COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 11th February 2013
PRESENT
	Councillors
	Councillors

	Bond, C.
	Jones, C.

	Bonner, B.
	Kearns, P.

	Brophy, C.
	Kenny, G.

	Coburn, E.
	King, C.

	Corr, M.
	Lahart, J.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lavelle, W.

	Delaney, T.
	Lawlor, B.

	Dermody A-M.
	Looney, D.

	Devine, M.
	McDonagh, M.

	Duff, M.
	O’Connell, G.

	Gilligan, T.
	Ridge, T.

	Hannon, J.
	Tuffy, E.

	Higgins, E.
	Walsh, E.


OFFICIALS PRESENT
	County Manager
	P. Poole 

	Directors / Heads of Function


	C. Henehan, F. Nevin, T. Walsh,

B. Coman, P. Murphy, J. Quinlivan

	Senior Executive Officers
	E. O’Gorman, M. Maguire, 

H. Hogan, Y. Dervan

	Senior  Engineers 
	J. Mc Loughlin, T. O’Grady, D. Finch  

	Senior Executive Planner 
	K. Kenny

	Administrative Officer
	P. Fogarty, E. Leech

	A/Administrative Officer
	M. O’Neill

	A/ Staff Officer 
	B. Gorman

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne

	I.T.
	S. Hunt


The Mayor, Councillor C. King presided. 
Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Mayor Councillor C. King requested a minute’s silence in memory of a member of staff who had recently passed away, Mr. Jimmy O’Donoghue and the tragic circumstances of the death of Garda Adrian Donohoe.  The Mayor then suggested that a Book of Condolences, which had been open in County Hall in memory of Garda Donohoe be presented to the two Chief Superintendents for the area at the Joint Policing Committee meeting to be held on 27th February next.

The Mayor Councillor C. King went on to speak of South Dublin County Council’s recent achievements in the LAMA awards in which it received seventeen nominations and won three categories, namely, Community Volunteer of the Year, Ready2Read and most noteworthy of all Council of the Year.  The Mayor congratulated all those involved.
H1/0213
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 14th January 2013, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart.
H2a) 0213 
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - RATHFARNHAM AREA  COMMITTEE 8th JANUARY 2013 - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY, HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2b)/ 0213
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE - 16th JANUARY 2013 - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY, HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2c)/0213 
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - LUCAN AREA COMMITTEE - 22nd  JANUARY 2013  - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY, HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF2135
	Lucan St. Patrick’s Day Parade
	Countywide Community Activity/ Event with a Countywide Interest
	23/10/12
	€2,000


It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor E. Higgins and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grant as recommended in the foregoing report.”

It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor C. Jones and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Lucan Area Committee - 22nd January 2013 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

H2d)/0213 
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - JOINT TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) & TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 28th JANUARY 2013 - DEALING WITH COMMUNITY, HOUSING, ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF2131
	Tallaght Deaf Club
	Running Costs Grant for Community Group
	25/09/12
	€500


It was proposed by Councillor C. King and seconded by Councillor C. Brophy and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report.”
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor B. Brophy and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Joint Tallaght Area Committee (1) & Tallaght Area Committee (2) - 28th January 2013 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

H3a)/0213  
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE & FINANCE MEETING - CALENDAR OF MEETING DATES
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“he following Draft Calendar of Meeting dates As Amended was APPROVED by the Members at the Organisation, Procedure & Finance Committee Meeting held on 24th January 2013:

Draft Calendar of Meeting Dates  

MARCH - APRIL 2013

	DATE


	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 04th March
	
	
	

	Tues. 05th March
	
	
	

	Wed. 06th March
	
	
	

	 Thurs. 07th March
	
	
	

	Fri. 08th March
	
	
	


	DATE


	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 11th March
	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting


	12.30 pm - 2.00 pm

3.30 pm - 6.30 pm
	26/02/13

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 12th March
	Rathfarnham Area Committee

Planning* & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services 
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm
	27/02/13

Business to SEO Roads and Water Services

*(For planning files see below)

	Wed. 13th March
	Audit Committee
	8.00 am - 9.30 am
	

	 Thurs. 14th March
	
	
	

	Fri. 15th March
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 06/03/13

	DATE


	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 18th March
	BANK HOLIDAY
	
	

	Tues. 19th March
	
	
	

	Wed. 20th March
	Clondalkin Area Committee

Planning* & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm
	06/03/13 

Business to SEO Planning Dept.

*(For planning files see below)

	 Thurs. 21st March
	Traffic Management Meeting  

· Clondalkin 

· Lucan

· Rathfarnham

Organisation, Procedure & Finance Committee 

(in committee)
	2.00 pm - 2.30 pm

2.30 pm - 3.00 pm

3.00 pm - 3.30 pm

3.30 pm - 5.30 pm
	07/03/13 

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Fri. 22nd March
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 14/03/13

	DATE


	MEETING / FUNCTION


	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 25th March
	Tallaght Traffic  Management Meeting  

Joint Tallaght Area Committee (1) & Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Community, Environment, Parks, Housing, Planning* & Development, Roads & Water Services, Corporate Services & Libraries
	2.30 pm - 3.00 pm

3.00 pm - 5.30 pm
	11/03/13  

Business to SEO Housing Dept.

*(For planning files see below)

	Tues. 26th March
	Lucan Area Committee

Planning** & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm
	12/03/13 

Business to SEO Roads & Water Services

**(For planning files see below)

	Wed. 27th March
	Deputations
	2.00 pm - 6.00 pm
	

	 Thurs. 28th March
	
	
	

	Fri. 29th March
	GOOD FRIDAY
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 19/03/13

**Planning file requests to be received by 20/03/13

	DATE


	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 01st April
	EASTER MONDAY
	
	

	Tues. 02nd April
	
	
	

	Wed. 03rd April
	
	
	

	 Thurs. 04th April
	
	
	

	Fri. 05th April
	
	
	


	DATE


	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 08th April
	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting


	12.30 pm - 2.00 pm

3.30 pm - 6.30 pm
	22/03/13 

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 09th April
	Rathfarnham Area Committee
Planning* & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services 
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm

	25/03/13 

Business to SEO Roads & Water Services 

*(For planning files see below)

	Wed. 10th April
	
	
	

	 Thurs. 11th April
	
	
	

	Fri. 12th April
	
	
	


* Planning file requests to be received by 03/04/13

	DATE


	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 15th April
	
	
	

	Tues. 16th April
	
	
	

	Wed. 17th April
	Clondalkin Area Committee

Planning* & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm
	04/04/13

Business to SEO Planning Department 

	 Thurs. 18th April
	
	
	

	Fri. 19th April
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 11/04/13

	DATE


	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 22nd April
	
	
	

	Tues. 23rd April
	Lucan Area Committee

Planning* & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm
	10/04/13

Business to SEO Roads & Water Services

**(For planning files see below)

	Wed. 24th April
	Deputations
	2.00 pm - 6.00 pm
	

	 Thurs. 25th April
	
	
	

	Fri. 26th April
	
	
	


**Planning Files to be requested by 17/04/13

	DATE


	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 29th April
	Joint Tallaght Area Committee  (1) & Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Community, Environment, Parks, Housing, Planning* & Development, Roads & Water Services, Corporate Services & Libraries
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm
	16/04/13

Business to SEO Housing Dept.

*(For planning files see below)

	Tues. 30th April
	
	
	

	Wed. 01st May
	
	
	

	 Thurs. 02nd May
	
	
	

	Fri. 03rd May
	
	
	


*Planning Files to be requested by 23/04/13

NOTES:    

Early closing dates due to St. Patrick’s Day closing-

· March Clondalkin AC

· March OPF

· March TAC (1) & (2)

· Lucan AC

Early closing dates due to Good Friday / Easter Monday closing-

· April Co. Council

· Rathfarnham AC
(i)  The Members Agreed that the April Joint TACM (1) & (2) be moved to the 5th Monday in April, i.e. it will now be held on 29th April 2013.

(ii)  Following discussion it was AGREED that the Pilot Joint Tallaght Area Committee (1) & Tallaght Area Committee (2) meetings be continued for the period up to January 2014.”
The Calendar was APPROVED on the proposition of Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge.
Mr. P. Murphy, Director of Corporate, Human Resources & Libraries, also reminded Members that Ethics Declarations were to be submitted by the end of February.

H3b)/0213
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE & FINANCE MEETING -  REPORT ON CONFERENCES & SEMINARS 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The following report was Approved at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 24th January 2013:

“Section 142 (5) of Local Government Act 2001 provides for the authorization of Members’ attendance at conferences both home and abroad. 

Listed below are conferences which have been notified to South Dublin County Council and whose appropriateness has been vetted by the members’ working group in accordance with Circ. Letter 02/10.

Members who have expressed an interest in attending these conferences are also listed:

	Conference
	Host
	Venue
	Date
	Councillors

Attending
	Fee

	Clare Tourism Conference
	Clare Tourism Council
	Falls Hotel,

Ennistymon
	17th -19th January 2013
	Cllr E. Walsh
	€229

	The Criminal Consequences of breaching Local Authority Regulations
	Esperanza Enterprises
	Manor West 

Hotel,

Killarney Rd., 
Tralee, 

Co. Kerry
	18th -19th January 2013
	
	€150

	New Regional Governance in Ireland: 

Perspectives 

And Challenges
	NUI Maynooth
	Renehan Hall, NUI,

Maynooth
	21/01/2013
	
	 €50

	Disputes between Neighbours 

and the Law
	TJK 

Conferences
	Patrick Punch Hotel,

Punchs Cross,

Limerick
	25th - 27th January 2013
	Cllr. T. Delaney
	€100

	Debt Solutions - The new Personal Insolvency Legislation
	Celtic 

Conferences
	Celtic Ross Hotel,

Rosscarbery,

Co. Cork
	25th - 27th January 2013
	Cllr. T. Gilligan
	€100

	Merriman Winter School
	Cumann 

Westport
	Hotel 

Westport, 

Co. Mayo
	1st - 3rd February 2013
	
	 €50

	AMAI Spring Seminar
	Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland
	Brandon 

House Hotel, New Ross, 

Co. Wexford
	15th - 16th 

February 2013
	
	€200

	The Finance 

(Local Property 

Tax) Bill 2012
	Esperanza Enterprises
	Carlton Hotel,

Dublin Road,

Galway
	1st - 2nd February 2013
	
	€150

	Equal Status 

(Amendment) 

Bill 2012
	Esperanza Enterprises
	Manor Hotel,

Tralee,

Co. Kerry
	8th - 9th February

2013
	
	€150

	Health issues pertaining to Local Authority Housing
	Esperanza Enterprises
	Westport Plaza Hotel,

Co. Mayo
	22nd - 23rd February 2013


	
	€150

	Colmcille Winter School -Will the Euro -The Single European Currency Survive?
	Colmcille 

Heritage 

Centre
	Colmcille Heritage Centre, Gartan, Church Hill, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal
	22nd  - 24th February 2013
	
	€228



The following table shows Members attendance at conferences from 22nd November 2012:

	Conference
	Host
	Venue
	Date
	Councillors

Attending
	Fee

	Promoting Justice through

Local 

Government
	Esperanza Enterprises
	Carlton Hotel, 

Tralee,

Co. Kerry
	30th November - 1st December

2012
	Cllr. T. Gilligan

Cllr. B. Lawlor
	€100

	Budget 2013
	Celtic 

Conferences
	Celtic Ross 

Hotel,

Rosscarbery,

Co. Cork
	14th - 16th 

December 2012
	Cllr. T. Gilligan

Cllr. T. Delaney

Cllr. B. Lawlor
	€100


As authorisation under this section is a reserved function Members are required to pass the following resolution:

“In accordance with Section 142 (5) of the Local Government Act, 2001 attendance by Members at the Conferences / Seminars outlined in the report is hereby authorized.”

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and RESOLVED:

“That in accordance with Section 142 (5) of the Local Government Act, 2001 attendance by Members at the Conferences / Seminars outlined in the report is hereby authorised.”

Attendances at Conferences and Seminars were APPROVED on the proposition of Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge
H3c)/0213 
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE & FINANCE MEETING -  REPORT ON REVIEW OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) & (2) MEETINGS
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The business as conducted at Tallaght Area Committee (1) and Tallaght Area Committee (2) meetings has been  the subject of continuous monitoring and ongoing review and updates since June 2012.

In that regard the following report was circulated to the members at the January 2013 OP&F:

“The following item was DEFERRED from the November 2012 OP& F meeting:

Background:
The review of Area Committee Meetings commenced in 2009 and items pertaining to this issue have been considered at numerous meeting including OP&F, County Council and Tallaght ACMs, as well as informal discussion with Area Chairs, Meetings Administrators and Members over a prolonged period of time.  

It was agreed a the Organisation, Procedure and Finance meeting of the 24th May 2012 and confirmed at the Council Meeting of 11th June 2012, that the “two June 2012 Tallaght ACMs would take place on the same day on 18th June 2012 commencing at 3.00 pm, and that on a pilot basis until the end of the year, the Tallaght (1) and Tallaght (2) ACM would amalgamate and consider a full suite of business at one meeting.  The meeting would take place on the 4th Monday of each month and commence at 3.00 pm”.  We have now reached the end of the pilot stage and it is timely that the committee consider further the current arrangement or make a recommendation to the full Council whether to:-

· Continue the arrangement for a further pilot period 

· Recommend that the single meeting continue with the possible amendment of 
Standing Orders 

· Revert to the original two meeting system

The Tallaght Electoral Area is represented by 11 members.  A single joint meeting has taken place since June 2012.  A full schedule of business is considered at this meeting in line with all other area committee meetings.    

Catalogue of business conducted: 
A catalogue of meeting items has been recorded for each area meeting for the pilot period and the cumulative findings for the 4 months in question are as follows:  

	Department
	Headed Items 
	Questions 
	Motions 
	Motions Reached
	Motions Not Reached

	Architects
	 
	 
	1
	1
	 

	Community
	3
	1
	1
	1
	0

	Corp Services/Libraries
	1
	3
	4
	4
	0

	Environment & Parks
	5
	33
	28
	28
	0

	Housing
	2
	6
	6
	6
	0

	Planning & Dev
	8
	 
	6
	6
	0

	Roads & water services
	2
	21
	11
	11
	0

	 
	21
	64
	57
	57
	0


Review:
Corporate Services officials have consulted with the Area Chair and Meeting Administration personnel. The Area Chair in turn consulted with their area members and the following is a summary of sentiments expressed and reported:

· The meetings are dealt with more efficiently i.e. No delays in dealing with 
business 

· Easier to move items between meetings, without any delays from one meeting to 
the next 

· Less staff time taken up dealing with two meetings 

· More cost efficient in terms of time and financial costs 

· Order of business rotated in line with current practice but also with traditional 
Tallaght 1 & 2 being rotated. 

· Majority of Members stated that they were happy to continue with the current 
arrangement of holding the two meetings on one day in accordance with 
provisions outlined in Section 50 the Local Government Act 2001. 

· Expression of significant reservations regarding the continuation of the pilot. 

· Proposed continuing the pilot until Easter and seeking a review at that stage.

In light of the foregoing it is now before the members to make recommendation on whether to:
· Continue the arrangement for a further pilot period 

· Recommend that the single meeting continue with the possible 
amendment of Standing Orders 

· Revert to the original two meeting system.”         
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor D. Looney and AGREED:
“That this Council continue the arrangement for a further pilot period up to and including January 2014.”

This proposal is now before the members.”

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Duff            and AGREED:
“That this Council continue the arrangement for a further pilot period up to and including January 2014.”

H4/0213
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES


It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H5/0213
REPORTS FROM AREA COMMITTEES 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

QUESTIONS FOR NOTING
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions numbered Q1 – Q13 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
Q1/0213
FIXYOURSTREET

QUESTION: Councillor C. Bond 

To ask the Manager to please outline the process by which reports logged under the fixyourstreet website are resolved. Could the Manager also indicate if there is a system for prioritising reports?
REPLY:
Fix your Street (FYS) went live on 1st August 2011. The purpose of the site is to assist residents to report problems of a non-urgent, basis associated with street lighting, drainage, graffiti, illegal dumping, road and footpath maintenance, and tree and grass maintenance in their neighbourhoods.  It was developed and piloted by South Dublin County Council with the expectation that it would be used by all Local Authorities by end December 2012.  Development work on the project met its deadline and the system is now available Countrywide.   

FYS reports from the customer require a response within a timeframe of two working days and the responses are posted by staff, to communicate the status of the issue to the customer.  For example:-

·         Graffiti has been removed at this location

·        A site visit is scheduled and further update will be provided

·         This matter is the responsibility of ( named  Local Authority ) and has been referred on to our colleagues for attention.

When the issue is resolved a further response is posted for the customers information.

The process is as follows:- All FYS reports are moderated by the staff of the Customer Care section.  Moderation requires an examination of the report submitted by the customer to ensure that they are legitimate reports and that no personal or inappropriate language is used. Reports are then approved and go live on the website. 

Customer Care staff will post the answer in any case where the information is available to them as Customer Care staff have access to a variety of Departmental schedules / systems for dealing with enquiries. Since the majority of reports require action by departmental staff, most need onward referral and the Council's Customer Relationship Management (CRM) system is utilised to refer items to the relevant section. 

That section posts the response on the website communicating the action to be taken and the matter is included on an inspection list or is included in a works programme. Deadlines are set up on the system, and follow up responses are posted as the issues are resolved. Timeframes for resolution of the various types of issues reported are dependent on the nature of the matter and the processes within departments.  There is no facility on the system  for prioritising issues.

It should be noted that FYS has been designed for matters that are not of an urgent nor emergency nature.  Emergency reports should be submitted to the Council in the quickest way possible, to ensure that they are fast tracked by Customer Care staff and directed with the least possible delay to the relevant section / department for immediate action. Such emergency reports are preferred if made in person at the Public Counter or by phone. 

Current statistics for FYS to date are:- 

6607 reports posted on site
11448 responses and comments recorded 

8994 responses issued on the site by SDCC staff.

Q2/0213 
GREYHOUND


QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine

To ask the Manager if there are any provisions in place allowing for a review of the performance of Greyhound since the company took over the waste collection function of the County. Also to ask the Manager if there were any provisions in the contract which allows Greyhound to implement a charge for recycling bags as recently introduced?
REPLY:
South Dublin County Council ceased it's involvement in the waste collection business at the end of March 2011. Services are now provided exclusively by the private sector. The Council has no further involvement in these services.

As with any private business, standards and quality of performance in customer service and price are a matter for the companies involved and their customers. Consumers are protected under Consumer Rights arrangements and should consult the National Consumer Agency for advice and information. Consumers also have a range of service provider options to chose from should they become unsatisfied with the service being provided.

Q3/0213        ROADS BUDGET 

QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine
To ask the Manager how the Budget for Roads is allocated - is it by mileage or road condition?

REPLY:
The budget (Grant Allocations) for the maintenance of National Roads is based on the length of National Roads in the county.  These funds are allocated by the National Roads Authority.

The budget (Grant Allocations) for the maintenance of Regional and Local Roads is based on the road condition as informed to the Department of Transport.  The Roads Department survey the roads and based on the survey and Councillor/Public requests, a Roadworks Programme is agreed and forwarded to the Department of Transport. 

Q4/0213
AGE – FRIENDLY INITIATIVES

QUESTION: Councillor E. Higgins
To ask the Manager for a report outlining age-friendly initiatives being introduced or implemented as a result of the South Dublin Age Friendly County Strategy?
REPLY:
The Age Friendly Alliance has developed an action plan to ensure that the plans for the future contained in the Age Friendly County Strategy are implemented. Current initiatives include:

· South Dublin Older Person’s Forum – this group was formed in July 2012 and an 
executive group are meeting regularly. The executive are currently organising an 
information sharing event to take place during the Bealtaine Festival in May 

· South Dublin Service Provider’s Forum – this group began meeting in October 
2012 and is chaired by the HSE. Members also include SDCC, An Garda Síochána 
and other relevant services providers. The aim of the group is to improve 
coordination of services, use of resources and sharing of information across the 
County. 

· Age Friendly Business Recognition Scheme – South Dublin Chamber are currently 
developing a training programme to encourage businesses to audit their age 
friendliness. Businesses who meet the required standards will display a sign 
declaring their intention to be age friendly. The intended consequence is that the 
scheme will lead to improved experiences for older people and an increase in 
custom for business who participate. 

· Age Friendly Town Scheme – SDCC are beginning work on developing an Age 
Friendly Town Plan for Rathcoole in partnership with the Ageing Well Network. A 
graduate planner has been engaged on a part time basis who is currently enrolled 
in a specially designed DIT masters programme and will work with the Planning 
Dept in producing the plan which will reflect the priorities of older people and 
service providers in Rathcoole. 

· A Frail Elderly Programme is now in place in Tallaght Hospital. This programme 
aims to improve the experience of older patients attending the hospital and 
recognises their particular needs. A patient advisory council is also being 
developed in the hospital to ensure the voice of patients, including elderly patients 
are heard. 

· Age Friendly Libraries – South Dublin County Libraries are working with the Library 
Council, Kildare County Council, The Ageing Well Network and the Department of 
Health to develop an Age Friendly Libraries protocol. Three focus groups will be 
held in South Dublin in February to gather the views of older people. 

The members will be kept informed as further actions are implemented.

Q5/0213       
OPERATION TRANSFORMATION
QUESTION: Councillor E. Higgins
To ask the Manager how many people have been attending the Operation Transformation Walks in Corkagh Park and when does registration begin for the 5k run?
REPLY:
Approx. 450 people attended the Operation Transformation walk on 19th January 2013. Following the success of the event and the positive interest it was decided to continue the walks on Saturday mornings. Due to the poor weather on Saturday 26th January 2013 a smaller group of 25 attended.

Registration for the 5k run on Feb 23rd will start early February. 

Q6/0213      
CONTROL OF HORSES BYE-LAWS
QUESTION: Councillor G. Kenny

To ask the Manager to give a breakdown of the number of horses that were disposed of in the county in 2012 under the Control of Horses Bye Laws?  Can the Manager clarify what happens to the animal when it is deemed to be disposed of.  Also can the Manager give a breakdown of which animals were destroyed and which were sold on in 2012?
REPLY:
In 2012 380 horses were seized within the administrative area of South Dublin County Council. Of these, 64 were returned to owners and 316 were disposed of.   Under The Control of Horses Bye- Laws 1996 the definition of 'dispose of'' means 'to sell or to give away or have destroyed and cognate words shall be constructed accordingly'. Any animals that are disposed of are dealt with in accordance with relevant standards and guidelines on animal welfare etc.

Q7/0213        REPLACEMENT OF WINDOWS
QUESTION: Councillor C. King 

To ask the Manager to provide a report detailing the exact cost of the full replacement of windows and front and rear exterior doors on a standard terraced three bed Council House and the exact cost of same in a semi detached three bed roomed Council house that was built in the 1980's. To further ask the Manager when the current contract for the windows programme is due for renewal with a view to cost savings and the possibility of an increased number of homes been reached under our scheme each year with value for money and good standard of work at the heart of the programme continuing into the future?


REPLY:
Tender documentation is currently being prepared for the advertising of the window contract in February with a view to having the new contract in place by April 2013.  It is therefore not appropriate to provide information on the specific cost of replacing windows and doors in specific house types as this would be considered commercially sensitive information.  Doors depend on size, front or back and whether or not screens would be attached. Windows come in many sizes and depend also on whether bedroom, bathroom, kitchen or sitting room.

The average cost of a full replacement of a mid terrace 3 bed house can vary from €5,500 to €6,300. These prices are exclusive of VAT. 

The window programme relates mainly to old stock so most of the houses where windows were replaced would have been built in the 1980s.

Q8/0213
ADDITIONAL MEMBERS 

QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart

To ask the Manager to estimate the additional administrative costs to the Council of servicing an additional fourteen councillors as envisaged under Government legislation on the matter?
REPLY:
Based on the 2011 financial year (audited AFS) the cost to the Council in relation to the expenses of the current 26 Members of the Council were as follows:

	Representational 
Payment
	Monthly 
Allowance
	Conferences
	Other (mobile phones, 
broadband etc.)
	SPC’s

	€428,500
	€165,500
	€21,000
	€27,000
	€36,000


This comes to a total of €678,000.  In addition to above, the allowances for the Mayor and Deputy Mayor Allowance must be added in the amount of €61,000.  

As Members are aware the Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee has been formed and tasked with making recommendations to the Minister on the matters referred to in the question. While it would be premature to speculate on the outcome of the Boundary Committee's deliberations, it is clear that the Boundary Committee's recommendations have the potential to give rise to additional costs in the administration of meetings including meetings of the proposed Municipal Councils.  Based on these figures and extrapolating for the maximum number of Members based on the terms of reference of the Boundary Committee it is likely that an overall total of over €1m would be reached.

In addition to the above consideration would have to be given to the need for additional staff resources to be assigned.  Any additional allocation of staff would have to be examined in terms of scale and impact on services.

The option for accommodation for Members will be examined with a view to keeping costs as low as possible and exploring re-arrangement prior to identifying any building works.
Q9/0213
WHEELIE BINS
QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart

To ask the Manager whether any inspections of wheelie bins are undertaken by the council to ensure that the appropriate materials are being disposed of in individual bins by householders?

REPLY:
In late 2009/early 2010, the Environmental Protection Agency reviewed the licences of all waste disposal facilities in the country to impose a regime designed to ensure compliance with the waste framework directive and the resultant landfill diversion targets. The aim of this regime was to ensure that all waste would undergo pre-treatment before being accepted into the disposal facility network. Operators must therefore satisfy themselves that any waste accepted has been adequately pre-treated prior to acceptance or risk losing their facility licence.

The pre-treatment requirement can be satisfied in a number of ways varying from the preferred 3 bin system to MBT. The pre-treatment requirement is the main instrument through which the state ensures that cross contamination in minimised and this is mainly enforced against the Sectors Operators through Waste Licensing and Permitting regulation.

The Council's Litter Wardens have powers under the Waste Management Acts and the Council's Bye Laws to inspect individual bins and take enforcement action against householders.

Q10/0213      MEMBERS ACCOMMODATION


QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart

To ask the Manager whether she has considered the changes that would be necessary to the Council chamber in the event of an increase in the number of elected representatives to forty as envisaged by the Government and whether these changes have been costed?
REPLY:
The question of accommodation for any additional Members would have to be considered in the light of any recommendation made by Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee and any approval granted by the Minister. Until final details are made known it would be difficult to finalise any plan for their accommodation. 

Should the numbers of elected representatives be increased as envisaged the option for accommodation for Members will be examined with a view to keeping costs as low as possible and exploring re-arrangement prior to identifying any building works. 

Q11/0213
ADDITIONAL MEMBERS
          
QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart 

To ask the Manager if she has given any consideration to the cost of an additional fourteen councillors, as proposed under Government legislation, in terms of administration and accommodation and so on?


REPLY:
Based on the 2011 financial year (audited AFS) the cost to the Council in relation to the expenses of the current 26 Members of the Council were as follows:

	Representational Payment
	Monthly Allowance
	Conferences
	Other (mobile phones, broadband etc)
	SPC’s

	€428,500
	€165,500
	€21,000
	€27,000
	€36,000


This comes to a total of €678,000.  In addition to above, the allowances for the Mayor and Deputy Mayor Allowance must be added in the amount of €61,000. 

As Members are aware the Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee has been formed and tasked with making recommendations to the Minister on the matters referred to in the question. While it would be premature to speculate on the outcome of the Boundary Committee's deliberations, it is clear that the Boundary Committee's recommendations have the potential to give rise to additional costs in the administration of meetings including meetings of the proposed Municipal Councils.  Based on these figures and extrapolating for the maximum number of Members based on the terms of reference of the Boundary Committee it is likely that an overall total of over €1m would be reached.

In addition to the above consideration would have to be given to the need for additional staff resources to be assigned.  Any additional allocation of staff would have to be examined in terms of scale and impact on services.
The option for accommodation for Members will be examined with a view to keeping costs as low as possible and exploring re-arrangement prior to identifying any building works. 
Q12/0213
SOLE TRADERS 

QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart
To ask the Manager if she will outline some of the specific measures aimed at assisting Sole Traders in the county and to make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:
As part of the budgetary process for 2011, South Dublin County Council approved a Business Development and Sustainability Initiative progress on which is updated on a monthly basis to the CPG. As part of that initiative, in conjunction with South Dublin Chamber, a Sustainable Business Executive was appointed in May 2011. The post involves working closely with business, (including non Chamber business), to assist in sustaining and creating jobs in the County.  

More recently, the Economic Strategy for the County, (agreed by the CPG, Economic Development SPC and Council), clearly identifies the need to support and develop local business in the County. The roll out of the Local Enterprise Office structure will provide greater focus on service to existing and potential new business in the County. Focusing on business on our villages the Strategy recognises that each town and village has its own unique attributes, they can be generally classified as being hubs for local services and retailing. They further act as centres for local community and civic activity and have been at the centre of civic improvements by the local authority. It is a core development plan objective to consolidate, strengthen and improve our existing villages.

A brochure detailing Council supports for business will be circulated to all ratepayers in the County this month. (Text below).

Supports for Enterprise, Economic Growth and Employment 
The Council plays a key enabling role in a wide range of activities which result in a job dividend for the County. The Council is also committed to the delivery of a host of projects which aim to benefit local businesses and communities in South Dublin County. The marketing of South Dublin County as a great place to develop a business, combined with the significant level of capital investment in the arts, tourism, sports, recreation, community facilities and transport infrastructure has a very positive impact on employment supports and economic recovery.  Activities supporting business and enterprise include:

Investment in South Dublin County 

The council has an extensive network of infrastructure which supports the needs of the business community. The council continues to seek funding and investment in the development of modern infrastructural networks including Roads, Water and Drainage Services, Waste, Telecommunications/Broadband and Energy resources. A total of € 870 million Euro has been invested in Roads and Water/Drainage infrastructure capital projects over the last 10 years. The existence of a modern and extensive infrastructure network which is supported and managed by the council ensures that the County of South Dublin remains an attractive place for business and for future inward investment.

Economic Strategy 
The Council has developed an Economic Strategy which is geared towards maintaining the County’s position as economic driver within the wider region and as destination for indigenous business and foreign direct investment.

Sustaining & Developing Business in South Dublin –commenced 2011 
Commenced in 2011, the focus of this initiative is to support existing business in the county and encourage new business. It is run in partnership with South Dublin Chamber. In 2012 it gave direct support to 65 local businesses and helped in the provision of support programmes on a wide range of areas including: Energy, Opportunities, Retailing, Illegal Trade and ICT. 

One 2 One Support for Business 
In 2013, Andrea Carroll, South Dublin Chamber Sustainable Business Executive will aim to meet with 100 local businesses, this business support service is available to both Chamber /Non Chamber members and will provide direct support services to these businesses. Email andrea.carroll@sdchamber.ie  
Business Support at South Dublin Libraries
The library service is now providing a wide range of free resources for businesses across the county including the latest in business books and magazines, eBooks, regular mentoring workshops, dedicated business space at the County Library, enterprise seminars plus free wi-fi research space and drop-in business networking sessions. This years “Business Focus 2013” is covering topics such as motivation, website and blog training, PR for business, tendering and much, much more. Visit www.southdublinlibraries.ie
 Sustainable Energy Initiatives 
The Council has been working at national and EU level to develop projects aimed at increasing energy awareness and reducing energy costs for business. These projects include: Tallaght Sustainable Energy Community, Sustainable Energy Action Plan (SEAP), Leadership in Energy Action Planning (LEAP). LEAP will complete in 2013 and new opportunities are being explored in this area. 

Promoting a Cleaner, Greener South Dublin 
South Dublin County Council removed over 6,000 tonnes of waste in 2012, making the county a more attractive place in which to work and live. The provision for cleansing and litter management in 2013 is approximately €6.5m. South Dublin County Council has developed www.fixyourstreet.ie , a publicly accessible web site with associated mobile technologies on which businesses can report non emergency issues such as street lighting, drainage, graffiti, illegal dumping, road and footpath maintenance. Issues raised on ‘fixyourstreet.ie’ will be responded within 2 working days.

Encouraging Local Spending 
‘Think Local’ is an initiative to create and develop community awareness of the advantages and benefits of supporting local business. Think Local asks you as an individual or as a business to make a conscious decision to switch some of your existing spend to local products, services and facilities in South Dublin County. For more information visit www.thinklocal.ie 

The Local Authority has been working with community and business groups from our local villages to develop local vibrant and active centres through dialogue between local businesses and the local authority. 

Tourism Development and Promotion 
The Gathering 2013 will be an exciting celebration of Ireland. South Dublin will host in excess of 25 international sports and cultural events, with an expected attendance of 17,000 overseas visitors to the area.  This is a collaborative initiative with South Dublin County Tourism. For more information visit www.thegatheringdublin.com
In addition, the Council provides and maintains award winning sporting and recreational facilities throughout the county including, Tallaght Stadium, Rua Red Arts Centre and the Civic Theatre. Last year alone these facilities attracted a footfall of in excess of 250,000 visitors, both local and international into South Dublin County.  

Q13/0213
PUBLIC LIGHTING

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle


To ask the Manager for a report on recent unsatisfactory delays in responding to public lighting repair requests? 

REPLY:
SDCC has a regular scouting routine ensuring that all lights in the charge of the council are patrolled once every fortnight. Eight patrol areas are surveyed during the hours of darkness over eight working days. The faults are remotely uploaded onto our asset management system are available for viewing by council staff by start of business the following morning. Reports are also taken in by administrative staff from customers. All standard faults are repaired within 14 days. However some faults such as cable faults, intermittent faults or ‘no supply’ are not always immediately repairable and may require repeat visits to rectify.  In the case of a ‘no supply fault’ reported, the ESB is notified and we are then dependant on their work crew schedules for repair. 
Occasionally faults reported by customer are somewhat inaccurate and can lead to the wrong pole logged as a fault.  In this case the customer is contacted wherever possible and further information regarding pole number and address is requested.  This is not always possible as many reports are without contact details.  Where this occurs the customer can perceive delays in service. 

During operation free flow in December, some individual pole faults on main roads, which usually require major traffic management, were postponed.  These repairs have resumed in January but we have experienced some recent delays due to the very high winds preventing the use of the high boom truck required to maintain 10-12m lighting columns. 

In the previous two months 1,231 faults have been logged through regular fortnightly scouts and customer reporting. 1,184 have been fully completed in a timely manner.  The outstanding 47, the majority of which are on main roads and are currently priorities for repair as the weather allows.

Q14/0213
NATIONAL WASTE PERMIT OFFICE

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to seek to arrange a meeting between the elected members and the National Waste Collection Permit Office regarding issues relating to the permitting of local waste collectors?

REPLY:
Following on from previous discussions with Members on the performance a number of waste collectors, the Council's Waste Enforcement team has been in discussion with the National Waste Collection Permit Office with regard to pursuing the various matters raised. These matters are currently under investigation by both the NWCPO, SDCC and other Authorities and individual cases can not therefore be discussed.

To ensure that Members are fully informed, a briefing session will be arranged for Members on the role of the NWCPO and the processes involved in the permitting of Waste Collectors.

Q15/0213
CORKAGH PARK FISHERIES 

QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell
To ask the Manager for an up to date report on the operation of the Fisheries facility in Corkagh Park to include the current opening hours, how the service is provided, when the current contract comes up for renewal and if it will be able to meet the commitments set out in the current brochure targeted at tourists and the Gathering?
REPLY:
The fishery at Corkagh Park is currently managed by the operator of the nearby Camac Valley Tourist Caravan Park. The hours of opening of the fishing lakes during the quiet Winter period are the same as the Corkagh Park opening hours.  Fishing permits are purchased from the Reception Desk at the Caravan Park. The fishery shop is closed to the public at present to facilitate essential refurbishment works. It is hoped to have these works completed in March.

The current Tender for the fishery expires at the end of March 2013. The requirement to manage the fishery currently falls within the scope of the duties and responsibilities of the Caravan Park operator, as an add on and complementary facility. This requirement is also included provided for in the Tender (shortly due for renewal) which has been recently advertised for the operation of the Caravan Park and is at the full discretion of the County Council. Subject to the outcome of discussions with any new operator of the fishery over the coming months, it is envisaged that any commitments regarding proposed angling/tourist events associated with The Gathering, can be accommodated.   

Q16/0213
PERMEABILITY PROJECTS
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager if she can provide up to date additional information on the comprehensive Reply to Question 24 at the Council Meeting of 8th October 2012 on Permeability Projects and other projects in the County supported under the Smarter Travel Programme?

REPLY:
In 2012, the NTA has funded work on a range of projects in the SDCC area under the National Transport Authority (NTA) 'STMG' or Sustainable Transport Measures Grants programme.  These include ten local permeability projects, five of which were funded to completion; four of which are now complete and one of which is nearing completion on site and another five of which were funded to progress to Part 8 consent stage; two of these are approved Part 8 proposals, one subject to modifications, a further two are still ongoing and the fifth was discontinued prior to initiation of the part 8 process:-

Two of the Permeability Projects initially funded in 2011 were completed  on site in 2012:- These are projects in Dargle Wood, Knocklyon and Corkagh Park, Clondalkin.  The success of the Dargle Wood project also led to NTA approval for the further funding and completion of two 'toucan' (pedestrian and cyclist) crossings at either end of that route in 2012.  

A further two Permeability Projects were completed on site in 2012.  These are at Deansrath and Melrose, linking these communities to the Grand Canal in Clondalkin.  Another Project, from Marlfield to Aylesbury in Tallaght, was allocated funding in 2012 and is programmed for completion in early 2013.

Five of the Permeability Projects were funded to progress through local consultation and design to Part 8 consent stage in 2012.  Two of these are projects in Clondalkin linking Bawnogue to the Grand Canal and to the Fonthill Road.  The Part 8 display period was completed in relation to both but was the outcome was inconclusive and is ongoing.

There were a further two projects in Lucan, relating to the Esker and a link to Fforster Estate.  The former achieved Part 8 consent subject to modifications in December 2012 and work on the latter was discontinued as a result of the outcome of a local consultation process prior to Part 8.  

The fifth project is currently at Part 8 stage, relates to the Grange Road-Barton Road Extension link in Rathfarnham and Part 8 consent was approved in November 2012.  

There were a range of other projects progressed under the STMG programme in 2012.   These include the personalised travel planning, PTP' behavioural change,' smarter travel communities' programme which has primarily worked with residents and schools in the Lucan area and also in part of Clondalkin.  This Project was rolled out during Spring-Summer 2012 and is one of the first PTP programmes ever undertaken in Ireland.  A draft final Project report was completed by the end of 2012 and is currently being reviewed in conjunction with the NTA.

Other Projects undertaken in 2012 include the feasibility, design and Part 8 consent processes in respect of new and upgraded cycle track schemes and local pedestrian and cycle safety measures that include junction upgrades and five pilot zebra crossings.  These also the design of the Willsbrook Road cycle scheme and the design and tender of pedestrian and cyclist improvements to the N4 Fonthill Road access, in the Lucan area. 

STMG Projects must be submitted to the NTA for approval before funding is agreed.  Funding will only be agreed if the proposal is acceptable to the NTA in the context of their wider policies and objectives.  Projects were submitted for funding in late 2012 that proved feasible and/or secured Part 8 consent in 2012, to progress to Part 8/and/or detailed design and/or construction as appropriate in 2013, although it will remain possible to seek funding for further projects that are likely to accord with NTA selection criteria during 2013.  The outcome of the 2013 SDCC funding application is awaited.

Q17/0213
PARKING BYE-LAWS
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager to provide a Report on progress made in the Review of the Parking Bye-Laws in the County?

REPLY:
Preparatory work on the review of the Parking Bye-Laws commenced late last year. This has included the commencement of parking surveys in those areas of the County subject to the Control of Parking Bye-Laws. The survey areas will include Clondalkin, Lucan, Palmerston, Rathcoole, Rathfarnham, Tallaght and Templeogue. The Tallaght survey was carried out before Christmas and is now being collated.

The surveys are critical to the analysis of current parking usage, effectiveness and requirements and will inform the review. Combined, this is a substantial survey and the necessary procurement framework is being put in place. The surveys will continue over the next number of months and following their completion a review document will be compiled and brought to each Area Committee for discussion and progression. 

Q18/0213
CODAN
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy
Noting the Reply to Question 27 at the Council meeting of 8th October 2012, to ask the Manager if the work on the production on an updated County Profile, which will in effect provide a current CODAN report, is nearing completion and if she will make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:
The Council is continuing its work on producing an update on its county profile based on statistical information from the most recent census, and more recent Pobal / Haas deprivation index and other sources.

As part of this exercise, the Council is investigating how the  information can be best presented in order that it will adequately and clearly indicate the data available. 

The link below is to the 2011 Pobal HP Index and is an example of the type of information available.

Based on earlier deprivation indices for Ireland, as well as analyses from other countries, three dimensions of affluence/disadvantage are identified: 

· Demographic Profile, 

· Social Class Composition 

· Labour Market Situation.

http://airomaps.nuim.ie/flexviewer/?config=AIDepIndex.xml
When the exercise is completed we will prepare a presentation on the statistics for the members.

H6/0213
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS 
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H7a)/0213
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE DWELLINGS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H7b)/0213
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF 2.94 HECTARES AT GRANGE CASTLE BUSINESS PARK
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The Council at its meeting held on the 9th July 2007 noted the disposal of 18.9 acres or thereabouts at Grange Castle Business Park to Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited subject to certain terms and conditions. Minute No. C/0281/07 refers.
A final grant of permission was granted on 26th October, 2007 for the construction in two phases of a data centre and ancillary works with a gross floor area of 51,155 sq metres (planning Ref SD07A/0632). Further planning permissions were granted in 2008, 2009 and 2011 for modifications to the original permission. Phase 1 was completed and officially opened in September, 2009. Phase 2 is practically completed and is due to be opened shortly.
Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited have now applied to purchase an area of 2.94 hectares or thereabouts immediately adjoining their existing facility in order to cater for a further expansion to their facility. 
I recommend that the Council dispose, by way of a 999 year lease of a site comprising of 2.94 hectares or thereabouts at Grange Castle Business Park to Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited, 70 Sir John Rogerson’s Quay, Dublin 2 in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions:-
1.   That the lands being disposed of comprise approximately 2.94 hectares or thereabouts.  The precise boundaries, particularly the northern boundary have yet to be established.   A formal disposal map shall be prepared in due course by the Council for inclusion with the legal documents but in the interim a draft plan for identification purposes drawing no. 02-028G-902 is annexed showing the site outlined in red.  The map will show a 10 metre wayleave area along the north-eastern and south-western boundaries shown shaded yellow on the aforementioned drawing. These will be required within the perimeter of the lands being disposed of to facilitate the future servicing by the Council of this site and any other lands.
2.   That the consideration due to the Council shall be calculated on the basis of the sum of €250,000 (two hundred and fifty thousand euro) per acre (the “Purchase Price”), payable, as to the amounts described at (a), (b) and (c) below:- 
(a)  10% of the Purchase Price on signing and exchange of a Contract for Sale / an Agreement for Lease in respect of the site. Such amount to be refunded in the event that the development proposed for the site does not receive full planning permission, and/ or in the event of any of the terms and conditions of the disposal not having been satisfied.
(b)  80% of the Purchase Price within 15 business days of date of Microsoft’s entry onto the site for the purpose of commencing construction works on foot of the final grant of planning permission (provided that, for the avoidance of doubt, Microsoft shall be entitled to carry out due diligence and engineering analysis activities (including, but not limited to geotechnical analysis and studies, soils testing, water analysis, site borings, environmental assessments, etc.) prior to the payment of this sum in accordance with any building licence to that effect as described in paragraph 5.
(c)  The remaining 10% of the Purchase Price on the grant of the Master Lease which shall occur at the time and in the manner set out at 10 below.  

The Council shall be entitled to charge interest at a rate of eight per cent (8%) per annum on any outstanding sums in the event of failure by Microsoft to pay the foregoing sums on the above dates.  This interest rate penalty shall be calculated on a daily basis for any period of time deposits are outstanding without cause.

3.   That the applicants must apply for full planning permission (and if requested provide an Environmental Impact Statement) for the entire development on the site not later than 30th April 2013. The applicants shall forward to the Council within six months of the date of final grant of planning permission, and in any event, no later than one month prior to Microsoft commencing works on foot of the final grant of planning permission, a copy of the outline building programme for such works describing the key construction milestones.

4.   That: (i) if the construction works (meaning site preparation and shell and core construction) have not commenced within six months of the date of final grant of planning permission for the development, or by 31st December, 2013 whichever is the later, or such later date as may be agreed in writing with South Dublin County Council; or (ii) if shell and core construction works are not substantially completed in accordance with the final grant of planning permission within thirty (30) months from the date of commencement of such works then either party may by written notification on the other rescind the agreement for lease / contract for sale. And further that, in the event that the final grant of planning permission is issued containing conditions which Microsoft considers to be onerous, Microsoft may be written notification on the Council rescind the agreement for lease / contract for sale. In event of rescission on any of the foregoing grounds, any monies paid to the date thereof under 2 above shall be repaid to Microsoft without the payment of interest.  It is acknowledged that construction of the data centre may occur on a staged basis as will be evident from the building programme described in paragraph 3 above, and provided Microsoft have commenced and completed the first phase thereof within the time frames set out in this paragraph it will be deemed to have complied with its obligations herein.

5.  That the Council shall enter into an agreement for lease or contract for sale in respect of the sale of the site to Microsoft (by way of grant of the Master Lease), based on and to give effect to these heads of terms, and which agreement / contract shall contain a licence authorising Microsoft to enter into the site from the date thereof prior to the grant of the Master Lease, to carry out due diligence and site analysis (including, but not limited to geotechnical analysis and studies, soils testing, water analysis, site borings, environmental assessments, etc.) prior to the grant of final planning permission, and after the issue of such permission, to construct the data centre. The agreement / contract shall contain further reasonable obligations upon Microsoft with respect to that construction to ensure the satisfactory completion of the approved development on the site.

6.  The applicant will be responsible for all planning levies and contributions payable in accordance with the Council’s Development Contribution Scheme made under the Planning and Development Act 2000 and agrees not to exercise any right to appeal against the financial contributions.  The contributions under the Scheme are payable prior to entry on to the site or as otherwise agreed by the Council.  The applicants must satisfy themselves as to the capacity of all services to service the proposed development. 

[A special Arts contribution fixed at 50 cent per square foot of gross building areas shall also apply payable no earlier than the grant of the Master Lease.] 

7.  That all site investigations (including archaeological investigations), groundwork’s, overhead cable diversions, demolitions/site clearance/septic site removal (such works are subject to regulations and to obtaining the relevant statutory licences), services connections, development and associated costs incurred in the delivery of the entire completed development shall be borne by the applicants. 
8.  That the applicants shall undertake not to use the site for any purposes other than that of carrying out the proposed development, viz a data centre and related facilities and office accommodation which contain its substantial operations and subject to the terms of the “Master Lease” (see 11 below).  All buildings shall be occupied by the applicants or their tenants, agents, employees, invitees and/or assigns in accordance with the terms of the Master Lease. 

9.  That the applicants shall build nothing (except with the prior written approval of the Council) on the site except the buildings shown on the approved drawings and for which Planning Permission has been granted, as outlined in conditions 3. Full ‘as constructed’ drawings shall be appended to the Master Lease.  A maintenance Plan for the external areas and buildings shall be submitted to the Council. 

10.  That as soon as building works have reached eaves level (in other words the “topping-out” phase of construction, meaning that all foundations are in place, the structural system is erected and inspected, and the building is weather-tight with roof complete) in accordance with relevant planning permission(s) in the development on the site, and if the works have been carried out to the satisfaction of the County Architect acting reasonably, the Council will grant the applicants a lease of that site.  The lease shall be for a term of 999 years (commencing from a date to be agreed upon, but no earlier than the date of Practical Completion of the buildings thereon) subject to a rent of €500 per annum (exclusive of rates, taxes, and outgoings in respect of the site) which will be reviewed at the end of every 5 years of the term in line with any changes in the Irish Consumer Price Index.  The Council’s Solicitors shall draft the lease for approval by Microsoft’s solicitors. The lease granted shall be known as the Master Lease (“Master Lease”).  The Master Lease shall provide that the lessee shall become a member of the management company for the Business Park and shall pay the annual service charge described in accordance with the provisions of the Master Lease and appendices thereto.

11.  That the Agreement to Lease or contract for sale is not to operate as a lease and it shall not be transferable save in the case of a financial institution of good standing which has entered into a mortgage with the applicants specifically for the purposes of financing the applicants to undertake the development of the site.

12.  The public services within the existing Microsoft site containing DB3 and DB4 along the western boundary shall be decommissioned in accordance with requirements of the Council. 

13.  That South Dublin County Council reserves the right, only to be exercised by the Council acting reasonably, to re-enter on the site and resume possession thereof should the applicants fail to commence and complete the buildings within the period specified at 4 above or in the event of the dissolution, bankruptcy or insolvency of the applicants save in the case where a Financial Institution which has entered into a mortgage with the applicants for the purposes of financing the development of the site and enforces its security against the site.  South Dublin County Council shall provide written notice of any intent to exercise this right and offer a 30 day cure period for rectification of any default on Microsoft’s part, including use of mediation/arbitration, or similar third-party intercession.

14.  That during the building period and pending the grant of the Master Lease, the applicant will provide all reasonably required evidence of the ‘all risks’, public liability and employer’s liability insurance cover maintained by Microsoft for the construction period. It is acknowledged that following completion of the construction of the data centre, the building and all insurable risks associated therewith will be included in Microsoft’s self-insurance programme. All insurance will be subject to the approval of the Councils insurance advisors, acting reasonably.

The insurance shall, be in the joint names of the applicants and the Council, or shall contain an indemnity to principals clause, and will be for such an amount as will provide cover for the full Reinstatement Value of so much of the building as is erected at any time together with a sum for Professional Fees and removal of debris charges

The applicants shall also indemnify South Dublin County Council against any claim for compensation which might / may be made by any party arising out of building works being carried out on the site, or any working areas or on any access points thereto.

15.   That the Council is and shall be carrying out extensive construction projects in the Business Park.  Both parties shall use their reasonable endeavours to ensure that any interaction between respective contractors employed to carry out any works including, but not limited to building or road works, is carried out in an open and transparent manner with engineers and liaison officers such as to ensure that no additional contract costs accrue to either party.

16.   That no uncovered outdoor storage shall be permitted on the subject lands.  All processing, packing, waste disposal or recycling and such like operations shall be carried out within suitable structures or equipment such as compactors located on the premises in accordance with any statutory regulations or requirements in that regard.

17.   That all car and commercial vehicle parking areas, loading areas and service areas must be suitably landscaped and screened from public view.  In this regard Microsoft shall carry out at the Applicant’s costs such boundary and landscape treatment works as the Council may reasonably require, bearing in mind the nature of the Park and provided that such works are not substantially more than required of any other occupiers of the Park during construction. Such works may, only where reasonable, be in addition to similar works required under a planning permission for development of the subject lands.  The applicants shall submit a copy of its landscaping and security plan to the Council’s Development Department prior to the grant of the Master Lease for approval. 

18.   That each party shall be responsible for their own professional (i.e. legal, engineering, architects, and other required consultants’) fees in this case.

19.   That the applicants shall pay any V.A.T., stamp duty or taxes arising at any stage in this transaction (except where any lawful exemption or relief therefore applies), including on the creation of a Building Licence (if any), an Agreement to Lease or contract for sale, and a Master Lease.

20.   That the Councils Solicitor shall draft the agreements, contracts and leases and may include further reasonable terms and conditions as deemed appropriate to give effect to the heads of terms set out herein, including provision for use of an expert or arbitrator process to settle any disputes arising, as appropriate, in order to achieve a reasonable balance in the protection of the parties’ respective interests in the matter.  In the case of disputes concerning final measurement and valuation of the site for the purposes of calculating the Purchase Price, an arbitration clause shall refer to the appointment of a Chartered Valuation Surveyor to act as arbitrator.  This person to be appointed by agreement of the parties or in default of agreement to be appointed by the President of the Society of Chartered Surveyors in the Republic of Ireland.  The costs of any arbitration to be borne equally by the parties. 

21.  That the applicants shall satisfy South Dublin County Council (acting reasonably) prior to exchange of the agreement for lease/contract for sale, that sufficient funds are available for the payment of the sums set out in paragraph 2 above, and prior to commencement of construction or the relevant phase thereof as appropriate. 

22.  That the above proposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being obtained – in order to allow full construction activities. 

23.  No agreement enforceable at law is created or is intended to be created until an exchange of contracts has taken place. 

The lands being disposed of form part of lands acquired in 1997 from Mary T. Blaney and in 2000 from Robert Beattie for future development of Grange Castle Business Park.”
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge            and AGREED:
“That the Council dispose, by way of a 999 year lease of a site comprising of 2.94 hectares or thereabouts at Grange Castle Business Park to Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited, 70 Sir John Rogerson’s Quay, Dublin 2 in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions as outlined in the foregoing report.”
H8/0213
PROCEDURE UNDER S.12 OF THE 2010 PLANNING ACT REGARDING LIFFEY VALLEY LOCAL AREA PLAN
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Section 12 of the Planning and Development Act 2010 introduced a new provision, that amended Section 19 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, whereby a Planning Authority may extend the life of an existing Local Area Plan (the normal LAP duration is 6 years) for a further 4 years (i.e. up to a total of 10 years from adoption) provided the Planning Authority resolve to do this within 5 years of the original adoption date. (Members will be aware that there is also a mechanism in the Act for extending individual grants of planning permission.).

The Liffey Valley Town Centre LAP was adopted in March 2008.  The Liffey Valley LAP will remain in force for 6 years from its adoption until March 2014. The new procedure introduced under Section 12 of the Planning and Development Act 2010 gives the Council the option to extend the Liffey Valley LAP to March 2018 provided the Planning Authority resolve to do this before March 2013.  The Tallaght Town Centre LAP was extended for a further period of four years in October 2011 in accordance with this legislation.  As required by the legislation, the accompanying report provides detail supporting the the opinion of the Manager that:-

1) The local area plan remains consistent with the objectives and core strategy of the relevant development plan (i.e. the South Dublin County Development Plan 2010-16); and 

2) The objectives of the local area plan have not been substantially secured;

Accordingly, it, is recommended that the sending and publishing of the notices be deferred for a further period not exceeding 5 years from February 2013 and that the Council approve the procedure to defer the sending of a notice under section 20(3)(a)(i) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 -2010 (i.e. notices for making, amending or revoking the Local Area Plans as amended by Section 12 of the Planning and Development Act 2010) for the Liffey Valley Local Area Plan.

The following resolution is therefore recommended:

"That this Council approve the procedure to defer the sending of a notice under section 20(3)(a)(i) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 -2010 (i.e. notices for making, amending or revoking the Local Area Plans as amended by Section 12 of the Planning and Development Act 2010) for the Liffey Valley Local Area Plan for a further period not exceeding 5 years.”
Full Report Liffey Valley TC LAP
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and AGREED:
“That this Council approve the procedure to defer the sending of a notice under section 20(3)(a)(i) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 -2010 (i.e. notices for making, amending or revoking the Local Area Plans as amended by Section 12 of the Planning and Development Act 2010) for the Liffey Valley Local Area Plan for a further period not exceeding 5 years.”
H9/0213
AUDITED AFS 2011 AND AUDIT REPORT
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

(i) The Audited AFS 2011 can be viewed at the following link:

http://membersnet.sdublincoco.ie/annualfinancialstatements/index.aspx
(ii) Audit Report AFS 2011 (link to)
The reports were NOTED.

CORRESPONDENCE FOR NOTING 

Departmental

Co1/0213
(i)  Circular Letter PL.1/2013, dated 21/01/13, from Department of Environment, Heritage & Local Government, regarding publication of Development Contribution Guidelines for Local Authorities;

(ii) Development Contributions - Guidelines for Local Authorities.

Ministerial 

Co2/0213
Letter, dated 10/01/13, from Minister for Health regarding SDCC's motion passed in relation to ending of sponsorship from the drinks industry (M4/1012)

Co3/0213 
Letter, dated 11/01/13, from Minister for Environment regarding SDCC's motion passed in relation to the provision of early and/or postal voting (M5/1212)
Co4/0213
Letter, dated 11/01/13, from Minister for Environment regarding SDCC's motion passed in relation to Residential Property Tax & Local Government Funding (M12/1112)
Co5/0213
(i) Acknowledgement & Referral from Dept. of Justice to Dept. of Health regarding SDCC's amended motion passed in relation to legislating for abortion (M8/1112);


(ii)  Letter, dated 23/01/13, from Department of Health regarding SDCC's amended motion passed in relation to legislating for abortion (M8/1112)


Other

Co6/0213
Letter, dated 07/01/13, from Donegal County Council regarding Members' concerns in relation to value for money aspect of approval for registration dates of "Tourism in Recessionary Times" conference

Co7/0213
Letter, dated 23/01/13, from Limerick County Council regarding their motion passed in relation to governance of state-owned banks

Co8/0213
Letter, dated 23/01/13, from Ennis Town Council regarding their motion passed in relation to constituency offices and commercial rates

Co9/0213
Email, dated 30/01/13, from Clare County Council regarding their motion passed in relation to allowing Clare County Council to lessen the excessive burden of the cost of water on voluntary bodies.
Co10/0213
Letter, dated 30/01/13, from North Tipperary County Council regarding their motion passed in relation to Minor Works Grants to Primary Schools

Co11/0213
Letter, dated 05/02/13, from Nenagh Town Council regarding their motion passed in relation to the possibility of rolling out nationwide, the Community Intervention Team.

MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

M1/0213
MAYOR'S BUSINESS - WATER SERVICES
Submitted by Councillor C. King, Councillor M. Devine, Councillor M. McDonagh


It was Proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Devine:
“This Council views with grave concern the publication on 11 January of the Water Services Bill 2013, which removes water services from democratic accountability as a function of local government and, ultimately, from public control through the process of privatisation. We deplore the proposed draconian powers designed to impose water meters on all homes and to extract a further payment from already hard-pressed citizens and families. This Council further calls on the Government not to proceed with the Water Services Bill 2013, to retain water services as a function of local government, to undertake comprehensive measures to address the need for water conservation, co-ordination of services and to address the outstanding issue of local government funding on the basis of fair taxation and ability to pay.”
REPORT:
“The Water Services Bill 2013 was published on 8th January 2013, the Bill was discussed in the Seanad on 29th January 2013 and is listed for discussion in the Dail on Wednesday 6th and Thursday 7th February 2013. The Bill provides for the establishment of Irish Water/Uisce Eireann as a subsidiary of Bord Gais Eireann that will be fully owned by the state.

A leaflet entitled Transforming Water Services in Ireland - A Guide to the Establishment of Irish Water has been produced by Bord Gais.
Should the motion be agreed by the Members a letter will issue to the Government outlining the sentiments contained in the motion.”
Councillor C. King spoke of the difficulties which would be faced by residents if faced with water bills during the current economic crisis.  The Mayor Councillor King discussed the whole issue of privatisation of water services, water conservation and reduction in local government funding by central government.

A full debate followed with Members expressing mixed views both in favour and against the motion.  Councillors M. Devine, G. O’Connell, P. Cosgrave, E. Tuffy, G. Kenny, C. Jones and P. Kearns all supported the motion and the following points were raised:
· Fear that when Irish Water became fiscally independent it would be transferred to a profit making organisation;
· Loss of expertise within the council would be detrimental to the service;
· The role of the local authority to provide essential services being further diminished.
Councillors C. Jones and P. Kearns also pointed out that although they were supporting the motion they were in favour of water metering in a fair and equitable manner but were against privatisation of the service and removal of the local authority power.

Councillors C. Brophy and B. Bonner stated that they could not support the motion.  Councillor Brophy stated that due to lack of proper investment in infrastructure by previous governments the situation with leaks throughout the water system was now chronic.  South Dublin County Council had one of the better leakage control figures but still required improvement.  He stated that Irish Water had tremendous potential to improve the system.  Councillor Bonner stated that she would be abstaining from the vote.

Councillors J. Lahart and J. Hannon also stated that they would be abstaining from a vote as they agreed with the principle of metering this scarce resource and as with the introduction of a charge for waste collection would make residents more responsible and accountable in their usage of water.  

Councillor C. King closed the debate by stating that there were many different ways in which South Dublin County Council could and had affected cost efficiencies in production of water, for example, fixing of pressure reducing valves.  He felt that much more could be done and also felt that in many cases residences could not be metered and introduction of a flat charge in those instances would be unfair.  The Mayor Councillor King also felt that the loss of expertise and co-ordination between staff in crisis situations such as those experienced during recent flooding would be a retrograde step for the Council.
It was AGREED to vote on the Motion by way of show of hands.

The result was as follows:

For:

11 (ELEVEN)

Against:
 4 (FOUR)

Abstentions:
 6 (SIX)

The Motion was PASSED.

M2/0213
MAYOR'S BUSINESS - PROPERTY TAX
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor G. Kenny:
“That this Council affirms its opposition to the Government's proposed Property Tax and calls on the Government to instead develop strategies and policies that will properly fund Local Government and address the deficit in a manner that does not adversely and disproportionately disadvantage low and middle income earners which has been the Policy to date.”
REPORT:
“The legislation [Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012] was enacted on the 26 th December 2012 and we await guidance from the Department of Finance and Department of Environment Community and Local Government regarding the implications and the financial impact of the legislation on the Council.

Should the motion be agreed by the Members a letter will issue to the Government outlining the sentiments contained in the motion.”
In accordance with Standing Order No. 13 it was agreed with the consent of the Members to vary the sequence of business and to take M7 (of similar subject matter) in tandem with this item.

M7/0213
 PROPERTY TAX
It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“That this Council being of the view that the Household Property Tax as set out will not be in the best interests of the Households of the County, that it will not achieve what it sets out to achieve and that it may well be perceived as another form of income tax, calls on the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government to revisit the fundamentals of the proposed tax so that: (a) The premise on which the Tax is based will be site valuation rather than the value of the home; (b) There is a transparent direct link between the household tax and the services and facilities it is funding in the local authority;  (c) The amount to be levied, while based on a nationally determined formula, is a reserved function of locally elected members; (d) It is linked on ability to pay, with sliding scale for those experiencing difficulties; (e) There is a flexible method of payment; (f) The tax is payable directly to the relevant local authority in which the property is located but the householder can choose to have it stopped at source from their income if they so wish. That this motion if passed be forwarded to the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government.”
REPORT:
“The legislation [Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012] was enacted on the 26 th December 2012 and we await guidance from the Department of Finance and Department of Environment Community and Local Government regarding the implications and the financial impact of the legislation on the Council.

Should the Members agree the motion a letter will issue to the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government containing the details of the motion.”
The Mayor Councillor C. King spoke on what he considered the inequality of this tax particularly on those who had already paid substantial amounts in stamp duty on the purchase of their property.  He quoted figures of mortgages, of which one in five were in distress, families living on Social Welfare and unable to manage and were now being asked to pay property tax and in addition further down the line, water charges.  
Councillor King stated that this property tax was being viewed as an additional fund to local authorities when in fact the Local Government Fund was being reduced in tandem with what was being collected.  The Mayor noted that the collection rate for the Household Charge for South Dublin County Council was at 65%.  Councillor King went on to consider other ways to raise funds for central government such as introduction of a 3rd rate of income tax, a wealth tax and increasing the corporation tax which currently was the lowest in Europe.

Councillor G. O’Connell then spoke on the injustice to people who are being asked to repay debts incurred by the banks, promissory notes and deficits in government funding.  He also spoke at length on the concept of site valuation tax which in his opinion would be a fairer method of taxation.
Councillor C. Bond stated that he opposed Motion No. 1 but was in support of Motion No. 7.  The Member stated that he was in favour of some form of property tax but accepts there are problems in implementing it fairly; ability to pay should be taken into account and not just the value of the property.

Councillor M. Devine stated that she would be voting against Motion No. 7 as this was an unfair tax on the family home and people had no more to give.  
Councillor C. Brophy stated that he would be opposing both motions.  He was in favour of some form of local taxation to fund local services and noted that local authorities would have the ability to vary local taxes after the next local elections.  He felt that many councillors did not want the tax but wanted to spend the benefits of it.

Councillor M. McDonagh supported both motions as he felt families were unable to pay at this time.

Councillor E. Walsh noted that the Labour party who opposed water charges during the previous administration were now favouring a property tax and felt there were many such inconsistencies in governments over many years.

Councillor J. Hannon stated that it did not matter what this council decided as the decision on property tax had already been taken by the government.  The Member went on to highlight problems encountered by previous governments in relation to valuations on properties prior to abolition of domestic rates.  Councillor Hannon felt that there was a need for some form of property tax but the problems with valuations were not as yet clear and on this basis would be supporting the motions.

Councillor G. Kenny and Councillor J. Lahart also stated that they would be supporting the motions.  

Councillor P. Kearns and Councillor E. Tuffy stated that they would be supporting Motion No. 7 and the issues raised were in relation to the problem of valuations in the South Dublin County Council area and the need for some form of local tax to fund services.  Councillor Tuffy felt that Motion No. 1 was too vague and was opposing a tax which was already enacted.
 Councillor Jones stated that she would be abstaining from the votes.  The Member expressed her concern regarding citizens who had moved outside the Dublin area to avail of larger houses at lower prices during the boom times and was also concerned at people’s ability to pay and the complexities which surrounded determining this.  Councillor Jones also expressed concern at the different levels of tax which would be levied from county boundary to county boundary.
Councillor C. King and Councillor G. O’Connell thanked all the Members for their contributions. 

It was AGREED to vote on Motion No. 2 and Motion No. 7 by way of show of hands.

The results were as follows:

Motion No. 2 (M2)
For:

  7 (SEVEN)

Against:
13 (THIRTEEN)

Abstentions:
  2 (TWO)

Motion No. 2 FELL.
Motion No. 7 (M7)
For:

  9 (NINE)

Against:
  8 (EIGHT)

Abstentions:
  4 (FOUR)
Motion No. 7 was CARRIED.
Prior to the show of hands vote a protest group against property tax forcibly entered the chamber and the Council Members, management and staff adjourned for a recess in the ante-room.

Upon resumption of the meeting, Councillor C. Brophy requested the Mayor to suspend standing orders for five minutes to discuss the protest.  This was AGREED.
Councillor Brophy spoke first on behalf of the Fine Gael party and felt that the chamber as a whole needed to record the affront to a democratically elected institution which had taken place through the actions of a mob in what he felt was an act of thuggery.  He stated that it would be remiss of the Members not to condemn this attack on staff who were merely doing their job and that regardless of anyone’s personal opinions on this issue, what had occurred was a disgraceful action which was encouraged by a former elected member of this council and a non-elected member of the European Parliament.   
Councillor J. Lahart went on to echo all that Councillor Brophy had said and thanked An Garda Síochána and the security staff for their assistance in bringing the matter under control.  Councillor Lahart also stated that it was ironic that the issue of property tax was being democratically discussed in the chamber and there was no need for this protest.  He stated that the M.E.P. involved already had a voice and a forum at which to express his views and the actions of the protesters was an assault on local democracy.  Councillor Lahart also complimented the Mayor on his handling of the situation.

Councillor E. Tuffy, on behalf of the Labour group echoed the comments of previous speakers and regretted very much that staff were verbally threatened and one physically assaulted.  He stated that members of the public were welcome to attend council meetings in the public gallery in an orderly fashion.  He had no objection to residents voicing their opinions but that what had occurred was totally unacceptable.
Councillor M. Corr, Councillor M. Devine and Councillor G. O’Connell also expressed their support for people’s right to protest but felt it would have been more appropriate for the protesters to go to the public gallery and await the result of the vote on the motions.

The Mayor, Councillor C. King stated that he had asked the former elected Member of South Dublin County Council and the M.E.P. to end the protest before it got out of hand but his plea went unanswered and it was then necessary to involve An Garda Síochána, which was unfortunate.  Councillor King also condemned the assaulting of members of staff during the outburst.
Councillor C. Brophy formally proposed that thanks be forwarded to both staff and the Gardaí for their assistance during the unfortunate incident.  This was AGREED.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

In accordance with Standing Order 15 (5) the Mayor, Councillor C. King proposed and the members unanimously agreed to suspend standing orders in order to deal with the following Emergency Motion:

EM/0213
EMERGENCY MOTION - DEVELOPMENT LEVIES 
Submitted by Councillors C. Brophy, A-M. Dermody, E. Coburn, Tony Delaney, J. Hannon, T. Gilligan, G. Kenny, D. Looney, P. Cosgrave, C. Bond, M. Duff, C. Jones, P. Kearns, M. Corr, B. Bonner, M. Devine, J. Lahart, C. King

“That this Council does not support the actions of Wicklow County Council against home owners in relation to Development Levies and that this Council would not undertake similar action in South Dublin.”
Following a response by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Land Use, Economic & Transport Planning, the proposer of the motion agreed that as the matter was quite a complex one, that he would consider submitting the motion for full debate at the next Council meeting.

M3/0213
MAYOR’S BUSINESS - ROAD SIGNS 

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor Looney:
“That this Council calls on the Manager to provide a report (a) outlining the overall cost of the project of erecting thousands of 'L' Local Road signs throughout the County, (b) who received the contract for the signs themselves and (c) who received the contract for the many thousands of galvanised poles that accompany the signs. Understanding this project was not funded or proposed by SDCC, I believe the scale of the works and the apparent unnecessary erection of thousands of these signs indicating local Road numbers within Housing Estates where established street names have existed for decades seems complete nonsense and a complete waste of Public money in a time of deep hardship and recession.”
REPORT:
“This Council does not have a countywide programme to install Local Road signs, the Council is obliged however to allocate road numbers to each road within the County  as part of its obligations to the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport and to maintain a road schedule notwithstanding the use of local road/street names. The Council is working on a Regional Road signage programme which is grants funded by the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport. As part of this programme signage at junctions with local roads by their respective numbers is being put in place. This is done to ensure a uniformity of approach to regional road signage across the country.  This is advantageous in those areas where there may be several local names particularly in rural and semi-rural locations. In terms of the costs, the Council on notification of a grant allocation for particular Regional road signage schemes designs the signage scheme in accordance with department regulations and size criteria.  The scheme is then tendered on the basis of supply and erection with associated site costs.  A contractor is then appointed to carry out the entirety of the work on a particular regional road.  It is not possible to separate out the costs of the total provision of the Local road signs as they would form a small part (approx. 7%) of the overall tender and economies of scale would apply.  Monies expended on regional road signage over the past number of years was as follows

2010  €174,096 

2011  €199,488

2012   €200,253

A grant of €200,000 has been allocated in 2013 to complete the Regional Road signage programme in the County.  A single Local road plate number and associated poles would be supplied and fitted for approximately €100.”
Councillor King opened this debate by citing a number of examples of locations throughout the County where these “L” signs, in his opinion, were a waste of money and caused confusion.

Councillor D. Looney followed by stating that he had raised this issue on a number of occasions due to the increasing numbers of these signs appearing and he felt there was no requirement for them except in rural areas where there was difficulty in identifying certain roads.  The Member queried how best to spend the roads grant allocations and felt the money spent on these signs could be put to better use in our county. 

Councillor J. Lahart felt that these signs were a good idea and were a good way to plan for the future use of GPS and would enhance identification of locations similar to the way in which utility companies numbered poles etc.  Councillor J.  Lahart did feel however that the need for an independent pole for each sign was a little excessive.
Councillor M. Devine felt the signs were an enforced luxury at the current time and funds would be better spent elsewhere.

Councillor J. Lavelle also supported the motion and felt the matter should be raised with the Minister and the NRA.  Councillor Lavelle was concerned that funding appeared to be reduced for essential works and yet these signs were being erected at a large cost.

Councillor C. Jones felt the Council should convey their objection to spending money on what she considered was rebranding of local roads.

Councillor J. Hannon also voiced his support for the Motion.
Ms T. Walsh, Director of Roads & Water Services, responded to the Members and stated that the Non National Road Numbering scheme had been in place since the 1990’s ensuring a uniform approach to road numbering and signage nationally. She stated that there is an annual Regional Road Signage programme of funding from the Department of Transport, Tourism & Sport in place and as part of the overall scheme the “L” signage at junctions with local roads is being put in place. She stated that she would take the matter up with the Department but there was currently no exemption for urban areas on the issue. Ms Walsh also stated that she understood the Members sentiments but that the scheme was intended to provide a unique marking system for local roads and it was the intention that they would only be displayed at junctions and not at all internal roads within estates.

Councillor C. King requested that the sentiments of the Members be forwarded to the Minister. 

The Motion was AGREED.
The following motion in the name of Councillor J. Lahart was MOVED and RE-ENTERED:

M8/0213
PROPERTY TAX ON COUNCIL/SOCIAL HOUSING 

Councillor J. Lahart 

“That this Council agrees, in the interests of prudent financial planning, that immediate clarification be provided, in light of the government's decision to levy the Property Tax on Council/Social Housing, in relation to the budgetary position of the Council in light of this decision - and specifically to clarify whether:

(a) Council tenants will have to pay the tax directly;

(b) Housing Rents will be increased to offset the cost to the Council of paying the tax on behalf of the householder;

(c) Or the property tax levied on private householders/homeowners will be used to subsidise the property tax on Council dwellings.”
REPORT:
“The legislation [Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012] was enacted on the 26 th December 2012 and we await guidance from the Department of Finance and Department of Environment Community and Local Government regarding the implications and the financial impact of the legislation on the Council.
There are discussions between these Departments and the Revenue Commissioners at which Local Authorities are represented through the CCMA. The members will be kept informed of progress following these discussions.”
The following motion in the name of Councillor J. Lahart was MOVED and RE-ENTERED:

M13/0213
NUMBER OF COUNCILLORS

Councillor J. Lahart 

“That this Council, bearing in mind that the only foreseeable source of additional revenue to this Council (and other Dublin Councils) is revenue accruable from Property Tax (through an equalization fund), recommends to the Minister for Environment & Local Government, that increasing the number of councilors to this Local Authority to forty, is not warranted at this time.”

REPORT:

“At last month's meeting of the Council, a report on the invitation from the Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee was presented to the Members.  Following discussion a submission based on the contents of the debate was prepared and agreed with the Members prior to its submission to the Boundary Committee.  The following point was included in this submission: 
•
There was also a widely held view that to increase the proposed membership of South Dublin to 40 seats at this time would be seen by the public as an error

This submission has been acknowledged by the Boundary Committee who have indicated that they will take the matter into consideration.  The report of the Boundary Committee will be submitted in due course to the Minister for consideration.”
Motions not Reached:
(M4)
BT YOUNG SCIENTIST EXHIBITION
Councillor E. Higgins 

That the Council congratulates students from South Dublin County who participated in this years BT Young Scientist Exhibition. 

(M5)
BUS SERVICES
Councillor W. Lavelle

That this Council supports the need for a more targeted approach to achieving a modal shift from private car to public transport and therefore calls on the Minister for Transport and the National Transport Authority to promote and permit greater bus service competition on key city-centre routes from our county as well as on potential new orbital routes in West & South County Dublin; and further supports the extension of subvention to private bus operators.

(M6)
DOG FOULING BINS
Councillor A-M. Dermody 

That the Manager presents a report for discussion on the number of dog fouling bins in the County and confirms the number of dog licences issued in the County. Report to include details of the cost of individual bins and whether or not there is a provision in any Department’s budget for the inclusion of extra bins going forward.  Report to state if it is possible to micro-chip such bins to allow for efficient emptying of such bins.  As part of the Tidy-Towns Initiative currently underway within the County that there be provision made for extra bins to adequately cater for dog deposits.  Currently what you have are law-abiding citizens collecting their dog poop in plastic (biodegradable) bags and some of those same citizens being forced to dump their dog’s deposit  in the bushes of our parks and streets because of the inadequacy of  bins.  That Management from across all departments including Parks, Roads & Environmental Services provide a joined up approach to this issue, assuming of course that such an approach does not already exist. 

(M9)
LOCAL AUTHORITY SOCIAL EMPLOYMENT SCHEME 

Councillor E. Tuffy 

That this Council notes the provision in Budget 2013 of funding for the creation of 3000 new Local Authority Social Employment Scheme Placements, supports initiatives and actions by South Dublin County Council to provide, and/or collaborate in the provision of, relevant training for job seekers specific to growing industries in the County and supportive of the Council's involvement in efficient energy use and other projects, including projects supporting disadvantaged communities and sports and recreation projects, and requests the Manager to make a statement on the matter.
(M10)
ANTI – DOG FOULING INITIATIVES
Councillor M. Devine 

That the Manager report on anti-dog fouling initiatives within the County and consider reviewing the "hierarchical list" to provide priority to those areas most effected.

(M11)
DOG FOULING 

Councillor W. Lavelle 


That this Council notes the very serious problem on dog-fouling in our County and requests the Manager to present a detailed report, for discussion, on possible new and innovative measures to address this problem.
(M12)
KALYDECO
Councillor E. Higgins 

That this Council supports the need for negotiations between Vertex and the HSE for a fair price for the Cystic Fibrosis drug 'Kalydeco'.

The meeting concluded at 6.30 pm.
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