COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE MEETING

Minutes of Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting, dealing with Roads, Water & Drainage, Planning, Development, Libraries, Corporate Services, Housing, Community, Environment and Parks held on 8th January 2013.

	PRESENT

	COUNCILLORS

	E. Coburn

	A. M. Dermody

	P. Cosgrave

	J. Lahart


An Cathaoirleach Councillor P. Cosgrave presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Senior Executive Officer
	H. Hogan. 

	County Librarian
	G. Byrne.

	Senior Engineer
	T. O’Grady, W. Purcell

	Senior Executive Parks Superintendent
	M. Hannon.

	Senior Executive Engineer
	A. O’Mullane.

	Project Manager
	M. Ni Dhomhnaill.

	Administrative Officer
	T. Curtin.

	A/Senior Staff Officer
	C. Malone.

	Clerical Officer
	A. Mooney.


R/01/13 CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES  
HEADED ITEM (1): 





  Item ID: 34350 
Minutes of Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting, dealing with Parks, Environment, Water & Drainage, Roads, Development, Planning, Corporate Services, Libraries, Community and Housing, held on 11th December 2012, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the 11th December 2012 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

Roads
R/02/13 QUESTIONS

It was NOTED that there was No Business under this heading.

R/03/13 EXTINGUISHMENT OF THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY TO REAR OF 16 & 18 BUTTERFIELD CRESCENT, RATHFARNHAM.
HEADED ITEM (2):





  
Item ID: 34351 

Proposed Initiation of Procedure to Extinguish the public right of way over portion of roadside margin to rear of 16 & 18 Butterfield Crescent, Rathfarnham.
Mr. T. Curtin, Administrative Officer presented the following report:-
“The roadside margin to the rear of 16 and 18 Butterfield Crescent comprises a grass strip and an area of overgrown bushes.  Correspondence has been received from the residents of these two houses stating that this area has become the focus of indiscriminate dumping and they have requested the Council’s consent to incorporate this area into their respective gardens.

Drawing number RE 5001 shows the land in question outlined in red.

The narrow roadside margin shown shaded in yellow will be retained. This will form part of the narrow roadside margin that runs to the back of the houses on Butterfield Crescent. 

If the Committee agree, the procedure to extinguish the public right of way over the area highlighted in red on Drawing number RE 5001 will be initiated.”

MAP
Following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave, E. Coburn, A. M. Dermody and J. Lahart, Mr. T. Curtin responded to queries raised.  It was proposed by Councillor A. M. Dermody, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and AGREED:-

“That the procedure to extinguish the public right of way at the location in the foregoing report shown outlined in red on Drawing RE 5001 be initiated.”
R/04/13 PROPOSED DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS 
HEADED ITEM (3):






  Item ID: 34316 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/05/13 NEW WORKS  
HEADED ITEM (4):






  Item ID: 34317 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

R/06/13 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (1):





 Item ID: 34318 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

R/07/13 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS - UPDATE ON THE GRANGE ROAD/RATHFARNHAM TO CITY CENTRE Q.B.C
MOTION (1): 







  Item ID: 34304 

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J Lahart:-

"That the Manager contact the National Roads Authority to ask them to give an update on the Grange Road/Rathfarnham to City Centre Q.B.C."
The following report by the Manager was READ:

“The National Transport Authority have been contacted with regard to this matter. The scheme has been deferred pending further assessment by them of the Bus Atha Cliath Network Direct proposals relating to revision /renewal/ upgrade of the bus routes in the area. As soon as further information is made available the matter will be brought to the attention of the Committee.”

Following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave, J. Lahart and E. Coburn Mr. A. O’Mullane, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised.  It was AGREED that a Headed Item on strategy on bus services and QBC’s would be presented to the February meeting of the Committee.
R/08/13 ROAD REPAIRS TO BALLYROAN CRESCENT
MOTION (2):







 Item ID: 34305 

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:-

"That the Manager include in the new year Roads Work Programme repairs to the damaged road along Ballyroan Crescent from the entrance opposite Butterfield Park to the top of the hill at the entrance to St. Patricks and Santa Maria schools."

The following report by the Manager was READ:

“The location will be inspected and any necessary repairs to the concrete road surface will be included in the 2013 Roadworks Programme subject to availability of resources.”

Following a contribution from Councillor P. Cosgrave, Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
Water & Drainage
R/09/13 QUESTIONS

It was NOTED that there was No Business under this heading.

R/10/13 NEW WORKS
HEADED ITEM (5):






  Item ID: 34320 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

R/11/13 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (2): 





  Item ID: 34321 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

R/12/13 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS 
MOTION (3):







  Item ID: 34322 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

Planning
R/13/13 QUESTIONS

It was NOTED that there was No Business under this heading.

R/14/13 PLANNING FILES 

HEADED ITEM (6):






  Item ID: 34323 

A. Large Applications Under Consideration - It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
B. Files Requested by Members - It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/15/13 NEW WORKS 
HEADED ITEM (7):






  Item ID: 34324 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/16/13 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (3):





  Item ID: 34325 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

R/17/13 CURRENT LIST OF UNFINISHED HOUSING ESTATES IN THE RATHFARNHAM WARD
MOTION (4): 







  Item ID: 34314 

It was proposed by Councillor E. Coburn, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:-

"That this Committee discuss with the aid of a report the current list of unfinished housing estates in the Rathfarnham Ward, the current classification of each with regard to the Household Charge and any appeals that have been received by SDCC from resident associations as to their classification." 

The following report by the Manager was READ:
“Stocking Wood (including Stocking Well) and Dal Riada are the only unfinished housing estates in the Rathfarnham area. They are classified as B and A respectively. This classification was based on the categorisation definition's provided by the Department of Environment Community and Local Government in 2011. There are a number of other schemes such as Airpark, Loretto Terrace, Boden Park and Fortfield square at various stages of the TIC process where all building works are complete.

We have received no appeals from residents associations in respect of household charges. We have received numerous individual enquiries seeking explanation of the categorisation system which we provided.”

Following contributions from Councillors E. Coburn, J. Lahart, P. Cosgrave and A.M. Dermody, Mr. W. Purcell, Senior Engineer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

Development
R/18/13 QUESTIONS

It was NOTED that there was No Business under this heading.

R/19/13 NEW WORKS
HEADED ITEM (8):






  Item ID: 34327 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

R/20/13 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (4):





  Item ID: 34328 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

R/21/13 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS
MOTION (5):







  Item ID: 34329 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

Libraries
R/22/13 QUESTIONS

It was NOTED that there was No Business under this heading.

R/23/13 LIBRARY NEWS & EVENTS 

HEADED ITEM (9):






  Item ID: 34330 

Ms G. Byrne, County Librarian, presented the following report:-
“Library News and Events”
Following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave and A.M. Dermody, Ms Byrne responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
R/24/13 NEW WORKS 
HEADED ITEM (10):






   Item ID: 34331 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

R/25/13 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (5): 





   Item ID: 34332 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

R/26/13 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS 
MOTION (6): 







   Item ID: 34333 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

Corporate
R/27/13 QUESTIONS 
It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Question 1 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

R/28/13 FREE WI-FI IN RATHFARNHAM VILLAGE
QUESTION (1): Councillor P. Cosgrave 


Item ID: 34306 

"To ask the Manager to give an update on when the Council will be installing free Wi-Fi in Rathfarnham Village?"
REPLY:
Despite extensive attempts over a number of months with local businesses (through the local traders representatives) in order to secure required access for the project - both property and broadband, it wasn’t possible to achieve the requirements satisfactorily in this location and therefore regrettably the pilot project has been moved to Clondalkin. The Council will revert to Rathfarnham along with other areas of the county after a successful pilot and evaluation of the system in Clondalkin.

R/29/13 NEW WORKS
HEADED ITEM (11):






  Item ID: 34334 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

R/30/13 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (6):





  Item ID: 34335 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

R/31/13 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS 
MOTION (7):







  Item ID: 34336 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

Housing
R/32/13 QUESTIONS 
It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Question 2 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

R/33/13 OPTIMAL MIX OF HOUSING 
QUESTION (2): Councillor E. Coburn  



Item ID: 34313 

"To ask the Manager to outline the optimal mix of housing in any given estate vis a vis affordable, social and/or Council housing and to outline what steps are required to address any imbalance when this occurs?"
REPLY:
National housing policy is set out in the government's Housing Policy Statement that was launched in June 2011.  This document outlines a vision for the future of the housing sector in Ireland “based on choice, fairness, equity across tenures and on delivering quality outcomes for the resources invested”

South Dublin County Council’s Housing Strategy is prepared in accordance with Part V of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and Part II of the Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2002.  This Strategy is for the period 2010-2016 which is the lifetime of the County Development Plan. The key purpose of the Strategy is to identify the overall need for housing in the area of the Development Plan and to ensure that South Dublin County Council provides for the development of sufficient housing.  

There is a requirement that 15% of units in new residential developments to be reserved for social/affordable units: the distribution to take cognisance of the existing concentration of social and affordable housing. This percentage reflects the combined need for social and affordable housing arising out of the assessments of need. Having regard to the flexibility introduced in the Planning and Development Acts and having regard to all of the relevant factors, a net countywide requirement of 15% Social/Affordable Housing in private residential developments is appropriate.

The Housing Department provides a range of accommodation options including social and affordable housing, as well as assisting in the delivery of voluntary housing and homeless accommodation and the sourcing of alternative accommodation for certain households through the private sector.  These include the Rental Accommodation Scheme and the Social Housing Leasing Initiative.   All these housing supports are in line with the National Housing Policy. However it should be noted that the Council does not control the allocation / assignment of accommodation to persons in receipt of Rent Supplement. 

The Council has developed a comprehensive in-house management tool based on the Council’s GIS system which maps realtime indicative information on the existing concentration of housing tenure mix in any particular area.  The information from this mapping system is used to inform decision making on the optimal housing mix. 

This mapping system which is an addendum to the Council's GIS system has properties mapped according to the Geo-Directory.  GeoDirectory provides the precise geographic location (X Y co-ordinates) and the exact postal address for every home and business in Ireland. This makes it perfect for database cleaning or geo-demographic mapping and analysis. 

The system is built on a layer basis with each type of housing tenure on a separate layer. Filters can be applied to the system to call up one or more layers at a time to demonstrate housing tenure concentrations in any particular area of the county.  

In considering new properties for social use, the Council makes every effort to ensure that the 15% social housing mix is maintained throughout the county within private estates. However there are circumstances where depending on housing demand, area status and adherence to good estate management principles it may be reasonable to exceed this quota.
R/34/13 NEW WORKS
HEADED ITEM (12):






  Item ID: 34338 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

R/35/13 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (7):





  Item ID: 34339 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

R/36/13 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS 
MOTION (8):







  Item ID: 34340 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

R/37/13  CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS – REPORT ON MEETING WITH STOCKINGWELL & STOCKINGWOOD RESIDENTS
MOTION (9): 







  Item ID: 34303 

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:-

"That the Manager give a report of the meeting with Stockingwell, Stocking Wood residents and what outcomes may happen in the future".  
The following report by the Manager was READ:

“A meeting was held with representatives of the Stocking Well Residents Association on the 3rd January. The representatives outlined the difficulties they were experiencing in the area. Generally speaking they relate to a large number of children with little or nothing to do or play area. This in turn results in damage to the area that must be paid for by the residents through the Management Charge. They also were concerned with a level of anti social behaviour that is becoming apparent in the area as well as a lack of representation on the Management Committee. They were advised that the matters they were concerned about were for Circle Housing Association who are the landlords of most of the social housing in the area and acting as our managing agent for the remainder.

The Council undertook to meet with Circle Housing Association with a view to fostering a joint working arrangement between them and the residents.”

Following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave, J. Lahart, A.M. Dermody and E. Coburn, Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

Community
R/38/13 QUESTIONS 
It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Question 3 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

R/39/13 GATHERING 2013
QUESTION (3): Councillor E. Coburn  



Item ID: 34315 

"To ask the Manager to outline what plans are in place to host Gathering 2013 events in the Rathfarnham Ward and to detail the potential venues identified?"
REPLY:
The Community Services Department recently launched The Gathering Local Community Fund as a funding opportunity for community groups across the County including Rathfarnham, to submit funding applications to for Gathering events that had proposals to host in 2013. The deadline for the fund is now closed and assessment of applications received are now ongoing.

South Dublin County Tourism Ltd in partnership with SDCC have also organised a number of large events for the County to mark the year of the Gathering 2013. 

R/40/13 APPLICATION FOR GRANTS 
HEADED ITEM (13):






  Item ID: 34341 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/41/13 NEW WORKS 
HEADED ITEM (14):






  Item ID: 34342 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

R/42/13 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (8):





  Item ID: 34343 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

R/43/13 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS
MOTION (10):







   Item ID: 34352 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

Environment
R/44/13 QUESTIONS

It was NOTED that there was No Business under this heading.

R/45/13 LITTER MANAGEMENT PLAN QUARTERLY REPORT
HEADED ITEM (15):






  Item ID: 34270 

Ms M. Ni Dhomhnaill, Project Manager, presented the following report:-
Litter Management Plan Quarterly Report
Following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave, J. Lahart and E. Coburn, Ms Ni Dhomhnaill responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to present a further report on the sale of Christmas trees on a public road to a future meeting of the Committee. 

R/46/13 NEW WORKS
HEADED ITEM (16):






  Item ID: 34344 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

R/47/13 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (9):





  Item ID: 34345 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

R/48/13 Cathaoirleach’s Business 
MOTION (11):







  Item ID: 34346 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

Parks

R/49/13 QUESTIONS

It was NOTED that there was No Business under this heading.

R/50/13 NEW WORKS
HEADED ITEM (17):






  Item ID: 34347 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

R/51/13 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (10): 





  Item ID: 34348 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

R/52/13 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS - CLEAN UP OF FOOTPATH AT STOCKING LANE

MOTION (12): 







   Item ID: 34302 

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:-

"That the Manager include in its works programme a general clean up of weeds and overgrown plants at the new footpath at Stocking Lane."
The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:

“The grass margins at Stocking Lane are maintained in a reasonable condition having regard to the resources currently available to the Council. There is some evidence of weed growth and encroachment of briars onto the path area. These issues will be dealt with during the routine maintenance operations in 2013.”

The meeting concluded at 4.30pm.
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