COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÃTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


Minutes of Sport, Recreation, Community and Parks Strategic Policy Committee
Held on the 14th November   2012
in the Council Chamber
 Attendance
	Members
	Officials

	Cllr  C. King
	B. Coman Director of Housing, Social  & Community Development

	Cllr G. Kenny
	W. Sheils Senior, Executive Officer Community Services

	Cllr P. Cosgrave
	P. Swayne,  Sport & Recreation Officer

	Cllr D Looney
	Thos McDermot,  Sports Partnership  Coordinator 

	Cllr E  Higgins
	Barry Ferguson,   F.A.I. Officer

	Cllr M. Duff
	

	Cllr M. McDonagh
	

	S Reid
	

	C. Johnston
	

	C. McCartney
	


An Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Cathal King presided.

1.  Minutes of previous meeting held on  5th September 2012
Proposed:  C. King
Seconded: P. Cosgrave
2. Matters Arising   - none
3. F.A.I. Hub Presentation
Barry Ferguson F.A.I. Officer gave  a detailed Presentation on F.A.I Hub soccer, entitled Project F.U.T.S.A.L. (Football Used Towards Social Advancement and Learning)  The idea behind Project F.U.T.S.A.L. which is Part funded by Ireland Wales Programme 2007-2013 is to:
· Develop 12 Education Hubs coordinated by FAI/WFT staff. 
· 30 participants each Hub

· adult education/ football education 
· Volunteer work hours 

· Pan-Disability Football Clubs 

· Education Exchanges 
· Research into Using  football as a social inclusion tool
Barry referred to Collinstown Park Community College Hub which commenced in September 2012. 
Barry responded to questions regarding this project, Cllr King thanked Barry for his very informative presentation.
4. Sports Partnership Strategy  Update  
Thos McDermott, Sports  Partnership Co Coordinator outlined the SDCC Sports Strategy and  updated  all members on a number of   Actions that Sports Partnership are introducing with a view to  increasing participation in Sport & Physical Activity within the South Dublin area. Mr McDermott and B. Coman Director responded to any questions relating to presentation. B. Coman highlighted areas that needed to be progressed while acknowledging the vast amount of achievements to date. Mainly need to focus on Communication Policy and to set up a sub committee to work towards feeding into the Strategy Review due in 2013.

The following members undertook to work on the sub committee:

Cllr C. King Mayor

Cllr E Higgins

Cllr D Looney
S Reid and C. McCartney 
B Coman also referred to the benefits to clubs and organisations of Social Media and highlighted the seminar for clubs organised by the Sports Partnership on Saturday 17th November 2012 at 9.30am at Red Cow Hotel.

5. COMMUNITY CENTRE NETWORK 
W. Sheils gave a report on Community Centres Network which was set up three years ago   but in recent times the CCN has not been meeting on a regular basis and in order to carry out a revitalisation of the CCN, it is proposed to form a group to consider and recommend an appropriate and more suitable structure for the Network. This group should include Community Centre representatives, Community Department officials and SPC members in order to get the best blend of ideas for forming a new model for the CCN.    A discussion ensued regarding the setting up of a new Committee to which Cllr C. King contributed.
The following members indicated their willingness to be part of the Committee:

Cllr P Cosgrave

Cllr C King Mayor

S Reid

C Johnston
6. PLAY2LEARN

W. Sheils gave a report on the PLAY2LEARN concept of encouraging Children to play golf in a relaxed and non competitive environment. It is essentially a different approach to teaching children how to play golf – no emphasis on grip, swing etc, just a fun way of learning, thus catering for children who are not particularly competitive or athletic.  

Previous projects to encourage children to play golf have been well attended but it appears that there were little or no long term benefits. The Play2Learn method is much more engaging with less emphasis on the technical requirements of the game, and more concentration on the children enjoying themselves. This involves simple little games which help the children to acquire the basic skills necessary without an overload of technical information or instruction.

There are already a number of schools who have tried out Play2Learn and the feedback has been very positive. The Community Services Department is considering the development of a pilot programme that would fit in with the Play2Learn concept and which would give children an opportunity to learn how to play golf in an enjoyable and inexpensive way.

Golf is a game which can be played by young and old, men and women, all through their lives, and conforms very well with the Life Cycle approach to living. It is also a game that can be played by children who may find themselves unsuited to the physically competitive traditional field sports, and as such, is invaluable in encouraging children to get involved who might not otherwise do so.       
Meeting concluded at 7.15pm
