COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 10th December 2012

PRESENT
	Councillors
	Councillors

	Bond, C.
	Jones, C.

	Bonner, B.
	Kearns, P.

	Brophy, C.
	Kenny, G.

	Coburn, E.
	Lahart, J.

	Corr, M.
	Lavelle, W.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lawlor, B.

	Delaney, T.
	Looney, D.

	Dermody AM.
	McDonagh, M.

	Devine, M
	O’Connell, G.

	Duff, M.
	Ridge, T.

	Gilligan, T.
	Tuffy, E.

	Hannon, J.
	Walsh, E.

	Higgins, E.
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT
	County Manager
	P. Poole 

	Directors / Heads of Function


	C. Henehan, F. Nevin, T. Walsh,
B. Coman, P. Murphy, J. Quinlivan

	Senior Executive Officers
	 E. O’Gorman, M. Maguire, 
 H. Hogan, Y. Dervan,  L. Leonard

	Senior Architect 
	E. Conroy 

	Law Agent
	J. Healy

	Senior Parks Superintendent 
	B. Sheehan 

	A/Senior Engineer
	S. Fagan 

	Senior Executive Engineer 
	J. O’Connor

	Executive Engineer
	C. Cummins 

	A/Executive Engineer 
	G. De Luca

	Senior Planners 
	P. Hogan, C. Ryan  

	Senior Executive Planner 
	S. Duff

	Public Realm Designer
	S. Furlong

	Administrative Officer
	P. Fogarty 

	A/Administrative Officer
	M. O’Neill

	A/ Staff Officer 
	B. Gorman

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne


An apology for inability to attend was received from the Mayor, Councillor C. King. 

The Deputy Mayor, Councillor G. O’Connell presided. 

H1/1212
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 12th November 2012, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor G. Kenny.
H2a)/1212
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE - 13th NOVEMBER 2012 - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY, HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H2b)/1212
CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE - 21st NOVEMBER 2012 - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES,  COMMUNITY, HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H2c)/1212
JOINT TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) & TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 26th NOVEMBER 2012 - DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), HOUSING, ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-
	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF2121
	Perrystown Manor Estate Active Retirement Club
	Major Equipment Grant.
	27/07/12
	€500


Application for Arts Contribution
An Application for an Arts Contribution under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this contribution, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-
	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	Agf770
	Adelaide Meath & National Childrens Hospital
	Arts Grant for Making Music with Babies programme
	22/8/2012
	€400


It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff and seconded by Councillor E. Walsh and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report.”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell         and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the reports of the Joint Tallaght Area Committee (1) & Tallaght Area Committee (2) - 26th November 2012 Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

H2d)/1212
LUCAN AREA COMMITTEE - 27th NOVEMBER 2012 - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY, HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H3a)/1212
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 22nd NOVEMBER 2012 - CALENDAR OF MEETING DATES 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The following Draft Calendar of Meeting dates was APPROVED by the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 22nd November 2012:

	DATE


	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 31/12/2012
	
	
	

	Tues. 01/01/2013
	
	
	

	Wed. 02/01/2013
	
	
	

	 Thur. 03/01/2013
	
	
	

	Fri. 04/01/2013
	
	
	


	
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 07/01/2013
	
	
	

	Tues. 08/01/2013
	Rathfarnham Area Committee

Planning* & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services 
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm
	20/12/2012

Business to SEO Roads and Water Services

*(For planning files see below)

	Wed. 09/01/2013
	
	
	

	Thur. 10/01/2013
	
	
	

	Fri. 11/01/2013
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 02/01/2013

	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 14/01/2013
	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting


	12.30 pm - 2.00 pm

3.30 pm - 6.30 pm
	31/12/2012 

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 15/01/2013
	
	
	

	Wed. 16/01/2013
	Clondalkin Area Committee

Planning* & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm
	03/01/2013

Business to SEO Planning Dept.

*(For planning files see below)

	 Thur. 17/01/2013
	
	
	

	Fri. 18/01/2013
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 10/01/13

	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION


	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 21/01/2013
	
	
	

	Tues. 22/01/2013
	Lucan Area Committee

Planning* & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm
	09/01/2013

Business to SEO Roads & Water Services

**(For planning files see below)

	Wed. 23/01/2013
	Deputations
	2.00 pm - 6.00 pm
	

	Thur. 24/01/2013
	Traffic Management Meeting  

· Rathfarnham

· Clondalkin 

· Lucan

Organisation, Procedure & Finance Committee 

(in committee)
	2.00 pm - 2.30 pm

2.30 pm - 3.00 pm

3.00 pm - 3.30 pm

3.30 pm - 5.30 pm
	11/01/2013

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Fri. 25/01/2013
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 16/01/13

	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 28/01/2013
	Tallaght Traffic  Management Meeting  

Joint Tallaght Area Committee  (1) & Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Community, Environment, Parks, Housing, Planning* & Development, Roads & Water Services, Corporate Services & Libraries
	2.30 pm - 3.00 pm

3.00 pm - 5.30 pm
	15/01/2013

Business to SEO Housing Dept.

*(For planning files see below)

	Tues. 29/01/2013
	
	
	

	Wed. 30/01/2013
	
	
	

	Thur. 31/01/2013
	
	
	

	 Fri. 01/02/2013
	
	
	


* Planning file requests to be received by 22/01/13

	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 04/02/2013
	Environment Strategic Policy Committee

	5.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	03/01/2013

Business to Director of Environmental Services 

	Tues. 05/02/2013
	
	
	

	Wed. 06/02/2013
	Sports, Recreation,  Community & Parks Strategic Policy Committee 
	5.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	07/01/2013

Business to Director of Community Services

	 Thur. 07/02/2013
	Transportation SPC 
	5.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	08/01/2013

Business to Director of Roads & Water Services

	Fri. 08/02/2013
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 11/02/2013
	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting


	12.30 pm - 2.00 pm

3.30 pm - 6.30 pm
	29/01/2013

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 12/02/2013
	Rathfarnham Area Committee
Planning* & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services 

Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education & Libraries   Strategic Policy Committee
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm
5.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	30/01/2013

Business to SEO Roads & Water Services 

*(For planning files see below)

11/01/2013

Business to Director of Corporate Services 

	Wed. 13/02/2013
	Economic Development (incl. Planning & Development) Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 pm - 7.00 pm

	14/01/2013

Business to Director of Land Use, Economic & Transport Planning

	 Thur. 14/02/2013
	
	
	

	Fri. 15/02/2013
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 06/02/2013
	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 18/02/2013
	
	
	

	Tue. 19/02/2013
	
	
	

	Wed. 20/02/2013
	Clondalkin Area Committee

Planning* & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm
	07/02/2013

Business to SEO Planning Department 

	Thur. 21/02/2013
	
	
	

	Fri. 22/02/2013
	Joint Policing Committee 
	3.00 pm - 5.00 pm
	


*Planning Files to be requested by 14/02/2013

	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 25/02/2013
	Joint Tallaght Area Committee (1) & Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Community, Environment, Parks, Housing, Planning* & Development, Roads & Water Services, Corporate Services & Libraries   

Housing & Social Development Strategic Policy Committee
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm

5.30 pm - 7.00 pm

	12/02/2013

Business to SEO Housing Dept.

*(For planning files see below)
24/01/2013

Business to Director of Housing 

	Tues. 26/02/2013
	Lucan Area Committee

Planning** & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm
	13/02/2013

Business to SEO Planning Department 

**(For planning files see below)

	Wed. 27/02/2013
	Deputations 
	2.00 pm - 6.00 pm
	

	Thur. 28/02/2013
	
	
	

	Fr.i 01/03/2013
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 19/02/2013
**Planning file requests to be received by 20/02/2013
NOTES:    

· Early Closing dates for January Co. Council & Rathfarnham Area Cttee. meetings due to Xmas / New Year closings;

· As 1st Jan. is a Tuesday, the Rathfarnham Area Cttee. meeting is the week prior to the County Council meeting (usually held the week after the council meeting).”
Mr. P. Murphy, Director of Corporate, Human Resources and Library Services requested Members to take note of early closing dates for submission of business for January 2013 meetings due to the Christmas break.

The Calendar was APPROVED on the proposition of Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart.
H3b)/1212
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 22nd NOVEMBER 2012 - REPORT ON CONFERENCES / SEMINARS 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The following report was APPROVED at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 22nd November 2012:

“Section 142 (5) of Local Government Act 2001 provides for the authorization of Members’ attendance at conferences both home and abroad. 

Listed below are conferences which have been notified to South Dublin County Council and whose appropriateness has been vetted by the members’ working group in accordance with Circ Letter 02/10.

Members who have expressed an interest in attending these conferences are also listed:

	Conference
	Host 
	Venue
	Date 
	Councillor  Attending 
	Fee

	Legal Services Regulation Bill 2011


	Esperanza Enterprises
	Kingsvalley Hotel,

Merlin Park, 

Dublin Road, Galway City
	16th -17th November 2012
	Cllr. T. Ridge 
	€150

	Local Authority Budgets 2013

	Kadenza Consultancies 
	Silver Tassie Hotel, Letterkenny, 

Co. Donegal
	16th -18th November 2012
	
	€145

	Information and Communi-cations Technology for Councillors 
	Superior Training
	Great Northern Hotel, Bundoran, 

Co. Donegal
	23rd - 24th November 2012
	Cllr. T. Delaney
	€120

	Promoting Justice Through Better Consultation and Co-operation in Local Government 
	Esperanza Enterprises
	Carlton Hotel, Dan Spring Road, Tralee
	30th November -1st December 2012
	
	€150

	Is a Century of Municipal Local Govt. Service to be abolished
	Kadenza Consultancies 
	City North Hotel, Gormanstown, Co. Meath


	30th November -2nd December 2012
	
	€145

	Budget  2013 Seminar
	Celtic Conferences
	Celtic Ross Hotel, Rosscarbery, Co. Cork
	14th -16th December 2012
	
	€100


The following table shows Members’ attendance at conferences from 21st September 2012: 

	Conference 
	Host
	Venue
	Date 
	Councillor Attending
	Fee

	Revenue Collection Conference
	Esperanza Enterprises
	Manor West Hotel,

Killarney Road,

Tralee, Co. Kerry 
	21st - 22nd September 2012


	Cllr. B. Lawlor 
	€100

	LAMA Autumn Conference
	Local Authorities Members Association
	Mount Errigal Hotel,

Letterkenny,

Co. Donegal
	28th - 29th September 2012
	Cllr. T. Ridge 
	€150

	Debt Settlement Conference
	Esperanza Enterprises
	Manor West Hotel, Killarney Road, Tralee, 

Co. Kerry
	2nd -3rd  November 2012
	Cllr. C. Brophy 
	€150

	Education for Work Initiatives  
	Esperanza  Enterprises 
	Westport Plaza

Hotel, Westport,

Co. Mayo 
	9th -10th November
	Cllr. Brian Lawlor 
	€150

	Legal Services Regulation Bill 2011


	Esperanza Enterprises
	Kingsvalley Hotel,

Merlin Park, 

Dublin Road, Galway City
	16th -17th November 2012
	Cllr. T. Ridge 
	€150


As authorisation under this section is a reserved function Members are required to pass the following resolution:

“In accordance with Section 142 (5) of the Local Government Act, 2001 attendance by Members at the Conferences / Seminars outlined in the report is hereby authorized.”

Attendances at Conferences and Seminars were APPROVED on the proposition of Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart. 
H4a)/1212
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - ENVIRONMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE
(i)  Report of Meeting 5th November 2012 

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Members                                            Officials
Councillor John Lahart Cathaoirleach
John Quinlivan, Director Environmental Services 

Councillor Breda Bonner                        Yvonne Dervan, Senior Executive Officer

Councillor Emma Coburn                       Leo Magee, Senior Engineer

Councillor John Hannon                         Maire NiDhomhnaill, Project Manager        

Councillor Eamonn Tuffy                                       

Councillor Eamonn Walsh                                       

Sectoral Interests
Pat Lee

Una Ruddock 

Connie Kiernan – Community Forum
Apologies
Councillor Máire Devine 

Councillor Guss O’Connell

Councillor Chris Bond      

Councillor William Lavelle           

Sherri Brennan

Mary Keegan

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor John Lahart presided.
Item 1
Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 3rd September 2012. 

Proposed by Cllr.  Lahart seconded by Cllr Hannon and Agreed. 

Item 2
Matters Arising 

There were no matters arising.
Item 3
Government Waste Policy
Leo Magee, Senior Engineer presented a report on the new waste policy- A Resource Opportunity – Waste Management Policy in Ireland issued July 2012.

Following contributions from Cllr Walsh, Cllr Hannon, Cllr. E Tuffy, Cllr Lahart, Mr Magee responded to the issues raised by the members.  Cllr Coburn, Ms Ruddock also raised 

Cllr Lahart recommended that members of the committee should read the Waste Management Policy. This matter will be discussed again by the committee as the various aspects of the policy are implemented.

Item 4
Review of Waste Bye-laws
Following a report on item 4 from Yvonne Dervan where she outlined the process in making waste bye-laws and provided an update on current situation. 

Cllr Lahart recommended that if no submissions are received by the closing date – the byelaws should go forward to Council. If a submission is received that is of a significant nature, the committee’s subgroup should be consulted and they can agree to refer the draft waste bye-laws to the SPC meeting in February 2013. This was agreed.

Item 5
Enforcement policy review 
Ms Dervan presented an update stating that the review group has not yet met as the Council's Waste Bye Laws Review has not come to a conclusion.  This process will commence now as soon as nominees are available to meet.

Item 6
Litter Fines update
An update report was provided by Yvonne Dervan, Senior Executive Officer. Following submissions form Ms Kiernan and Cllr. Walsh,  Mr Quinlivan,  Director of Services gave an update on the collection of fines and response from court services.

Item 7
Proposed Litter Bye-laws
A presentation on the research and possible layout of Litter Bye-laws was made by Maire Ni Dhomhnaill.

Following contributions by Cllrs Lahart, Hannon and Walsh and Ms Kiernan, it was agreed that an informal meeting of the Environment SPC would take place in 4 weeks to discuss this matter.

A.O.B. 

A report on Halloween 2012 was made by Mr Quinlivan, Director of Services

The meeting concluded at 6.55 p.m.”
The report was NOTED.  

(ii)  Minutes of Meeting 3rd September 2012

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Members                                                            Officials
Councillor John Lahart Cathaoirleach  
John Quinlivan, Director Environmental Services 

Councillor Breda Bonner                        Yvonne Dervan, Senior Executive Officer

Councillor Chris Bond                            Maire NiDhomhnaill, Project Manager

Councillor Emma Coburn                       Dermot Finch, Senior Engineer

Councillor John Hannon                         Sorcha O’Brien, Environmental Awareness Officer

Councillor William Lavelle                      Joseph Bockaire, Senior Executive Engineer
Councillor Guss O’Connell                                        

Councillor Eamonn Tuffy                                        

Councillor Eamonn Walsh   

                                     

Sectoral Interests
Pat Lee

Una Ruddock 
Apologies
Councillor Máire Devine 

Councillor Guss O’Connell 

Sherri Brennan

Mary Keegan

Connie Kiernan – Community Forum

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor John Lahart presided.

Item 1
Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 1st May 2012. 

Proposed by Cllr. Lahart seconded by Cllr Hannon and Agreed 

Item 2
Matters Arising 

Cllr Lahart thanked Cllr Hannon for his time as Cathaoirleach of the Environment SPC committee, as did Director of Services Mr, John Quinlivan. Cllr Hannon thanked everyone for their participation on the committee whilst his was Cathaoirleach and wished Cllr Lahart the best in his role as Cathaoirleach.

Item 3
Dumping in Mountains/upland area subcommittee minutes & report 
Cllr Hannon introduced item 3 and provide a summary report on the Dumping in Mountains/upland area item and the subcommittee meeting. Following contributions from Clr La Hart, Cllr Hannon, Mr Pat Lee, Cllr Walsh, Mr Quinlivan responded to the issues raised by the members stating the work that the Council carried out in conjunction with PURE. Cllr La Hart recommended that a 3pm presentation to inform all the members of the Council about the work carried out by PURE be provided. Director Quinlivan stated that management would contact PURE requesting that they provide a presentation at the Council meeting in October

Item 4
Enforcement policy review 
Following a report on item 4 from Mr Quinlivan and the suggestion that the members take the policy aware with the aim to reviewing it, Cllr Hannon suggested that a subcommittee be set up to review the policy and potentially placing the item on the JPC agenda. Contribution followed from Cllr Walsh, Cllr Tuffy, Cllr Lavelle, Cllr Hannon and Cllr Lahart. It was agreed that a subcommittee be set up to discuss section 60 and covert operations and that this be done in conjunction with the Gardai. The committee recommended that the review of Enforcement policy be brought to the Council meeting recommending that a draft of waste byelaws be published and that an advert be placed as part of the consultation process. It was agreed that a report be brought back to the SPC on the submissions received from the consultation process. It was also agreed that a presentation on the full waste policy be brought to the next SPC.  

Item 5
Litter fines – update 
An update presentation on Litter fines was presented by Ms Yvonne Dervan, Senior Executive Officer, Following contributions from Cllr Walsh, Cllr Lavelle, Cllr Lahart and Pat Lee, Ms Dervan responded to the issues raised by the members. Following a contribution from Cllr Walsh it was agreed that a letter would be sent to the Minister for Justice regarding the none-collection of fines by the Courts. It was also agreed that a presentation on Litter Bye-laws will be provided at the next SPC 

Item 6
Sand bag Policy proposal
Cllr Lahart summarised the introduction and background on the Sand Bag policy proposal, this was followed by Mr Dermot Finch who further discussed the report and the way forward for the policy. Following on from contributions from Cllr Hannon, Cllr Coburn and Cllr Lahart Mr Finch responded to issues raised by the members. It was agreed that the link to the OPW booklet on “What to do in a Flood would be circulated & that Mr Finch would provide details on flood block providers. It was also agreed that MR Finch would place the Sand Bag policy on the Council website. It was recommended by the committee that the Sand bag policy as presented would be brought to the Council for approval  

Item 7
A.O.B. 

The meeting concluded at 6.58 p.m.”
The minutes were NOTED.  

H4b)/1212
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE

(i)  Report of Meeting 7th November 2012

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Attended
	Cllr  C Brophy
	Cllr P Kearns

	Cllr  E Coburn
	Cllr  W Lavelle

	Cllr  M Corr
	Cllr  G O’Connell

	Cllr  M Devine
	Cllr E Tuffy

	Cllr  T Gilligan
	Mr. G Robinson

	Cllr C Jones
	

	Cllr C King
	


Officials present:


Mr. F Nevin – Director of Service

Mr. C Ryan---Senior Planner


Mr. M Fagan – Senior Executive Officer

Apologies:  Mr. D Anderson & Mr. S Giblin 

	Headed Item 1
Confirmation and Re-affirmation of Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting of Economic Development SPC on 4th September 2012 were proposed by Cllr E Coburn and seconded by Cllr C King and agreed.

	Headed Item 2  - Sectoral Strategy of the Local Government Sector to promote Employment and Support Local Enterprise

· Local Actions
· DRAFT Economic Strategy
A draft report was presented on the Economic Strategy.  Following detailed discussion to which Councillors Brophy, Coburn, Corr, O’Connell, Tuffy and Mr. G. Robinson contributed, the report was noted, recommended to the Council and it was agreed to set up a Working Group to develop an Action Plan to implement the strategy.

	

	

	

	Headed Item 3

AOB—No business

Meeting concluded at 6.45 pm.”


The report was NOTED.  

(ii) Minutes of Meeting 4th September 

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Attended

	Cllr  E Tuffy
	Mr. S Giblin

	Cllr  T Gilligan
	Cllr E Coburn

	Cllr  M Corr
	Cllr C King

	Cllr P Kearns
	

	Cllr  C Brophy
	

	Mr. G Robinson
	

	Mr. N Durkin
	


Officials present:


Mr. F Nevin – Director of Service


Mr. P Hogan – Senior Planner


Ms E Colgan – Senior Staff Officer


Ms M Heffernan – Assistant Staff Officer

Apologies:  Cllr G O Connell, Mr. D Anderson, Mr. J Kearns, Cllr W Lavelle.

Cllr Tuffy welcomed Cllr Kearns as Chairperson of the SPC and thanked his colleagues for electing him in 2004 & 2009 and also thanked the Manager and officials with whom he worked.  Cllr Kearns responded thanking Cllr Tuffy for his kind words.
	Headed Item 1
Confirmation and Re-affirmation of Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting of Economic Development SPC on 9th May 2012 were proposed by Cllr Brophy and seconded by Cllr Coburn and agreed.

	Headed Item 2  -  Report on proposed Development Contribution Scheme; 

(2a)  Report on Draft Development Contribution Scheme 2013 – 20152b) 

(2b)  Deloitte & Touche Consultation Report

F Nevin presented report and recommended that it be brought to the September Council meeting. FN thanked Cllr Tuffy & his colleagues on the Working Group for all their contributions.  

Presentation of report was made by FN who outlined the core recommendations and timescale involved.  

P Hogan presented S 48 Draft Development Contribution Scheme and outlined the changes.  Following contributions form Cllrs Coburn, Tuffy, Brophy, Corr, Kearns and G Robinson, F Nevin responded to queries raised and it  was agreed that additional time was needed to consider the scheme and it was suggested that it be brought to the OP & F meeting for further discussion and then for full consideration at the October CoCo. meeting.  

FN suggested that the matter be brought by way of information to Council meeting on Monday and for briefing Members at the next OP & F meeting.  Cllr Corr suggested an email be sent to Members. FN agreed same.

	

	Headed Item 3  -  Draft Guidelines on Development Contribution Schemes
Report on draft Guidelines on Development Contribution Scheme

Headed Item 4
DOE Guidelines on DCS

Report noted

FN presented report and also stated before Council for consideration next week. And outlined the points members may wish to consider before formulating a submission.  

Following contributions from Cllrs Corr, Brophy, Coburn, Kearns and N Durkan F Nevin responded to queries raised and highlighted the short time frame.  It was agreed that a draft submission be drawn up by the members to be discussed at the next CPG meeting and noted that the Construction Industry would be making their own submission.  

	

	

	Headed Item 5

AOB

Meeting concluded at 6.40 pm”


The minutes were NOTED.  

(iii)  Economic Development Strategy Action Plan

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“South Dublin County Economic Development Strategy: Proposed Detailed Actions 

Character Area 1: Technology Crescent

	Economic Development Strategy Actions
	Proposed Detailed Actions

	Continue to support IDA initiatives to market this area as a location for FDI.


	· Explore an adaptable electronic marketing programme with IDA Ireland utilising new technologies.

Continue to participate in meetings and client visits with IDA.

	Maintain capacity to accommodate large-scale industrial facilities.

Develop infrastructure services and utilities to support the emergence of serviced-based employment.


	· Progress design and funding for Nangor Road/Lucan Newcastle Road with NTA/NRA.

· Develop plan for the provision of a single source water supply to Grange Castle area.  (Preferred source and route selection being determined.) 

· Progress negotiations with EirGrid and owner regarding preferred site for 220KV station identified by EirGrid.

· Progress works on ducting and cabling routes to Profile Park and Milltown Park to ensure a comprehensive solution for the delivery of power to the Parks.

	Consider the development of a renewable energy esco to deliver power to data centres.     
	· Obtain advice from Codema regarding availability of funding/national grants, possible energy sources, and options for building design.  

	Support Business Park management in developing communities of practice to make more efficient use of resources in support of the wider green economy.
	· Facilitate a common approach to building management systems through sharing of knowledge, recording of energy use and bills and cost reduction through ‘quick wins’ e.g. more efficient housekeeping, etc.

	Investigate the development of high order broadband facilities in conjunction with data centre operators.
	· Discuss new advances in broadband capacity with telecoms operators with a view to development of improved facilities.  


Actors

SDCC, IDA, CEB, Chamber of Commerce, Telecoms providers, Eirgrid.

Character Area 2: Tallaght as an Integrated Town Centre
	Economic Development Strategy Actions
	Proposed Detailed Actions

	Consider how best to support the renewal of the Square as a retailing destination.


	· Continue to work closely with Nama/The Square to release the development potential within the existing surface car park for future retail development.  

	Investigate and support the development of a medical quarter to make use of exiting vacant developments in close proximity to the Hospital.


	· Build on the close working relationship developed with Tallaght Hospital and utilise the information contained in the recent joint submission regarding the proposed siting of the new National Children’s Hospital, with a view to progressing the concept of a medical quarter.  

· Investigate best practice in other jurisdictions regarding the establishment of a medical quarter.  

· Negotiate with owners regarding possible uses of vacant property in the area relevant to the development of a medical quarter.  

	Support the development of links between the ITT and the Hospital.


	· Examine purpose and efficacy of existing structures/forums involving both institutions.

·  Examine possibility of establishing a specific group to promote collaboration between the institutions.

	Continue to support the development of improved permeability and linkage throughout the town centre lands.


	· Prioritise the implementation of provisions of the Tallaght Town Centre Local Area Plan 2006 regarding permeability and linkage.

· Implement these (a) as sites are developed and (b) by including on Council work programme, where appropriate, respectively.  

	Continue to develop Tallaght as an area for the use of renewable energy.


	· Explore opportunities for an esco in Tallaght Town Centre involving SDCC, Tallaght Hospital and ITT   based on the completed feasibility study.

	Develop local renewable energy initiatives particularly between the Hospital, County Hall, ITT and the Square.
	· Explore opportunities for an esco in Tallaght Town Centre involving SDCC, Tallaght Hospital and ITT   based on the completed feasibility study.


Actors

SDCC, Hospital, ITT, Chamber.

Character Area 3: LUAS Corridor
	Economic Development Strategy Actions
	Proposed Detailed Actions

	Continue to support economic development in this area.
	· Continue to implement Development Plan policy which favours more intense development close to good public transport links.

· Draw up strategy to counteract dereliction, particularly in older industrial areas.

	Consider the future development of the areas identified EP1 (Enterprise Priority One) in the South Dublin County Development Plan 2010-2016.  This should be based on the promotion of more serviced based activities.
	· Examine the possibility for interim uses in these areas pending an economic recovery.  

· Actively market EP1 areas for service-based activities and redirect proposals for such activities in other areas to EP1 areas. 

	Investigate the development of improved services in the area, particularly telecoms infrastructure.
	· Liaise with telecoms providers regarding requirements for improved services and how to facilitate this.  


Actors

Council, Chamber, telecom service providers, RPA

Character Area 4: Rail Corridor
	Economic Development Strategy Actions
	Proposed Detailed Actions

	Seek regular stopping of national rail services within the County.


	· Pursue the issue of national rail services stopping within the County with NTA and Iarnrod Eireann in the context of the wider land-use strategy for the area.  

	Continue to build on improving linkage between the rail line, amenity corridor and the rest of the County.


	· Continue to implement Development Plan policy regarding implementation of the Clonburris and Adamstown SDZs in the context of the proposed review of SDZs and ongoing land-use strategy review.   Work closely with service-providers in order to ensure delivery of the necessary infrastructure for the successful implementation of both schemes.  

	Maintain support for the continued development of the Strategic Development Zones.


	· Continue to implement Development Plan policy regarding implementation of the Clonburris and Adamstown SDZs in the context of the proposed review of SDZs and ongoing land-use strategy review.   Work closely with service-providers in order to ensure delivery of the necessary infrastructure for the successful implementation of both schemes.  


Actors

Council, IDA, Chamber, NTA.

Character Area 5: Promotion of Villages
	Economic Development Strategy Actions
	Proposed Detailed Actions

	Identify in conjunction with stakeholders unique attributes of each village.


	· Draw up a tourism strategy for the County’s villages (a) building on their unique selling points; (b) focussing on their potential role as gateways to other amenities and attractions; (c) considering the value of marketing clusters of villages and links between them; and (d) with particular regard for the potential of green tourism products.  

· Build on local identity and unique selling points in order to create a distinctive brand for each village.
· Promote the tourism potential of the Grand Canal through participation in the Waterways Ireland Grand Canal Rural and Royal Canal Rural product Development Study.
· Establish heritage trails and walking routes.

	Produce locally-based village plans to assist in the improvement of the public realm and the quality of life.


	· Through the villages project, make villages better for residents, businesses and visitors alike – make villages more liveable; improve quality of life; improve appearance.
· In the case of each village, set up a colloquium with stakeholders, community groups and interest groups.

· Set up links between these groups and SDCC and establish a web presence.  

· Identify and coordinate the physical, social economic, cultural and community activities 

· Agree the format and content of a document for each village, to include strategies for the improvement of the public realm, the management of dereliction and the marketing of each village.   

· Encourage formation of local interest/action groups, tidy towns committees, etc.  Council to help facilitate this by providing advice, mentoring, a contact point, meeting places, etc.  
· Complete Tidy Towns 3-year plans for Lucan, Clondalkin, Rathfarnham, Templeogue and Palmerston by end of Quarter 3, 2013.

	Initiate the development of free Wi-Fi in town and village centres in order to increase footfall.


	· Set up free Wi-Fi demonstration project in one village.  

· Work with local businesses to promote the benefits of free Wi-Fi elsewhere.

	Further develop a programme of local events / festivals.
	· Use ‘the Gathering’ in 2013 as a focus for events/festivals.

	Investigate the development of local energy initiatives.


	· Initiate a sustainable energy project focussed on homes and businesses in one village on a pilot basis.  
· Ensure the SEAP contains cross-sectoral actions that will benefit small energy users such as home-owners, community uses and small business.  

	Work with local business to develop pop-up shops / temporary uses.


	· Promote the concept of pop-up shops/temporary uses in one village as a demonstration project.  

· Identify vacant units and liaise with owners.  

· Roll-out to other locations.

	Facilitate the development of links between local food producers and local restaurants.


	· Identify food providers and promote linkages with restauranteurs.

· Use the LEO as a potential platform for introduction of would-be suppliers (e.g. entrepreneurs with an artisan food product idea) to restauranteurs.  

· Explore opportunities in Food Harvest 2020 – A Vision for Irish Agri-Food and Fisheries (Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food).  

· Expand the ‘Think Local’ initiative to include restaurants.  Focus on a particular area on a pilot basis.

	Consider opportunities to support niche retailing.


	· In conjunction with local communities and businesses, apply for funding under the ‘Business and Economic Development Measure’ of LEADER.

· Facilitate contact between suppliers and retailers.  


Actors

Council, local chambers, local stakeholders, SEAI, Enterprise Ireland.  

Crossing-Cutting Theme 1: Sustaining and Developing Business
	Economic Development Strategy Actions
	Proposed Detailed Actions

	Develop the Local Enterprise Office to act as a ‘one-stop-shop’ for advice and support for business in the County.
	· Schedule discussions with relevant parties including CEB, CDB, Council, South Dublin Chamber, Business Development Officer, IE Network.  

	Help to influence consumer and business confidence.


	· Work with local businesses to develop a branding/marketing framework for the ‘Think Local’ initiative in South Dublin County.    

· Work with local media to help shape message being conveyed to consumers and business and to ensure as much coverage is given to positive news as negative.  Build on positive relationship with local print media such as the Echo.

· Ensure attention is given to shaping the on-line and social media message. 

	Encourage local spending and local business.


	· Support the continued development of event and business tourism.

· Work with local businesses to develop a framework for the ‘Think Local’ initiative in South Dublin County.    

· Develop ‘Think Local‘ initiative in a similar manner to ‘Tidy Towns’, including advertising and other awareness-raising.  

· Work with local media to help shape message being conveyed to consumers and business and to ensure as much coverage is given to positive news as negative.  Council to build on positive relationship with print media such as the Echo; but also ensure attention is given to shaping the on-line and social media message.  

	Provide assistance for SMEs with tendering and procurement processes.


	· Organise further tendering and procurement advice events.  These should be small in scale (large events can put off small businesses) with flexible hours e.g. early morning and late evening Monday to Friday.  

	Raise awareness and promote cooperation between relevant agencies to combat the shadow economy.


	· Organise public awareness campaign highlighting all of the negatives associated with the shadow economy (potential health impacts of unregulated products; economic impacts on local business, etc.).

· Housing Department to organise campaign with tenants regarding prevention of illegal trade from Council properties and to implement enforcement of this.  

	Provide support to the retail sector.


	· Implement ‘Think Local’ initiative.

· Organise public awareness campaign regarding the shadow economy.

· Organise campaign with Council tenants to prevent illegal trade from Council properties and enforce this.  

	Work towards reducing the costs of doing business.


	· Update and re-circulate the brochure ‘Guide to Understanding your Commercial Rates’ sent to all ratepayers in the County in 2011.  

· Promote wider awareness of the recent reductions in rates in order to attract businesses to locate in South Dublin County.  

· Continue to support environmental awareness for business through initiatives such as Eco Week (an environmental issues awareness-raising project) and Protecting Your Water Supply: A Guide to Water Conservation and Efficiency for Businesses (a water conservation awareness project).  Also continue the provision of advice regarding waste management and other aspects of environmental management. 

· Ensure SEAP highlights supports available to business for energy savings (e.g. initiatives by SEAI) and demonstrates how to translate opportunities into actions.  

· Replicate pilot SME energy project.  

	Provide assistance to businesses with ICT and social media, particularly utilising the skills and information available within the local authority.


	· Continue to build capacity for ICT and social media training through Chamber, IE Network and CEB.  

· Make Council skills and information available where required, to build capacity in relevant areas of ICT.    

	Build on the existing good working relationship between the Council and the Chamber.  


	· Continue to support the Sustainable Business Executive post.  

· Continue to maintain communication links between the Chamber, the Chamber businesses and the Council.  


Actors


Local business, Chamber, SDCC, LEO, South Dublin Tourism company.

Cross-Cutting Theme 2: Further Education and Training
	Economic Development Strategy Actions
	Proposed Detailed Actions

	Improve links between higher education and enterprise, in particular involving ITT Synergy Centre and Tallaght Hospital.  


	· Ensure that in new scenario with establishment of LEO, a group similar to the CDB Economic Development Working Group remains in place (this has representation from inter alia ITT, Council, IDA, Enterprise Ireland, Chamber, Partas, SFA and ACE).  

	Build the availability of third level education in the County through the development of outreach facilities.


	· Liaise with ITT and other third level education providers regarding their outreach requirements.  

· Facilitate the use of Council space e.g. libraries, meeting rooms, community rooms, etc. by third level outreach facilities.  

	Ensure that education and training match employment needs, particularly in emerging economic sectors.
	· Take into consideration publications of the Expert Group on Future Skills Needs.  

	Develop integrated education and skills plans, upskilling the workforce.


	· Establish links with proposed new structures including the local education and training boards (to be established under the auspices of SOLAS) which will implement this action.   

	Continue to take action to address barriers that prevent residents taking up employment, education and training.
	· Liaise with FÁS/SOLAS, ITT and Partnerships to address barriers to employment, education and training.  

	Develop and encourage the enterprise agenda, including social enterprise.
	· Establish the South Dublin County Local Enterprise Office which will provide a ‘one-stop-shop’ for the micro-enterprise and small business sector, delivering direct enterprise support and coordinating access to other services for business.

	Provide locally-based training opportunities in areas throughout the County.
	· Liaise with FÁS/SOLAS to establish training gaps/needs; identify geographical areas; find venues; and organise courses.  


It is understood that the socio-economic committee structure will inform the basis for the above actions.

Actors


SDCC, LEO, ITT, Tallaght Hospital, Chamber, CEB, IE Network, Local 
Development Companies, FÁS/SOLAS, South Dublin County Childcare 
Committee, VEC, Department of Social Protection, schools, CPLN, Dodder 
Valley Partnership.
Cross-Cutting Theme 3: The Green Economy
	Economic Development Strategy Actions
	Proposed Detailed Actions

	Continue to develop best practice models emerging from local projects such as the LEAP and SEAP but also those emerging from the Innovation Dublin Initiative.

Support the development of the green economy particularly in the areas of mobility, energy and water usage and sustainable communities.


	· Obtain advice from Codema regarding the establishment of a renewable energy esco to deliver power to data centres.  Advice to include issues such as availability of funding/national grants, possible energy sources, and options for building design.   

· Facilitate a common approach to building management systems in business parks, through sharing of knowledge, recording of energy use and bills and cost reduction through ‘quick wins’ e.g. more efficient housekeeping, etc.

· Explore opportunities for an esco in Tallaght Town Centre involving SDCC, Tallaght Hospital and ITT   based on the completed feasibility study.

· Initiate a sustainable energy project focussed on homes and businesses in one village on a pilot basis.  
· Ensure the SEAP contains cross-sectoral actions that will benefit small energy users such as home-owners, community uses and small business.  

· Continue to support environmental awareness for business through initiatives such as Eco Week (an environmental issues awareness-raising project) and Protecting Your Water Supply: A Guide to Water Conservation and Efficiency for Businesses (a water conservation awareness project).  Also continue the provision of advice regarding waste management and other aspects of environmental management. 

· Ensure SEAP highlights supports available to business for energy savings (e.g. initiatives by SEAI) and demonstrates how to translate opportunities into actions.  

· Work towards reducing the cost of doing business by replicating the pilot SME energy project.


Actors

SEAI, SDCC, Chamber, ITT, Tallaght Hospital.

Outline Timetable :

	December 2012
	Agree Action Plan & present to Council

	Q1 2013
	· Identify and agree priority actions and working group arrangements.

· Commence briefing of stakeholders.

· Stakeholder actions identified and commenced.

	Q2 2013
	Working arrangements with stakeholders established.


Report of meeting of SPC sub- group- 29th of November.

Attendees- Cllr Pamela Kearns, Cllr Colm Brophy, Cllr Eamon Tuffy, Cllr Emma Corburn, Cllr Gus O’ Connell, Mr Gareth Robinson and Mr Neil Durkan.

Staff Attending- Mr Frank Nevin, Mr Colin Ryan and Ms Siobháin Duff.

Report

The draft action plan was presented and the rationale for its layout was considered. The working group considered the key actions arising including issues surrounding FDI, renewal of Tallaght, Countywide tourism and issues pertaining to village improvement and development.

In the interests of further focusing on key actions the meeting decided to form two groups. One considering issues pertaining to village renewal and development but also including actions relating to County wide tourism development; the other dealing with issues relating to FDI and promoting large scale economic development.

It was decided that both groups would meet on the 10th January next with the villages group meeting first at 8.00am followed at 9.30 by the FDI group. An invitation will be sent to all members of the SPC. This will issue shortly.” 

The report was NOTED. 
(iv)  Economic Development Strategy

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“South Dublin County Economic Development Strategy 

November 2012

1.0
Section 1: Introduction

1.1
This report sets out a coherent strategy for the maintenance and development of enterprise and employment by South Dublin County Council. This Council is committed to supporting the creation and retention of jobs in South Dublin County. The development of this economic strategy reflects the strengths and opportunities that exist in the County. Given the current economic climate a key consideration in framing this strategy is to make best use of the existing infrastructure and development potential within the County and the support of job creation and retention. The delivery of this strategy will require a partnership approach between the public sector, private sector and local communities.  Cooperation between these partners is critical to the successful implementation of this strategy.
1.2
This strategy is clearly framed against a severe economic downturn. The main economic challenges facing the County are:

(a) the maintenance and improvement of a sustainable economic base

(b) the retention of existing jobs 

(c) the creation of new employment opportunities.  

In facing these challenges, the need to balance our natural environment with sustainable and appropriate development through the promotion of an economy that is adaptable and resilient to change, must be taken into consideration.

1.3
It is acknowledged that South Dublin County is not alone in facing significant economic challenges.  This strategy sets a clear context for promoting economic development that is centred on a series of unique characteristics and opportunities that this County possesses.

1.4
The strategy has been informed by the policies and decisions of the elected members of South Dublin County Council and:

· A review of relevant national, regional and local plans and policies including the following:

· Action Plan for Jobs, 2012, (Department for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation)

· Supporting Economic Recovery and Jobs – Locally, 2012 (Local Government Enterprise and Jobs Draft Strategy)

· A Guide to: Putting People First – Action Programme for Effective Local Government (Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government, 2012)

· South Dublin County Development Plan 2010-2016
· An Integrated Economic Development Strategy for South Dublin County, Review, September 2010 (County Development Board).  

· Consideration of the opportunities and challenges facing the promotion of economic development in South Dublin County.

· Identifying the unique and particular characteristics that support ongoing economic development in the County.

· The views of local business (gained through relationships with enterprise organisations (such as the CEB), business support agencies (such as South Dublin Chamber
) and the Sustaining and Developing Business Programme). 
1.5
In considering how best to develop an economic strategy, making use of existing resources is key. Unique to South Dublin County are a series of particular areas of existing economic development. Each one has very distinct economic characteristics that allow for the identification of economic opportunity and action. The identification of these key areas allows for a structured context for the promotion of economic development in the County.

1.6
While each area has a spatial context, the purpose of these character areas is more to do with common economic characteristics. They provide opportunities to build on existing infrastructure that allows for future development potential. The five areas identified are:

A. Technology Crescent – based on Citywest Business Campus and Grange Castle business park. This is an area of significant inward investment and accommodates some of the largest industrial facilities in the County. It is an area with an emergent bio-pharma and data centre clusters.

B. Tallaght as an Integrated Town Centre – this area is the location for significant developments such as the Institute of Technology Tallaght, the Square shopping centre and Tallaght Hospital. Tallaght is also the County town for South Dublin County and has significant potential for future development.

C. LUAS Corridor – running through the heart of the County. This area is centred on lands to the east of the M50 and the Cookstown area. This area is the location for significant economic development, that is at present facing issues of evolutionary renewal including the issue of how best to utilise existing vacant buildings. In short, the area is in need of revitalisation and could be considered as a location for large scale economic development 

D. Rail Corridor – running through the northern part of the County is the main rail line serving the south and west of the country.  This important piece of infrastructure has been recently upgraded and significantly increased  in capacity. This area has significant land holdings earmarked for future development as part of a national development designation.

E. Promotion of Villages – South Dublin County has a range of towns and villages, each with its unique character. They provide a diverse range of services which can be transformed into economic opportunities, particularly in relation to the niche retail area, tourism, local produce, and events / festivals. A particular opportunity exists in the development of local events to further build on the existing niche retailing and services in these villages.

1.7
Running in conjunction with these character areas, the strategy sets out a number of cross cutting themes.  These are as follows:

· Sustaining and Developing Business – Revitalising and supporting local business and encouraging enterprise.

· Further Education and Training – Supporting opportunities for training and continuing education in the context of the changing nature of work.

· The Green Economy – Promoting the Green Economy, including renewable energy, sustainable transport and green tourism.  

The actions resulting from these cross-cutting themes need to be viewed in the context of the character area opportunities.

1,8
In short, this strategy is laid out as follows:

· A short profile of the County is set out, identifying the key economic strengths and challenges facing the County.

· Particular areas for economic development are outlined based on infrastructure and policy support that South Dublin County has pursued since its inception. This section will set out the characteristics for each area, outline the opportunities for economic development and identify resulting actions. 

· Key cross cutting themes are set out as outlined above.

· A series of broad actions that flow from the strategy are identified for each section. Arising from this work it is envisaged that a detailed series of actions will be formulated, commencing Q1 2013.

2.0
Section 2:
Profile and Characteristics of South Dublin County

2.1
The administrative area of South Dublin County is 223 sq. kilometres in extent and it is located approximately 16 kilometres south-west of Dublin City Centre. The County extends from the River Liffey in the north to the Dublin Mountains in the south and includes urban centres such as Brittas, Clondalkin, Edmondstown, Lucan, Newcastle, Palmerston, Rathcoole, Rathfarnham, Rockbrook, Saggart, Tallaght and Templeogue.

2.2
In the 2011 Census, the population of South Dublin County was recorded as 265,205 persons.  This is an increase of 7.4 % on the population in 2006.  

2.3
The County has a number of strengths that will continue to give it a competitive edge when it comes to doing business and promoting economic development.  These are set out below.

2.4
Location

2.4.1 South Dublin County Council is an integral part of the metropolitan area of Dublin. This is a core economic strength. Significant numbers of residents commute to work in the city centre and other parts of the Metropolitan Area.   Conversely, job creation in the County provides opportunities for residents of the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) to commute to work in the County.   

2.4.2 The edge-of-city location of the County and the availability of large brownfield and greenfield landholdings gives the ability to provide opportunities and play host to a variety of uses that could not easily be accommodated in an urban area but in close proximity to urban services.  

2.5
Transport 

2.5.1 South Dublin County is well situated to access the national road network.  The N7 (serving the South), N4 (serving the West) and N81 (serving the South East) all intersect with the M50 in the east of the County, which in turn gives access to other arterial routes from Dublin to other parts of the country.  

2.5.2 The section of the Kildare route railway line (to Cork/Limerick/Galway) which runs through the County has been upgraded to provide a high quality commuter service to the city centre.  The LUAS red line serves areas between Tallaght and the city centre and the recently opened extension serves residential communities in Fortunestown and Saggart and employees in Citywest business park.  

2.5.3 Smart travel projects to encourage sustainable alternatives to car travel are being piloted in homes, schools and workplaces in Lucan and Clondalkin.  

2.5.4 The local permeability projects seek to encourage walking and cycling by improving access from residential areas to schools, shops, community and leisure facilities, etc. through the identification and improvement of established but informal walking and cycling routes.  

2.6
Economic Base of the County

2.6.1 The County has a strong and diverse economic base that is well connected both to the rest of the country and wider international markets. Several blue chip national and multi-national corporations are located in Grange Castle Business Park and Citywest Business Campus including Takeda, Pfizer, Johnson & Johnson and SAP.  Many large Irish companies are also represented in the County including Kerry Foods, IAWS, and Independent News and Media.    

2.6.2 Tallaght, the County Town, plays host to a number of major institutions which are also large employers.  In addition to providing valuable services to residents and workers, the presence of these institutions also adds a critical mass to Tallaght Town Centre, reinforcing its position as County Town.

· Tallaght Hospital (The Adelaide and Meath Hospital Dublin, incorporating the National Children’s Hospital and St. Loman’s) provides child-health, adult, psychiatric and age-related healthcare on one site.  It is a provider of local, regional and national specialities. There are 625 beds in the hospital and almost 3,000 people are employed there.  It is one of the two main adult teaching hospitals of Trinity College. 

· Institute of Technology Tallaght (ITT Dublin) is the only higher education institution in South Dublin County. The student population of the Institute is over 4,600 (full-time and part-time). ITT Dublin attracts students from a wide area of Greater Dublin and surrounding counties and promotes itself as the Institute of choice for students in the immediate catchment areas of Tallaght and Clondalkin. 

· South Dublin County Council’s headquarters is located at County Hall, Tallaght.  

· The head office of County Dublin VEC is located in Tallaght town centre.  

2.6.3 There are 39 industrial estates and 46 business parks accounting for approximately 2,200 firms.   Large employment centres are located in 16 major industrial estates and 2 international business parks at Grange Castle and Citywest. The National Digital Park is situated in the Citywest Campus. 

2.6.4 To date the key economic sectors in the County are bio pharma, information technology, communications, electronics, hospitality, transport, internationally traded services and prepared food. 

2.6.5 Retailing centres in the County such as The Square in Tallaght, Liffey Valley Centre in Quarryvale, the Mill Centre Clondalkin, Rathfarnham Shopping Centre, Fortunestown shopping centre and Lucan Shopping Centre are significant sources of economic activity and employment and provide opportunity for further development and employment.

2.6.6 Analysis of rates data for 2011 shows 6,684 business premises in the County.  By far the largest category is industrial uses which accounts for 3,475 units.  The second largest sector is retail which comprises 1,602 units.  This is followed by office with 938 units.  

2.7
Natural Amenities and Cultural Opportunities 

2.7.1 South Dublin County has a variety of natural amenities including the Liffey and Dodder River Valleys, the Grand Canal and the expansive mountain area in the south.  In the context of building on and developing our tourism infrastructure and facilities there is great potential for further exploitation of these resources. In addition to providing spectacular natural settings, our natural amenities provide great recreational opportunities for those who live and work in the County and tourism opportunities for visitors.  There is also an extensive network of parks and green spaces including regional parks with facilities such as children’s play areas.  Quality of life is recognised as an important element in attracting and sustaining employment opportunities.

2.7.2 Feasibility studies are due to commence on several heritage projects including a walking and heritage trail in the Slade Valley which would link Rathcoole and Brittas via Saggart; and a study to assess and review the location for an aviation museum with national status within South Dublin County.  The Slade project is being carried out in conjunction with communities in Rathcoole, Saggart and Brittas, while the aviation museum project is a joint initiative between the Air Corps and South Dublin County Council.  The intention is to seek LEADER funding for both projects.

2.7.3 South Dublin County has a number of cultural venues including Tallaght Civic Theatre and Rua Red arts venue in Tallaght; Áras Chrónáin Irish cultural centre in Clondalkin; and Pearse Museum in Rathfarnham and Rathfarnham Castle..

2.7.4 There are seven libraries offering citizens a range of services, including the County Library in Tallaght town centre and a mobile library service. In addition to traditional book-borrowing, services include a village history site with cultural and heritage walks (apps are being developed for this); a heritage mapping facility; and a large range of free cultural events programmed every year including the Red Line Book Festival which will be an annual event commencing in November 2012.  

2.8
Energy, Utilities and Services

2.8.1 In collaboration with the Chamber of Commerce, the Council has initiated an Energy Savings SME Programme. Using its contacts with the business community, five companies have participated in a pilot project to identify energy usage and savings. It is anticipated that this project will yield significant savings. 

2.8.2 South Dublin County has been designated a Sustainable Energy Community by SEAI and the Council is involved in an EU Leadership in Energy Action Planning (LEAP) project which will result in the preparation of the South Dublin Sustainable Energy Action Plan (SEAP).  The Plan, which is at first draft stage, will identify targets and policies in the energy sphere including increased use of renewables. 
2.8.3 In 2012, in conjunction with the Council’s sign-up to the European Covenant of Mayor’s Protocol, the Council hosted a week long ‘Connect with Energy’ initiative, the purpose of which was to raise awareness of energy issues amongst homeowners and businesses. 
2.8.4 There is a proposal for the siting of a County fibre ring including identification of capacity within existing Council infrastructure.  

2.8.5 The Council continues to develop water and drainage schemes (e.g. Boherboy scheme) to further enhance the capacity of our services to support economic development. 

2.9
Relationship with Business

2.9.1 South Dublin County Council has a good working relationship with business in the County.  It has worked closely with the IDA to develop Grange Castle Business Park and has been a key player in the success of attracting foreign direct investment to the County.  This Council has also worked with Enterprise Ireland in developing enterprise centres and assisting local businesses within the County. 

2.9.2 In conjunction with South Dublin Chamber, a Sustainable Business Executive was appointed in May 2011. The post involves working closely with business to assist in sustaining and creating jobs in the County.

2.9.3 As part of the budgetary process for 2011, South Dublin County Council approved a Business Development and Sustainability Initiative.  Outcomes identified include promoting strategic and foreign direct investment in partnership with the IDA, business sustainability collaboration with South Dublin Chamber and supporting urban villages.  

2.9.4 In recognition of the difficult economic circumstances affecting businesses, the Council adopted a reduced ARV (Annual Rateable Valuation, i.e. 0.162) for South Dublin County Council for 2012 and this in turn has reduced the cost of commercial rates for ratepayers. This is the third consecutive year that the Council has reduced the ARV as part of the annual budget process and this has delivered savings of 5.3% on the cost of commercial rates to businesses since January 2010. 

2.10
Challenges

2.10.1 The positive attributes set out above give the County a competitive edge as a place to do business and promote economic development.  However, there are also a number of challenges that must be faced.

2.10.2 The general economic downturn nationally and internationally, including lack of credit and lack of consumer confidence, creates a more difficult environment for local economic regeneration.  

2.10.3 There is a consequent lack of funding for strategic infrastructural projects e.g. Metro West and additional LUAS lines.  

2.10.4 There are high levels of unemployment, particularly in disadvantaged areas of the County.  The number of people on the live register at Tallaght Social Welfare Office in July 2012 was 12,088. This compares with a figure of 3,990 five years previously in July 2007 which gives a stark impression of the marked change in circumstances for the County, its residents and workforce.  

2.10.5 There are high levels of vacancy across all business sectors. The rates data shows an overall vacancy rate of 16.5% in 2011 and vacancy rates of 17.2% and 25.6% respectively in industry and office and 11.4% in retail.  However, the real levels of vacancy could be higher due to a lag effect between vacancies occurring and manifesting themselves in rates records.  An on-the-ground survey of the Cookstown industrial area in Tallaght carried out in late 2011 showed vacancy levels of over 25%. 

2.10.6  Many of the older established industrial estates in the County suffer from a degraded physical environment which contributes towards vacancy and dereliction.  The challenge of increasing occupancy and developing a programme promoting the upgrading of the environment of older industrial estates will be an important issue for this Strategy.  

3.0
Section 3:
Character Areas

3.1
This section of the report sets out the identified character areas. As stated previously they are not ‘islands’, but instead represent unique areas for a range of economic activity. This will further enhance the diversity of economic activity in the County and allow for a structured approach for the development of key activities to underpin existing and future economic development.

3.2
Technology Crescent

3.2.1
Economic Characteristics

This is an area with significant potential centred on the  Citywest Business Campus and Grange Castle Business Park. Significant amounts of foreign direct investment have located in both areas with Grange Castle being a particular location for technology firms and bio-pharma. To date, the largest facilities have located on standalone sites mainly in Grange Castle with a wider range of specialised industrial types located in the Citywest area. The area, particularly Grange Castle, has the capacity to accommodate the largest types of industrial development. There  is  is a full range of services and utilities and good connections available with public transport facilities in close proximity to the north and south of the general area. Park and ride facilities are being considered along both the rail line and Luas, such as at Fortunestown. This area has recently seen the emergence of a cluster of data centres reflecting the latest wave of inward investment.

3.2.2
Economic Opportunities

This area has significant potential for accommodating further inward investment. Upgrades have taken place in the power infrastructure, public transport facilities and amenity facilities. While to date foreign direct investment has concentrated on large-scale single-user developments, there is significant potential to consider developing smaller more intensive commercial / industrial developments at particular locations within the area. This would be in line with the latest developments in FDI. As part of this, there is significant opportunity to consider more service-based economic developments given their location serviced by public transport and other permeability projects. In conjunction with the physical development potential of this area there is the opportunity to further enhance the use of the existing hotels in the area as locations for the accommodation of business travellers and to support ancillary leisure activities. The emerging cluster of data centres offers significant opportunity – particularly in two areas – the development of a green power esco (i.e. energy service company) but also in the promotion of serviced-based development linked to improved fibre connection. This must be balanced against the significant power demands that these data centres have.

3.2.3
Actions

· Continue to support IDA initiatives to market this area as a location for FDI.

· Maintain capacity to accommodate large-scale industrial facilities.

· Develop infrastructure services and utilities to support the emergence of serviced-based employment.

· Consider the development of a renewable energy esco to deliver power to data centres.

· Support Business Park management in developing communities of practice to make more efficient use of resources in support of the wider green economy.

· Investigate the development of high order broadband facilities in conjunction with data centre operators.

3.2.4
Actors

South Dublin County Council, IDA, County Enterprise Board/ Local Enterprise Office, Chamber of Commerce, Telecoms providers., Eirgrid.

3.3
Tallaght as an Integrated Town Centre 

3.3.1
Economic Characteristics

Since the 1960’s, Tallaght has been identified as a location for the accommodation of significant population. Over the intervening decades significant efforts have been made to develop an appropriate scale of services to accommodate this population. This work has been reinforced by the location of South Dublin County Council headquarters in Tallaght, following the splitting up of Dublin County Council into three constituent local authorities in the early 1990’s.  Successive County Development Plans have earmarked lands in Tallaght as the County town where large-scale development would be accommodated. Furthermore, significant efforts have been made to develop this area as an integrated town centre; this has included the provision of Luas. This area has accommodated large-scale developments including Tallaght Hospital, Institute of Technology Tallaght, the Square shopping centre, and County Hall campus incorporating library, arts centre and theatre.  

The area is the subject of an integrated Local Area Plan, is well served by public transport and has significant opportunity both for future development and the promotion of linkages between existing large-scale developments.

3.3.2
Economic Opportunities

There is significant underutilisation of the existing built retail developments in this area.  Addressing this problem would have the effect of further improving the retail and services offered in the area. This should be coupled with the potential for renewing the Square, linked with wider developments in the area and integration with the Luas and other existing commercial and civic facilities. Given the scale of Tallaght Hospital, there is the capacity to consider the development of a medical quarter making use of existing vacant developments.  There is potential for linking such development with the ITT and their Synergy centre. Given the scale and close proximity of large energy users, capacity exists for the development of local energy initiatives and the promotion of improved use of renewable energy.

3.3.3
Actions

· Consider how best to support the renewal of the Square Shopping Centre as a retailing destination.

· Investigate and support the development of a medical quarter to make use of exiting vacant developments in close proximity to the Hospital.

· Support the development of links between the Institute of Technology Tallaght and the Tallaght Hospital.

· Continue to support the development of improved permeability and linkage throughout the town centre lands.

· Continue to develop Tallaght as an area for the use of renewable energy.

· Develop local renewable energy initiatives particularly between the Tallaght Hospital, County Hall, Institute of Technology Tallaght and the Square.

3.3.4
Actors

South Dublin County Council, Tallaght Hospital, Institute of Technology Tallaght, Chamber.

3.4
Luas Corridor

3.4.1
Characteristics

This area runs through the heart of the economic / industrial area of the County, particularly to the east of the M50 but also including a significant area around Cookstown, north of Tallaght Town Centre. This area is characterised by large-scale industrial and commercial activity with a wide range of activities ongoing. It has slowly evolved over the decades and there are a wide range of development types and land uses located therein. Currently the areas could be considered to be in general transition. There is significant underutilisation of existing industrial facilities. However the area is in close proximity to the City centre, large population centres and the national road and rail network. The area is essentially industrial in both appearance and nature.

3.4.2
Opportunities

The location of existing developed industrial land in close proximity to the City centre which is underutilised gives rise to the capacity for the development of more intensive forms of economic activity. Given the scale of the area, this can take place in an evolutionary manner which would allow for the character of the area to alter slowly over time. Access has been greatly improved to this area and there is the further opportunity to improve linkage through the development of new links and Luas stops, particularly in the vicinity of the Long Mile road / N7 junction. The introduction of more service-type activity would allow for smaller more intensive activities to be introduced that would build on the locational and transport advantages of the area. Reuse and development of this area would result in a reduction in the levels of vacancy and the consequent issues of dereliction. The County Development Plan has revised the zoning approach in this general area with the introduction of a new zoning objective (EP1) which seeks to promote and assist in the development of more intensive development at appropriate locations.

3.4.3
Actions

· Continue to support economic development in this area.

· Consider the future development of the areas identified EP1 (Enterprise Priority One) in the South Dublin County Development Plan 2010-2016.  This should be based on the promotion of more serviced based activities.

· Investigate the development of improved services in the area, particularly telecoms infrastructure.

3.4.4
Actors

South Dublin County Council, South Dublin Chamber, telecom service providers, Rail Procurement Agency.

3.5
Rail Corridor

3.5.1
Characteristics

Running through the centre of the County is the key national rail line serving the south and west of the country. In the last number of years this has been doubled in capacity as far as Hazelhatch. In conjunction with this work, significant land holdings have been earmarked for development, the bulk based on a national development designation. This area forms a key movement corridor in the County. While the area is predominantly residential in nature this is not exclusively the case. Furthermore the area is in close proximity to both the technology crescent and the Luas corridor with direct linkage at Heuston Station in Dublin City and planned linkages with Metro West at Clonburris.

3.5.2
Opportunities

This area has significant land holdings which are identified and planned for substantial development. Their location in close proximity to the rail corridor; the amenity corridor along the Grand Canal and the enterprise lands of the technology crescent reinforces the continued opportunity for their development particularly as part of the development of the green economy. Substantial public investment has been made in improving the rail line with the separation of national and local trains. However the potential of this rail line is significantly underutilised. As part of the wider development of the County, there is a clear need for the identification of an appropriate stop for national rail services in the County. The rail corridor is in close proximity to the lands at Grange Castle and wider enterprise lands, as well as lands identified for other forms of development. Linking national rail services to development opportunities in the County would assist in the development of a coherent approach to the green economy. 

3.5.3
Actions

· Seek regular stopping of national rail services within the County.

· Continue to build on improving linkage between the rail line, amenity corridor and the rest of the County.

· Maintain support for the continued development of the Strategic Development Zones.

3.5.4
Actors

South Dublin County Council, IDA, South Dublin Chamber, National Transport Authority.

3.6
Promotion of Villages

3.6.1
Characteristics

While each town and village has its own unique attributes, they can be generally classified as being hubs for local services and retailing. They further act as centres for local community and civic activity and have been at the centre of civic improvements by the local authority. It is a core development plan objective to consolidate, strengthen and improve our existing villages.

3.6.2
Opportunities

Particular opportunities exist for future development in each village building on the unique selling points of each one and to further build on existing strong voluntary efforts for initiatives such as the Tidy Towns.  Key opportunities include; temporary occupation / uses of both buildings and spaces; identifying and developing key local characteristics; public events to confirm the values of linkages, urban space and local services; and the development of local energy initiatives which may include improved energy efficiency, small-scale renewable energy facilities and exploring the area of energy sharing. There is a particular opportunity in a number of towns and villages for linking of tourism with local festivals and events and the exploration of local food production linked to local services and retailing. Through the development of unique selling points which take account of visitor attractions, there is the opportunity for a wider approach to be taken to the development of local and international tourism and the development of our towns and villages as ‘gateways’ to the natural amenities of the County.

3.6.3
Actions

· Identify in conjunction with stakeholders unique attributes of each village.

· Produce locally-based village plans to assist in the improvement of the public realm 
and the quality of life.

· Initiate the development of free wi-fi in town and village centres in order to increase 
footfall.

· Further develop a programme of local events / festivals.

· Investigate the development of local energy initiatives.

· Work with local business to develop pop-up shops / temporary uses.

· Facilitate the development of links between local food producers and local 
restaurants.

· Consider opportunities to support niche retailing.

3.6.4
Actors

South Dublin County Council, South Dublin Chamber and affiliated local chambers, local stakeholders.

4.0
Section 4:
Cross Cutting Themes

4.1
A key factor in developing an economic strategy for the County is the consideration of particular issues which cut across a range of areas. These include the development and support of local business; the need for the support of further education and training, particularly in the context of the changing nature of work; and the development of the green economy.  

4.2
Crossing-Cutting Theme 1: Sustaining and Developing Business
4.2.1
South Dublin County has a wide range of economic activity, the development of which should be maintained and supported. It is important that this sector is not overlooked in the drive to introduce new business. The existing businesses have displayed a resilience and determination to succeed, simply by the fact that they still exist in 2012. Although recovery in the economy has not officially begun, these businesses have shown that they can take control of their own destiny by identifying markets and adjusting to suit the new economy.

4.2.2
The wide range of businesses that exist provide a mutually beneficial system in which employment is provided for a wide range of people from within the County – with varying degrees of education and skill levels. This in itself is invaluable, and should be encouraged as it is important that enterprise is developed for the benefit of the County and its residents. 

4.2.3
Following consultation with businesses over the past few years – through relationships with enterprise organisations (such as the CEB), business support agencies (such as South Dublin Chamber) and the Sustaining and Developing Business Programme, a range of issues facing business has been identified.  These issues are set out below:

4.2.3.1 Helping to influence consumer and business confidence
This is an area of widespread concern that is regularly highlighted by people in business.  Businesses are operating in an environment of constant negative press regarding the economic climate from the national media in addition to government messages that can easily be interpreted as negative.

4.2.3.2 Encourage local spending and local business 

A key area to be supported is the continued development of tourism in the County. In particular to build on the success of the South Dublin Tourism Company in attracting events into this County and developing links between hotel events and other facilities, such as Tallaght stadium. The ongoing promotion of tourism is being linked with our towns and villages to support local business and spending.
4.2.3.3 This is an area that local businesses feel very strongly about.  ‘Think Local’ was an initiative of the South Dublin County Development Board to create and develop community awareness of the advantages and benefits of supporting local business and community facilities. 

4.2.3.4 Tendering and procurement processes
SMEs have issues with the perceived and (sometimes) real complexity of public procurement. There has been some work done on this (2 procurement events in association with SDCEB and SD Chamber).

4.2.3.5 
The Shadow Economy

The Shadow Economy is having a significant negative impact on business and trade.  Although this area falls under the remit of the Garda Siochana and Customs, more co-operation between all players as well as public information / awareness on the impact of this for consumers could help. This is particularly relevant to the retail sector within the County. 

4.2.3.5
Retail Sector

The retail sector needs particular support because it provides a wide range of jobs for people of varied skills levels, in addition to recycling money directly back to the local economy through rates, sales, local spending as well as employment.

4.2.3.6
Costs of Doing Business

The costs of doing business are a continuing concern.  There are areas that local government can influence including rates, utilities (water, waste, and energy), application and other costs.  As stated earlier, it is of note that for the third consecutive year, the Council has reduced the ARV (Annual Rateable Valuation) as part of the annual budget process and that this has delivered savings on the cost of commercial rates to businesses.

4.2.3.7
ICT and Social Media

Businesses require assistance with keeping up to date with ICT and social media, particularly utilising the skills and information available within the local authority

4.2.4
A core supporting initiative is the development of the Local Enterprise Office (LEO). This will bring together the range of activities being carried out by state actors, such as the Council and the County Enterprise boards, to support local enterprise.  The LEO under the auspices of the Council will act as a ‘one-stop-shop’ for small and micro business in the County. They will provide a range of services such as advice, information on accessing public procurement, access to supports and funding and support for the progression of high growth companies to appropriate Enterprise Ireland supports. Work is ongoing on putting in place the LEO framework and building on the South Dublin County Enterprise board located in County Hall.
4.2.5
Actions 

· Develop the Local Enterprise Office to act as a ‘one-stop-shop’ for advice and 
support for business in the County.

· Help to influence consumer and business confidence.

· Encourage local spending and local business.

· Provide assistance for SMEs with tendering and procurement processes.

· Raise awareness and promote cooperation between relevant agencies to combat 
the shadow economy.

· Provide support to the retail sector.

· Work towards reducing the costs of doing business.

· Provide assistance to businesses with ICT and social media, particularly utilising the 
skills and information available within the local authority.

· Build on the existing good working relationship between the Council and the 
Chamber.  

4.2.6
Actors

Local business, South Dublin Chamber, South Dublin County Council, Local Enterprise Office.

4.3
Cross-Cutting Theme 2: Further Education and Training

4.3.1
To ensure that South Dublin County can compete in the knowledge economy and in other emergent economic sectors, education, skills and training will be an important priority.  There have been some positive developments in this area – between 1995 and 2010, the proportion of South Dublin County’s population with third level education increased from 12.6% to 30.8%, a growth slightly above that which occurred nationally during the period.

4.3.2 However, the disadvantaged areas of the County in particular continue to be characterised by low levels of educational attainment.  The challenge here is twofold: (a) to provide employment in the County that matches the education and skills level of its citizens and (b) to upskill people in order to increase their capacity to be employed and enable them to access better quality employment.  Increasing the accessibility of job opportunities for residents will have the effect of improving life for those who want to work but are currently constrained, and expanding the productive labour resource of the County.  

4.3.3 Upskilling requires a greater alignment between the further education and training sector and the labour market in the County.  In this regard, it is vital that the areas of current and future skills shortages such as those identified by the Expert Group on future Skills Needs (Link: Expert Group on Future Skills Needs (EGFSN) - Home ) are taken into consideration.  (The Expert Group on Future Skills Needs (EGFSN) advises the Irish Government on current and future skills needs of the economy and on other labour market issues that impact on Ireland’s enterprise and employment growth).

4.3.4 Education and skills plans should be developed, that would better link workplace skills requirements / opportunities to education and training, helping to deliver people with the right skills to employers and improve the employment prospects of residents. As part of this, improving the accessibility of third level and further education across the County is a vital measure.  The development of a wide variety of courses and options is to be encouraged such as PLCs and local training initiatives. The specific needs of employers and employees should be defined.  Informal training courses that match the business needs of various sectors should be provided.

4.3.5 Reducing the requirement to travel to training opportunities can facilitate upskilling.  In order to do this, locally-based training programmes need to be developed, potentially located in community facilities throughout the County.  Liaison between industry and training agencies needs to be facilitated in order to justify and develop an increased number of locally-based courses.  

4.3.6 The enterprise agenda, including social enterprise, should be developed in schools, third level education facilities and communities in the County.  Effective actions which inspire people to consider self employment – such as talks by local entrepreneurs – will contribute to raising the rate of entrepreneurial activity in the County. Social economy projects should be explored and supported.
4.3.7
The County has two major institutions which in addition to being large employers, also play a key training role in the County – Institute of Technology, Tallaght and Tallaght Hospital.

4.3.8
Institute of Technology Tallaght

Institute of Technology Tallaght (ITT Dublin) is the sole higher education institution in South Dublin County. The student population of the Institute is over 4,600 (full-time and part-time). ITT Dublin attracts students from a wide area of Greater Dublin and surrounding counties. Over eighty per cent of full time students come from the main Dublin and South Dublin County postal districts and ten percent of this cohort comprises mature students. According to ITT’s Strategic Plan 2009-2014, these figures ‘reflect the relationship the Institute has developed with schools, employers and communities in the region who see the Institute of Technology Tallaght as their preferred third level college’.
ITT Dublin is also now a leader in research and innovation in the Institute of Technology sector. Research activity has continued to grow since it reached critical mass in the early 2000’s. The Institute has developed a portfolio of prioritised research areas with an applied or translational focus, with an appropriate level of underlying fundamental research. The Synergy Centre at ITT Dublin is the innovation centre of South Dublin County, providing office space and business supports to early-stage enterprises. The Synergy Centre focuses on the high technology and knowledge intensive sectors. Their aim is to enable industry and academia to interact to create viable enterprises for South Dublin County that will secure the County’s future in terms of job creation, innovation and export potential. The identification, protection and exploitation of intellectual property arising from this research are also key activities, as is further development of the Institute’s enterprise development activities.

4.3.9
Tallaght Hospital

The Adelaide and Meath Hospital Dublin, Incorporating the National Children's Hospital and St. Loman's, is a landmark development in Ireland's acute hospital service and was the biggest healthcare project ever undertaken by the state. It provides child-health, adult, psychiatric and age-related healthcare on one site. There are 600 beds in the hospital and almost 3,000 people are employed.  The Hospital is a provider of local, regional, supra-regional and national specialities.  It is also a National Urology Centre, a Regional Dialysis Centre and a Regional Orthopaedic Trauma Centre. The Hospital is one of the two main teaching hospitals of Trinity College.

4.3.10
Actions 

· Improve links between higher education and enterprise, in particular involving Institute of Technology Tallaght Synergy Centre and Tallaght Hospital.  

· Build the availability of third level education in the County through the development of outreach facilities.

· Ensure that education and training match employment needs, particularly in emerging economic sectors.

· Develop integrated education and skills plans, upskilling the workforce.

· Continue to take action to address barriers that prevent residents taking up employment, education and training.

· Develop and encourage the enterprise agenda, including social enterprise.

· Provide locally-based training opportunities in areas throughout the County.

It is understood that the socio-economic committee structure will inform the basis for the above actions.

4.3.11
Actors

South Dublin County Council,  Institute of Technology Tallaght, Tallaght Hospital, South Dublin Chamber, County Enterprise Board/ Local Enterprise Office, Innovation Enterprise Network, Local Development Companies, Fás/Solas, South Dublin County Childcare Committee, VEC, Department of Social Protection, schools. 
4.4
Cross-Cutting Theme 3: The Green Economy

4.4.1
Introduction

The term ‘green economy’ covers a wide range of commercial activities which contribute to a reduced carbon footprint and better use of energy and resources. A number of factors such as increasing fossil fuel prices, environmental legislation, consumer preferences and targets for renewable energy and reduction of emissions have contributed to create significant opportunities worldwide for growth and employment in these green sectors.  The green economy brings benefits to all – businesses stand to make great savings through engaging in more sustainable practices (e.g. transport, energy); while there are also significant business opportunities in the area of renewable energy technologies. This section sets out a strategic approach to considering how best to maximise the opportunities the green economy has to offer for South Dublin County Council.

While broad, the green economy can be broken into three general areas of activity:

· Improved efficiency of process resulting in reduced carbon use and output. This area includes the use of renewable energy, improved insulation, more efficient production and transport. In short this category is about more efficient use of resources and the controlling of costs.

· The creation and manufacturing of new and improved equipment and services such as wind turbines or particular software that allows for more efficient energy use. In short this category is about a product or service that is produced and sold.

· The development of sustainable communities that link efficient use of land in a coherent fashion that limits the use of carbon and improves resilience to climate change and energy costs.

This section will deal with each in turn. However, all three strongly overlap. Furthermore, it aligns with the Government’s ‘Action Plan for Jobs’ (February 2012) which identifies key sub-sectors of the green economy as including renewable energy; smart grid development; energy efficient products and services; lower carbon transport; waste/wastewater treatment; waste management, recovery and recycling; environmental consultancy; green financial services; and green tourism.   

4.4.2
More efficient energy use

This area encompasses both the use of energy on the one hand and the limiting of energy expenditure on the other. The key areas relate to the development and use of more sustainable forms of energy and the promotion of improved mobility that is not as reliant on fossil fuels. It seeks to improve resilience to fluctuations in the price of fossil fuels, reduce reliance on imports whilst tackling wider issues of greenhouse emissions.

South Dublin County Council has embarked on a series of policy initiatives in this area to give practical support to tackling the above issues. These include:

· In collaboration with the Chamber of Commerce, the Council has initiated an Energy Savings SME Programme. Using its contacts with the business community, five companies have participated in a pilot project to identify energy usage and savings. 

· South Dublin County has been designated a Sustainable Energy Community by SEAI and the Council is involved in an EU Leadership in Energy Action Planning (LEAP) project.  In this regard the Council is working on:

·  Investigating the development of a renewable energy esco (energy services company) to deliver power in Tallaght town centre and in Grange Castle Business Park.

· Smart travel projects to encourage sustainable alternatives to car travel are being piloted in homes, schools and workplaces in Lucan and Clondalkin.  

Other areas that  will be explored are the areas of improved insulation both for commercial and residential developments and the area of considering improved logistics movements through the more efficient use of HGV’s. The Council will continue to develop conduits for the practical application of more energy efficient methods of working and travel.

4.4.3
Development of ‘Green’ products and services

While improved processes do bring economic benefits both to the user and the County there is the opportunity to build on our existing economic base to leaver further added value. This County has significant advantages to attract and support enterprises in the green economy. The national need for the development of a cluster of green companies has been identified. Given the location of Grange Castle proximate to sustainable communities and amenity areas but with significant capacity and a proven track record for delivery of projects, it does have the potential to become a ‘Green’ business park. This would allow for the demonstration of particular technology approaches in areas such as energy use, building technology and water use, while allowing for the development of appropriate production facilities. The potential for development of this concept  will be explored.

4.4.4
Supporting Sustainable Communities

The green economy is clearly not isolated from the rest of society. Indeed for its potential to be fully utilised, the green economy must be intimately linked to societal actions. This gives rise to the question of how the green economy can be further integrated into wider societal development. South Dublin has unique existing advantages to so do. In close proximity are Grange Castle and the wider industrially zoned lands, two Strategic Development Zones, the main national rail corridor and the amenity corridor of the Grand Canal. This area is surrounded to the south and west by open countryside which could be used for the growing of locally produced food, or the development of carbon offset mechanisms.

While this concept would appear to be broad in nature, the main building blocks are in place and well developed. It would further enhance the development of the green economy and give a practical demonstration of the intimate links between improved process, production of goods and services and the wider demonstration of sustainable living.

4.4.5
Section Conclusion 

While the concept of the green economy is broad there are practical steps which can be taken that in a coherent way articulate its essence. There are opportunities at the micro individual level to have more efficient processes that reduce the use of carbon and limit costs but also at the larger scale through the development of locations that support the development and manufacturing of goods and services that allow for more efficient process and the widest level of supporting more efficient living and working.

4.4.6 Actions

· Continue to develop best practice models emerging from local projects such as the LEAP and SEAP but also those emerging from the Innovation Dublin Initiative.

· Support the development of the green economy particularly in the areas of mobility, energy and water usage and sustainable communities.

Conclusion.

This strategy sets out a clear platform for the continued economic development of South Dublin County. Through using the character areas and cross cutting themes as a prism there is a clear rationale to support a range of economic development approaches. It also sets out to support the creation of robust and sustainable jobs as a priority. In short, this strategy gives the basis for the development of South Dublin County that is sustainable, resilient and adaptable to a changing world while building on the relationship between agencies and business in the County and enhancing existing collaboration.

This Council is ambitious in its support of economic development; this is articulated through the strategy outlined above
 and will be further supported by the subsequent action plan which will drive the delivery of identified outcomes.”
The report was NOTED.  
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STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - TRANSPORTATION STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE
(i)  Report of Meeting 8th November 2012
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“PRESENT
	Members
	Officials

	Cllr  C. Brophy
	J. McLoughlin Senior Engineer

	Cllr E. Tuffy
	A. O’Mullane Senior Executive Engineer

	Cllr T. Ridge
	

	Cllr P. Cosgrave
	

	Cllr E. Coburn
	

	Cllr AM Dermody
	

	Cllr J. Lahart
	

	Mr. Tom. Newton
	

	Ms. Betty Tyrell Collard
	

	Apologies: Cllr W Lavelle, Cllr C Jones, Mr. K Farrell, Mr. M Moran 
	


Cllr. Colm Brophy chaired the meeting

Headed Item 1 – Confirmation and Re-affirmation of Minutes

The minutes of meeting of Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 6th September 2012 were proposed by Mr. Tom Newton and seconded by Cllr John Lahart and agreed.

Headed Item 2 – Presentation by Veolia

Mr. Brian Brennan M.D., Mr. Vincent Eaves, Commercial Director and Mr Dan Quill Director of Security and Compliance representatives from Veolia attended the Transportation SPC Meeting. Mr. Eaves made a presentation to the SPC on issues relating to Antisocial Behavior on the Red Luas line. Members of the committee welcomed the presentation and following contributions from Mr Tom Newton, Cllr Ridge, Cllr Dermody, Cllr Cosgrave and Cllr Brophy queries raised were responded to by the Veolia representatives

The Report was Noted.
Headed Item 3 – Regional Roads Directional Signage Programme Presentation

Mr. Andrew O Mullane SEE updated the committee on the Regional Roads signage strategy which is funded by way of DOEHLG grant on an annual basis.

Following contributions from Councilors Lahart, Ridge, Carmody and Coburn. Mr. McLoughlin and Mr. O Mullane responded and the report was NOTED.
Headed Item 4 – HGV Mobility within the County Update

Mr. A O’Mullane, Senior Executive Engineer presented an update report on the HGV mobility in the County based on the deliberations of the joint subcommittee of both the Economic Development SPC and the Transportation SPC. The report was noted and it was agreed that further discussion would take place at a future meeting of the committee.

Headed Item 5 – A.O.B.
A request was made that Bus Atha Cliath be invited to the committee to discuss the public transport provision in the County with reference to the Regulator of same and service level agreements.

The meeting concluded at 6.55 p.m”.     

The report was NOTED.  

(ii) Minutes of Meeting 6th September 2012 

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Present:


 Elected Members:

Councillor C. Brophy






Councillor E. Coburn






Councillor P. Cosgrave


Councillor A.M. Dermody


Councillor E. Tuffy 

  Non Elected Members:
Mr. T Newton


Council Officials: 

Mr. T O’Grady, Senior Engineer.


Mr. A, O’Mullane, Senior Executive Engineer

Apologies for inability to attend were received from Cllr. E. Higgins, Cllr J. Lahart, Cllr W. Lavelle, Cllr T. Ridge, Mr. K. Farrell, Ms. N. Maher and Mr. M. Moran.


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Brophy presided.

1.
Confirmation of Minutes

On the proposal of Mr. Tom Newton, seconded by Cllr. E. Tuffy, the Minutes of the meeting of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 17th May 2012 were CONFIRMED and APPROVED as a true record and signed by the Cathaoirleach.

2. Update on Intelligent Transport System - ITS Ireland.

An Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Colm Brophy welcomed Mr. Scott Fennelly from ITS Ireland. Mr. Fennelly (I.T.S. Ireland) delivered a presentation to the members of the Transportation SPC on the role of ITS Ireland in promoting  the development and deployment of Intelligent Transport Systems and Services for safer, more efficient and more sustainable transport.
The Councillors welcomed the presentation and Cllr P. Cosgrave asked that ITS Ireland would come back to the Transportation SPC after their planned conference in 2013 with a further update, other queries raised were responded to by Mr. Scott Fennelly.

3. European Mobility Week 16-22nd September 2012

Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer updated the members on Mobility Week giving the background to the initiative and an update on events and activities planned during the course of the week. This year’s theme is “Moving in the Right Direction” Moving towards a sustainable and efficient transport system will help enhance mobility and at the same time reduce pollution and improve the quality of life in cities.  European Mobility Week looks at Sustainable Urban Mobility Planning as a way to balance transport development, environmental quality and social equity.

During the week Mr. O’ Grady outlined a range of activities and events which will be held in South Dublin such as an open day at Fonthill Railway Station in conjunction with Irish Rail, Bicycle maintenance classes at Bawnogue Community Centre, Public Cycles and Travel Smart Communities schools series of talks 

Following contributions from Mr. T. Newton, Cllr. C. Brophy, Cllr A.M. Dermody Mr. O’Grady responded and the report was NOTED.
4. Salt Bin Policy for Residential Areas

Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer presented a report on the Salt Bin Pilot Scheme for Residential Areas.

Following contributions from Cllr. P. Cosgrave and Cllr. C. Brophy the committee recommended that 2 Bins extra per Electoral Area be provided at locations to be agreed at Area Committee meetings.

Mr. O’Grady responded and advised members that he would proceed on this basis and would bring suggested locations to each Area Committee for agreement.
5.
A.O.B.
a) The members requested that an item on HGV ban be included on the agenda for the next SPC


b) Mr. T. Newton requested that the RPA be asked to outline the position regarding the Fox & Geese Stop.

The meeting concluded at 6.50 p.m.



 _______________                              _______________
Councillor C. Brophy                             Date
Cathaoirleach”
The minutes were NOTED.  

H4d)/1212
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - ARTS, CULTURE, GAEILGE, EDUCATION & LIBRARIES STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE
(i)  Report of Meeting 13th November 

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Members:
Cllr P Cosgrave – Chair

Cllr M Duff

Cllr J Hannon

Cllr G O’Connell

Sectoral
Dympna Quinn

Lyuba Moore

Officials:
Emer O’Gorman, SEO

Orla Scannell, Arts Officer

Item 1        Confirmation of September 2012 Meeting held on September 2012
The minutes of the last meeting were proposed by Cllr Cosgrave and seconded by Cllr O’Connell

 Item 2        Presentation from Harambee - Mukuru Education Fund.
Mr Brian McCormack sent his apologies for not being able to make his presentation to the meeting.  E. O’Gorman asked that the item be deferred to the next meeting.

It was agreed to defer the presentation until the next meeting.

Item 2        South Dublin County Council Draft Arts Development Strategy 2011-2015
Art Officer, Orla Scannell delivered a report on the Draft Arts Development Plan.

 The report focused on:-

 ·       Consultation process

·        Presentation of the plan to the SPC

·        Implementation plan

·        Request for approval of the Plan

Cllr Cosgrave thanked Ms Scannell for her updated report.

It was NOTED that the South Dublin County Council Arts Development Plan 2011- 2015 would now be submitted as a Headed Item to the next Council meeting for approval.

Item 3        AOB
There were no items for discussion

The meeting concluded at 6.15 pm.”

The report was NOTED. 
(ii) Minutes of Meeting 11th September 2012
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Members:

Cllr P Cosgrave – Chair

Cllr M Devine

Cllr A M Dermody

Cllr M Duff

Cllr J Hannon

Cllr G O’Connell

Sectoral

Dympna Quinn

Lyuba Moore

Officials:

Philip Murphy, Director of Service

Georgina Byrne, County Librarian

Mary Maguire, SEO

Guest:

Ms. Alwiye Xyusein, AKIDWA

Item 1
Confirmation of May 2012 Meeting held on May 2012
The minutes of the last meeting were proposed by Cllr Cosgrave and seconded by Cllr Duff

Item 2
Presentation from  AKIDWA 

Chair Councillor Paddy Cosgrave welcomed Ms Alwiye Xyusein from AKIDWA to the meeting.

Ms Xyusein’s presentation focused on:

· Background to establishment of the charitable organisation- to address racism, isolation and GBV

· Membership numbers and origins

· Staffing levels and funding

· Values of the organisation

· 4 Key Strategies and focus of work programme

· Specific work in relation to FGM

· Challenges facing the organisation

Cllr Cosgrave thanked Ms Xyusein for the presentation and a discussion ensued with specific reference to the following

· Laudable cause of AKIDWA in times when gender balance is a topical issue, including level of political representation

· History of injustices towards women in Ireland particularly in  gynaecological area

· Integration and use / lack of use by African women of women’s’ refuges as a direct consequence of current Welfare system 

· Health problems, particularly mental health issues associated primarily with long-term impact of FGM 

Following the discussion Cllr Cosgrave committed to making representation in relation to the issues raised to his TD and asked other members to do likewise.

Item 3
Update on South Dublin County Library Development Plan 

County Librarian Ms Georgina Byrne delivered a presentation on progress with advancing the new Library Development Plan 
The presentation focused on:

· Statutory basis for the plan 

· Work undertaken to date

· Significant achievements of previous 2007-2011 plan

· 8 Strands of the new framework

· Outline of Library membership mapping

· Roadmaps to service delivery - Demographic and socio-economic trends 

· Haase Deprivation Index

· Core strands and crosscutting themes

· Challenges and vision incl bridging an infrastructural deficit

Cllr Cosgrave thanked Ms Byrne for the presentation and a discussion ensued with specific reference to the following

· Implications of increasing demand for eBooks versus traditional requirements for  hard copy book 

· Copy of draft plan to be made available and to be discussed at Area Level

· Palmerston – Acknowledging Stewarts Hospital but disappointment that Palmerston Digital Hub has moved into 3rd position

Ms Byrne and Mr Murphy responded to the issues raised as follows:

· It was agreed to circulate a copy of the draft plan to all Councillors as the formal / statutory process will require resolution of full Council at Council Meeting.

· While eBooks are on the increase for recreational use (holidays/ travel) studies show that demand for traditional paper books continue.

· Digital Hub for Palmerston can be progressed and the County Librarian agreed to meet with Cllr O’Connell to look towards use of the local community centre    

· Deliberate and targeted efforts are being made to secure the necessary funding to deliver the objectives of the plan.    

Cllr Cosgrave thanked Ms Byrne for the presentation and wished the Library service continued success.

It was NOTED that the South Dublin Library Development Plan 2012-2016 would now be submitted as a Headed Item to the next Council meeting for approval.

Item 4
Update on Red Line Book Festival 

County Librarian Ms. Georgina Byrne presented details of the forthcoming festival with focus on the following:

· Key Dates 

· What the festival us about

· Participating authors

· Venues

· Summary of What’s On

· TEDX

· Marketing the event(s)

Cllr Cosgrave and members of the committee thanked Ms Byrne for the presentation and wished her well with this new initiative.

Item 5
AOB

· Mr Philip Murphy confirmed next meeting date: Tuesday 13th  November 2012 @ 5.30pm.

· Before the meeting closed Cllr Cosgrave formally welcomed Lyuba Moore to her first meeting and extended his thanks and best wished to John Conroy who recently tendered his resignation from the SPC

· It was agreed that a presentation on the Harambee Education Fund (Voluntary Organisation providing educational scholarships to children living in slums of Nairobi, Kenya) will be delivered at the next SPC meeting by Brian MacCormack).”
The minutes were NOTED.  

H4e)/1212
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - SPORTS, RECREATION, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & PARKS STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE
(i)  Report of Meeting 14th November 2012

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
 
“Attendance
	Members
	Officials

	Cllr  C. King
	B. Coman Director of Housing, Social  & Community Development

	Cllr G. Kenny
	W. Sheils Senior, Executive Officer Community Services

	Cllr P. Cosgrave
	P. Swayne,  Sport & Recreation Officer

	Cllr D Looney
	Thos McDermot,  Sports Partnership  Coordinator 

	Cllr E  Higgins
	Barry Ferguson,   F.A.I. Officer

	Cllr M. Duff
	

	Cllr M. McDonagh
	

	S Reid
	

	C. Johnston
	

	C. McCartney
	


An Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Cathal King presided.

1. Minutes of previous meeting held on  5th September 2012

Proposed:  C. King

Seconded: P. Cosgrave

2. Matters Arising   - none

3. F.A.I. Hub Presentation

Barry Ferguson F.A.I. Officer gave  a detailed Presentation on F.A.I Hub soccer, entitled Project F.U.T.S.A.L. (Football Used Towards Social Advancement and Learning)  The idea behind Project F.U.T.S.A.L. which is Part funded by Ireland Wales Programme 2007-2013 is to:
· Develop 12 Education Hubs coordinated by FAI/WFT staff. 
· 30 participants each Hub

· adult education/ football education 
· Volunteer work hours 

· Pan-Disability Football Clubs 

· Education Exchanges 
· Research into Using  football as a social inclusion too
Barry referred to Collinstown Park Community College Hub which commenced in September 2012. 
Barry responded to questions regarding this project, Cllr King thanked  Barry for his  very informative  presentation.

4. Sports Partnership Strategy  Update  

Thos McDermott, Sports  Partnership Co Coordinator outlined the SDCC Sports Strategy and  updated  all members on a number of   Actions that Sports Partnership are introducing with a view to  increasing participation in Sport & Physical Activity within the South Dublin area. Mr McDermott and B. Coman Director responded to any questions relating to presentation. B. Coman highlighted areas that needed to be progressed while acknowledging the vast amount of achievements to date. Mainly need to focus on Communication Policy and to set up a sub committee to work towards feeding into the Strategy Review due in 2013.

The following members undertook to work on the sub committee:

Cllr C. King Mayor

Cllr E Higgins

Cllr D Looney

S Reid and C. McCartney 

B Coman also referred to the benefits to clubs and organisations of Social Media and highlighted the seminar for clubs organised by the Sports Partnership on Saturday 17th November 2012 at 9.30am at Red Cow Hotel.

5. COMMUNITY CENTRE NETWORK 

W. Sheils gave a report on Community Centres Network which was set up three years ago   but in recent times the CCN has not been meeting on a regular basis and in order to carry out a revitalisation of the CCN, it is proposed to form a group to consider and recommend an appropriate and more suitable structure for the Network. This group should include Community Centre representatives, Community Department officials and SPC members in order to get the best blend of ideas for forming a new model for the CCN.    A discussion ensued regarding the setting up of a new Committee to which Cllr C. King contributed.

The following members indicated their willingness to be part of the Committee:

Cllr P Cosgrave

Cllr C King Mayor

S Reid

C Johnston
a) PLAY2LEARN

W. Sheils gave a report on the PLAY2LEARN concept of encouraging Children to play golf in a relaxed and non competitive environment. It is essentially a different approach to teaching children how to play golf – no emphasis on grip, swing etc, just a fun way of learning, thus catering for children  who are not particularly  competitive or athletic.  

Previous projects to encourage children to play golf have been well attended but it appears that there were little or no long term benefits. The Play2Learn method is much more engaging with less emphasis on the technical requirements of the game, and more concentration on the children enjoying themselves. This involves simple little games which help the children to acquire the basic skills necessary without an overload of technical information or instruction.

There are already a number of schools who have tried out Play2Learn and the feedback has been very positive. The Community Services Department is considering the development of a pilot programme that would fit in with the Play2Learn concept and which would give children an opportunity to learn how to play golf in an enjoyable and inexpensive way.

Golf is a game which can be played by young and old, men and women, all through their lives, and conforms very well with the Life Cycle approach to living. It is also a game that can be played by children who may find themselves unsuited to the physically competitive traditional field sports, and as such, is invaluable in encouraging children to get involved who might not otherwise do so.       

Meeting concluded at 7.15 pm.”
The report was NOTED.  

(ii) Minutes of Meeting 5th September 2012

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Attendance
	Members
	Officials

	Cllr Cathal King
	B. Coman  Director of Housing, Social  & Community Development

	Cllr T. Ridge
	B. Sheehan, Senior Parks Superintendent

	Cllr P. Cosgrave
	M. Hannon Senior Executive Parks Superintendent

	Cllr. D. Looney
	T. McDermott  Local Sports Partnership  Coordinator

	Cllr. B. Lawlor
	P. Swayne, Sport & Recreation Officer

	Cllr. M. McDonagh 
	G. McGibbon South Dublin County Tourism Manager

	Cllr. T. Delaney
	D. Bowes Administrative Officer, Community Services Dept

	C. Johnston
	

	C. McCartney
	

	S. Reid
	

	J. Coughlan
	


An Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Cathal King presided.

1. Confirmation of Minutes

The Minutes of previous meeting held on  30th May  2012 were proposed by Councillor  B. Lawlor and  seconded by Councillor T. Ridge 

2. Matters Arising  - none

3. Play Policy – Smoking Ban and Playground Construction Programme
M. Hannon Senior Executive Parks Superintendent gave a report  on Play Policy; Smoking ban in Parks and Playground Construction Programme, B. Coman informed the meeting that this was an update on the construction programme element of the policy presented previously. A discussion ensued regarding different aspects including funding to which Cllrs Ridge, McDonagh, Cosgrave and Looney and C. McCartney contributed. M. Hannon and B. Sheehan responded to the various issues raised.

The proposed construction programme as presented was agreed and noted that the programme is subject to available funding. 

4. Ramble Aid Presentation 

T. Mc Dermot gave a presentation on Ramble Aid providing details of all 5km runs which are scheduled to take place in Parks during September.  Cllrs King, Mc Donagh,  Cosgrave and S. Reid commended this initiative.

5. Review of Play Day 

P. Swayne, Sport & Recreation Officer gave a presentation on the National Play Day 2012, organised by Sport & Recreation Office, which was held in Corkagh Park on 30th June 2012. Cllr C. King commended all involved in the very successful Play Day and all concurred. 

6. The Gathering 2013

G. McGibbon South Dublin County Tourism gave a Presentation and Brief on the Gathering 2013 highlighting all the venues and events which are planned  funding requirement €400k.  Cllrs King, Looney, Cosgrave, McDonagh and, C. McCartney congratulated Gail on her interesting and detailed presentation raising a number of queries to which she responded. 
7. A.O. B.
There was no business under this heading.

The meeting concluded at 7.10 pm.”
The minutes were NOTED.  

H4e)/1212
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - HOUSING & SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE
(i)  Report of Meeting 26th November 2012
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“PRESENT:


Members:



Council Officials:
	Cllr B. Bonner  
	B. Coman
	Director of Services

	Cllr M. Corr
	H. Hogan
	Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr M. Duff       
	M. Maguire
	Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr P. Kearns     
	
	

	Cllr G. Kenny    
	Outside Representative
	

	Cllr C  King
	Ms. B. Tyrell-Collard
	C.P.S.U. & I.C.T.U.

	Cllr B. Lawlor    

	Cllr D. Looney

	Cllr M. McDonagh  

	


Councillor M. Corr chaired the meeting.

H-I(1)
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 22nd September, 2012 were proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

H-I(2)
MATTERS ARISING  


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

Councillor Cathal King congratulated the Housing Department on their recent award for ‘Choice Based Letting – Empowering the Customer’, at the Chambers of Ireland Excellence in Local Government Awards 2012.

H-I(3)
MARP-MORTGAGE ARREARS RESOLUTION PROCESS- STAFF STRUCTURES UPDATE
Mr. B. Coman, Director of Services, welcomed Ms. Mary Maguire, Senior Executive Officer,  to the Housing Department and to her first Housing and Social Development SPC meeting.

Ms. Mary Maguire, Senior Executive Officer gave the following REPORT:
“Members were advised at the Sept 2012 SPC  of the requirement to formally introduce MARP – Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process.  The Presentation today is to give a brief update in relation to the formal structures which have been put on place within SDCC to meet that requirement following the detailed presentation at the last SPC meeting.
A Mortgage Arrears Management Team has been established which has the following formal structure

Arrears Support Officers:  
These are housing loan team who are experienced in finance and administration of loan accounts.   They work with loan accounts on a day to day basis in both arrears and pre-arrears cases.  

Step 1 of MARP (Communication) is initiated by the ASO immediately after an initial payment is missed – communication is maintained but is not repeated more that twice per calendar month. 

THE ASO provide all information in a clear and consumer friendly manner – the language used reflects a willingness to work with the borrower to address the situation.

ASOs issue requests for and receive the Financial Details required to make an assessment of the borrower’s case with a view to reaching a resolution on an alternative repayment arrangement.    Some of the arrangement options available are short-term – others long-term.  
The ASO also monitor the arrangements put in place and review the position every 6 months.  
Appeals Panel

The appeal panel was put in place to provide a structured mechanism for dissatisfied MARP applicants who are not happy with either:
· The decision of the council on the financial assessment

· The general treatment of the borrower   or 

· The council’s compliance with the requirement of MARP

The appeals panel includes personnel independent of any previous dealing with the borrower.   The panel provides a first point contact acting on behalf of the borrower and the name of that person is advised to the borrower.   The panel adjudicate on the appeal within 40 working days of receipt of appeal and notify the borrower within 5 days of consideration of the process

Website

SDCC has, as required, provided a dedicated section on the website for borrowers in or concerned about financial difficulties.  Link: “

Following a contribution from Councillors M. McDonagh, Ms. M. Maguire, Senior Executive Officer, and Mr. B. Coman, Director of Services, responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.

H-I(4)
AREA BASED INITIATIVE 2012 – DELIVERY OF ENERGY EFFICIENCY IMPROVEMENTS TO LOW INCOME HOUSING

Mr. B. Coman, Director of Services, gave details of the scheme and successful grant application.  This is an area based pilot project, with a partnership approach, using a mix of private and social housing.  48 units were identified in Brookfield Green and Lawns, 35 of which are Council units, where it was considered appropriate to carry out works.  These works included an analysis of fuel consumption, attic/wall insulation and window and door replacement. The Grant awarded by SEAI towards the scheme is €160,000, with a Council contribution of €35,000, which is proposed to be recouped from the DOECLG under the Energy Efficiency Grant programme.

It is envisaged that further programmes will take place in 2013. 

Mr. B. Coman, Director of Services, thanked the staff from the Architects Services and Maintenance Sections for their input and completing the programme within the short timeframe available.  

The report was NOTED. 

H-I (5) HOUSING 2013

Mr. B. Coman, Director of Services, outlined a number of tasks to be undertaken by the Housing Department in 2013

· National Differential Scheme 
Mr. B. Coman, Director of Services, advised of the intention of the introduction of a National Differential Rents Scheme to be effective from 2014. Advised that curretly SDCC has the lowest rent in the Country and that our average rent is €45, whereas the cost of maintenance is approx €48 per unit.    Efficiencies continue to be made in the area of Housing Maintenance, staffing and other areas.  It may be proposed that10% of rental income will be put into a sinking fund to maintain assets. 

· The Housing Needs Analysis must be completed by March/April, 2013, with over 10,500 applicants currently on the Housing list.   This will be a huge undertaking but manageable as there have been 6,000 new assessments carried out in the last 14 months.  This will be done within existing staff resources. 

Mr. Hugh Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, confirmed that different types of social media will be used to advertise the HNA.  It was suggested to use the CBL website as a reminder to applicants to update their records. 

· Housing Assistance Payment and the transfer of rent supplement payments to the local authority has been delayed and will now be rolled out in 2014. 
· 1995 Tenant Purchase Scheme has a final closing date of 31st December, 2012.  A new Tenant Purchase Scheme will have to be introduced by way of legislation.  It is proposed to introduce an Incremental Purchase Scheme in its place .

· New Allocations Scheme A new scheme is proposed for 2014 and may introduce a probationary period of any prospective new tenancy. This ‘temporary’ tenancy will also include items such as the upkeep of the house and arrears to be kept in check during the period.  If anti social behaviour or arrears occur, this will exclude the applicant from applying permanently for social housing.  This is currently a proposal and subject to detailed guidelines from the Department.  

Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, G. Kenny, D. Looney, M. Corr and P. Kearns contributed, Mr. B. Coman, Director of Services, and Mr. Hugh Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.



H –I (6)HOUSING STRATEGY UPDATE CHARTS/STATS

Mr. B. Coman gave a Presentation on the Housing Strategy as it relates to the overall Housing need of the County, in terms of both private and social housing supply.   The current and future provision of social and affordable housing units will be by way of accessing the private market, leasing, ASH,  and RAS. 

CBL offers applicants further down the Housing list, who may otherwise be waiting for some time, access to social housing units.  

SDCC will be hoping that the NAMA Social Dividend may provide further units for Social Housing.  It is noted that almost 6,000 of those currently on the Housing List are in receipt of rent supplement.   So far in 2012, there have been 231 allocations and 57 transfers, most of which for over crowding.  

The report was NOTED. 

H-I (7) ANY OTHER BUSINESS


There was NO BUSINESS under this heading.  

The meeting concluded at 6.30 p.m. 

Siniú:______________

Dáta:
_________________ 
     An Cathaoirleach”
The report was NOTED.  

(ii)  Minutes of Meeting 24th November 2012

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“PRESENT:

Members:



Council Officials:
	Cllr B. Bonner  
	B. Coman
	Director of Services

	Cllr M. Corr
	H. Hogan
	Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr M. Duff       
	
	

	Cllr T Gilligan    
	A. Rooney
	Senior Staff Officer

	Cllr P. Kearns     
	
	

	Cllr G. Kenny    
	
	

	Cllr C  King

	Cllr B. Lawlor    

	Cllr D. Looney

	Cllr M. McDonagh  


Councillor M. Corr chaired the meeting.

H-I(1)
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 28th May, 2012 were proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor D. Looney and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

H-I(2)
MATTERS ARISING  


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

H-I(3)
MARP-MORTGAGE ARREARS PROCESS
Mr. Billy Coman gave a Presentation on the new Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process and it’s implication on the Council.  This process was introduced by the Central Bank in 2010 for lending institutions and now from 1st October 2012 the structured process will apply to local authorities. Prior to this, only guidelines were available in dealing with loan arrears cases.  

South Dublin has a particularly good early detection rate, with all borrowers who have missed payments of two months being contacted.  Nationally, the Local authorities have arrears of 28%, whereas South Dublin County Council’s rate if 12.3%, which shows one of the lowest arrears rates in the country.  Mr. B. Coman confirmed that evictions and re-possessions only put strain and responsibility on South Dublin County Council’s Housing list and Homeless services.  The guidelines become effective on 1st October, 2012.  

Mr. B. Coman confirmed that the new scheme will be managed within existing resources with experienced staff.  Additional training will be provided where needed.  

Under the MARP process, communication within 91 days is required, to a maximum of two contacts per month.  Borrowers must be advised to seek independent advice.  A resolution process offers options such as interest only loans for three years, capitalisation of arrears and the extension of the term of the loan.  All cases are dealt with on an individual basis based on the ability of the borrower to pay.  

Mr. B. Coman explained that the appeals process would be carried out by an independent officer of the Housing Department.   The Council cannot carry out legal proceedings unless there are arrears of at least15 months.   There have been a number of re-possessions (6-7) in South Dublin County Council in the past 12 months, with most of these being hand over of keys or abandonment of properties.  The Council is obliged to notify borrowers of their ICB status, regardless of the position of the borrower. 
Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, D. Looney, G. Kenny, M. Duff, T. Gilligan, and P. Kearns and M. Duff contributed, Mr. B. Coman, Director of Services, responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.

H-I(4)
UPDATE ON SECTION 62 – ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR

Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer provided the attached presentation.
The report was NOTED. 

H-I (5) MORTGAGE TO RENT HANDBOOK

Mr. B. Coman outlined the new guide to the Mortgage to Rent Scheme.  

More Financial institutions are coming on board with the Scheme and applies to those borrowers who meet with the stringent criteria one being that they have no hope of sustaining a loan into the future. Independent financial advice is available for free to those in difficulty.  

The Council’s role is to carry out an assessment of need of the applicant. There is a strong Approved Housing Body role also. Effectively if all criteria met the family can remain in situ and pay a rent in accordance with the Council’s Differential Rent Scheme which is applicable to their household earnings.  

Following a contribution to which Councillors B. Lawlor and G. Kenny contributed, Mr. B. Coman, Director of Services, responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.

H-I (6) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
HOUSING STRATEGY

Mr. B. Coman gave a report on the Housing Strategy as it relates to the overall Housing need of the County, both private and social.  The strategy was referred to in the review of the Development Plan and the 2011 census and data from other sources such as DOECLG are used in assessing the need within the County, to which there has been little net change.    B. Coman stated that there have been no new Part V contracts entered into in terms of receiving units and other available options are considered.  The 148 affordable units have now been utilised as social housing.  New options in Housing include leasing in the private market and ASH. 

Following a contribution to which Councillor M. Corr contributed, Mr. B. Coman, Director of Services, responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED and it was agreed to give an update on the Housing Strategy at the next Housing and Social SPC meeting. 

The meeting concluded at 6.45 p.m. 

Siniú:__Marie Corr_______

Dáta:
26thNovember, 2012 
     An Cathaoirleach”
The minutes were NOTED.  

H5/1212    
REPORT OF JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The Joint Policing Committee met on 23rd November in County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

“Documents presented at the meeting are available on the CMAS System
Attendance:  Committee Members

	Cllr. G. O’Connell
	Cllr. B. Bonner

	Mayor C. King
	Cllr. M. Devine

	Cllr. P. Cosgrove
	Cllr. Gino Kenny

	Cllr. M. McDonagh
	Cllr. J. Hannon

	Cllr. P. Kearns
	Cllr. W. Lavelle

	Cllr. Brian Lawlor
	Cllr. C. Brophy

	Cllr. E. Coburn
	Cllr. J. Lahart

	Cllr. E. Walsh


	A. White T.D.

	P. Poole

	B. Coman

	Michael Noonan
	Chief Superintendent B. Mangan

	Chief Superintendent D. Coburn
	


The report of the September meeting was adopted.

The following is a summary of the business of the JPC:

Garda reports were presented by Chief Superintendent Declan Coburn on the Dublin Metropolitan Region West (DMRW) and by Chief Superintendent Brendan Mangan on behalf of the Dublin Metropolitan Region South (DMRS)

Reports were presented from the following Local Policing Fora:

· Tallaght

· Clondalkin

· North Clondalkin

A report on Intimidation was presented on behalf of the working group of the JPC

Presentation on behalf of Comhairle na nÓg

Report on Halloween 2012

Joint Policing Committee Draft Plan 2013.”
The report was NOTED.

H6/1212     
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES



It was NOTED there was no report under this heading.


QUESTIONS FOR NOTING
It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart   and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions numbered Q1 – Q21 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
Q1/1212
VOLUNTARY UNITS

QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine

To ask the Manager how many tenants have applied for Home purchase scheme & how many were successfully completed in the past year?
REPLY:
There are a total of 1,154 Voluntary and Co-operative Housing units in the Council’s Administrative area which were funded under the Capital Assistance Scheme and the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme as follows:

Tallaght Central – Capital Assistance Scheme:

	Voluntary Body 
	Location
	Number of Units 

	HAIL Housing Association 
	14 Church Grove, Aylesbury
	1

	St John of God Housing Association
	Exchange Hall


	27



	Fold Ireland
	Whitestown Way
	35

	Focus Housing Association 
	New Bancroft
	2

	St. Michael’s House
	18 Cromwellsfort Road, Walkinstown
	1

	Respond Housing Association
	Springfield, Tallaght
	58

	St John of God Housing Association
	Springfield, Tallaght
	69



	 TOTAL
	
	193


Tallaght Central – Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme:

	Voluntary Body 
	Location
	Number of Units 

	Nabco Housing Association 
	Avonbeg
	6

	Cluid Housing Association
	Belgard Square  West
	38

	Respond Housing Association
	Springfield, Tallaght
	63

	TOTAL
	
	107


Tallaght South – Capital Assistance Scheme

	Voluntary Body 
	Location
	Number of Units 

	Respond Housing Association 
	Brookview
	6

	Clanmil Housing Association
	Fortunes Lawn & Walk
	9

	 TOTAL
	
	15


Tallaght South – Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme:

	Voluntary Body 
	Location
	Number of Units 

	Nabco Housing Association
	Killinarden (66), Brookview (58)
	124

	Cluid Housing Association


	Kiltalown (68), Russell Square (65)
	133



	Respond Housing Association,
	Brookview
	54

	HAIL Housing Association
	Russell Square
	22

	Sonas Housing Association
	Russell Square
	10

	Sophia Housing Association
	Russell Square
	22

	Circle Housing Association
	Deerpark
	149

	TOTAL
	
	514


Lucan – Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme: 

	Voluntary Body 
	Location
	Number of Units 

	Nabco Housing Association


	St Finian’s
	43



	Cluid Housing Association


	Adamstown Castle
	43



	TOTAL
	
	86


Clondalkin – Capital Assistance Scheme:

	Voluntary Body 
	Location
	Number of Units 

	Peamount Housing Association
	Saggart
	9

	Peamount Housing Association
	Newcastle
	10



	St John of God Housing Association
	Monastery Road, Clondalkin


	1



	Clanmil Housing Association


	Valhalla, Watery Lane, Clondalkin 10
	10



	TOTAL
	
	30


Clondalkin – Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme:

	Voluntary Body 
	Location
	Number of Units 

	Nabco Housing Association
	Kilcronan
	71

	Cluid Housing Association
	Kilcronan
	44

	Hail Housing Association
	Kilcronan
	21

	Sonas Housing Association
	Kilcronan
	10

	TOTAL
	
	146


Rathfarnham/ Terenure – Capital Assistance Scheme:

	Voluntary Body 
	
	Number of Units 

	Fold Ireland
	College Drive
	23


Rathfarnham/ Terenure – Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme:

	Voluntary Body 
	
	Number of Units 

	Circle Housing Association
	Stocking Lane
	40


Q2/1212
TENANT PURCHASE SCHEME
QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine
To ask the Manager how many tenants have applied for Home purchase scheme & how many were successfully completed in the past year?

REPLY:
55 Tenant Purchase Scheme applications were submitted up to the 31st October 2012. 

40 sales have been completed to date this year:  37 of the these sales were under 2011 Tenant Purchase Scheme and 3 were under the 1995 Tenant Purchase Scheme. (Applications under the 2011 Scheme closed on 31/12/2011)

In accordance with Circular Housing 39 of 2012  regarding the Housing (Sale of Houses to Long Standing Tenants) (Amendment) Regulations 2012 the date for the completion of sales date for the 2011 Tenant Purchase Scheme is extended to 30 June 2013.

Q3/1212
WINDOW / DOOR REPLACEMENTS

QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine

To ask the Manager for an update on number of units awaiting window/door replacement at years end?
REPLY:
There were 910 applications on the window replacement programme at the commencement of 2012, 244 were added during the year, giving a total of 1,154.  154 were completed in 2012, leaving a balance of 1,000, of which 268 have still to be graded.  Listed below is a breakdown of the grading by electoral area:
	Grade
	Tallaght
	Clondalkin
	Lucan
	Rathfarnham
	Total  

	Grade 5
	327
	208
	24
	36
	595

	Grade 4
	20
	10
	0
	1
	31

	Grade 3
	26
	3
	0
	5
	34

	Grade 2
	14
	2
	0
	4
	20

	Grade 1
	6
	5
	2
	0
	13

	Grade 0
	18
	18
	1
	2
	39

	Total
	411
	246
	27
	48
	732


Q4/1212
RENT PAYMENTS TO LANDLORDS

QUESTION:  Councillor T. Gilligan

To ask the Manager to outline how much money has been spent broken down for each year 2009 - 2012 to private landlords in the RAS scheme and also any other monies paid out to landlords through any other housing schemes the council runs?
REPLY:
RAS
1,651 units have been transferred to RAS since the scheme started (as at 31st October 2012)

The rents paid to landlords in respect of properties included in the Rental Accommodation Scheme for the years 2009, 2010, 2011 and up to November 2012 are as follows:

	2009
	€7,993,783.94

	2010
	€10,075,201.08

	2011
	€11,366,702.72

	2012 (November)
	€11,422,651.41


It is estimated that the final figure for 2012 will be approximately €12,500,000
Under the terms of RAS, all rents paid to landlords are recoupable from the Department of the Environment Community & Local Government.

SOCIAL HOUSING LEASING INITIATIVE
The rollout of the Social Housing Leasing Initiative (SHLI) commenced in South Dublin in 2010.  Under this scheme to date, the Council has procured 165 privately owned properties under lease arrangement for allocation to persons on the social housing waiting List. 

The rents paid to landlords in respect of properties included in SHLI as follows:
	2010
	€25,172

	2011
	€687,085

	2012 (November)
	€1,341,186


It is estimated that the final figure for 2012 will be approximately  €1,400,000
Under the terms of the SHLI, all lease rents paid are recoupable from the Department of the Environment Community & Local Government.

Q5/1212
TENANT PURCHASE SCHEME

QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon

To ask the Manager if details have been received in relation to a new tenant purchase scheme, and, if so, will she outline its terms?

REPLY:
The current Tenant Purchase Scheme in operation is the 1995 Tenant Purchase Scheme.  This scheme is due to expire on 31st December 2012 ie applications to purchase must be made by 31/12/2012.

Applications received under the 2011 Fixed Term Tenant Purchase Scheme (applications accepted up to 31/12/2011) are still being processed.  All sales under this scheme were due to be completed on / before 31/12/2012.  However in recent days the Department of Environment Community & Local Government has advised local authorities of an extension for completion of sales date to 30/6/2013. 
The Department of Environment, Community and Local Government has advised of intention to introduce a new scheme providing for the sale of local authority houses to tenants on incremental purchase principles. The objective of the scheme is to provide an affordable route to homeownership for households.  

In contrast to the 1995 Scheme, the discounts provided under the incremental purchase principles will be based on household income rather than length of tenancy, thereby allowing low-income households to move into home ownership earlier than otherwise might have been possible. This requires primary legislation, following which the new scheme will be introduced as quickly as possible. 
Q6/1212
HORSES

QUESTION: Councillor G. Kenny

To ask the Manager can the council calculate how much it cost to impound seventy-two horses on the October bank holiday near Adamstown?  How much monies did they receive in releasing the horses to their rightful owners?  How many horses were put down after not being claimed by their owners?

REPLY:
The cost of seizing 72 horses from The Grange, Lucan, County Dublin on the 30th October, 2012 was €27,465.70. To date the Council has received €22,852.44 in relation to these horses, and 31 Horses were disposed of in accordance with the Control of Horses Act 1996 and the South Dublin County Council (Control of Horses) Bye-Laws, 1997.
Q7/1212
MAINTENANCE OF RURAL ROADS


QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager for a detailed report on the proposed changes to the maintenance of national primary routes in 2013, including details of the arrangements being put in place to facilitate representations by elected members and to ensure accountability to the local communities affected?
REPLY: 
Roads Department personnel met with the NRA in relation to the maintenance of both the N7 and N4 on Tuesday 4th September 2012 and the following was agreed:

· Tenders for the Maintenance contract of the N7 and N4 will issue in 3 weeks to 7 shortlisted consortia.  It is intended that maintenance will include road repairs, barrier repair, public lighting, grass cutting and winter maintenance and be similar to the arrangements that pertain with the M50 which is maintained by M50 Concession.  

· The successful contractor will nominate a Liaison Person who will be the link between SDCC and the company in relation to Public representations etc. 

· The new contract is expected to be in place by April / May 2013. 

The tenders were issued and the NRA are awaiting the return of the documents.  It is expected that the successful contractor will be appointed early in 2013.

Q8/1212
WINDOW REPLACEMENT
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager for details of the number of houses currently awaiting window replacement in the county, broken down by electoral area and by grading?
REPLY:
There were 910 applications on the window replacement programme at the commencement of 2012, 244 were added during the year, giving a total of 1,154.  154 were completed in 2012, leaving a balance of 1,000 of which 268 have still to be graded.  Listed below is a breakdown of the grading by electoral area:

	Grade
	Tallaght
	Clondalkin
	Lucan
	Rathfarnham
	Total  

	Grade 5
	327
	208
	24
	36
	595

	Grade 4
	20
	10
	0
	1
	31

	Grade 3
	26
	3
	0
	5
	34

	Grade 2
	14
	2
	0
	4
	20

	Grade 1
	6
	5
	2
	0
	13

	Grade 0
	18
	18
	1
	2
	39

	Total
	411
	246
	27
	48
	732


Q9/1212 
PROCUREMENT 

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager, further to the replies to questions on procurement tabled at the November meeting, to provide details of any 'meet the buyer' events held in our county in 2012, or planned for 2013, so as to allow local SME's to meet with public sector procurement officers from the council, the HSE and other public service bodies located in the county?
REPLY: 
During 2011, Inter Trade Ireland worked with the Central Procurement Directorate, the National Procurement Service, Enterprise Ireland, Invest Northern Ireland and the Strategic Investment Board to run a series of Public Procurement Awareness Conferences in Cookstown and in Dublin. They also ran an "Upping Your Game Meet the Buyer" event in Dundalk. The "Upping Your Game" conferences and "Meet the Buyer" event provided SMEs with an overview of the all-island public procurement market and the opportunities available, as well as an opportunity to speak with public sector buyers from across the island.  Local events were held in Tallaght Hospital, IT Tallaght and Peamount Hospital, facilitated by the County Enterprise Board.

Following the success of these events the following Meet the Buyer events were organised for 2012.

Tuesday 29th May 2012 - 
Hodson Bay Hotel, Athlone

Thursday 27 September 2012 - 
Glenavon Hotel, Cookstown

Thursday 08 November 2012 - 
New Park Hotel, Kilkenny

A further event is scheduled for Wednesday 5th December 2012 at The Red Cow Hotel in Dublin and South Dublin will have a presence at this event.  These events are organised primarily by the Agencies mentioned above and the dates are notified through ISME and the National Procurement Service to all Local Authorities and relevant Government Agencies.  Dates for 2013 have not as yet been notified.
Q10/1212
ST. PATRICK’S DAY 

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager what plans are underway to celebrate the St Patrick's Day Festival in the County; if previous events at Tallaght Stadium are to be developed; and to make a statement on the matter?
REPLY: 

It is not possible at this stage to confirm precisely what celebrations will take place to mark St. Patrick's Day across the County. There are a range of activities which are organised directly by or supported by the Council every year and it is hoped to do so again in 2013, subject to available resources. 

An event at Tallaght Stadium is being considered but will be subject to available resources and support from local businesses and community groups.  

Q11/1212
PART 8 AND CPO STATUS
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager to outline the status of all Part 8's and CPO's initiated by the Council since 2004;  to state if these have been completed, started or put on hold;  to state the timeframes associated with the expiration of such programmes, if any;  and to make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:

Schedule of Part 8s from 2004 to date

	
	
	
	

	ROADS PART 8 REPORTS 
	APPROVED DATE
	STATUS
	TIMEFRAME

	St. Johns, Clondalkin Traffic Calming Scheme
	12/01/2004
	Completed 2004
	 

	Daletree/Parklands Traffic Calming Scheme
	09/02/2004
	Completed 2004
	 

	Kilnamanagh/Kingswood Traffic Calming
	09/02/2004
	Completed 2004
	 

	Mayberry Road Cycle Track
	09/02/2004
	Awaiting funding from NTA
	 

	Monastery Road Temporary Bridge 
	09/02/2004
	Completed 2004
	 

	Ballycullen Avenue & Drive Traffic Calming
	10/05/2004
	Completed 2005
	 

	Cherrywood Oldchurch Traffic Calming
	10/05/2004
	Completed 2005
	 

	Ballymount Interchange outbound Slip Road
	12/07/2004
	Completed 2008
	 

	Monastery Gate Yellow Meadows Traffic Calming
	12/07/2004
	Completed 2005
	 

	Naas Road QBC
	12/07/2004
	Completed 2005
	 

	Ardmore/Brookview/Rossfield/Fettercairn Traffic Calming
	11/10/2004
	Completed 2005
	 

	Grange Castle Parkway QBC
	11/10/2004
	Completed 2005
	 

	Lock Road Newcastle widening Scheme
	11/10/2004
	Completed 2005
	 

	Springfield, Tallaght Traffic Calming
	11/10/2004
	Completed 2005
	 

	Oldbawn Traffic Calming Scheme.
	08/11/2004
	Completed 2006
	 

	Johnstown Road, Rathcoole Traffic Calming
	13/12/2004
	Completed 2005
	 

	Ballinascorney Lane Junction Improvement
	14/03/2005
	Completed 2007
	 

	Haydens Lane Road Widening Scheme
	14/03/2005
	Completed 2008
	 

	Nangor Road Improvement Scheme
	14/03/2005
	Funding to be identified
	 

	Newcastle Road Bus Priority Measures
	14/03/2005
	Completed 2008
	 

	Arthur Griffith Park/Cannonbrook/Esker Drive etc. Traffic Calming Scheme
	11/07/2005
	Completed 2006
	 

	Butterfield Traffic Calming Scheme
	11/07/2005
	Completed 2006
	 

	Elmbrook Avenue/Esker Lane/Willsbrook Road – Traffic Calming Scheme 
	11/07/2005
	Completed 2006
	 

	Knocklyon Road Realignment
	10/10/2005
	Funding to be identified
	 

	Rathfarnham Village Improvement Scheme
	11/10/2005
	Completed 2006
	 

	Alpine Rise/Belgard Heights Traffic Calming
	14/11/2005
	Completed 2007
	 

	Greenhills/Ballymount Reconfiguration
	13/02/2006
	Funding to be identified
	 

	Robinhood - Ballymount Reconfiguration
	13/02/2006
	Funding to be identified
	 

	Limekiln Road Extension
	13/03/2006
	Funding to be identified
	 

	Tymon North. Tallaght Traffic Calming
	13/03/2006
	Completed 2007
	 

	Embankment Road Extension, Citywest to Belgard
	08/05/2006
	Completed 2012
	 

	Greenhills Road Re-Alignment at Parkview
	08/05/2006
	Funding to be identified
	 

	Allenton/Oldcourt Traffic Calming Scheme
	10/07/2006
	Completed 2008
	 

	Beechfield/Cherryfield Traffic Calming
	10/07/2006
	Completed 2007
	 

	Knockmitten Lane Improvement Scheme
	10/07/2006
	Completed 2009
	 

	Proposed Rathcoole/Saggart Distributor Road
	10/07/2006
	Funding to be identified
	 

	Rowlagh, Clondalkin Traffic Calming
	13/11/2006
	Completed 2007
	 

	Junction Improvement of Ballymaice Lane with Ballinascorney Road
	11/12/2006
	Funding to be identified
	 

	Aylmer Road to Peamount Road, Newcastle
	12/02/2007
	Funding to be identified
	 

	Earlsfort Traffic Calming
	12/02/2007
	Completed 2007
	 

	Firhouse Road QBC Phase 2
	11/06/2007
	Completed 2008
	 

	Greenroute QBC
	09/07/2007
	Completed 2008
	 

	Rowlagh Village Improvement Scheme
	09/07/2007
	Completed 2009
	 

	Greenhills Road QBC
	12/11/2007
	Funding to be identified
	 

	Templeogue Car Park Phase 2.
	10/12/2007
	Funding to be identified
	 

	Firhouse/Ballycullen QBC
	10/03/2008
	Completed 2011
	 

	Embankment Road QBC 
	09/06/2008
	Completed 2012
	 

	South Clondalkin QBC Extension
	14/07/2008
	Deferred due to withdrawal of funding from DTO
	 

	Baldonnell Rd Improvement Scheme & Access Rd to Proposed Milltown Bus Park
	08/12/2008
	Funding to be identified
	 

	Aylesbury/Cushlawn Traffic Calming Measures.
	09/02/2009
	Funding to be identified
	 

	Stocking Lane – Proposed Footpath and Cycle track Upgrade
	09/11/2009
	Completed 2012
	 

	Whitechurch Road - Proposed Traffic Calming Scheme
	09/11/2009
	Work underway
	 

	Dangan/Shelton Traffic Calming
	11/01/2010
	Funding to be identified
	 

	Report On N81 QBC Enhancements
	10/05/2010
	Scheme deferred due to lack of funding
	 

	Salt Barn in Palmerston
	13/09/2010
	Completed 2011
	 

	Rathfarnham QBC Enhancements
	12/03/2011
	Funding to be identified
	 

	Adamstown Road Improvement (R120)
	Going to Dec12 C.C.
	 
	 

	Wellington Lane - Whitehall Road Cycle Track Scheme
	Going to Dec12 C.C.
	 
	 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	WATER SERVICES PART 8 REPORTS 
	APPROVED DATE
	STATUS
	TIMEFRAME

	Tobermaclugg Stream Upgrade
	8th September 2008
	Completed August 2009
	 

	Lucan Spa Pumping Station
	2009
	Completed 2011
	 

	Quarryvale Pumping Station
	2012
	Work not started
	 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
	APPROVED DATE
	STATUS
	TIMEFRAME

	Clondalkin Park All weather pitches
	10th January 2005
	Completed
	 

	Lucan Skate Park, Griffeen Valley Park
	9th May 2005
	Completed
	 

	Riverside walkway along Owendoher River from Edmondstown - Rathfarnham
	11th July 2005
	On hold pending identification of funding
	No expiry date

	Improvement Works Griffeen Valley Park
	10th October 2005
	Completed
	 

	Tymon Park Sports Pavilion
	10th April 2006
	Tender process completed Contractor to be appt Dec 20l2
	Spring 20l3

	Upgrade of Hockey Pitch at Esker Park, Griffeen Valley, Lucan
	12th June 2006
	Completed
	 

	Construction of all-weather pitch facility Deansrath Community College, Clondalkin
	10th July 2006
	Completed
	 

	Griffeen Valley Park - Grange, Hayden's Lane
	10th July 2006
	On hold pending identification available funding 
	 

	Redesign of extension to Grange Castle Golf Course
	11th December 2006
	On hold pending identification available funding
	 

	Children’s Playground at Rathfarnham Castle Park
	10th September 2007
	Completed
	 

	Children’s Playground at Sean Walsh Park, Tallaght
	10th December 2007
	Completed
	 

	Clondalkin Park Athletic Track
	10th December 2007
	On hold pending identification of available funding
	1 - 2 years

	Upgrade of visitor car park at St. John’s Road entrance Corkagh Park
	10th December 2007
	Completed
	 

	New changing room facilities and associated car parking, Dodder Valley Park
	14th July 2008
	Tender stage
	Summer 20l3

	Cycle Race Track, Corkagh Park, Clondalkin
	14th June 2010
	Completed
	 

	Walking & Cycling route Kiltipper Park
	14th June 2010
	Completed
	 

	Access Road to rear 17 – 23 Doddsborough Cottages Lucan
	8th November 2010
	SDCC facilitated Part Vlll  pp local residents who were to fund and construct the access road. 
	 

	Children’s playground and Woodland Adventure Trail, Tymon Park
	11th July 2011
	On hold pending identification of funding
	 

	Esker Park Depot Grange
	12th September 2011
	Design stage
	2 years

	Skate park Clondalkin
	10th September 2012
	Tender stage
	1 year

	Friarstown Allotments
	24th September 2012
	Tender stage
	1 – 2 years

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	HOUSING & COMMUNITY
	APPROVED DATE
	STATUS
	TIMEFRAME

	Infill Housing Scheme (23 units) together with Credit Union & community facility at Rowlagh, Clondalkin 
	04-Dec-00
	Cancelled due to non-availability of site
	 

	Balgaddy D (65 units) social housing scheme 
	12-Nov-01
	Cancelled due to non-availability of funding
	 

	Balgaddy F (114 units) affordable housing scheme 
	12-Nov-01
	Cancelled due to non-availability of funding
	 

	Lealand Infill Housing Scheme (13 units), Clondalkin
	29-Jun-05
	Cancelled due to site conditions encountered and non-availability of funding 
	 

	Infill housing project (9 units) and commercial units at Brookview Road and Rossfield Avenue, Tallaght
	10-Jul-06
	Postponed due to title issues and funding availability
	 

	Infill housing project (89 units and community facilities) at, Tallaght
	10-Jul-06
	Cancelled due to non-availability of funding
	 

	160 social and affordable units at Fortunestown Lane to the west of Sundale Estate and to the south of Ard Mor Estate and Brookfield Community College, Tallaght
	10-Jul-06
	Cancelled due to non-availability of funding
	 

	Housing development (100 units) at Stocking Lane, Ballycullen
	11-Jun-07
	Cancelled due to non-availability of funding
	 

	Deerpark Infill Housing Scheme (8 units), Tallaght
	09-Jul-07
	DOECLG Approval received
	Tenders being prepared to start work on site in 2013

	Balgaddy Park & Playground (Meile and Ri & Tor an Ri
	13th September 2010
	Completed in 2012 
	 

	Ballycragh /Ballycullen Park Community Centre
	13th September 2010
	Work on construction has started 
	Due for completion in 2nd Quarter 2013

	Valhalla – Clanmill – Housing 
	13th September 2010
	Work has started
	Construction due to be completed early 2013

	LYNCHS PARK 
	14th March 2005
	Works Completed
	Site opened 8th December, 2008

	Stocking Hill
	13th December 2004
	Works Completed 
	Site opened 23rd February, 2009

	COLDCUT
	11th July 2008
	Works Completed
	Site opened 20th September, 2010

	TURNPIKE
	9th March 2009
	Works completed
	Site opened 24th November 2011.

	TAY LANE
	9th January 2006
	Works Completed
	Site opened 2009

	NEWCASTLE LYONS
	10th April 2007
	Works on hold
	 

	FONTHILL ROAD
	11th July 2005
	Works under Part V agreement suspended pending discussions with Developer.
	 

	HOUSE 6 CHERRYFIELD Way
	12th December 2012
	Works Started
	Expected completion December, 2012

	Mcuillim, Fortunestown
	September 2010
	Nearing completion
	

	Taylor’s Lane
	December 2007
	Works Completed
	

	Stocking Lane, Ballycullen
	June 2007
	Cancelled due to lack of funding
	

	Lock Road
	June 2007
	Withdrawn, project on hold
	

	Old Church Avenue
	January 2007
	Works Completed
	

	Castletymon
	July 2006
	Works Completed
	

	Harelawn Park/Grove
	July 2006
	Works Completed
	

	Fettercairn Road
	July 2006
	Works Completed
	

	Airlie Heights
	July 2006
	Works Completed
	

	Whitechurch
	July 2006
	Works Completed
	

	Coldcut Road
	May 2006
	Works Completed
	

	Castle Park, Tallaght
	April 2005
	Did not proceed
	

	Cushlawn Park, Phase 3
	May 2005
	Works Completed
	

	Lindisfarne
	May 2005
	Works Completed
	

	Kiltalown Park
	July 2005
	Nearing completion
	

	Community facility, Avonbeg Gardens
	July 2005
	Works Completed
	

	Fortunestown
	July 2005
	Works Completed
	

	Stocking Lane, Ballyboden
	December 2004
	Works Completed
	

	Daletree Road, Ballycragh
	September 2005
	Works Completed
	

	Ballycragh Community Centre
	January 2009
	Works Started
	2nd quarter 2013

	Rowlagh Community Centre
	October 2010
	Works Completed
	

	Neilstown Boxing Club
	October 2008
	Works completed
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	GRANGE CASTLE
	APPROVED DATE
	STATUS
	TIMEFRAME

	Provision of Bus Terminus & extension to Roads & Services within Grange Castle Business Park 
	10th October 2005
	Completed. 
	 

	Supply and Installation of CCTV Cameras and Associated Equipment within Grange Castle Business Park.
	12th March 2007
	Completed 
	 

	Provision of Access Road & Services to Council owned lands at Clutterland off the Lucan-Newcastle Rd
	8th October 2007
	Depending of Funding. 
	 

	Provision of Green Pedestrian and Cycle Route along the Grand Canal from Brownstown to Inchicore Inc 110Kv Ducting
	12th November 2007
	Completed. 
	 

	Proposed Baldonnell Road Improvement Scheme & Access Road to Proposed Milltown Business & Technology
	8th December 2008
	Depending on Funding.
	 

	NANGOR ROAD - CONSTRUCTION OF NEW ACCESS ROAD SCHEME, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22
	11th July 2011
	Not being proceeded with. 
	 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT
	APPROVED DATE
	STATUS
	TIMEFRAME

	Remodeling of Two plazas and linking footpaths – Tallaght Village - 19/7/2004 Works completed
	11th July 2005
	completed
	 

	Plaza at Civic Offices, Clondalkin Village- 19/7/2004 Works completed
	Sept. 2004
	completed
	 

	Completion of Tallaght Stadium 18/7/2005 Works completed
	12th December  2005
	completed
	 

	Tallaght ZIP Project 12/9/2005 Works completed
	12th December 2005
	completed
	 

	Construction of single house on site adj 1 Saint Patrick’s Road and construction of wall and wall and railing between Michael Collins Estate and St Patrick’s Estate
	8th May 2006
	completed
	 

	Retail Unit F, Tallaght Cross- install two mezzanine floors , lift & stairs and ancillary work (Big Picture)
	12th November 2007
	completed
	 

	Material alteration & extension of Nos 1, & 2 Main St- offices of TWS
	8th February 2010
	completed
	 

	Grange Castle Over-bridge and pathway extension to Adamstown 
	2009
	Works completed 
	

	Grange Road Permeability Link 
	November 2012
	
	Commencing 2013

	Esker Permeability Link 
	Report to this meeting
	
	Commencing 2013
	Report to this meeting
	
	Commencing 2013

	Tallaght/Ballyboden Cycle Link 
	Report to this meeting
	
	Commencing 2013


Schedule of CPOs – 2004 to date

	
	NON-NATIONAL CPO’S from 2004
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	 
	Scheme
	Date of CPO
	Status
	Timeframe

	CA 298
	SDCC CPO (Green Route Realignment-Ballyboden Road to Grange Road) Order 2004
	29th April 2004
	Completed
	 

	CA 299
	SDCC CPO (Firhouse Road Improvement Scheme-Old Bawn Road to Scoil Carmel) Order 2004
	28th September 2004
	Completed
	 

	CA 303
	SDCC CPO (Outer Ring Road – Adamstown Roundabout to N4) Order 2003
	8th July 2004
	Completed
	 

	CA 305
	SDCC CPO (Footpath/Road improvement at Whitehall road West) Order 2004
	Apr-04
	Completed
	 

	CA 306
	SDCC CPO (Finnstown) Order 2004
	18th October 2004
	Completed
	 

	CA 307
	SDCC CPO (Nangor Road Improvement Scheme) Order 2006
	30th March 2006
	Completed
	 

	CA 310
	SDCC CPO (Ninth Lock Road – Nangor Road) Order 2006
	18th August 2006
	Completed
	 

	CA 311
	SDCC CPO  (Knocklyon Road) Order 2006
	4th December 2006
	Not Completed
	Depending on availability of funding for construction

	CA 312
	SDCC CPO (Robinhood Road – Ballymount Road Reconfiguration) Order 2006
	23rd August 2006
	Not Completed
	Depending on availability of funding for construction

	CA 315
	SDCC CPO (Rathcoole Distributor Road – Phase 1) Order 2007
	13th March 2007
	Not Completed
	Depending on availability of funding for construction

	CA 316
	SDCC CPO (Greenhills Road – Calmount Road Reconfiguration) Order 2007
	26th July 2007
	Not Completed
	Depending on availability of funding for construction

	
	
	
	
	

	
	 NATIONAL CPO’S 2004 – TO DATE 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	 
	SCHEME
	DATE OF CPO
	STATUS
	TIMEFRAME

	MS8
	M50 Motorway Upgrade Scheme Order 2004
	22nd Sept 2004
	Completed
	 

	N4
	N4 Lucan By Pass Upgrade Order 2004
	21st March 2005
	Completed
	 


Q12/1212
MAYOR
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
To ask the Manager if any contact has been made with or received from the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government (whether formal or informal) with regards to arrangements for a "colloquium" of Dublin Councillors to determine issues such as Municipal District Committees and issues around the proposed Mayor for Dublin, amongst other issues, as detailed in the recent "Action Plan for Effective Local Government," issued by the Minister; and to make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
No communication has been received to date from the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government with regard to arrangements for a "colloquium" of Dublin Councillors in respect of the determination of Municipal District Committees and the plebiscite regarding a directly elected Mayor for Dublin.  Members can be assured that should such communication issue that they will be notified at the earliest opportunity.

 Q13/1212
NAMA AND THE SOCIAL DIVIDEND
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager for an update to my question from the June Council meeting with regard to NAMA and the Social Dividend (Item 32106)?
REPLY:
2,000 residential properties were offered as a first tranche of units for social use nationwide by NAMA 18 of which were identified as in the South Dublin administrative area.
The matter is dealt with on behalf of all Local Housing Authorities through the Housing and Sustainable Communities Agency.
The council confirmed to the HSCA that there was a demand for the 18 properties and expressed an interest in procuring them by way of lease of the properties but proposal has not been confirmed to date.
A second tranche of properties was anticipated for later this year but is now likely to be 2013. No details are yet available of the specific timeframe for the release.
 Q14/1212
HOMELESSNESS

QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell

To ask the Manager for an up-to-date report on the implementation of the policy on homelessness in South Dublin County, and to include 1. the number of people seeking accommodation over the past eleven months, 2.  the numbers accommodated,  3. trends in demand, 4. the ability of this Council to respond in the light of the new arrangement, and 5. to make a statement on the situation as addressed by this Council?

REPLY:

The vision contained in the Dublin Region Homeless Executive’s Homeless Strategy is the ending of long term homelessness and the need to sleep rough in Dublin. This vision is underpinned by three strategic aims:

- The prevention of homelessness.

- The provision of effective services in each of the 4 Dublin local  
  authority areas.

- The provision of sufficient long term housing with appropriate 
  supports as required.

In conjunction with the implementation of the Homeless Strategy, Pathway to Home, from the 17th January 2011 the Homeless Persons Unit which was located in the City Centre and provided an assessment and placement service for the 4 Dublin Authorities on an agency basis was disbanded.  From that date on, all who are presenting as homeless call to the relevant local authority for assessment and placed in emergency accommodation, where appropriate, by that Council.  From within existing resources, South Dublin County Council established a Homeless Services Unit to specifically address the needs of persons presenting as homeless.

South Dublin County Council’s Homeless Assessment and Emergency Bed Placement Service provided emergency accommodation to 362 unique individuals / households during the period 1st January 2012 to 31st October 2012.  A centralized bed placement system (PASS) is utilized by the 4 Dublin Authorities to allocate an emergency bed placement.  In addition, South Dublin County Council’s Homeless Services Unit provides an information; advise and advocacy service for persons presenting homeless.  More recently, South Dublin County Council’s Homeless Services Unit provides an emergency bed placement support service (key-working) through the care and case management model to housing applicants awarded homeless priority.  This service assists service users through providing information and support regarding all housing options available; establishing links with relevant stakeholders such as Access Housing Unit, Voluntary Housing Bodies, Sophia Housing Association, Sonas Housing Association; Focus Ireland Tallaght Homeless Advice Unit and the various homeless services available throughout the Dublin region.

The majority of emergency accommodation available to South Dublin County Council’s homeless service users is located in the City Centre.  The Pathway to Home model provides for the establishment of localised Supported Temporary Accommodation (STA).  To this end, South Dublin County Council is at an advanced stage of providing such accommodation in partnership with a well established homeless voluntary body. 

The following accommodation for homeless persons has been provided to date within South Dublin Council’s administrative area:

 a) Permanent & Semi-Permanent Accommodation
	 Location
  
	 Client Group 
	No. of Housing Units  
	No. of Beds 
	 Housing Association 

	Kilcronan, Clondalkin 
	Women & families escaping domestic violence. 
	10

  
	38 
	Sonas

  

	Russell Square, Tallaght 
	Homeless persons with varying needs. 
	12 
	40 
	Sophia

  

	Russell Square, Tallaght 
	Women & families escaping domestic violence. 
	5 
	16 
	Sonas 


South Dublin County Council provides quarterly funding to each of the service providers towards the management and maintenance costs of the facilities.

(b) Emergency Accommodation
South Dublin County Council contributes 11.11% of the overall running cost of emergency accommodation sourced by Dublin City Council throughout the greater Dublin area and into which homeless applicants from South Dublin are placed following assessment by the Council’s Homeless Services Unit.  Included among this accommodation are the following units which have been sourced by Dublin City Council within South Dublin County Council’s administrative area but which are not exclusive to homeless applicants from the South Dublin County Council administrative area:

 Location                                        No. of Bed Spaces                                                                    

Brentwood House, Ballyboden           10

Rosebank, Ballyboden Road              18

 (C) Long Term Accommodation
The Council developed a project with Focus Ireland for the provision of 24 single person units at Deerpark Tallaght allocated primarily to those registered as homeless with the Council and the units have been fully allocated. The Action Plan on Homelessness provides for 10% of all Council lettings being made to homeless applicants. To 31st October 2012, 34 applicants with homeless priority have received either a Council or Voluntary Housing tenancy.  The Homeless Services Unit have supported an additional 36 applicants with homeless priority into private rented accommodation.  All homeless service users moving from emergency accommodation into long-term accommodation are offered visiting support through the SLI (Support to Live Independently) Service. 

(D ) Women’s Refuge
A premises has been provided by the Council in Tallaght for use as a women’s refuge with capacity for six families to be accommodated at any one time and the service is managed by Saoirse Housing Association.  The refuge is fully operational since December 2006. 
Other Homeless Services
Outreach Worker 

The Council has appointed an outreach worker whose work focuses on: 

· Interviewing and assessing the needs of applicants for inclusion on the Council’s Homeless Register 

· Families in emergency accommodation 

· Long term residents of hostels 

· People sleeping rough 

Homeless Prevention and Tenancy Sustainment Service 
In 2011, a Homeless Prevention and Tenancy Sustainment Service in partnership with Focus Ireland was established to provide visiting support to persons / families at risk of becoming homeless addressing the needs of existing tenants within the public, voluntary and private rented housing sectors who may be vulnerable to homelessness. 

Support to Live Independently (SLI)
Since November 2010, South Dublin County Council in partnership with Dublin Simon Community offers visiting support to homeless service users moving from emergency accommodation into independent living in the community.

Tallaght Homeless Advice Unit – Focus Ireland
The Council provides funding on a quarterly basis towards the provision of the homeless advice and information service operated by Tallaght Homeless Advice Unit.

 Q15/1212
ADULT GYM EQUIPMENT 

QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell
To ask the Manager for a report on the recently installed Adult Gym Equipment in our parks and to include in the answer the number of people that participated in the recent training sessions per location?
REPORT:
Outdoor Exercise Equipment was installed during the summer months in eleven parks around the county. The parks where the equipment was installed are

Beechfield Park, Walkinstown

Greenhills Park, Greenhills

Glendown Park, Templeogue

Tymon Park (2 trails) one each side of M50

Griffeen Valley Park, Lucan

Waterstown Park, Palmerston

Hermitage Park, Lucan

Ballymount Park, Clondalkin

Rathcoole Park, Rathcoole

Corkagh Park, Clondalkin

Kingswood Park, Tallaght

The equipment has proven to be very popular and the public have taken to using the equipment as soon as it was installed.  Each piece of equipment has guidance provided which sets out general advice and directions as to how to use the equipment properly. 

As part of National Recreation Week in October, the Council's Sports Officer arranged a series of training sessions on the equipment with instruction and guidance provided by a professional fitness instructor. Signs were placed on the equipment in the parks to promote the event, notices were placed in local libraries and community centres and details were also forwarded to local groups on the sports database. The details were also posted on the Council's website.  

	Location 
	Date
	Numbers attending

	Corkagh Park
	31st October 
	3

	Griffeen Valley Park
	1st November
	1

	Tymon Park (east of M50)
	1st November
	4

	Tymon Park (west of M50)
	1st November
	6

	Waterstown Park
	1st November
	3

	Hermitage Park
	1st November
	1

	Rathcoole Park
	1st November 
	12

	Kingswood Park
	2nd November
	15

	Ballymount Park
	2nd November
	3

	Greenhills Park
	2nd November
	2


While the attendance appears to be generally very low, feedback from active retirement groups and local residents indicated that the main reason for this was the very cold weather experienced that week. People also indicated that they would be interested in participating in a future event if it was held in the spring.

Consideration will therefore be given to running the event. 

Q16/1212
GRASS CUTTING

QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell

That consideration be given for the 2013 grass cutting season to the automatic collection of grass where cutting takes place close to footpaths in our parks and roadways/footpaths in Estates so as to reduce the need for sweeping, blocking of gullies and hazards for pedestrians and cyclists.
REPLY:
It is acknowledged that due to the difficult weather conditions experienced this year, that issues arose in relation to grass clippings on roads and paths around the county. This was due to the strong growth of grass combined with very high levels of rainfall during the summer months which disrupted the grass cutting operation. As a result, more grass clippings than normal arose and because of the wet weather, they tended to clump together and persist for several days. Efforts were made to alter the patterns of grass cutting in the vicinity of roads and pathways to reduce the amount of clippings falling on these surfaces but it is simply not possible to cut grass in the vicinity of roads and footpaths without some of the clippings falling outside of the grass areas.

The collection of grass clippings is neither practical nor sustainable in terms of the scale of the annual grass cutting operation. In any given week, up to 600 individual locations are cut, the majority of which involve working close to a road/footpath at some point. Aside from the disruption to the mowing operation which would be caused by frequent stops to empty grass collection units, additional resources would be required to transport and dispose of what would amount to many tonnes of grass over the course of the season. The most sustainable and cost effective method of dealing with grass clippings is what is actually done which is to operate the nitrogen cycle and return the clippings to the soil at the point where they arise. 

Q17/1212
UNEMPLOYMENT

QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell
To ask the Manager for a report on the number of persons between the ages of 18 and 25 by LEA who are unemployed in South Dublin County?
REPLY:
Total number of people signing for Jobseeker Allowance, Jobseeker Benefit & UBCO in Tallaght Local Office is 12,579.    

2370 of these are under 25.

Total number of people signing for Jobseeker Allowance, Jobseeker Benefit & UBCO in Clondalkin Local Office is 9,834. 

1953 are under 25.

This does not include figures for residents of the County signing in Nutgrove or Dublin City Local Offices.
Q18/1212 
HOUSEHOLD CHARGE

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager for the up-to-date figure on the percentage of eligible households in the County which have paid the 2011 Household Charge to date?

REPLY:
The following is the position in relation to the Household Charge as at the 3/12/2012:

	Properties Paid
	Waivers
	Total Paid + Waivers
	Estimated Liable CSO
	%

	52,033
	414
	52,447
	      81,822 
	64.10%


The Local Authorities have been informed that a target of 65% must be achieved to avoid a reduction in their allocation of the  Local Government Fund. Therefore, the total number of properties which have either to pay or have waivers must reach 53,184 (i.e. 737 properties outstanding). Should this Council's collection not reach the 65%, the Local Government Fund will be reduced by €84,820.00.
Q19/1212
RENOVATION OF FOOTPATHS 

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy


To ask the Manager to provide an approximate figure of the expenditure on repairs, renovation of footpaths in the County in 2012?
REPLY:
An amount of €450,000 was expended on footpath repairs in the County in 2012. This work was largely carried out by outside contractors. In addition to this, minor footpath bay repairs were also carried out by direct labour maintenance staff.

Q20/1212 
ATHBHLIAIN SHÍNEACH/CHINESE NEW YEAR
QUESTION: Councillor E. Walsh
Cén plean atá ag an gComhairle chun Athbhliain Shíneach (Bliain na Nathrach) a cheiliúradh i mí na Feabhra 2013?

What plan has the Council to celebrate the Chinese New Year (Year of the Snake) in February 2013?  

REPLY:
Bliain Nua na Síneach (Bliain na Nathrach)
Anuraidh, ar an 26ú Eanáir 2012 bhí imeacht tionscnaimh chun Bliain Nua na Síneach a cheiliúradh idir Comhairle Contae Átha Cliath Theas agus an Institiúid Teicneolaíochta, Tamhlacht.  Eagraíodh thráthnóna do chultúr na hÉireann agus an tSín i Leabharlann an Chontae agus d’éirigh go hiontach leis.  Tá 12 ainmhí i bhféilire stoidiaca na Síneach.  Bhí ceann ach seo ag seasamh do gach bliain agus is é Bliain na Nathrach é 2013, a thosaíonn ar an 10ú Feabhra.  Is féile ollmhór é Bliain Nua na Síneach i bpobal na Síne trasna na cruinne agus tá muid anseo, i gContae Átha Cliath Theas chun ceiliúradh a dhéanamh le thráthnóna d’imeachtaí.    

Anuraidh bhí na himeachtaí thíos san áireamh:

· Taibhiú beoga damhsa an Leoin leis an Chinese Irish Cultural Academy 

· Taibhithe Ceol agus Damhsa ón tSín agus Éireann 

· Scéalaíocht ón tSín agus Éireann 

· taispeántas cocaireacht na Síneach 

· Ceardlanna Ealaíne agus Ceirde na Síneach do pháistí scoile 

Ar an thráthnóna roinn mic léinn agus fhoireann ó Institiúid Teicneolaíochta Thamhlachta a gcuid taithí, ar an gcaoi go bhfuil an Institiúid ag obair le hOllscoil Teicneolaíochta Nanjing, tríd a hoifig idirnáisiúnta, ag eagrú cláir mhalartúcháin in Eolaíocht Chógaisíochtaagus innealtóireacht.  Don bhliain acadúil 2012/2013 tá 70 mac léinn Ina chónaí agus ag staidéar i dTamhlacht as 680 mac léinn ó Ollscoil Nanjing atá ag staidéar ar chúrsaí acadúla le co oibriú ó Institiúid Teicneolaíochta Thamhlachta.

Tá Grúpa Oibre le daoine ón Chomhairle, Seirbhísí Leabharlanna agus Institiúid Teicneolaíochta Thamhlachta á bhunaíodh chun forbairt agus tógáil a dhéanamh ar an rath a bhí ag imeachtaí anuraidh le clár chun bliain nua na Síneach 2013 a cheiliúradh.  Beidh an Grúpa Oibre seo ag plé le mic léinn agus pobal na Síneach anseo i gContae Átha Cliath Theas chun clár ceiliúradh a fhorbairt le haghaidh 2013.  

Chinese New Year (Year of Snake 2013)
Last year on the 26th January 2012, South Dublin County Council in association with South Dublin Libraries and the Institute of Technology Tallaght held our inaugural event to celebrate the Chinese New Year with a very successful evening of Chinese and Irish Culture in the County Library Tallaght.  Each year of the Chinese calendar is represented by one of the 12 animals of the Chinese Zodiac and 2013 is the Year of the Snake which falls on the 10th February. The Chinese New Year is a huge festival among Chinese communities across the world and here in South Dublin County we plan to celebrate with an evening of events for 2013.

Last year events included: 

· A vibrant performance of the Lion dance by the Chinese Irish Cultural Academy 

· Traditional Chinese /Irish music and dance performances 

· Chinese / Irish Story Telling 

· Chinese Cookery Demonstration 

· Chinese Arts and Crafts Workshops for school children 

On the evening students and staff from the Institute of Technology Tallaght shared their experiences about how the Institute, through its International office is collaborating with the Nanjing University of Technology in China, with exchange programmes in Pharmaceutical Science and Engineering. For the academic year 2012/2013 there are currently 70 Chinese students living and studying in Tallaght out of a total of 680 students from Nanjing University who are studying academic courses in co-operation with the Institute of Technology Tallaght.

A working group made up of representatives from the Council, Library Services and the Institute of Technology Tallaght will be established to develop and build upon the success of last year’s event with a programme to celebrate the 2013 Chinese New Year. This working group will liaise with the students and the wider Chinese Irish community here in South Dublin County to develop a celebratory programme for 2013. 

Q21/1212
ABANDONED WHEELIE BINS 

QUESTION: Councillor E. Walsh
Cad é an beartas maidir le haraidí bruscar atá tréigthe ag féachaint ar dhualgais na gcuideachta dramhaíola faoin Acht um Thruailliú Bruscar 1997?

What is the Council's policy regarding abandoned litter wheelie bins having regard to the duties of waste companies under the Litter Pollution Act 1997?
REPLY:
Tá ceist araidí bruscar a chur ar fáil agus a bhailiú mar chuid don chonradh idir an táirgeoir bruscair (An Sealbhóir Tí) agus an bailitheoir ceadaithe bruscair.  Nuair a chuireann an sealbhóir tí críoch lena conradh le comhlacht príobháideach dramhaíola, tá an dualgas ar an sealbhóir tí teagmháil a dhéanamh leis an gcomhlacht agus iarraidh orthu an t-araid bruscair a bhailiú.  Nuair a chuireann an sealbhóir tí an comhlacht ar an eolas, tá an dualgas ar an gcomhlacht an t-araid bruscar a bhailiú taobh istigh d’am réasúnta.  

Tá gearáin faighte agus fós a bhfáil ag CCÁCT trí Sheirbhís Mhaoir Bhruscar an Chomhairle ón bpobal faoi araid tréigthe trasna an chontae.  Is cosúil, ó bhreathnú ar na ngearáin, go bhfuil comhlacht amháin ar leith nach bhfuil ag bailiú an araid bruscar nuair atá deireadh curtha le conradh ag an gcustaiméir.  Bhí Rannóg Cur i bhfeidhm agus Ceadúnais ó Sheirbhísí Comhshaoil i dteagmháil leis an gcomhlacht.

The matter of the issue/removal of a wheelie bin forms part of the private contract  between the waste producer (the householder) and the Authorised Waste Collector.  Where a householder discontinues their contract with a private waste company,  the onus is on householder to contact that company and request that the redundant wheelie bin be removed.  Once the householder notifies the waste company, it is the responsibility of that company to remove the wheelie bin within a reasonable time.

SDCC has and continues to receive complaints from members of the public and through the Council's Litter Warden Service regarding the ongoing issue of abandoned wheelie bins throughout the county; analysis of these complaints would suggest one company in particular is failing to respond to request form former customers to have redundant wheelie bins removed.   The Council's Enforcement and Licensing Division, Environmental Services has contacted the company in question in relation to the ongoing problem.

H7/1212
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H8a)/1212
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF 11 HECTARES AT GRANGE CASTLE BUSINESS PARK
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“An application, through IDA has been received from a Global Healthcare company to acquire 11 hectares at Grange Castle Business Park to construct a Life Sciences Global Healthcare Facility. 

I recommend that subject to the provision of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 and in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 that the Council dispose of by way of a 999 year lease a site of 11 hectares or thereabouts as outlined in Red of Drawing no. 12_206_902 at Grange Castle Business Park, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 to Grifols Worldwide Operations Limited, 70 Sir John Rogersons Quay, Dublin 2 for the purposes of developing Life Sciences Global Healthcare Facility subject to the following terms and conditions which are to be incorporated into the proposed Lease. 

1.    That the lands being disposed of comprise approximately 11 hectares or thereabouts.  The precise boundaries have yet to be established. A formal disposal map suitable for registration of the Applicant’s title to the lands in the Land Registry shall be prepared by the Council for inclusion with the legal documents but in the interim a draft plan for identification purposes Drawing No. 12_206_902 is annexed showing the site outlined in red.  The map will show 5 metre wayleave area along the northern, southern and eastern boundaries and a 12 meter wayleave along the western boundary in favour of the Council, its nominees and assigns, for the purposes of laying services and utilities within the said wayleave areas. These will be required within the perimeter of the lands being disposed of to facilitate the future servicing by the Council of this site, the Business Park and any other lands.

2.   That the consideration due to the Council shall be calculated on the basis of the sum of €550,000 (Five Hundred and Fifty Thousand euro) per hectare (the “Purchase Price”), payable, as to the amounts described at (a), (b) and (c) below:-

(a)  10% of the Purchase Price on signing and exchange of a Contract for Sale / an Agreement for Lease in respect of the site. Such amount to be refunded in the event that the development proposed for the site does    not receive full planning permission, and/ or in the event of any of the terms and conditions of the disposal not having been satisfied.

(b)  80% of the Purchase Price within 15 business days of date of The Applicants entry onto the site for the purpose of commencing construction works on foot of the final grant of planning permission (provided that, for the avoidance of doubt, The Applicant shall be entitled to carry out due diligence and engineering analysis activities (including, but not limited to geotechnical analysis and studies, soils testing, water analysis, site borings, environmental assessments, etc.) prior to the payment of this sum in accordance with any building licence to that effect as described in paragraph 5.

(c)  The remaining 10% of the Purchase Price on the grant of the Master Lease which shall occur at the time and in the manner set out at 10 below.  

The Council shall be entitled to charge interest at a rate of eight per cent (8%) per annum on any outstanding sums in the event of failure by the Applicant to pay the foregoing sums on the above dates.  This interest rate penalty shall be calculated on a daily basis for any period of time deposits are outstanding without cause.

3.  Within 2 weeks of the date of this Contract the Council and The Applicant (or their appointed agents) shall meet on the Subject Property to: (i) agree and stake out the boundaries thereof according to the Contract Map; and (ii) agree the final measurement of the Subject Property so staked out. In the absence of agreement in respect of either the location of the stakes or the final measurement of the Subject Property, the matter shall be referred to an independent land surveyor of at least 10 years standing experienced in surveying industrial land and who shall act as an expert, whose decision shall be final and binding on the parties and whose costs shall be borne equally between the Council and The Applicant.  The independent surveyor shall be asked to give his or her final decision on the matters referred to him or her within 2 weeks of the said referral. 

4.  That the Applicants must apply for full planning permission (and if required in connection therewith provide an Environmental Impact Statement) for the entire development on the site not later than 30th June, 2013. The Applicants shall forward to the Council within six months of the date of final grant of planning permission, and in any event, no later than one month prior to the Applicant commencing works on foot of the final grant of planning permission, a copy of the outline building programme for such works describing the key construction milestones which, it is acknowledged, may be subject to variation.

5.  That: (i) if the construction works (meaning site preparation and shell and core construction) have not commenced within six months of the date of final grant of planning permission for the development, or by 31st December, 2013 whichever is the later, or such later date as may be agreed in writing with South Dublin County Council; or (ii) if shell and core construction works are not substantially completed in accordance with the final grant of planning permission within thirty (30) months from the date of commencement of such works then either party may by written notification on the other rescind the agreement for lease / contract for sale. In this instance the Applicant must reinstate the lands to its pre-development condition. And further that, in the event that the final grant of planning permission is issued containing conditions which the Applicant considers to be onerous, the Applicant may by written notification on the Council rescind the agreement for lease / contract for sale. In event of rescission on any of the foregoing grounds, any monies paid to the date thereof under 2 above shall be repaid to the Applicant without payment of interest. It is acknowledged that construction of the Life Sciences Global Healthcare Facility may occur on a staged basis and provided the Applicant have commenced and completed the first phase thereof within the time frames set out in this paragraph it will be deemed to have complied with its obligations herein.

6.  That the Council shall enter into an agreement for lease or contract for sale in respect of the sale of the site to the Applicant (by way of grant of the Master Lease), based on and to give effect to these heads of terms, and which agreement / contract shall contain a licence authorising the Applicant to enter onto the site from the date thereof prior to the grant of the Master Lease, to carry out due diligence and site analysis (including, but not limited to geotechnical analysis and studies, soils testing, water analysis, site borings, environmental assessments, etc.) prior to the grant of final planning permission, and after the issue of such permission, to construct the Life Sciences global healthcare facility.  The agreement / contract shall contain further reasonable obligations upon the Applicant with respect to that construction to ensure the satisfactory completion of the approved development on the site.

7.  The applicant will be responsible for all planning levies and contributions payable in accordance with the Council’s Development Contribution Scheme made under the Planning and Development Act 2000.  The Contributions under the Scheme are payable prior to entry on to the site or as otherwise agreed by the Council.  The applicants must satisfy themselves as to the capacity of all services to service the proposed development. 

[A special Arts contribution fixed at 50 cent per square foot of gross building areas shall also apply payable no later than the grant of the Master Lease subject to receipt by the Applicant of an invoice therefore.] 

8.  That all site investigations (including archaeological investigations), groundwork’s, overhead cable diversions, demolitions/site clearance/septic site removal (such works are subject to regulations and to obtaining the relevant statutory licences), services connections, development and associated costs incurred in the delivery of the entire completed development shall be borne by the Applicants.  

9.  That the Applicants shall undertake not to use the site for any purposes other than that of due diligence and site analysis prior to the final grant of planning permission and thereafter for the purpose of carrying out the proposed development, viz a Life Sciences Global Healthcare Facility and related facilities and office accommodation which contain its substantial operations and subject to the terms of the “Master Lease” (see 11 below).  On commencement of the Master Lease all buildings shall be occupied by the applicants or their tenants, agents, employees, invitees and/or assigns in accordance with the terms of the Master Lease. 

10.  That the Applicant shall build nothing (except with the prior written approval of the Council) on the site except the buildings shown on the approved drawings and for which Planning Permission has been granted, as outlined in condition 3. An architect’s certificate of practical completion confirming that the development has been completed in accordance with the approved plans and specification for which planning permission has been granted shall be submitted by the applicant and shall be appended to the Master Lease. A maintenance Plan for the external areas and buildings shall be submitted to the Council. 

11.  That as soon as building works have reached eaves level (in other words the “topping-out” phase of construction, meaning that all foundations are in place, the structural system is erected and inspected, and the building is weather-tight with roof complete) in accordance with relevant planning permission(s) in the development on the site, and if the works have been carried out to the satisfaction of the County Architect acting reasonably, the Council will grant the Applicant a lease of that site.  The lease shall be for a term of 999 years (commencing from a date to be agreed upon, but no earlier than the date of Practical Completion of the buildings thereon) subject to a rent of €500 per annum (exclusive of rates, taxes, and outgoings in respect of the site) which will be reviewed at the end of every 5 years of the term in line with any changes in the Irish Consumer Price Index.  The Council’s Solicitors shall draft the lease for approval by the Applicant’s Solicitors. The lease granted shall be known as the Master Lease (“Master Lease”).  The Master Lease shall provide that the lessee shall become a member of the management company for the Business Park, and shall pay the annual service charge described in accordance with the provisions of the Master Lease and appendices thereto. 

12. (a)    The Applicant shall at his own expense construct the roads and services from Point A to Point B measuring approx 223 meters in length, as shown on Drawing No 12_206_902 in accordance with the Council’s specifications and design.  The Applicant will be responsible for the construction of these roads and services and shall form part of its planning application for the facility.  The Council will grant a Building Licence to the Applicant to facilitate the construction of these roads & services and giving the Applicant access to all parts of Grange Castle Business Park as are necessary in order to facilitate that construction.  On completion these roads and services will be handed over to the Council.  The Council reserves the right to oversee and monitor the construction of these roads and services. 

OR
12 (b) The Council shall construct the Road and services from Point A to Point B, measuring approx. 223 metres in length, as shown on Drawing No. 12_206_902 and shall recover the cost of construction of the roads and services from the Applicant , such cost to be recovered not to exceed €450,000. 

13.     That the Agreement to Lease or contract for sale is not to operate as a lease and it shall not be transferable save in the case of a financial institution of good standing which has entered into a mortgage with the Applicants specifically for the purposes of financing the Applicants to undertake the development of the site or to an affiliate, parent or subsidiary company of the Applicant.

14.     That South Dublin County Council reserves the right, only to be exercised by the Council acting reasonably, to re-enter on the site and resume possession thereof prior to the date of grant of the Master Lease: (i) in the event that the applicants fail to commence and complete the buildings within the period specified at 4 above; or (ii) in the event of the dissolution, bankruptcy or insolvency of the Applicants save in the case where a Financial Institution which has entered into a mortgage with the Applicants for the purposes of financing the development of the site and enforces its security against the site.  South Dublin County Council shall provide written notice of any intent to exercise this right and offer a 30 day cure period for rectification of any default on the Applicant’s part, including use of mediation/arbitration, or similar third-party intercession.

15.    That during the building period and pending the grant of the Master Lease, the applicant will provide all reasonably required evidence of the ‘all risks’, public liability and employer’s liability insurance cover maintained by the Applicant for the construction period. It is acknowledged that following completion of the construction of the Life Sciences Global Healthcare Facility, the building and all insurable risks associated therewith will be included in the Applicant’s own insurance programme. All insurance will be subject to the approval of the Councils insurance advisors, acting reasonably and promptly sought by the Council.

The insurance shall, be in the joint names of the Applicant and the Council, or shall contain an indemnity to principals clause, and will be for such an amount as will provide cover for the full Reinstatement Value of so much of the building as is erected at any time together with a sum for Professional Fees and removal of debris charges

The Applicants shall also indemnify South Dublin County Council against any claim for compensation which might / may be made by any party arising out of building works being carried out on the site, or any working areas or on any access points thereto.

16.     That the Council is and shall be carrying out extensive construction projects in the Business Park.  Both parties shall use their reasonable endeavours to ensure that any interaction between respective contractors employed to carry out any works including, but not limited to building or road works, is carried out in an open and transparent manner with engineers and liaison officers such as to ensure that no additional contract costs accrue to either party.

17.     That no uncovered outdoor storage shall be permitted on the subject lands.  All processing, packing, waste disposal or recycling and such like operations shall be carried out within suitable structures or equipment such as compactors located on the premises in accordance with any statutory regulations or requirements in that regard.

18.     That all car and commercial vehicle parking areas, loading areas and service areas must be suitably landscaped and screened from public view.  In this regard the Applicant shall carry out at the Applicant’s costs such boundary and landscape treatment works as the Council may reasonably require, bearing in mind the nature of the Park and provided that such works are not substantially more than required of any other occupiers of the Park during construction. Such works may, only where reasonable, be in addition to similar works required under a planning permission for development of the subject lands.  The Applicants shall submit a copy of its landscaping and security plan to the Council’s Development Department prior to the grant of the Master Lease for approval. 

19.     That each party shall be responsible for their own professional (i.e. legal, engineering, architects, and other required consultants’) fees in this case.

20.     That the Applicants shall pay any V.A.T., stamp duty or taxes for which it is lawfully liable arising at any stage in this transaction (except where any lawful exemption or relief therefrom applies), including on the creation of a Building Licence (if any), an Agreement to Lease or contract for sale, and a Master Lease.

21.     That the Councils Solicitors shall draft the agreements, contracts and leases and may include further reasonable terms and conditions as deemed appropriate to give effect to the heads of terms set out herein, including provision for use of an expert or arbitrator process to settle any disputes arising, as appropriate, in order to achieve a reasonable balance in the protection of the parties’ respective interests in the matter.  In the case of disputes concerning final measurement and valuation of the site for the purposes of calculating the Purchase Price, an arbitration clause shall refer to the appointment of a Chartered Valuation Surveyor to act as arbitrator.  This person to be appointed by agreement of the parties or in default of agreement to be appointed by the President of the Society of Chartered Surveyors in the Republic of Ireland.  The costs of any arbitration to be borne equally by the parties.  

22.     That the Applicants shall satisfy South Dublin County Council (acting reasonably) prior to exchange of the agreement for lease / contract for sale, that sufficient funds are available for the payment of the sums set out in paragraph 2 above, and prior to commencement of construction on foot of the final grant of planning permission or each phase thereof, to cover the capital costs of such construction or the relevant phase thereof as appropriate.

23.   That the above proposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being obtained by both parties in order to allow full construction activities.

24.     No agreement enforceable at law is created or is intended to be created until an exchange of contracts has taken place.  

​​​​​​​​​​​​​The lands being disposed of form part of lands acquired from Thomas J. Beattie (1978) and Bernard Murphy (1980) for residential, industrial, roads and open spaces development and from Alfred Beattie (1997) and Mervyn Eager (1999) for the future development of the Business Park. 

Philomena Poole, 
County Manager.” 
Councillor W. Lavelle commented on this item by congratulating management and staff on their achievement and welcomed this multi-national business to the County.

It was proposed by Councillor O’Connell, seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan         and RESOLVED:

“That subject to the provision of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 and in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 the Council dispose of by way of a 999 year lease a site of 11 hectares or thereabouts as outlined in Red of Drawing no. 12_206_902 at Grange Castle Business Park, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 to Grifols Worldwide Operations Limited, 70 Sir John Rogersons Quay, Dublin 2 for the purposes of developing Life Sciences Global Healthcare Facility subject to the terms and conditions as outlined in the foregoing report, which are to be incorporated into the proposed Lease.”
H8b)/1212
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - VARIATION OF TERM 4 (a) IN THE PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF A 20 ACRE SITE AT AUNGIERSTOWN AND BALLYBANE, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The Council at its meeting held on 10th September, 2012 noted the Proposal to dispose of a 20 acre site at Aungierstown and Ballybane, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 to Google Ireland Limited subject to certain terms and conditions, Minute H7/0912 refers. 

Following further discussions between the parties I recommend in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 that the Council vary Condition No. 4 (a) of the original terms of the disposal as follows:- 

	Original Term 
	Proposed Term 

	4(a)  In the event that the purchaser has not commencement of development of industrial or light industrial buildings which may include for the avoidance of doubt, data centre, logistics warehouse or ancillary structures including electricity substation on at least 30% of the subject land within a period of 7 years from the date of the disposal, the Council will then have the option to purchase back 
	4(a) In the event that the Purchaser has not commenced development (meaning the commencement of development of industrial or light industrial buildings which may include for the avoidance of doubt, data centre, logistics warehouse or ancillary structures including electricity substations) the Subject Property within a period of seven (7) years from the closing date, then the Council shall have the option to purchase back the land at the price of €220,000 (two hundred & twenty thousand euro) per acre (as adjusted by reference to changes in the Consumer Price Index maintained by the Central Statistics Office (the “Consumer Price Index”) from the closing date to the date of the said disposal to the Council.  For the avoidance of doubt, the Council acknowledges that the Purchaser may develop the Subject Property in phases and agrees that commencement of the first such phase of development shall be sufficient for the Purchaser to have “commenced development” for the purposes of complying with the terms of this disposal.  The option for the Council to purchase back the land may be exercised no earlier than the date which is seven (7) years from the Closing Date and no later than the date which is ten (10) years from the Closing date, and shall thereafter lapse entirely.  


The terms of the disposal as reported to the members otherwise to remain unchanged. 
Philomena Poole, 
County Manager.” 
It was proposed by Councillor C. Brophy, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and RESOLVED:

“That in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 the Council vary Condition No. 4 (a) of the original terms of the disposal as outlined in the foregoing report.  The terms of the disposal as reported to the members otherwise to remain unchanged.”  
H8c)/1212
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE DWELLINGS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H8d)/1212
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST - SMALL BUILDERS SCHEME AT 12 BALROTHERY ESTATE, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24





The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground
Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to William Byrne and Rep. of Pauline Byrne (Deceased) to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. William Byrne and Rep. of Pauline Byrne (Deceased) has applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.
	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase

Price

	12 Balrothery Estate, Tallaght, Dublin 24  
	William Byrne Pauline Byrne (Deceased)           
	29/09/1973
	Siobhan O’Dea  
	€359.00  


P. Poole 

_____________________

County Manager”

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and RESOLVED:

“That in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, South Dublin County Council dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to William Byrne and Rep. of Pauline Byrne (Deceased) to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. William Byrne and Rep. of Pauline Byrne (Deceased) has applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired 

From
	Purchase 

Price

	12 Balrothery 

Estate Tallaght      Dublin 24  
	William Byrne Pauline Byrne (Deceased)           
	29/09/1973
	Siobhan O’Dea  
	€359.00”


H9/1212
PART 8 REPORT ON WALKING & CYCLING ROUTE FROM TALLAGHT TO BALLYBODEN
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Report on Part 8 consultation process for the construction of a cycle route from

Tallaght to Ballyboden in the townlands of Tallaght, Old Bawn, Killininny, Ballycragh,

Tymon South, Knocklyon, Scholarstown, Ballyroan, Ballyboden.

Proposed works will comprise the following:
1. Construction of new off-road cycle tracks on Old Bawn Road, Knocklyon Road and

Templeroan Road; incorporating associated road re-alignments as required.
2. Construction of new shared facilities through Dodder Valley Park (north and south of the Dodder River), Monalea Park and Knocklyon Road.
3. Upgrade of existing off-road cycle tracks on the Firhouse Road and Ballyboden Way;
4. Upgrade of Old Bawn Road in Tallaght Village to incorporate cyclist facilities.
5. Provision of new advisory cycle lanes through the N81 - Old Bawn Road junction.
6. Junction improvements at the Firhouse Road West - Old Bawn Road junction, Old Bawn - Firhouse Road junction, Templeroan Road - Scholarstown Road junction and at the  Ballyboden Road junction.
7. Road safety improvement works, including new Toucan Crossings, at: • Old Bawn Road –N81 junction, all arms; • Old Bawn Road access into the Dodder Valley Park adjacent to Parkwood Road junction; • Firhouse Road - at Victory Centre; • Firhouse Road – Monalea Wood junction; • Ballycullen Road – Monalea Park junction; • Knocklyon Road – Old Knocklyon Road junction; • Knocklyon Road – Knocklyon Shopping Centre; • Knocklyon Road entrance Into Dargle Wood Park; • Templeroan Road – Dargle Wood Park; • Ballyboden Way at Boden Park.
8. Public realm upgrade works, to provide improved cycle facilities through the residential

estates of: • Avonbeg Road; • Mountain Park – St. Dominick’s Road, The Crescent, St. 
Dominick’s Terrace and Homelawn Road; • Seskin View – Bawnville Road and Bawnville Park;• Monalea Wood.
9. Construction of two Pedestrian and Cycle Bridges over the Dodder River and in Dodder Valley Park.
10. Improvements to existing bus stops along the route.
11. Provision of bicycle parking and street furniture at locations along the route.
12. Replacement of affected trees and other landscaping works throughout the scheme.
13. Footpath improvement works throughout the scheme.
14. Provision of new road drainage and associated works where required.
15. Provision of new public lighting, CCTV surveillance cameras, road markings and signage where required.
16. All associated site works as necessary to complete the scheme;
1. Introduction
1.1 Purpose of the Report

The purpose of this Manager’s Report is to present the outcome of the Part 8 consultation, to respond to submissions made during the consultation period and to make recommendations in relation to the proposed development where appropriate.

1.2 Structure of the Report

This report provides the following:

• An introduction including details on the purpose of the report and an outline of the

public consultation programme that was carried out.

• Description of Proposed Development

• List of Submissions received

• A summary of the issues raised in the submissions made during the consultation

period together with the Manager’s Responses and Recommendations.

• Assessment as to whether or not the proposed development would be consistent with

the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

• Recommendation as to whether or not the proposed development should be

proceeded with as proposed, or as varied or modified as recommended in the report,

or should not be proceeded with, as the case may be.
1.3 Outline of Public Consultation Programme

1.3.1 Statutory Consultation

The proposed development and accompanying Appropriate Assessment report was placed on public display for the statutory period of six weeks from Thursday, 6th September 2012 until18th October 2012. The Part 8 proposals were presented to the Tallaght Area Committee and Rathfarnham Area Committee at a briefing meeting held on the 30th August 2012. They were also presented at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 24th September 2012 and to the Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting held the 11th of September 2012.

The closing date for receipt of written submissions via email to travelsmart@sdublincoco.ie or to Tony Shanahan, Administrative Officer, Economic Development and Transport Planning Department was Friday 2nd November, 2012 for receipt of written submissions from the public.

Copies of the plans were available during the public display period at

• South Dublin County Council Offices, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24

between the hours of 9:00 am – 5.00pm Monday to Thursday and 9.00am -

4.30pm on Friday (Inspection and Purchase)
• South Dublin County Council Civic Offices, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 between the

hours of 9:00 am – 5.00pm Monday to Thursday and 9.00am - 4.30pm on

Friday (Inspection only)
• County Library, Tallaght, Dublin 24, between the hours of 9.45 am to 8 pm

Mon to Thurs, 9.45am to 4.30pm Fri to Sat Closed Saturdays and Mondays of

Bank Holiday Weekends (Inspection only)
• Whitechurch Library, Taylor’s Lane, Ballyboden, Dublin 16 between the hours

of 2.00pm - 8.00pm Mon –Thurs, 9.45am - 4.30pm Saturday, Closed Friday

and public holidays (Inspection only)
A total of 6 submissions were received.
1.4 Legislative Background

Section 179 (3) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), requires that the manager of a local authority shall, after the expiration of the period during which submissionsor observations with respect to the proposed development may be made, in accordance with regulations under subsection (2), prepare a written report in relation to the proposed development and submit the report to the members of the authority.

Section 179(b) outlines that a report prepared in accordance with paragraph (a) shall—

(i) describe the nature and extent of the proposed development and the principal features thereof, and shall include an appropriate plan of the development and appropriate map of the relevant area,

(ii) evaluate whether or not the proposed development would be consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area to which the development relates, having regard to the provisions of the development plan and giving the reasons and the considerations for the evaluation.

(iii) list the persons or bodies who made submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development in accordance with the regulations under subsection (2),

(iv) summarise the issues, with respect to the proper planning and sustainable development o f the area in which the proposed development would be situated, raised in any such submissions or observations, and give the response of the manager thereto, and

(v) recommend whether or not the proposed development should be proceeded with as

proposed, or as varied or modified as recommended in the report, or should not be

proceeded with, as the case may be.

Under Section 179(4) of the Planning and Development Act, members of a local authority shall, as soon as may be, consider the proposed development and the report of the manager.

Following the consideration of the manager's report, the proposed development may be

carried out as recommended in the manager's report, unless the local authority, by

resolution, decides to vary or modify the development, otherwise than as recommended in the manager's report, or decides not to proceed with the development. A resolution must be passed not later than 6 weeks after receipt of the manager's report.
2. Proposed Development

2.1 Description of the Proposed Development

It is proposed to construct a cycling route from Tallaght to Ballyboden in the townlands of Tallaght, Old Bawn, Killininny, Ballycragh, Tymon South, Knocklyon, Scholarstown, Ballyroan, Ballyboden.

Proposed works will comprise the following:

1. Construction of new off-road cycle tracks on Old Bawn Road, Knocklyon Road and

Templeroan Road; incorporating associated road re-alignments as required.

2. Construction of new shared facilities through Dodder Valley Park (north and south of the Dodder River), Monalea Park and Knocklyon Road.

3. Upgrade of existing off-road cycle tracks on the Firhouse Road and Ballyboden Way;

4. Upgrade of Old Bawn Road in Tallaght Village to incorporate cyclist facilities.

5. Provision of new advisory cycle lanes through the N81 - Old Bawn Road junction.

6. Junction improvements at the Firhouse Road West - Old Bawn Road junction, Old Bawn -Firhouse Road junction, Templeroan Road - Scholarstown Road; junction and at the Ballyboden Road junction.

7. Road safety improvement works, including new Toucan Crossings, at: • Old Bawn Road –N81 junction, all arms; • Old Bawn Road access into the Dodder Valley Park adjacent to Park wood Road junction; • Firhouse Road - at Victory Centre; • Firhouse Road – Monalea Wood junction; • Ballycullen Road – Monalea Park junction; • Knocklyon Road – Old Knocklyon Road junction; • Knocklyon Road – Knocklyon Shopping Centre; • Knocklyon Road entrance into Dargle Wood Park; • Templeroan Road – Dargle Wood Park; • Ballyboden Way at Boden Park.

8. Public realm upgrade works, to provide improved cycle facilities through the residential estates of: • Avonbeg Road; • Mountain Park – St. Dominick’s Road, The Crescent, St. Dominick’s Terrace and Homelawn Road; • Seskin View – Bawnville Road and Bawnville Park;• Monalea Wood.

9. Construction of two Pedestrian and Cycle Bridges over the Dodder River and in Dodder Valley Park.

10. Improvements to existing bus stops along the route.

11. Provision of bicycle parking and street furniture at locations along the route.

12. Replacement of affected trees and other landscaping works throughout the scheme. 

13. Footpath improvement works throughout the scheme.

14. Provision of new road drainage and associated works where required.

15. Provision of new public lighting, CCTV surveillance cameras, road markings and signage where required.

16. All associated site works as necessary to complete the scheme;

The proposal has undergone Appropriate Assessment Screening under the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC).

2.2 Plans and Details

The Plans and Details are attached.
3. List of Submissions

A total of 6 written submissions were received during the consultation period, a list of all the persons/bodies that made the submissions is provided in Table 3.1 below.

Table 3.1 Submissions made during the consultation period

Ref Name

R4CR0001 Seamus MacGearailt

R4CR0002 Joseph Scully

R4CR0003 Tony Ennis

R4CR0004 Eamon Maloney T.D

R4CR0005 Anne Reilly

R4CR0006 Cllr Emma Coburn
4. Summary and Categorisation of Issues Raised and Manager’s Responses

4.1 Introduction

This section presents an analysis of the submissions and includes a summary of each of the issues raised and the responses and recommendations of the Manager.

The responses of the Manager have been framed taking account of the statutory obligations of the local authority, relevant Government and Ministerial guidelines and the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.
4.2 Summary of Issues Raised, Responses and Recommendations
Submissions No. 1 - Seamus Mac Gearailt
This submission relates to the following issues:

1. Welcomes the scheme, considers it a major benefit for cyclists

2. Preference expressed for bridge design 1 over bridge design 2

3. Concerns about the use of 2 way cycle tracks

4. Concerns relating to the use of yield signs along these 2 way cycle routes at side road junctions

5. Concerns regarding the proposals to retain the roundabout at the junction of Ballyboden Road & Taylors Lane - as it appears biased in favour of maintaining traffic capacity.

6. Road names on drawings seem to be incorrect.
Managers Response:

1. Acknowledged

2. There are two separate bridges proposed as part of the scheme. One to traverse the

Dodder River, which is the cable stayed bridge, and the other to bridge an adjoining stream.

Both of the bridges indicated in the Part 8 Drawings will form part of the scheme.

3. The use of 2 way cycle tracks has been limited to two sections only – within each of these sections, the existing environment meant that the provision of 1 way cycle tracks in both directions was proving extremely difficult to deliver and hence the 2 way cycle tracks  presented the optimal design solution.

Along the Templeroan Road - The two-way track here has been dictated by the existing

mature trees on the western side of the carriageway. To provide a cycle track on both sides of the carriageway would mean removing the existing tree lines on each side of the carriageway. This would have a negative effect on the area.

At Knocklyon Shopping Centre - In order to progress along the route, cyclists have to cross the road to join in with the shared path at the Shopping Centre, where the existing road width does not lend itself to the possibility of a safe cycle track on each side of the carriageway and hence a shared path has been proposed.

4. Agreed - This is a design detail that will be fully resolved as part of the final detail design prior to construction.
5. All of the junctions along the route have undergone traffic modelling assessments both in their current scenarios and then re-tested for various junction improvements. This roundabout was tested for both full signalisation and for a single lane more pedestrian friendly roundabout layout as per NTA Cycle Manual. The roundabout at the junction of Ballyboden Road & Taylors Lane proved unsuitable for signalisation or lane reduction due to the volumes of traffic it currently caters for. The current proposal for a cycle /pedestrian friendly roundabout layout with crossings on all arms complies with the new NTA Cycle Manual and will be subject to detail design analysis.

6. There are some instances where incorrect road names are used on the layout drawings – (Firhouse Road – updated to Firhouse Road West, Templeroan Mews – update to Templeroan Road, Ballyboden Way added).
The Item 6 above is shown as part of the final amended Part 8 drawings.
Submission No. 2 – Joseph Scully (19, Old Bawn Way)
This submission relates to the following issues:

1. Concerns regarding proposed improvements to Firhouse Rd which is a newly constructed road (2009)

2. Support for the 20 car park spaces along the Old Bawn Road adjacent to the public open space.

3. Support for the Toucan Crossing at junction of Old Bawn Road and N81

4. Concern regarding the provision of Toucan Crossing at Dodder Park entrance adjacent to Parkwood Road – which is an under utilised entrance

5a). Concerns regarding the elimination of all left hand slips at Old Bawn junction and the Firhouse Road junction

5b). Concerns regarding the elimination of left hand slip at Old Bawn junction and the

Firhouse Road West

6. Need for additional pedestrian facilities at Old Bawn / Kiltipper Road junction

7. Concerns regarding lack of traffic data regarding the Old Bawn and Firhouse Road West

8. Concerns regarding the impact of the proposals on the performance of existing bus

services

9. Concerns regarding the potential for increased rat running through residential areas off Old Bawn Road

Managers Response:

1. It is acknowledged that the existing cycle infrastructure along this section of road for the most part is acceptable and is proposed to be retained– however in the process of developing a strategic cycle route that will achieve a high overall Quality of Service assessment (based on the National Transport Authority’s Cycle Manual) and ensure that the strategic cycle route remains coherent and attractive to long distance cyclists, commuters as well as facilitate local journeys, it was considered that some enhancements could be made to existing cycle tracks along the route. For instance there are a number of isolated locations where improvements are proposed to enhance the overall route i.e. in vicinity of bus stops, lay bys side road junctions etc. These allow cyclists the option to go ‘on road’ for short sections and thus mak ethe route more appealing to cyclists as it decreases possible delays and journey times. It is confirmed that no car parking spaces will be removed along the Firhouse Road.

2. Acknowledged. However, it is considered that these parking spaces could be better

provided as angled parking or parallel parking. Bicycle parking will also be included at this location and other appropriate locations, such as the car park at Dodder Valley Linear Park on the Firhouse Road, as identified at the detail design stage

The item 2 above relating to car parking is shown as part of the final amended

Part 8 drawings.
3. Acknowledged.

4. The provision of a new Toucan Crossing at this location is to provide access to the

proposed new shared cycle / pedestrian link within the Dodder Valley Park, linking east bound to a new bridge crossing of the Dodder Valley within the Park. It is considered that once the scheme is complete this entrance to the Park will become more actively used.

5a). The junction as proposed in the Part 8 drawings has been modelled based on the

preliminary design drawings and there is a slight reduction in capacity. Given the improved pedestrian / cycle environment this reduction in vehicular capacity is considered acceptable. However it is acknowledged that these results are based on preliminary design drawings and in order to ensure the operation of the junction remains acceptable, the current proposals for the Firhouse / Old Bawn Junction will be subject to detailed design that will include further analysis and design discussions with the SDCC Roads Traffic Section; and will require the final design and modelling to be fully assessed and recommended by Roads Traffic Department through the detailed design stage. Any proposed changes to the junction from the current existing condition shall ensure that the junction operates at the optimal level for all modes of transport.
It is also intended that the three junctions along the Old Bawn Road will be linked using a SCOOT system to optimise the capacity and performance of the junctions along the Old Bawn Road.
5b). While the left slip lane at the Firhouse Road West junction will be removed in order to facilitate safer cyclist and pedestrian crossing facilitates, it is considered that a left turning lane will need to be provided to cater for traffic demands at this location.
The items 5a) and 5b) above are shown as part of the final amended Part 8

drawings.
6. This is considered a relatively low traffic side road junction where pedestrians and cyclist can cross without the need of a formal signalised crossing, however a raised courtesy crossing together with tighter corner radii could possibly be provided at this location  to give additional pedestrian cycle priority at this location. This will be further examined at final detail design stage.
7. A traffic count on the Firhouse Road West – Old Bawn Road junction was carried out post Part 8 as part of further detailed design. The proposal (as per Item 5b) above) were modelled and are considered acceptable.
8. Public Transport movements and frequencies will not be impacted upon with the proposed design in place. It is intended that Dublin Bus will be further consulted as part of the final detail design stage.
9. It is intended that these schemes will encourage an element of modal change from cars to bicycles and will have no significant impact on the traffic capacity of the existing road network in the area. It is not envisaged (and traffic modelling to date confirms) that ‘ratrunning’ will be any greater than at present.
Submission No. 3 – Tony Ennis (40, Watermeadow Park)
This submission relates to the following issues:

1. Concerns regarding the elimination of all left hand slips at Old Bawn Road / Firhouse Road junction.
2. Concerns regarding the removal of left hand slip onto Firhouse Road West.

3. Concerns that Old Bawn Road is too narrow for cycle lanes
Managers Response:

1. The junction as proposed in the Part 8 drawings has been modelled based on the

Preliminary design drawings and there is a slight reduction in capacity. Given the improved pedestrian / cycle environment this reduction in vehicular capacity is considered acceptable.  However it is acknowledged that these results are based on preliminary design drawings and in order to ensure the operation of the junction remains acceptable, the current proposals for the Firhouse / Old Bawn Junction will be subject to detailed design that will include further analysis and design discussions with the SDCC Roads Traffic Section; and will require the final design and modelling to be fully assessed and recommended by Roads Traffic Department through the detailed design stage. Any proposed changes to the junction from the current existing condition shall ensure that the junction operates at the optimal level for all modes of transport.

It is also intended that the three junctions along the Old Bawn Road will be linked using 
A SCOOT system to optimise the capacity and performance of the junctions along the Old Bawn Road.

2. While the left slip lane at the Firhouse Road West junction will be removed in order to acilitate safer cyclist and pedestrian crossing facilitates, it is considered that a left turning lane will need to be provided to cater for traffic demands at this location.
The items 1-2 above are shown as part of the final amended Part 8 drawings.
3. The proposed reduction in carriageway widths are in accordance with design standards for the functionality and context of the Old Bawn Road. The reduced carriageway widths allow for the provision of cycle facilities and improved pedestrian facilities and will be a critical element within an overall package of works to create a more traffic calmed environment along this section of the Old Bawn Road.

Submission No. 4 – Eamon Maloney T.D.
This submission relates to the following issues:

1. Welcomes the new cycle route proposal that will enhance facilities for pedestrians and cyclists.

2. Concerns regarding the elimination of all left hand slips at Old Bawn Road / Kiltipper Road .junction

3. Concerns regarding the elimination of left hand slip at Old Bawn Road / Firhouse Road West junction.
4. Concerns regarding the potential for increased rat running through residential areas off Old Bawn Road

5. Concerns regarding the proposals to reduce carriageway widths from existing 3.8m down to 3.25m along Old Bawn Road and the reduction of ghost island to 0.5m at the Firhouse West Road

Managers Response:

1. Acknowledged
2. The junction as proposed in the Part 8 drawings has been modelled based on the

preliminary design drawings and there is a slight reduction in capacity. Given the improved pedestrian / cycle environment this reduction in vehicular capacity is considered acceptable.

However it is acknowledged that these results are based on preliminary design drawings and in order to ensure the operation of the junction remains acceptable, the current proposals for the Firhouse / Old Bawn Junction will be subject to detailed design that will include further analysis and design discussions with the SDCC Roads Traffic Section; and will require the final design and modelling to be fully assessed and recommended by Roads Traffic Department through the detailed design stage. Any proposed changes to the junction from the current existing condition shall ensure that the junction operates at the optimal level for all modes of transport.
It is also intended that the three junctions along the Old Bawn Road will be linked using a SCOOT system to optimise the capacity and performance of the junctions along the Old Bawn Road.

3. While the left slip lane at the Firhouse Road West junction will be removed in order to facilitate safer cyclist facilities and pedestrian crossing facilitates, it is considered that a left turning lane will need to be provided to cater for traffic demands at this location.
The items 2-3 above are shown as part of the final amended Part 8 drawings.
4. It is intended that these schemes will encourage an element of modal change from cars to bicycles and will have no significant impact on the traffic capacity of the existing road network in the area. It is not envisaged (and traffic modelling to date confirms this) that ‘ratrunning’ will be any greater than at present.
5. The proposed reduction in carriageway widths are in accordance with design standards for the functionality and context of the Old Bawn Road. The reduced carriageway widths allow for the provision of cycle facilities and improved pedestrian facilities and will be a critical element within an overall package of works to create a more traffic calmed environmental along this section of the Old Bawn Road.
Submission No. 5 – Anne Reilly
This submission relates to the following issues:

1. Concerns over the proposed upgrades to existing cycle facilities along Firhouse Road and along Ballycullen Road, which have been recently constructed, as they would appear to be expensive and unnecessary as the existing facilities are adequate.

2. Concerns regarding the route choice from Tallaght to Ballyboden – A more direct route would consist of Old Bawn Road, Killininny Road, St Colmcille’s, Scholarstown Road, Ballyboden Way and then on to Taylors Lane.

3. Concerns regarding ongoing maintenance of off road cycle tracks
Managers Response:

1. It is acknowledged that the existing cycle infrastructure along the Firhouse Road for the most part is acceptable and is proposed to be retained– however in the process of developing a strategic cycle route that will achieve a high overall Quality of Service assessment (based on the National Transport Authority’s Cycle Manual) and ensure that the strategic cycle route remains coherent and attractive to long distance cyclists, commuters as well as facilitate local journeys, it was considered that some enhancements could be made to existing cycle tracks where they exist along the route. For instance there are a number of isolated locations where improvements are proposed to enhance the overall route i.e. in vicinity of bus stops, lay bys side road junctions etc. These allow cyclists the option to go ‘on road’ for short sections and thus make the route more appealing to cyclists as it decreases possible delays and journey times. It is confirmed that no car parking spaces will be removed along the Firhouse Road.

There are no proposals to upgrade existing cycle facilities along the Ballycullen Road.

Although a new Toucan crossing will be required at the point where the proposed route

traverses the Ballycullen Road in the vicinity of Monalea Park.
2. As part of an NTA study carried out earlier during 2012 to carry out a Tallaght Cycle

Network Analysis and develop proposals for a strategic cycle network for the area – The proposed route was identified as the most direct route which would deliver the best quality of service as a cycle route. A secondary route along the lines of that which has been suggested was also examined but considered to be a supplementary route that, while it did connect the destinations well, fell down on potential connections to desirable destinations along the route, and also with regard to the quality of service and attractiveness of the route to potential cyclists that could be delivered along roads which are essential fast moving, heavily trafficked, distributor roads.

3. Throughout the proposed scheme off-road cycle tracks and/or raised cycle lanes are

proposed as appropriate given the surrounding environment and in accordance with the

requirements of the NTA National Cycle Manual. In many instances on-road cycle lanes were not appropriate given the environmental constraints i.e. existing traffic volumes, traffic speeds. Maintenance of the new cycle route is an issue that will be addressed as part of the final design stage and proposals for maintenance will be included in any future applications for funding to construct the route

Submission No. 6 – Cllr Emma Coburn
This submission relates to the following issues:
1. Concerns regarding the traffic implications of the proposed conversion of Scholarstown Roundabout to a signalised junction
Managers Response:

1. The proposed conversion of the Scholarstown Road roundabout to a signalised junction confers significant benefits to pedestrians and cyclists for the following reasons; traffic moves slower through a signalised junction, particularly at corners ensuring cyclists and pedestrians are safer, the crossing routes for pedestrians and cyclists remain closer to the desire line and they become less diverted from the main route, the proposed junction allows pedestrian and cyclist crossing facilities to be installed on all arms and there is significant spare capacity within this existing junction so the proposal allows for a rebalancing of capacity that confers significant improvements to the pedestrian and cyclist environment in the area without overly inconveniencing the motorist. This is of particular benefit in that locality due to the proximity of a large number of schools and resultant high numbers of pedestrians and cyclists.
The junction as proposed has been modelled. There is significant spare traffic capacity within the current arrangement. The traffic modelling illustrates that there is only a slight reduction in capacity, but given the significantly improved pedestrian/cycle environment and the spare capacity that exists, this is considered acceptable. Further modelling and further discussions with the SDCC Roads Traffic Section will be carried out within the area as part of the final detailed design stage to ensure that the junction operates well within acceptable levels.
5.0 County Development Plan 2010 - 2016

The promotion of more sustainable modes of transport that link more consolidated urban

areas together is central to the core strategy of the County Development Plan strategy.

Section 2.2.15.i of the County Development Plan 2010 - 2016 outlines that it is the policy of the Council to ensure sustainable forms of movement and the use of the street by pedestrians and cyclists and to promote permeable pedestrian and cyclist networks connecting to shops, community facilities, employment areas and desired places to go. 
Furthermore, the County Development Plan 2010 – 2016 states that ‘walking and cycling will be promoted by securing the development of a network of safe cycle routes and footpaths on new and existing roads and on routes reserved exclusively for pedestrians and cyclists and by the development of foot and cycle ways off-road (e.g. through open spaces and along established rights of way)’.
Having regard to the nature and extent of the proposed project, it is considered that the proposed development is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable

development of the area and the County Development Plan 2010 – 2016.
6.0 Recommendation

Following consideration of the above submissions, the Manager is of the view that the issues raised by way of the submissions can be satisfactorily addressed during the detailed design stage and as outlined in the foregoing report. It is recommended that, as the proposal is in conformity with proper planning and sustainable development of the area, that the Council proceed with the Part 8 proposal for the construction of a cycle route from Tallaght to Ballyboden and to include amendments as per drawing Sheet Nos. below as identified in the report:

Drawing Nos.:

12_098_204

12_098_206

12_098_207

12_098_209

12_098_212

12_098_219

12_098_220

12_098_221

12_098_222”
Environmental Report
The Appropriate Assessment Report  



Deputy Mayor Councillor G. O’Connell expressed his congratulations to all involved in this project and the benefits of it to the county as a whole.

Councillor C. Bond also welcomed this ambitious project and wished the Manager to be mindful of a submission made by Deputy E. Maloney T.D. (submission No. 4) in relation to left-hand slips at Old Bawn Road.

Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Land Use, Economic and Transport Planning acknowledged the submission and stated that it would be addressed during the detailed design of the route.
It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That as the proposal is in conformity with proper planning and sustainable development of the area, the Council proceed with the Part 8 proposal for the construction of a cycle route from Tallaght to Ballyboden and to include amendments as per drawing Sheet Nos. as identified in the foregoing report”.
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PART 8 REPORT ON GRIFFEEN ROAD TO R136, BALLYOWEN, LUCAN (deferred from November Council Meeting)





The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“South Dublin County Council propose to construct a shared walking and cycling route from Griffeen Road to Ballyowen Road (Outer Ring Road), (R136) at Ballyowen, Lucan incorporating walking and cycling links from Castle Riada and Moyglas housing estates.

The following is proposed;

• A pedestrian and cycle access point onto Ballyowen Road (Outer Ring Road) (R136).

• Upgrading of the existing access and cycle facilities from Griffeen Road to the route.

• A new 4m wide shared walking and cycling route along the line of the Esker linking Griffeen Road and Ballyowen Road (Outer Ring Road) (R136) including access for the less mobile.

• A pedestrian and cycle access from Moyglas housing estate to Ballyowen Road (Outer Ring Road) (R136)

• Walking and cycling links from Castle Riada and Moyglas housing estates to the new route.

• New landscape design interventions.

• Provision of CCTV and public lighting for the route and

• All ancillary works

The proposal has undergone Appropriate Assessment Screening under the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC).

1. Introduction
1.1 Purpose of the Report
The purpose of this Manager’s Report is to present the outcome of the Part 8 consultation, to respond to submissions made during the consultation period and to make recommendations in relation to the proposed development where appropriate.

1.2 Structure of the Report
This report provides the following:

· An introduction including details on the purpose of the report and an outline of the public consultation programme that was carried out. 

· Description of Proposed Development 

· List of Submissions received 

· A summary of the issues raised in the submissions made during the consultation period together with the Manager’s Responses and Recommendations. 

· Assessment as to whether or not the proposed development would be consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area. 

· Recommendation as to whether or not the proposed development should be proceeded with as proposed, or as varied or modified as recommended in the report, or should not be proceeded with, as the case may be. 

1.3 Outline of Public Consultation Programme
1.3.1 Non – Statutory Consultation
As part of the feasibility process, the Planning Authority carried out a non-statutory public consultation process to gauge public opinion on the project.

In early June, a notification letter was delivered to 800 households in Castle Riada and Moy Glas outlining the principle of the route and detailing the non statutory public consultation and public consultation process. In addition, door to door calls were carried out in Moy Glas and Castle Riada to the houses immediately adjacent to the Esker to inform residents of the proposal and provide an opportunity for questions. 

The Council arranged the delivery of an information brochure and accompanying questionnaire to approximately 4,850 households inside a c800m walking band of the proposed route in the vicinity. The purpose of the leaflet was to inform residents of the proposed route and invite feedback through the questionnaire. Submission of the questionnaire was available on www.sdcc.ie and by postal return.

The questionnaire consisted of 11 No. questions to determine the respondents opinion on the project. During the public consultation period a total of 142 submissions were received from members of the public through the circulated questionnaire, returned by post and online. In addition, a petition was received outside of the questionnaire. The results of the questionnaire outlined the following: 

· 90% of the total respondents stated that they thought the proposed project would benefit the area. 

· 83% of the respondents who reside in Castle Riada and Moy Glas estates feel the project would benefit the area.

This non statutory consultation informed the design of the project and raised awareness in the local community prior to commencement of the Part 8 process. 

1.3.2 Statutory Consultation 
The proposed development and accompanying Appropriate Assessment report was placed on public display for the statutory period of six weeks from Thursday, 6th September 2012 until 18th October 2012. The Part 8 proposals were presented to the Lucan Area Committee Members at a briefing meeting held on the 30th August 2012. They were also presented at the Lucan Area Committee Meeting held on 25th September 2012.

The closing date for receipt of written submissions via email to travelsmart@sdublincoco.ie or to Tony Shanahan, Administrative Officer, Economic Development and Transport Planning Department was Friday 2nd November, 2012 for receipt of written submissions from the public.

Copies of the plans were available at 

· South Dublin County Council Offices, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24 between the hours of 9:00 am – 5.00pm Monday to Thursday and 9.00am - 4.30pm on Friday (Inspection and purchase) 

· Clondalkin Civic Centre, Ninth Lock Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 between the hours of 9:00 am – 5.00pm Monday to Thursday and 9.00am - 4.30pm on Friday (Inspection only) 

· Lucan Library, Superquinn Shopping Centre, Newcastle Road, Lucan, Co. Dublin between the hours of  9.45 am to 8 pm Mon to Thurs. 9.45am to 4.30pm Fri to Sat. Closed Saturdays and Mondays of Bank Holiday Weekends (Inspection only) 

· The plans and particulars can be viewed on South Dublin County Council’s website – www.sdcc.ie
A total of 217 submissions were received by 5pm on Friday 2nd November. 

1.4 Legislative Background
Section 179 (3) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), requires that the manager of a local authority shall, after the expiration of the period during which submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development may be made, in accordance with regulations under subsection (2), prepare a written report in relation to the proposed development and submit the report to the members of the authority.

Section 179(b) outlines that a report prepared in accordance with paragraph (a) shall—

(i) describe the nature and extent of the proposed development and the principal features thereof, and shall include an appropriate plan of the development and appropriate map of the relevant area,

(ii) evaluate whether or not the proposed development would be consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area to which the development relates, having regard to the provisions of the development plan and giving the reasons and the considerations for the evaluation.

(iii) list the persons or bodies who made submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development in accordance with the regulations under subsection (2),

(iv) summarise the issues, with respect to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the proposed development would be situated, raised in any such submissions or observations, and give the response of the manager thereto, and

(v) recommend whether or not the proposed development should be proceeded with as proposed, or as varied or modified as recommended in the report, or should not be proceeded with, as the case may be.

Under Section 179(4) of the Planning and Development Act, members of a local authority shall, as soon as may be, consider the proposed development and the report of the manager. Following the consideration of the manager's report, the proposed development may be carried out as recommended in the manager's report, unless the local authority, by resolution, decides to vary or modify the development, otherwise than as recommended in the manager's report, or decides not to proceed with the development. A resolution must be passed not later than 6 weeks after receipt of the manager's report.

2. Proposed Development 
2.1 Description of the Proposed Development
It is proposed to construct a walking and cycling route from Griffeen Road to Ballyowen Road (Outer Ring Road, (R136) at Ballyowen, Lucan, incorporating walking and cycling links from Castle Riada and Moyglas housing estates.  

• A pedestrian and cycle access point onto Ballyowen Road (Outer Ring Road) (R136); 

• Upgrading of the existing access and cycle facilities from Griffeen Road to the route; 

• A new 4m wide shared walking and cycling route along the line of the Esker linking Griffeen Road and Ballyowen Road (Outer Ring Road) (R136) including access for the less mobile; 

• A pedestrian and cycle access from Moyglas housing estate to Ballyowen Road (Outer Ring Road) (R136); 

• Walking and cycling links from Castle Riada and Moyglas housing estates to the new route; 

• New landscape design interventions; 

• Provision of CCTV and public lighting for the route and 

• All ancillary works. 

The proposal has undergone Appropriate Assessment Screening under the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC).

 
2.2 Plans and Details 
The Plans and Details are attached.

3. List of Submissions
A total of 217 written submissions were received during the consultation period, a list of all the persons/bodies that made the submissions is provided in Table 3.1 below.

Table 3.1 Submissions made during the consultation period
	ESKCR0001
	Lisa Barry
	116 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0002
	M Kelly
	115 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0003
	P Doherty
	114 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0004
	Paula Galway
	113 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0005
	Resident
	112 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0006
	Resident
	111 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0007
	Susan Kelly
	110 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0008
	Brenda Byrne
	109 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0009
	Caroline Kelleher
	108 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0010
	Fiona Harford
	107 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0011
	Mary Wyatt
	106 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0012
	Resident
	105 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0013
	Rosana & Owen Doyle Gaines
	102 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0014
	Paul Yeoman
	101 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0015
	Resident
	100 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0016
	Resident
	99 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0017
	Sandra Dunne
	98 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0018
	Resident
	97 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0019
	Lisa Bolger
	96 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0020
	Resident
	95 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0021
	Resident
	93 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0022
	Resident
	92 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0023
	B O'Grady
	91 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0024
	Lucie Cunningham
	90 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0025
	Resident
	89 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0026
	Resident
	88 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0027
	Darren Jenkins
	87 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0028
	Alan Curtis
	86 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0029
	Noeleen Diskin
	85 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co. Dublin

	ESKCR0030
	Ruth O'Dea
	84 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co. Dublin

	ESKCR0031
	Resident
	82 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co. Dublin

	ESKCR0032
	Resident
	81 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co. Dublin

	ESKCR0033
	Orlagh McDonald
	80 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan CO. Dublin

	ESKCR0034
	C. Wilkinson & K. Merriman
	79 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co. Dublin

	ESKCR0035
	Resident Lovett
	78 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan co Dublin

	ESKCR0036
	Catriona Heighty
	77 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan co Dublin

	ESKCR0037
	Resident
	76 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0038
	Victoria Balcoh
	75 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0039
	Resident
	74 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0040
	Erica Kask
	73 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0041
	Resident
	71 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0042
	Resident
	70 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0043
	Xue Geng Zhou
	69 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0044
	Resident
	68 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0045
	Colleen Ahern
	67 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0046
	Pam Quinn
	66 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0047
	Paul Byrne
	65 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0048
	Dominic Fazelic
	64 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0049
	Resident
	63 Castle Riada Avenue lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0050
	Resident
	62 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan co Dublin

	ESKCR0051
	Ghenadie Nasalquc
	61 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0052
	Resident
	60 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0053
	David Flood
	58 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co. Dublin

	ESKCR0054
	Martin Powel
	57 Castle Riada Avenue lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0055
	Rebecca Ryan
	56 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0056
	Syle Reaq
	55 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0057
	Colin Hanley
	54 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0058
	Mary Egan
	50 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0059
	P O'Brien
	53 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0060
	Andrew Fitzgerald
	52 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0061
	Residents
	Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0062
	Resident
	50 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co. Dublin

	ESKCR0063
	Resident
	49 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0064
	Sarah Connaught on
	48 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0065
	Residents
	46 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0066
	Resident
	44 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co. Dublin

	ESKCR0067
	Janet Young
	43 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0068
	Cian Tierney
	42 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0069
	Residents
	41 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0070
	June Chaney
	40 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0071
	Resident
	39 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0072
	Mary Jordan
	38 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0073
	Fiona Leonard & Paddy Quinn
	37 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0074
	Sharon Shelley
	36 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0075
	Patricia Seery
	35 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0076
	Dermot McKeon
	34 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0077
	Eithne Hartley
	33 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0078
	Oleug Lavruk & Yuoiy Napaclovskeiy
	32 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0079
	Resident
	30 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0080
	Resident
	29 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0081
	Jean Baiden
	28 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0082
	Bernair Giue
	27 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0083
	Sheila & Lar Fitzpatrick
	26 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0084
	Louie Snuthene
	25 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0085
	Thomas McNicholas
	24 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0086
	Nikki Sheerin
	23 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0087
	P.J. McClushy
	22 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0088
	Carmel O'Keeffe
	21 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0089
	Bolanie Elukanlo
	20 Castle Riada Avenue lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0090
	Ghulam Mujtaba
	19 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0091
	Resident
	18 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0092
	Resident
	17 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0093
	Resident
	16 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0094
	Edel Shannon
	15 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan CO Dublin

	ESKCR0095
	Sean & Barbre Bay
	14 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0096
	Stephen D'Arcy
	13 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0097
	Patrick Cawley
	12 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0098
	Resident
	11 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0099
	Sam Power
	10 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0100
	Faizah Farooqi
	9 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0101
	Niamh Clynes
	8 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0102
	Sagine Taneja
	7 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0103
	Sheene McDonagh
	6 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0104
	Denise McLanna
	5 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0105
	Resident
	4 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0106
	Amanda Lynch
	3 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0107
	Joe Fay
	2 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0108
	Helen Keating
	1 Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0109
	Hilda Cullivan
	 

	ESKCR0110
	Steven & Lorraine Walters
	18 Moy Glas Lawn Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0111
	David Fitzpatrick
	Castle Riada Avenue Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0112
	Amanda Brien
	11 Moy Glas Lawn Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0113
	Sarah White
	 

	ESKCR0114
	Joseph Kennedy
	Moy Glas Crescent Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0115
	Keith Cunningham
	Luas Line F Design Manager Parkgate Business Centre Parkgate Street Dublin 8

	ESKCR0116
	Ken Maycock
	 

	ESKCR0117
	Tracey Nelson & Alan Lyons
	65 Castle Riada Drive Lucan Co Dublin

	ESKCR0118
	Derek Keating T.D.
	 

	ESKCR0119
	Joann Reid (Rep of Residents of Moy Glas Lawn & Crescent
	17 Moy Glas Lawn

	ESKCR0120
	Gordon & Julianne White
	10 Moy Glas Lawn

	ESKCR0121
	Keith Cunningham RPA (2nd submission)
	 

	ESKCR0122
	Hilda Cullivan Chairperson
	Castle Riada Drive Residents Committee

	ESKCR0123
	Residents
	2 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0124
	Emily Moss
	3 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0125
	Tina Hoey
	4 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0126
	Helen Maguire
	6 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0127
	Resident
	8 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0128
	Ainarj Bahs
	9 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0129
	Joan Deane
	10 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0130
	Resident
	11 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0131
	Resident
	13 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0132
	Resident
	14 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0133
	Resident
	15 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0134
	Georgy Blizhnikov
	16 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0135
	Mark Gogarty
	17 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0136
	Resident
	18 Castle Riada Drive 

	ESKCR0137
	Resident
	19 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0138
	Karen Malone
	20 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0139
	Resident
	21 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0140
	Rachek Callaghan
	22 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0141
	Louis Murray
	23 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0142
	Resident
	24 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0143
	William Kennedy
	25 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0144
	Resident
	28 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0145
	Caroline Kennedy
	29 Castle Riada Drive 

	ESKCR0146
	Resident
	30 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0147
	Resident
	31 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0148
	Resident
	32 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0149
	Resident
	33 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0150
	Siobhan & David Cryan
	34 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0151
	Sarah Carroll
	36 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0152
	Resident
	37 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0153
	Mary Ryan
	38 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0154
	Grainne Ni Lanagain
	39 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0155
	Robbie Dunne
	41 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0156
	Ann Finnerty
	42 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0157
	Suzanne O'Driscoll
	45 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0158
	Lince Georaz
	47 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0159
	Denis O'Callaghan
	48 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0160
	D. Costello
	50 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0161
	Resident
	51 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0162
	Residents
	52 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0163
	Resident
	53 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0164
	Robert & Frances Byrne
	54 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0165
	Lisa Murtagh
	55 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0166
	Letiha Harkin
	56 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0167
	Paul Goff 
	57 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0168
	Resident
	58 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0169
	Keith Brunkard
	59 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0170
	Resident
	60 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0171
	Resident
	61 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0172
	Angela O’ Raw & Jeffrey Nolan
	62 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0173
	Resident
	63 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0174
	Resident
	64 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0175
	Michael Russell
	66 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0176
	Resident
	67 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0177
	Sara Mullally
	69 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0178
	Ghinvca Eugen
	70 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0179
	Aidan Cullen
	72 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0180
	Lynn Dugg
	73 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0181
	Resident
	74 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0182
	Natalia & Michael Egan
	75 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0183
	Kevin & Kathleen Martin
	77 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0184
	Lorraine Becker
	78 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0185
	Resident
	79 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0186
	Bridget Kenny
	80 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0187
	Resident
	81 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0188
	Michelle Duffy
	82 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0189
	Aisling Maxwell
	83 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0190
	Martin & Susan Mills
	84 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0191
	Noel Ryan
	85 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0192
	Resident
	86 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0193
	Kim Hale
	87 Castle Riada Drive 

	ESKCR0194
	Edith Praseniciene
	89 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0195
	Catherine Costello
	90 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0196
	Chris Pattison
	94 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0197
	Resident
	95 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0198
	Resident
	97 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0199
	Michelion Murphy
	98 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0200
	Resident
	99 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0201
	Resident
	103 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0202
	Orla O'Neill
	104 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0203
	Niamh Morris 
	106 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0204
	Geraldine O'Brien
	107 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0205
	Gerard & Evelyn Maloney
	108 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0206
	Deirdre & Derek O'Brien
	109 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0207
	Resident
	110 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0208
	Emily Ayin
	113 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0209
	Susan K Smith
	114 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0210
	Resident
	115 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0211
	Kian Gahan
	116 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0212
	Tanya Paolella
	117 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0213
	Resident
	118 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0214
	Sharon & Pat O'Loughlin
	119 Castle Riada Drive

	ESKCR0215
	Stephen & Denise Doyle
	13 Moy Glas Lawn

	ESKCR0216
	Derek & Michelle Smallhame
	8 Moy Glas Lawn

	ESKCR0217
	Alan Fay
	12 Moy Glas Lawn


4. Summary and Categorisation of Issues Raised and Manager’s Responses 
 4.1 Introduction 
This section presents an analysis of the submissions and includes a summary of each of the issues raised and the responses and recommendations of the Manager. 

The responses of the Manager have been framed taking account of the statutory obligations of the local authority, relevant Government and Ministerial guidelines and the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

4.2 Summary of Issues Raised, Responses and Recommendations 

Submissions No. 1 – 108 from Castle Riada Avenue Residents
Submission Ref ESKCR 0001 – ESKCR 0108 are replicate letters outlining identical issues from residents in house no.1 – 116 Castle Riada Avenue (excluding no. 31, 45, 47, 51, 59, 72, 83, 94, 103 & 104)   

These submissions relate to the following issues:

1. In principle, the submission is supportive of the proposed new walking and cycling link at the Esker. 

2. Strongly opposed to access point at Griffeen Road (Link 3) into Castle Riada Avenue by virtue of the substantial increase in new foot traffic within this area and outlines that the link would become a haven for anti social behaviour and that the activities currently on-going on the top of the esker would be moved down into Castle Riada Estate. 

3. Opposed to the interface with Castle Riada Estate on the basis of genuine and significant security, safety and residential amenity concerns.  Request made that the proposed interface with Castle Riada Estate be removed.

4. Strongly believe that the proposed walking and cycling link requires lighting and CCTV. 

Managers Response: 
1. The Manager welcomes the support of these residents of Castle Riada Avenue to the principle of the proposed development. 

2. The main route from Griffeen Road to the Ballyowen Road R136 will likely increase the use of the route by local people accessing local facilities and foot fall will likely increase along the route. The increased footfall is positive for the area and will increase passive surveillance and improve the existing situation in terms of anti social activity. Lighting and CCTV is proposed as part of the project and will further enhance the security of the route and encourage usage.

The proposed links to the main route from the adjacent estates will provide access to the main route and the facilities existing in the local area for residents. The link proposed from the main route to Castle Riada Avenue accommodates an existing and very persistent desire line. This desire line is currently inaccessible and inconvenient to those in wheelchairs, with buggies or during wet and muddy conditions. The existing desire line has been incorporated into the proposal as a formal footpath with entrance point to reduce the walking and cycling distances and to formalise the existing desire line. By providing a direct route along the Esker and formalising carefully designed and located links it is likely that increased footfall will be directed away from houses currently suffering from informal access points and routes and onto formal, lit routes that benefit from passive surveillance. The links to adjacent estates are intrinsic to the functionality, usage and viability of the project. The purpose of the project is to enhance permeability in the general area and to comply with the policies of the National Transport Authority (NTA) and the County Development Plan 2010 – 2016. Increased users of the route, whether for recreational uses, or accessing facilities (such as the bring bank, the bus stops, the cycle routes adjacent, the schools or local centres nearby) increases the safety of the proposed route overall. To attempt to block an existing desire line that currently connects to the proposed route would be inadvisable and counter productive to the success of the main route and the permeability objective of the project. In the past it has also proven ineffective in preventing the use of desire lines e.g. repeated damaging of railings on desire lines. 

3. The proposed link to Castle Riada Avenue will provide a sound, universally accessible surfaced route in place of the existing desire line traversing the open space in the Estate and improve the residential amenity of the occupants of Castle Riada. Additionally, the provision of a surfaced link will improve the quality of the open space surface in the Estate by preventing widespread eroding of the grass by informal paths connecting to the existing Esker. The provision of CCTV, lighting, planting and increased usage of the route will likely improve the security and safety of the wider area. 

4. Lighting and CCTV is proposed as part of the project. The new public lighting proposed for the route uses ‘white light’. This type of light mimics day-light and is particularly good for facilitating facial recognition and distance viewing. This means it is possible to see further and distinguish people sooner during hours of darkness. As such it is considered to be safer than the more traditional forms of light used previously. The lighting is also proposed to be energy-efficient with dynamic dimming and reduced light pollution as the lamps will allow light to be focused on the proposed route rather than dispersing over the wider area.

Submission No. 109 – Hilda Cullivan 
This submission relates to the following issues: 

1. What exactly is proposed for the Castle Riada Drive side at the Ballyowen Road? If it is a wall, what height is proposed? 

2. Are the council proposing to block up all the current manmade holes running from the top of the Esker down into Castle Riada Drive? 

3. Will the CCTV system have speakers as well telling people to move on like they have along canal? 

4. How much is the budget? 

Managers Response: 
1. The existing boundary is proposed to be relocated adjacent to the turning area in Castle Riada Drive as part of the construction of the pedestrian entrance from Ballyowen Road to the main route. The design is subject to further detailing and will tie in with the existing boundary of Castle Riada in terms of height and finish to ensure compatibility. Pedestrian access to the route or Ballyowen Road from Castle Riada Drive is not provided at this location.  

2. A landscape proposal will be implemented as part of the project and additional planting will be provided to supplement the existing planting. It is not specifically proposed to block up the gaps in the hedges from Castle Riada Drive to the Esker. These gaps were created by pedestrian desire lines, it is hoped that the provision of an alternative surfaced link will reduce/cease the usage of these gaps and over time, the planting will naturally grow in the gaps.

3. The CCTV will be designed to allow monitoring at a central location, recording of footage and audio intervention. The management of the CCTV will be subject to detail design and on-going assessment and will take into account proximity of adjacent residents, hours of monitoring and the occurrence of anti-social activity along the route.

4. The project is currently only funded to Part 8 stage by the National Transport Authority (NTA). In the event that the Part 8 is approved, further funding will be applied for by the Planning Authority to the NTA. 

Submission No. 110 - Steven & Lorraine Walters (18, Moy Glas Lawn)
This submission relates to the following issues: 

1. Generally in favour of the route but with concerns. 

2. Concerns relating to changes in general access to children’s play area in front of the houses at Moy Glas Lawn, residents do not want this area to become a short cut and request adequate screening to stop pedestrians coming off the walkway and using the area in front of our houses as a short cut. 

3. Concerns regarding overlooking from the walkway. Do the Council plan to remove any of the current foliage and is adequate screening via mature planting in the budget to ensure we still have privacy from passers-by?

4. Concerns in relation to the vacant plot at this location and to the proposal to remove the evergreen trees which border these houses and the plot. What is the plan for these trees and is there any plans to do anything with this vacant lot? 

Managers Response: 
1. Support for route noted. 

2. It is anticipated that the proposal will reduce the number of people informally short cutting through this area of open space by providing an alternative route via the Ballyowen Road. The position of the proposed ramp makes the existing desire line at this location less desirable as a short cut to the Ballyowen Road; so it is considered likely that the current usage of this short cut will decrease as a result of the proposals.  A landscape proposal will be implemented as part of the project and additional planting will be provided to supplement the existing planting at this location. It is not specifically proposed to block up the gaps in the hedges and the existing desire lines. These gaps were created by pedestrian desire lines, it is hoped that the provision of an alternative surfaced link will reduce/cease the usage of these gaps and over time, the planting will naturally grow in the gaps.

3. An Assessment of the Trees Located Along the Proposed Cycle and Walking Route has been prepared by Arborist Associates Ltd. In general, the project will seek to minimise the removal of trees in accordance with the report prepared by Arborist Associates Ltd. Additional clear stem trees are proposed along Moy Glas Lawn to supplement the existing screening and the planting along the Esker will be enhanced. 

4. The vacant plot of land is in private ownership and as such, is outside the direct scope of the project. The Council will liaise with the land owner during the detailed design and construction phases with the hope of reaching agreement to tidy up the plot and remove/reduce the evergreen trees along the northern boundary of the plot to open up sight lines and increase passive surveillance of the main east west route. 

There are no plans to seek agreement with the landowner to remove the trees along the eastern boundary adjacent to no.18 Moy Glas Lawn. The impact on the adjacent houses will be considered and taken into account during discussions with the landowner to ensure the privacy of the adjacent householders in Moy Glas Lawn is not adversely affected.

Submission No. 111 - David Fitzpatrick
This submission relates to the following issues: 

1. Resident looks forward to the proposed changes and the improvement they will make to the area. 

2. Is it envisaged that any trees will be removed when the path is built linking the way to the road on Castle Riada Avenue? 

Managers Response: 
1. Support of proposed changes noted. 

2. It is not anticipated that the link from Castle Riada Avenue to the route will require the removal of any trees. The link will be detailed to ensure trees are not removed insofar as is possible within the constraints of the site. In the event that it is necessary to remove trees, they will be relocated or replaced in an adjacent location.

Submission No. 112 – Amanda Brien (11, Moy Glas Lawn) 
This submission relates to the following issues: 

1. Is it proposed that a wall will be put up?  Would not be happy with a wall and do not want to look at a wall when I look out my window and the road outside my house is very narrow already.  (Submission is made from resident of no.11 Moy Glas Lawn).

Managers Response: 
1. The submission relates to the area in front of no.11 Moy Glas Lawn. Building regulations require wheelchair access to the proposed route. The proposal provides for an access ramp to the route from the Ballyowen Road and will facilitate access for wheelchair users, those who have difficulty negotiating stepped accesses and those with buggies or bicycles. This ramp is proposed between the edge of Moy Glas Lawn Road and the existing fence. The proposed position of the ramp was chosen for the following reasons; the main part of the Esker is not eroded, the position of the ramp acts to provide a visual and noise buffer between Moy Glas and the Ballyowen Road where none exists at present and the position ensures the open space within Moy Glas Lawn is not overly impacted on. As part of the construction of the ramp, a wall is proposed along Moy Glas Lawn c2.5m inside the existing boundary. The proposed wall will be finished to a high standard and planted with climbers. The proposed wall and ramp will provide a buffer both visually and aurally between the householders and the R136. The ramp design will ensure that a high wall remains between users of the proposed ramp and the houses, and a railing between the ramp and the R136 on the eastern side ensure that there is visually permeability into the ramp from the R136 to ensure passive surveillance. The ramp is subject to detailed design and will seek to minimise the impact on adjacent residents as much as possible.

Submission No. 113 – Sarah White
1. Submission doesn’t believe the replicate submissions received from Castle Riada Avenue residents is a proper representation of the local point of view since there was no option to disagree. This resident wants it stated that they in favour of the proposal. 

Managers Response: 
1. Submission and support for proposals are noted. 

Submission No. 114 – Joseph Kennedy (Moy Glas Crescent) 
This submission is from a resident of Moy Glas Crescent relates to the following issues: 

1. Opposed to access points in the wall along the ring road as it will take away security for children, will de-value houses and will encourage anti-social behaviour and dumping.

Managers Response: 
1. The proposal provides for 1no. access point from Moy Glas onto the Ballyowen Road at the junction of Moy Glas Way, Road and Lawn. The access point is located on a junction of one of the main artery roads in Moy Glas and will be overlooked from the wider area. Furthermore, the safety of the access point is enhanced by the provision of raised table at the junction, the provision of kissing gates and guard railings and the adjacent public lighting.  

The access point will provide access for the residents of Moy Glas to the Ballyowen Road and reduce walking and cycling distance to the local centre and facilities in the area. It will enable easier access to the adjacent bus stop on the Ballyowen Road and onward to the proposed new route on top of the Esker. 

Submission No. 115 & 121 – Railway Procurement Agency (Keith Cunningham) 
The RPA made 2no. submissions. The 2nd submission was made following a meeting between the council and the RPA at which the detail of the proposals were discussed. This submission is an update of the original submission and outlined the following: 

1. The RPA are concerned that the proposed access ramp at eastern end of the Esker at the entrance of the R136 conflicts with the alignment options that RPA have developed for Line F in this location. RPA welcomes South Dublin County Council (SDCC) proposal in that it enhances accessibility and provides an improved amenity in the area.

2. It is clear that, due to the nature of the two schemes and the current deferment of Line F under the Medium Term Exchequer Framework, there is substantial difference in time between the implementation of the two projects and the SDCC scheme, when built, would provide earlier benefits to the community. Therefore, the RPA felt that in this instance there was rationale for the SDCC scheme to go ahead as proposed and that stakeholders would recognise that it will be necessary to modify the scheme in the event that Line F is progressed.  

3. In order to minimise disruptive work and to future proof designs as much as possible that the position of the steps at the Ballyowen Road be set back a minimum of 4m from their current proposed position. The alignment options of Line F are safeguarded and this would allow for guideline clearance to be met. 

4. Suggested that the area is adequately illuminated and that the guardrail proposed for the steps is designed in such a way that pedestrians descending the steps will be visible to approaching tram drivers. 

5. Suggested that the buffer wall between Moy Glas and the access ramp be designed to be capable of freestanding after removal of the ramp and that the finish be visually acceptable from both sides.  

Managers Response: 
1. The Manager acknowledges these comments and welcomed the meeting with the RPA to discuss the project. 

2. The view of the RPA is noted.

3. The detailed design stage will incorporate further discussions with the RPA to ensure potential conflict is minimised as much as possible. The potential impact on the Esker will also be considered.

4. Proposed lighting and guard railing will be discussed with the RPA at the detailed design stage.

5. Design suggestion noted. 

Submission No. 116 – Ken Maycock of Moy Glas Residents Association
The residents association is delighted to see such an extensive proposed solution to many of the issues that have been blighting the Moy Glas and Castle Riada emanating from the vicinity of the Esker. The feedback received by the association is positive in principle however there are a number of aspects of the proposal that are not acceptable to residents. The submission outlines 9 modifications that are categorised by location at 

a). vicinity of bottle banks – i.e. western end of the Esker, 

b). Proposed pedestrian exit at the junction of Moy Glas Lawn, Way and Road and 

c). Proposed opening from the eastern end of the Esker to the outer ring road. 

Vicinity of bottle banks
1. Removal of footpath across green area – Residents living on Moy Glas Green are opposed to the installation of footpaths crossing the green area as the paths would break up one of the few large play areas in the estate. 

2. Relocation of CCTV – Concerns raised regarding proposed location of camera position regarding field of vision (indicated by pink dot between first and second tree in the block of four). Proposed to relocate said camera to the far side of Griffeen road overlooking the area. 

3. Relocation of the bus stop – Proposed to move bus stop to the region of the two proposed car parking spaces as its current position is dangerous due to bend in road. 

(if this modification isn’t possible, we would request at very least that the dotted line on the Griffeen Road on the bend is changed to a continuous white line.)

4. Relocation of Bottle Banks – residents request that a more suitable location in Lucan be found. Map submitted highlighting that South Lucan is well served with Bottle Banks. 

Modifications in vicinity of Moy Glas Lawn, Way and Road regarding proposed pedestrian access
5. Removal of proposed pedestrian access point at Moy Glas Road, Moy Glas Lawn and Moy Glas Way junction – Proposed pedestrian access point is unacceptable to the residents on a number of grounds. Most importantly is the protection and safety of our children. Such an opening to the Outer Ring Road presents a significant danger to our children either gaining access to the road surface itself or situations like child abduction etc. 

6. Replacement of existing low fence along Moy Glas Road with suitable noise mitigation, from an aesthetic perspective wall with the same height and finish as existing would be most appropriate.

Modifications in the vicinity of eastern end of the Esker opening out onto the Outer Ring Road. 
Moy Glas residents are opposed to the design in this vicinity at this stage but are open to engagement with SDCC to come up with a suitable design. Residents are opposed to the loss of the green space along Moy Glas Lawn and the location of a high wall right alongside the road surface. 

The following modifications are proposed: 

7. Proposed elevated road surface crossing akin to a ‘smooth’ speed ramp – 

The 50 kph speed limit is seldom adhered to. Measure proposed to reduce the speed of the Outer Ring Road. Ideally, comparable measures should be considered at other points along this stretch of road

8. Additional low railings bordering the footpath and the road surface at the exit of the ramp

9. Mature trees where possible

In conclusion, the residents association is opposed to the proposal in its current format but is supportive of the proposal with amendments and a collaborative effort regarding the design in the locality of Moy Glas Lawn incorporated into the final solution. 

Managers Response: 
1. The proposed links to the main route from the adjacent estates will further provide access to the main route and the facilities in the local area for the residents. The links are proposed along desire lines and to reduce the walking and cycling distances for residents in Moy Glas. By providing a direct route along the Esker and formalising carefully designed and located links it is likely that increased footfall will be directed away from houses currently suffering from informal access points and routes and onto formal, lit routes that benefit from passive surveillance. The links to adjacent estates from the route are intrinsic to the functionality, usage and viability of the project. The purpose of the project is to enhance permeability in the general area and to comply with the policies of the National Transport Authority (NTA) and the County Development Plan 2010 – 2016. Increased users of the route, whether for recreational uses, or accessing facilities (such as the bring bank, the bus stops, the cycle routes adjacent, the schools or local centres nearby) increases the safety of the route for everyone. The proposed link with Moy Glas Green will provide a sound, universally accessible surfaced route and will improve the residential amenity of the occupants of Moy Glas. Additionally, the provision of a surfaced link will improve the quality of the open space surface in the Estate by preventing widespread eroding of the grass by informal paths connecting to the route. The provision of CCTV, lighting, landscaping and increased usage of the route will also likely improve the security and safety of the wider area. 

2. The location of the CCTV on the layout plan is indicative and subject to amendment following detailed analysis and design. 

3. The position of the existing bus stop on the Griffeen Road is not proposed to change as part of the proposals. At the detailed design stage that area will be comprehensively examined and the position of the bus stop will be considered as part of the overall assessment and detailed design of the area.

4. The position of the existing bottle banks is not proposed to change from the general vicinity as part of the proposals. At the detailed design stage that area will be comprehensively examined and the position of the bottle banks within the immediate open space will be considered as part of the overall assessment of the area.

5.  The proposal provides for 1 no. access point from Moy Glas onto the Ballyowen Road at the junction of Moy Glas Way, Road and Lawn. The access point is located on a junction of one of the main artery roads in Moy Glas and will be overlooked from the wider area. Furthermore, the safety of the access point is enhanced by the provision of raised table at the junction, the provision of kissing gates and guard railings and the adjacent public lighting.  

The access point will provide access for the residents of Moy Glas to the Ballyowen Road and reduce walking and cycling distance to the local centre and facilities in the area. It will enable easier access to the adjacent bus stop on the Ballyowen Road and onward to the proposed new route on top of the Esker. 

6. The proposal provides a wall as part of the proposed ramp along part of Moy Glas Lawn and also incorporates a new wall at the proposed entrance point at the Moy Glas Way, Road and Lawn junction. These works will improve the noise barrier along the Ballyowen Road. 

7. An upgrading of the crossing is proposed. The design of the crossing is to further detail and, though at present; given the nature of the road, a raised crossing would not be appropriate, it will be further considered subject to detailed design and further discussions with the Roads Dept. 

8. The proposal provides for the widening of the footpath and the upgrading of the pedestrian crossing on the Ballyowen Road. Guard railings will be incorporated as appropriate subject to detailed design

9. Proposed planting will be subject to detailed design. The request for mature trees is noted however semi-mature trees would be more appropriate and likely to thrive post planting. These will be considered at appropriate locations as part of the detailed design. 

Submission No. 117 - Tracey Nelson & Alan Lyons (65 Castle Riada Drive) 

This submission relates to the following issues: 

1. Privacy of upstairs bedroom will be severely compromised by overlooking from the Esker. 

2. Safety of children compromised by the access point onto the Outer Ring Road. 

3. Security of home compromised as development will provide an easy access. Exit point for criminals. 

4. Development will promote anti-social behaviour

Managers Response: 
1. A separation distance of c26m exists from the front of no.65 Castle Riada Drive and the route. It is considered that this distance and the established screening is sufficient to ensure that the amenity of the dwellings along Castle Riada Drive is not adversely impacted by virtue of overlooking. It is noted that opposing first floor windows between ‘back to back’ houses in the estate is c22m. The proposed lighting along the Esker will improve the security of existing situation and proposed planting will improve visual screening.

2. No new access point is proposed from Castle Riada Drive onto the Ballyowen Road

3. At present the existing boundaries are easily scaled and provide little deterrent to criminals. The increased use of the route, the lighting and CCTV are likely to increase the passive surveillance of the area.

4.The proposed route and associated works will likely increase the use of the Esker by local people accessing local facilities and footfall will likely increase in the area. The increased footfall and public lighting and cleaning up of the area will increase passive surveillance and improve the existing situation in terms of anti social activity. Lighting and CCTV that is incorporated as part of the project and will further enhance the security of the route and encourage usage and displace anti social activities. 

Submission No. 118 – Derek Keating T.D.  
This submission relates to the following issues: 

1. Submission thanks the Council for the consultation process 

2. Mixed reaction to the scheme from residents, the vast majority of residents who q
contacted the Deputy are not in favour of this proposal. 

3. Requests that South Dublin County Council not proceed with the construction of the walking and cycling route 

Managers Response: 
1. Noted. 

2 & 3. The representations to the Deputy are noted. It is noted that the questionnaire carried out prior to the project indicated that 90% of the total respondents stated that they thought the proposed project would benefit the area. The majority of submissions received are not opposed to the overall proposal. It is considered that the project will benefit the locality in terms of enhancing amenity, encouraging sustainable travel and reducing the walking and cycling distances to local facilities. Based on the submissions received, it is considered that the principle of the proposal is generally favourable, subject to detailed design or design amendments. 

Submission No. 119 – Moy Glas Residents Petition (22no. signatures)
This submission relates to the following issues: 

1. Request amendments to remove pedestrian access point to the Ballyowen Road due to a number of child safety concerns.

2. Relocation of access ramp and modification to the boundary wall at Moy Glas Lawn due to privacy and health and safety concerns. 

3. Inclusion of a boundary fence or wall and additional mature foliage across the proposed walkway at Moy Glas Lawn to prevent access to the estate using makeshift pathways in order to enhance privacy for residents

Managers Response: 
1. The proposal provides for 1 no. access point from Moy Glas onto the Ballyowen Road at the junction of Moy Glas Way, Road and Lawn. The access point is located on a junction of one of the main artery roads in Moy Glas and will be overlooked from the wider area. Furthermore, the safety of the access point is enhanced by the provision of raised table at the junction, the provision of kissing gates and guard railings and the adjacent public lighting.  

The access point will provide access for the residents of Moy Glas to the Ballyowen Road and reduce walking and cycling distance to the local centre and facilities in the area. It will enable easier access to the adjacent bus stop on the Ballyowen Road and onward to the proposed new route on top of the Esker. 

2. Building regulations require wheelchair access to the proposed route. The proposal provides for an access ramp to the route from the Ballyowen Road and will facilitate access for wheelchair users, those who have difficulty negotiating stepped accesses and those with buggies or bicycles. This ramp is proposed between the edge of Moy Glas Lawn and the existing fence. The proposed position of the ramp was chosen for the following reasons; the main part of the Esker, with its natural, geologic and social heritage is not eroded, the position of the ramp acts to provide a visual and noise buffer between Moy Glas and the Ballyowen Road where none exists at present and the position ensures the open grassed space within Moy Glas Lawn is not overly impacted on. As part of the construction of the ramp, a wall is proposed along Moy Glas Lawn c2.5m inside the existing boundary. The proposed wall will be finished to a high standard and planted with climbers. The proposed wall and ramp will provide a buffer both visually and aurally between the householders and the R136. The proposed ramp design will ensure that a high wall remains between users of the proposed ramp and the houses, and a railing between the ramp and the R136 on the eastern side ensures that there is visually permeability into the ramp from the R136 to ensure passive surveillance. 

The need to provide privacy to the adjoining residents will be incorporated into the proposals. While this may result in visual impact in terms of the height of the wall; the impact will be mitigated during the design phase as much as possible by treatment, planting and layout. It is noted that the proposed ramp commences just north of No. 8 Moy Glas Lawn and will increase in height past Nos. 9-12 Moy Glas Lawn. Only once it is past No 12 Moy Glas Lawn and enters the open space area is it envisaged that it will increase past 3.5m in height. The distance between the existing wall and house Nos. 1-6 Moy Glas Lawn is circa 16m. The distance between the proposed wall and the houses Nos. 7-12 Moy Glas Lawn is circ 16m; it is acknowledged that the height of the new wall will be higher than the existing wall due to the presence of the ramp and the need to provide privacy. The ramp is subject to detailed design and will seek to minimise the impact on adjacent residents as much as possible.

3. A landscape proposal will be implemented as part of the project and additional planting will be provided to supplement the existing planting at this location. It is not specifically proposed to block up the gaps in the hedges and the existing desire lines. These gaps were created by pedestrian desire lines, it is hoped that the provision of an alternative surfaced link will reduce/cease the usage of these gaps and over time, the planting will naturally grow in the gaps. The aim of the project is to enhance permeability in the area by providing easier access for residents to the local facilities. A railing is not proposed along the length of the proposed route and would be counter productive in terms of promoting the amenity of the route.

Submission No. 120 – Gordon & Julianne White (10, Moy Glas Lawn)
This submission relates to the following issues: 

1. The history of the Esker and its importance in historic and natural terms including its ancient use as a transport route.

2. The current condition of the Esker

3. Existing problems in the area: anti social behaviour along the proposed route and the vacant site and noise from the Outer Ring Road / (Ballyowen Road).

4. No objection to the use of the esker as a pedestrian and cycle amenity

5. Concerns with regard to opening up a quiet area to through pedestrian traffic

6. Objections to the proposed access ramp with regard to privacy, visual intrusion, the proximity of the proposed ramp wall to the houses of No. 7 to 12 Moy Glas Lawn in comparison to the wall existing in front of houses No 1-6 Moy Glas Road and Moy Glas Road.

7. Concerns with regard to current congestion and illegal parking and that the proposed ramp will exacerbate the congestion in the area by removing the existing verge

8. Concerns with regard to the proposed link onto the Ballyowen Road (Outer Ring Road) from the junction of Moy Glas Road / Way/ Lawn in terms of safety for children and security

Managers Response: 
1-3. The Manager acknowledges these comments

4. Noted. 

5. The main route from Griffeen Road to the Ballyowen Road R136 will likely increase the use of the route by local people accessing local facilities and foot fall will likely increase along the route. Many of the submissions have noted the existing anti social behaviour along sections of the route. Many submissions also relate to the short cuts that exist to and from the Esker from various parts of the adjoining estates. By providing a direct route along the Esker and formalising carefully designed and located links it is likely that increased footfall will be directed away from houses currently suffering from informal access points and routes and onto formal, lit routes that benefit from passive surveillance. The increased footfall is positive for the area in terms of providing amenity, upgrading the existing environment, providing access to local facilities and encouraging walking and cycling in the area. The route will also have increased passive surveillance and is likely to improve the existing situation in terms of anti-social activity. Lighting and CCTV is proposed as part of the project and will further enhance the security of the route and encourage usage along formal routes and enhance the amenity of the area.

6. Building regulations require wheelchair access to the proposed route. The proposal provides for an access ramp to the route from the Ballyowen Road and will facilitate access for wheelchair users, those who have difficulty negotiating stepped accesses and those with buggies or bicycles. This ramp is proposed between the edge of Moy Glas Lawn and the existing fence. The proposed position of the ramp was chosen for the following reasons; the main part of the Esker, with its natural, geologic and social heritage is not eroded, the position of the ramp acts to provide a visual and noise buffer between Moy Glas and the Ballyowen Road where none exists at present and the position ensures the open grassed space within Moy Glas Lawn is not overly impacted on. As part of the construction of the ramp, a wall is proposed along Moy Glas Lawn c2.5m inside the existing boundary. The proposed wall will be finished to a high standard and planted with climbers. The proposed wall and ramp will provide a buffer both visually and aurally between the householders and the R136. The proposed ramp design will ensure that a high wall remains between users of the proposed ramp and the houses, and a railing between the ramp and the R136 on the eastern side ensures that there is visually permeability into the ramp from the R136 to ensure passive surveillance. 

The need to provide privacy to the adjoining residents will be incorporated into the proposals. While this may result in visual impact in terms of the height of the wall; the impact will be mitigated during the design phase as much as possible by treatment, planting and layout. It is noted that the proposed ramp commences just north of No. 8 Moy Glas Lawn and will increase in height past Nos. 9-12 Moy Glas Lawn. Only once it is past No 12 Moy Glas Lawn and enters the open space area is it envisaged that it will increase past 3.5m in height. The distance between the existing wall and house Nos. 1-6 Moy Glas Lawn is circa 16m. The distance between the proposed wall and the houses Nos. 7-12 Moy Glas Lawn is circ 16m; it is acknowledged that the height of the new wall will be higher than the existing wall due to the presence of the ramp and the need to provide privacy. The ramp is subject to detailed design and will seek to minimise the impact on adjacent residents as much as possible.

7. The proposed ramp is subject to detailed design and will ensure sufficient space is allowed for required turning movements in Moy Glas Lawn. Existing parking in the area will be examined and if additional parking spaces are required in the Moy Glas Lawn area they can be incorporated into the proposals at the detailed design stage.

8. The proposal provides for 1 no. access point from Moy Glas onto the Ballyowen Road at the junction of Moy Glas Way, Road and Lawn. The access point is located on a junction of one of the main artery roads in Moy Glas and will be overlooked from the wider area. Furthermore, the safety of the access point is enhanced by the provision of raised table at the junction, the provision of kissing gates and guard railings and the adjacent public lighting.  

The access point will provide access for the residents of Moy Glas to the Ballyowen Road and reduce walking and cycling distance to the local centre and facilities in the area. It will enable easier access to the adjacent bus stop on the Ballyowen Road and to the proposed new route on top of the Esker. 

Submission No. 121– Railway Procurement Agency (Keith Cunningham) 
Managers Response: 
This submission is addressed under Submission No. 115

Submissions no. 122 – 214 – Castle Riada Drive Residents 
Submission Ref ESKCR 0122 outlines the position of the Castle Riada Drive Residents Committee and submissions no. 123 to 214 are replicate letters outlining identical issues from residents in Castle Riada Drive.

This submission relates to the following issues: 

Castle Riada Drive Residents Committee: 
1. Residents have strong feelings about the existing anti social behaviour on the Esker and outline that Castle Riada Drive residents are currently impacted by people hanging around and passing through the area

2. Residents believe that the main proposals are to be welcomed but that the anti social and security problems will be exacerbated by elements of the proposal.  

Resident’s letter: 
3. Supports position of Residents Committee and is supportive of the walkway subject to the following points being addressed. 

4. Request that the link into Castle Riada Avenue be omitted with reference to potential security, health and safety and residential amenity concerns. 

5. Request that the proposed wall on the Castle Riada Drive side at the R136 entrance at Ballyowen Rd be moved back towards Moy Glas so as to avoid the removal of the existing trees and additional trees and shrubbery be planted to mitigate the visual impact on the proposed wall. 

6. Query if the side of the steps have a low wall with railings on top as this will encourage skate boarders. 

7. Interface at Griffeen Road – request that interface be omitted to remove anti social behaviour and give residents a sense of comfort and security. 

8. Request additional planting along Griffeen Road to Castle Riada Avenue 

9. Request that all manmade openings running from Esker into Castle Riada Drive and Avenue be blocked up with additional planting and a high railing be constructed along the walkway on the Castle Riada side to prevent access for anti social behaviour. 

10. Request planting of existing trees to prevent objects being thrown down from the Esker into the estate. 

Managers Response: 
1 - 2. The Manager acknowledges the concerns of the Residents Association in relation to the existing anti social behaviour in the area. It is the opinion of the Manager that the proposed route has the potential to address the antisocial behaviour issue in the area by changing the existing environment. The provision of a formal route with landscaping, lighting and associated CCTV will clean up the area and likely increase the usage of the route. The increase usage will provide for an increase in passive surveillance which will help alleviate the current anti social issues. 

3. It is noted that the residents are supportive of the principle of the route but have concerns in relation to elements and request amendments. 

4. The content and issue is noted. Please refer to response to Submissions no. 1 – 108 above. 

5. An Assessment of the Trees Located along the Proposed Cycle and Walking Route has been prepared by Arborist Associates Ltd. The project will seek to minimise the removal of trees in accordance with the report prepared and additional trees will be planted where considered appropriate. In order to minimise the impact on the topography of the Esker, it is not feasible to move the boundary further towards Moy Glas. 

6. The steps are subject to detailed design. It is however likely that a low wall and railing will be included as part of the steps design. This is important to allow visual permeability into the area to provide passive surveillance but also to ensure that pedestrians and cyclists have a clear view of the road and that drivers on the road have a clear view of pedestrians. The need to discourage skateboarders will be considered at the detailed design stage.

7. The main route from Griffeen Road to the Ballyowen Road R136 will likely increase the use of the route by local people accessing local facilities and foot fall will likely increase along the route. The increased footfall is positive for the area and will increase passive surveillance and improve the existing situation in terms of anti social activity. Lighting and CCTV is proposed as part of the project and will further enhance the security of the route and encourage usage.

The proposed links to the main route from the adjacent estates will further provide access to the main route and the facilities existing in the local area. The link proposed from the main route to Castle Riada Avenue accommodates an existing and very persistent desire line. This desire line is currently inaccessible and inconvenient to those in wheelchairs, with buggies or during wet and muddy conditions. The existing desire line has been incorporated into the proposal as a formal footpath with entrance point to reduce the walking and cycling distances and to formalise the existing desire line. By providing a direct route along the Esker and formalising carefully designed and located links it is likely that increased footfall will be directed away from houses currently suffering from informal access points and routes and onto formal, lit routes that benefit from passive surveillance. The links to adjacent estates are intrinsic to the functionality, usage and viability of the project. The purpose of the project is to enhance permeability in the general area and to comply with the policies of the National Transport Authority (NTA) and the County Development Plan 2010 – 2016. Increased users of the route, whether for recreational uses, or accessing facilities (such as the bring bank, the bus stops, the cycle routes adjacent, the schools or local centres nearby) increases the safety of the proposed route overall. To attempt to block an existing desire line that currently connects to the proposed route would be inadvisable and counter productive to the success of the main route and the permeability objective of the project. In the past it has also proven ineffective in preventing the use of desire lines e.g. repeated damaging of railings on desire lines. 

8. The provision of planting along the Griffeen Road is outside the scope of the current project.   

9. A landscape proposal will be implemented as part of the project and additional planting will be provided to supplement the existing planting at this location. It is not specifically proposed to block up the gaps in the hedges and the existing desire lines. These gaps were created by pedestrian desire lines, it is hoped that the provision of an alternative surfaced link will reduce/cease the usage of these gaps and over time, the planting will naturally grow in the gaps. The aim of the project is to enhance permeability in the area by providing easier access for residents to the local facilities. A railing is not proposed along the length of the proposed route and would be counter productive in terms of promoting the amenity of the route.

10. An Assessment of the Trees Located along the Proposed Cycle and Walking Route has been prepared by Arborist Associates Ltd. In general, the project will seek to minimise the removal of trees in accordance with the report prepared by Arborist Associates Ltd and additional trees will be planted where considered appropriate in accordance with a detailed landscape design. 

Submission No. 215 – Stephen & Denise Doyle (13, Moy Glas Lawn)
This submission relates to the following issues: 

1. Opposed to the route as believe proposal will change the quiet cul de sac by increase in people in the area and the safety of children will be adversely impacted. 

2. Opposed to route as plans to erect a wall will not only take away some of green area but also narrow the road causing problems for emergency service vehicles. 

3. Believe that the walkway will increase crime in the area and fear for safety of home. In the past, have had problems with bushes being set on fire and therefore we think it would be better to close off the embankment completely rather than opening it up further.  

Managers Response: 
1. The main route from Griffeen Road to the Ballyowen Road R136 will likely increase the use of the route by local people accessing local facilities and foot fall will likely increase along the route. Many of the submissions have noted the existing anti social behaviour along sections of the route. Many submissions also relate to the short cuts that exist to and from the Esker from various parts of the adjoining estates. By providing a direct route along the Esker and formalising carefully designed and located links it is likely that increased footfall will be directed away from houses currently suffering from informal access points and routes and onto formal, lit routes that benefit from passive surveillance. The increased footfall is positive for the area in terms of providing amenity, upgrading the existing environment, providing access to local facilities and encouraging walking and cycling in the area. The route will also have increased passive surveillance and is likely to improve the existing situation in terms of anti-social activity. Lighting and CCTV is proposed as part of the project and will further enhance the security of the route and encourage usage along formal routes and enhance the amenity of the area.

2. The submission refers to the wall as part of the access ramp to the proposed route. Building regulations require wheelchair access to the proposed route. The proposal provides for an access ramp to the route from the Ballyowen Road. This ramp is proposed between the edge of Moy Glas Lawn road and the existing fence. As part of the construction of the ramp, a masonry wall is proposed along Moy Glas Lawn c2.5m inside the existing boundary. The proposal will not result in the reduction of the width of the road. The proposed ramp is subject to detailed design and will ensure sufficient space is allowed for required turning movements in Moy Glas Lawn. Existing parking in the area will be examined and if additional parking spaces are required in the Moy Glas Lawn area they can be incorporated into the proposals at the detailed design stage.

The proposal will remove the narrow strip of green area between Moy Glas Lawn and the existing boundary fence. Whilst the visual value of the narrow strip of green area is acknowledged, it is considered that the area is incidental open space and on balance, the residential amenity of the area will not be adversely impacted by the removal. Furthermore, the provision of the route will enhance the overall amenity of the area. 

3. As outlined in submission no.1 above, it is considered that the route will enhance security in the area. It is the Managers opinion that the option to close off the embankment completely would provide an enclosed unsupervised area for anti social behaviour to thrive.

Submission no. 216 – Derek & Michelle Smallhame (8, Moy Glas Lawn) 
This submission is opposed to the project and outlines the following issues: 

1. Concerns over emergency services access as road will be too narrow (at Moy Glas Lawn)

2. Major loss of greens, trees etc from our front (Moy Glas Lawn) 

3. Development would block sunlight into our home

4. Would be an eye sore to look out from our window and see a big grey wall. 

5. People using route would be able to see into our bedrooms. 

6. Road would have a claustrophobic feel to it (Moy Glas Lawn)

7. Problems with bin collection 

8. Safety of children would be compromised as there would be exits onto main road

9. Development might help criminals to watch our houses. 

Managers Response: 
1. The width of Moy Glas Lawn road will not be reduced by the proposal. The proposed ramp is subject to detailed design and will ensure sufficient space is allowed for required turning movements in Moy Glas Lawn. 

2. The access ramp is proposed between the edge of Moy Glas Lawn road and the existing fence on existing green area and will result in removal of a 2.5m wide strip of green area. Whilst the visual value of the narrow strip of green area is acknowledged, it is considered that the area is incidental open space and on balance, the residential amenity of the area will not be adversely impacted by the removal. 

3. It is considered that the separation distance from the proposed wall and the dwellings is adequate to ensure no overshadowing will occur. 

4. The need to provide privacy to the adjoining residents will be incorporated into the proposals. While this may result in visual impact in terms of the height of the wall; the impact will be mitigated during the design phase as much as possible by treatment, planting and layout. It is noted that the proposed ramp commences just north of No. 8 Moy Glas Lawn and will increase in height past Nos. 9-12 Moy Glas Lawn. Once it is past No 12 Moy Glas Lawn and enters the open space area is it envisaged that it will increase past 3.5m in height

5. The proposed wall will screen the dwellings from overlooking from the proposed ramp.  

6. It is considered that the provision of a wall 2.5m inside the existing boundary will not adversely impact on the visual environment. There is circa 16m between proposed wall and existing dwellings.

7. The width of Moy Glas Lawn road will not be reduced by the proposal. The proposed ramp is subject to detailed design and will ensure sufficient space is allowed for required turning movements in Moy Glas Lawn.

8. The proposal provides for 1 no. access point from Moy Glas onto the Ballyowen Road at the junction of Moy Glas Way, Road and Lawn. The access point is located on a junction of one of the main artery roads in Moy Glas and will be overlooked from the wider area. Furthermore, the safety of the access point is enhanced by the provision of raised table at the junction, the provision of kissing gates and guard railings and the adjacent public lighting.  

The access point will provide access for the residents of Moy Glas to the Ballyowen Road and reduce walking and cycling distance to the local centre and facilities in the area. It will enable easier access to the adjacent bus stop on the Ballyowen Road and to the proposed new route on top of the Esker. 

9. It is anticipated that the proposal will reduce the number of people informally short cutting through this area of open space by providing an alternative route via the Ballyowen Road. Furthermore, the proposed route and associated works will likely increase the use of the Esker by local people accessing local facilities and foot fall will likely increase in the area. The increased footfall and cleaning up of the area will increase passive surveillance and improve the existing situation in terms of anti social activity. Lighting and CCTV that is incorporated as part of the project and will further enhance the security of the area.

Submission no. 217 – Alan Fay (Moy Glas Lawn)
This submission relates to the following issues: 

1. Objects to the proposal in current format as feel the new wall (for ramp) will be too close to our home. 

2. Concerns for safety of children

Managers Response: 
1. The submission relates to the area in front of Moy Glas Lawn. Building regulations require wheelchair access to the proposed route. The proposal provides for an access ramp to the route from the Ballyowen Road and will facilitate access for wheelchair users, those who have difficulty negotiating stepped accesses and those with buggies or bicycles. This ramp is proposed between the edge of Moy Glas Lawn Lawn and the existing fence. The proposed position of the ramp was chosen for the following reasons; the main part of the Esker, with its natural, geologic and social heritage is not eroded, the position of the ramp acts to provide a visual and noise buffer between Moy Glas and the Ballyowen Road where none exists at present and the position ensures the open grassed space within Moy Glas Lawn is not overly impacted on. As part of the construction of the ramp, a wall is proposed along Moy Glas Lawn c2.5m inside the existing boundary. The proposed wall will be finished to a high standard and planted with climbers. The proposed wall and ramp will provide a buffer both visually and aurally between the householders and the R136. The proposed ramp design will ensure that a high wall remains between users of the proposed ramp and the houses, and a railing between the ramp and the R136 on the eastern side ensures that there is visually permeability into the ramp from the R136 to ensure passive surveillance. 

The need to provide privacy to the adjoining residents will be incorporated into the proposals. While this may result in visual impact in terms of the height of the wall; the impact will be mitigated during the design phase as much as possible by treatment, planting and layout. It is noted that the proposed ramp commences just north of No. 8 Moy Glas Lawn and will increase in height past Nos. 9-12 Moy Glas Lawn. Only once it is past No 12 Moy Glas Lawn and enters the open space area is it envisaged that it will increase past 3.5m in height. The distance between the existing wall and house Nos. 1-6 Moy Glas Lawn is circa 16m. The distance between the proposed wall and the houses Nos. 7-12 Moy Glas Lawn is circ 16m; it is acknowledged that the height of the new wall will be higher than the existing wall due to the presence of the ramp and the need to provide privacy. The ramp is subject to detailed design and will seek to minimise the impact on adjacent residents as much as possible.

2. It is anticipated that the proposal will reduce the number of people informally short cutting through Moy Glas Lawn by providing an alternative route via the Ballyowen Road. Furthermore, the proposed route and associated works will likely increase the use of the Esker by local people accessing local facilities and foot fall will likely increase in the wider area along formal routes. The increased footfall and cleaning up of the area will increase passive surveillance and improve the existing situation in terms of anti social activity. Lighting and CCTV that is incorporated as part of the project and will further enhance the security of the area.

5.0 County Development Plan 2010 - 2016 
The promotion of more sustainable modes of transport that link more consolidated urban areas together is central to the core strategy of the County Development Plan strategy. 

Section 2.2.15.i of the County Development Plan 2010 - 2016 outlines that it is the policy of the Council to ensure sustainable forms of movement and the use of the street by pedestrians and cyclists and to promote permeable pedestrian and cyclist networks connecting to shops, community facilities, employment areas and desired places to go.

Furthermore, the County Development Plan 2010 – 2016 states that ‘walking and cycling will be promoted by securing the development of a network of safe cycle routes and footpaths on new and existing roads and on routes reserved exclusively for pedestrians and cyclists and by the development of foot and cycle ways off-road (e.g. through open spaces and along established rights of way)’. 

South Dublin County Council, in conjunction with the National Transport Authority (NTA), is proposing short walking and cycling routes to serve local neighbourhoods across the County. These will create more sustainable local neighbourhoods with direct pedestrian and cycle links to popular local destinations. The aim is to encourage people to leave the car at home for local trips by bringing more households within walking and cycling distance to local amenities in accordance with the policies of the National Transport Authority (NTA) and the County Development Plan. The proposed link is based on existing shortcuts and desire lines around the Esker and it is envisaged that the proposed route will enable cyclists and pedestrians; including those with decreased mobility, to access safe, direct, hard surfaced routes to the local shops, school, community centre, bus or rail stop, cycle route, or the park / playground. 

Increased walking and cycling within local neighbourhoods reduces carbon footprints, encourages a healthier lifestyle and increased numbers of users will improve the safety of the route and discourage anti-social behaviour.

Having regard to the nature and extent of the proposed project, it is considered that the proposed development is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area and the County Development Plan 2010 – 2016. 

6.0 Recommendation 
Following consideration of the above submissions, the Manager is of the view that the issues raised by way of the submissions can be satisfactorily addressed during the detailed design stage and as outlined in the foregoing report. It is recommended that, as the proposal is in conformity with proper planning and sustainable development of the area, that the Council proceed with the Part 8 proposal for the construction of a walking and cycling route and ancillary works from Griffeen Road to Ballyowen Road (Outer Ring Road), (R136) as proposed and detailed in the public notices and the foregoing report.”
ADDENDUM TO REPORT:
“Further to detailed consideration of the proposed project a series of clarifications and changes are outlined below: 

1. The ramp proposed for the eastern side of the route will be subject to detailed design analysis. The ramp will extend onto the Esker more than originally proposed, subject to maintaining a low impact on the Esker, in order to reduce the length of the ramp extending down the side of Ballyowen Road (Outer Ring Road). 

2. The position of the ramp and the possibility of moving it eastwards will be examined at detailed design stage. 

3. The proposed road crossing and other works at Ballyowen Road (Outer Ring Road) shall be examined to include speed reduction measures where appropriate and subject to agreement with the Roads Traffic Dept 

4. Suitable boundary treatments to include fencing and planting will be considered at the detailed design stage for the section of the Esker that runs parallel to the road at Moy Glas Lawn (up to the vacant site). 

5. Suitable boundary treatments to include fencing and planting will be considered at the detailed design stage for the section of the Esker that runs parallel to the road at Castle Riada Drive (up to the vacant site). 

6. The link that runs to the route in a diagonal direction from Moy Glas Green shall be omitted. The second link running north to the route from Moy Glas Green shall remain and shall be subject to detailed design in relation to its gradient etc. 

7. A metal railing is proposed for the boundary between Moy Glas Green and the main route. 

8. Suitable planting will be considered for the boundary between the proposed route and Moy Glas Green to retain visual permeability as much as possible 

9. The CCTV and public lighting for the route will be extended to cover the proposed link to Castle Riada Avenue.”
Habitat Assessment
Councillor W. Lavelle complimented management on all the work and extensive consultation with residents which took place on this project but wished to propose an amendment to the proposal which would involve removal of two of the current proposed openings as follows:
“That this Council commends and thanks the Manager and officials for the proactive approach taken with respect to the development of proposals to address the long-standing issues affecting the Esker between Castle Riada & Moy Glas estate; and with respect to the positive, inclusive and engaging dialogue entered into with the elected members and residents’ representatives regarding revisions to the proposal; and further resolves that the Council proceed with the Part 8 proposal for the construction of a walking and cycling route and ancillary works from Griffeen Road to Grange Castle Road (Outer Ring Road), (R136) as proposed and detailed in the public notices and in both the foregoing Manager’s Report and foregoing addendum to the Manager’s Report, subject to the following modifications: 

i)    omission of the proposed link to Castle Riada Avenue; 
ii)  omission of the proposed pedestrian and cycle access point from Moy Glas     Lawns/Road to Grange Castle Road (Outer Ring Road);
iii) a requirement that council management and officials continue an ongoing dialogue with residents’ representatives at detailed design stage, in particular on the issues addressed in the addendum to the Manager’s Report.” 
Councillor G. O’Connell, Councillor E. Tuffy and Councillor C. Jones all joined Councillor Lavelle in his comments in relation to the work carried out on the project and the extent of resident consultation and involvement which took place.

Director of Land Use, Economic and Transport Planning Mr. F. Nevin reminded Members that this was a relatively expensive project which needed to meet the permeability and connectivity objectives of the funding authority (NTA). Accordingly, the recommendation was that the scheme be approved as set out in the Managers report. Whilst it is open to the members to vary the proposed development the proposed changes to the current scheme, which reduce its effectiveness and viability, will also challenge the likelihood of funding approval for the project.

The amendment as proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle was seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy and AGREED.
This Report as amended was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor E. Higgins and it was RESOLVED:

“That this Council commends and thanks the Manager and officials for the proactive approach taken with respect to the development of proposals to address the long-standing issues affecting the Esker between Castle Riada & Moy Glas estate; and with respect to the positive, inclusive and engaging dialogue entered into with the elected members and residents’ representatives regarding revisions to the proposal; and further resolves that the Council proceed with the Part 8 proposal for the construction of a walking and cycling route and ancillary works from Griffeen Road to Grange Castle Road (Outer Ring Road), (R136) as proposed and detailed in the public notices and in both the foregoing Manager’s Report and foregoing addendum to the Manager’s Report, subject to the following modifications: 

i)    omission of the proposed link to Castle Riada Avenue; 
ii)  omission of the proposed pedestrian and cycle access point from Moy Glas     Lawns/Road to Grange Castle Road (Outer Ring Road); 

iii) a requirement that council management and officials continue an ongoing dialogue with residents’ representatives at detailed design stage, in particular on the issues addressed in the addendum to the Manager’s Report.” 
H11/1212
PART 8 REPORT ON WELLINGTON LANE  - WHITEHALL ROAD  CYCLE TRACK  SCHEME

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The route of the proposed Wellington Lane – Whitehall Road Cycle Track Scheme traverses the electoral areas of Rathfarnham and Tallaght Central.  The Part 8 Report on this proposed Cycle Route was presented to the November Meeting of both the Rathfarnham and the Tallaght Area Committees;-


PART 8 REPORT ON PROPOSED WELLINGTON LANE – WHITEHALL ROAD CYCLE TRACK SCHEME

The Rathfarnham Area Committee recommended that the Scheme proceed in accordance with the Part 8 Report. 

The Tallaght Area Committee recommended that the Scheme proceed subject to the following additional modification;-

Maintain the existing 2 lane approach into the Orwell Roundabout at the following 2 arms:

· Orwell Road

· Wellington Lane Southbound (From Kimmage towards the Spawell)

The approach into the roundabout from the other two arms and all the traffic lanes going out of the roundabout shall be single lane as per current design in the public consultation drawings.

It is now proposed to proceed with the Scheme in accordance with the above modification.”
Councillors D. Looney, P. Kearns, C. Brophy, P. Cosgrave, E. Walsh and M. Devine all commented on the time and effort given to this project by management and staff and thanked all for their efforts. 

Ms T. Walsh, Director of Roads and Water Services responded to Members queries, in particular, a query regarding a timeframe for delivery of the project which will involve discussion with the NTA but it is envisaged the project will commence early in 2013.

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and RESOLVED:

“That as the proposal is in conformity with proper planning and sustainable development of the area, the Council proceed with the Part 8 proposal for the construction of a cycle track on Wellington Lane - Whitehall Road as proposed and detailed in the public notices and in accordance with the foregoing report to include the modification as outlined in the foregoing report.”

 H12/1212
PART 8 REPORT ON ADAMSTOWN ROAD (R120)

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The route of the proposed Adamstown Road (R120) improvement scheme traverses the electoral areas of Lucan and Clondalkin.  The Part 8 Report on this proposed road scheme was presented to the November Meeting of both the Clondalkin and the Lucan Area Committees;-


Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting 21st November 2012

Lucan Area Committee Meeting 27th November 2012
Both the Clondalkin and Lucan Area Committees recommended that the proposed road scheme proceed in accordance with the Part 8 Report.”
Councillor W. Lavelle thanked management for the extensive engagement with local sporting clubs in the area on this project while will facilitate road safety in the area.
It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle and RESOLVED:

“That as the proposal is in conformity with proper planning and sustainable development of the area, the Council proceed with the Part 8 proposal for the Proposed Adamstown Road (120) Improvement Scheme as proposed and detailed in the public notices and the foregoing report”.

 H13/1212
DRAFT REVIEW OF HOUSEHOLD WASTE BYE-LAWS 2012
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Following a review process, the Environment Strategic Policy Committee has, at it's meeting on 05/11/2012, recommended that draft Household Waste Bye laws be adopted by South Dublin County Council. This recommendation was made subject to consideration and agreement at a meeting of a sub-group of the SPC. The meeting of the sub-group took place on Monday 3rd December 2012 and it was agreed to proceed with the draft Bye Laws as presented.

In accordance with Part l9 of the Local Government Act 200l, Notice of the review of the South Dublin County Council Segregation, Storage and Presentation of Household Waste Bye-Laws 2007 was advertised on the 1st October 20l2. The draft Bye-Laws were made available for inspection by the public for the required period with the final date for submission being the 16th November 20l2. One submission was received during the consultation process -

Submission:
"There should be a separate offence for storing waste for or supplying waste to illegal bonfires. I would like to see landlords and housing associations having to include clauses in their leases re storage and disposal of waste. They would need to be required to enforce these clauses".
Response:
The Waste Management Acts and these draft Bye Laws provide for offences relating to the disposal of certain types of waste under any circumstances as appropriate. While no specific reference or interpretation is made with regard to the disposal of material to bonfires, the appropriate means of presentation of waste for disposal are defined. This does not include bonfires. The correct disposal of the types of material typically used for bonfires (Bulky Waste, Hazardous Waste, Household waste, Organic Waste) is clearly provided for under the draft Bye Laws.

In addition, Part 3 (23) of the Bye Laws clearly identifies those with a liability for offences as appropriate through defining the term ”household”. The definition includes occupiers and landlords in the case of rented accommodation.

Given that the nature and type of the waste generally going to bonfires are provided for and that the definition of Household provided for under the Review includes rented accommodation, it is considered that the content of the submission is adequately provided for under the revised draft. At it’s meeting on 3rd December 2012, the sub-group of the Environment SPC agreed that no further changes are considered necessary.

Adopted of draft Segregation, Storage and Presentation of Household Waste Bye Laws 2012
Following the conclusion of the statutory process, draft Segregation, Storage and Presentation of Household Waste Bye Laws 2012 are now presented for consideration.
It is a reserved function of the County Council to make/review Bye Laws in accordance with provisions of S 200of the Local Government Act 2001. The Council may now make the bye-law either in accordance with the draft or subject to such changes as the local authority may at its discretion determine or the Council may not make the bye-law.

It is recommended that the following resolution be passed:

That South Dublin County Council makes Bye-laws in relation to the Segregation, Storage and Presentation of Household Waste in accordance with the draft bye-laws as published, and that the bye-laws shall come into force on such date as specified in the bye-law, which is not less than 30 days after its making.
In accordance with 202 of the Local Government Act 2001 notice of the making of the bye-laws and of the place where copies of the bye-law may be purchased or inspected shall be published in the Iris Oifigiúil and in one or more newspapers circulating in the area to which the bye-law relates.”
Waste Bye Laws
Councillor J. Hannon proposed the following amendments to the draft Bye-laws, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
Amendment to Article 5 (5) of the draft Bye-laws -


Replace draft Article 5 (5) to read -
“Where a householder disposes of household waste at an approved waste facility, the householder is required to retain and produce on request by the Local Authority, receipts for a period of one year in respect of such authorised disposal of waste.”
Amendment to Article 8.5 of the draft Bye-laws -


Replace draft Article 8.5 to read –

“A holder shall not present household waste for collection before the evening preceding the designated collection date and must be removed from the prescribed place no later than the evening of the designated collection date.” 

The amended Draft Bye Laws were proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor M. Devine and it was RESOLVED:
“That South Dublin County Council makes Bye-laws in relation to the Segregation, Storage and Presentation of Household Waste as proposed and amended at its Council Meeting on 10th December 2012, and that the bye-laws shall come into force as and from 10 January 2013.”
H14/1212
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY ARTS DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 2011 - 2015

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Consultation for the Arts Development Strategy 2011-2015 began in August 2010 with the establishment of http://SouthDublinArtsConsultation.blogspot.com which invited the public to make a submission to the consultation process, provided the schedule for focus group meetings and an Arts Consultation Seminar. 

A working draft of the Arts Development Strategy outlining the priorities for development between 2011 and 2015, with detailed actions, was presented to the Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education & Libraries Strategic Policy Committee on the 26th September 2011.  Delivery of a number of actions in the working draft began in 2011 including research on the development of cultural hubs, the establishment of an artist’s network, and research into the artistic practices of artists from culturally diverse and immigrant backgrounds. The draft was made available to the public in Libraries across the county. 

A full timeline for the implementation of the strategy was presented to the Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, and Education & Libraries Strategic Policy Committee meeting 14th February 2012.  The SPC recommended South Dublin County Arts Development Strategy 2011-2015 for adoption by Council at its meeting on the 13th November 2012.”
Arts Strategy
It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave           and RESOLVED:

“That the draft South Dublin County Council Arts Development Strategy 2011 - 2015  be adopted.”

H15/1212
OVERDRAFT ACCOMMODATION  FOR 2013

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“An overdraft facility is sometimes necessary to allow for cashflow timing differences. It is considered prudent to seek renewal of overdraft accommodation for the period 01/01/2013 to 31/12/2013. Actual usage of the overdraft is very small, with no interest paid in the last year.

Accordingly, it is recommended that the Council approve, subject to the sanction of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, the securing of overdraft accommodation to a limit of €25m for the period 01/01/2013 to 31/12/2013.”
Councillor E. Walsh queried the cost of the facility to the Council.

Ms C. Henehan, Head of Finance responded to the Member’s query stating that there is only a cost when the overdraft is used and this has only happed once in recent years i.e., 2010 when the cost to the Council was €300.  

It was proposed by Councillor C. Brophy, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn and RESOLVED:

“That the Council approve, subject to the sanction of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, the securing of overdraft accommodation to a limit of €25 million for the period 01/01/2013 to 31/12/2013.”

H16/1212
3 YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2013 - 2015

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
 3 year Capital Programme  (link to p/point presentation)
The report was NOTED.
H17/1212
RAISING OF LOANS FOR 2013 (HOUSING)
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
”The County Council is empowered to borrow from the Housing Finance Agency for the purpose of carrying out its functions under the Housing Acts.

It has been recommended by the Agency that a borrowing resolution should be a general resolution approving the borrowing of funds for housing purposes rather than specific resolutions for individual loan types.

Approval is now being sought for authority to raise loans to a limit of €25,000,000from the Housing Finance Agency plc for any purpose authorised under the Housing Acts during the year ending 31st December 2013, and including:

· Shared ownership scheme.

· Rental subsidy scheme for voluntary housing groups.

· House purchase loans.

· Borrowing for the purpose of refinancing housing loans.

· Short Term Borrowing / Bridging Finance for Affordable Housing.

· Any other purpose authorised under the Housing Acts.”
It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:
“That South Dublin County Council approves the raising of loans to a limit of €25,000,000 from the Housing Finance Agency plc for any purpose authorised under the Housing Acts during the year ending 31st December 2013, and including the purposes as outlined in the foregoing report”.
H18/1212
RAISING OF LOANS FOR 2013  (WASTE MANAGEMENT)
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“South Dublin County Council, on behalf of Dublin City Council, Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council and ourselves, has responsibility for aftercare of the landfill site at Arthurstown, Kill.

Following the closure of the Arthurstown facility, works have been ongoing to complete the final capping of the site as required under the EPA Licence.  Final capping has been completed on the substantial part of the site however, the final phase of works to be undertaken during 2013 involves the capping of the remaining approximately 30,000 square metres.

The works involve the construction of a 1 metre deep engineered landfill cap which includes a gas collection geocomposite membrane, a barrier layer or liner, a drainage geocomposite membrane, a subsoil layer, a topsoil layer and also involves the installation of the necessary landfill gas extraction wells and gas collection pipe network. The estimated cost of works required in 2013 is €5 million.

It has previously been agreed by the three Dublin Authorities that such works should be funded by means of a loan to be funded by contributions from each of the Authorities on a per use basis.  As the lead authority, the seeking of approval and quotations for the loan is arranged by South Dublin County Council.

Additionally, €800,000 is required for necessary works to Ballymount Baling/Transfer Station to overlay the floor slab in the waste reception building for health and safety reasons, and to install a surface water attenuation system, for licence requirements purposes.

Accordingly, the approval of the Council is now sought to the raising of a loan for €5.8 million subject to the sanction of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.”
It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn and RESOLVED:

“That South Dublin County Council approves the raising of a loan for €5.8 million for Waste Management purposes as set out in the foregoing report, subject to the sanction of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government”.
H19/1212
REPRESENTATION ON THE NEW SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY LOCAL DEVELOPMENT COMPANY

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The following report was presented to the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee meeting held on 22nd November 2012:
A circular was received from the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government on 22nd June 2012 requiring that a plan for the future delivery of the LCDP to the Clondalkin and Tallaght areas be prepared by the two Local Development Companies and South Dublin County Council.  It stated that a “proactive approach on the part of all three stakeholders in light of impending budget cuts in 2013 and 2014 could best position  the SDCC area to mitigate the effects of the cuts.”  The intention of the Department was that a plan would be in place within a short timeframe and that a new / remodelled structure would be in operation by the beginning of the 2013.

In order to progress the matter an Oversight Group was established in July with the following membership:

· Philomena Poole, County Manager 

· Anna Lee, CEO, Dodder Valley Partnership 

· Marie Price Bolger, Chair, Dodder Valley Partnership 

· Larry O'Neill, Acting CEO, CPLN Partnership 

· Padraig Rehill, Chair, CPLN Partnership 

· Sarah O Gorman, SDCC

South Dublin County Council has a leading role in the process including chairing the Oversight Group, coordinating joint reporting of the group to the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government, engaging advice and bringing forward proposals for a new/remodelled structure.   

Consultants Ernst & Young have been engaged to advise on the business model of developing a plan for a single structure in the county and in particular to ensure that any new structure would not result in increased liability for any of the parties involved.

The New Local Development Company:
The new Company will come into existence immediately in order to receive instructions. Members of the Oversight Group, will act as interim directors until December 1st 2012. An additional interim director will be identified by each of the existing Partnership Companies.  This will be the single Local Development Company for South Dublin County. The spatial remit of the Company will be the entire county of South Dublin. 

The due diligence and TUPE arrangements have been put in place and the Governance guidelines for Local Development Companies issued by the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs in October 2007 will be used to guide the development of the Memorandum and Articles of Association for the new Company. 

Mission Statement of the South Dublin County Local Development Company
The new organisation will work in cooperation with partners to identify and respond to the needs of people in the County and develop innovative and sustainable approaches to tackle poverty and social exclusion. 

Values of the South Dublin County Local Development Company

The South Dublin County Partnership Company will be committed to:

-         The participation of the community in the planning and implementation of its work

-         A spirit of cooperation, inclusivity and empowerment and equality

-         Remaining pro-active and responsive to change

-         Innovation, progression and efficiency

-         Continuous improvement and learning  

-         Increasing self reliance and sustainability in all communities in the County

Organisational Structure and Staff of the New Company
The CEO of the South Dublin County Partnership will be Anna Lee.  The Deputy CEO of the South Dublin County Partnership will be Larry O’Neill. 

The two existing Chairpersons – Padraig Rehill and Marie Price Bolger will continue as co-chairs of the South Dublin County Partnership until June 2013.  At that point a new Chair will be elected from among the Members of the new Board.

It should be noted the existing two Boards will need to remain in place until June 2013 in order for the full wind up of the existing companies to be put in place.

 Board of the South Dublin County Partnership
The Directors of the Company will come from the State Sector (6); Social Partners (3) Community Sector (8/9) and Local Government Sector (5) There will be no more than 23 Board Members as per the Department Guidelines.  (Total 22/23)

The Community Directors will bring forward proposals to both Boards by and will nominate 5 members to the Board.  

Of the five board members from the Local Government Sector, one is to be an official and four are to be Members of the County Council.  This is in line with Department guidelines on board membership for Local Development Companies.  As there will now be only one Local Development Company covering the County there will be four Elected Members serving on the Board.

The filling of the four Local Government Positions is now before the Council for consideration.”   

At the Nov. OPF meeting Ms E. O’Gorman, SEO Corporate Services presented the report.  Following some discussion, Members agreed to note the report and defer to the December Council meeting for further discussion.

The filling of the four Local Government positions is now before the Council for consideration.”
Letter form Department of Environment 

Letter of Advice for LDC’s
Guidelines on Governance 

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor C. Jones and RESOLVED:

“That Councillor G. O’Connell, Councillor E. Tuffy and Councillor M.  Duff be appointed to fill three of the Local Government positions on the new South Dublin County Local Development Company”.

It was proposed by Councillor C. Brophy, seconded by Councillor E. Higgins and RESOLVED:

“That Councillor B. Lawlor be appointed to fill the fourth Local Government position on the new South Dublin County Local Development Company”.

H20/1212
HALLOWE'EN 2012

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“A number of initiatives were organised by the Council as part of a new approach towards celebrating Halloween in a fun and safe way. These included a Halloween celebration in North Clondalkin and a parade and celebration in Tallaght, Bulbs not Bonfire, free access to Civic Amenity, Ballymount, WEEE recycling opportunities throughout the County and a WEEE to work week in County Hall. 

The Council’s approach has been three pronged –

1. Communication –communicate a message promoting the positive and negative aspects of Halloween in the hope that this can help reduce the negative impacts 

1. Prevention and Reduction of bonfire material - actively preventing illegal bonfires by reducing the availability of material for such fires 

1. “THE HAUNTED” Celebration – providing and promoting organized events around which communities can focus their celebrations 

For 2012, the approach was as follows -

 
1.         Communications
· A postcard outlining both the positive and negative aspects of Halloween was delivered to every household in the County. This card allowed each household free access to the Civic Amenity, Ballymount on Saturday 27th October. Due to the numbers of people who turned up on the day, those who did not get access to the Civic amenity were given vouchers to return for free up to Wednesday 31st October 

· A Halloween activity pack was sent to all schools and included a reading list, activity sheets highlighting the contribution of all the agencies and how Halloween affects them. This resource was also available online. 

· An interagency approach which included the Gardai, Fire Brigade and Dublin Bus was put in place to promote a Safe Halloween through school visits. 

· Four press releases were issued 

· The Safe Halloween initiative received coverage by a number of local media 

· Dublin West Access radio, covering Clondalkin, Lucan and Palmerston, broadcast interviews with Council Officials regarding activities planned for Halloween 2012. 

· Information regarding “THE HAUNTED” Halloween celebrations was provided to residents associations, community centres, schools and libraries. 

· “THE HAUNTED” Halloween celebration was promoted on the SDCC website, facebook and twitter, http://www.tallaght-arts.ie/2012/10/,  the Hallowfest website, in “the BUZZ” Clondalkin 

 
2.         Prevention and Reduction of bonfire material/Clean Up
 
Halloween 2012 fell on Wednesday 31st October 2012.  As in previous years, bonfire related activity commenced approximately two weeks in advance of Halloween with the first reports received from the public via the Customer Care system on the 15th October 2012.

 
Pre Halloween Sites
 
In total, 134 customer care enquiries were logged in the customer care system by close of business on 31st October reporting bonfire materials at locations around the county. While some of these reports were duplicated, they translated into a total of 89 sites to be dealt with. The map below shows the range of locations reported -
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 Bonfire Sites
There were 380 recorded bonfires in 2012.  This represents a 8% increase on the 2011 figure (351). The clean up operation has commenced across all areas of the county. The map below shows the locations where bonfires have been found to have happened to date.

[image: image2.jpg]ith Dublin Co Council Bonfires 2012





The table below shows the breakdown of locations by electoral area -

 

	Halloween 2012 
	Pre Halloween Sites 
	Bonfires 

	Total 
	89 
	380 


 Details of resources deployed to Halloween 2012 are as set out below –

	 
Details of Clean Up Operations 
	 
Total 

	  

	Sites Reported 
	  

	Pre Halloween Sites 
	            89 

	Bonfires 
	            380 

	Total 
	              469 

	  

	Site Clean Ups 
	  

	No of Garda Supported Cleans 
	              33 

	Pre Sites Cleaned 
	              89 

	Total Bonfire Sites Cleaned 
	            469 

	  
	              

	  

	The number of man hours involved in the clean-up 
	         1,728 

	The tonnage of material collected 
	              286 

	  


Civic Amenity
The Council’s open day at the Ballymount Civic Amenity was a significant success though the sheer numbers attending (approx 2,800) will mean that the approach and arrangements will need to be reviewed in preparation if the event is to continue in 2013.

	Waste Stream 
	 
2010 
	 
2011 
	2012 

	No of Visitors 
	3,056 
	1,012 
	2,800 

	Domestic Waste 
	  
	  
	59 

	Bulky Waste 
	  
	  
	104 

	Timber 
	  
	  
	5 

	Green waste 
	  
	  
	31 

	Other 
	  
	  
	43 

	Total (tonnes) 
	 97 
	 126 
	242 


  
3.         “THE HAUNTED” Celebration 
For 2012 it was decided to adopt a new approach that would promote a new message in celebrating Halloween in a fun and safe way. “ THE HAUNTED” Halloween celebration was organized as a community participatory initiative aimed at building community capacity and providing a fun filled spectacle for families through the direct involvement of young people. The events aim was to move away from the mixed message of the community bonfire while maintaining a focus for families and communities around which the Halloween celebrations could take place.

A programme was developed with community arts groups that involved young people from Tallaght and Clondalkin in arts and performance workshops. In these workshops the young people learned the art of costume making and street performance. The workshops culminated in two events featuring pageant type music and dance displays, one in Tallaght and one in Clondalkin. These events showcased the new skills learned by the young people. In Tallaght 6 community groups were involved in the parade (Dizzy Footwork, Dominic’s Community Centre, Tallaght Youth Theatre, St Mark’s Choir, Fettercairn Community Centre and Tallaght Youth Forum) with approximately 400 young people and families taking part in the parade.  In Clondalkin 171 young people from 14 Community groups took part in the pre Halloween workshops. From this number, approximately 100 young people and families came together to part in the pageant and celebrations.

 
The Cost of Halloween to the Council
The cost to date are broken down as follows -

 
Cost of Safe Halloween Promotional Campaign       € 10,000
Cost of Clean Up                                                 € 63,409
Cost of Civic Amenity Free day                              € 56,000
Events Cost                                                         € 30,000
Total Cost                                                             €159,409
There was some substantial learning from this years events and as part of the review this learning will be carried forward into the plan for 2013 having regard to safety concerns and budgetary positions.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Gilligan, M. Corr, D. Looney, M. Devine, M. Duff, E. Walsh, E. Coburn, C. Jones, G. O’Connell and T. Ridge.

The main thrust of the debate centered around the following issues:

· Access to the Civic Amenity, the cost to the Council and the extension of the 2012 free access pass in 2013 to cover more than a one day event to alleviate traffic in the area and also give residents time to clear out waste in the days leading up to Halloween;
· A more high profile campaign to highlight the free access pass which some householders were not aware of due to the way in which it was circulated;
· The effectiveness the free access pass had in raising awareness of the Civic Amenity to residents who had not previously used it;
· Availability of free access passes to Members to distribute to residents groups to organize clean ups prior to Halloween;
· The apparent availability of commercial property such as wooden pallets for bonfires and the need to raise awareness among the commercial sector in the County on how to tackle this problem;
· The need to highlight the damage being done to the environment as many people do not view bonfires as being particularly damaging to their natural surroundings.  This could be done through a national campaign with other Councils and Emergency Services.  There may also be a benefit from involving schools at an early stage in the year to build awareness and cooperation; 

· Need to quantify the real cost to the Council and not just the perceived loss of revenue on the day;
· Impact of the Social Credit Scheme on Halloween events;
· Involvement by Community Groups;
· Holding of a fireworks display.
Councillor M. Corr suggested setting up a steering committee and wished to have an involvement in such a committee early in 2013 to begin planning the 2013 event.

Councillor E. Coburn stated that whereas she understood the initiative of issuing a free pass to the civic amenity but felt it sent out the wrong message and felt it would just increase volumes and costs year on year and that focusing on recycling should be more prominent.
Mr. J. Quinlivan, Director of Environmental Services took all the Members views on board and stated that planning for 2013 was in the very early stages.  He acknowledged the comments in relation to the lost revenue, traffic problems and free access distribution and stated that the Council would be looking at all these issues early in 2013.  He suggested that a workshop be set up following discussion at Area Committee meetings to explore all possibilities.
The report was NOTED.

At this point in the Meeting Councillor P. Cosgrave, who is South Dublin County Council’s representative on LAMA, wished to pass on the thanks and compliments of all the LAMA Members who had attended their annual meeting at County Hall on the 1st December.  He wished to extend his thanks and gratitude to all staff involved in the arrangements, the Porters and Security Staff and in particular, Ms E. O’Gorman and Ms E. Leech.

CORRESPONDENCE


Ministerial

Co1/1212
(i)  Letter, dated 25th October 2012, from Minister for Transport acknowledging SDCC's motion passed in relation to Phoenix Park rail tunnel (M20/1012) & referring same to NTA

(ii) Letter, dated 15th November 2012, from National Transport Authority regarding SDCC's letter in relation to Phoenix Park rail tunnel (M20/1012)
Co2/1212
Letter, dated 20th November 2012, from Minister for Finance regarding SDCC's motion in relation to change in Revenue Commissioners policy towards Service Providers such as ACTS (M2/0512)

Co3/1212
Letter, dated 22nd November 2012, from Department of the Environment regarding SDCC's motion in relation to delay in upgrading Belgard Fire Station (M12/0912)

Co4/1212
(i)  Letter, dated 27th November 2012, from Minister for Environment regarding SDCC's motion in relation to level of allocation of Local Government Fund (M19/1112)


(ii)   Letter, dated 4th December 2012, from Deputy J. Tuffy T.D. regarding SDCC's motion in relation to level of allocation of Local Government Fund (M19/1112) & her tabled PQ

Co5/1212
Letter, dated 30th November 2012, from Minister for Justice & Equality in relation to SDCC's motion regarding Funding for Community Fora (M13/1012)

Co6/1212
Letter, dated 4th December 2012, from Dept. of Justice acknowledging SDCC's letter in relation to Mr. Alpha Gassama's appeal to be allowed to stay in Ireland (H2b)/1112)

Other
Co7/1212
Letter, dated 7th November 2012, from Secretary of State for N.I. regarding SDCC's motion passed calling for the immediate release of Marion Price and Martin Corey (M2/1012)

Co8/1212
Letter, dated 19th November 2012, from Monaghan Town Council in relation to their Motion passed regarding Chicken Product sold in Ireland

Co9/1212
Letter, dated 28th November 2012, from National Consumer Agency in reply to SDCC's motion in re Greyhound (M4/1112)
Co10/1212
Letter, dated 29th November 2012, from Donegal County Council in relation to their motion passed regarding County Enterprise Boards
Co11/1212
Letter, dated 29th November 2012, from Limerick County Council in relation to their motion passed regarding reform of Pensions & Expenses arrangements
The above letters were NOTED.


MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
M1/1212
Mayor's Business 

Councillors C. King, M. Devine,  M.  McDonagh
COMMEMORATIVE ART COMPETITION 

It was proposed Councillor M. McDonagh, seconded by Councillor G. Kenny:
“That this Council supports the establishment of a County Wide Competition in Partnership with the Arts office and the Library Services that would seek entrants for the production of a piece of Street Art or Sculpture to commemorate the 1916 Rising which would be unveiled in a prominent place within the County Town in the centenary year of 2016.  That this Council would also investigate what grants are available to fund such a scheme.”
REPORT:
“It is the practice of South Dublin County Council to pursue public art programming that encourages innovation and diversity across all artistic disciplines and art forms, of both temporary and permanent works of contemporary art, while valuing the aspirations of local communities. The Council, through the Arts Office follows models of best commissioning practice as provided by the Department of Arts Heritage and the Gaeltacht particularly with regard to open national competition to identify proposals that will ensure quality, innovation, creativity and diversity. Outside of this programme, the Arts Office acts as advisor to schools, community and special interest groups regarding the commissioning of artwork. The County's Library Services have indicated that the county's rich archive of local history would be available to inform the commissioning context.

As far as the Arts Office is aware, no national or regional programme fund for the commemoration has been announced as yet. The Arts Office will investigate possible sources of funding and assist in an application made by a local special interest group.”
Councillor M. Devine introduced the motion and reiterated the need for the proposed piece of street art or sculpture to be appropriate taking the heritage of the County into consideration.

Councillor C. Brophy and Councillor P. Cosgrave spoke on the issue and both felt it would be appropriate to engage with the Office of Public Works on the matter and some discussion needed to be had in relation to the location of the chosen piece.  

Councillors G. O’Connell, E. Coburn, D. Looney and M. Duff all spoke in support of the motion and the need to commemorate this important event in history and the many other important commemorations which will take place over the coming few years.  Councillor O’Connell suggested that a cross-party group be established to look at how best to frame the commemoration.
Councillor M. Duff then proposed an amendment to the Motion to remove the word “Town” and this proposal was seconded by Councillor Cosgrave.


The Motion as amended was AGREED.
M2/1212
FORIGEN DIRECT INVESTMENT 
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:
“That this Council commends the ongoing programme of ‘Strategic Support towards Business Development and Survival’; and recommends that this council intensify its efforts to more aggressively brand and promote South Dublin County as an attractive location for foreign-direct investment (noting similar strategies by other local authorities), in particular aimed at targeted sectors including in the area of digital services, as set-down in objective 3 of the business support agenda.”
REPORT:
“Outcome 1 "South Dublin County has become more attractive as a location enabling the IDA to locate strategic and Foreign Direct Investment: Grange Castle Business Park is competitive in national and global markets with increased employment" and Outcome 3 "South Dublin County is established as a major international digital services centre capable of attracting innovative employment", support the approach set out in the Motion. As members will be aware a progress report on the "Strategic Support towards Business Development and Survival’ programme is updated to the Corporate Policy Group. The Council has, and will continue to, deliver the infrastructure necessary to support high value FDI in the County, particularly the power and communications necessary for modern industry. The success of this approach is demonstrated in emergent bio-pharma and data centre clusters in the County. In marketing terms the Council works closely with all stakeholders, including local business, and particularly the state agencies to ensure the promotion of South Dublin County as a place to do business, nationally and internationally.

At the October Council meeting the Sectoral Strategy of the Local Government Sector to Promote Employment and Support Local Enterprise was outlined and the CPG and Economic Development SPC have been presented with the Economic Strategy for the County and a working group of the SPC are drafting an Action Plan for the strategy commencing Q1 2013. (There is a full report in this regard listed for this Council meeting).”
Councillor W. Lavelle commended the efforts of management and the Economic SPC to bring investment to the county which would encourage job creation.

 The Motion was AGREED.
M3/1212
BILINGUAL HISTORICAL SUMMARIES 

 It was proposed by Councillor E. Walsh, seconded by Councillor D. Looney:
“Go ndáilfear an Comhairle seo achoimrí stairiúla dátheangacha atá oiriúnach do dhaltaí scoile, idir mheánscoileanna agus bhunscoileanna, ar ábhar na gcuimhneachán tábhachtacha céad bliain atá ag tarlú sna blianta amach romhainn agus go dtabharfar treoir do mhúinteoirí conas an t-eolas atá ar fáil sna meáin a úsáid i gceart sa rang scoile.  

That this Council will distribute bilingual historical summaries that are suitable for pupils, both secondary and primary schools, on the subject of the important hundred year commemorations that will occur over the coming years and that guidance will be given to teachers how to use the information available in the media in the classroom correctly.”     
REPORT:
“Chruth na himeachtaí a tharla idir 1912-1923 an 20ú chead in Éirinn agus beidh an t-am stairiúil seo á mharcáil le cuimhneachán thar deich mbliana.  Tá leabharlanna Átha Cliath Theas ag obair ar srath tionscadal a chuir le cheile le hatmaisféar cuimsitheach, gan a bheith caithréimeach agus ag cinntiú barántúlacht, comhréireacht agus oscailteacht.  Tá leabharlanna ag plé le hacadóirí, le hollscoileanna, le heagraíochtaí oideachais agus cultúr, le cumainn startha agus le daoine aonaracha nuair atá sé feiliúnach.

Tá réimse leathann d’imeachtaí leacaithe amach le linn na ndeich mbliana cuimhneacháin, ag tosú le himeachtaí ag díriú air an Frithdhúnadh i 1913.

Beidh an Dochtúir Miriam Moffitt ó Ollscoil Má Nuad ag tabhairt srath ceithre leacht ar an Fhrithdhúnadh 1913 i leabharlann Teampaill Ghil ag tosú i nDeireadh Fómhair, i leabharlann an Chontae i bhFeabhra 2013 agus i mBaile Uí Ruáin i nDeireadh Fómhair 2013.

Tá leabhair díreach foilsithe ag na Leabharlanna, Dublin Fire Brigade and the Irish Revolution: The story of trade unionism and republicanism within a section of Dublin’s municipal workforce 1892-1923, ina bhfuil go leor tagairt déanta don fhrithdhúnadh.

SOURCE – beidh ábhair nua, a bhailiú le déanaí, maidir leis an fhrithdhúnadh, ar fáil ar SOURCE, An chuid oidhreachta digiteacha don suíomh idirlín.  Beidh ábhair bhreise ó Halla na Saoirse a fuair muid go gairid ó Ollscoil na hÉireann, Corcaigh, le scannán d’imeachtaí a tharla i 1913 ar fáil freisin.  Tá taispeántas cuimhneacháin beartaithe ag leabharlanna freisin, a bheidh dírithe ar scoileanna, le athachtú do chainteanna Larkin san áireamh.

Beidh Leabharlanna Átha Cliath Theas gníomhach i bhforbairt agus bailiúcháin a dhéanamh maidir le comóradh 1916 – ag fáil earraí cuimhneacháin, grianghraif agus doiciméid ag plé leis an éirí amach agus ar céard a thit amach ina dhiaidh.  Tá 600 earra maidir le 1916 agus an t-am réabhlóideach seo nua curtha le SOURCE i 2012.  Tá na hábhair ar fáil go hoscailte agus saor in aisce ar SOURCE – an chuid oidhreachta digiteacha do www.southdublinlibraries.ie.  Bhí freagra dearfach againn ó Iarsmalann an Phiarsaigh agus ón gcartlann airm i mBeairic Port Abhla. Tá cartlannaí ó Leabharlann Uí hAilín ábhair nach bhfuil coitianta a chuir ar fáil le bheith digitithe.  Tá tionscadal béaloideas 1916 le ‘Irish Life and Lore’ beartaithe freisin mar chuid do na cuimhneacháin.  Beidh cuireadh ó Leabharlanna Átha Cliath Theas ag dul amach chuig ag daltaí ard teiste staire chun a aistí / tionscadal ard teiste a chur isteach ar Bhronnadh Tionscnamh Pádraic Mac Piarais  2013.  Beidh tionscadal taighde ar aon chuid do stair na hÉirinn ag gnáth agus ard leibhéal in ann a bheith curtha isteach air.  Beidh cuireadh á dtabhairt don scríbhneoir don t-aiste ab fhearr agus na haistí eile atá ar ardchaighdeán ard teiste  a gcuid oibre a fhoilsiú in imleabhar aistí ar Stair na hÉirinn i 2016 mar chuid don cheiliúradh cead bliana. Beidh an comórtas oscailte dóibh siúd atá ina chónaí nó ag staidéar i gceantar Átha Cliath Theas nó dóibh siúd atá ag déanamh tionscadal taighde atá dírithe ar Ath Cliath Theas nó atá ag freastal ar ár seimineár taighde.

Beidh leachtanna, ceardlanna agus imeachtaí eile ar fáil i 2016 mar a bhfásann pleananna.

Beidh Seirbhísí Páistí na Leabharlanna ag obair le 100 bunscoil agus 35 meánscoil atá sa chontae le linn na mblianta amach romhainn, chun cinntiú go bhfuil siad ar an aird faoi bhailiúchán SOURCE agus an tábhacht atá leis mar fhoinse mhúinteoireachta.  Tá na gcumann proifisiúnta múinteoirí ag eagrú comhdháil agus páipéir faoi láthair ar breathnú ar na deich mbliana comóradh seo agus cé a bheidh ag ceiliúradh céard agus cén fáth.  Beidh an tseirbhís leabharlanna ag obair leis na scoileanna áitiúla go léir ag tacú leo agus ag fiosrú na féidearthachtaí chun achoimrí stairiúla dátheangacha a dhéanamh, más féidir le hacmhainní agus scileanna atá ar fáil.

The events of 1912-1923 shaped 20th century Ireland and the decade of commemoration will mark this historical period.  South Dublin Libraries are working on a series of projects which will seek to set a tone that is inclusive and non-triumphalist, ensuring authenticity, proportionality and openness. Libraries are consulting with scholars, with universities, with educational and cultural bodies, with local historical associations and committees and with individuals where appropriate.

South Dublin Libraries are planning a range of activities during the decade of commemoration beginning with events focusing on the 1913 Lockout. Dr Miriam Moffitt of NUI Maynooth will give a series of four lectures on the 1913 lockout in Whitechurch Library in October 2012, in the County Library in February 2013 and in Ballyroan Library in October 2013.

The Libraries Department have also just published a book entitled Dublin Fire Brigade and the Irish Revolution: The story of trade unionism and republicanism within a section of Dublin’s municipal workforce 1892-1923, which contains many references to Dublin during the lockout period.

SOURCE – the digital heritage section of the library website will soon include new material relating to the lockout which has been collected recently. Additional material from Liberty Hall will also be delivered along with a film of the events of 1913 currently owned by UCC. The County Library is also planning a commemorative exhibition which will be aimed at local schools and will include a re-enactment of Larkin’s speech as part of the event.

In terms of commemorating 1916 South Dublin Libraries will actively collect and develop collections towards commemorating the centenary of 1916 – sourcing memorabilia, photographs and documentation pertaining to the rising and its aftermath. 600 new items on 1916 and the revolutionary period have been added during 2012 alone. All this material will be open and freely available from SOURCE - the digital heritage section of www.southdublinlibraries.ie . We have had an enthusiastic and positive response from the Pearse Museum and the Military Archives in Portobello Barracks. The Allen Library archivist is also very happy to donate rare material for digitization. A 1916 oral history project in conjunction with Irish Life and Lore is also planned as part of the commemorations.

South Dublin Libraries will also invite all Leaving Certificate History students to submit their Leaving Certificate History research project essays for consideration for a Pádraig Pearse prize to be inaugurated in 2013. Research projects that examine any aspect of Irish History will be eligible both Higher and Ordinary level essays will be accepted. The winner and other entrants whose papers are deemed to be of publishable standard (good Leaving Certificate standard) may be invited to contribute their work to a projected volume of essays on Irish History to be published in 2016 to mark the centenary of 1916.  Entries will be open to all those students residing in or studying in the South Dublin County area or completing a research project associated with the South Dublin area also to those attending our research project seminars. Lectures, workshops and other events will be delivered in 2016 as plans evolve.

The Children’s Services team from Libraries will be working very closely over the next years with the 100 primary and 35 post primary schools in the County to ensure that all are aware of the SOURCE collection and its value as a teaching resource. All the professional teacher associations are currently organising conferences and conference papers on this decade of commemoration exploring who should commemorate what and why. The library service in South Dublin will work with all local schools to support their exploration of these moments in history and will investigate the possibility of developing bilingual historical summaries if resources and skills allow.”
Councillor E. Walsh spoke of his concerns that many children were not learning of historic events in a basic factual way but by taking as fact the many films of events which were not historically or factually correct.

Councillor D. Looney stated that as a member of the Junior Certificate reform programme group he would call for short courses to be run on local and national history and the council could play a role in this.

Councillors G. O’Connell, J. Hannon, M. Devine, C. Bond and E. Tuffy all spoke in support of this Motion in a similar vein stressing the importance of historic events being passed on to future generations in a proper manner.

 The Motion was AGREED.     

M4/1212
CYBER AND TEXT BULLYING 

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor Cosgrave:
“That this Council asks the Library and Community Services Departments, along with other relevant sections of the Council, County Dublin VEC and other interested bodies, to seek to put in place a pilot project to deal with cyber and text bullying amongst children and young people. This pilot would be based in a suitable cluster involving at least one post-primary school, at least one primary school and at least one other relevant organisation such as a youth club or community group. The pilot would seek to utilise the County's Library Services in particular as information hubs to assist parents, schools, youth organisations and young people themselves in dealing with cyber and text bullying, with a view to being extended County-wide into the future.”
REPORT:
“South Dublin Libraries has been extremely active in the area of Internet and Internet Safety for Children. A number of lecture series have been held for parents dealing with all aspects of teenage life, for example:- depression, health and Cyber Safety. Each module was presented by a specialist in that field, the Cyber Safety module was delivered by the Office for Internet Safety. In addition to this a series of workshops in ICT skills for parents have taken place in the libraries with a particular emphasis on keeping children safe on the internet and through their interaction with Social Media. 

We are supportive of all local and national initiatives such as the National Anti-Bullying Forum established by the Minister for Education and Minister for Children and Youth earlier this year. It is anticipated that the Forum will produce a report of their findings before the end of the year. The Council is also aware of the Children First Guidelines which recognise cyber bullying as a child protection issue.” 

Councillor D. Looney spoke on the Motion and its increasing relevance over the last number of years.  He welcomed the work being done by our libraries but stressed his concern regarding the need for all the relevant agencies including the VEC to have a coordinated approach to the problem.

Councillor M. Devine and Councillor C. Brophy both felt this was a very timely motion and spoke on the devastation this type of bullying caused.

Councillor E. Higgins supported the Motion and suggested that the council put a link to www.webwise.ie on their website so that parents and children could access it for advice.

Councillor T. Gilligan also gave his support to the motion and noted that it had been reported that three-quarters of all children in the 12 to 16 year old age bracket were frequently using social media sites.

Mr. P. Murphy, Director of Corporate, Human Resources and Library Services, responded to the Members and informed them that this was an area the Council were watching and were intensely aware of.  He mentioned a number of library service initiatives and stated that on publication of the National Anti-Bullying Forum Report via the Minister for Education further discussion would take place on how to move forward.

Councillor D. Looney thanked all the contributors for their comments and requested a commitment in writing that following the publication of the above mentioned report that work would be done on this matter.
M5/1212 
POSTAL VOTES 
 It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded Councillor E.  Walsh:
“That this Council requests the Minister for Environment, Local Govt. and Community to make provision for early and/or postal voting so as to facilitate citizens who, for various reasons, are unable to be physically present at their local polling station on polling day, and that this matter be debated.”
REPORT:
“The rules governing Postal Voting are set out in Rule 19 of 2nd Schedule to 1992 Electoral Act. There are strict guidelines setting out the criteria for eligibility for a Postal Vote which must be applied for annually, and aside from Local Elections the responsibility for processing and issuing of Postal Votes lies with the County Returning Officer. The following is a list of persons who fall into the category of eligibility for postal votes:

Members of the Defence Forces, Garda Siochana, Diplomats and their spouses, persons with a physical disability living at home, persons unable to vote in person because of the circumstances of their occupation, service or employment, including students attending an educational institution in the State on a full time basis, prisoners.

Should this Motion be passed the content of same will be forwarded to the Minister for Environment, Local Government and Community and a copy of his reply, when received, will be circulated to the members.”
Councillor J. Hannon introduced his motion and his desire to have the way in which people voted changed for the benefit of all.  He spoke about postal voting and early voting and their place in our society and how they operate in various EU countries and in the United States of America.  He spoke of his concerns in relation to low turn-out at the last referendum.
Councillor E. Higgins remarked that it was interesting to note that despite the various methods of voting available in the USA there were queues of up to eight hours in some areas to vote at the recent Presidential Election.

Councillor C. Brophy and Councillor M. Devine both supported the sentiment of the motion but felt that the low turn-out at recent times was due to apathy and lack of pride in politics rather than the particular day chosen or the lack of flexibility in the system.

Director of Services Mr. P. Murphy reiterated that the current system was a statutory provision and if the Motion was passed it would be sent to the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government.

 The Motion was AGREED.
M6/1212
WEBCASTING 

 It was proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan, seconded by Councillor D. Looney:
“That this Council investigates the possibilities of implementing a live webcasting of Council meetings.” 
REPORT:

“The Council undertook to examine the posibilities of implementing live webcasting of Council meetings in 2009.  The Council spoke with other authorities in the region and worked up an approximate costing for hosting such technology.  The matter was discussed at length at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee meeting in January 2010 where it was decided that the costs were prohibitive at that stage given the prevailing financial circumstances and that the possiblity would be re-visted in the future.

If the motion is agreed a further examination of the costs, options and available technologies will be conducted and the matter will be brought to a future meeting of the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee for consideration.”

Councillor T. Gilligan opened the debate by stating that South Dublin County Council was the only Dublin authority that did not have webcasting as part of its meetings system, he felt this council was lagging behind on the issue which had not been discussed since January 2010.


Councillor C. Brophy, Councillor P. Cosgrave and Councillor M. Devine did not support the motion or welcome the idea of webcasting.  Members felt that the cost was prohibitive; viewing figures would be very low as with the Oireachteas channel and the county newsletter was a far better means of communication with residents.

Councillor D. Looney welcomed the motion and hoped that a more low-cost solution could be found.  He felt that there was a need for openness and transparency and webcasting of meetings would help publicise to residents what business the Members were focusing on.

Councillor J. Hannon and Councillor G. O’Connell supported the motion in principle as they felt the Council should be open to new means of communication and this method should be explored.

Director of Services Mr. P. Murphy stated that the council had no difficulty in investigating the various options and costs and would present a report to the March Organisation, Procedure & Finance Committee meeting.
Councillor T. Gilligan thanked the Members who supported the motion.

The Motion was AGREED.
M7/1212
CORPORATE COMMUNICATIONS 

 It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor M. Devine:
“To ask that Management explore and pilot test opportunities and means of communicating with the general public so that Council initiatives on such occasions as Halloween, Social Credit System, Seminars, Review of Policy e.g. on litter, parks, parking bye-laws etc. as there is a significant disconnect between the LA and the population it serves that cannot be addressed in an urban environment by public representatives alone?”
REPORT:
“South Dublin County Council is committed to ensuring that accurate, timely and relevant council information is made available to our citizens, elected members and council staff. At present that council utilises a wide range of communication channels to ensure information is accessible and interesting to all audiences. In 2013, the Council will undertake to commence the process for the production of a revised Corporate Communications Plan. This document will aim to outline South Dublin County Council’s strategy for improving and measuring communication processes and their cost effectiveness across the organisation . It will identify the areas of corporate communication that need be addressed in consultation with the elected members and citizens of South Dublin County.  Effective communication is a controlled and managed process, with responsibility for communication being shared across the organisation. Good communication is at the heart of good customer service, and this communication plan will be developed to support the council’s customer services policies and procedures.

The ultimate aim of our external communication is that all residents, business customers and partner organisations that deal with the council will have a clear understanding and a positive perception of our:

·                                      Aims

·                                      Values

·                                      Services

·                                      Achievements

Channels of Communication:
Council/Library Websites  
On average there are 180,000 page views of the Council Website per month. In December 2012, South Dublin County Council will launch the new corporate Website www.sdublincoco.ie.  The site has been redeveloped using an open source content management solution, in line with Local Government Efficiency Review Shared Services strategy for Website Content Management.  In line with international trends, government department websites are moving towards a service / task based menu layout and away from the traditional ‘departmental’ structure, enabling the citizen to see at a glance what service or information they require. 

The library website front page was also redesigned in 2012 in order to streamline navigation and to highlight book, literacy and children’s services. With over 2.6 million hits in 2012 the website is a vital information tool for communities and offers ‘always open’ services.

Social Media Platforms
During 2012, the Council continued to utilise and develop the council’s social media sites to promote and communicate information and services to the community. Social media provides us with an opportunity to engage in conversations with our citizens and respond to criticism and misinformation through effective media monitoring. In times of limited financial resources, social media is relatively inexpensive and enables the local authority to increase our message reach in the community. Since 2009, we have developed these resources and trained our staff to provide real time information, create awareness campaigns and promote civic events. Our aim is to deliver real citizen centred services by sharing information and receiving feedback from our citizens. The Council provides information about the many traditional services we deliver and our innovative initiatives in the areas of the Arts, Libraries, Social Inclusion, Sports and Recreation, Business/Community Development, Road Safety and Environmental Awareness Programmes.  Social Media provides the Council with a wonderful opportunity to share this information with a wider audience at relatively little cost. The Council now has in excess of 3,200 Twitter followers with more than 1,600 Facebook accounts ‘liking’ the Council's page and receiving updates and nearly half a million visitors have viewed our  Digital Media Campaign -‘Tackle Litter’ on the Council’s YouTube Channel.

Corporate Magazines/ Brochures
In June 2012 ‘South Dublin County Today Magazine’ was produced, this publication aims to promote local democracy and the many community, business and educational services/initiatives that the Council delivers to enhance the quality of life opportunities for our citizens. In April 2012 South Dublin Libraries published the spring/summer issue of ‘Off the Shelf,’ a new magazine designed to highlight a selection of the latest programmes, collections and services.  The newsletter promotes the cultural profile of South Dublin County attracting new audiences and partners to our libraries. It is envisaged to make ‘Off the Shelf’ into a bi-annual publication. In additional brochures and leaflets on Council services are distributed widely throughout the County through the library services network, community centres, arts/sporting/leisure facilities, County Hall and Civic Centre Clondalkin.

Local and National Press
The Council aims to develop and maintain good relationships with the national and local media. In 2012 over 400 media queries were processed and 125 press releases issued providing information on council initiatives and services.

Events /Launches
Over 200 events were attended by the Mayor’s Office in 2012, reflecting the council’s interaction with local community groups, schools, businesses and other public bodies. 

In addition to the above, the Council also utilises the following communications channels: - Advertising in the national and local press, Telephony Systems (SMS), Smart Signs, Visits to and from Schools and 3rd Level Institutes, Community Groups and Partner Agencies.”
Councillor G. O’Connell spoke on the motion and made reference to gaps in how the council transmits its message.  He acknowledged the dependency on new technology in this area but felt there was a section of society not being reached in this way and asked Members for suggestions in how we might take a different approach to getting the message out to a broader audience.

Councillor C. Jones suggested that the digital message boards which were scattered around the county could be an excellent way of highlighting events and information.  
Councillor J. Hannon and Councillor D. Looney were in agreement with this suggestion.

Director of Services Mr. P. Murphy stated that the management were always open to new ways of communicating and the council had at present huge success in the areas of social media, website hits and also a range of traditional media methods.  He also suggested that the council might explore possibilities of joint ventures with other parties in order to not only reach our own citizens but those beyond our county.  A new Corporate Communication Plan would be prepared in 2013 and management would work with Members on that project via the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee.

 The Motion was AGREED.
M8/1212 
CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION
 It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor C. Jones:
“That this Council criticizes the failure of successive governments to publish a national strategy and policy on Climate Change Adaptation, and requests the Manager to write to the Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government conveying this view and calling for the early publication of a National Strategy on Climate Change Adaptation.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the sentiments expressed within it will be forwarded to the Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government.”
Councillor E. Tuffy noted that the National Climate Change Strategy 2007-2012 was now coming to an end and that three successive governments had failed to publish a national strategy as set out in the motion.
Councillor M. Devine also spoke in support of the motion.
 The Motion was AGREED.
M9/1212
OPERATION TRANSFORMATION 5K
 It was proposed by Councillor E. Higgins, seconded Councillor W. Lavelle:
“That the Manager presents a report on the possibility of proposing a park in our County for a 5k run initiative in association with RTE's Operation Transformation. Last year the show, together with the Irish Sports Council, used a number of national venues on a set date for their national campaign. The Dublin venue, The Phoenix Park, was hugely over-subscribed. If the show is planning a similar 2013 campaign, a South Dublin County Council park could be profiled by the show and a community awareness campaign run at minimal cost through local groups and media. If not, perhaps the Manager would consider running our own County Run in conjunction with the publicity generated from this popular show which promotes healthy living.”
REPORT:
“The main parks in the county are used on a year round basis for running events. Among the events which have taken place in 2012 are:

The Business Houses Annual Cross Country run in Tymon Park in January; the Tom Byrne Memorial 5k run in Lucan, organised by Lucan Harriers in May, which started and finished at Griffeen Valley Park athletic track and the very successful Ramble Aid, organised by the South Dublin County Sports Partnership, which took place over three weekends in September in Corkagh Park, Griffeen Valley Park, and Tymon Park. In addition, many local schools hold their annual sports days in our parks in May and June each year.

Tymon Park has previously been featured on Operation Transformation when a local woman from Tallaght appeared on the programme in 2011. RTE filmed part of the programme in Tymon Park and very positive feedback was received at that time.

Arrangements will be made to contact the producers of the programme to establish their plans for 2013. The option of running a County Event will also be considered in association with the Council's Sports Officer and the South Dublin County Sport Partnership and in association with the Promotion of Villages 2013.”    

Councillor E. Higgins noted the event which took place in the Phoenix Park as part of last year’s Operation Transformation programme and felt that in the circumstances this would be an opportunity for the council to promote active and healthy living while highlighting our parks.  She acknowledged the work being done by the Sports and Recreation Officers throughout the County.

Councillor E. Walsh supported the motion and his concern at obesity levels particularly among children and the need to highlight and give support to this problem within our society.

Mr. J. Quinlivan stated that South Dublin County Council always tried to promote healthy events in the parks and would endeavor to make contact with the producers of the show with a view to utilizing our parks.

 The Motion was AGREED.
M10/1212
ROADWORKS 

It was proposed by Councillor M. Devine, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:
“That the Manager ensure residents are fully informed of upcoming road works etc. with a schedule of works / advice posted to the relevant households”
REPORT:
“All upcoming roadworks are notified on the South Dublin County Council website. Where work takes place in the vicinity of a small no. of houses, the residents are informed by letter or by calling at the door.

For larger schemes the SDCC website is the main mode of communication for residents.

The Council will examine in conjunction with the Communications/PR unit to see how best we can provide information to the public and the business community for planned roadworks.”  

M11/1212
ROADWORKS PROTOCOL
 It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:
“That this Council regrets the practice witnessed in recent weeks whereby road works have taken place in commercial areas but without any prior notice or consultation with local business, resulting in serious and in many cases avoidable disruption to local commercial life; and requests the Manager to put in place a protocol, as part of the council’s business support programme, to ensure that local business which may be directly-affected by planned road works are consulted with and given prior notice such that, where possible, measures can be agreed to seek to minimise disruption to local commercial activity.”
REPORT:
“All upcoming roadworks are notified on the South Dublin County Council website. For larger schemes the SDCC website is the main mode of communication for residents. 

Local businesses are notified of  works prior to any work commencing. Major resurfacing works are generally carried out at night-time if possible so as to minimise the disruption to businesses, The Council regrets any inconvenience caused but these unavoidable repair works are essential and will  ultimately benefit local residents and businesses in that area.

The Council will examine in conjunction with the Communications/PR unit to see how best we can provide information to the public and the business community for planned roadworks.”
Councillor W. Lavelle stated that it was regrettable in recent weeks that lack of notice regarding road works had lead to a lot of complaints from local businesses and that if proper lines of communication were in place it would create a better atmosphere and good will between the business sector and the council.  The Member appreciated that all works were necessary but felt lack of notice created a lot of negativity.

Director of Roads and Water Services Ms T. Walsh stated that the council try to mitigate against disruption at all times and whereas it did try to schedule these particular works for night-time it was not possible due to supplier being unable to deliver materials at that time.  Ms Walsh stated that in her opinion communications were normally quite positive but undertook to discuss the matter with the Communications Unit and would also discuss with senior engineers in an effort to improve matters.

Councillor W. Lavelle responded by stating that businesses did not have a problem with the works taking place and were fully understanding of their necessity but some businesses according to the Lucan Chamber of Commerce and the taxi drivers in the area were not notified. 
 The Motion was AGREED.
M12/1212
MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
It was proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan,  seconded by Councillor E. Walsh: 
“That this Council calls for the resignation of the Minister for Health, Dr. James Reilly.”
Councillor T. Gilligan spoke on his dissatisfaction with performance of the Minister and called on Members to support his motion. 

Councillor C. Brophy was in complete disagreement with Councillor Gilligan and stated that there were many other issues to be discussed in the chamber and this was not a motion which should be considered at this level.  He stated that Minister Reilly had tackled a lot of problems in relation to waiting lists and putting together a set of reforms which were needed following chronic years of mismanagement.

Councillor M. Devine stated that she would regretfully support the motion as Fianna Fáil had left a shambolic health system in its wake and stated that the whole healthcare system was grossly underfunded and that an INMO report showed the system to be understaffed and unsafe.
Councillor C. Jones stated her decision to abstain from a vote on the motion as she was not in favour of the chamber being used to report on popular issues or making political gain.  She felt the issue was more relevant to an Area Committee meeting.

A show of hands vote resulted as follows:
In favour - 
FIVE (5)
Against - 
EIGHT (8)
Abstained - 
THREE (3)
The Motion was LOST. 

Standing Orders were suspended for five minutes to conclude Motion no. 12.
MOTION NOT REACHED: 

(M13) 
TIONSCAL ALCÓIL / ALCOHOL INDUSTRY 

Councillor E. Walsh 
Ag féachaint ar thairiscint a ritheadh i nDeireadh Fómhair i mbliana maidir le hurraíocht ó thionscal na ndeochanna alcóil do chúrsaí spóirt, go ndéanfaidh an Chomhairle seo cosc a chur i bhfeidhm ar fhograíocht alcóil ar airtight na Comhairle sa mhéid is féidir nuair a n-imreoidh daoine faoi aois orthu.

Having regard to the motion passed in October this year having regard to sponsorship from the drinks industry for sport, that this Council shall impose a ban on alcohol advertising on Council premises as far as possible where under-age persons are present.

 The meeting concluded at 6.35 pm.
Signed: _________________________

 Mayor

Date:____________________________
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