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Economic Development SPC Working Groups - Background

The first meeting of the Economic Development SPC Working Group on 10th January identified two area of focus – (1) FDI and (2) Villages and Tourism.  It was decided to have two separate Working Group meetings on each of these topics, held one after the other.  Reports from each of these meetings are set out below.  These will be considered at the next SPC meeting.  
Report of Meeting of Economic Development SPC Working Group on Villages and Tourism, 10th January 2013
Attendees: Cllr. Pamela Kearns (Chair), Cllr. Eamon Tuffy, Cllr. Emma Coburn, Cllr. William Lavelle, Cllr. Maire Devine, Mr. Gareth Robinson, Mr. Sean Giblin.
Staff Attending: Mr Frank Nevin, Mr Colin Ryan, Mr. Willie Sheils, Mr. Feargal Ó Súilleabháin and Ms Siobhán Duff.
Report

· Wille Sheils gave a presentation outlining the work of South Dublin County Tourism (SDCT).  This included considerable success in the areas of events, conferences and sports tourism.  There is potential for the continuation of this success during 2013, the year of ‘the Gathering’.  Approaches to marketing include both traditional modes and e-marketing.  A new strategy is being prepared for SDCT and will be available shortly.  
· Feargal Ó Súilleabháin gave a presentation about the work on the Villages Project by the Architects Department.  This involves the preparation of village plans with the participation of local groups in order to assist in the improvement of the public realm and the quality of life.
· Points raised during the meeting included the following:
· The Lucan Village Network has been set up bringing together local groups and bodies.  Local tourism potential identified includes the Liffey Descent, participation in Tidy Towns, connection with the Canal, attracting more events to Lucan, pursuing age-friendly village status, free wi-fi, pop-up shops, review of parking bye-laws to give more flexibility and thereby promote trade.  

· It was agreed that Tallaght village requires particular attention.

· It needs to be ensured that the identities and marketing of villages that are dominated by a larger/more successful neighbour in close proximity, are carefully managed.  

· Hotels should have information sheets with information on all local shopping (as in US hotels).

· Areas that should be explored by the group were put forward as follows:

· Marketing of villages and use of IT for this purpose should be explored.  This includes developing apps and investigating the possibility of a portal through the Council website.  

· The potential for pop-up shops should be explored, in particular to facilitate local craft.

· The involvement of local communities and business and SDCT is essential.

· A team involving the relevant Council Departments to implement actions arising from Working Group will require to be identified.  

Report of Meeting of Economic Development SPC Working Group on FDI, 10th January 2013
Attendees: Cllr. Eamon Tuffy (Chair), Cllr. Emma Coburn, Cllr. Marie Corr, Cllr. William Lavelle, Cllr. Maire Devine Mr. Gareth Robinson, Mr. Sean Giblin.
Staff Attending: Mr Frank Nevin, Mr Colin Ryan, Mr. Paddy Fogarty and Ms Siobhán Duff.
Report

· Paddy Fogarty gave a presentation on the history and development of the Grange Castle Business Park.  It is marketed globally by the IDA and is one of their most strategic locations.  
· Points raised during the meeting included the following:
· Advantages of Ireland as a location for data centres include access to power; access to broadband; good ambient temperatures; political stability; knowledge and community.  

· Data centres provide very low levels of employment – need to encourage co-location of office-type uses to boost employment.  

· Lack of public transport on Outer Ring Road a problem.

· Frustration expressed to NTA that Kishogue station remains closed.  

· Security companies in Grange Castle are trialling electric cars for efficiency.  
· Areas that should be explored by the group were put forward as follows:
· Working group members should look at the Louth Economic Forum (according to the website, ‘this brings together the business sector of County Louth, the local authority management and all of the State agencies that interact with those generating economic activity in the County and is a one stop shop for potential investors’).
· The marketing of Grange Castle should be re-examined.  In particular, a web presence should be created in order to augment and localise the marketing opportunities for Grange Castle and South Dublin County.
· Possible economic opportunities arising from people from other countries who have studied in Ireland should be investigated.
· The economic potential of food production should be explored.

· A skills assessment is required to be carried out for the County – this can be done using Census data and information from the IEN.  
· Linkage with other agencies including third level colleges should be investigated.  
· The potential for greening Grange Castle Business Park should be examined.
Overall Meeting outcomes
It was agreed that the subgroup would report to the next SPC meeting to decide on further programme of sub-group meetings and focus.
