr. C. Brophy

	Cllr. J. Lahart
	Cllr. E. Walsh

	Sean Crowe T.D.
	Chief Superintendent B. Mangan

	B. Coman
	Chief Superintendent D. Coburn

	Michael Noonan
	Jim Lawlor

	Michelle Kearns
	


In attendance:

Andy Lane, Sarah O’Gorman, Brian Sheehan, Grace Hill (Tallaght Drugs Task Force), Superintendent Peter Duff, Superintendent Dermot Mann, Superintendent Brendan Connolly, Anne Byrne,

The following is a summary of the business of the JPC:

Garda reports were presented by Chief Superintendent Declan Coburn on behalf of the Dublin Metropolitan Region West (DMRW) and by Chief Superintendent Brendan Mangan on behalf of the Dublin Metropolitan Region South (DMRS)

A presentation was made explaining Section 62 of the Housing Act 1966. 

Reports were presented from the following Local Policing Fora:

· Tallaght

Clondalkin

North Clondalkin

Presentation by Emma Freeman, JIGSAW explaining concerns linking suicide to intimidation and drug related debt.   

A report on Intimidation was presented on behalf of the working group of the JPC.

A report was presented on behalf of the Parks Sub Group.

The Committee agreed a work plan for 2013.

The 2012 annual report was presented.

The Joint Policing Committee will next meet on 24th May, 2013.”
The report was NOTED.  
The Mayor, Councillor C. King, commented on the level of co-operation which existed between all participants on the Committee and noted the excellent work being done.  This sentiment was seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell.

H6/0313 
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES    

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
QUESTIONS FOR NOTING

It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart   and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions numbered Q1 – Q24 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
CASUAL TRADING LICENCES 

Q1/0313
QUESTION: Councillor M. Duff

To ask the Manager to detail the number of Casual Trading Licenses issued by this Authority since 2009. Would he also detail the criteria for the issuing of such licenses, such as Tax Clearance certificates, suitability of vehicle, Garda Clearance, etc. and if there is any form of commercial rates applicable to such traders?
REPLY:
Four Casual Trading Licences per year have been issued to designated areas since 2009.  The table below outlines the Licences issued, along with Temporary Licences that were issued in the same period.

	2009
	 

	Casual Trading Licenses Issued
	Areas of Trading

	4
	Killinarden Ring Road

	 
	Esker Cemetery

	 
	Bohernabreena Cemetery

	 
	Western Industrial Estate Clondalkin

	 
	 

	Temporary Christmas Tree Licenses
	 

	8
	Wellington Lane

	 
	Treepark Road, Kilnamanagh

	 
	Taylor's Lane

	 
	Lower Ballycullen Road

	 
	Glenmore Hill

	 
	Grange Road/Nutgrove Ave

	 
	Old Bawn S.C.

	 
	Rathfarnham S.C.

	2010
	 

	Casual Trading Licenses Issued
	Areas of Trading

	4
	Killinarden Ring Road

	 
	Esker Cemetery

	 
	Bohernabreena Cemetery

	 
	Western Industrial Estate Clondalkin

	 
	 

	Temporary Christmas Tree Licenses
	 

	4
	Old Bawn S.C.

	 
	Rathfarnham S.C.

	 
	Treepark Road, Kilnamanagh

	 
	Taylor's Lane

	 
	 

	2011
	 

	Casual Trading Licenses Issued
	Areas of Trading

	4
	Killinarden Ring Road

	 
	Esker Cemetery

	 
	Bohernabreena Cemetery

	 
	Western Industrial Estate Clondalkin

	 
	 

	Temporary Christmas Tree Licenses
	 

	3
	Rathfarnham S.C.

	 
	Treepark Road, Kilnamanagh

	 
	Taylor's Lane

	 
	 

	2012
	 

	Casual Trading Licenses Issued
	Areas of Trading

	4
	Killinarden Ring Road

	 
	Esker Cemetery

	 
	Bohernabreena Cemetery

	 
	Western Industrial Estate Clondalkin

	Temporary Christmas Tree Licenses
	 

	3
	Rathfarnham S.C.

	 
	Treepark Road, Kilnamanagh

	 
	Taylor's Lane


The Council require the applicant to fill out a form and submit a copy of their Public Liability Insurance and their Tax Clearance Certificate.  The annual fee payable for selling Fast Food is €380.92 (2 licences issued per year) and €255 for selling flowers (2 licences issued per year).  Copies of the Licences issued along with the Public Liability Certificate and Tax Clearance Certificate are then sent to the Department of Social Welfare.  The Licensees selling fast food also require a Food Stall Licence which is obtained from the Environmental Health Department.

The Council does not require Garda Clearance from a Licensee.  In accordance with Article 11 of the Casual Trading Act 1995, a member of the Garda Siochana can do the following:

(1)  A member of the Garda Siochana may, without warrant, arrest a person whom he has reasonable cause to believe to be contravening a provision of this Act at any place and may seize and remove any goods which he is selling or has in his possession for sale at the place.

(2)  If a member of the Garda Siochana has reasonable cause to believe that a person is engaging in casual trading in contravention of this Act at any place he may require the person to remove himself and his goods from that place and, if the requisition is not complied with, may without warrant arrest the person and seize and remove any goods which he has in his possession at the place for the purposes of casual trading.

(3)  References in this section to goods include references to the receptacle, vehicle (including a vehicle used for towing) or stand in or on which the goods are exposed or carried and all utensils, boxes and other articles (including money) which are on or in such receptacle, vehicle or stand for the purposes of the trading and any draught animal attached thereto or left at the place where the receptacle, vehicle or stand is for the purpose of moving it.

In relation to commercial rates, the areas concerned do not have a rateable valuation.  

Q2/0313      RAS

QUESTION: Councillor T. Gilligan

To ask the Manager how many RAS houses are being paid for but are left empty, and how much has been spent to RAS landlords where homes have been left empty, if any?

REPLY:
RAS properties are only vacant in the following instances:

· new vacant property is contracted to RAS 

· where a vacancy occurs as a result of a tenant moving out and reinstatement works required to bring the property to reletting standards.  

Under the terms of  the RAS scheme there is a permitted 3 month void period to allow for allocation to suitably qualified tenants and the RAS contract terms obliges a landlord to reinstate the property within 7 days of termination of a tenancy.  In all such circumstances every effort is made to have the property tenanted in as short a time as possible following its availability for re-occupation and this has been our experience.

Since the inception of the RAS scheme in 2004, the 3 month void period has only been exceeded in a minimal number  of cases due to exceptional circumstances. 

As at 1st March 2013 over 1300 properties are contracted to RAS of which 5 are currently vacant. All these vacancies have been for a period of much less than 3 months.  New tenants have been identified for each of these properties and the formal allocation process is underway.   

Q3/0313
DEVELOPMENT LEVIES
QUESTION: Councillor T. Gilligan 

To ask the Manager outlines how much is owed in outstanding levies from developers in housing estates. How much does this work out as per household and does the manager intend to pursue the individuals for this cost?

REPORT:

Approximately €15million of the outstanding Development Contributions balance relates to residential invoices, with approximately €14million pertaining to various housing estates/apartment developments and the balance to residential extensions or privately built houses. Of the €14million pertaining to residential developments in estates/apartment complexes, i.e. by development companies as opposed to individuals, the book balance relates to the categories below;

	Under Construction
	€840,000

	Stopped (Part Built but permission live or part built but permission expired/expiring)
	€5,470,000

	Not commenced (despite submission on commencement notice and issue of invoice)
	€365,000

	Completed Vacant
	€6,250,000

	Completed Occupied
	€1,250,000 


It should be noted that over €5million of the residential contributions are subject of instalment plans which, at a minimum require payment prior to disposal of the property. Where consulted by solicitors involved in the conveyance process, the Council withholds certificates of compliance which has the effect of requiring the vendor, (who in the case of houses constructed in estates, is the developer) to pay the contribution prior to sale. This operates as a necessary safeguard for the purchaser. 

In the case of the €1.25million in the completed and occupied category, in the majority of cases this relates to apartment developments where, based on available information, units have been rented but an agreement requiring at the latest payment prior to sale exists. In cases where such units are occupied and no such agreement exists the Council pursue receivers/developers who are acting as landlords in such scenarios. 

In respect of the question as to what contribution may be owed down to the level of individual household, the contribution is dependent on when the permission was granted, when the house was built and what the size/floor area of same is. Therefore as the amounts would vary significantly from house to house, based on these three factors, a single figure cannot be provided. 

Where the elected members have adopted a development contributions scheme in accordance with the provisions of the planning acts (as is the case in South Dublin County Council, as recently as January 14th 2013), the payment of a development contribution where applicable, becomes a statutory planning requirement in the form of a condition attached to planning permission. The planning permission together with associated conditions is not transferable and does not move with an individual i.e. it is attached to the property. The local authority has a duty under planning legislation to ensure compliance with the conditions of planning permission, through enforcement measures as appropriate. It must also be noted that Development Contributions are a vital source of income for future infrastructural development in the County. 

These twin safeguards whereby the Council ensures that development contributions must be paid by the developer prior to close of sale and the practice whereby a solicitor acting on behalf of a purchaser seeks confirmation of payment of development contributions, have operated effectively to date. 

For further information in respect of the collection of development contributions please see link to recent report to the Economic Development SPC
Q4/0313
BONDS

QUESTION: Councillor T. Gilligan 

To ask the Manager to outline bonds outstanding in 2011/2012; bonds not extended and why in 2011/2012; also broken down into the respective local areas?
REPLY:

In respect of the question above it should be noted that in the last four years particularly, actions by the Council in pursuit of claims on bonds have contributed to the completion of works and the taking in charge of over 30 estates in the county. The categories outlined in the question would in practical terms relate to those bonds that the Council has placed claims upon and is pursuing. In a significant number of cases, either the developer, receiver or bond company have completed or are completing taking in charge related works or are in the process of agreeing the works with the Council.  The list below for the County outlines the estates and the status of works/claims in the affected cases:

	Reg Ref
	Development
	Bond Status

	SD04A/0965
	Brownsbarn Woods
	Claim lodged, most works completed. Taking in charge package being prepared.

	SD03A/0320
	Arena, Whitestown Way, Tallaght Bypass
	Claim lodged and being pursued with insurance company. CCTV being carried out to finalise costs.

	SD03A/0857, SD06A/0434
	Citywest Plaza
	Claim on bond, permission extended and condition restated. Revised bond being provided. Proposal from developer for completion of open space is with Law Dept.

	S95A/0546
	Verschoyle
	Minor works remaining. Development to be advertised for taking in charge March 2013 

	Sd04A/0579
	Hunterswood
	All public services except open space is taken in charge. Claim being negotiated on open space, with costings on boundary treatment the remaining issue.

	SD04A/0798
	The Presbytery, Cookstown Road
	Claim lodged owing to failure to provide playground

	SD04A/0222
	Boden Park, Ballyboden, Dublin 16.
	Claim lodged and works almost completed to taking in charge standard, CCTV awaited

	S01A/0186
	Aras na Cluaine
	Claim lodged for limited footpath works

	S98A/0349,   S00A/0426, S99A/0108, SD03A/0559
	Larkfield 
	Being advertised for taking in charge March 2013

	S00A/0907
	Mount Bellew 
	Being advertised for taking in charge March 2013

	SD02A/0427
	Fortfield Square
	Part private development. Developer conducting review of landscaping, public lighting, pumping station etc to complete to taking in charge standard

	SD05A/0274
	Tullyhall, Lucan, Co. Dublin
	Development commenced and stalled. Bond required for future closings of sales to occur. Enforcement case being prepared. 

	S98A/0567
	Rossberry
	Enforcement case, unauthorised walls to be removed and deed of transfer for open space being processed. Development may then be taken in charge.

	S01A/0664
	Hansted
	Bondholder’s contractor on site completing taking in charge works following claim. Scheduled for completion March 2013

	SDZ04A/1
	Castlegate, Adamstown, Lucan
	Bond recently reduced following review of underground services and landscaping requirements. Taking in charge package being prepared by developer,

	SD06A/0590
	Cornerpark, Newcastle, Co. Dublin
	Claim lodged and developer notified that future sales cannot proceed without bond. Costings to be finalised to pursue claim or obtain extended bond.

	SD03A/0421
	Belgard Sq. West, Cookstown Way, Tallaght
	Claim lodged and receiver has been assembling CCTV to finalise all  works, tender almost complete pending outcome of CCTV

	SD02A/0275
	Belgard Sq.,Tallaght Town Centre, D24
	Claim lodged and receiver has been assembling CCTV and inspecting site to finalise works in agreement with SDCC.

	S01A/0423
	Esker Manor
	Claim lodged relating to playground and compliance proposal pending from developer.

	SD04A/0936
	Aylmer Heath
	Claim lodged and CCTV received to initiate process of costing all taking in charge works

	SD06A/0107
	New Bancroft
	Bond in place during construction and house sale period. Site stalled and bond not renewed. Developer advised to put bond in place and that further sales of units would not be possible without same. Enforcement case being prepared. 


Q5/2013
PLANNING ENFORCEMENT 

QUESTION: Councillor T. Gilligan 

To ask the Manager to outline unauthorised development detected in 2011/2012; planning enforcement notices not complied with in 2011/2012; also broken down into the respective local areas?
REPLY:
There were 333 new complaints investigated by Planning Enforcement in 2011 and 263 new complaints investigated in 2012.

In 2011 there were 19 cases where legal proceedings were initiated for non-compliance with Enforcement Notices and in 2012 there were 14 cases where legal proceedings were initiated for non-compliance with Enforcement Notices.

There is limited crossover between the figures for complaints and legal proceedings given the timescales involved in the planning enforcement process.

This historical data is not collated in a manner which facilitates the breakdown into local areas. 
Q6/0313
STUDENT GRANTS 

QUESTION: Councillor T. Gilligan 

To ask the Manager to outline how many applications for student grants, SUSI, have been submitted this year?  How much in total are they worth?  How many have been paid out?
REPLY:
Following the setting up of Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) to commence in the Academic Year 2012/2013, all new applicants wishing to apply for a grant were directed to that Agency which is operated by the VEC.

South Dublin County Council however continued to process applications for renewal grants and the following are the statistics in relation to those applications. 

Applications received:               868

Granted:                                 787

Ineligible:                                 74

Awaiting further information:       7

The total spend from September 2012 to February 2013 (1st and 2nd Maintenance and Fees) is €2.3m.

Q7/0313
DODDER VALLEY

QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon
To ask the Manager to report on progress with regard to the achievement of the SLO in the current Development Plan with regard to the extension of Dodder Valley Park from Old Mill to Bohernabreena?
REPLY:
A full ecological survey of the relevant section of the Dodder Valley was completed in 2012.  This information is currently being used to prepare an environmental constraints map with a view to identifying areas of ecological interest and potential public access points to the Valley.  Also in 2012, a feasibility study of a strategic cycle route or 'greenway' along the Dodder Valley from Dublin City Centre to the Bohernabreena was completed.  NTA funding has been allocated to progress downstream sections of this route in 2013 and will be sought for additional sections, including the area upstream from the Old Mill, in future years.

Q8/0313
BRITTAS VILLAGE

QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon
To ask the Manager to report on progress, or otherwise, in relation to the SLO on Brittas Village in the current Development Plan?
REPLY:
Since the County Development Plan was approved in 2010, forward planning priorities have focused on the in-house preparation of plans for major development areas that are not already subject to statutory plans or where existing plans have become significantly outdated, including in-house Strategic Environmental Assessment of those plans as a cost saving measure.  It has also been necessary to allocate resources to securing externally funded work including, inter alia, NTA and Department of Transport funded mobility and infrastructure projects, EU funded energy planning projects and the Department of Education School Building programme.  This approach is reflected in work advanced in relation to the Brittas area, whereby a proposal for LEADER  funding has been made for a heritage (built and natural environment) trail focused on the proposed nha in the Brittas area, running around the Brittas Ponds and down the Slade Valley to link into the Villages of Saggart and Rathcoole.  The outcome of this funding application is imminent and if successful, will inform a planning study of the Brittas Village area.

Q9/0313
QUAD BIKES
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon
To ask the Manager to report on progress, if any, in relation to the SLO in the current Development Plan with regard to the control of 'quad bikes'?
REPLY:
Policy SCR69 (p.102) of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2010-16 relates to the restriction of off-road vehicles in public open spaces and parks and states:

It is the policy of the Council to prohibit the use of off-road motor vehicles in public open spaces, parks, grass verges, and in all public amenity/recreational areas, and that bye-laws will be introduced to give effect to this policy. The Council, in conjunction with other stakeholders, will also seek to develop a properly regulated facility in the County or wider sub-region for this activity. 

Bye-laws controlling the use of off road motor vehicles in public parks and open spaces in the County were adopted by the Council in 2011.  Other owners of recreational lands in the county such as the OPW, Coillte, Waterways Ireland etc. are implementing similar measures.  Coillte have put in place bye-laws in respect of the control of the use of quad bikes and other motorised vehicles in respect of their entire property estate.  Within the Dublin Mountains, the monitoring and implementation of these bye laws is assisted by the Volunteer Rangers of the Dublin Mountain Partnership (DMP) who are monitoring the use of quad bikes in the area.  The DMP has engaged with the consultative forum and setup a sub-committee to address the issue of Quads and other motorised vehicles in the Dublin Mountains area.  It is anticipated that this sub-committee will bring forward proposals in the near future.

Q10/0313
HORSES
QUESTION: Councillor G. Kenny
Of the 310 horses that were disposed of by SDCC in 2012: Can the council give a numerical breakdown of which horses were sent to the knackery and which horses were sold on to a third party?

REPORT:
The Council's Environmental Services Department has responsibility for the provision of litter collection and disposal throughout the county. Disposal facilities are provided through the network of 600 on street and 67 park litter bins that are in place. Any locations that pose particular difficulties in relation  to any types of litter should be referred to the Environment Department for assessment for additional bins.

In addition to disposal and collection of litter materials, the Council is engaged in a number of awareness campaigns aimed at the prevention and proper disposal of litter and dog-fouling in particular. This is in line with the overall aim of the Litter Management Plan which is to make South Dublin County a litter free County with the support, co-operation and involvement of the local authority, businesses, communities and individuals. 

The Responsible Dog Ownership Programme 

The Responsible Dog Ownership programme has been established by the Council to address the issue of dog fouling.

The Responsible Dog Ownership programme includes

·         pop-up stand

·         Poop Scoops

·         Leaflets 

These are available on loan to schools, community centres, businesses and other venues to display.  The pop-up stand is aimed at the general public and will raise awareness about the importance of being a responsible dog owner and has lots of useful information on how to be a better dog owner including:  Dog Fouling, Noise Pollution, Dog Licences, Identification of Dogs, Dog Control, Stray Dogs, Unwanted Dogs, Rehoming a Dog , South Dublin County Council Dog Pound.

All this information is available on www.sdcc.ie . Click here to see images of the Dog Ownership pop-up, Leaflets and Poop Scoops.
Anti Dog Fouling Stencil programme

An anti-dog fouling enforcement stencil initiative is taking place in regional parks around the County. This highlights the issue of dog fouling and reminds dog owners to act responsibly.

In addition a Green Dog Walking campaign will be launched in late March to highlight the issue of dog fouling and responsible dog ownership. This is a community focused initiative and will be rolled out through the Social Credits system.

Q11/0313

CCTV

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle
To ask the Manager to provide a detailed report on the use of covert CCTV to monitor known illegal dumping blackspots; and to advise on any prosecutions resulting from any use of such technology?

REPORT:
At the January 2013 meeting of the Council, a report on the invitation from the Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee was presented to the Members.  Following discussion a submission based on the contents of the debate was prepared and agreed with the Members prior to its submission to the Boundary Committee.  The following point was included in this submission: 

· There was also a widely held view that to increase the proposed membership of South Dublin to 40 seats at this time would be seen by the public as an error

This submission has been acknowledged by the Boundary Committee who have indicated that they will take the matter into consideration.  The report of the Boundary Committee will be submitted in due course to the Minister for consideration.

Should the motion be agreed by the Members a letter will issue to the Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government detailing the contents of the motion.

Q12/0313
BUS LANES
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle
To ask the Manager to provide a detailed report on the review, in conjunction with the NTA, of the use of bus-lanes and turning lanes?
REPLY:
Bus lanes are provided at junctions for the progression of public transport services and the road space for a bus lane is normally provided as an addition to the road space that would otherwise have been provided. At certain locations bus lanes utilise the space that would have otherwise been provided as a turning lane. In this case the bus lane is marked for use by relevant turning traffic. 

Not withstanding commitments that any particular bus lane shall be permanently provided, careful consideration must be given for universal use of a bus lane. Specifically the benefit that can be realised to general traffic and the detriment to public transport users given the requirements for sustainable use of limited infrastructure. It is unwise to base any such analysis on current conditions when a changed configuration will fundamentally redefine use of a junction.

Discussions are ongoing with the NTA regarding the use of bus lanes and turning lanes.

Q13/0313
CFRAM


QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to provide a detailed report on the progress in preparing CFRAM strategies and the timeframes for completion?
REPLY:
The South Dublin County Council area is part of the Eastern CFRAMS (Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management Study) area which takes in most of Leinster and includes the Boyne, the Liffey and the Avoca and all rivers in-between and their tributaries. The CFRAMS programme is managed by the OPW (Office of Public Works) and the Consultants for the Eastern CFRAMS are RPS of Belfast with all Local Authorities in the area providing information and data plus other Statutory Bodies like the EPA, ESB, etc. also aiding the programme. The Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment was completed for the end of 2011 and the next milestone is to have the Flood Hazard Mapping completed by the end of 2013 with the Catchment Flood Risk Management Plans ready for the end of 2015. The production of flood maps part of the programme is progressing well with the data gathering and surveying complete and the hydrological and hydraulic analysises on going. The flooding analysis for the Camac and Poddle have been fast-tracked and Consultants, RPS, hope to have draft flood maps available to present to the elected members and the public in June 2013 for comment.

The final Dodder CFRAMS documents incorporating the submissions by the public and interested bodies will be presented to the local ACMs and the Environmental SPC shortly and to full Council for their approval probably in June 2013.

Q14/0313 
UNPAID DEVELOPMENT LEVIES

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to provide a detailed report on the extent of outstanding development levies applying to residential estates in our county and the council's policy with respect to recovery of unpaid levies from developers?
REPLY:
For detailed information in respect of the collection of development contributions in the County and policy in relation to same please see link to recent report to the Economic Development SPC of February 13 2013. 

There is a total book balance of approximately €27million in respect of development contributions invoiced but not paid. Approximately €15million of said balance relates to residential invoices, with approximately €14million pertaining to various housing estates/apartment developments and the balance to residential extensions or privately built houses.
Of the €14million pertaining to residential developments in estates/apartment complexes, i.e. by development companies as opposed to individuals, the book balance relates to the categories below;

	Under Construction
	€840,000

	Stopped (Part Built but permission live or part built but permission expired/expiring)
	€5,470,000

	Not commenced (despite submission on commencement notice and issue of invoice)
	€365,000

	Completed Vacant
	€6,250,000

	Completed Occupied
	€1,250,000 


Where the elected members have adopted a development contributions scheme in accordance with the provisions of the planning acts (as is the case in South Dublin County Council, as recently as January 14th 2013), the payment of a development contribution where applicable, becomes a statutory planning requirement in the form of a condition attached to planning permission. The planning permission together with associated conditions is not transferable and does not move with an individual i.e. it is attached to the property. The local authority has a duty under planning legislation to ensure compliance with the conditions of planning permission, through enforcement measures as appropriate. It must also be noted that Development Contributions are a vital source of income for future infrastructural development in the County

Q15/0313
PART V

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to advise if this Council has since acquired any of the Part V social and affordable housing units listed in the detailed reply to Question No. 5 of the March 2011 Council Meeting; and in case of each acquisition to advise if the agreed costs (also listed in the aforementioned previous reply) were paid or if a reduced cost was negotiated?

REPLY:
The following table provides a current update on the reply to Question No. 5 of the March 2011 Council Meeting in respect of binding pre 2010 Part V agreements :- 

	Development
	Unit description
	Date of Agreement
	Agreed Cost
	Development status -   March 2011 
	Development Status  - March 2013

	Tallaght Cross
	26 x 1 bed apartments, 41 x 2 bed apartments and 7 x 3 bed apartments.
	Sep-08
	€15.19m
	Development substantially complete. Developer in receivership.
	Ongoing active negotiations with receiver to reach agreement on Part V matters. No significant change in development status since March 2011 

	Saggart Lodge, Saggart Village
	4 x 2 bed houses and  2 x 3 bed houses
	Dec-07
	€1.25m
	Development substantially complete. Developer in receivership.
	Ongoing active negotiations with receiver to reach agreement on Part V matters.

	New Bancroft, Tallaght
	 6 x 1 bed apartments and 13 x 2 bed apartments  
	Jun-08
	€3.8m
	Development incomplete and works stalled
	Development status has not changed since March 2011. 

	St Edmunds, Liffey Valley
	 11 x 1 bed apartments and 46 x 2 bed apartments   
	 Mar - 08
	 €13m
	No works commenced
	Development status has not changed since March 2011.

	Stocking Lane, Rathfarnham
	20 x 2 bed apartments
	Dec-07
	€4.6m
	No works commenced
	Development status has not changed since March 2011.

	Newcastle Lyons, Newcastle
	 15 x 2 bed apartments
	 Jul- 07
	 €3.18m
	No works commenced
	Development status has not changed since March 2011.

	Airpark, Stocking Lane
	7 x 2 bed apartments
	Aug-08
	€1.58m
	Development complete. Acquisition at an advanced stage.
	7 identified (Unsold Affordables) units were acquired into “Temporary Social Stock” in April 2011 at a cost of €1.58m in accordance with terms of legally binding Part V agreement. All 7 units are currently occupied by persons from the social housing waiting list.

	Castlegate, Adamstown
	11 x 3 bed apartments
	 Mar - 08
	 €2.88m
	Development complete
	Acquisition of 10 of the 11 identified units at a total cost of €1m at an advanced stage. The units will form part of social stock for allocation to persons on the social housing waiting list.


The named developments continue to be monitored closely for progress and the Council will engage with the respective developers and their agents to renegotiate previously agreed terms.  It should be noted that the life of the relevant planning permissions will be a matter for consideration as part of any renegotiation process.    
Q16/0313
PART V
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager, to advise if this Council has successfully renegotiated the terms of any pre-2010 Part V agreements so as to reduce costs to reflect current housing market conditions; and to advise, on an overall basis, on how many agreements were successfully renegotiated and what the saving to the Council was?
REPLY:
To date the Council has successfully renegotiated the terms of 1 pre - 2010 Part V agreement.  The revised agreement relates to the development in Castlegate, Adamstown resulting in savings of in excess of €1.5m to the Council at this point in time.  

Active negotiations are ongoing in respect of 2 other developments, namely Tallaght Cross and Saggart Lodge to secure revised Part V arrangements in accordance with current housing market conditions.   

Q17/0313
SECTION 142 REGISTER

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager to publish the Section 142 Register for 2012 as soon as possible on the Council website, and to consider a more user-friendly presentation of all Councillor expenses and remuneration on the website?
REPLY:
Following an end of year reconciliation of all Members expenses and the completion of the final quarter accruals it is expected that the Section 142 Register will be published on the Council website within the coming days.  Corporate Services and the IT Section are reviewing the current placement of the information on the Council's website and any changes to the current format/placement will be notified to all Members.

Q18/0313
PUTTING PEOPLE FIRST 
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager to detail all official contact from and with the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government, or his Department officials, on issues of local government reform relevant to South Dublin County Council following the publication of "Putting People First" in 2012, and to make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:
In the course of their normal duties most members of the senior management team in the Council would have continuous and multiple contacts with the staff of the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government on issues which pertain to the Government's "Putting People First" policy. 

While to date two circulars have been received  from the Minister and the Department, the first in relation to the formation of the Boundary Committee where submissions were sought on the proposals set out in 'Putting People First' for the re-configuration of local electoral areas.  A report was presented on this aspect to the January Council meeting which sought submissions from the Members and which culminated in the final submission (attached), which has been circulated to Members. To date, save for acknowledgement, no reply has been received from the Boundary Committee or the Department in respect of this submission.

The second circular was with regard to the Action Plan for Effective Local Government - Implementation, received from the Assistant Secretary with responsibility for Local Government.  It sets out a short overview and the processes for implementation of the Plan under the following headings:-

· Scope of Reform 

· Implementation Arrangements 

· Local Government Structures and Functions 

· Initial Action at Local Level 

· Legislation 

· Further Guidance and Reporting Arrangements

Our primary engagement, to date, has been via our submission to the Boundary Committee and we await details of the reporting arrangements on the local implementation of ‘Putting People First' from the Department.

Q19/0313
RENEWABLE ENERGY
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager to give a report on works underway, planned, envisaged or considered to provide renewable energy resources in the County, with regard to wind power, hydroelectric, solar, geothermal, biofuels or otherwise; to state the nature of these works; and to make a statement on South Dublin County Council's policy on encouraging renewable energy in the County in the time ahead? 
REPLY:

The Council has recently launched a Sustainable Energy Action Plan (SEAP) and this document is currently on public consultation until early April.  The SEAP focusses on energy use reduction and savings (efficiency measures) as well as renewable energy  resources and relates to the public and private sectors.  The SEAP also includes a series of actions in relation to renewable energy (RE).  

The first of the SEAP RE actions is the preparation of a Local Authority Renewable Energy Strategy (LARES) on which work has commenced.  LARES will specifically address wind, hydro, solar, geothermal, biofuels and otherwise in order to assist the County's contribution to the national renewable energy target of 16% by 2020.  

The second SEAP RE action relates to ongoing pilot renewable projects at a municipal level, which include solar thermal and pv, (County Arts Centre; Clondalkin Sports and Leisure Centre; Valahalla development) biomass-wood pellet (St, Marks Youth Centre), biogas- landfill gas recovery (Arthurstown) and geothermal- ground source heat pumps (Ballyroan Library and Valhalla developments).  

The third SEAP RE action relates to potential renewable energy projects at a commercial/institutional level, including hydro (potential for small scale schemes on the County's rivers) and wind (including potential in the County's Parks and on private lands).

The Councils policy is to encourage and support renewable energy related development at appropriate locations. This includes, for example, planning permission granted for a 4.5MW deep geothermal electricity generation facility at Greenogue in January 2011.   

Q20/0313    WWW.ATHCLIATHTHEAS.IE 

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

Chun ceist a chur ar an mBainisteoir cathain a mbeidh leagán Gaeilge ar fáil don suíomh Idirlín Chomhairle Contae Áth Cliath Theas, agus an mbeidh tuilleadh seirbhísí eile ar fáil trí Ghaeilge san am atá romhainn?

To ask the Manager when there will be an Irish version of South Dublin County Council's website and will there be more services available through Irish in the future?
REPLY:
Tá an leagan nua do www.athclaiththeas.ie  seolta.  Déanadh é seo ar an 5ú Márta 2013 i Leabharlann an Chontae, Tamhlacht.  Fáiltíonn Comhairle Contae Átha Cliath Theas aon teagmháil ón bpobal trí mheán na Gaeilge ar aon seirbhís atá ar fáil ón Chomhairle, mar atá lagaithe amach i scéim Gaeilge Chomhairle Contae Átha Cliath Theas 2012-2015.  

The new version of www.athcliaththeas.ie was launched on the 5th March 2013 in the County Hall, Tallaght.  South Dublin County Council welcomes any communication from the public through the medium of Irish on any service that the Council provides, as per the Irish Language Scheme of South Dublin County Council 2012-2015.

Q21/0313    C.E. SCHEME
QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell

To ask the Manager for a report on the Community Employment Scheme as operated by this Council to include the numbers involved, the type of activity engaged in, progression patterns for participants and the possibility for expansion of the numbers involved?
REPLY:
South Dublin County Council currently sponsors six Community Employment Projects with approved numbers for 111 participants and a Job Initiative Project facilitating 7 participants.  The participants are assigned to various roles in several Community Centres, Lucan Sports and Leisure Centre, Tallaght Stadium, Fettercairn Horse Project etc. 

There is a wide variety of roles within Community Employment, some of them include: 

· Receptionist/Administration 

· Centre Attendant 

· Stadium Maintenance 

· Cleaner 

· Childcare worker 

· Cook 

· Caretaker   

Community Employment Progression rates vary year to year and from one Project to another.  We monitor, encourage and support progression through skills and educational training but there are outside factors which can prevent some participants progressing onto employment and/or education. 

Analysis at the end of the recent Project roll overs (January 2013) indicated the following: 

· Progression to Employment/Education – 38% 

· Return to the Live Register/Unemployment – 34% 

· Other (includes retirement/ill health/emigration etc) – 28%

Progression to Employment/Education Per Project:

· Highest Rate – 56% 

· Lowest Rate – 36%

South Dublin County Council has recently submitted proposals to the Department of Social Protection to expand on the numbers on our Community Employment Projects taking into account the staffing resource needs of SDCC community facilities.  

33 extra participant places have been requested to facilitate increased demand in community facilities already staffed by CE participants and to include an additional number of new SDCC community facilities that require staffing resources.  

Q22/0313   EMPLOYMENT SCHEMES
QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell

To ask the Manager for a report on the operation of and numbers involved in this Council under the Work Placement Programme, redeployed Apprentices and TUS?
REPLY:
The Council has commenced the Local Training Initiative (LTI) for young travellers which will involve the temporary employment of a Coordinator and Assistant Coordinator to run the programme and the placement of up to 20 participants for 9 months.

Further Jobbridge posts are also being pursued in the following areas:

·        Programme Manager Link to be Active: Under the South Dublin County Sports Partnership the person will manage the development of the Link 2B Active programme which promotes reduced cost access to local sports facilities for people on social welfare assistance. In particular the person will seek to expand the programme by linking in with the community centre network and the activities on offer through them. 1 post for 9 months advertised.

Communications Assistant: administration of SDCSP website (Wordpress), SDCSP programmes and their objectives and conducting indirect research in sourcing information materials 1 post for 9 months advertised.

·        Project Assistant: supporting a new cultural diversity initiative promoting the practice of artists of immigrant and culturally diverse backgrounds and building diverse audiences, supported by SDCC, Dublin City Council and the New Communities Partnership. 1 post for 9 months commenced.

·        Development & Energy Management Officer: determine the level of Energy usage of SDCC and to further map this energy usage to determine the carbon baseline for the County 2 posts for 9 months each. Interview scheduled for 5th March 2013.

CCTV Monitor Assistant: monitoring and reporting on incidents. 2 posts for 9 months each commenced.

All placements under the Redundant Apprentices Placement Scheme (RAPS) 2012 have been completed. The Council has advised FAS that we can facilitate 26 apprentices under RAPS 2013 and we are awaiting details of any eligible participants. 

The TUS schemes are not open to the Council and are dealt with by the local development companies. In South Dublin it is understood that some 260 places are filled under this scheme.

Q23/0313    DUBLIN HOMELESS EXECUTIVE 

QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell

To ask the Manager for a report on the provision of services for Homeless persons to include the relationship between this Council and the Homeless Executive, the  role and function of the Homeless Executive, the role of housing agencies, and NGO's and how the policies pursued by this Council can contribute to the recently announced Government Objective on the elimination of Homelessness?

REPLY:
Chapter six of the Housing (Misc Provisions) Act 2009 provides a statutory structure to address the needs of people who are experiencing homelessness. The Act outlines a statutory obligation for each Local Authority to have an action plan in place and the formation of a Homelessness Consultative Forum and a Statutory Management Group and is based on the Dublin region structure. The Dublin region Statutory Management Group has representatives of local authority, HSE, probation service and DSP.

In Dublin the four Local Authorities provide a regional approach to homelessness and the Dublin Region Homeless Executive provides a shared support service within Dublin City Council to the Statutory Management Group, Implementation Advisory Group and the Joint Homeless Consultative Forum.

The Minister has made an order delegating the Homeless Funding to Dublin City Council as the lead statutory authority. 

South Dublin County Council provides its own Assessment and Placement Unit in County Hall Tallaght as part of the Strategic Plan and a Tender Award for Supported Temporary Accommodation in South Dublin has now been completed and service expected to commence by early Quarter 2 2013

The provision of homeless service on a regional basis has permitted the delivery of many services that might not be possible to be delivered on an individual authority basis.  Many of these services are provided by NGO’s and Voluntary Organisations contracted to the Dublin Homeless Executive for the region:

•         Supported Temporary Accommodation (STA) and Temporary Accommodation (24Hr) 

•         Private Emergency Accommodation - regional plan is to eliminate its use!
•         Long-term supported accommodation in place

•         Visiting Support by way of 

•         2 contracts to deliver (SLI) support to live independently

•         A Service aimed specifically at Mental Health Service

•         A service specifically for persons exiting Domestic Violence 

•         Day and Extended Day Services in place

•         Offering ‘Accommodation Finding Services’- ‘Information and Advice’ and ‘Food 
          
         Services’

•         Tenancy Sustainment Teams in DCC, DLR, Fingal and South Dublin County Councils

•         Housing First Demonstration Project in place concentrating on entrenched rough 

         sleeping

•         2 Homeless Action Teams have been established to deal with 

•         Children and Families 

•         Singles/ Couples Team

A new initiative of a ‘One Stop Shop’ approach is to be rolled out in Qtr 2 of 2013 in Parkgate Hall.

The new Government Homeless Policy Statement Launched on 21st February 2013 by Minister for Housing Jan O’ Sullivan reiterates the commitment to end long-term homelessness by end 2016 and reaffirms Homeless Strategy and makes a strong case for a housing-led approach which is about Housing supply, Prevention and Support.  The key challenges for Dublin Region is ‘Housing Supply’ and ‘Prevention

This will provide basis for the new Statutory Homeless Action Plan 2014 - 2016 which will be drafted in 2013 following a consultation process 

In South Dublin the following activity took place 

	Number of Emergency Bed Placements made since 01/01/2013:
	232

	Number of Presentations to Homeless Service Clinic during January 2013:
	368

	Number of Emergency Bed Placements made during January:
	No. of Placements:   232         
Temp. Emer. Accomm / Supported Temp. Accomm  18   
Private Emer. Accomm:  185 
Other:    29               


Homeless Register

	Number of applicants on homeless register @ 31/12/2012
	138

	Number of new applicants included on Homeless Register in 2013:
	8

	Number of applicants housed so far in Council/Voluntary Housing in 2013:
	2

	Number of applicants housed in private rented so far in 2013:
	2

	Number of other applicants removed from the Homeless Register in 2012:
	0

	Total Number on Homeless Register @ 31/1/2013
	142

	 
	 

	Homeless list Breakdown:
	 

	Transitional Accommodation
	N/A

	Supported Temporary Accommodation  (STA) & Temporary Emergency Accommodation (TEA)
	91

	B&B and Emergency Apartments
	28

	Hospitals
	3

	Prison
	0

	Aftercare
	5

	Women’s Refuge
	3

	Detox Clinic / Residential Care Unit
	12

	Using Freephone / Staying with friends
	0

	Total
	142


Q24/0313
RIGHT OF WAY

QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell

To request that the Manager provide a comprehensive report, to include the opinion of the Law Agent, on the situation of  “right of way” legislation as it pertains to laneways that have been provided in former times to enable householders access the rear gardens of their properties and therefore are not “thoroughfares” for the general public and will not be less “rights of way” for the intended purpose if there is a controlled entrance to the laneway (i.e. a gate) over which all relevant and interested parties (i.e. all householders with access to the laneway as well as the Local Authority) have control?
REPLY:
Laneways in housing developments which have been declared to be public roads in accordance with legal requirements and in charge of the council are for use by the public at large. 

The current legislation pertaining to the declaration of public roads is Section 11 of the Roads Act 1993. One of the requirements the council must comply with where it proposes to declare a road to be a public road is 

“satisfy itself that the road is of general public utility”  - Section 11(1)(b). 

For the purposes of clarification, “road” includes any street, lane, footpath, square, court, alley or passage as per the interpretation in section 2 of the Roads Act 1993. As members are aware the making of an order under subsection 1 of Section 11 of the Roads Act 1993 declaring a road to be a public road is a reserved function.

Housing developments on the other hand that are constructed as private developments are different to the above. These developments are usually maintained by a management company and the roads and services are not offered to the council for taking –in-charge purposes. The roads in such housing developments are not declared to be public roads and as such are private. Restriction of access to and use of any laneway in these housing developments would be a matter for the relevant management company and not the council.  

It is understood that this question refers to public laneways in the general Palmerston area. In the context of the extinguishment of the public right of way over such a laneway local residents have raised the following issues:-

a)      can they effect the closure by means of a gate

b)      they don’t want to be responsible for the future maintenance of the laneway, this should remain the responsibility of the council.

The laneways in question, while being public and in charge of the council, they are not in the council’s ownership.  The power to extinguish a public right of way is a reserved function under section 73 of the Roads Act 1993. To enable the residents to effect the closure of a laneway by means of a gate or otherwise, the consent of the owner would be required in the first instance. The issue of whether planning permission would be required for the erection of the gate would also need to be clarified. With regard to future maintenance of the laneway it should be noted that subsection (5) of Section 73 of the Roads Act 1993 states

“Notwithstanding any other enactment, where a public right of way over a public road or a part thereof is extinguished under this section, the road authority shall no longer be responsible for the maintenance of such road or part thereof with effect from the date on which the extinguishment of the public right of way comes into effect in accordance with subsection (4)."

It is clear from the above that the council would no longer be responsible for the maintenance of a laneway when the public right of way over it is extinguished.

H7/0313      DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H8a)/0313
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE DWELLINGS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H8b)/0313
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST IN 10 ST. MAELRUAN'S PARK, TALLAGHT
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, to dispose of the fee simple in the site listed hereunder. 

The following have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple in the property:  

	  ADDRESS 
	  LESSEE(S)
	PURCHASE PRICE

	10 St. Maelruan's Park                         
	John & David Lawlor (LPR's of Mary Lawlor)                      
	€41.24  


P. Poole
County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor C. Bond and RESOLVED:

“That South Dublin County Council, in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, dispose of the fee simple in the site listed hereunder. 

The following have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple in the property:

	  ADDRESS 
	  LESSEE(S)
	PURCHASE PRICE

	10 St. Maelruan's Park                       
	John & David Lawlor (LPR's of Mary Lawlor) 
	€41.24”  


H8c)/0313
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PLOT OF LAND TO THE REAR OF 61 BAWNLEA AVENUE, TALLAGHT,    DUBLIN 24 TO MS PRISCILLA BARKER  
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The owner of the property at 61 Bawnlea Avenue, Tallaght, Ms. Priscilla Barker applied to the Council to acquire a plot of Council owned land to the rear of her property, for incorporation into the garden of her house.

The matter was referred to the Council’s Valuer for examination and he has recommended the following terms which he considers to be fair and reasonable and which have been accepted by the Applicant.

Accordingly, I now recommend that the Council dispose of the plot of land measuring 0.0035 hectares or thereabouts to the rear of 61 Bawnlea Avenue, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/38/12 to the house owner, Ms. Priscilla Barker, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer:-

1. That the Council disposes of the subject plot for the consideration of €3,000 (three 
thousand euro) plus VAT (if applicable).

2. That the freehold title to the land be disposed of with vacant possession, subject 
to Clause 3 below.

3. That the Council retain a wayleave to area coloured yellow on the attached 
Drawing No. LA/38/12 to allow access to adjacent services.

1. That the Applicant shall incorporate the area into her existing property and any 
boundary constructed shall be in accordance with the Planning and Development 
and the Building Control legislation.

2. That the Applicant shall pay the Council’s Valuer’s fees of €800 (eight hundred 
euro) plus VAT.

3. That the Applicant shall pay the Council’s legal fees plus VAT and outlay.

4. That the transaction is completed within 3 months of the date of the Council’s 
approval of the disposal.

1. That the County Solicitor shall draft the necessary legal documents and shall 
include any further terms he deems appropriate in Agreements of this nature.

1. That no contract enforceable at Law is created or intended to be created until 
such time as contracts have been exchanged.

2. That the disposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being 
obtained.

The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired from Dublin City Council (formerly Dublin Corporation) in 1997 under the Scheme of Transfer of Lands and Housing pursuant to the Local Government (Dublin) Act, 1993. 

 
P. Poole

County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and RESOLVED:

“That the Council dispose of the plot of land measuring 0.0035 hectares or thereabouts to the rear of 61 Bawnlea Avenue, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/38/12 to the house owner, Ms Priscilla Barker, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer and outlined in the foregoing report.”
H8d)/0313
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED  DISPOSAL OF SITE AT BROOKFIELD ROAD, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 TO THE HEALTH SERVICE EXECUTIVE IN EXCHANGE FOR FORMER HEALTH CENTRE PREMISES AT MANOR ROAD, PALMERSTON, DUBLIN 20
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The Council at its meeting held on 14th June 2010 approved the disposal of a site at Brookfield Road, Tallaght to the Health Service Executive (HSE) by way of a lease for a term of 99 years in consideration of a capital premium in the sum of €272,994.00.  The site had been developed by the HSE or its predecessor some years earlier as the Rossfield Health Centre.  Manager’s Order LA/099/2010 and Minute No. H8d)/0610 refer.  The matter was referred to the Law Agent to complete the necessary legal documents.

Subsequently, the HSE notified the Council that it was vacating the Health Centre premises at Manor Road, Palmerston and enquired if the Council had a use for this premises.  The Council indicated an interest in acquiring the premises for community purposes. During  subsequent negotiations with the HSE, it was proposed by the Executive that the premises at Palmerston be exchanged for the freehold interest in the site of the Rossfield Health Centre which is owned by the Council, in lieu of payment of monetary consideration.  The matter was referred to the Council’s Chief Valuer to evaluate the proposed exchange and terms were agreed in principle with the HSE.

Accordingly, I recommend that the Council dispose of the freehold interest in the plot of land measuring 0.084 hectares or thereabouts at Brookfield Road, Tallaght, as shown delineated in red on the attached Indicative Drawing No. LA/37/10, to the Health Service Executive in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and subject to Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 and subject to the following terms and conditions:-

1. That the Council shall transfer the unencumbered freehold or equivalent title of the site as shown delineated in red on the attached Indicative Drawing No. LA/37/10 comprising .084 hectares or thereabouts together with a right of way over the area as shown shaded yellow on the drawing which is a common area containing access and communal car parking to be shared with the Brookfield Enterprise Centre and to a lesser extent Rossfield Stores which has an access onto the common area, to the Health Service Executive (HSE), for no consideration.  The Council also reserves the right to use the access area to facilitate any future development on the site adjoining the health centre, which is reserved for a community type facility and which right of use may be transferred to any potential owner or Management Company of this site at a future date. 

1. That the Council will retain ownership and control of the common areas (access road, car parking and incidental green areas) and will be responsible for the maintenance of these areas. The HSE shall pay an annual service charge in respect of the expenses/costs incurred by the Council in maintaining the common areas on a pro rata basis with other properties in the Estate, which will be determined by the gross floor area of the premises on the site. 

1. The HSE shall indemnify the Council in the sum of 6.4m (six million four hundred thousand euro) or such other sum as may be stipulated by the Council from time to time against third party claims or demands arising out of the HSE’s use and occupation of the common areas. 

1. That the HSE shall transfer the unencumbered freehold or equivalent title in possession to the Council, for no consideration, of the premises comprising of the former Palmerston Health Centre at 24 Manor Road, Palmerston, Dublin 20 as shown outlined in red on Folio map No.DN36787F.

1. That in the event that any VAT and/or stamp duty liability arises in respect of this exchange, then each party will be responsible for their respective VAT and/or stamp duty liability.  

1. That all outstanding charges, rates and taxes (if any) on the lands/premises shall be cleared prior to the completion of the transaction.

1. That each party shall be responsible for their legal, valuer's and any other conveyancing costs incurred in this matter. 

1. That the Council’s Law Agent shall draft the necessary legal agreements and shall include any further terms he deems appropriate in Agreements of this nature.

No agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until exchange of contracts has taken place.

The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired from Dublin City Council (formerly Dublin Corporation) in 1997 under the Scheme of Transfer of Houses and Lands pursuant to the Local Government (Dublin) Act, 1993 and part of lands acquired from Kelland Homes Ltd in 1998 for housing and enterprise centre purposes.

 
P. Poole

County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and RESOLVED:

“That the Council dispose of the freehold interest in the plot of land measuring 0.084 hectares or thereabouts at Brookfield Road, Tallaght, as shown delineated in red on the attached Indicative Drawing No. LA/37/10, to the Health Service Executive in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and subject to Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 and subject to the terms and conditions as outlined in the foregoing report.”

In response to a query on the future plans for this land, Mr. B. Coman, Director of Services noted that it was the intention that this would be used for a headquarters for the Civil Defence operating in the area.

H9/0313  
AUDIT COMMITTEE 2012 ANNUAL REPORT
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Mr. Thomas Stone, Chair of the Audit Committee, presented a comprehensive report for 2012.: 

“During 2012 the Audit Committee continued to review financial reporting and internal audit. The Committee also continued its focus on Risk Management; members of the Management Team were invited to AC meetings held in June, September and December to present and discuss the management of risks associated with their areas of operation. The AC meeting held in March was dedicated to the Annual Financial Statement 2010 at which the Local Government Auditor was present. 

Meetings of the Audit Committee were scheduled on the following dates in 2012:

13th March

12th June

11th September

12th December

Meeting held on 13th March

The Principal Local Government Auditor (LGA) presented his report in respect of his audit of the 2010 Annual Financial Statement of South Dublin County Council and commented on the overall financial performance, capital account and summary of major revenue collections. The following main issues as set out in the LGA report were discussed and/or noted:

· The cost of the Council’s stock of Affordable Housing Units

· Increase in Commercial Water Charges collection percentage

· Decrease in Commercial Rates collection percentage

Recommendations made by the LGA to improve the control environment were also reviewed by the committee and the Chair Mr Stone requested that the recommendations remain as a standing item on the agenda so that the Audit Committee could monitor their implementation. . 

Meeting held on 12th June

The County Architect presented a report on the risks associated with the Architectural Services operating environment and how these risks are managed. The report was discussed including the following areas – Capital Works Management Framework, Procurement Risks, loss of staff / expertise.

The following items were also reviewed/ discussed by the Committee:

· Update on the implementation of the LGA recommendations to improve the control environment

· Internal Audit Annual Activity Report

· Compliance with Internal Audit recommendations

· Audit Plan 2012, which focused on the control environment

· Internal Audit Reports issued since December 2011

The Audit Committee noted that the Annual Audit Plan will be brought in line with the Financial Year.

Mr. Thomas Stone was unanimously re-elected as Chair of the Audit Committee for the following 12 months

Meeting held on 11th September

The Director of Environmental Services presented a report on the risks associated with the Environmental Services operating environment and how these risks are managed. The report was discussed including the following areas – Cross Departmental Nature of risks, reporting mechanisms, knowledge management, management of exceptional weather events, scale of Public Realm works management.

The following items were also reviewed/ discussed by the Committee:

· Update on the implementation of the LGA recommendations to improve the control environment

· Internal Audit Reports issued since June 2012

· Matters dealt with under the Council’s grievance and disciplinary procedures

The Committee unanimously agreed to reschedule all future meetings to the second Wednesday of March, June, September and December and the dates of meetings to be held in 2013 were agreed.

Meeting held on 12th December

The following items were reviewed/ discussed by the Committee:

· Update on the implementation of the LGA recommendations to improve the control environment 

· Presentation on shared services – Internal Audit

· Internal Audit reports issued since September 2012

· Update on Audit Plan 2012

· Update on the implementation of Internal Audit Recommendations

· Matters dealt with under the Council’s grievance and disciplinary procedures

The Director of Roads and Water Services made a presentation to the Committee on the key operational risks for roads and water services in the following areas: 

· Procurement

· Asset Management

· Political/Legislative Change

· Emergency Planning and Management

· Contracts Management

· Maintenance of Infrastructure

· Human Resource Management

· Health and Safety

· Financial Management Responsibilities 

· Funding Continuity 

· Specific Public Health Risk in area of Water Quality
Following the presentation a discussion was held with particular emphasis on the move to Irish Water.
****

It is confirmed that during the course of 2012 the Audit Committee has not become aware from its own work and has not been advised by management of any materially adverse instances occurring in the financial and operational management of Council activities. 

The committee is of the opinion that its work programme to date complies with requirements of the function of the Audit Committee.  

The Committee wishes to thank the County Manager and her staff for their cooperation and support.

Thomas Stone

Chair

Audit Committee
South Dublin County Council Audit Committee

The current Audit Committee was established by resolution of the Council on the 9th November, 2009.  The Committee consists of seven members, four external and three Councillors as follows:

External Members:

Mr. Thomas Stone, Secretary & Financial Controller, Institute of Technology Tallaght 
(Chair)

Mr. Gerry Lynch, FCA, MBA, (Former) Director of Finance, Adelaide & Meath Hospital incorporating the National Children’s Hospital

Mr. Gerry O’Reilly, Newmarket Partnership (Nominee of South Dublin Chamber of 
Commerce)

Mr. Peter Byrne, CEO South Dublin Chamber of Commerce

Councillors:

Cllr. Guss O’ Connell

Cllr. John Lahart

Cllr. Emma Coburn

Schedule of attendance at Committee meetings in 2012:

	Elected Members
	March 
	June 
	September 
	December

	Cllr. Guss O’Connell
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Cllr. John Lahart
	Apologies
	Apologies
	Apologies
	Apologies

	Cllr. Emma Coburn
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	
	
	
	
	

	External Members
	March
	June
	September
	December

	Mr. Thomas Stone
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Mr. Gerry Lynch
	Yes
	Apologies
	Yes
	Yes

	Mr. Gerry O’Reilly
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Apologies

	Mr. Peter Byrne
	Apologies
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes”


Following presentation of the report Councillor E. Coburn wished to extend her thanks to Mr. Stone and the Committee for their diligence and courtesy during the course of their duties.  This was seconded by Councillor J. Lahart.

The report was NOTED.

H10/0313
APPLICATION FOR A COUNTYWIDE GRANT
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for a grant under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of grant to this organisation, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group        
	Type of Application  
	Date of Application
	Amount  

	GF2049
	Dublin Community Games, Carmichael House, North Brunswick Street, Dublin 7”
	3.2 Countywide Community Activity /Event
	08/02/13
	€3,000”


The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor D. Looney and RESOLVED:
“That South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grant as recommended in the foregoing report.”

H11/0313
APPROVAL OF REGISTRATION OF CHARGE IN FAVOUR OF THE MINISTER FOR ARTS, SPORT & TOURISM IN RESPECT OF SPORTS PAVILION - DODDER VALLEY PARK (OLD BAWN)
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The Council has been approved by the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism for total grants in the sum of €650,000 (R-13-26-l69 - €250,000) and (R-l4-26-204 - €400,000) from the Sports Capital Programme towards the cost of the above works for the purpose of constructing changing room facilities on Council owned land within Dodder Valley Park. 

A condition of the payment of the grant monies requires the Council, as registered owner of the property, to enter into a Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism to ensure the continued use of the facility as a stadium for a specified period of fifteen  years and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant on a reducing scale. This Deed of Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title to enable the draw down of grant monies.

In accordance with Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001 the Council may approve the granting of any ‘financial assistance whether by grants, loans, guarantees or other financial aid, lands or other structures etc’ for matters of this nature, such approval to be by way of resolution of the Council. The above definition would include accepting a charge against Council property in respect of funds provided by other parties for facilities constructed thereon.

Accordingly it is recommended that the Council adopt the following resolution:

“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, the Council enter into a Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism, which is for the absolute sole purpose of securing the approved state grant funding of €650,000  for the purpose of constructing changing room facilities on Council owned lands at Dodder Valley Park (property as shown outlined in red on attached Indicative Drawing No. PLS l878-02) as a Sports Pavilion for  a specified period of up to fifteen years and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant monies on a reducing scale. This Deed of Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title to the land under Folio No. 469F.”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and RESOLVED:
“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, the Council enter into a Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism, which is for the absolute sole purpose of securing the approved state grant funding of €650,000 for the purpose of constructing changing room facilities on Council owned lands at Dodder Valley Park (property as shown outlined in red on attached Indicative Drawing No. PLS l878-02) as a Sports Pavilion for a specified period of up to fifteen years and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant monies on a reducing scale. This Deed of Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title to the land under Folio No. 469F”.

CORRESPONDENCE FOR NOTING 

Ministerial

Co1/0313
Letter, dated 28/02/13, from Minister for Finance regarding SDCC's motion passed in relation to Property Tax & funding for Local Government (M12/1112).   (See also reply from Minister for Environment which was listed on Feb. 2013 council agenda at Co4).

Other

Co2/0313
Letter, dated 08/02/13, (by email) from Clones Town Council regarding their motion passed in relation to roaming charges.

Co3/0313
Letter, dated 11/02/13, from Limerick County Council regarding their motion passed in relation to extension of Excise Rebate in the 2013 Budget to bus & coach operators.

Co4/0313
Letter, dated 18/02/13, from Shannon Town Council regarding their motion passed in relation to cutbacks in the HSE and their impact on Frontline Services.

Co5/0313
Letter, dated 18/02/13, from Shannon Town Council regarding their motion passed in relation to the compulsory wearing of high visibility clothing by pedestrians.

Co6/0313
Letter, dated 27/02/13, from Monaghan County Council regarding their motion passed in relation to the new Property Tax and rent payable by Local Authority tenants.

Co7/0313
Letter, dated  04/03/13, from the National Transport Authority in reply to SDCC's letter requesting the Manager to seek a detailed update from the National Transport Authority on its review of bus services in our County (Q3/0113)

The above letters were NOTED.

MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
M1/0313
NEWLANDS CEMETERY 

MAYOR'S BUSINESS - Submitted by Councillor C. King, Councillor B. Lawlor, Councillor C. Bond, Councillor C. Brophy, Councillor D. Looney, Councillor E. Walsh, Councillor J. Hannon, Councillor M. Corr, Councillor M. Devine, Councillor M. Duff, Councillor P. Kearns
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor D. Looney:
“That this Council expresses concern with the reported operation of a workshop in the grounds of Newlands Cemetery and asks if this operation is compliant with the terms of the lease issued by SDCC, and if not what action can and will be taken in this regard and that the Council provide an update on enforcement proceedings in relation to same”.
REPORT:
“A meeting was held with the Dublin Cemeteries Committee on 6th March to discuss and bring resolution to a number of issues including the reported operation of a monumental fabrication facility within the grounds of Newlands Cemetery. In a letter dated 7th March, (copy attached), the Committee have agreed to cease the manufacturing and fabrication of monuments and restore the leased lands at Newlands Cemetery within 6 Months.  Given the operation(s) involved it is felt that 6 months for same is not an unreasonable timescale.” 

Letter Re. Newlands Cemetery 


The Mayor, Councillor C. King opened the debate noting that the development within the cemetery was an unauthorised development and in breach of the Lease Agreement despite a letter from the Cemeteries Committee in which they expressed a belief that they had not done anything wrong.
Contributions to the debate were made by Councillors D. Looney, P. Kearns, C. Brophy, M. Duff and M. Devine.  All Members were grateful to management for their part in the negotiations with the Cemeteries Committee and all regretted that the timeframe of six months could not be shortened but respected that this was the most agreeable outcome.
The Mayor Councillor C. King closed the debate by thanking management and staff for resolving the matter within a short period of time.

Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Services, acknowledged the Members’ opinion on the timeframe but noted the scale of the operation required a reasonable length of time of wind-down.  He also stated that the council would respond to the letter received pointing out that the Committee were indeed in breach of their lease agreement.
 The Motion was AGREED, 
M2/0313
BT YOUNG SCIENTISTS 
 It was proposed by Councillor E. Higgins, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge: 
“That the Council congratulates students from South Dublin County who participated in this years BT Young Scientist Exhibition”.
Councillor E. Higgins spoke of the need to recognise all participants in this event and not just those who won awards.  Five different groups from South Dublin took part and Councillor Higgins asked if there was anything further the Council could do to assist and promote future involvement in the event.
Councillors E. Tuffy, D. Looney, M. Duff and C. Brophy all supported the motion and commended Councillor Higgins for putting the motion forward.  Discussion featured around groups from South Dublin who had taken part and congratulations to those who had won awards.  It was acknowledged that cuts to education funding for special Transition Year Coordinators had a detrimental affect on participation but Members commended individual teachers who support students in a very real way to prepare their entries.  All Members were keen to see the council supporting and assisting in future years.

The Mayor Councillor C. King also wished to fully support the motion and noted the recent launch of Engineers Week which was a very successful event with large numbers of students involved locally. 
Director of Services Mr. P. Murphy noted the Council’s awareness of the need to encourage participation among young people in these type of events and stated that the Libraries throughout the County, the Childrens Officer and Comhairle Na nÓg were all very active in this area.

Councillor E. Higgins thanked all Members for their support and comments.

M3/0313
PUBLIC TRANSPORT 

It was proposed Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy: 
“That this Council supports the need for a more targeted approach to achieving a modal shift from private car to public transport and therefore calls on the Minister for Transport and the National Transport Authority to promote and permit greater bus service competition on key city-centre routes from our county as well as on potential new orbital routes in West & South County Dublin;  and further supports the extension of subvention to private bus operators”.
REPORT:
“One of the principal functions of the National Transport Authority in the Greater Dublin Area is to promote an integrated public transport network, implementing integrated ticketing, fares and information schemes, regulating fares and encouraging increased public transport use.

Should the motion be agreed by the members a letter will issue to the Minister for Transport and the National Transport Authority outlining the sentiments contained in the motion.”
Councillor W. Lavelle opened the debate on this motion and spoke at length on the need for a quality effective bus service.  Councillor Lavelle noted that although populations had increased in the Lucan area over the past number of years the bus service had declined.  He underlined the need for competition in the whole area of public transport, sufficient orbital routes throughout the county and updating of transport licencing laws some of which dated back to the 1930s.  

Councillors C. King, C. Bond, P. Cosgrave, M. Devine, D. Looney, P. Kearns and E. Walsh all declined to support the motion as it stood for a variety of the following reasons:
· Use of private contractors leads to “cherry picking” of routes

· Dublin Bus have many network success stories and there have been improvements in certain areas and problems are in the main due to lack of funding

· Members disagreed with subvention for private contractors

Following this discussion Councillor E. Tuffy stated that he could not support the motion in its present state and proposed an amendment to the motion as follows, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell, omitting the phrase “and further supports the extension of subvention to private bus operators”:
“That this Council supports the need for a more targeted approach to achieving a modal shift from private car to public transport and therefore calls on the Minister for Transport and the National Transport Authority to promote and permit greater bus service competition on key city-centre routes from our county as well as on potential new orbital routes in West & South County Dublin.”
Councillor C. Brophy, Councillor G. O’Connell and Councillor J. Lahart all stated that they would be supporting the motion and the main reasons for this were:
· Strong need to meet the needs of the community with both public and private operators;
· Need to break monopolies which are not in the public interest;
· Subvention already given to private operators in certain circumstances within the country. 

The Mayor Councillor C. King, who was opposing the motion, closed the debate by stating that if Dublin Bus were given proper funding there would be no need to be discussing use of private contractors at all.

Councillor W. Lavelle thanked the Members for all their contributions and stated that he would not be supporting the proposed amendment to the motion.
A show of hands vote followed on both motions and the results were as follows:
Motion  No. 3 (M3) As Amended:

FOR:

8    (EIGHT)
AGAINST:
12  (TWELVE)
The motion as amended FELL.
Motion  No. 3 (M3):
FOR:

10  (TEN)
AGAINST:
11  (ELEVEN)
The motion FELL.
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

In accordance with Standing Order. 15 (5) the Mayor, Councillor C. King proposed and the members unanimously agreed to suspend standing orders in order to deal with an emergency motion as follows:
EM/0313
EMERGENCY MOTION - INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 2013 

The following Emergency Motion was proposed by Councillors C. Bond, B. Bonner, C. Brophy, E. Coburn, M. Corr, P. Cosgrave, T. Delaney, A-M. Dermody, M. Devine, M. Duff, T. Gilligan, J. Hannon, E. Higgins, C. Jones, P. Kearns, G. Kenny, C. King, J. Lahart, W. Lavelle, B. Lawlor, D. Looney, M. McDonagh, G. O’Connell, T. Ridge, E. Tuffy, E. Walsh:

“That South Dublin County Council in commemorating International Women’s Day 2013 calls on the Government to use the EU Presidency to highlight and condemn the widespread practice of rape and sexual violence against women and children in the Democratic Republic of Congo.”
The Mayor Councillor C. King agreed to take this motion because of the cross-party support but stated that it was not an emergency motion in the true sense.

The emergency motion was unanimously AGREED.
Due to their related nature it was AGREED to take M4, M6 and M10 together:

M4/0313
 DOG FOULING BINS 

It was proposed by Councillor A-M. Dermody, seconded by Councillor  J.  Lahart: 
“That the Manager presents a report for discussion on the number of dog fouling bins in the County and confirms the number of dog licences issued in the County. Report to include details of the cost of individual bins and whether or not there is a provision in any Department’s budget for the inclusion of extra bins going forward.  Report to state if it is possible to micro-chip such bins to allow for efficient emptying of such bins.  As part of the Tidy-Towns Initiative currently underway within the County that there be provision made for extra bins to adequately cater for dog deposits.  Currently what you have are law-abiding citizens collecting their dog poop in plastic (biodegradable) bags and some of those same citizens being forced to dump their dog’s deposit  in the bushes of our parks and streets because of the inadequacy of  bins.  That Management from across all departments including Parks, Roads & Environmental Services provide a joined up approach to this issue, assuming of course that such an approach does not already exist”.
REPORT:
“The Council's Environmental Services Department has responsibility for the provision of litter collection and disposal throughout the county. Disposal facilities are provided through the network of 600 on-street and 67 park litter bins that are in place. Details of  SDCC's bin cleansing schedules will shortly be posted to the Council's Daily Maintenance Schedule available  on SDCC homepage www.sdcc.ie  The Council has considered the provision of the suggested "dog fouling bins" however these bins are not considered an efficient means of collecting litter when the material can be disposed of through the normal litter bins along with other litter types. Any locations that pose particular difficulties in relation  to any types of litter should be referred to the Environment Department for assessment for additional bins.

Currently, there are 9,750 Dog Licences in force throughout the county. 

In addition to disposal and collection of litter materials, the Council is engaged in a number of awareness campaigns aimed at the prevention and proper disposal of litter and dog-fouling in particular. This is in line with the overall aim of the Litter Management Plan which is to make South Dublin County a litter free County with the support, co-operation and involvement of the local authority, businesses, communities and individuals. 

The Responsible Dog Ownership Programme 

The Responsible Dog Ownership programme has been established by the Council to address the issue of dog fouling.

The Responsible Dog Ownership programme includes

·         pop-up stand

·         Poop Scoops

·         Leaflets 

These are available on loan to schools, community centres, businesses and other venues to display.  The pop-up stand is aimed at the general public and will raise awareness about the importance of being a responsible dog owner and has lots of useful information on how to be a better dog owner including:  Dog Fouling, Noise Pollution, Dog Licences, Identification of Dogs, Dog Control, Stray Dogs, Unwanted Dogs, Rehoming a Dog , South Dublin County Council Dog Pound.

All this information is available on www.sdcc.ie . Click here to see images of the Dog Ownership pop-up, Leaflets and Poop Scoops.
Anti Dog Fouling Stencil programme

In 2011 a programme was anti-dog fouling stencilling was applied to all Regional Parks throughout the County. This initiative was welcomed by members of the public. The programme is to be extended in the spring 2013 to neighbourhood and local parks. Purpose of the stencilling programme is to highlight the issue of dog fouling and focus on dog owner responsibility.

In addition a Green Dog Walking campaign will be launched in late March to highlight the issue of dog fouling and responsible dog ownership. This is a community focused initiative and will be rolled out through the Social Credits system”.

The Motion was AGREED. 
M6/0313
ANTI DOG-FOULING INITIATIVES 

 It was proposed by Councillor M. Devine, seconded by Councillor J.  Lahart:
“That the Manager report on anti-dog fouling initiatives within the County and consider reviewing the "hierarchical list" to provide priority to those areas most effected”.
REPORT:
“The Council's Environmental Services Department has responsibility for the provision of litter collection and disposal throughout the county. Disposal facilities are provided through the network of 600 on street and 67 park litter bins that are in place. Any locations that pose particular difficulties in relation  to any types of litter should be referred to the Environment Department for assessment for additional bins.

In addition to disposal and collection of litter materials, the Council is engaged in a number of awareness campaigns aimed at the prevention and proper disposal of litter and dog-fouling in particular. This is in line with the overall aim of the Litter Management Plan which is to make South Dublin County a litter free County with the support, co-operation and involvement of the local authority, businesses, communities and individuals. 

The Responsible Dog Ownership Programme 

The Responsible Dog Ownership programme has been established by the Council to address the issue of dog fouling.

The Responsible Dog Ownership programme includes

·         pop-up stand

·         Poop Scoops

·         Leaflets 

These are available on loan to schools, community centres, businesses and other venues to display.  The pop-up stand is aimed at the general public and will raise awareness about the importance of being a responsible dog owner and has lots of useful information on how to be a better dog owner including:  Dog Fouling, Noise Pollution, Dog Licences, Identification of Dogs, Dog Control, Stray Dogs, Unwanted Dogs, Rehoming a Dog, South Dublin County Council Dog Pound.

All this information is available on www.sdcc.ie . Click here to see images of the Dog Ownership pop-up, Leaflets and Poop Scoops.
Anti Dog Fouling Stencil programme

An anti-dog fouling enforcement stencil initiative is taking place in regional parks around the County. This highlights the issue of dog fouling and reminds dog owners to act responsibly.

In addition a Green Dog Walking campaign will be launched in late March to highlight the issue of dog fouling and responsible dog ownership. This is a community focused initiative and will be rolled out through the Social Credits system”.
The Motion was AGREED. 
M10/0313   DOG FOULING 

It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:
“That this Council notes the very serious problem on dog-fouling in our County and requests the Manager to present a detailed report, for discussion, on possible new and innovative measures to address this problem”.
REPORT:
“The Council's Environmental Services Department has responsibility for the provision of litter collection and disposal throughout the county. Disposal facilities are provided through the network of 600 on street and 67 park litter bins that are in place. Any locations that pose particular difficulties in relation to any types of litter should be referred to the Environment Department for assessment for additional bins.

In addition to disposal and collection of litter materials, the Council is engaged in a number of awareness campaigns aimed at the prevention and proper disposal of litter and dog-fouling in particular. This is in line with the overall aim of the Litter Management Plan which is to make South Dublin County a litter free County with the support, co-operation and involvement of the local authority, businesses, communities and individuals. 

The Responsible Dog Ownership Programme 

The Responsible Dog Ownership programme has been established by the Council to address the issue of dog fouling.

The Responsible Dog Ownership programme includes

·         pop-up stand

·         Poop Scoops

·         Leaflets 

These are available on loan to schools, community centres, businesses and other venues to display.  The pop-up stand is aimed at the general public and will raise awareness about the importance of being a responsible dog owner and has lots of useful information on how to be a better dog owner including:  Dog Fouling, Noise Pollution, Dog Licences, Identification of Dogs, Dog Control, Stray Dogs, Unwanted Dogs, Rehoming a Dog , South Dublin County Council Dog Pound.

All this information is available on www.sdcc.ie . Click here to see images of the Dog Ownership pop-up, Leaflets and Poop Scoops.
Anti Dog Fouling Stencil programme

An anti-dog fouling enforcement stencil initiative is taking place in regional parks around the County. This highlights the issue of dog fouling and reminds dog owners to act responsibly.

In addition a Green Dog Walking campaign will be launched in late March to highlight the issue of dog fouling and responsible dog ownership. This is a community focused initiative and will be rolled out through the Social Credits system”.

Councillor A-M. Dermody thanked the Manager for the report and queried the cost of the requested bins to the council and spoke on responsible dog ownership.

Councillor M. Devine spoke on Motion 6, and noted an upsurge in irresponsible dog ownership which was evident around the county.  The Member spoke of the dangers of toxocaria.  Councillor Devine also requested that the dog stencilling which was evident in our parks be extended to other areas.
Councillor W. Lavelle spoke on Motion 10, and the depth of concern that exists in communities in relation to dog fouling.  The Member commended Ms M. Ni Dhomhnaill and her team who do excellent work in relation to Tidy Towns but stated that a visible presence in relation to the issue of dog fouling was required to tackle irresponsible dog owners.  Councillor Lavelle informed the meeting that in his opinion councillors would be agreeable to help out on this issue during events such as fun days in the parks etc.  He also said that the Lucan area had repeatedly requested signage in relation to dog fouling and asked management to review these areas.
Councillors C. King, J. Lahart, E. Walsh, T. Delaney, G. O’Connell, J. Hannon and P. Kearns all spoke in favour of the motions.  Councillor Lahart felt the report by the Manager was comprehensive but lacked action to address the issue while Councillor Delaney felt that the response was insufficient.

All Members who spoke to the motions were in agreement that there was a need for a tightening up on enforcement of the bye-laws, a need to extend the dog stencilling signs beyond parks, education of dog owners and sufficient suitable bins for disposal of bags.

Members also agreed that as the council was operating a public service residents were entitled to have footpaths and open spaces free from dog excrement.  
Councillor J. Hannon requested that the standard litter bins be fitted with signs stating that they are suitable to dispose of dog litter.

Ms Y. Dervan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to the Members by stating that the dog stencilling programme is to be expanded.  She welcomed the Members input and outlined difficulties with enforcement of bye-laws.  She also spoke about the future launch of a dog walking campaign which would encourage volunteering and would promote responsible ownership.

County Manager Ms P. Poole in addressing the Members stated that she understood fully the sentiment of the motions but also stressed the difficulties encountered in enforcement under the Litter Pollution Act especially in respect of witnesses not being prepared to give evidence in court if required to do so.  She also undertook to have signage requested put on litter bins.  The Manager also stressed the cost per day for cleaning in the public realm and that some residents need to become more responsible.

M5/0313
SOCIAL EMPLOYMENT SCHEME
It was proposed Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G.O’Connell:

“That this Council notes the provision in Budget 2013 of funding for the creation of 3000 new Local Authority Social Employment Scheme Placements, supports initiatives and actions by South Dublin County Council to provide, and/or collaborate in the provision of, relevant training for job seekers specific to growing industries in the County and supportive of the Council's involvement in efficient energy use and other projects, including projects supporting disadvantaged communities and sports and recreation projects, and requests the Manager to make a statement on the matter”.
REPORT:
“The Action Plan for Jobs sets out the Government's enhanced labour market activation strategy which sets out to maximise the number of positions that can be filled by those who are currently unemployed.  The scheme recognises the limited public resources at our disposal but notes that activation measures are targeted at those groups who are most at risk of long-term unemployment  as well as those who would benefit most from interventions. 

The scheme recognises that the pathway back to work will vary for individuals depending on their skills set and qualifications, on developments in the economy and on the extent to which people remain attached to the labour market through activation, education and training as appropriate.

This Council plays a key role in a wide range of activities which result in a job dividend for the County.  The Council is committed to the delivery of a host of projects which aim to benefit local businesses and communities in the County.  The marketing of our county as a great place to develop a business, combined with the significant level of capital investment in the arts, tourism, sports, recreation, community facilities and transport infrastructure has a very positive impact on employment supports and economic recovery.

Activities supporting enterprise include:

· The Business Development and Sustainability Project which was delivered in 
conjunction with South Dublin Chamber 

· Support for enterprise agencies and business networking events 

· Provision of enterprise infrastructure such as serviced sites and planning support 

· Provision of new arts / concert venues, sporting facilities and tourism products, 
relating to a broad range of recreation and amenity facilities 

· The Connect with Energy Initiative which promotes the growth of the green 
economy and aims to improve business competitiveness by advising businesses on 
how to reduce energy costs in the workplace.

Last year also saw the development of an Economic Strategy for the Council. This strategy is geared towards maintaining the county's position as an economic driver within the wider region and as a destination for indigenous business and direct foreign investment. It highlights the County's character areas where economic development can be nurtured and firmly positions the protection of existing jobs and the creation of new jobs as a key priority of the Council.

In response to previous initiatives, the Council  is commencing the Local Training Initiative (LTI) for young travellers which will involve the temporary employment of a Coordinator and Assistant Coordinator to run the programme and the placement of up to 20 participants for 9 months.

Further Jobbridge posts are also being pursued in the following areas:

·        Online Community Assistant & Web Editor:  joint project undertaken by Arts Office with partners Dublin City Council, the National Youth Council and Temple Bar Cultural Trust in relation to a new initiative YAM. (Your Arts Map) 1 post for 9 months.

·        Project Assistant: supporting a new cultural diversity initiative promoting the practice of artists of immigrant and culturally diverse backgrounds and building diverse audiences, supported by SDCC, Dublin City Council and the New Communities Partnership 1 post for 9 months.

·        Development & Energy Management Officer: determine the level of Energy usage of SDCC and to further map this energy usage to determine the carbon baseline for the County 2 posts for 9 months each.

Total of additional 26 posts for 9 months.

The Council also looks forward to the introduction of the Local Enterprise Office (LEO) Initiative in the current year (2013). The Council's existing Economic Development unit will continue their valuable contribution and the Council continues to host the County Enterprise Board in County Hall.  However the LEO will preside over the expansion of this service as it will integrate the working of both offices and lead to a stronger and more streamlined service to business in the County. 

In Budget 2013 the Government announced that it was providing an additional €11 million in 2013 and €26 million in a full year, to allow the Department of Social Protection to increase by 10,000 the number of placements available across the labour market activation schemes offered by the Department.  They confirmed that these measures will improve employability and work readiness outcomes for participants by giving them opportunities to put their work skills into practice and learn new ones. 

The Minister for Social Protection confirmed that these include 2,500 JobBridge places, 2,500 places on the Tús scheme, an additional 2,000 community employment scheme places, as well as 3,000 places in local authority social employment schemes.  The Minister indicated that the positions with local authorities are expected to focus on construction and engineering type positions.  It has been initially suggested that the scheme will be rolled out on a phased basis over the coming year where proposals will be developed which would be complementary to the core work carried out but which would not replace it.  Work is well advanced on the development of the new programme between local authorities and government departments. The areas referred to in the motion will also be considered as the proposals are developed further”.  

Councillor E. Tuffy thanked the Manager for the comprehensive report and felt that this kind of workforce was very useful in the current employment crisis.

Councillor G. O’Connell and Councillor J. Lahart fully supported the motion and commended the council for taking advantage of schemes such as this.  Councillor O’Connell stressed the importance to get the balance right which not displacing current jobs.  Councillor Lahart felt that a special meeting to discuss employment and the Council’s role in creating employment needed to be held.
County Manager, Ms P. Poole stressed that the number of places allocated across the county were set and that there was no scope to allow for any more.  She spoke about the apprentice’s programme which would be supported and had been very successful.  The new programme being developed would be managed directly with the Department of Social Protection.  It was expected that this programme would be signed off shortly and announced by the Minister.  Ms Poole spoke of the council’s own economic strategy which supported the business sector and created conditions for employment.

Councillor E. Tuffy thanked the Manager and Members for their comments.

The motion was AGREED. 

M7/0313
PROPERTY TAX
 It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor E. Walsh:

“That this Council agrees, in the interests of prudent financial planning, that immediate clarification be provided, in light of the government's decision to levy the Property Tax on Council/Social Housing, in relation to the budgetary position of the Council in light of this decision - and specifically to clarify whether:

(a)  Council tenants will have to pay the tax directly;

(b)  Housing Rents will be increased to offset the cost to the Council of paying the 

     tax on behalf of the householder;

(c)  Or the property tax levied on private householders/homeowners will be used to      
     subsidise the property tax on Council dwellings”.
REPORT:
“The legislation [Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012] was enacted on the 26 th December 2012 and we await guidance from the Department of Finance and Department of Environment Community and Local Government regarding the implications and the financial impact of the legislation on the Council.

There are discussions between these Departments and the Revenue Commissioners at which Local Authorities are represented through the CCMA. The members will be kept informed of progress following these discussions”.

Councillor J. Lahart accepted the Manager’s report.  Councillor C. King stated that the ideal scenario would be matching funding from the Department to be forthcoming.
The Motion was AGREED.
M8/0313
 NITELINK SERVICES
It was proposed by Councillor E. Walsh, seconded by Councillor M. Duff
“Go n-impíonn an Chomhairle seo ar Bhus Átha Cliath:

1. an t-ionad feithimh le haghaidh an NITELINK a bhogadh ó Shráid D'Olier go háit níos sláine.

2. an t-amchlár nua le haghaidh an NITELINK a chúlghairm.

That this Council asks Bus Átha Cliath:

1.  to move the waiting area for the NITELINK from D'Olier Street to a safer place.

2.  That the new timetable for the NITELINK be revoked”. 
REPORT:
“Má ghlactar leis an rún, eiseofar téarmaí an rúin agus cuirfear chuig Bus Átha Cliath é.

Should the motion be agreed by the Members a letter will issue to Bus Atha Cliath detailing the contents of the motion”.
Councillor E. Walsh began the debate by condemning the decision of Bus Atha Cliath to move the terminus for the NITELINK service from College Green where it had been for 20 years to D’Olier Street.  The new location was undesirable due to its proximity to many night clubs and pubs.  The Member also felt the frequency of the service had declined substantially.

Councillor C. King, Councillor M. Duff, Councillor C. Bond and Councillor E. Tuffy all supported the motion and it was also felt that the lack of pick-up points acted as a disincentive for many to use the service.

The Motion was AGREED.
M9/0313
HORSES 

It was proposed by Councillor G. Kenny, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:

“That this council in its responsibility and accountability according to the Control Of Horses Bye-Laws 1997 that it has a transparent and documented criteria for the disposal of horses. Last year over three hundred horses were deemed to be disposed of in accordance to the Bye-Laws in this county, does this council have the knowledge and traceability of each horse that was deemed to be disposed of under the present guidelines”.
REPORT:
All horses seized by the Council are verified against the National Passporting and traceability requirements and processed as required under the appropriate regulations. Horses which are not reclaimed or rehomed are disposed of through the national network of Dept of Agriculture approved Category 2 Intermediate Plants (Knackery). With regard to the issue of traceability, documentation is required by the Council detailing the processing of each individual horse, confirming that disposal has been effected through these authorised facilities. The Council then submits these records to the Department of Agriculture to complete the tracing process. All horses seized by the Council are accounted for in this way.

SDCC is currently engaged in a Review of the Control of Horses Bye-laws l997 to reflect the
recommendations of  the   protocol agreed between the D.A.F.M. and Local Authorities in May 20l2. It is anticipated that a report on the review of these bye-laws will be presented to the April meeting of the Council”. 

Councillor G. Kenny requested clarification around the issue of re-homing of a number of horses and also queried the cost of the service to the council over the past four years.

Ms Y. Dervan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to Councillor Kenny’s queries and set out the council’s position in relation to the operation of the pound under the Control of Horses Act, from impounding of the horses to disposal / re-homing.
Councillor Kenny stated that he was not happy with the response and wanted exact details of where the horses in question were rehomed to and who profited from their sale.

County Manager Ms P. Poole informed Councillor Kenny that all animals were rehomed through welfare groups and not allowed leave the pound without proper documentation.  Location of individual horses could not be released but she would be happy to go through the process in detail with Councillor Kenny if he so requested.

The Mayor, Councillor C. King, suggested that Councillor Kenny should request a meeting with the Manager on that basis.
The Motion was AGREED.
M11/0313
NUMBER OF COUNCILLORS 

 It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor E. Walsh and MOVED without debate:
“That this Council, bearing in mind that the only foreseeable source of additional revenue to this Council (and other Dublin Councils) is revenue accruable from Property Tax (through an equalisation fund), recommends to the Minister for Environment & Local Government, that increasing the number of councillors to this Local Authority to forty, is not warranted at this time.”
REPORT:
“At the January 2013 meeting of the Council, a report on the invitation from the Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee was presented to the Members.  Following discussion a submission based on the contents of the debate was prepared and agreed with the Members prior to its submission to the Boundary Committee.  The following point was included in this submission: 

· There was also a widely held view that to increase the proposed membership of South Dublin to 40 seats at this time would be seen by the public as an error

This submission has been acknowledged by the Boundary Committee who have indicated that they will take the matter into consideration.  The report of the Boundary Committee will be submitted in due course to the Minister for consideration.

Should the motion be agreed by the Members a letter will issue to the Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government detailing the contents of the motion.”
M12/0313
DCS AND HOUSEHOLDERS 
It was proposed by Councillor C. Brophy, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and MOVED without debate:
“That this Council does not support the actions of Wicklow County Council against home owners in relation to Development Levies and that this Council would not undertake similar action in South Dublin.”
REPORT:
“The detailed report below sets out the complex issues in relation to the collection of Development Contributions conditioned in Planning Permissions. In summary, in all cases where development contributions remain unpaid, the requirement to secure compliance with the planning permission as granted is a legislative duty of  the Planning Authority and is the responsibility of the property owner. However, in the case of sale/purchase of a speculatively built home, provided that the normal conveyance practice outlined below is observed, no further requirement in respect of Development Contributions should arise. South Dublin has not, to date, taken enforcement action against individual occupants of multi-unit developments where they are not the developer.  Furthermore, it has always been our priority to deal with the developer in relation to the payment of development contributions.

Where a local authority has adopted a development contributions scheme in accordance with the provisions of the planning acts (as is the case in South Dublin County Council, most recently on January 14th 2013), the payment of a development contribution becomes a statutory planning requirement in the form of a condition attached to planning permission.  The planning permission and the associated benefits and obligations and associated conditions, is not transferable and does not move with an individual i.e. it is attached to the property. There is not full compliance with planning permission where development contributions have not been paid. 

It has been normal conveyance practice for decades that, prior to sale, a solicitor acting on behalf of any purchaser would seek confirmation of compliance with planning conditions with the local authority, including in particular, the payment of development contributions. Where this practice is followed it is unlikely that a sale would proceed without planning issues, such as payment of development contributions, having been confirmed as in compliance with the associated permission(s). This operates as a necessary safeguard for the purchaser.

The twin safeguards whereby the Council ensures that development contributions must be paid by the developer prior to close of sale and the practice whereby a solicitor acting on behalf of a purchaser seeks confirmation of payment of development contributions, have operated effectively to date.  There is a concern that any blanket move to preclude local authorities from pursuing individual homeowners, could have the unintended consequence of removing part of this safeguard and placing the onus entirely on the local authority. 

In any event, the local authority has a duty under planning legislation to ensure compliance with the conditions of planning permission, through enforcement measures and the Council are obliged to operate statutory provisions for the collection of income to fund necessary public infrastructure, including the collection of development contributions. 

For further information in respect of the collection of development contributions please see link to recent report to the Economic Development SPC.”
M13/0313   ST. PATRICKS DAY

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:
“That this Council notes with regret the decision not to host a St Patrick's Day event in the county town this year; and that this Council calls on interested organisations and groups to come together with the support and backing of South Dublin County Council for events in Tallaght and elsewhere in the county for the 2014 celebrations.”
REPORT:
“In the last five years, over 34, 000 people have participated in the celebrations hosted across South Dublin County by the Council and our partners during Seachtain na Gaeilge Átha Cliath Theas. Events include classes, workshops, concerts, competitions and tours. In addition a number of online facilities and services were launched during our national festive season. 

This year promises to be another astounding success. There are over 100 events being held across the County, involving people of all ages and levels of Irish. South Dublin Library Services are hosting events throughout the library network, with many children attending from local Gaelscoileanna and English speaking schools. Corporate Services are launching the 2nd Irish Language Scheme and our new updated website www.athcliaththeas.ie during SnaGÁct 2013. As part of the nationwide St Patrick's Festival, a greening programme is being organised for County Hall, Tallaght, with a traditional Irish music lunchtime event open to the public in County Hall on Thursday 14th March 2013. 

There are a significant number of events planned for all ages and we encourage all members of the community to participate over the period from the 3rd to the 17th March. These events have been advertised on the Council’s website and Social Media pages and there has been a high demand with many event filled to capacity already. See the link to the brochure for the entire programme of events SnaGÁct 2013. 

While there will not be an event to mark St. Patrick's Day in Tallaght Stadium this year, it is envisaged that the Council in collaboration with the appropriate community organisations, clubs and commercial concerns will develop a model that will allow the national Patron Saint's day to be again commemorated in Tallaght.” 

Councillor D. Looney stated that it was regrettable that no celebration would be held this year in the county town.  He understood the financial constraints but hoped that a celebration could be forthcoming in 2014 as a town with a population in excess of 100,000 should have some kind of event for the national holiday.

Councillor W. Lavelle issued an invitation from the Chair of the Lucan parade event to all the Members to attend the Lucan celebrations.
The Mayor, Councillor C. King also wished to register his regret at no event being held in Tallaght in 2013 and hoped this could be rectified in 2014.  The Mayor was mindful of the funding issues.

The report was NOTED.
M14/0312
 OPPORTUNITY TO TRANSFORM 

It was proposed by Councillor E. Higgins, seconded by Councillor C.  Brophy:
“That this Council congratulates the staff and volunteers involved in Opportunity to Transform Walk in Corkagh Park and supports efforts to encourage more people into parks around the County.”
REPORT:
“The Member's compliments are appreciated and have been passed to the staff involved. The Opportunity to Transform event, held on Saturday 23rd February in Corkagh Park, was organised by the SDCC Sports Partnership Co-ordinator and was attended by 500 runners and walkers. It is proposed to continue to encourage the use of the Council's parks for events like this throughout the year.”
Councillor E. Higgins congratulated all those involved both in organising and participating in the events.
 The Motion was AGREED.
The meeting concluded at 6.25 p.m.
Signed:__________________________

Mayor 

Date:   __________________________
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