Submission by South Dublin County Council to the Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee – January 2013.
Following receipt of the invitation for submissions from the Boundary Committee the matter was listed on the agenda for the monthly meeting of the Council held on the 14th January 2013. The following report was presented to the Council:

“COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, January 14, 2013

HEADED ITEM NO. 10

LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA BOUNDARY COMMITTEE 
INVITATION FOR SUBMISSIONS IN RELATION TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A COMMITTEE TO REVIEW LOCAL ELECTORAL AREAS
The Action Programme for Effective Local Government, Putting People First, was published in October 2012 and sets out the Government’s vision for change for the sector. The Action Programme and related documents are available on the Department’s website at www.environ.ie . 

Chapter 6 of the Action Programme (see attachment) sets out the plans for Local Government arrangements within counties. It is envisaged that new Municipal Districts will be formed with a clear segregation of powers between the Municipal Districts and the County Council as set out in the Action Programme. The Programme notes that special arrangements will be required in Dublin. 

A statutory Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee has been established to review and make recommendations on boundaries in the context of the Action Programme. This Boundary Committee has issued an invitation for submissions and has also established a website at www.boundarycommittee.ie . 

The review of local Electoral areas is being undertaken in prospect of the local elections to be held in 2014, having regard to the results of Census 2011 and notes that the task of the Committee is to review and make recommendations on the division of Council areas into local electoral areas and to make recommendations on the number of members of each Council to be assigned to each local electoral area. The Committee’s report will be considered by the Minister as the basis for the revision of the local electoral areas under his statutory powers.

OUTLINE OF CENSUS 2011 DATA
For the assistance of Members the Census data from 2011 show that South Dublin has a population of 265,205. This is broken down into Local Electoral Areas as follows:-

Clondalkin 56,338

Lucan 54,101

Rathfarnham 39,311

Tallaght Central 60,450

Tallaght South 55,005

REGISTER OF ELECTORS DATA
By way of supplementary data the Draft Register of Electors 2013/14 was published on 1st November 2012 with 185,069 electors registered to vote, representing 69.78% of the population of the County. The Register will come into force on 15th February 2013. The number of electors for each of the five Local Electoral Areas (with comparative data for 2012 /13 also shown) is as follows:-

	
	Register of Electors 2012/13
	Draft Register of Electors 2013/14

	Clondalkin
	37,105
	37,428

	Lucan
	32,611
	32,889

	Rathfarnham
	32,672
	32,717

	Tallaght Central
	44,967
	45,034

	Tallaght South
	36,831
	37,001

	Total
	184,186
	185,069


MAKING OF SUBMISSIONS
The Boundary Committee has indicated that the deadline for receipt of submissions by it (to be forwarded to the Secretary of the Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee) is Friday the 25th January at 5pm. 

A copy of the Boundary Committee’s invitation and their terms of reference along with the relevant sections of Chapter 6 of Putting People First, An Action Programme for Effective Local Government are attached to this report.”
The report was introduced with a reminder to the Members that the closing time for the receipt of submissions was 5.00pm on Friday 25th January 2013 and that it was a matter for each individual member and each party grouping and none, to consider submitting their own individual submission.
An extensive and wide ranging debate ensued, during which 14 individual Members of the Council contributed. Their contributions can be summarised in the following bullet points:
· It is agreed, that as set down in the proposals, that the Dublin area is a special case and therefore requires a special solution to be adopted
· It was agreed that the recent proposed realignment of the Dáil electoral boundaries needs to be consolidated in this proposed exercise

· It was agreed that a strong case could be made for Dáil and local electoral boundaries tot be contiguous; and if not, then as a worst case, local electoral areas should be divided between no more than two Dáil constituencies 

· There was a strong and widely held view that the current structures and the day-to-day operation of those structures worked very well in South Dublin and there was no need for change
· There was a widely held view that the municipal authority structure was not needed in South Dublin; that it would not work in South Dublin and that it was more appropriate to areas where town councils existed
· There was also a widely held view that to increase the proposed membership of South Dublin to 40 seats at this time would be seen by the public as an error

· It was generally agreed that while some increase in the membership of the county might be welcome, a move to the maximum was not welcomed

· The position with regard to the future financing of local authorities needed to be clarified to ensure that the existing or any new arrangements would function as planned
· The identity of local electoral areas was an important issue in Dublin and South Dublin in particular and that the names assigned to the individual electoral areas could greatly contribute to the giving of a sense of place

· There was strong support for the proposal that the actual naming of the electoral areas would become a reserved function of the Council and be devolved to the Council
· That while this submission was related to the work of the Boundary Committee, it was difficult to make coherent submissions in the absence of final decisions on exact manner in which the policy was to be implemented

· Where possible, it was that the view that neighbourhoods should not be severed from the area to which the local population had allegiance 
· It was strongly recommended that areas which have traditionally been associated with each other should be kept together and not severed as part of this exercise

· It is stated that municipal districts (if they are to be introduced in South Dublin) are to be based on a single local electoral area yet the current county town, Tallaght, is based around two local electoral areas

· There was a well supported view that very large seat constituencies are problematic from a representational point of view and that normal sized (maximum of five seats) constituencies work better

· It was the view that as many natural physical boundaries (rivers, large roads, motorways etc) as possible in the county be utilised as boundaries to the local electoral areas
· Finally it was suggested that if possible that the electoral boundaries, when designated, should be left in place for a minimum of 10 years to enable a comprehensive adjustment to the take place to those boundaries.

The following specific matters were made by individual members in the course of the discussions:

· Member felt that the Rathfarnham Electoral Area was under-represented and that an electoral area which included Rathfarnham, Knocklyon and Ballyboden should also have Ballycullen and Firhouse added to it

· Member felt that the Lucan Electoral Area should be adjusted so that the boundary was along the Fonthill Road so that the Balgaddy area was included

· Member submitted that existing Tallaght Central Electoral Area comprised of an area East of M50 of some 25,000 and an area west of M50 of some 35,000. It was submitted that the piece east of M50 should remain as one unit

· Member submitted that the boundary of the Rathfarnham Electoral Area should be the Dodder River

· Member suggested that the existing Tallaght South Electoral Area should not be changed on this occasion

· A minority view of members was of the opinion that larger multi-seat electoral areas were favoured

ENDS
