COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 14th January 2013
PRESENT
	Councillors
	Councillors

	Bond, C.
	Kearns, P.

	Bonner, B.
	Kenny, G.

	Brophy, C.
	King, C.

	Coburn, E.
	Lahart, J.

	Corr, M.
	Lavelle, W.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lawlor, B.

	Delaney, T.
	Looney, D.

	Dermody A-M.
	McDonagh, M.

	Devine, M
	O’Connell, G.

	Duff, M.
	Ridge, T.

	Gilligan, T.
	Tuffy, E.

	Hannon, J.
	Walsh, E.

	Jones, C.
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT
	County Manager
	P. Poole 

	Directors / Heads of Function

	C. Henehan, T. Kavanagh, F. Nevin, 
T. Walsh, B. Coman, P. Murphy, 
J. Quinlivan 

	County Architect 
	E. Conroy 

	Senior Executive Officers
	E. O’Gorman, M. Maguire, H. Hogan, 
Y. Dervan

	Asst. Head of Information Systems 
	M. Galvin

	Administrative Officer
	E. Leech 

	A/Administrative Officer
	M. O’Neill

	A/ Staff Officer 
	B. Gorman

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne

	IT Department 
	S. Hunt 


The Mayor, Councillor C. King presided. 


CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
H1a)/0113
Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 10th December 2012, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart.
H1b)/0113
Minutes of Annual Budget Meeting, 17th December 2012 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Devine.
H2a)/0113
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE 12th DECEMBER 2012 - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY, HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2b)/0113
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - JOINT TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) & TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) – 14th DECEMBER 2012 - DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), HOUSING, ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants
Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-
	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date 
Received  
	Amount

	GF2139
	Dominic’s Active Ladies 
Group
	Start Up Costs Grant 
for Community Groups
	16/11/12
	€800

	GF2128
	St. Kevin’s Family
Resource Centre
	Minor Equipment Grant
	10/09/12
	€400

	GF2137
	St. Aengus Active 
Retirement Club
	Running Costs Grant for Community Groups
	06/11/12
	€200


It was proposed by Councillor M.  Duff and seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report.”

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the reports of the Joint Tallaght Area Committee (1) & Tallaght Area Committee (2) - 14th December 2012 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

H2c)/0113
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES -  LUCAN AREA COMMITTEE – 18th DECEMBER 2012 - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY, HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2d)/0113
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES -  CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE – 19th DECEMBER 2012 - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS),  HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants

Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received


	Amount

	GF2140
	Round Tower Juvenile Section
	Major Equipment Grant
	27/11/12
	€2,400


It was proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan and seconded by Councillor M. McDonagh.

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the forgoing report.”

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. McDonagh        and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the reports of the Clondalkin Area Committee - 19th December 2012 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

H3/0113    
ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE & FINANCE MEETING

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H4/0113
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H5/0113
REPORTS FROM AREA COMMITTEES 
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

QUESTIONS FOR NOTING
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions numbered Q1 – Q13 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
Q1/0113
TENANT PURCHASE SCHEME

QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine 


To ask that the Manager give a report on the future of House Purchase Schemes for this Local Authority from 2013?
REPLY:
The current Tenant Purchase Scheme (1995) expired on the 31st December 2012 ie all applications to purchase under this scheme must have been made by 31/12/2012.  

Applications received under the 2011 Fixed Term Tenant Purchase Scheme (applications accepted up to 31/12/2011) are still being processed.  In accordance with recent decision of the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government, all sales under this scheme must be completed on or before 30/6/2013.  

The Department of Environment, Community and Local Government has advised of the intention to introduce a new scheme providing for the sale of local authority houses to tenants on incremental purchase principles (based on household income rather than length of tenancy). The objective of the scheme is to provide an affordable route to home ownership for households and to enable the State to share in the profits from resale during the 20 to 30 year period for which the house is subject to an incremental purchase charge. 

It is envisaged that the scheme will be in place from 1 July 2013, subject to the necessary legislation being in place.

Q2/0113 
ENERGY RATING PROGRAMME
QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine

To ask that the Manager provide details on the projected number of units that are to be refurbished within the Energy Rating programme in 2013 and provide a schedule of these proposed works?
REPLY:
There are currently three strands of energy upgrading programmes:
1.    (A)   Relets - Energy upgrading of vacant dwellings:    This work is carried out by Housing Maintenance on an individual dwelling basis according as each dwelling becomes vacant.  The energy upgrading element is part funded by the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government and is dependent on the amount of kWh/sq. metres saved per year.  43 houses were upgraded under this funding in 2012.  It is anticipated that a similar number will be upgraded in 2013.

(B)   Energy Upgrading of tenanted SDCC dwellings:   External fabric upgrading of 6 SDCC dwellings at 1,2,3,6,7 and 8 Tara Hill Grove, Rathfarnham.  The work included external insulation and render finish system and remedial roof work including insulation.  Other works included replacement of windows and external doors (where required) and replacement of boilers with high efficiency condensing boilers and upgrading of heating.  This was also part funded by the DOECLG based on kWh/sq. metres saved per year.  Applications will be made to the Department for similar work in 2013.

2.     SEAI Delivering Energy Efficiency improvements to low income housing - Area based Pilot Fund 2012 -  This was a response to a Programme launched by the SEAI in the middle of 2012  within a very short timeframe.  SDCC partnered Retrofit Energy Ireland Ltd for this pilot programme for works to a cluster of 43 dwellings which included privately owned and SDCC rented dwellings.  SEAI approved funding of €159,795 for fuel poor homes, which amounted to 80% of the cost of the works.  There were 35 SDCC tenanted dwellings involved and SDCC agreed to provide matching funding of 18% of the cost of the works to SDCC dwellings only, which included fuel poor and non fuel poor homes.  These works commenced in September and were completed on 15th November.  The work included new cavity wall insulation, additional attic insulation, upgrading of central heating, lagging to hot water cylinder, replacement of windows where identified by REIL  and draught proofing.  If this programme is repeated in 2013, as is likely to be the case, SDCC will once again make a bid and the scale of the bid will depend on the grant/funding levels available in the SEAI programme, as matching funds are likely to be required from SDCC.

3.      Refurbishment Phase 3 Greenfort Shancastle 74 dwellings:   This is a Contracted Programme funded by the DOECLG which contains energy upgrading elements.  This contract started in May 2012 and is scheduled for completion in October 2013.  The energy upgrading works include replacement of windows and external doors, cavity wall insulation where none exists, insulation of attic voids, upgrading existing heating systems and draught sealing works.  The aim is to achieve a BER rating of C1 where possible.  Other works include:  Replacement of electrical installation, kitchen units, miscellaneous internal repairs/replacements; doors, stair banisters, service ducts, floor coverings, fireplaces.  Miscellaneous external repairs/replacements; timberwork, gutters, drainage, ridges, fuel shed roofs and doors, frames.  External and internal decoration and reinstatement of boundaries where applicable.  It is unlikely that DOECLG funding will be available in 2013 for Refurbishment Phase 4 but surveys will be carried out during the year in order to submit a proposal for funding to complete the refurbishment of both Cushlawn and Greenfort Shancastle Estates in 2014.

In addition the Council has a Windows and Doors programme in place for the past 3 years which also improves the energy rating of the units and there is provision in the adopted budget for 2013 for a continuation of this programme.

Q3/0113     
BUS SERVICES
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle 
To ask the Manager to seek a detailed update from the National Transport Authority on its review of bus services in our County?
REPLY:
The National Transport Authority has been requested for an update on its review of Network Direct as it affects the bus services in South Dublin County.
Q4/0113
NRA
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle 

To ask the Manager to provide a detailed update on this council’s current engagement with the National Transport Authority and/or adjoining local authorities with respect to joint work on land-use, transport or economic development studies or strategies?
REPLY:
Since April 2012 the Planning Department has participated in an initiative of the Department of the Environment and National Transport Authority in relation to large-scale development sites in the Dublin region in respect of which significant infrastructural investment has taken place and which remain available for development.  This was partly in response to concerns expressed by the construction industry that notwithstanding an oversupply of housing nationally in recent years, there may be a shortage of land available for residential development in the Dublin area in the near future.  There are several such sites in each of the four Dublin local authority areas, all of whom are represented at this forum by the relevant planning staff.  Consultants have been engaged by NTA and it is understood that a preliminary draft stage report was prepared towards the end of 2012, although this required further work.  It is expected that this work will continue in 2013 and members will be updated as the project progresses.
Q5/0113     
NATIONAL WASTE PERMIT OFFICE
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle 

To ask the Manager for details of any correspondence from the National Waste Permit Office in response to motions passed by this council regarding concerns relating to certain waste collection operators?
REPLY:
Following on from correspondence issued to the National Waste Permit Office in response to the motion passed by the Council regarding concerns relating to certain waste collection operators, a reply was received in November 2012 requesting further details and grounds on which Waste Collection Permits might be revoked. The Council's Waste Enforcement Section has, in November 2012, provided details in relation to possible breaches of Waste Collection Permit Conditions by a number of providers in order that the initiation of the Review Process, which is necessary to consider revocation, might be considered.

The outcome of consideration of the matter by the NWCPO is awaited. The matter has in recent days been followed up and any response received will be notified to Councillors.

Q6/0113     SOUTH DUBLIN LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle 

To ask the Manager to provide a detailed update on plans for establishment of a South Dublin Local Enterprise Office, the likely locations, activities and governance structures of the proposed offices; and to further provide details on the current and capital funding likely to be available for the office and initiatives under its remit?
REPLY:
At national level discussions are ongoing in relation to the dissolution if the CEBs. These discussions will provide clarity on funding and mechanisms for the approval of grants in the future.

The Economic Strategy for the County, (as discussed with the SPC & CPG and agreed at the December Council meeting), identified as a key supporting initiative the development of the Local Enterprise Office (LEO). This will bring together the range of activities being carried out by state actors, such as the Council and the County Enterprise boards, to support local enterprise.  The LEO under the auspices of the Council will act as a ‘one-stop-shop’ for small and micro business in the County. They will provide a range of services such as advice, information on accessing public procurement, access to supports and funding and support for the progression of high growth companies to appropriate Enterprise Ireland supports. Work is ongoing on putting in place the LEO framework and building on the South Dublin County Enterprise board being located in County Hall.

A Working Group of the Economic Development SPC have commenced work on an Action Plan flowing from the Strategy, (also agreed at December Council).  Key actions in relation to the LEO include :

·        Develop the Local Enterprise Office to act as a ‘one-stop-shop’ for advice and support for business in the County.

·        Help to influence consumer and business confidence. 

·        Encourage local spending and local business. 

·        Provide assistance for SMEs with tendering and procurement processes. 

·        Raise awareness and promote cooperation between relevant agencies to combat the       shadow economy. 

·        Provide support to the retail sector. 

·        Work towards reducing the costs of doing business. 

·        Provide assistance to businesses with ICT and social media, particularly utilising the skills and information available within the local authority. 

·        Build on the existing good working relationship between the Council and the Chamber.  

Q7/0113     COUNCIL LEISURE CENTRES

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney 

To ask the Manager if prices have been changed, or are set to change, in Leisure Centres and other facilities under the remit of the Council; to state the rationale for such changes; and to make a statement on the usage of these facilities in general?
REPLY: 

A range of activities of public bodies came within the scope of VAT from 1st July 2010. Some activities however, termed Community Facilities, did not come within the scope of VAT on 1st July 2010.

The Minister for Finance signed a Commencement Order (S.I. 392 of 2012) effective from 1 January 2013 in respect of facilities for taking part in sporting or physical education activities, where the facilities are provided by a public body. The provision of facilities for taking part in sporting or physical education activities is liable to VAT at the second reduced rate, currently 9%.

South County Dublin Leisure Services Ltd. is the management vehicle (not for profit) used by the Council to operate the three leisure facilities, Tallaght, Lucan and Clondalkin. A report is being compiled by the management of SCDLS for consideration by their board on the impact that this new VAT cost will have on the business.  Every effort will be made to minimise any increases that may be passed onto the customer.  The Council will be kept informed on any price adjustments arising from this new VAT. 

Q8/0113
OPEN SOURCE SOFTWARE
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager for an update on the utilisation of Open Source Software from my question on notice at the December 2011 meeting (Item 29848), and to make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
South Dublin County Council utilises a growing number of Open Source technologies and continues to research the further implementation of same.  The Local Government sectoral strategy has mandated that open source is the first choice for software provision unless there are technical, functional, or financial reasons why one would not use open source.  This Council is about to embark upon the preparation of a new ICT and Data Strategy which will formally address the use of open source within South Dublin County Council and set out short to medium term plans of the utilisation of same.

In December 2012 South Dublin County Council launched the new corporate website www.sdcc.ie which has been redeveloped using an Open Source content management solution called Drupal. However open source content management is not new to South Dublin County Council.  The previous website was built on top of the Mambo open source content management system which we understand to have been the first implementation of open source content management on a Local Government website in Ireland.

We continue to use the following open source products; ushahidi (fixyourstreet), drupal (Libraries and Council web sites), postgres SQL database (fixyourstreet and spatial data processing), Ubuntu Linux (fixyourstreet), MySQL database (fixyourstreet), pHp (fixyourstreet), dSpace (libraries archival project), Moodle (eLearning System), various desktop open source tools such as Libre Office (limited deployment), and the Gnu Image Processor.

The Council's desktop technology is ageing (10 years old) and whilst we continue to sweat the most from our investment in this technology and have not been generally bound by licencing agreements since 2005, it is becoming apparent that perhaps in the next 12 - 24 months, the Council will require a new and modern desktop infrastructure.  To this end we will over the course of 2013 examine the open source alternatives to our present Microsoft desktop infrastructure and the impact of such a move over the criteria previously mentioned of technical, functional, and financial and on the basis of the Local Government Sectoral Strategy that Open Source software is in the first instance the product of choice.

Another project which has been initiated recently is an evaluation of the Council's email infrastructure and as of January 2013 we are beginning a limited pilot of an open source replacement based on commonly available industry standard and scalable open source technologies.  There are the potential cost savings, should the solutions being evaluated or proposed to be evaluated be found to be suitable, of hundreds of thousands of Euro (based on previous experiences of enterprise agreements required by this organisation) however the technical and functional requirements cannot be underestimated in what a modern organisation's IT infrastructure requires and it remains unclear as to the overall suitability of some open source products.  Nevertheless, the Council's experience with open source products thus far has been broadly satisfactory and every opportunity will be afforded to the open source products which are available to us.

Q9/0113
COUNCIL WEBSITE
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
In congratulating the Council staff involved in the upgrade of the Council website, to ask the Manager to outline the plans to further develop the Council's presence online, in particular regarding (a) services for users in the Irish language, (b) easier access to Councillor details based on mapping and (c) identification of departments where material is either outdated or incomplete; and to make a statement on the matter.
REPLY:
SDCC is continuing to engage customers and citizens effectively through social media. Public information campaigning, media relations and crisis management have all been transformed by social media and the role social media plays enabling the Council to respond will increase in importance and prominence into the future. SDCC is now actively engaging with a fast-growing social media savvy population, staying updated on the public’s needs and opinions and thereby responding with effective policies.

The Council now has in excess of 3,300 Twitter followers with more than 1,700 Facebook accounts ‘liking’ the Council's page and receiving updates.

Regarding the specific points raised in this Question:-

A) As per the Irish Language Scheme of South Dublin County Council, we are legally obliged to have an Irish homepage and an Irish version of landing pages of sections and other static information. This is currently being developed and will have to be completed within the lifetime of our second Irish Language scheme – 2012-2015. This is an ongoing project, with the homepage 'as Gaeilge' currently being developed. Rollout will continue throughout 2013.

B) It is intended to provide a map-based interface to show the five Electoral Areas within South Dublin County. This map based view of the Electoral Areas will also provide a facility to search by address to ascertain the Electoral Area of any address in the County as well as allowing users to click on the map in order to identify the Electoral Area.  Both of these search methods will also return the representatives for each Local Electoral Area. It is envisaged that this functionality will be available in early Q2 2013.

C) As part of the process of moving to the new Corporate website www.sdcc.ie, all Departments carried out a comprehensive review of the content being brought forward in order to ensure it was relevant, comprehensive and up-to-date. This review will continue over the coming months as there is a very significant body of work involved in this process with further development, refinement and updating of content necessary.

Q10/0113    HOUSEHOLD CHARGE
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager what percentage of liable households in South Dublin County have paid the Household Charge for 2012 to date?
REPLY:
The position as at the 2nd January 2013 was as follows;

	Properties Paid
	Total Payments
	Waivers
	Waivers + Pd
	Estimated Liable CSO 
	 % Pd

	52,824
	€5,426,861
	403
	53,227
	            81,822 
	65.1%


Q11/0113    LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUND

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy 

To ask the Manager for a Report on the LGF allocation for 2013 to South Dublin County Council, in terms of allocation per head of population, in comparison with Fingal County Council, DLR County Council and Dublin City Council, in comparison with allocations for 2012, 2011 and 2010?
REPLY:
Set out hereunder are the Local Government Allocations for the Dublin Region for the period 2010 to 2013:

[image: image1.emf]Local Authority
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Original 

Allocation
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2012 Final 

Allocation

2013 

Allocation

2011 

Census 

Population

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown Co Co   34,624,434 31,522,005 25,436,733 24,772,291 206,261

Dublin City Council   88,769,969 78,722,867 53,632,801 52,613,531 527,612

Fingal County Council   29,799,877 26,267,018 19,909,786 19,619,590 273,991

Sth Dublin County Council   24,289,702 21,709,971 16,403,874 16,285,348 265,205

Grand Total 177,483,982158,221,861115,383,194113,290,760 1,273,069


The following chart sets out the Local Government Fund Allocations per head of population for the years 2010 to 2013 using the 2011 Census of Population figures:
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The fund has been reduced considerably over the years 2010 to 2013.  In 2010 the allocation for Dun Laoghaire Rathdown and Dublin City were the same per head of population (€168), in 2013 Dun Laoghaire Rathdown has the highest allocation per head of population.

The following chart shows the percentage by which each local authority’s fund has been reduced over the period from 2010 to 2013:
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Q12/0113
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager to give an update on what works it funds through the Essential Repairs for Older People Scheme and does the Council’s Scheme cover central heating systems repair/upgrading & window replacement?


REPLY:
The Scheme of Housing Aid for Older People is available to assist older people (i.e.  improvements carried out to their houses in order that they can continue to live there.

The scheme is means tested and is not designed to fund improvements to houses themselves but rather to enable the older person to continue to live in the house for their lives. South Dublin County Council has focused on providing grants for re-wiring and re-roofing type works under this scheme. Works such as window replacement and heating repairs can be considered but only if essential to enable the applicant to continue to live in the house and therefore each application will be considered on a case by case basis. 

The Scheme is 80% funded by the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government and 20% from the Council’s Internal Capital Resources and the Council approved 46 applications under the Housing Aid for Older People Scheme in 2012, in the sum of €195,293. 

While the Council will examine any application for works under the Scheme on its own merits, regard must be had to the limited resources available to the Council, and cognizance must be taken of the level of grant award available (maximum €10,500 and tapering to €3,150) which may not cover works of a substantive nature.

This is a link to the conditions attaching to the Scheme of Housing Aid for Older People:

http://www.sdcc.ie/sites/default/files/form/grants-application-form-hop1.doc
Q13/0113
THE GATHERING

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager for a Report on the Council's plans to participate in the Gathering 2013?
REPLY:
South Dublin County Tourism Ltd. (SDCT) in partnership with South Dublin County Council and others proposes to host a number of international tournaments (up to 25) as part of The Gathering 2013 featuring different sports, culture and art genres and focusing primarily on several of the most important tourism markets - the USA, UK, Canada and Europe. The underpinning idea is that we make the optimum use of the facilities that we have available to us in the County - particularly Tallaght Stadium, the National Basketball Arena, and Corkagh Park, where there is one of the very few Baseball Diamonds in Ireland.

It is proposed to stage both international Soccer and American Football tournaments in Tallaght Stadium, which of course has catered for both sports on many occasions already. The National Basketball Arena will be used to host a number of international Basketball tournaments. There are also both Bridge and Poker competitions scheduled to take place in the City West hotel. 

All of these events are planned to be free of charge for spectators and are expected to attract very significant numbers of visitors from abroad. These visitors will have a great economic impact on many of the businesses in the area, in the catering and hospitality sector in particular. This will help to stabilise jobs and businesses and may possibly create more jobs of a temporary nature. It is estimated that 30,000 additional visitors will visit the county in 2013 and attract in excess of €50 million into the local economy of South Dublin County.

SDCT and SDCC are working very closely together on this project and have linked up directly with the various National Governing Bodies of the various sports to ensure the successful hosting of these tournaments. 

An Taoiseach Enda Kenny launched a €2million IPB Gathering Ireland Fund on 25th October 2012.  The fund, a 50:50 partnership between IPB Insurance and The Gathering Ireland 2013 is in response to the rapidly growing number of gatherings being planned across the country for 2013. The fund will be administered by local authorities across the State to support events and gatherings that have the capacity to attract overseas visitors.

IPB Insurance has allocated €1 million of the fund to support local flagship events and activities in every city and county. The fund will be distributed across city and county councils and will range from €25,000 and €60,000 to support up to three flagship events in each council area subject to approval based on application criteria.  In parallel, The Gathering Ireland 2013 has allocated a further €1 million to the fund to target other local and community events in each county. Grant amounts from €500- €2,500 will be made available to these events following approval through a short application process. 

The Gathering Local Community Fund 

The key objective of this Fund is to provide support to local and community Gathering event organisers and activities / projects which will drive international visitors to each County / City in the country. The funds will be provided by Fáilte Ireland but will be administered by each local authority for its own area.

The funding available ranges from a minimum of €500 to a maximum of €2,500 per project. The funding issued is directly linked to the number of Overseas Visitors attracted to the event. Following evaluation of applications received there were 7 no. successful applications.

IPB Gathering Fund (Flagship Projects) 
The key objective of this fund is to provide support for up to 3 significant Gathering events/activities in each of the 34 city and county local authority areas

A number of Flagship Project applications have been received and processed and recommendations made following a rigorous assessment process which applied criteria set out by The Gathering Ireland and IPB the sponsors. To be eligible for funding, a Flagship proposal must demonstrate a capacity to deliver a specified number of overseas visitors. It would be expected that applicants would deliver a minimum of 200 incremental overseas visitors per €10,000 grant awarded. The Flagship event must also "contribute significantly to the County's calendar of Gathering events in relation to attracting overseas visitors and complement the national Gathering Ireland 2013 programme". 

www.thegatheringdublin.com for news and information on South Dublin County. 

www.thegatheringireland.com for news and information nationally.
H6/0113
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS 
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H7/0113
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H8/0113
PART 8 REPORT ON UPGRADE OF WASTE WATER PUMPING STATION AT QUARRYVALE 

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The attached report was considered at the Lucan Area Committee Meeting on Tuesday 18th December 2012.

Following consideration of the report it was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy and AGREED to recommend to the full Council that the proposed upgrade as advertised be implemented.

It is now proposed to proceed with the upgrade of the Quarryvale waste water pumping station as advertised.

MEETING OF LUCAN AREA COMMITTEE 
Tuesday, December 18, 2012

HEADED ITEM NO. 5

Introduction
Part 8 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations 2001-2007 outlines the requirements with respect to certain classes of Local Authority developments. These regulations apply to the proposed upgrade of the existing waste water pumping station at Quarryvale, as described below:

·        Construction of an new concrete plinth to facilitate the installation of a new Odour Control Unit on the west side of the pump station,

·        Replacement of 2 foul pumps within the pump house,

·        Widening of the current entrance and erection of a steel perimeter fence and access gates,

·        Installation of a skid mounted standby generator on the east side of the pump station.

·        Painting, of the pump house interior.  

The purpose of the proposed scheme is to provide improved access and egress for maintenance purposes, improved security of the site, reduce the level of odour emitted from the pump house and to provide for a new back-up electrical generator in the event of mains electrical failure. The back-up generator will replace / negate the need for the use of a by pass pump during mains electrical failure. 

Consultation Process:
The Proposal for this scheme was advertised in accordance with the requirements of Part 8 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations 2001-2007 on 26th February in the Irish Independent. Plans and particulars of the proposed scheme were on display and available for inspection or purchase in the offices of South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght Dublin 24; South Dublin County Council, Civic Offices, Clondalkin, Dublin 22, Lucan Library, Superquinn Shopping Centre, Newcastle Road, Lucan and in the John Jennings Library, Stewarts Hospital, Palmerstown from Monday 1st October 2012 until Monday 29th October 2012. Submissions and observations with respect to this matter, dealing with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development would be situated were to be sent to SEO, Water Services Department, South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24. The closing date for receipt of written submissions / observations was 4:30pm on Monday 12th November 2012.
A presentation pertaining to the particulars of the proposed development was also made to the Lucan Area Committee Meeting on 25th September 2012. 

As the Quarryvale Pumping Station is located adjacent to a number of residential dwellings on the old Lucan Road, a letter was sent to each resident informing them of the proposed works and inviting submissions on same prior to the closing date (which is 12th November 2012).   
List of persons or bodies who made submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development:  
3 Observation(s) / Submission(s) were received as follows: 

· Mr. Pádraig Mac Oitir, South Dublin Conservation Society, P.O. Box 10998, Tallaght, Dublin 24.  

· Ms. Ailish Mansfield & Mr. Eugene Foley, “Condega”, Old Lucan Road, Palmerstown, Dublin 20.  

· Ms. Una Ryan, “Sunnyside”, Old Lucan Road, Dublin 20.
 

Summary of issues raised: 
Observation 1: South Dublin Conservation Society, P.O. Box 10998, Tallaght, Dublin 24 

Existing Quarryvale Pumping Station Building is “very shabby and unsightly in appearance.      

Response:  The Council plan to improve the façade of the building by planting creepers to grow on the walls, this will have the added benefit of preventing graffiti and should in time greatly improve the appearance of the building. 

Observation 2: Ms. Ailish Mansfield & Mr. Eugene Foley, “Condega”, Old Lucan Road, Palmerstown, Dublin 20. 

Query regarding the proposed palisade fencing outside the existing site perimeter.   
Response:  The Council will provide the best quality of fencing possible and will ensure that it will blend in with the surrounding area and be unobtrusive. 

Observation 3: Ms. Una Ryan, “Sunnyside”, Old Lucan Road, Dublin 20. 

Query regarding her proximity to mains drainage infrastructure but she remains  on septic tank. 

Response: With regard to the Part 8, all the proposed works are confined to within the existing site and do not impinge on the Old Lucan Road and lands on either side of it. A letter of response to Ms. Ryan’s particular query submitted under the Part 8 Public Consultation process has issued directly to her. 

Recommendation:  

This report is submitted in compliance with the recommendations of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 and Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2007. The various works proposed under the Quarryvale Drainage Pumping Station upgrade are in accordance with the 2010 – 2016 County Development Plan and with the proper Planning and Development of the area. 

It is proposed that this scheme will be funded by 80% levies & 20% Water Pricing.

It is proposed to proceed with the Scheme as advertised. 

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the County Council for decision.”
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor C. Jones        and RESOLVED:

“That, as the scheme is in compliance with the recommendations of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 and Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2007, and as the various works proposed under the Quarryvale Drainage Pumping Station upgrade are in accordance with the 2010 – 2016 County Development Plan and with the proper Planning and Development of the area, the council proceed with the Scheme as advertised.”
H9/0113
DRAFT DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTION SCHEME 2013 - 2015 
Prior to the Manager presenting the report the Mayor thanked him and all the staff involved in this process for all the information meetings and time given to the Members in order for significant discussion to take place.  Councillor W. Lavelle seconded these comments and thanked management, staff and the SPC for all their endeavours.

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“S48 (8) of the Planning and Development Acts 2000-2011 (as amended) states

“(a) Following the consideration of the manager's report, and having had regard to any recommendations made by the Minister, the planning authority shall make the scheme, unless it decides, by resolution, to vary or modify the scheme, otherwise than as recommended in the manager's report, or otherwise decides not to make the scheme.”
“(b) A resolution under paragraph (a) must be passed not later than 6 weeks after receipt of the manager's report.”
The Manager’s report on submissions which was issued on 17th December 2012 recommended one amendment to the Scheme, namely that Note 1 to Section 9 – Level of Contribution - be altered to read as follows:

Note 1: These rates of contribution shall be effective from15th January 2013 until 31st December 2014 for all permissions granted from and including January 15th 2013 to 31st December 2014 inclusive, within the administrative area of South Dublin County Council, irrespective of when the planning application was submitted. Indexation in accordance with the Tender Price Index may be applied, to be effective from 1st January 2015 for permissions granted after this date, having regard to the prevailing economic circumstances, subject to the approval of the Council. 
It is therefore recommended that the Council resolves to make the South Dublin County Council Development Contributions Scheme 2013-2015, as published on 10th October 2012 subject to the aforementioned amendment.2”
Link to Consultants’ Report”
Manager’s report on submissions 

Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Land Use, Economic and Transport Planning spoke to Members highlighting the main issues raised in the report and recommending that the Members accept the Scheme 2013 - 2015 in its draft form.  Mr. Nevin also reiterated that should the Scheme be approved at the meeting the commencement date for change of contribution rates would be from 15th January 2013 irrespective of when the application was submitted and not retrospectively to 1st January 2013.  

 The Draft Development Contribution Scheme was AGREED.
H10/0113
LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA BOUNDARY COMMITTEE INVITATION FOR SUBMISSIONS IN RELATION TO ESTABLISHMENT OF A COMMITTEE TO REVIEW LOCAL ELECTORAL AREAS

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The Action Programme for Effective Local Government, Putting People First, was published in October 2012 and sets out the Government’s vision for change for the sector.  The Action Programme and related documents are available on the Department’s website at www.environ.ie . 

Chapter 6 of the Action Programme (see attachment) sets out the plans for Local Government arrangements within counties.  It is envisaged that new Municipal Districts will be formed with a clear segregation of powers between the Municipal Districts and the County Council as set out in the Action Programme.  The Programme notes that special arrangements will be required in Dublin. 

A statutory Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee has been established to review and make recommendations on boundaries in the context of the Action Programme. This Boundary Committee has issued an invitation for submissions and has also established a website at www.boundarycommittee.ie . 

The review of local Electoral areas is being undertaken in prospect of the local elections to be held in 2014, having regard to the results of Census 2011 and notes that the task of the Committee is to review and make recommendations on the division of Council areas into local electoral areas and to make recommendations on the number of members of each Council to be assigned to each local electoral area. The Committee’s report will be considered by the Minister as the basis for the revision of the local electoral areas under his statutory powers.

 OUTLINE OF CENSUS 2011 DATA
For the assistance of Members the Census data from 2011 show that South Dublin has a population of 265,205.  This is broken down into Local Electoral Areas as follows :-

             Clondalkin                                56,338

             Lucan                                      54,101

             Rathfarnham                            39,311

             Tallaght Central                        60,450

             Tallaght South                          55,005

REGISTER OF ELECTORS DATA
By way of supplementary data the Draft Register of Electors 2013/14 was published on 1st November 2012 with 185,069 electors registered to vote, representing 69.78% of the population of the County.  The Register will come into force on 15th February 2013.  The number of electors for each of the five Local Electoral Areas (with comparative data for 2012 /13 also shown) is as follows:-

	 
	Register of Electors 2012/13
	Draft Register of Electors 2013/14

	Clondalkin
	37,105
	37,428

	Lucan
	32,611
	32,889

	Rathfarnham
	32,672
	32,717

	Tallaght Central
	44,967
	45,034

	Tallaght South
	36,831
	37,001

	Total
	184,186
	185,069


MAKING OF SUBMISSIONS
The Boundary Committee has indicated that the deadline for receipt of submissions by it (to be forwarded to the Secretary of the Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee) is Friday the 25th January at 5pm.  

A copy of the Boundary Committee’s invitation and their terms of reference along with the relevant sections of Chapter 6 of Putting People First, An Action Programme for Effective Local Government are attached to this report.”
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The Mayor, Councillor C. King, informed the meeting that this item was also being discussed at the Fingal and Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council meetings this evening.

Councillors C. King, E. Tuffy, D. Looney, J. Lahart, C. Jones, W. Lavelle, J. Hannon, M. Devine and C. Bond all contributed to the discussion surrounding this review of local areas.  The main areas of concern to Members were as follows:

· Municipal District – Members felt the establishment of such districts would not be progressive in particular when dealing with budgetary matters;
· Impossibility of deciding on boundaries until areas have been agreed on; 

· Need to name the local electoral areas so they are representative of the population as a whole, e.g. some areas such as Dublin 6W and areas of Terenure are in Tallaght South and residents feel totally disconnected from the Tallaght area;
· Need to align the local electoral areas with the relevant constituency boundaries as these can be very confusing for electors;
· Problems that may be encountered with the increase of the Members representing South Dublin from 26 to 40 – accommodation, administration etc;
· Threat that any submission made by South Dublin would not be taken into consideration;
· Issue of Tallaght being the county town;
· Need for further and more detailed debate on the matter. 

During the debate a number of Members stated that they would be making submissions on an individual basis and the question of whether the council would be making a joint submission was also discussed.
The report was NOTED.
CORRESPONDENCE FOR NOTING 
Ministerial 

Co1/0113
Letter, dated 10th December 2012, from Minister for Justice regarding SDCC's Amended motion in relation to prostitution.  (M3/1112)
Co2/0113  
Letter, dated 12th December 2012, from Minister for the Environment regarding SDCC's motion passed in relation to Reduction in Local Government Fund Grant. (M1/1112)

Other
Co3/0113
Email, dated 13th December 2012, from Dundalk Town Council regarding their motion passed in relation to price differential between Road & Marked Diesel.

Co4/0113
Letter, dated 10th December 2012, from Donegal County Council regarding their motion passed in relation to Cost of Registering Ponies, Horses & Donkeys.
Co5/0113
Letter, dated 4th December 2012, from Down District Council regarding Future of Paediatric Cardiac Services in Northern Ireland, with copy of their letter dated 3/12/12 to Mr. Edwin Poots MLA, Minister for Health for N.I., attached.
Co6/0113
Letter, dated 10th December 2012, from Galway City Council regarding their motion passed in relation to Property Tax.

Co7/0113
Email, dated 12th December 2012, from North Tipperary Co. Council regarding their motion passed in relation to the designation of lands as Special Protection Areas or Special Areas of Conservation where they are likely to have a negative impact on the value and use of agricultural lands.
Co8/0113
Letter, dated 17th December 2012, from Waterford City Council regarding Proposed Amalgamation of Waterford City & County Councils.

Co9/0113
Letter, dated 17th December 2012, by email from Clones Town Council regarding their motion passed in relation to the employment of Polling Station Staff.
Co10/0113
Letter, dated 31st December 2012, from Laois County Council regarding letter received from Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee.
MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
M1/0113
ALCOHOL ADVERTISING 

 It was proposed by Councillor E. Walsh, seconded by Councillor T.  Ridge:

“Ag féachaint ar thairiscint a ritheadh i nDeireadh Fómhair i mbliana maidir le hurraíocht ó thionscal na ndeochanna alcóil do chúrsaí spóirt, go ndéanfaidh an Chomhairle seo cosc a chur i bhfeidhm ar fhograíocht alcóil ar áitribh na Comhairle sa mhéid is féidir nuair a n-imreoidh daoine faoi aois orthu.

Having regard to the motion passed in October this year having regard to sponsorship from the drinks industry for sport, that this Council shall impose a ban on alcohol advertising on Council premises as far as possible where under-age persons are present.”

REPORT:
“Glacadh leis an rún seo leanas ag cruinniú mí Deireadh Fómhair den Chomhairle:

‘Go dtacaíonn an Chomhairle seo leis an mbeartas deireadh a chur leis an urraíocht ó thionscal na ndeochanna alcóil do chúrsaí spóirt, de réir a chéile, ag féachaint ar an díobháil a dhéantar dár sochaí agus dár dtimpeallacht de bharr mhí-úsáíd alcóil.’  

I gcomhair le tearmaí an rún i mí Deireadh Fómhair, is feidir an rogha deireadh a chur le fógraíocht alcóil i foirgneamh an Chomhairle, nuair atá daoine óga i lathair a scrúdú ach nil fógraíocht alcóil i foirgneamh an Chomhairle faoi lathair.

Má comhaontaítear an Rún atá ann faoi láthair, beidh aird ar théarmaí an Rún in aon tograí amach anseo lena n-áirítear fógraíocht.

The following motion was agreed at the October 2012 meeting of the Council:

‘That this Council supports the gradual ending of sponsorship of sport from the alcohol drinks industry having regard to the damage that is done to our society and environment because of the abuse of alcohol.’
In line with the terms of the October 2012 motion, the option of imposing a ban on alcohol advertising on Council premises when under-age persons are present could be examined, however at present there is no alcohol advertising in any Council owned facility in the County. 

If the current Motion is agreed, regard will be had to the terms of the Motion in any future proposals which include advertising.” 

Councillor E. Walsh opened a lengthy debate on the motion referring to previous motion which had been passed in October 2011 on this issue.  He quoted statistics in relation to cost to employers through absenteeism, health care costs and amounts of money being spent by teenagers every week on alcohol.  He also referred to the lengths to which alcohol producing companies go to market their products particularly targeting teenagers.  He felt that as one of the largest local authorities in the country, South Dublin County Council should be promoting itself under the Alcohol and Substance Abuse Programme, as do many organisations such as the GAA where there are no bar facilities where presentations etc are taking place.  The Member recognised that the loss of revenue to the council was a concern but felt that a move to ban all alcohol advertising by the council would be for the common good. 

Councillor C. Brophy stated that he would be opposing the motion for reasons outlined at the time the original motion was tabled in October 2012.  Councillor Brophy expressed the opinion that the council must be careful when devising a strategy such as this that it must be meaningful and on a national basis to warrant such support.  The Member felt that an action such as this would be detrimental for the county as the Tallaght Stadium needed the support of such companies as Heineken and Guinness if it were to be in a position to host high profile events such as Heineken Cup rugby games.  The Member also felt that the banning of alcohol advertising would have little or no impact on the problem of underage or binge drinking among teenagers in the county.

Councillor M. McDonagh also stated that he could not support the motion as many of the clubs supporting children engaged in soccer in his area would be unable to continue without the support given by some of the small off-licences.

Councillor J. Lahart felt that it was a modest proposal, the principle was important and the debate needed to be had.  Councillor Lahart understood the opposition to the motion but also acknowledged the serious issues in our country surrounding under-age and binge drinking.  The Member also noted the Manager’s response that if the motion was agreed that the sentiment of the motion would be taken on board.  He felt that the Manager was trying to heed the spirit of the motion without having managements hands tied.

Councillor M. Duff spoke on the changes to the National Drugs Task Force  which now has a new focus which combines drugs and alcohol misuse, acknowledging the problems being encountered by a large number of our communities relating to alcohol.  This task force were compiling a report and Councillor Duff felt it would be prudent to await this report before proceeding with this motion.  The Member felt that in many cases the individuals involved in under-age and binge drinking had little involvement with sport and felt the move would have little impact.
Councillor C. Jones stated that she would be supporting the motion.  The Member respected both sides of the argument but felt as a council we should stand up and do the right thing.  Councillor Jones was of the opinion that if South Dublin County Council took this initiative other councils would soon follow.

Councillor T. Ridge also supported the motion and spoke of the appalling abuse of alcohol, in some cases, by very young children.  Councillor Ridge felt that the council should support this motion and applauded Councillor Walsh for trying to pilot the idea.

Councillor G. O’Connell also gave his support to this modest but worthwhile motion and felt the government should ban alcohol advertising outright.  The Member was aware of the income being a consideration but the damage being done to young people must be acknowledged.

Councillor B. Bonner also pledged her support.  She stated that alcohol was the most widely used drug in the country and it affects every family.  The Member felt duty bound to support this motion and felt it was immoral to have alcohol linked with sport.

Councillor T. Gilligan thanked Councillor Walsh for the motion and stressed that he was aware of both sides of the argument.  The Member suggested that the Alcohol and Drugs Task Force be contacted for their input on the matter.

Councillor J. Hannon also stated that he was aware of both sides of the argument but felt that the motion was a step in right direction.  Councillor Hannon requested that the Manager come back to the Council with a report on the possible loss of income in relation to the Stadium should the motion be passed.

Councillor M. Corr agreed to some extent with the motion but understood the Council’s commercial position.  Councillor Corr felt that there may be a chance to compromise if we could explore the possibility of equal prominence for drink awareness advertising where alcohol is being advertised.  

Councillor E. Tuffy started that he would be supporting the Motion.  On balance all the arguments put forward were valid but felt this was a modest proposal and agreed that this type of advertising was no doubt targeted at the young.

Councillor P. Kearns also felt an instinct to support the Motion but was aware of the commercial implications and felt the best option would be to explore Councillor Corr’s proposal. 

The Mayor, Councillor C. King, while stating his concern and involvement with a number of organisations dedicated to tackling drink and drug addiction, was also very aware of the implications for the council should it not be in a position to host very high profile events, which had obvious advantages to the county, because they were being funded by the drinks industry and companies such as Heineken or Guinness.  He also highlighted the need for parental responsibility on this issue.  The Mayor also felt Councillor Corr had a valid point and felt this should be investigated.

Councillor C. Brophy then requested the Manager to explain the legal implications for the council should this ban be implemented.

The County Manager, Ms  P. Poole stated that she would get a full legal report from the Law Agent but from her own sense felt that this ban was not legally possible insofar as the current contract for the Stadium stood with the Council. The Manager indicated that she would have regard to the report on the motion should the motion be passed.

Councillor E. Walsh responded to the Members arguments and stated that he was conscious of the fact that the council were in contract arrangements with Tallaght Stadium and the issue of funding reliance and difficulties surrounding loss of sponsorship.  Councillor Walsh stated that a restriction on advertising was all he was looking for under this motion.

A vote was taken by a show of hands and the result was as follows:
FOR:

12 (TWELVE)
AGAINST:     11 (ELEVEN)
The Motion was PASSED. 
M2/0113
PROBATIONARY TENANCY

 It was proposed by Councillor M. Devine, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:

“That this Council welcomes the Government's stated intention to put in place a probationary period for new Tenants.”

REPORT:
“The Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government have not signalled their specific intention of making provision for such tenancies at this time.  However it is possible that they may be included in new allocation regulations which are anticipated to be published later this year. 

National housing policy is set out in the housing policy statement that was launched in June 2011.  This document outlines a vision for the future of the housing sector in Ireland ‘based on choice, fairness, equity across tenures and on delivering quality outcomes for the resources invested’.

The overall strategic objective will be to enable all households access good quality housing appropriate to household circumstances and in their particular community of choice. 

A summary of measures outlined in the document are:

· more equitable treatment of housing tenure 

· maximising the delivery of social housing supports within the resources available 

· transfer of responsibility for long term recipients of rent supplement to local authorities 

· new mechanisms for the delivery of permanent social housing 

· the standing down of all affordable housing schemes 

· formal review of Part V 

· publication of Housing Strategy for People with Disabilities 

· delivery of housing supports for households with special needs 

· creating an enabling regulatory framework to support the increasingly prominent role of the voluntary and cooperative sector in housing delivery and 

· the implementation of measures to tackle anti-social behavior across all housing tenures

The link to the Housing Policy Statement is as follows:

http://www.environ.ie/en/DevelopmentHousing/Housing/HousingPolicy/”
Councillor M. Devine queried if the Council was in possession of any information in relation to this proposed legislation.

Director of Housing, Social & Community Affairs, Mr. B. Coman, stated that the council were aware of the proposed legislation as part of a new scheme but the Department had not as yet signalled any timelines or changes to current arrangements.  The Manager undertook to keep Members informed of any further developments.

Councillor Devine requested the council write to the Department but Mr Coman stated that this was not requested in the motion but did undertake to keep the Housing SPC updated at all times on any proposed changes.

 The motion was AGREED.
M3/0113
ACTION PLAN ON JOBS

It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn:
“That this Council welcomes the proposal announced by Government as part of Budget 2013 to create 3,000 places in a new Local Authority Social Employment Scheme; and requests the Manager to outline the options being considered by this council to avail of these social employment scheme places, in particular with respect to ongoing efforts to enhance our public realm.”

REPORT:
“The Action Plan for Jobs sets out the Governments enhanced labour market activation strategy which sets out to maximise the number of positions that can be filled by those who are currently unemployed.  The scheme recognises the limited public resources at our disposal but notes that activation measures are targeted at those groups who are most at risk of long-term unemployment  as well as those who would benefit most from interventions. 

The scheme recognises that the pathway back to work will vary for individuals depending on their skills set and qualifications, on developments in the economy and on the extent to which people remain attached to the labour market through activation, education and training as appropriate.

This Council plays a key role in a wide range of activities which result in a job dividend for the County. The Council is committed to the delivery of a host of projects which aim to benefit local businesses and communities in the County. The marketing of our county as a great place to develop a businesses, combined with the significant level of capital investment in the arts, tourism, sports, recreation, community facilities and transport infrastructure has a very positive impact on employment supports and economic recovery.

Activities supporting enterprise include:

· The Business Development and Sustainability Project which was delivered in conjunction with South Dublin Chamber 

· Support for enterprise agencies and business networking events 

· Provision of enterprise infrastructure such as serviced sites and planning support 

· Provision of new arts / concert venues, sporting facilities and tourism products, relating to a broad range of recreation and amenity facilities 

· The Connect with Energy Initiative which promotes the growth of the green economy and aims to improve business competitiveness by advising businesses on how to reduce energy costs in the workplace.

Last year also saw the development of an Economic Strategy for the Council. This strategy is geared towards maintaining the county's position as an economic driver within the wider region and as a destination for indigenous business and direct foreign investment. It highlights the County's character areas where economic development can be nurtured and firmly positions the protection of existing jobs and the creation of new jobs as a key priority of the Council.

In response to previous initiatives, the Council  is commencing the Local Training Initiative (LTI) for young travellers which will involve the temporary employment of a Coordinator and Assistant Coordinator to run the programme and the placement of 20 participants for 9 months.

Further Jobbridge posts are also being pursued in the following areas:

·        Online Community Assistant & Web Editor: joint project undertaken by Arts Office with partners Dublin City Council, the National Youth Council and Temple Bar Cultural Trust in relation to a new initiative YAM. (Your Arts Map) 1 post for 9 months.

·        Project Assistant: supporting a new cultural diversity initiative promoting the practice of artists of immigrant and culturally diverse backgrounds and building diverse audiences, supported by SDCC, Dublin City Council and the New Communities Partnership 1 post for 9 months.

·        Development & Energy Management Officer: determine the level of Energy usage of SDCC and to further map this energy usage to determine the carbon baseline for the County 2 posts for 9 mths each.

Total of additional 26 posts for 9 months.

The Council also looks forward to the introduction of the Local Enterprise Office( LEO) Initiative in the current year (2013).The Council's existing Economic Development unit will continue their valuable contribution and the Council continues to host the County Enterprise Board in County Hall. However the LEO will preside over the expansion of this service as it will integrate the working of both offices and lead to a stronger and more streamlined service to business in the County. 

In Budget 2013 the Government announced that it was providing an additional €11 million in 2013 and €26 million in a full year, to allow the Department of Social Protection to increase by 10,000 the number of placements available across the labour market activation schemes offered by the Department. They confirmed that these measures will improve employability and work readiness outcomes for participants by giving them opportunities to put their work skills into practice and learn new ones. 

The Minister for Social Protection confirmed that these include 2,500 Jobbridge places, 2,500 places on the Tús scheme, an additional 2,000 community employment scheme places, as well as 3,000 places in local authority social employment schemes. The Minister indicated that the positions with local authorities are expected to focus on construction and engineering type positions. It is understood that discussions are ongoing between the various Government Departments on the details of the initiative announced in the Budget and the Council awaits the publication of the details.”
Councillor W. Lavelle thanked management for their support in recent years on this issue and their engagement with the long term unemployed.  He wished to confirm that these schemes were not intended to remove council staff from certain duties or to avail of cheap labour but to engage with the unemployed on additional and worthwhile projects.

The County Manager, Ms P. Poole, stated that any new places on these schemes would be beneficial to the public realm and discussion on how they would be implemented would happen with the engagement of the unions and a CCMA Sub- Group, of which the Manager was Chair.  She stated that many of the details needed to be ironed out but the experience overall on previous schemes of this nature had been beneficial both in works carried out and training received.  The council would participate to ensure the experience would be meaningful for all and that test areas may need to be introduced prior to moving into mainstream.

The Motion was AGREED.
M4/0113
CONSTITUTIONAL WORKING GROUP

It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor M. Devine:

“That South Dublin County Council requests that the County Manager write to An Taoiseach expressing support in general for the work of the recently convened Government Constitutional Working Group and welcomes the Taoiseach’s commitment to put a number of questions by way of a referendum to the Irish People later this year, and given that this is the European Year of the Citizen,  this Council requests that An Taoiseach provide the lead for other EU Countries and include the following (or similar) amendment(s) to the relevant article(s) of the Constitution:
Following each general election the Taoiseach and Cabinet selected by the elected members of the Dáil will, within five weeks of being elected -
a)   Prepare a Five Year Plan to be called The Programme for Government, or “Programme” and after it has been ratified by the Dáil will be put to the people by way of a preferendum in accordance with procedures.
b)  The Government will act in a caretaker capacity until the result of the preferendum is confirmed. 

c)  On acceptance of the “Programme” by a minimum of three-fifths of those eligible and voting on the preferendum the Government is considered confirmed by the electorate and it implements the “Programme”
d)   If the “Programme” is rejected there shall be a general election, if elements of the programme, not exceeding 30% of the total, are rejected by the people the Government shall revise those elements and put them back out for a further preferendum at which point a simple majority in favour will suffice.
  

e)   When the “Programme” is accepted by the people, the Government shall faithfully implement it and should it find that any part of the “Programme” is impossible to implement, it shall prepare an alternative strategy and place it before the people for ratification where a simple majority will suffice.
f)  Where the Government deviates from the “programme”  the President, having consulted the Council of State, shall either (a) direct An Taoiseach to rectify the situation within 21 days, or, (b) dissolve the Dáil and a general election shall follow.
g)  Where the Government, on reaching the mid-term of its mandate, calculates that it cannot achieve 90% of the agreed “Programme”, shall carry out a review and put an amended “Programme”, once approved by the Dáil, to a preferendum where a simple majority in favour will suffice.  If the revised “Programme” is rejected by the people a general election shall take place.
If the motion is passed, the Manager is requested to copy it to all City and County Councils and to the Constitutional Working Group.”

REPORT:
“Should the motion be passed a letter will be issued to An Taoiseach expressing support in general for the work of the Government Constitutional Working Group and outlining the proposed amendments to the constitution as contained in the motion.  This letter will also be circulated to all City and County Councils and to the Constitutional Working Group.”
Councillor G. O’Connell opened the debate by making reference to the work of the recently convened Government Constitutional Working Group and  stating that the way government was currently functioning was a concern to all citizens.  He expressed his own many concerns in relation to government responsibility, election promises and the need for a five-year plan to be introduced and approved by referendum following the election of new governments.

A full debate followed with contributions from Councillors C. Brophy, P. Cosgrave, D. Looney, E. Tuffy, M. Devine, J. Lahart, W. Lavelle, T. Gilligan, C. Jones and Councillor C. King.

All Members stated their respect for Councillor O’Connell’s integrity and unfaltering record as a local representative and the debate was welcomed to some degree.  Some Members were aware of the need to redress the balance where it felt previous governments had broken many of their promises.  However, with the exception of Councillors M. Devine and J. Lahart all other speakers felt they could not support this motion and the following points were highlighted:

· The motion was anti-democratic and at its core was the belief that all governments do not actually do what they are elected to do;
· The proposal would cause gridlock to any government and severely hamper the democratic process by making it unwieldy. 

Councillor M. Devine and Councillor J. Lahart who gave their support for the motion felt that Councillor O’Connell was acting out of frustration with previous governments and had no other forum but the chamber to present his views.

Councillor G. O’Connell thanked all the Members for their contributions and stated that it was possible to make change and have a government that is more democratic and felt the current situation is unbalanced.

A vote was taken by a show of hands and the result was as follows:

FOR:

 5 (FIVE)
AGAINST:
12 (TWELVE)
ABSTAIN: 
 1 (ONE)
The Motion was LOST.
M5/0113
CLIMATE CHANGE 

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor C. King:

“That South Dublin County Council welcomes the publication by the Government of the Climate Change Adaptation Framework, notes the emphasis in the Framework on the role and obligations of Local Authorities in regard to policies and measures to develop Climate Change Adaptation Strategies, and requests the Manager to make a Report on the Council's response to the Adaptation Framework, including how she intends to include the Framework in the review of the County Development Plan, and the review of the Council's Climate Change policy.”

REPORT:
“In 2009 the European Commission prepared a White Paper on Adaptation to Climate Change.  The Commission is currently preparing an EU Adaptation Strategy for publication in 2013.  EU policy on climate change adaptation guides Irish policy and the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government has now published the National Climate Change Adaptation Framework.  This is intended to provide the policy context for a strategic national response to the challenge of climate change.  The Framework requires the preparation of draft local and sectoral plans in consultation with stakeholders.  The over-arching objective of these plans is to identify and implement changes necessary to address the many impacts of climate change in order to protect people and jobs, increase resilience and ensure transition to a competitive, low-carbon future. 

The first phase of this strategy is already focused on identifying national vulnerability to climate change evaluating likely impacts against current adaptive capacity. The Environmental Protection Agency is the focus of the preparation of data and evidence bases necessary to enable this work.  In the second phase, sectoral plans will be consulted and prepared by the relevant Government Departments and Agencies and these will be published in draft by mid-2014 at the latest.  Spatial planning processes will be the arena for integrating and implementing climate change objectives.  Local development planning will become the mechanism for delivering local climate-adaptation actions.  This will involve adaptation reviews of existing Development Plans being underway by mid 2014.  The Department of Environment and the EPA have committed to the preparation of guidelines for integrating adaptation strategies into Development Plans and Strategic Environmental Assessment to facilitate these reviews.  Adaptation plans will identify criteria for review, as well as timescales, mechanisms and staff available.

The preparation of the next South Dublin Development Plan will commence in early 2014.  The new Departmental Guidelines will be in position by then and the adaptation strategies will be fed into the process of the new Development Plan in line with the government timetable set out above.”
Councillor E. Tuffy complimented the minister and the government for this recent publication and noted the importance now of adaptation.  He highlighted the role of the local authorities in this and requested the Manager to look at and review the council’s existing Climate Change Strategy based on this report.  Councillor Tuffy thanked the Manager and the Environment SPC for all their efforts on this subject.
Director of Land Use, Economic & Transport Planning Department, Mr. F. Nevin informed the meeting that the Council’s current Plan will be discussed with the Environment SPC over the coming year, will be reviewed and will be presented for adoption in 2016.

 The Motion was AGREED.
M6/0113
SPUNOUT

It was proposed by Councillor M. Devine, seconded by Councillor J.  Lahart:

“That this Council extends an invite to "SPUNOUT" requesting that they make a presentation about their organisation to the members in an agreed format / setting.”

REPORT:
“SpunOut is an independent; youth led national charity working to empower young people between the ages of 16 and 25 to create personal and social change. Through their website, SpunOut provides an interactive online community for young people to consume health and lifestyle information and find out about health and advice services available to them in their area, online or over the phone. SpunOut.ie also acts as an online space for young people to share their views and opinions by writing articles for the site or by commenting on pieces written by other young people. SpunOut.ie has reached over 386,000 unique Irish users online since its launch, millions more through the media and has won numerous awards including a Golden Spider Award and a Net Visionary Award.

SpunOut also runs a number of offline events including an annual Academy, which provides free practical 'tools for change' training, a 'SpunOut Super Heroes' mini grants scheme, and the 'SpunOut Youth Summit'. These events are an opportunity for young people to come together, get informed, inspired and organised.

Should the motion be agreed, an invitation will issue to "SPUNOUT" requesting that a presentation be made to the Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education and Libraries Strategic Policy Committee about their organisation.”
Councillor M. Devine referred to the reported recent tragedies of suicide among young people in relation to bullying and the stresses upon the young and their ability to cope with life.  “SpunOut” is a relatively new group sponsored by the HSE which Councillor Devine felt fills a much needed gap.  The Member requested that they be asked to come to South Dublin to talk to Members and perhaps this invitation could also extend to the staff of the organisation.

Councillors C. King, J. Lahart, G. O’Connell and P. Cosgrave all wished to be associated with the comments and a suggestion was put forward by Councillor G.  O’Connell that a joint session could be arranged to include Comhairle Na nOg.

 The Motion was AGREED.
 M7/0113 
COMMUTING 

It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor E.  Coburn:

“That this Council notes the recent CSO report “Census 2011: Profile 10 Door to Door – Commuting in Ireland” and requests the Manager to prepare an assessment, based on the data contained in this CSO report, on commuter patterns in our county including reliance on various modes of transport and how this has changed over recent years with reference to similar and relevant data from previous censuses or other sources; and to identify any key conclusions emerging from this assessment, for discussion with the elected members.”
REPORT:
“The 2011 Census indicates that the population of South Dublin County continues to increase and had grown by 6.9% to more than 265,000 people since 2006.  The number of people residing in the County at work decreased by 7% to approximately 106,000 persons over the same period.  There were 59,701 people residing in the County and in education in 2011 (primary, secondary and third level).  This represents a 6.6% increase over 2006.  The biggest change in numbers in education was at primary level, with an increase of 11.6% between 2006 and 2011.

Travel to Work
In terms of travel to work, the 2011 Census indicates that in South Dublin, 66% of journeys were made by car as either driver (62%) or passenger (4%).  This is a slight increase over 2006, when the corresponding combined figure was 65%.  Trips to work by car as passenger or driver in South Dublin in 2011 compare to a national average of 70%, a Greater Dublin Area (Dublin, Kildare, Meath & Wicklow) average of 61% and a four Dublin county average of 55% in 2011.  South Dublin had the highest proportion of journeys to work by car of the four Dublin local authorities and also has had relatively the greatest increase since 2006.

In terms of travel to work by other modes in South Dublin, there has been no change in the proportion of trips by bike or by train/luas between 2006 and 2011, at 3% and 2% respectively, whilst there have been decreases in those walking to work from 7% to 6% and travelling by bus to work from 13% to 12% over the same period.  This compares with a 2% mode share increase in cycling in the DCC and DLRCC areas and no change in Fingal between 2006 and 2011.  There was a similar decrease in mode share by bus in all four Dublin Counties of 1% mode share or more over the same period.

The Census indicates that the main employment destinations for South Dublin residents are within the County: 32.5%; the M50 periphery outside SDCC: 30.2% and Dublin City Centre 24.1%.

Travel to School
The largest proportion of trips to primary school in South Dublin, or 48%, were made by car as a passenger in 2011.  This is an increase from 43% in 2006, when there were nearly 12% less such trips overall.  Those walking decreased from 42% to 41% over the same period, whilst those cycling increased from 1% to 2%.  Those travelling by bus decreased from 6% to 5% from 2006-11.  The most similar County to South Dublin in terms of primary school mode share is Fingal.  There, travel by car increased by relatively less, from 46% to 47% whilst walking and cycling both increased by 1% of mode share to 40% and 2% respectively over the period 2006-11.

The largest proportion of trips to secondary school in South Dublin, or 41%, were made by walking in 2011.  This is a slight increase from 40% in 2006 although those cycling decreased from 5% to 4% over the same period.  Those travelling by car increased from 24% to 28% between 2006 and 2011, whilst those travelling by bus decreased from 26% to 24%.  In the Dublin area, South Dublin has one of the highest proportions of students walking to secondary school in 2011, but in common with Fingal, has the lowest proportion cycling in both 2006 and 2011.  

The largest proportion of trips to third level education in South Dublin, or 46%, were made by bus in 2011.  This is a decrease from 49% in 2006.  Those walking, cycling or travelling by train remained relatively constant, at 7%, 5% and 5% respectively in 2011.  The biggest change was the increase in those driving, from 25% to 33% between 2006 and 2011.  South Dublin had the highest proportion of third level students driving to college in the Dublin area in 2011, the nearest comparable County being Fingal, with 30%.

General Findings
The Census indicates a relatively high level of car usage in South Dublin, for 59% of all trips to school and work combined in 2011.  This compares to 54% in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) as a whole (Dublin, Kildare, Meath and Wicklow).  Bus use is similar to that in the GDA as a whole and walking, cycling and train use are below the GDA average.  

South Dublin had the highest proportion of journeys to both work and third level education by car of the four Dublin authorities in 2011.  It also has the lowest proportion of trips to work or for any journey to education by train/luas.  Walking trips to work and to both primary and secondary education are relatively high in comparison with the other Dublin authorities, whereas trips by bike to work and all forms of education are relatively low.  South Dublin also had the highest proportion of journeys to work by van (5%) in 2011 and 2% of residents indicated that they work from home, up from 1% in 2006.

Within South Dublin, the highest proportion of walking trips are in the Rowlagh, Fettercairn Kilnamanagh and Springfield DEDs.  The lowest proportions are in the Newcastle and Saggart DEDs.  The highest proportion of bike trips are in the Rathfarnham, Templeogue and Terenure DEDs.  Bus usage is highest in Palmerstown and Clondalkin-Cappaghmore and lowest in the more rural DEDs. Train and LUAS use is the lowest in the region, but is relatively high in the Tallaght and Ballymount DEDs.

Time of departure indicated a trend of relatively early set-off in South Dublin compared to the region as a whole.  Tallaght and Rathfarnham/ Terenure depart later than the rest of the County (except for Rowlagh) and a relatively high proportion of trips under 15 minutes to work, particularly in Tallaght and Clondalkin.  The majority of journey times in the County are less than 45 minutes, with more than half being 30 minutes or less.

Although largely an urban/suburban County with a large population, significant employment numbers and relatively good public transport, South Dublin has a level of car use close to the National average.  Car use has increased for all trips to work or education between 2006 and 2011.  When all motorised modes are combined, more than 7 out of every 10 journeys to work were made by motorised vehicle in South Dublin in 2011, compared to just approximately 1.5 in 10 in  journeys to work by all forms of public transport and less than 1 in ten by walking or cycling combined.

Initial Conclusions
Car use continues to increase despite National, regional and local planning and transport policy that seek to promote more sustainable modes, such as walking, cycling and public transport.  This is partly attributable to several factors, including significantly, the scattered nature of employment throughout the County and wider region and the overall segregated pattern of land use that has occurred over many years for a variety of reasons.

However, a significant number of journeys to work are made within i.e. internal to the County and reported journey times overall are relatively short, especially in the Lucan and Clondalkin areas, which does indicate potential for modal shift to other non-motorised modes.  Similarly, a further significant number of residents are employed in the City Centre on which most public transport links and cycle routes are focussed, indicating further potential for modal shift, especially on these routes and in areas in closest proximity to the City Centre.

Another significant barrier to modal shift are perceptions regarding safety, particularly for cycling.  It is of note that there has also been a small increase in the numbers and mode share of those cycling in South Dublin overall.  This is in common with a trend nationally and in Dublin, with the most significant increases in both numerical and percentage terms apparent in the Dublin City Council and Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council areas over the period 2006-2011.  

The small increase in the number of primary school students in South Dublin cycling between 2006 and 2011 contrasts with the decrease in secondary school students cycling over the same period, when one would expect the latter proportion to at least be maintained if not follow the primary school trend, given the older age profile of secondary school students.  The small shift in primary school trips by bike may be attributable to behaviour change initiatives such as the ‘Green Schools’ programme. A note of caution however would be that where a shift in favour of cycling occurs, it may be at the expense of walking rather than car use.

There is however, most significant potential for greater cycling activity in the County, especially focussed on the main centres such as Tallaght and Clondalkin and the areas inside the M50 closest to Dublin City Centre, such as Rathfarnham, Terenure, Templeogue and Palmerstown, as well as focussed on school catchments locally.  This will require both infrastructural improvement and behavioural change, a programme of which the Planning and Roads Departments have begun working on in conjunction with the National Transport Authority in recent years.

Similarly, the relatively low proportion of trips by train/luas will require further co-ordination with the relevant agencies, including the NTA, RPA, Dublin Bus and Irish Rail in order to ensure that both greater service provision and improved access to infrastructure including better physical connections and supports such as bike/car parking and bus services/ticketing etc..  This also applies to bus services, but to a lesser extent as South Dublin has maintained mode share in comparison to trends elsewhere and nationally.”
Councillor W. Lavelle thanked the Manager for the interesting report and analysis.   The Member spoke of the problems in his own area relating to inadequate public transport, lack of orbital routes and the high volume of cars taking children to school although most are within walking distance from those schools.  Councillor Lavelle felt that despite large amounts of money having been spent by the council on bus corridors Dublin Bus did little to utilise them with a proper bus service.

Councillor P. Cosgrave supported the motion and stated the need for a proper bus service from one side of the county to the other in order to utilise the bus corridors.  The Member felt that the council must converse with the NTA and Dublin Bus to provide services and therefore get people out of cars and using public transport.

Councillor E. Walsh also remarked on the need for other forms of transport to be used such as cycling or walking in an effort to combat the high levels of childhood obesity and diabetes within communities.

The motion was AGREED.
The meeting concluded at 6.40 p.m. 
Signature: _____________________________
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