COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 12th November 2012


PRESENT
	Councillors
	Councillors

	Bond, C.
	Jones, C.

	Bonner, B.
	Kearns, P.

	Brophy, C.
	Kenny, G.

	Coburn, E.
	King, C.

	Corr, M.
	Lahart, J.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lavelle, W.

	Delaney, T.
	Lawlor, B.

	Dermody AM.
	Looney, D.

	Devine, M
	McDonagh, M.

	Duff, M.
	O’Connell, G.

	Gilligan, T.
	Ridge, T.

	Hannon, J.
	Tuffy, E.

	Higgins, E.
	Walsh, E.


OFFICIALS PRESENT
	County Manager
	

	Directors / Heads of Function


	C. Henehan, B. Coman, F. Nevin, T. Walsh,

J. Quinlivan

	Senior Executive Officers
	C. Lehane, E. O’Gorman, M. Maguire, 
Y. Dervan, L. Leonard, M. Judge

	Financial Management Accountant
	P. McLoughlin

	Senior Engineer
	D. Finch

	Administrative Officer
	E. Leech

	A/Administrative Officer
	M. O’Neill

	A/Staff Officer 
	B. Gorman

	I.T.
	C. Whelan

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne


The Mayor, Councillor C. King, presided.

Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Mayor, Councillor C. King wished to congratulate the council on its recent success at Chambers Ireland 9th Annual Excellence in Local Government Awards at which South Dublin County Council won two awards, namely:

- Best Library Service, South Dublin County Library Service ‘Ready2Read’ - Promoting Early Literacy Development;

- Outstanding Customer Service, South Dublin County Council - Choice Based Letting Scheme - Empowering the Customer.

The Mayor and Members wished in particular to commend the County Librarian, Ms G. Byrne and library staff and the Director of Housing, Social and Community Development, Mr. B. Coman and staff on their excellent work on both of these projects.

H1/1112
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council 8th October 2012 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave.

H2a)/1112
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE - 9th OCTOBER 2012  DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY, HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H2b)/1112
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE - 17th OCTOBER 2012  DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES (1 REPORT - REQUEST TO APPEAL ON BEHALF OF ALPHA GASSAMA), COMMUNITY, HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
Request to Appeal on Behalf of Alpha Gassama: 
“The following report was presented to the Clondalkin Area Committee held on 17th October 2012:-
REQUEST TO APPEAL ON BEHALF OF ALPHA GASSAMA  
It was proposed by Councillor G. Kenny, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:
“That this Committee requests the Council to write to the Minister for Justice Alan Shatter to appeal on behalf of Alpha Gassama who resides in the Tower Reception Centre Clondalkin.  We are appealing to the Minister to let Alpha stay in Ireland on the grounds that his life would be in danger if he was to go back to Guinea.  Alpha has been in Ireland for the past eight years and has done numerous voluntary works since his arrival here in 2004.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“If the Members agree with the sentiments of the Motion then a recommendation will be brought to the full Council in the context of a report from the Area Committee.”
A discussion ensued in relation to the Motion with contributions from Cllrs Kenny, Bonner, Mc Donagh & Ridge.  Ms E. O’Gorman, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised. 
In line with the Manager’s Report, and as there was consensus from the meeting that a recommendation be made to the Council to write to the Minister to appeal on behalf of Alpha Gassama, this matter is now before the Council.”
The Mayor Councillor C. King spoke about Mr. Alpha Gassama and the considerable contribution he makes to the community in Clondalkin.  He referred to the cross party support surrounding this issue and urged the Minister for Justice to intervene in the case.
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor G. Kenny and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Clondalkin Area Committee - 17th October 2012 - Corporate Services & Libraries Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED and that this Council writes to the Minister for Justice to appeal on behalf of Alpha Gassama.”

H2c)/1112
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - JOINT TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) & TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 22nd OCTOBER 2012  DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), HOUSING, ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES 

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for Grants
Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-
	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received 
	Amount

	GF2130
	Sacred Heart Football Club
	Major Equipment Grant
	18/09/12
	€3,000

	GF2125
	Active Age Kingswood Kilnamanagh
	Running Costs Grant for Community Groups
	17/08/12
	€400


Application for Arts Grants
Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	Agf754
	The Firhouse Singers
	Grant – towards musical and technical support for Gala Choral Concert
	27/6/2012
	€300


It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney and seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED
That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report.”

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Joint Tallaght Area Committee (1) & Tallaght Area Committee (2) - 22nd October 2012 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2d)/1112
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - LUCAN AREA COMMITTEE - 23rd OCTOBER 2012  DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for Grants
Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-
	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF2127
	Foxborough Maintenance Association
	3.3 Environmental Improvements Grant
	3/09/12
	€400

	GF 2134
	Palmerston Community Centre
	1.2 Employment Grant for New or Existing Community Centre
	01/10/12
	€30,000


It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor C. Jones and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grant to Foxborough Maintenance Association as recommended in the foregoing report.”

It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grant to Palmerston Community Centre as recommended in the foregoing report”.”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor C. Jones and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Lucan Area Committee - 22nd October 2012 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H3/1112
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 20th SEPTEMBER 2012

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H4/1112
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H5/1112     
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
QUESTIONS FOR NOTING
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:
“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions numbered Q1 – Q23 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
Q1/11112
RESPONSE TIMES 

QUESTION: Councillor C. Bond
To ask the Manager to make a statement on how it might improve response times to the following issues:

Overgrown weeds, in fields and other public spaces within the councils remit;

Dead or damaged trees posing an immediate threat to property or public safety?

REPLY:
Weeds are not generally a problem in parks, on maintained open spaces nor on road grass margins which are under the maintenance of the Parks Department. 

Isolated instances of weed infestation may occur occasionally on non recreational lands in the ownership of the council. Every effort is made to control this problem in the council's asset management programme. 
In relation to dead or damaged trees on roads or lands in charge of the council, such trees are dealt with on a priority basis by council staff. In the case of trees brought to the council's attention through the customer care system, details of  the trees in question are generally referred to staff in the Parks Section who arrange to have the trees assessed. The assessment includes an assessment of the risk posed by the tree to public safety and/or property. Where a tree is deemed to be a hazard to public safety, any works deemed necessary to eliminate the hazard are scheduled for attention on a priority basis. Trees in this category are dealt with on a year round basis. Trees that are not deemed to be hazard are dealt with in line with the general Tree Management Programme of the Council.
In the case of trees on private property bounding a public road, the Council has powers under the Roads Acts to take action requiring landowners to deal with trees considered to be a hazard to the safety of road users.  

Q2/1112
TACKLE LITTER VIDEO

QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine

To ask the Manager if there are plans to promote the successful TACKLE LITTER video in schools / Colleges etc.?

REPLY:
The South Dublin County Council Tackle Litter video was officially launched by the Mayor of South Dublin County on 5th October 2012. The video encourages everyone to tackle litter and make South Dublin County a litter free County.  The video Tackle Litter  seeks to promote anti litter awareness using social media and is part of the implementation of the Litter Management Plan 2011-2014. 
The Tackle Litter video has been very successful so far, reaching over 461,000 hits on Youtube and is currently being promoted through www.sdcc.ie, the Fingal, Dun Laoghaire Rathdown, Meath and Kildare County Council website. 
The video is also part of a regional anti-litter cinema campaign and will be shown in cinemas throughout South Dublin County, Fingal County,  Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County, County Meath and County Kildare soon. In addition schools have been provided with the link and asked to promote the “Tackle Litter” video among their students, teacher and parents association. 
The video will be part of all anti-Litter talks that are provided as part of the Green Schools Programme. Tallaght IT are promoting the video among students and staff through the Student Union and their AV notices in the Institute. 
It will also continue to be promoted through the SDCC website, Facebook and twitter.  
Q3/1112
GRAFFITI
QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine

To ask the Manager for an update on the cleansing of directional road / street signs that have been recently targeted by graffiti "artists"?
REPLY:
The Council endeavours to keep all statutory signage clean and readable. However despite considerable thought being given to the placement arrangements for large signs, in a number of locations attempts have been made to "tag" and / or add graffiti to some signs. While this does not impede the reflective ability of the signage it is unsightly.  In many cases the signs have been treated during manufacture with a covering which prevents much of the ink / paint etc from adhering strongly to the signs and this ink / paint is removed in a relatively short time by climatic conditions. 

The Area Engineers will monitor and examine the signage in their areas and will repair or clean any vandalised signs.
Q4/1112
PROTECTION OF TENANCY 

QUESTION:  Councillor M. Devine

To ask the Manager if, in the case of a tenant being offered work / study abroad for a specific period, there are protections for that tenancy?
REPLY:
The Council's Tenancy Agreement with the Tenant outlines criteria of tenancy which includes the following:-
The Tenant shall reside in and occupy the dwelling throughout the duration of the tenancy and shall not without the prior written consent of the Council cease to reside therein for a period or periods in the aggregate exceeding six weeks in any period of fifty-two weeks 
Should a Tenant no longer reside in the State they are deemed no longer in need of social housing support.

Q5/1112
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
QUESTION: Councillor T. Gilligan

To ask that the Manager clarifies the position on property management agencies advertising multiple properties for rent or sale in housing estates?

REPLY:
Under the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) the following advertisements are considered to be exempted development (i.e. do not require planning permission);
Advertisements relating to the sale or letting of any structure or other land (not being an advertisement structure) on which they are exhibited, provided that the following conditions and limitations are complied with;
1. The area of any such advertisement shall not exceed (a) in the case of an advertisement relating to the sale or letting of a house, 0.6 square metres, 
(b) in the case of an advertisement relating to the sale or letting of any other structure or land, 1.2 square metres.
2. Not more than one such advertisement shall be exhibited on the structure or other land.
3. No such advertisement shall be exhibited, and no advertisement structure erected for the purpose of exhibiting such advertisement shall remain on the structure or land, for more than 7 days after the sale or letting to which the advertisement relates.
All complaints received by the Planning Authority in relation to signage erected by Estate Agents, Auctioneers, Property Management Agents etc. are investigated in a fair and proper manner. Following investigation if it is found that the signage in question does not comply with the Exempted Development Conditions and Limitations (as detailed above), appropriate enforcement action is taken.
In relation to signs which are temporary in nature and exempted under the Planning Acts, the Litter Pollution Act permits the erection of signs only where the express written permission of the owner of the land/building upon which the sign is erected has been given. Where evidence of such permission cannot be produced the Estate Agent in question is liable to be fined under the Litter Pollution Act - such fines are €150. These signs are investigated routinely by the Council's Litter Wardens and fines are issued where confirmation of permission is not available. Fines can and are routinely appealed where the written permission can be provided.

Q6/1112
PROCUREMENT
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager, further to my previous motions and questions, most recently at the March 2012 meeting, to report on the commitment to "collect information on all expenditure on goods and services across the organisation and to review the methodology of procurement in each case, with a view to making recommendations on how best the Council can make expenditure savings through more efficient procurement as well as supporting the local economy while complying with procurement legislation and guidelines"?

REPLY:
As reported in March 2012 South Dublin County Council is very conscious of the needs of SMEs and in particular those SMEs, traders and suppliers operating within its Administrative area.
The Council publishes all tender opportunities on the etenders website as revised by Circular 10/10 - Facilitating SME participation in Public Procurement and follows closely EU Procurement rules.  The Corporate Services Department has also been working closely with all Departments to identify where efficiencies can be made through organisational procurement and a number of training and development courses have been organised for staff involved in procurement.  These courses have dealt with EU Procurement rules, Framework Agreements and Tender Evaluation.
The National Procurement Service (NPS) have tendered for and awarded a number of mandatory National Contracts which the Council is bound to adhere to and these include ICT Consumables, Janitorial Supplies, Stationary and Office Supplies, Advertising and most recently Energy Supplies.
SMEs and traders in general are also notified of Meet the Buyer Events which take place and these events give traders an opportunity to meet with Public Sector Procurement Officers who can advise on the most efficient way to tender for supply of goods to the public sector.  

Q7/1112
FINANCE CIRCULAR 10/10
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to report on this council's implementation of Department of Finance Circular 10-10 "Guidance Doc on SME participation"?
REPLY:

South Dublin County Council has, over the past two years, made significant progress in implementing in house procurement guidelines, and following the setting up of a Procurement Working Group, has produced a number of guidance documents in relation to public procurement which are available to all staff on the Intranet.  Circular 10/10 forms part of these guidance documents and the Council is very conscious of the needs of SMEs and in particular those SMEs, traders and suppliers operating within its Administrative area.  Where relatively minor spends are envisaged staff involved in procurement are encouraged to request at least three quotes from companies even where Procurement Rules state that only one quote is necessary.  Where threshold values were below €25,000 in 2011 in excess of 2,400 suppliers sold goods to South Dublin County Council.
The National Procurement Service (NPS) have tendered for and awarded a number of National Contracts which the Council is bound to adhere to and these include ICT Consumables, Janitorial Supplies, Stationary and Office Supplies, Advertising and most recently Energy Supplies.

Q8/1112
LED PUBLIC LIGHTING 

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to provide a detailed update on the council's proposed piloting of LED public lighting technology?
REPLY:
The council has implemented a policy change to ensure that all lanterns installed on segregated pedestrian footways and cycle ways shall be low maintenance LED Lanterns with long life guarantees. To date footpaths / Cycleways in Dargle Wood, Ambervale and Springfield Ave have been lit with LED Lanterns. The proposed Palmerston Cycle Scheme on the N4(Chapelizod to Palmerston), the NTA Strategic Routes 3 (Tallaght to Templeogue)and Strategic route 4 Tallaght to Ballyboden)Cycleways have also been specified with LED lanterns.
The Public Lighting section has also instigated a number of trial installations in residential area to investigate the viability of LED lanterns for a one for one replacement of existing Sodium (SOX) lanterns. To date we have completed two trial installations and are currently installing a third. 
By the end of this year there will be approximately 60 LED lanterns installed in S
DCC. 
Q9/1112 
COST OF PUBLIC LIGHTING 


QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager for a report on costs of public lighting in 2012, compared to the agreed budget; and to outline the measures in place to manage these costs?

REPLY:
On the 31/10/12 
	Committed 
	Adopted Budget 
	Balance 
	Percentage Spend 

	€3,355,540.82 
	€4,437,219.07
	€1,081,678.25
	75.62%


The spend on Public lighting is within the revised budget for 2012.  A more specific approach to reviewing expenditure during the year has resulted in better control on the outturn. 
The National Procurement Service (NPS) has set up mandatory Framework Agreements for the Supply of Electricity and Natural Gas in order to achieve the best value for money (VFM) for the Public Sector.
The NPS is currently holding a mini competition for the supply of electricity to the Local Authority Sector for the period commencing on 1 November 2012.  This competition will cater for both metered and unmetered supplies, South Dublin County Council is one of the Local Authorities participating in this procurement process.

Q10/1112
CROKE PARK AGREEMENT 

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle
To ask the Manager to provide a detailed report on this council’s implementation of the Croke Park Agreement?
REPLY:
SDCC reported savings of €23m in the first year of the Public Service Agreement with a further €18m in the latest report. These savings arose from initiatives undertaken following extensive and intensive negotiations between Management and Unions. We addressed outdated work practices, reconfigured staff roles as well as implementing national actions as required. Central to the Plan is the need to maximise operational efficiencies, increase productivity and deliver improved customer services within the context of our diminishing resources .There has been a strong emphasis on supporting frontline services and the deliverance of services in innovative and cost effective ways. Such innovations include
·       ASH Project (Applicant Sourced Housing)

·       Choice Based Letting

·       Fix Your Street

·       Procurement Unit

·       Traffic Management Centre

·       Interagency Children’s Services

·       Innovation Enterprise Zones

·       Social Credit System

·       Use of Open Source

Management continue to work with the Trade Unions on an ongoing basis utilising the recognised Industrial Relations machinery to realise the objectives in our Local Action Plan. 

 Q11/1112
DUBLIN FIRE BRIGADE
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to provide a detailed update on Dublin Fire Brigade’s ongoing risk-based analysis of its area of operations?

REPLY:
Dublin Fire Brigade is currently carrying out a detailed Risk Based analysis of its area of operations using guidelines set down by the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government.  Thus far considerable work has been completed in Phases 1 and 2 with the compiling and collating of the relevant information. 
Under Phase 3 of the process, the Service are continuing to carry out the analysis of the data gathered. When completed this analysis will provide an assessment of the levels of cover that exist while also informing the determination of actions necessary to improve services and gain essential efficiencies.

Q12/1112
HIGHER EDUCATION GRANTS
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager if the first instalment of the Higher Education Grants for the 2012-13 Academic Year have been paid; to ask if there have been delays and if so, to state the reasons; and to make a statement on the provision of grants in general for students based in South Dublin?
REPLY:
Following on from the introduction of Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI)  which is  processing all new Student Grant Applications for the 2012/2013 Academic year South Dublin County Council received 852 renewal applications.  To date 485 have been awarded a grant and 151 are awaiting Students to submit further information.  The remainder of the applications are being processed daily in date received order. Awarding of the Grant is dependent on the application being received before the closing date together with all relevant and necessary documentation in order to process in a timely manner.   
When an application has been processed and awarded payment of the first instalment is made when the Registration Form has been returned by the Student duly signed by the College Registration office.
A total of €270,000 has been paid so far in Maintenance Grants and Fees for the current Academic Year.

Q13/1112
LOCAL ROAD SIGNAGE

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager to clarify the amount spent on installing signage featuring the letter "L" and the road designation on local roads in the County for 2012; to ask if it is deemed necessary that such signage be erected; to ask if it intended to continue to erect these signs into 2013; and to make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
Each public road within the county is assigned a number. Those roads not falling under the classification of national (N) or regional (R) roads are designated local (L) roads.

In recent years South Dublin County Council has received grant funding for the installation of direction signage on the regional road network. The installation of local road numbers at junctions of local roads along the relevant regional road is a requirement of the grant. Additionally the National Roads Authority includes local road numbers at rural junctions. The local road number signage is included within the budget for the direction sign scheme. The cost of signage is dependent on the number of junctions and the number of junctions with local roads.
It is intended to apply for the remaining regional road direction sign schemes next year.

Most roads within South Dublin County Council are urban roads and have road name plates identifying them. It is not proposed at this time to expend Council funds on ‘local road number’ signs.

Q14/1112
DERELICT SITES REGISTER

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager to report on the status of all sites included on the Derelict Sites Register within South Dublin over the past 12 months, including details as to the ownership, the date entered, the role of the Council in each case, details of any levies paid, details of any impending or previously-taken court cases (legal issues on information provision notwithstanding), and the Council's understanding as to future proposals for each site; to ask the Manager if it is Council policy to inform all Councillors of changes to the derelict sites register, including removal and addition; and to make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
The Derelict Sites Register is a public document containing all details and particulars relating to the site. The register is held available for the information of any person that wishes to inspect same. It is not therefore policy to issue notification of changes other than to include them on the public register. The publication of the Register electronically through the Council's website/Members Net will be investigated.

There are currently 2 sites listed on the Derelict Sites Register, details are as follows:
1. Site of the former Greenhills Shopping Centre Arcade, St James Road, Walkinstown.  The owner of this site is McHugh Management Co. Ltd.  The date this site was entered on the register was 19/12/08.  Current levy outstanding is €60k.  This site is currently going through Legal Proceedings and a High Court hearing adjourned to 23/11/12. 

2. Site at the rear of 10 College Drive, Manor Avenue, Terenure.  The owner of this is William J.P. Egan.  The date this site was entered on the register was 31/05/10. Legal Proceedings are under review in this case.
The improvement of the physical environment where our communities live and in which business and the local economy operates is a critical element of the Council's objectives for the county. The removal of dereliction is a key part of what the Council can offer in terms of achieving that objective, particularly in promoting and supporting local business through our economic strategies. While dereliction has not presented the kind of widespread problem that it has in other counties, it is important that in the current economic climate such a problem is not allowed to develop. In that regard a review of dereliction within the county is currently underway and any action that is necessary or desirable arising there from will be pursued.
As would be expected, the Council takes a reasonable approach to cases by seeking to resolve the issues at any site through discussion and co-operation with landowners. This proves successful in the majority of cases. In the event that this proves unsuccessful, enforcement measures available through the Derelict Sites Act up to and including court action tend to effect the required response. The Environmental Licensing & Enforcement Section welcomes all reports of sites that require inspection. If the Members are aware of any such sites, they should be referred for investigation.

 Q15/1112
ARBORICULTURAL PROGRAMME 



QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager to provide electoral area level statistics for the numbers of trees pruned and removed in the 2011-12 Arboricultural Programme; to state if it is currently in the Council's plans for the 2013 Budget to maintain or increase the funding available for this vital work; to ask if the Manager believes there are particular areas of the County where tree pruning and/or removal is viewed as a particular priority; and to make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
The Arboricultural Programme is organised, prepared and presented on an Area Committee basis. The 2012 Arboricultural Programme was presented to the Area Committees in November / December 2011 and commenced in January 2012 to be undertaken in two phases:
·        January 2012 to March 2012

·        November 2012 to December 2012
Progresses reports for the Arboricultural Programme 2012, were presented to the April / May Area Committees earlier this year and further updates are being provided as part of the preparation of the 2013 Arboricultural Programme. While the statistics requested are not immediately available on an electoral area basis, arrangements will be made to prepare a report on this basis for circulation to the Members.
Provision will be made in Division F of the draft Revenue Budget 2013 for the Arboricultural Programme. 
In relation to programming work on trees in the county, priority is given to trees in the following categories: 
· Dead and damaged trees. 

· Trees in very close proximity to public lighting columns (less than 1.8m). 

· Trees associated with lifting footpaths.  

· Trees in conflict with overhead utility cables.
There are trees located all around the county which fall into one or more of these categories. However, as a general guide, the older parts of the county are associated with the oldest trees. These areas are also likely to have higher numbers of trees falling into one or more of the above categories. For this reason, the Arboricultural Programme has in recent years been more focussed on maintenance rather than new plantings. 

Aside from these categories, works are carried out to trees only where they are considered to be consistent with good Arboricultural practice. Examples of this would include crown lifting (removal of lower branches), crown thinning (reducing the weight of large trees), formative pruning, which deals with issues like crossing branches, weak branch junctions, removal of suckers and epicormic growth and pruning to improve the shape of the tree having regard to its natural growth habit. 

Q16/1112
ROUNDABOUTS 
QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell

To ask the Manager for a progress report on the naming of major roundabouts / intersections e.g. the M50/N81and if any consideration has been given to naming major routes, e.g. the N4 Road, as it passes through the County as the “popular” name of “Lucan Road” is quite inaccurate and leads to an anomaly in relation to the existing Lucan Road?
REPLY:
In consultation with the Parks section, a list of Roundabouts and high-profile junctions across the County is currently being finalised.  It is proposed to bring a report to each Area Committee commencing in January with suggested names in consultation with the elected members for these roundabouts and high profile junctions. 

Q17/1112
TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION

QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell

To ask the Manager for an up to date report on the provision of Traveller Accommodation to include:

(a)  Number of Traveller families on waiting list, and for how long

(b)  Number of Traveller families in private rented accommodation

(c)  Number of Traveller Specific Accommodation Units currently vacant

And to make a statement on the matter?

REPLY: 
(a) There are currently 103 applications from Members of the Travelling Community on the Councils Social Housing List. There are 72 applications for Traveller Specific Accommodation, and there are 45 applications that are on both Housing Lists.
(b) Following on from the Annual Traveller Count in November 2011 and from information currently available there are 108 Traveller families in Private Rented Accommodation.
(c) There are currently 6 Residential Caravan Park Bays and 2 Group Houses vacant. Of these Tenants have been identified for 3 of the Bays and 2 other Bays are in need of major re let works. Tenants have also been identified for 1 of the vacant houses.
The Annual Count for Travellers will take place in November of this year and updated information will be processed by the Traveller Accommodation Unit. There is also a requirement on South Dublin County Council to carry out an Assessment of Needs Survey on all applications for Traveller Specific accommodation by March 2013. This Assessment will assist the Council to formulate its next Traveller Accommodation Programme.

Q18/1112
HOUSEHOLD CHARGE
QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell

To ask the Manager for a report on the number of households, in relation to the 2012 Household Charge:

(a)  Are entitled to a Waiver

(b)  Have paid to date

(c)  Have yet to pay

And to make a statement on the matter including the effects if any on Council Services?
REPLY:
Section 4(4) of the Local Government ( Household Charge ) Act 2011 provides for a waiver from payment of the household charge if the owner of a residential property 
(a)            is entitled to mortgage interest supplement, or

(b)            the residential property is located in a prescribed unfinished housing estates 
The numbers of residential property owners in the administrative area of South Dublin who are entitled or in receipt of the mortgage interest supplement is not known. However 427 waivers were processed by the 6th of November for property owners in this category.  There are no prescribed unfinished housing estates in the Council’s administrative area.
51,154 property owners had paid the Household charge by 6 November and as an additional 427 waivers had been processed for applicants this left approximately 30,241 property owners who have yet to register and pay for the household charge for their residential property.
The Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government circular Fin 11/ 2012 noted that a local government fund reduction not exceeding €84,820 (i.e. 0.5% to the original LGF 2012 allocation), will affect South Dublin if Household Charge compliance does not match or exceed 65% for the county by mid November 2012.   The Council has made significant efforts to advise property owners of their liability to this charge and to provide them with a range of payment options including online at www.householdcharge.ie, at the Council offices in Tallaght and the Civic Centre Clondalkin, via the post to PO Box 12168, Dublin 1 and by direct debit. Approximately 63.04% of property owners in the South Dublin administrative area had paid the Household Charge by 6th of November 2012 and the charge continues to be collected from late registered property owners.  South Dublin Council wrote to 22,500 property owners in October to advise them of potential unpaid liability to the charge and the penalties which accrue for late payment.  These homeowners were identified using property registration information supplied by the Property Registration Authority (PRA).  
If compliance does not equal or exceed 53,184 properties (65% of estimated liable properties) by mid November it is likely that an adjustment of €84,820 will be applied to the Local Government Fund allocation for 2012.  If this income adjustment is applied it will be included in the revised budget 2012 for discussion with the members as part of the 2013 Budget process.

Q19/1112
HOUSEHOLD TAX

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager for an update on the percentage of households in the County which have registered for and paid the 2012 Household Charge to date?


REPLY:

As at the 6th November the position is as follows
	Properties Paid
	Waivers
	Total Paid + Waivers
	Estimated Liable CSO
	% Collected

	  51,154
	  427
	  51,581
	  81,822  
	63.04


South Dublin Council wrote to 22,500 property owners in October to advise them of potential unpaid liability to the charge and the penalties which accrue for late payment.  These homeowners were identified using property registration information supplied by the Property Registration Authority (PRA).  

Q20/1112 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUND 

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager for an updated report on the amount by which the Council's allocation from the Local Government Fund for 2012 has been reduced to date as result of the rate of payment by households in the County of the 2012 Household Charge?

REPLY:
Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government circular Fin 11/2012 confirmed an adjustment of €475,210 to the Local Government Fund (LGF) Allocation for 2012.  This represents a reduction of 2.8% to the original LGF allocation and funding of 0.2% of the adopted budget for 2012.  The budget is monitored on an ongoing basis and it is normal to encounter some fluctuation to the adopted budget and income requirements.  The income from the Non Principal Private Residence (NPPR) charge has exceeded budget and is available to fund this income deficit for 2012.  
The circular also noted that a further adjustment, not exceeding €84,820 (an adjustment of 0.5% to the original allocation), will be made to the South Dublin LGF allocation in November if Household Charge compliance does not match or exceed 65% for the county by mid November 2012.  If this adjustment is applied it will also be funded from the additional incomes received from NPPR penalties and charges in 2012.

To 6th November 2012 63.04% Household Charge compliance has been achieved.  From 19th to 24Th October 2012 some 22,500 letters were sent by South Dublin Council to householders identified by the Household Charge Collection Bureau from current property registration information supplied by the PRA (Property Registration Authority).  Should we achieve a further 1.96% compliance as a result of this exercise then the reduction adjustment would remain at €475,210.

Q21/1112
WINDOW REPLACEMENT PROGRAMME
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager for a progress report on the Window Replacement Programme in 2012, including information on the number, by Electoral Area, of Council houses / flats which have had work completed, or begun, in 2012?

REPLY:

There were 910 applications on the window programme at the commencement of 2012 with a further 244 added during the year, giving a total of 1154. Of these 154 were completed in 2012, leaving a balance of 1,000. All are graded 1 to 5 with grade 1 deemed not to be in need of replacement to 5 being those in greatest need  of replacement. 543 of the balance of 1,000 are graded 5. The completions for 2012 are broken into electoral areas as follows:

  

	Tallaght
	Clondalkin
	Lucan
	Rathfarnham
	Total

	91
	47
	5
	11
	154

	59%
	31%
	3%
	7%
	100


Q22/1112 
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager for a report on the extent of arrears of greater than 90 days amongst Mortgage Holders with loans from SDCC, and if she will outline the approach taken by the Council to work with and assist families who are in arrears?
REPLY:

South Dublin County Council has a policy of early intervention for all borrowers who fall into arrears.   
At the end of October 2012 13% of all South Dublin County Council’s loan accounts are in arrears greater than 3 months.  This figure reflects favourably with data available through the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government which indicates that nationally 28% of Local Authority mortgages are in arrears in excess of 3 months.

It is in the best interest of borrowers to work closely with the Council on the matter of mortgage arrears.  In instances where borrowers continually do not make payments on their account; or continually break agreed arrangements; or do not co-operate with the Council, legal proceedings will be commenced.  This is necessary in order to balance the need for a sympathetic approach to the borrower and the need to safeguard the financial position of the Council.
South Dublin County Council has a dedicated mortgage arrears section who are committed to working with borrowers experiencing problems with their repayments. Each case is dealt with on an individual basis.  Our staff discuss borrowers' circumstances and assess their financial ability in order to reach arrangement on payments that are suitable to both the  borrower and the Council.
Since 1st October 2012 the Council (and all Local Authorities) operates under the prescribed Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process (MARP) in accordance with guidelines as issued by the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government.  This process comprises of the following steps:
· First Step:     Communication 

· Second Step: Financial Information 

· Third Step:   Assessment 

· Fourth Step: Resolution 

· Fifth Step:    Appeals  

Q23/1112
FÉILE NA NOLLAG / CHRISTMAS 2012
QUESTION: Councillor E. Walsh

1.  Mar Chomhairle Contae a chothaíonn iolrachas agus urraim do dhaoine ó thraidisiúin dhifriúla atá ina gcónaí sa Chontae agus chun ceiliúradh oiriúnach a chur ar fáil; cén phlean atá ag an gComhairle chun Féile na Nollag a cheiliúradh i gceart agus an rachaidh an Chomhairle i dteagmháil leis na hEaglais éagsúla agus na comhphobhail Chríostaí ar fud an Chontae?

2.  An dtabharfadh an Chomhairle amharc ar mhainséar a chur suas lasmuigh den leabharlann i mbliana?
1.  As a Council that supports pluralism and respect to those from different traditions who live in the County and to provide an appropriate celebration; what plan has the Council to celebrate the Christmas Festival properly and will the Council consult the various Churches and Christian Communities throughout the County?

2. Would the Council consider installing a crib outside the library this year?


REPLY:

1.  Ceiliúradh bliantúil geimhridh é UNWRAPPED trína bhfaigheann páistí, daoine óga, agus grúpaí idir shean agus óg cuireadh a bheith i dteannta ealaíontóirí gairmiúla chun séasúr féiltiúil an gheimhridh a ‘oscailt’ le ceol, taibhiú agus amharcealaíona. 

‘The Selfish Giant’, gearrscéal Oscar Wilde, a spreag UNWRAPPED 2012. Scéal é faoi fhathach a raibh gairdín álainn aige ach a raibh cuma an gheimhridh air i gcónaí mar nach raibh an fathach sásta daoine eile a ligean isteach ann. Lá amháin, d’éirigh le páistí a mbealach a dhéanamh isteach sa ghairdín i nganfhios le dul ag spraoi ann. Thug an fathach faoi deara gur thosaigh bláthanna ag teacht amach, ina gceann is ina gceann, ar na crainn a bhí sa ghairdín lom sin mar gheall ar na páistí a bheith istigh ann. Thuig sé nach mbíodh sé féin ag cuimhneamh ar aon duine eile ach air féin.

Gheobhaidh siad siúd a bheidh i láthair, más sean nó óg iad, cuireadh ó ealaíontóirí agus ó rannpháirtithe dul ar turas dáiríre leo tríd an ngairdín atá ag an bhFathach Leithleach, turas spéisiúil samhlaíoch bunaithe ar bheochan, puipéadóireacht, ceol agus amharcealaíona agus músclóidh an turas téamaí sin an chairdis, an ghrá agus na flaithiúlachta atá sa scéal. 

Is sa Leabharlann Contae i dTamhlacht agus i gCearnóg Sheomra na Comhairle a bheidh na himeachtaí ar siúl Dé Sathairn, 8ú Nollaig 2012 ón 3:45pm go dtí 5pm. 

Cuirfear tús le chúrsaí i Leabharlann Thamhlachta áit a gcuirfidh an compántas amharclainne nuálach, Monkeyshine Theatre, Scéal an Fhathaigh Leithligh i láthair an lucht féachana mar léiriú a bheidh coimisiúnaithe go speisialta, agus glacfaidh aisteoirí óga a bheidh pioctha le haghaidh an imeachta páirt ann. Ansin ina dhiaidh sin beidh an lucht féachana féin fuaite isteach sa Scéal. Rachaidh siad ar turas faoi sholas na laindéar in éineacht le rannpháirtithe agus ealaíontóirí agus Michael Buckley, an ceoltóir, á dtreorú trí ghairdín an Fhathaigh i gCearnóg Sheomra na Comhairle le hais Halla an Chontae i dTamhlacht. Bogfar ón Leabharlann go dtí an Amharclann Phobail, agus tiocfaidh an imeacht chun deiridh nuair a lasfaidh Méara Chontae Átha Cliath Theas crann Nollag an Chontae le taobh RUA RED - (Ionad Ealaíon Átha Cliath Theas).  Daoine as an bpobal a rinne na laindéir agus bhí cúnamh acu ón ealaíontóir, Maeve Clancy. Bainfear úsáid as taispeántais fuinneoige gearrtha as páipéar agus as páipéir dhaite ar crochadh chomh maith le teilgean de shaothar beochana leis an ealaíontóir Maeve Clancy chun samhail de ghairdín a chruthú; beidh na daoine a bheidh i láthair in ann a bheith istigh sa ghairdín; cuirfidh ceol le Cór Sóisearach Pharóiste San Iúd, Teach Méalóg; Scoil Shinsearach Mhuire, Rualach, Cór Pháistí Chillín, Cill na Manach, cór Suburban Sounds faoi stiúir Carol Keogh agus Cór Shéipéal Mharcais, Achadh an Tobair leis an méid sin freisin. 

Tiocfaidh an Fathach, a mbeidh a cheacht i dtaobh a bheith cineálta foghlamtha aige faoin am seo i láthair, agus go deimhin féin beidh sé fial flaithiúil anois; fáilteoidh sé roimh na daoine a bheidh i láthair agus cuirfidh sé fáilte Uí Cheallaigh rompu go léir isteach ina ghairdín. An t-ealaíontóir Tadashi Kato a dhear An Fathach agus bhí cúnamh aige ón ealaíontóir Jackie Gray. 

Cuirfear clabhsúr ar an imeacht le fáiltiú i bhforhalla RUA RED, áit a bheidh maisithe le sraitheanna páipéir de chalóga sneachta.

Imeacht é UNWRAPPED atá ar bun ó 2010 agus a chuirtear ar siúl trí chomhpháirtíocht chruthaitheach idir Oifig Ealaíon Chomhairle Contae Átha Cliath Theas agus an Rannóg Seirbhísí Corparáideacha; Leabharlanna Chontae Átha Cliath Theas; Ealaíona Pobail Thamhlachta; Alternative Entertainment; Contact Studio; An Amharclann Phobail, Tamhlacht; RUA RED, Ionad Ealaíon Átha Cliath Theas agus Comhpháirtíocht Oideachais Cheoil Chontae Átha Cliath Theas.

Fáilteofar roimh an bpobal go léir chuig an imeacht agus seolfar cuireadh thar ceann Oifig an Mhéara chuig eagraíochtaí na bpobal áitiúil agus chuig eagraíochtaí creidimh. 

Tá socruithe á ndéanamh freisin faoi láthair ag Oifig an Mhéara i gcomhairle le comhaltaí tofa Choiste Limistéir Chluain Dolcáin maidir leis an gCrann Nollag a lasadh in Oifigí Cathartha Chluain Dolcáin.
1.  UNWRAPPED is an annual winter celebration that invites children, young people, and communities of all ages to join professional artists to ‘unwrap’ the festive winter season through a combination of music, performance and visual arts. 
Oscar Wilde’s short story ‘The Selfish Giant’ is the inspiration for UNWRAPPED 2012. It is the story of a giant who has a beautiful garden that remains in a permanent state of winter because he refuses to share it with others. One day, children sneak into the garden to play. The giant notices that amidst the wintery garden trees begin to blossom one by one, because of the presence of the children. He learns how selfish he had been.
Artists and participants invite audiences of all ages to literally journey with them through the garden of ‘The Selfish Giant’ in an exciting and imaginative promenade event involving animation, puppetry, music and visual arts that brings the story’s themes of friendship, love, and generosity of spirit to life. 

The event will take place in the County Library Tallaght and Chamber Square on Saturday, December 8th 2012 from 3:45pm – 5pm 

The event begins in Tallaght Library where innovative theatre company, Monkeyshine Theatre will tell audiences the story of ‘The Selfish Giant’ through a specially commissioned performance involving young performers commissioned for the event. Audience members then become part of the story. Led by musician Michael Buckley, they will journey with participants and artists in a lantern lit promenade through the Giant’s garden in Chamber Square at County Hall, Tallaght. The promenade will move from the Library, to the Civic Theatre and culminate in the official lighting of the County’s Christmas tree by the Mayor of South Dublin County  beside RUA RED, South Dublin Arts Centre).  Lanterns have been created by members of the community with the assistance of artist Maeve Clancy. Audience members will be immersed in the garden through paper cut window displays and hangings as well as the projection of animation work by artist Maeve Clancy and through musical performances by St. Jude’s Parish Junior Choir, Templeogue; St. Mary’s Senior School, Rowlagh; St. Kilian’s Children’s Choir, Kilnamanagh; Suburban Sounds choir led by Carol Keogh and St. Mark’s Church Choir, Springfield. 

The Giant, now generous having learned the importance of kindness, will make an appearance and greet the audience welcoming all to enjoy his garden.  The Giant has been designed by artist Tadashi Kato with the assistance of artist Jackie Gray. 

The event will conclude with a reception in the foyer of RUA RED, decorated with a series of paper cut snowflakes by artist Maeve Clancy.

UNWRAPPED has been taking place since  2010 through a creative partnership between South Dublin County Council Arts Office and Corporate Services Department; South Dublin Libraries; Tallaght Community Arts; Alternative Entertainment; Contact Studio; Civic Theatre, Tallaght; RUA RED, South Dublin Arts Centre and South Dublin County Music Education Partnership.

The event is open to all members of the public and invitations will also be extended on behalf of the Mayor’s office to local community and religious organisations. 

2.  Cuireann Seirbhís Leabharlainne na Comhairle spás neodrach nach d’aon taobh é ar fáil do na pobail áitiúla. Chuige sin sheachain na leabharlanna taobhú le fealsúnacht reiligiúnach nó pholaitiúil ar leith ar bith. Tacaíonn na bailiúcháin de leabhair leabharlainne ina léirítear idé-eolaíocht pholaitiúil agus reiligiúnach ó cheann ceann na cruinne leis an oscailteacht agus leis an uileghabhálacht seo. Meastar nárbh iomchuí an ní é sa chomhthéacs seo mainséar a bheith taobh amuigh den leabharlann. Glacfaidh cóir as na pobail éagsúla páirt i bhféile Unwrapped na bliana seo agus tabharfar cuireadh do na ceannairí creidimh go léir atá sa Chontae a bheith i láthair ag na himeachtaí ceiliúrtha. 

2.  The Council’s Library Service provides a neutral and unbiased space for local communities. For this reason libraries have refrained from espousing any particular religious or political philosophy. Library book collections reflecting political and religious ideologies from across the globe support this openness and inclusivity. It is felt that a crib outside the library would not be appropriate in this context. The Unwrapped festival this year will include choirs from across communities and all religious leaders in the County will be invited to the celebrations.

H6/1112
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H7a)/1112
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE DWELLINGS

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H7b)/1112
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PORTION OF LAND ADJACENT TO COOKSTOWN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 TO HENRY DENNY & SONS (IRELAND) LTD. TO REGULARISE TITLE
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“An application has been received from Liam F. Coughlan & Co Solicitors on behalf of their clients, Henry Denny & Sons Ltd, Cookstown Industrial Estate, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to regularise title to a portion of Council owned land which has been incorporated into their property for some time. The Solicitors claim that the area, whilst still registered to the Council, has been in the possession of their clients and their predecessors in title for approximately 50 years and the Solicitors have requested the Council to execute the necessary documentation to rectify their clients title to the plot in question. 
The matter has been referred to the Council’s Chief Valuer for examination and he has recommended the terms as set out hereunder which he considers to be fair and reasonable and which have been accepted by the applicants.
Accordingly, I recommend that the Council dispose of its interest in two plots of land comprising of a total area of 300 sq metres or thereabouts adjacent to Cookstown Industrial Estate, Tallaght, Dublin 24, as shown outlined in red on Indicative Drawing No. LA/08/09  to Henry Denny and Sons (Ireland) Ltd in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Chief Valuer:-
1.     That the subject plots are as shown outlined in red on the attached Indicative Drawing No. LA/08/09 having a combined net area of 300 square metres or thereabouts.
2.     That the Council dispose of the subject plots for the consideration of €5,500 (five thousand, five hundred euro).
3.     That the subject plots are disposed of with full freehold title and vacant possession.
4.     That the applicant shall pay the Council’s reasonable legal fees plus V.A.T. and outlay.
5.     That the applicant shall pay the Council’s Valuers fees of €800 (eight hundred Euro) plus V.A.T.

6.     That the above proposal is subject to satisfactory proof of title. 
7.     That the Council shall prepare an updated map of the subject plots in compliance with current Land Registry requirements.
8.     That the Council’s Law Agent shall draft the necessary legal agreements and shall include any further terms he deems appropriate in Agreements of this nature.
9.     No exchange enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until exchange of contracts has taken place.
The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired from Dublin City Council (formerly Dublin Corporation) in 1997 under the Scheme of Transfer of Lands pursuant to the Local Government (Dublin) Act, 1993. 
P. Poole
County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and RESOLVED:

“That the Council dispose of its interest in two plots of land comprising of a total area of 300 sq metres or thereabouts adjacent to Cookstown Industrial Estate, Tallaght, Dublin 24, as shown outlined in red on Indicative Drawing No. LA/08/09  to Henry Denny and Sons (Ireland) Ltd in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Chief Valuer in the foregoing report.”

H8/1112
PART 8 REPORT – WALKING & CYCLING ROUTE FROM GRANGE ROAD TO GRANGE DOWNS, RATHFARNHAM
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“It is proposed to construct a walking and cycling route from Grange Road to Grange Downs at Rathfarnham in the townlands of Haroldsgrange and Rathfarnham.

• Upgrading and realignment of the existing footpath/ walkway to a new 4m wide

shared walking and cycling route from Grange Road to Grange Downs;

• Upgrading of the existing accesses from Barton Road East Extension, Grange Manor

Road, Grange Downs, Grange Road, Park Avenue and Hermitage Drive to the route;

• Provision for a possible future link to Barton Road Extension/ Aranleigh Vale Estate;

• New landscape design along the route;

• Public realm improvement works on Grange Road; including traffic calming, provision

of cycle facilities, footpath upgrade and realignment of road (if required);

• Provision of a toucan crossing on Grange Road (location & design subject to

consideration);

• Provision of public lighting & CCTV for the route and

• All ancillary works. The proposal has undergone Appropriate Assessment Screening

under the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC).

1. Introduction

1.1 Purpose of the Report

The purpose of this Manager’s Report is to present the outcome of the Part 8 consultation, to respond to submissions made during the consultation period and to make recommendations in relation to the proposed development where appropriate.

1.2 Structure of the Report

This report provides the following:

• An introduction including details on the purpose of the report and an outline of the

public consultation programme that was carried out.

• Description of Proposed Development

• List of Submissions received

• A summary of the issues raised in the submissions made during the consultation

period together with the Manager’s Responses and Recommendations.

• Assessment as to whether or not the proposed development would be consistent with

the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

• Recommendation as to whether or not the proposed development should be

proceeded with as proposed, or as varied or modified as recommended in the report,

or should not be proceeded with, as the case may be.

1.3 Outline of Public Consultation Programme

1.4.1 Non – Statutory Consultation

As part of the feasibility process, the Planning Authority carried out a non-statutory public

consultation process to gauge public opinion on the project. In early June, the Council

arranged the delivery of an information brochure and accompanying questionnaire to

approximately 1350 households in the area. The purpose of the leaflet was to inform

residents of the proposed route and invite feedback through a questionnaire. Submission of

the questionnaire was available on www.sdcc.ie and by postal return.

The questionnaire consisted of 11 No. questions to determine the respondents opinion on the project. During the public consultation period a total of 229 submissions were received from members of the public through the circulated questionnaire, returned by post and online. A number of direct submissions were also received.

The results of the questionnaire outlined the following:

• 95.6% of the total respondents stated that they thought the proposed project would

benefit the area

This non statutory consultation informed the design of the project and raised awareness in

the local community prior to commencement of the Part 8 process.

1.4.2 Statutory Consultation

The proposed development and accompanying Appropriate Assessment report was placed on public display for the statutory period of six weeks from Thursday, 6th September, 2012 until18th October 2012. The Part 8 proposals were presented to the Rathfarnham Area

Committee Members at a briefing meeting held on the 3rd September 2012. They were also

presented at the Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting held on 11th September 2012.

The closing date for receipt of written submissions via email to travelsmart@sdublincoco.ie or to Tony Shanahan, Administrative Officer, Economic Development and Transport Planning Department was Friday 2nd November, 2012 for receipt of written submissions from the public.

Copies of the plans were available at

• South Dublin County Council Offices, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24 between the

hours of 9:00 am – 5.00pm Monday to Thursday and 9.00am - 4.30pm on Friday

(Inspection and purchase)

• Clondalkin Civic Centre, Ninth Lock Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 between the hours of

9:00 am – 5.00pm Monday to Thursday and 9.00am - 4.30pm on Friday (Inspection

only)

• Whitechurch Library, Taylor’s Lane, Ballyboden, Dublin 16 between the hours of

2.00pm - 8.00pm Mon –Thurs, 9.45am - 4.30pm Saturday, Closed Friday and public

holidays (Inspection only)

• The plans and particulars can be viewed on South Dublin County Council’s website –

www.sdcc.ie
A total of 23 submissions were received by 5pm on Friday 2nd November.

1.5 Legislative Background

Section 179 (3) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), requires that the

manager of a local authority shall, after the expiration of the period during which submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development

may be made, in accordance with regulations under subsection (2), prepare a written report in relation to the proposed development and submit the report to the members of the authority.

Section 179(b) outlines that a report prepared in accordance with paragraph (a) shall—

(i) describe the nature and extent of the proposed development and the principal features

thereof, and shall include an appropriate plan of the development and appropriate map of the relevant area,

(ii) evaluate whether or not the proposed development would be consistent with the proper

planning and sustainable development of the area to which the development relates, having regard to the provisions of the development plan and giving the reasons and the

considerations for the evaluation.

(iii) list the persons or bodies who made submissions or observations with respect to the

proposed development in accordance with the regulations under subsection (2),

(iv) summarise the issues, with respect to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the proposed development would be situated, raised in any such submissions or observations, and give the response of the manager thereto, and

(v) recommend whether or not the proposed development should be proceeded with as

proposed, or as varied or modified as recommended in the report, or should not be

proceeded with, as the case may be.

Under Section 179(4) of the Planning and Development Act, members of a local authority

shall, as soon as may be, consider the proposed development and the report of the manager.

Following the consideration of the manager's report, the proposed development may be

carried out as recommended in the manager's report, unless the local authority, by

resolution, decides to vary or modify the development, otherwise than as recommended in

the manager's report, or decides not to proceed with the development. A resolution must be passed not later than 6 weeks after receipt of the manager's report.

2. Proposed Development

2.1 Description of the Proposed Development

The proposal consists of the construction of a walking and cycling route from Grange Road to Grange Downs at Rathfarnham in the townlands of Haroldsgrange and Rathfarnham. It

includes:

• Upgrading and realignment of the existing footpath/ walkway to a new 4m wide

shared walking and cycling route from Grange Road to Grange Downs;

• Upgrading of the existing accesses from Barton Road East Extension, Grange Manor

Road, Grange Downs, Grange Road, Park Avenue and Hermitage Drive to the route;

• Provision for a possible future link to Barton Road Extension/ Aranleigh Vale Estate;

• New landscape design along the route;

• Public realm improvement works on Grange Road; including traffic calming, provision

of cycle facilities, footpath upgrade and realignment of road (if required);

• Provision of a toucan crossing on Grange Road (location & design subject to

consideration);

• Provision of public lighting & CCTV for the route and

• All ancillary works.

The proposal has undergone Appropriate Assessment Screening under the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC).

2.2 Plans and Details

The plans and details are attached

3. List of Submissions

23 submissions were received during the specified period of the public consultation in respect of the proposed development from the following:

GRCR0001 Anne Casey

GRCR0002 Brian Horgan

GRCR0003 Richard & Theresa Hance

GRCR0004 Charles Nash

GRCR0005 Maureen McCarthy

GRCR0006 Tony & Mairead Shields

GRCR0007 Noel O'Mahony

GRCR0008 Peter & Kate Cabena

GRCR0009 Lynda Touhy

GRCR0010 Peter Coleman

GRCR0011 Pat Codyre

GRCR0012 Joseph & Gwen O'Neill

GRCR0013 Joe & Ellen Dooley

GRCR0014 LJ & Linda Spain

GRCR0015 Angela & Terry McParland

GRCR0016 John McMahon

GRCR0017 Anne Styles (Aranleigh Residents Association)

GRCR0018 Trevor Nobel & Kathryn Noble

GRCR0019 John Rutherford on behalf of Park Avenue Residents

GRCR0020 Residents Barton Road, Barton Road Extension and Aranleigh Vale

GRCR0021 Cecily & Aidan Kennedy

GRCR0022 Conor Kennedy (Chairman) Barton Residents Association

GRCR0023 Teresa Ryan

4. Summary and Categorisation of Issues Raised and Manager’s Responses

4.1 Introduction

This section presents an analysis of the submissions and includes a summary of each of the

issues raised and the responses and recommendations of the Manager.

The responses of the Manager have been framed taking account of the statutory obligations of the local authority, relevant Government and Ministerial guidelines and the proper planningand sustainable development of the area.

4.2 Summary of Issues Raised, Responses and Recommendations

Submission No.1 – Anne Casey (65 Barton Drive)

This submission relate to the following issues:

1. Upgrading main route is a wonderful idea

2. Future possible link into Barton Rd Extension and Aranleigh is unnecessary and the

previous pathway at that location created anti social behaviour problems.

Managers Response:

1. Submission noted

2. In terms of the overall project, it is envisaged that the upgrading of the main route from

Park Avenue to Grange Downs will likely increase the use of the route by people accessing

local facilities. It is expected that the increased passive surveillance from the users will

improve the existing situation in terms of anti social activity and that the proposed lighting

and CCTV will further enhance the security of the area.

This submission expresses a specific objection to the link into the Barton Road Extension/

Aranleigh. The proposal outlines this link as a ‘possible future link’. This link from the main

route (into Barton Road Extension/ Aranleigh), if provided, would provide easy access to the main route for the residents and provide shorter trips to the facilities existing in the local area. Additionally, the link would increase the users of the main route, thereby providing a higher level of passive surveillance and increasing the safety of the area.

The submission outlines the negative experiences of residents when a link previously existed into Barton Road. The previous link provided access from a poorly maintained area with a low level of lighting and surveillance into the estate. It is the aim of this proposal to change and improve the environment along the main route by virtue of the improved surface, landscaping, lighting and CCTV. In turn, it is envisaged that the number of users and security of the main route will exponentially improve.

The link is proposed as a future possibility and its future commencement is intrinsically linked to the success of the main route. The Manager recognises that the provision of the link to Barton Road Extension is dependant on changing the environment with the main route and encouraging increased users of the area to ensure passive surveillance for the link.  Furthermore, the provision of functional CCTV and lighting is required.

In light of the concerns of the residents, it is proposed to amend the proposal to state that

the link is a ‘possible future link in the medium term’.

Furthermore, the following safeguards must be in place prior to the commencement of the

construction of the possible future link:

a). Construction and opening of the main route as proposed from Park Avenue to Grange

Manor with associated CCTV, lighting and landscape works

b). Analysis and survey of the users of the route

c). Further consultation with the adjoining residents

d). Agreement at a future ACM by the Rathfarnham Area Committee Members, once all the

foregoing conditions are met, of the detail and design of the ‘possible future link in the

medium term’

It is recognised that the circumstances of this link are unique by virtue of the previous link

and the past experiences of the residents. In this instance, this project with proposed

amendments and safeguards will provide for a phased level of permeability to alleviate the

anti social behaviour concerns of residents.

Submission No.2 – Brian Horgan (71, Barton Rd West)

This submission relates to the following issues:

1. No objection to the development of the walking and cycling route

2. Objects to the link into Barton Road Extension due to anti social behaviour at this location in the past.

3. South Dublin County Council closed the previous link and extinguished right the way due to anti social activities.

4. Submission outlines the range of anti social behaviour which previously took place when

link was open.

5. Proposal already provides access to the new route at both ends.

6. Allotments along the route would constitute an opportunity for vandalism and consequent increase in criminal activity.

Managers Response:

1. Submission noted.

2 -4. Issue and content noted, refer Submission no. 1 above for response on possible futurelink to Barton Road Extension/ Aranleigh.

5. The purpose of the project is to enhance permeability in the general area. To achieve this aim, walkers and cyclist require a variety of alternative routes to mirror the desire lines to local facilities.

6. The proposal does not propose the provision of allotments adjacent to the route.

Furthermore, the possible provision of allotments is not within the scope of this permeability project.

Submission no. 3 – Richard & Therese Hance (67 Barton Road)

This submission relates to the following issues:

1. Welcome the proposal

2. Opposed to the future possible link into Barton Rd Extension and Aranleigh as the previous link at the location created anti social behaviour problems and eventually residents had the link blocked up.

Managers Response:

1. Noted.

2. Issue and content noted, refer Submission no. 1 above for response on possible future link to Barton Road Extension/ Aranleigh.

Submission no 4 – Charles Nash (69 Barton Road)

This submission relates to the following issues:

1. No objection to the development of the walking and cycling route

2. Opposed to the future possible link into Barton Rd Extension and Aranleigh as the previous

 
link at the location created anti social behaviour problems and eventually residents had the

link blocked up.

3. Allotments along the route would constitute an opportunity for vandalism and consequent increase in criminal activity.

Managers Response:

1. Noted.

2. Issue and content noted, refer Submission no. 1 above for response on possible future link to Barton Road Extension/ Aranleigh.

3. The proposal does not propose the provision of allotments adjacent to the route.

Furthermore, the possible provision of allotments is not within the scope of this permeability project.

Submission no. 5 – Maureen McCarthy (78 Barton Drive)

This submission relates to the following issues:

1. Welcome the provision of a link from Barton area to the main route as link would offer a

more direct option to Nutgrove for elderly residents who do not drive.

Managers Response:

1. Submission is noted. The aim of the project is to enhance permeability in the general area by upgrading the established desire lines and accesses from Park Avenue to Grange Manor.

The provision of a new link into Barton Road would provide easy access to the main route for the residents and provide shorter trips to the facilities existing in the local area. Refer to

Submission no. 1 above for response on possible future link to Barton Road Extension/

Aranleigh.

Submission no. 6 – Tony & Mairead Shields (69 Barton Road Extension)

1. Opposition to provision for possible future link to Barton Road Extension/Aranleigh Vale

Estate due to anti-social behaviour

2. Link has previously existed but was removed following intervention by the Gardaí and

residents due to ongoing anti-social behaviour, criminal activity and dumping

3. SDCC requested payment from residents to help defray the cost of erecting the fence to

effect the closure of the link

Managers Response:

1 – 3. Issue and content noted, refer Submission no. 1 above for response on possible future
link to Barton Road Extension/ Aranleigh

Submission no. 7 – Noel O’Mahony (74 Barton Road Extension)

This relates to the following issues:

1. Opposition to provision for possible future link to Barton Road Extension/Aranleigh Vale

Estate due to anti-social behaviour

2. Link has previously existed but was removed following intervention by the Gardaí and

residents due to ongoing anti-social behaviour, criminal activity and dumping

Managers Response:

1 - 2. Issue and content noted, refer Submission no. 1 above for response on possible future link to Barton Road Extension/ Aranleigh

Submission no. 8 – Peter Cabena & Kate Kennedy (57 Barton Road West)

This relates to the following issues:

1. Welcome the proposal

2. Opposition to provision for possible future link to Barton Road Extension/Aranleigh Vale

Estate due to anti-social behaviour

3. Unsighting of drivers and other road users at junction of Sarah Curran Avenue and Grange Road

4. Security concerns due to increase usage. A wall running from the corner of the rear of No.27 Park Avenue Eastwards to the wall at the rear of No. 63 Barton Road West is suggested.

5. Opposed to allotments on security and noise grounds.

6. The proposed lighting should not be of such intensity as to disturb the enjoyment by

residents of bordering properties.

7. The area of the road reservation immediately to the south of Barton Road Was in-filled to a depth of 9m. Despite installation of drainage at the time, the water table has been raised by this.

8. The provision of suitable sized mature trees to increase the visual amenity as well as

reducing the risk of informal ball games

9. No seating to be provided in an effort to reduce anti-social behaviour

10. Ground levelling and the removal of existing barriers and dense scrub to prevent littering

Managers Response:

1. Noted.

2. Issue and content noted, refer Submission no. 1 above for response on possible future link to Barton Road Extension/ Aranleigh

3. The Part 8 provides for a preliminary design for the junction and the area adjacent. A Road Safety Audit and a detailed survey will inform the Engineering solution and final design for that section of Grange Road and of the junction. Furthermore, the illustrations of relocated car parking spaces are preliminary and are subject to change.

4. It is the experience of the Planning Authority that an increase in the usage of a route

results in increased passive surveillance and improves the safety of the area. A new wall at

this location is not within the scope of the project. There is existing palisade fencing and this location for a wall would cause ‘dead ground’.

5. The proposal does not propose the provision of allotments adjacent to the route.

Furthermore, the possible provision of allotments is not within the scope of this permeability project.

6. The new public lighting proposed for the route uses ‘white light’. This type of light mimics day-light and is particularly good for facilitating facial recognition and distance viewing. This means it is possible to see further and distinguish people sooner during hours of darkness. As such it is considered to be safer than the more traditional forms of light used previously. The lighting is also proposed to be energy-efficient with dynamic dimming and reduced light pollution as the lamps will allow light to be focused on the proposed route rather than dispersing over the wider area.

7. The infill history and drainage concerns are noted. The proposed development will provide for minor hard surfacing and landscaping (some strip and fill to level may be required). Interms of the drainage of the area, it is envisaged that the works are minor. Consultation with the Environmental Services department will be ongoing during the design of the project to ensure existing situation is not adversely impacted.

8. The outline of planting on the layout plan is indicative and the location, number and size of all planting are subject to a detailed landscape design. In order to protect the road corridor any proposed planting will be of a size and species that will not obstruct a future road and located where there will be no impact on a future road or its construction.

9. No seating is proposed as part of these proposals.

10. Removal of dense scrub, low level branches on existing trees and levelling will be

incorporated, as appropriate, to prevent littering, anti social behaviour and to ensure passive surveillance isn’t impeded.

Submission no. 9 – Lynda Touhy

This relates to the following issues:

1. Traffic on Saturdays and Weekday mornings leaved residents in Stonepark Abbey hemmed in, a road going through this site would create another means of access to the east

2. It is possible to walk or cycle through the waste ground but not drive. A short stretch of

road to connect the area would ease the traffic

Managers Response:

1 & 2. The County Development Plan 2010 – 2016 provides for a specific objective for a LongTerm Road Proposal from Grange Road to Barton Road East Extension. Long Term Road Proposals are considered essential to provide a long term road network of sufficient standard to serve the anticipated future population growth. The proposed walking and cycling link does
 not preclude the provision of the road under the long term objective. In order to protect the road corridor any proposed planting will be of a size and species that will not obstruct a future road and located where there will be no impact on a future road or its construction. In the event that the road is constructed in the future, walking and cycling facilities will be facilitated thereon.

The aim of the project is to enhance permeability in the general area by upgrading the

established pedestrian desire lines and accesses from Park Avenue to Grange Manor. The

project is relatively minor in nature and the provision of a road is outside the scope of this

project.

Submission no. 10 – Peter Coleman

This submission relates to the following issues:

1. Preference for a full road as was originally planned

2. Doubt over the value for money of the proposal in these current financial times as the

pathway is not used to any great extent currently

3. Welcome the provision of a link from Barton area to the main route

Managers Response:

1. The County Development Plan 2010 – 2016 provides for a specific objective for a Long

Term Road Proposal from Grange Road to Barton Road East Extension. Long Term Road

Proposals are considered essential to provide a long term road network of sufficient standard to serve the anticipated future population growth. The proposed walking and cycling link does not preclude the provision of the road under the long term objective. In order to protect the road corridor any proposed planting will be of a size and species that will not obstruct a future road and located where there will be no impact on a future road or its construction. In the event that the road is constructed in the future, walking and cycling facilities will be acilitated thereon.

2. The aim of the project is to enhance permeability in the general area by upgrading the

established pedestrian desire lines and accesses from Park Avenue to Grange Manor. The

project is relatively minor in terms of funding and funding is provided by the National

Transport Authority. Furthermore, the initial consultation survey indicated that 70% of the

respondents outlined they currently use the route.

3. Submission is noted. The aim of the project is to enhance permeability in the general area by upgrading the established desire lines and accesses from Park Avenue to Grange Manor.  The provision of a new link into Barton Road would provide easy access to the main route fort he residents and provide shorter trips to the facilities existing in the local area. Refer to Submission no. 1 above for response on possible future link to Barton Road Extension/ Aranleigh.

Submission no. 11 – Pat Codyre

This submission relates to the following issues:

1. Supports the proposed development; including the possible future link to Barton Rd

Extension/ Aranleigh, as it will provide a much safer, better and more attractive walkway.

Managers Response:

1. Noted.

Submission no. 12 – Joseph & Gwen O’Neill

This submission relates to the following issues:

1. Opposition to provision for possible future link to Barton Road Extension/Aranleigh Vale

Estate due to anti-social behaviour and availability of alternative route

Managers Response:

1. Issue and content noted, refer Submission no. 1 above for response on possible future link to Barton Road Extension/ Aranleigh

Submission no. 13 – Joe & Ellen Dooley

This submission relates to the following issues:

1. Opposition to provision for possible future link to Barton Road Extension/Aranleigh Vale

Estate

Managers Response:

1. Issue and content noted, refer Submission no. 1 above for response on possible future link to Barton Road Extension/ Aranleigh

Submission no. 14 – L.J & Linda Spain (75 Barton Road Extension)

This submission relates to the following issues:

1. Unsighting of drivers and other road users by parked cars at junction of Sarah Curran

Avenue and Grange Road

2. Opposition to provision for possible future link to Barton Road Extension/Aranleigh Vale

Estate

3. Suggests that there is no need to widen pathway to 4m, adequate as is and the proposal

would result in an increase in motorbikes.

Managers Response:

1. The Part 8 provides for a preliminary design for the junction and the area adjacent. A Road Safety Audit and a detailed survey will inform the Engineering solution and final design for that section of Grange Road and of the junction. Furthermore, the illustrations of relocated car parking spaces are preliminary and are subject to change.

2. Issue and content noted, refer Submission no. 1 above for response on possible future link to Barton Road Extension/ Aranleigh

3. The proposed width of 4m is to enable a shared cycling and walking 2 way route.

Submission no. 15 – Angela & Terry McParland

This submission relates to the following issues:

1. Welcome the cleaning up of the area and lighting of the route to make it safe for

pedestrians.

2. Opposition to provision for possible future link to Barton Road Extension/Aranleigh Vale

Estate

3. Link has previously existed but was removed following intervention by the Gardaí and

residents due to ongoing anti-social behaviour, criminal activity and dumping

4. Concerns in relation to drainage

5. Would welcome opportunity for residents to purchase the area to incorporate it into their

back gardens to remove anti social behaviour.

Managers Response:

1. Issue and content noted.

2 - 3. Issue and content noted, refer Submission no. 1 above for response on possible future link to Barton Road Extension/ Aranleigh

4. The infill history and drainage concerns are noted. The proposed development will provide for minor hard surfacing and landscaping (some strip and fill to level may be required). In terms of the drainage of the area, it is envisaged that the works are minor. Consultation with the Environmental Services department will be ongoing during the design of the project to ensure existing situation is not adversely impacted.

5. There are no plans in the short or medium term to offer the residents an opportunity to

purchase the lands.

Submission no. 16 – John McMahon (27 Park Avenue)

This submission relates to the following issues:

1. Area should be levelled and landscaped and the large bushes / trees be removed or

extensively cut back. Bushes adjoining 27 Park Avenue and the tree opposite are both being used as illegal dumping areas.

2. Landscaping and finish like the route in Leopardstown from the racecourse to Luas.

Managers Response:

1. Removal of dense scrub, low level branches on existing trees and levelling will be

incorporated, as appropriate, to prevent littering, anti social behaviour and to ensure passive surveillance isn’t impeded. Subject to a landscape proposal.

2. Suggestion noted

Submission no. 17 – Anne Styles (Aranleigh Residents Association)

This submission relates to the following issues:

1. Link has previously existed but was removed following intervention by the Gardaí and

residents due to ongoing anti-social behaviour, criminal activity and dumping

2. Opposition to provision for possible future link to Barton Road Extension/Aranleigh Vale

Estate

3. Unsighting of drivers and other road users by parked cars at junction of Sarah Curran

Avenue and Grange Road

Managers Response:

1 - 2. Issue and content noted, refer Submission no. 1 above for response on possible future link to Barton Road Extension/ Aranleigh 

3. The Part 8 provides for a preliminary design for the junction and the area adjacent. A Road Safety Audit and a detailed survey will inform the Engineering solution and final design for that section of Grange Road and of the junction. Furthermore, the illustrations of relocated car parking spaces are preliminary and are subject to change.

Submission no. 18 – Trevor & Kathryn Noble

This submission relates to the following issues:

1. Opposition to provision for possible future link to Barton Road Extension/Aranleigh Vale

Estate

2. SDCC requested payment from residents to help defray the cost of erecting the fence to

effect the closure of the link in 1997.

Managers Response:

Issue and content noted, refer Submission no. 1 above for response on possible future link to Barton Road Extension/ Aranleigh

Submission no. 19 – John Rutherford on behalf of Park Avenue Residents

This submission relates to the following issues:

1. Suggest completion of 20m section of missing footpath at the east pedestrian entrance to Park Avenue.

2. Level and redistribution of the soil such that the 1.5m high south boundary wall of park

Avenue is fully exposed.

3. Removal old wild trees and scrub along the south boundary wall of Park Avenue.

4. Low maintenance landscaping along route

5. Raising the heads and pruning of the overgrown kerbside trees between Grange Road and Park Avenue entrance.

6. Confirmation that mature shrubbery on either side of the main Park Avenue gate piers will not be impacted.

7. Provision of toucan crossing at Grange Road/Barton Road West/ Sarah Curran Avenue

intersection.

8. A detailed drawing of the Park Avenue main gate area.

Managers Response:

1. Issue is very specific and concerns area adjacent to Park Avenue. Suggestion noted and

will be incorporated

2. Noted and will be considered as part of detailed design and landscape plan.

3. Noted and will be considered as part of detailed design and landscape plan.

4. Suggestion noted and will be incorporated, subject to detailed landscape design

considerations and the requirement to protect the road corridor.

5. Noted and will be considered as part of detailed design and landscape plan

6. Noted. It is not envisaged that the shrubbery will be removed but confirmation can not be given at this stage as all landscaping is subject to a full landscape plan.

7. Suggestion noted. The Part 8 provides for a preliminary design for the junction. A Road

Safety Audit and a detailed survey will inform the Engineering solution and final design of the junction.

8. Not available for the preliminary design stage.

Submission no. 20 – Petition from residents of Barton Road, Barton Road

Extension and Aranleigh Vale (c36 no. signatures)

This submission relates to the following issues:

1. Opposition to provision for possible future link to Barton Road Extension/Aranleigh Vale

Estate

Managers Response:

Issue and content noted, refer Submission no. 1 above for response on possible future link to Barton Road Extension/ Aranleigh

Submission no. 21 – Cecily and Aiden Kennedy

This submission relates to the following issues:

1. Drainage issues on the site

2. Please ensure access points are designed to restrict access for motor cycles

3. The proposed lighting should not be of such intensity as to disturb the enjoyment by

residents of bordering properties

4. Provision of monitored CCTV

5. Opposition to provision for possible future link to Barton Road Extension/Aranleigh Vale

Estate. Link has previously existed but was removed following intervention by the Gardaí and residents due to ongoing anti-social behaviour, criminal activity and dumping

6. Opposed to allotments

Managers Response:

1. The infill history and drainage concerns are noted. The proposed development will provide for minor hard surfacing and landscaping (some strip and fill to level may be required). Interims of the drainage of the area, it is envisaged that the works are minor. Consultation with the Environmental Services department will be ongoing during the design of the project to ensure existing situation is not adversely impacted.

2. The access points will be maintained with similar access arrangements as currently exist

with a low wall and/or bollards and shall be monitored. In the event of persistent problems

with motorcycles, alternative access arrangements will be considered.

3. The new public lighting proposed for the route uses ‘white light’. This type of light mimics day-light and is particularly good for facilitating facial recognition and distance viewing. This means it is possible to see further and distinguish people sooner during hours of darkness. As such it is considered to be safer than the more traditional forms of light used previously. The lighting is also proposed to be energy-efficient with dynamic dimming and reduced light pollution as the lamps will allow light to be focused on the proposed route rather than dispersing over the wider area.

4. The Manager recognises the importance of the CCTV to the security of the route.

5. Issue and content noted, refer Submission no. 1 above for response on possible future link to Barton Road Extension/ Aranleigh

6. The proposal does not propose the provision of allotments adjacent to the route.

Furthermore, the possible provision of allotments is not within the scope of this permeability project.

Submission no. 22 – Conor Kennedy (Barton Residents Association)

This submission relates to the following issues:

1. Supportive of Grange Road/ Barton Road/ Sarah Curran junction alterations

2. CCTV a vital part of the proposal

3. Concerns about drainage on the site and flooding in back gardens along Barton Road.

4. Lack of consensus within Residents Association with regard to the possible link into Barton Road Extension/ Aranleigh.

Managers Response:

1. Noted

2. The Manager recognises the importance of the CCTV to the security of the route.

3. The infill history and drainage concerns are noted. The proposed development will provide for minor hard surfacing and landscaping (some strip and fill to level may be required). Interims of the drainage of the area, it is envisaged that the works are minor. Consultation with the Environmental Services department will be ongoing during the design of the project to ensure existing situation is not adversely impacted.

4. Noted

Submission no. 23 – Teresa Ryan (67 Barton Road Extension)

This submission relates to the following issues:

1. Opposition to provision for possible future link to Barton Road Extension/Aranleigh Vale

Estate.

2. Link has previously existed but was removed following intervention by the Gardaí and

Residents due to ongoing anti-social behaviour, criminal activity and dumping

3. SDCC requested payment from residents to help defray the cost of erecting the fence to

effect the closure of the link

Managers Response:

Issue and content noted, refer Submission no. 1 above for response on possible future link to Barton Road Extension/ Aranleigh

6.0 County Development Plan 2010 - 2016

The promotion of more sustainable modes of transport that link more consolidated urban

areas together is central to the core strategy of the County Development Plan strategy.

Section 2.2.15.i of the County Development Plan 2010 - 2016 outlines that it is the policy of the Council to ensure sustainable forms of movement and the use of the street by

pedestrians and cyclists and to promote permeable pedestrian and cyclist networks

connecting to shops, community facilities, employment areas and desired places to go.

Furthermore, the County Development Plan 2010 – 2016 states that ‘walking and cycling will be promoted by securing the development of a network of safe cycle routes and footpaths on new and existing roads and on routes reserved exclusively for pedestrians and cyclists and by the development of foot and cycle ways off-road (e.g. through open spaces and along established rights of way)’.

South Dublin County Council, in conjunction with the National Transport Authority (NTA), is

proposing short walking and cycling routes to serve local neighbourhoods across the County.  These will create more sustainable local neighbourhoods with direct pedestrian and cycle links to popular local destinations. The aim is to encourage people to leave the car at home for local trips by bringing more households within walking and cycling distance to local amenities in accordance with the policies of the National Transport Authority (NTA) and the County Development Plan. The proposed link is based on existing shortcuts and desire lines around the area and it is envisaged that the proposed route will enable cyclists and pedestrians; local facilities including adjacent shops, schools, cycle routes, or the park / playground.  Increased walking and cycling within local neighbourhoods reduces carbon footprints, encourages a healthier lifestyle and increased numbers of users will improve the safety of the route and discourage anti-social behaviour.

The County Development Plan 2010 – 2016 provides for a specific objective for a Long Term Road Proposal from Grange Road to Barton Road East Extension. Long Term Road Proposals are considered essential to provide a long term road network of sufficient standard to serve the anticipated future population growth.  Having regard to the nature of the proposed development, it is considered that the proposal will not impact on the long term achievement of the Roads Objective.

Having regard to the nature and extent of the proposed project, it is considered that the

proposed development is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable

development of the area and the County Development Plan 2010 – 2016.

7.0 Recommendation

Following consideration of the above submissions, the Manager is of the view that the issues
raised by way of the submissions can be satisfactorily addressed during the detailed design stage and as outlined in the foregoing report.

It is recommended that, as the proposal is in conformity with proper planning and sustainable development, that the Council proceed with the Part 8 proposal for the construction of a walking and cycling route and ancillary works from Grange Road to Grange Downs at Rathfarnham and Haroldsgrange as proposed and detailed in the public notices and the foregoing report, with the following

modifications:

1. The proposed future link to Barton Road East Extension / Aranleigh Vale Estate is a

‘possible future link in the medium term’.

2. Furthermore, the following safeguards must be in place prior to the commencement of the construction of the possible future link:

a). Construction and opening of the main route as proposed from Park Avenue to Grange

Manor with associated CCTV, lighting and landscape works

b). Analysis and survey of the users of the route

c). Further consultation with the adjoining residents

d). Agreement at a future ACM by the Rathfarnham Area Committee Members, once all the

foregoing conditions are met, of the detail and design of the ‘possible future link in the

medium term’”
Habitats Screening Assessment 

Councillor P. Cosgrave thanked Management and staff for all the work on this project which was of enormous benefit to the Community.  This sentiment was echoed by Councillor E. Coburn.

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn and RESOLVED:
“That, as the proposal is in conformity with proper planning and sustainable development, the Council proceed with the Part 8 proposal for the construction of a walking and cycling route and ancillary works from Grange Road to Grange Downs at Rathfarnham and Haroldsgrange as proposed and detailed in the public notices and the foregoing report, with the modifications as outlined in the foregoing report.”

H9/1112
PART 8 REPORT – WALKING & CYCLING ROUTE FROM GRIFFEEN ROAD TO R136, BALLYOWEN, LUCAN
It was agreed to DEFER this Headed Item to the next Council meeting.

H10/1112
APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE UNDER THE CAPITAL ASSISTANCE SCHEME FROM DUBLIN SIMON COMMUNITY IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 6 OF THE HOUSING (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT, 1992 FOR THE PURCHASE OF A PROPERTY AT RIVERSDALE HOUSE, RIVERSDALE AVENUE, PALMERSTON
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

REPORT:
“On 21st May 2012, the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government advised all Local Authorities by Circular Housing 20/2012 of its intention to progress a limited programme of new projects to be funded from within the overall 2012 capital funding provision for the Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS). 
Local Authorities were requested to prioritise those CAS proposals which will: 
1. address specific categories of housing need locally, and ( 

2. be completed, with funding fully drawn or substantially drawn down, by end November 2012.  
In response to the Department's Circular, an application was received from Dublin Simon Community for a grant in the sum of €1,185,250 under the Capital Assistance Scheme in respect of the purchase of a property at Riversdale House, Riversdale Avenue, Palmerston, Dublin 20.  (The Association is an approved Voluntary Body under Section 5 of the Housing Act, 1988.)
Under Section 6 (8) of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 the granting of assistance under the Capital Assistance Scheme is a reserved function of the Council and is subject to the approval of the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government.   Accordingly, the following resolution of this Council is required:
"That, in accordance with the requirements of Section 6 (8) of the Housing (Miscellaneous) Act, 1992 and subject to the approval of the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government, this Council approves the application by Dublin Simon Community for a grant in the sum of €1,185,250 under the Capital Assistance Scheme  for the purchase of a property at Riversdale House, Riversdale Avenue, Palmerston, Dublin 20”.”
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:
"That, in accordance with the requirements of Section 6 (8) of the Housing (Miscellaneous) Act, 1992 and subject to the approval of the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government, this Council approves the application by Dublin Simon Community for a grant in the sum of €1,185,250 under the Capital Assistance Scheme for the purchase of a property at Riversdale House, Riversdale Avenue, Palmerston, Dublin 20.”
H11/1112
APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE UNDER THE CAPITAL ASSISTANCE SCHEME FROM TUATH HOUSING IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 6 OF THE HOUSING (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT, 1992 FOR THE PURCHASE OF A PROPERTY AT 132 FORTUNES LAWN, CITYWEST, DUBLIN 24
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“On 21st May 2012, the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government advised all Local Authorities by Circular Housing 20/2012 of its intention to progress a limited programme of new projects to be funded from within the overall 2012 capital funding provision for the Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS).  
Local Authorities were requested to prioritise those CAS proposals which will: 
1. address specific categories of housing need locally, and 

2. be completed, with funding fully drawn or substantially drawn down, by end 
November 2012. 
In response to the Department's Circular, an application was received from Tuath Housing for a grant in the sum of €119,415 under the Capital Assistance Scheme in respect of the purchase of a property at  132 Fortunes Lawn, Citywest, Dublin 24.  (The Association is an approved Voluntary Body under Section 5 of the Housing Act, 1988.)
Under Section 6 (8) of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 the granting of assistance under the Capital Assistance Scheme is a reserved function of the Council and is subject to the approval of the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government.   Accordingly, the following resolution of this Council is required:
"That, in accordance with the requirements of Section 6 (8) of the Housing (Miscellaneous) Act, 1992 and subject to the approval of the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government, this Council approves the application by Tuath Housing for a grant in the sum of €119,415 under the Capital Assistance Scheme  for the purchase of a property at  132 Fortunes Lawn, Citywest, Dublin 24”.”

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:
"That, in accordance with the requirements of Section 6 (8) of the Housing (Miscellaneous) Act, 1992 and subject to the approval of the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government, this Council approves the application by Tuath Housing for a grant in the sum of €119,415 under the Capital Assistance Scheme for the purchase of a property at 132 Fortunes Lawn, Citywest, Dublin 24.”

H12/1112
APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE UNDER THE CAPITAL ASSISTANCE SCHEME FROM TUATH HOUSING IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 6 OF THE HOUSING (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT, 1992 FOR THE PURCHASE OF A PROPERTY AT 28 BELFRY DOWNS, CITYWEST, DUBLIN 24

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“On 21st May 2012, the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government advised all Local Authorities by Circular Housing 20/2012 of its intention to progress a limited programme of new projects to be funded from within the overall 2012 capital funding provision for the Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS).  
Local Authorities were requested to prioritise those CAS proposals which will: 
1. address specific categories of housing need locally, and 

2. be completed, with funding fully drawn or substantially drawn down, by end 
November 2012.  
In response to the Department's Circular, an application was received from Tuath Housing for a grant in the sum of €133,849 under the Capital Assistance Scheme in respect of the purchase of a property at  28 Belfry Downs, Citywest, Dublin 24.  (The Association is an approved Voluntary Body under Section 5 of the Housing Act, 1988.)

Under Section 6 (8) of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 the granting of assistance under the Capital Assistance Scheme is a reserved function of the Council and is subject to the approval of the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government.   Accordingly, the following resolution of this Council is required:
"That, in accordance with the requirements of Section 6 (8) of the Housing (Miscellaneous) Act, 1992 and subject to the approval of the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government, this Council approves the application by Tuath Housing for a grant in the sum of €133,849 under the Capital Assistance Scheme for the purchase of a property at 28 Belfry Downs, Citywest, Dublin 24”.”
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:
"That, in accordance with the requirements of Section 6 (8) of the Housing (Miscellaneous) Act, 1992 and subject to the approval of the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government, this Council approves the application by Tuath Housing for a grant in the sum of €133,849 under the Capital Assistance Scheme for the purchase of a property at 28 Belfry Downs, Citywest, Dublin 24.”

Following the resolution Councillor M. Corr stated that as Chair of the Housing SPC it was her opinion that Members should be aware of the history and operating structure of all the Voluntary Housing Associations in the County and this view was supported by Councillor P. Cosgrave.  The Mayor, Councillor C. King, felt that the fear among Members was that with so many associations operating within the county that standards and in particular rent structures differed greatly from one to the other.

Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Development responded to the Member and also stated that it was the council’s intention to have a member of the Irish Council for Social Housing (ICSH) give a presentation to the SPC in the near future.

H13/1112
DRAFT NEWCASTLE LOCAL AREA PLAN 
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Introduction

The purpose of this report is to provide a brief account of the contents of the Draft LAP, of the submissions received and the Managers recommendations following the seven week public display of the Draft LAP from July 2012 to September 2012 and of the presentation to the Clondalkin Area Committee at the last meeting on the 17th October 2012.

Need for the LAP

A new Local Area Plan is required for Newcastle for the following reasons:

· The 2003 LAP has expired (6 year life)

·  Inadequate infrastructure, particularly school provision, after recent development

·  Large amount of zoned undeveloped land (46.5 Ha)

·  Need to conserve the unique heritage and character of Newcastle Village

Objectives of the LAP

The objectives of the Draft LAP are to

· Facilitate a layout that integrates new development with the existing village and the surrounding area

· Provide a Green Infrastructure Framework that can integrate natural and built heritage, access and open space and recreation and provides for the sustainable drainage of water

· The promotion of an historical village as a unique place with a good quality of life

· Require the provision of school and community facilities including a site that is ‘development ready’ for the expansion of the existing primary school and/or development of a new school

· Provide a network of convenient walking and cycling routes 

· Ensure phasing provides for the community and parkland facilities either prior to or in tandem with development

The Strategy: The Strategy of this Local Area Plan is to update the framework and objectives of the 2003 Plan in a manner that fully incorporates existing historical features and the Village’s rich biodiversity including Protected Structures, Recorded Monuments and burgage hedgerows within a contemporary built environment.

The Strategy sensitively reflects the historical character of the Village and accommodates land uses and densities that are conducive to a settlement with a strong sense of identity and comprises well connected neighborhoods that have direct access to a village core.

The Strategy is laid out under four headings:
1. Green Infrastructure

The Green Infrastructure Strategy will direct the protection and enhancement of the natural and built heritage; the conservation and enhancement of biodiversity; the provision of accessible parks, open spaces and recreational facilities; the sustainable management of

water incorporating SUDS features; and the maintenance of sensitive landscapes.

2. Accessibility and Movement

The Accessibility and Movement Strategy seeks to reinstate Main Street as the backbone of movement for the Village and to supplement such with a choice of alternative routes for pedestrians, cyclists and vehicle in a manner that links each neighborhoods directly with the Village Core and with each other either directly or indirectly.

3. Land Use and Density

The Land Use and Density Strategy will direct land uses and densities within three revised Character Areas (The Village Core, The Village Expansion Area and The Settlement Edge) in a manner that is sensitive to the historic importance and character of the Village and its hinterland.

4. Built Form

The Built Form Strategy will direct the layout of development into a network of village streets, blocks and plots that are sensitive to the Village’s historic setting and cultural importance whilst introducing contemporary structures that are responsive to their surroundings.

Neighborhoods: The three Character Areas revised and detailed under this Plan’s Land-Use and Density Strategy are further broken up into a series of 10 distinct neighborhoods with their own tangible identity. The planned development of neighborhoods will help ensure that areas can be developed in a manner that is in keeping with the varying Character Areas and landscape contexts in and around Newcastle Village while responding to built and natural features that are of heritage value. Each neighborhood provides a development framework

together with specific objectives.
Phasing

The Phasing Strategy sets out to avoid a shortfall of community facilities and amenities for residential communities and to ensure that such facilities and amenities are provided in a timely manner rather than at the latter stages of residential development or after such development has taken place.

With the exception of proposals on lands that benefit from existing permissions and comply with all aspects of this revised Local Area Plan, no further residential development will be permitted until such time as the existing school along Main Street is being extended or until such time as an alternative primary school is being constructed on another site within the Plan Lands.

Further phases of development will not be permitted until such time as key outcomes that include the provision of required parkland and community facilities and connections between neighborhoods have been achieved.

It is envisaged that approx. 850 homes would be constructed if all undeveloped lands within the Plan Lands, including lands subject to extant permissions, were to be developed in accordance with the standards contained within this Plan. The number of dwellings would be 1,100 approx. if existing planning permissions for residential development on lands subject to extant permissions were fully constructed and the remaining undeveloped lands were developed in accordance with this Plan.

The densities within the three character areas have been reduced from the previous Plans as follows in dwellings/hectare (dwellings / acre);

	 
	LAP 2003/07
	Proposed Draft LAP 2012

	Village Core
	40-50 (16-20)
	30-35 (12-14)

	Village Expansion
	30-40 (12-16)
	25-30 (10-12)

	Settlement Edge
	10-20 (4-8)
	15-20 (6-8)


Outline of Public Consultation Programme and Submissions

An extensive public consultation programme for the Draft Newcastle Local Area Plan took place over a seven week period between Tuesday 17th of July 2012 and Monday 3rd of September 2012 during which time the Plan was displayed and information was sent to a number of bodies and members of the public together with an invitation for submissions. Persons and bodies that made a submission during the pre-draft consultation process were given a further opportunity to make a submission until Monday the 17th of September 2012. The overall number of submissions received came to 28. 

In terms of the issues that were raised most frequently, the highest number (28 times/ 14.1 % of issues raised) related to the Draft Local Area Plan’s Land Use and Density Strategy. Reduced Density welcomed, NTA Comments (Public transport accessibility should be a key factor in influencing the scale, density and location of future development in the Greater Dublin Area), Need for more infrastructure community and retail.

This was followed by issued raised in relation to the Draft Local Area Plan’s Accessibility and Movement Strategy (23 times/11.6% of issues raised) such as Rat-running on access Roads to south, Cycle access to be provided to Rathcoole/Saggart, maintaining East Village Bypass of Newcastle village, need for parking spaces.
The Green Infrastructure Strategy (23 times/11.6% of issues raised). EPA and Dublin Conservation Society welcomes GI Approach, retention of Burgage Plots, maintaining Unique Character and SuDS, OPW comments on Flood Risk assessment.
Other issues that featured prominently related to Phasing (12 times/16.1%). School, community infrastructure and waste water infrastructure
Managers Recommendations

· Improvement of Main Street

Insert objective into the Built Form Strategy (Section 5.6.1 – Key Frontages and Landscape Frontages) that supports the pursuance and improvement in appearance of unkempt sites through Derelict Sites Legislation especially those sites that front onto roads within the Plan Lands and Main Street in particular.

· Exercise Equipment
Amend text in Table 5.1 (Hierarchy and Function of Open Spaces) of the Local Area Plan to include a requirement to provide exercise equipment within the Village Park and Neighborhood/Local Parks.
· School Access
Insert additional text into Objective AM4 of the Draft Local Area Plan that requires all existing and new neighborhoods to be afforded direct or indirect pedestrian and cyclist links to community facilities especially schools.

· Building Heights

The Plan prescribes appropriate development heights for each area of the Plan Lands under its 10 Neighborhood Strategies and ensures that dwellings on higher lands, such as in the Taobh Chnoic Neighborhood in the southern quadrant of the Plan Lands, should be no more than two storeys high. The maximum height across the majority of the Plan Lands will be two storeys with the exception of 3 potential landmark locations.

· Pedestrian and Cyclist Provision
Insert additional text under Objective AM4 of the Local Area Plan to clarify that cycle routes shall be provided to serve existing streets as part of any upgrade or road improvement scheme Cyclist and Pedestrian Links to Greenogue, Rathcoole, Hazel hatch and Saggart
Insert an objective into the Draft Plan’s Accessibility and Movement Strategy that explicitly supports the provision of pedestrian and cycle routes at a wider level outside of the Plan Lands that will integrate with Newcastle’s planned cycle and pedestrian network and links Newcastle with Hazelhatch, Rathcoole and Saggart to include for access to Greenogue (with street lighting) and routes towards the Luas stop in Saggart and rail stop in Hazel hatch.
· Building Design
Include “All new buildings should therefore be of a high standard and designed using the core principles of universal design, with subtle modern design aesthetic…”
· Renewable Energy Systems
Add new Objective as follows: It is an objective of the Plan to require all new buildings to be high in energy efficiency and use energy sources that minimize damage to the environment. All new buildings proposed within the Plan Lands shall comply with Section 5.4 ‘Sustainability and Energy Efficiency’ of the document Quality Housing for Sustainable Communities – Best Practice Guidelines for Delivering Homes Sustaining Communities, 2007 and the relevant Building Regulations. (Objective BFX)
· Gateway on Site of Former Public House
Insert a requirement to retain and incorporate existing views of Saint Finian’s Church of Ireland Church from the Hazel hatch Road as part of any redevelopment of the former public house site.
· School Site
Insert text that encourages the complementary use of the proposed school drop off and parking facilities along Main Street by members of the public outside the operating hours of the primary school.
· Site at west end of Athgoe Hill/Hazel hatch Junction
Remove proposal to maintain agricultural use at western end of the Sean Feirm Neighborhood from table in Section 6.4 and retain requirement to preserve protected views from Hazel hatch Road.
Insert objective into the Land Use and Density Strategy of the Sean Feirm Neighborhoods (section 6.4.3) to require that no more than 3-4 single storey dwellings (low profile roof) be provided on the parcel of land at the south-west corner of the junction of Hazelhatch and Athgoe Road provided that such development:
· provides an appropriate green buffer with adjoining agricultural lands;
· preserves views of Athgoe Hill and Lyons Hill at the eastern end of Hazelhatch Road to the south-west and;
· Is sensitive to the setting of Newcastle Farm, a Protected Structure.
· House Adjacent to ‘The Loft’
Insert a symbol into the Neighborhood Framework Maps (Fig. 6.4 – Main Street West & Fig 6.24 – Overall Framework) that indicates that the detached three-bay two-storey house structure listed in the NIAH along the southern side of Main Street is an existing important element of built heritage.
· Bicycle Parking
Amend text to state that all bicycle parking should be located in conspicuous locations and close to the entrances of any building(s) that they serve but not at the expense of interrupting pedestrian and cyclist movement. It should also be stated that all bicycle parking should benefit from passive surveillance and should be of a high quality design and finish that contributes to its streetscape or parkland setting.

· Building Regulations - Accessibility

Insert a section on accessibility into the Standards Chapter of the Draft Local Area Plan that (inter alia) brings attention to the requirement to comply with Part M (Access and Use) of the Building Regulations.
Managers Recommendations – SEA Assessment

The proposed amendments to the Draft LAP have been assessed as part of the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) process and this document is available, see Environmental Report – Addendum 1 (1st Nov 2012). Practically all of the proposed amendments are likely to improve the status of the Strategic Environmental Objectives(SEO’s) apart from the proposal to allow development on the site at the west end of Athgoe Hill/Hazelhatch Junction (the potential conflict here with the SEO’s is likely to be mitigated).

Current Stage

It was agreed at the Clondalkin ACM of 17th October last that the Draft Newcastle Local Area Plan be recommended for approval to the full Council meeting in November 2012. 

Next Steps
· Following consideration of the Manager's report, the Elected Members can by resolution decide to make, amend or reject the Local Area Plan at the Council Meeting on the 12th November 2012 
·  If the Elected Members decide to make the plan as recommended in the Manager’s report and this does not involve material changes to the Draft, the LAP comes into operation on the 10th Dec 2012

· If material alterations are made to the Local Area Plan, the LAP goes into a further round of consultation, display, Managers Report etc before its adoption in early 2013.”
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED on the proposition of Councillor C.  King, seconded by Councillor  M. McDonagh:

“That this council APPROVES the Draft Newcastle Local Area Plan as outlined in the foregoing report.”

CORRESPONDENCE

Ministerial
Co1/1112
Letter, dated 17th October 2012, from Minister for Health in response to SDCC's letter in relation to sports sponsorship and the alcohol industry (M4/1012)
 Co2/1112
Letter, dated 24th October 2012, from Minister for Environment in reply to SDCC's motion regarding proposed merger of CPLN & DVP (M21/1012)

Other
 Co3/1112 
Letter, dated 2nd October 2012, from Oaklee Housing Trust in further response to SDCC's Letter regarding Voluntary Housing Associations  & the assessment of FIS in terms of their assessment of Rent  (M7/0712)

Co4/1112
Letter, dated 3rd October 2012, from Donegal County Council in relation to their motion calling on the Dept. of Social Protection to Restore Benefits to Elderly & Disabled 
Co5/1112
Email, dated 3rd October 2012, from Dublin City Council in relation to the Planning Scheme for the Grangegorman SDZ
Co6/1112
Letter, dated 17th October 2012, from Leitrim Co. Council to Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport regarding their motion passed in relation to Artists Exemption Guidelines 
Co7/1112
Letter, dated 17th October 2012, from Offaly County Council to Minister for Justice regarding their motion passed in relation to an adequately funded Policing Force
 Co8/1112
(i) Letter, dated 26th October 2012, from Roughan & O'Donovan, NRA reps.,                               regarding SDCC's motion passed in relation to M50 Landscaping (M18/1012);

(ii)  Letter, dated 31st October 2012, from NRA regarding same.

The above letters were NOTED.

MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
M1/1112
LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUND 

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:
“That it is the view of this Council that the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government was not justified in deciding, as advised to the County Manager by letter of 18th July 2012, to cut the allocation from the Local Government Fund to South Dublin County Council by almost two million Euro, almost a 12% cut in the Councils LGF grant of 17 million Euro, which in terms of the population of the County was already the lowest LGF Allocation in the Country, that this Council calls on the Minister to restore the Council's allocation to its original level, and that this Council is seriously concerned about the approach of the Government to the whole question of introducing a Property Tax and or a "Council Charge" to partially fund local authorities, and reiterates its previously expressed view that any new Property Tax and/or revised household charge should be fair and equitable, should not discriminate against householders in South Dublin and Dublin in general, and must have regard to ability to pay.”


Prior to debate Councillor E. Tuffy proposed to AMEND the Motion, seconded by Councillor C. King, to read as follows:

“That it is the view of this Council that the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government was not justified in deciding, as advised to the County Manager by letter of 18th July 2012, to cut the allocation from the Local Government Fund to a grant of 17 million Euro, which in terms of the population of the County was already the lowest LGF Allocation in the Country, that this Council calls on the Minister to restore the Council's allocation to its original level, and that this Council is seriously concerned about the approach of the Government to the whole question of introducing a Property Tax and or a "Council Charge" to partially fund local authorities, and reiterates its previously expressed view that any new Property Tax and/or revised household charge should be fair and equitable, should not discriminate against householders in South Dublin and Dublin in general, and must have regard to ability to pay.”

REPORT:

“Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government circular Fin 11/2012 confirmed an adjustment of €475,210 to the Local Government Fund (LGF) Allocation for 2012. The circular also noted that a further adjustment, not exceeding €84,820, will be made to the South Dublin LGF allocation in November if Household Charge compliance for the county does not match or exceed 65% by mid November 2012.  The total number that have paid to the 6th of November is 51,154, leaving a total of 30,241 still to pay, representing a compliance rate of 63.04%.
If this motion is passed the terms of the motion will be conveyed to the Minister for Environment, Community & Local Government.”
It was AGREED to take Motion 12 and Motion 19 in conjunction with Motion 1:
M12/1112 
PROPERTY TAX

It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor M. Devine:

“That this County Council, welcoming in the main, the recent proposals from National Government for the future funding of Local Government, now requests that the Manager write to the Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government, copied to the Minister for Finance, asking should the Government persist with the proposed  Residential Property Tax, that it  be only introduced in tandem with the devolution of full responsibility for the funding of local government to elected local representatives and that it include guarantees that such local fundraising will be coordinated with general taxation and include provision for linkage to household income and ability to pay.”

REPORT:
“Should the motion be agreed a letter will issue to the Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government, copied to the Minister for Finance, expressing the sentiments contained in the motion.”

M19/1112
LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUND ALLOCATION
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor M. Devine: 

“That this Council should receive the same level of allocation per resident from the Local Government Fund in 2013 as Fingal County Council, and that the Manager would write to the Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government conveying this view, and copy the letter to the Dáil Deputies representing the Dublin Mid-West and South West constituencies.”  
REPORT:

“Should the motion be approved a letter will issue to the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government and to all Dáil Deputies representing the Dublin Mid-West and South West constituencies conveying the views of the motion.”

Councillor E. Tuffy spoke on what he considered was the unjustified penalising of our local authority by cutting the Local Government Fund which was related to collection of the Household Charge.  He was of the opinion that the local authority had little role in the collection of the charge and while he was not opposed to property tax the current charge should be called a local/council tax if it is to fund local services provided by the council.

Councillor G. O’Connell spoke on his Motion (M12/1112) and was of the opinion that the whole issue of funding of local government should be dealt with under the current reorganisation of local government.  Members should have a role in deciding on the local tax and how the council is funded generally as is the case in many countries on the continent.  Councillor O’Connell felt there was a need for a total restructuring of local government and a broader tax base.


Councillor C. Brophy stated that he had constantly supported the issue of inequality in the Local Government Fund distribution but stated that when the country is in financial difficulty taxes cannot be reduced.  He agreed that local funding should be under the control of the local representatives.  


Councillor M. Devine spoke on what she described as an unpopular charge which she felt many did not pay on principle.  She also felt local representatives needed to have more power.

Councillor E. Walsh felt that people have paid this charge very reluctantly and that a residential property tax would be difficult to implement and to have an additional tax on depreciated property was vastly unfair.  Middle incomes were already burdened.  The Member supported the motion.

Ms C. Henehan, Head of Finance noted that the household charge was introduced by the Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 which made local authorities responsible for its collection.  South Dublin County Council has promoted the charge using a variety of media including newspaper adverts, website information, posters, messages attached to email etc. and has achieved 63.3% compliance for the charge within seven months of the effective due date.  Ms Henehan advised that the collection of the charge is ongoing and the council had recently written to homeowners who had not registered their properties as part of this process.  Ms Henehan also advised that the average local government fund allocation is currently €62 per citizen for South Dublin County Council and €73 per citizen for Fingal.


Motion no. 1 (M1/1112) as amended was AGREED.

Motion no. 12 (M12/1112) was AGREED.

Motion no. 19 (M19/1112) was AGREED.

M2/1112
COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE CENTRES 

 It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded Councillor C. Brophy:

“That this Council requests the Manager to present a detailed report, for discussion, on the funding options available to the Council to develop new community enterprise centre spaces, training space, ‘hot-desking’ facilities etc. (including through the leasing of currently vacant premises) in areas of the county currently not serviced and where there is a clear verifiable demand.”

REPORT:
“The Council through its own efforts or in co-operation with other Agencies has constructed local enterprise centres at Neilstown and Bawnogue in Clondalkin and at Brookfield and Killinarden in Tallaght.  
In each case the development of the enterprise facilities was co-ordinated by a group comprising representatives of South Dublin County Council, the Area based local Partnerships, the South Dublin County Enterprise Board and local community development representatives. Funding was from those agencies together with grant Aid from Enterprise Ireland and a corporate sponsor (in the case of Killinarden- AIB Bank and Bawnogue- Dunloe Ewart).
The Centres aim to provide low cost start-up units with the necessary management supports, catering for a broad spectrum of services and trades. It is anticipated that as skill levels, business acumen and workforce increase in the individual businesses, the successful entrepreneurs will move on , thereby broadening the scope of start up aid and creating new business opportunities for local people.
The Centres at Killinarden and Bawnogue also include some community space to provide services to the wider community, including a crèche facility and restaurant at Bawnogue. 

The Council also provided a former community premises at Bolbrook to Partas for development as an Enterprise Centre and also disposed of  a site at St Dominic's Road for the provision of enterprise units by a private Company. 
A "hotdesk" facility has been provided at County Hall originally as part of the IEZ initiative in 2010 and now in conjunction with the IE Network project.
This Council does not currently have local funding available for development of new community enterprise facilities but included in the "Action Plan for Jobs 2012" is the following objective: 
Establish a new Community Enterprise Development Programme for the maintenance or establishment of a strong business development function in the Community Enterprise Centres funded by Enterprise Ireland.  This will see up to 30 centres benefit from a full-time business development function, providing a 50% grant towards eligible costs or €50,000 over two years.

It appears that this objective refers to existing Centres, however, this Council will engage with Enterprise Ireland through the economic sub-group of the County Development Board, including the local development companies,  in respect of the Community Enterprise Centre Business Development Programme 2012 to identify the potential for providing and funding such centre(s) in appropriate area(s).”
Councillor W. Lavelle commended the council’s management on the proactive approach taken to business in the county.  The Member appreciated that funding was focused on developing existing centres but some areas as in Lucan were not serviced.  There was a demand for support for entrepreneurs and there was an issue with physical space.  Councillor Lavelle stressed that he was not asking for new centres to be built but to focus on shared services, he also asked the Manager for an update on the last line of the report.  

Councillor E. Tuffy spoke in support of the motion and praised Management and in particular the County Librarian for recent initiatives, particularly in the Lucan library.  

Councillor M. Duff also spoke in support of the motion.

Director of Development, Economic & Transport Planning Mr. F. Nevin responded to the Members and stated that there was plenty of vacant space which may be able to be used in future plans to provide community facilities.  There was the issue of kitting out areas to occupation level and this would require capital investment but that if at all possible the Council would rise to this challenge.

Councillor W. Lavelle enquired if any funding indications had come from Enterprise Ireland and the Manager stated that no guarantees had been given at this stage.

M3/1112
BUYING (AND SELLING) OF SEX

It was proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan, seconded Councillor J.  Lahart:

“That this Council calls on the government to criminalize the buying (and selling) of sex.”


Prior to debate Councillor T. Gilligan proposed to AMEND the Motion, seconded by Councillor C. King, to read as follows:
“That this Council calls on the government to criminalize the buying of sex.”

REPORT:
“If the motion is passed details of the Members' sentiments will be conveyed to Government.”
Councillor Gilligan spoke on the motion and the practise of trafficking of women into this trade which was a human rights issue.

Councillor M. Devine stated that she felt this motion was populist, opportunistic, and not practical and she would not support it.  She felt that this was fundamentally a human rights issue and the motion would not help any of the workers.

Councillor J. Lahart accepted Councillor Devine’s comments but felt that to say it was populist was unfair.

Councillor T. Gilligan thanked the Members for their comments but felt the issue needs to be debated in an effort to highlight trafficking of women into Ireland.

The motion was put to a vote taken by show of hands and the result was as follows:

FOR:

14 (FOURTEEN)

AGAINST: 
3  (THREE)
ABSTAIN:
3  (THREE)

The motion as amended was CARRIED.
M4/1112 
GREYHOUND
It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded Councillor M. Corr

“That this Council agrees that (i) it is necessary for the Office of the Director of Consumer Affairs to examine the new pricing structures announced by Greyhound Recycling with a view to assessing their fairness and accuracy to existing customers - and (ii) if approved requests the ODCA to investigate the new pricing structure forthwith”

REPORT:
“If the motion is passed details of the Members' sentiments will be conveyed to the Office of the Director of Consumer Affairs.”

Councillor J. Lahart expressed his many concerns in relation to the operation of the waste collection service by Greyhound Recycling and in particular made reference to overcharging, complicated payment plans, poor customer service and no incentive to segregate waste due to the charging system.  Councillor Lahart was also concerned that machines may not be calibrated correctly leading to further abuse of charges.

A lengthy debate followed with contributions from Councillors M. Corr, J. Hannon, W. Lavelle, M. Devine, D. Looney, P. Kearns and C. King.

The main focus of the debate centred on the following:

· Minimum  payment and the requirement to have €20 credit on the card before top up can be made;
· Need for clarification on how the Company determines what plan a customer is on

· Extremely poor customer service;
· No incentive to recycle and complete disregard for the Polluter Pays Principle;
· Lost or stolen bins not being replaced and bins not being reclaimed by Greyhound when residents move to another provider;
· Loss of waivers to many senior citizens; 

· Move to privatisation of this service a bad decision by Management.
Councillor W. Lavelle also queried if a reply had been received from the National Waste Permit office in Offaly to a letter sent by the Council some time ago in relation to Greyhound Recycling’s licence.
Director of Environment Mr. J. Quinlivan stated that many of the issues discussed were a matter for the Office of Consumer Affairs.  He also stressed that operators are encouraged under their permit to be mindful of the Polluter Pays principle.  He also undertook to request a response from the Waste Permit Office to the Council’s letter.

M5/1012
ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR  
It was proposed by Councillor M. Devine, seconded by Councillor King:
“That this Council discuss, with the aid of a report, the increasing numbers of households applying for Transfer of accommodation due to Anti-Social Behaviour.”
Councillor M. Devine proposed to AMEND the motion, seconded by Councillor C. King, to read as follows whereupon the amended motion was MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:
“That this Council discuss, with the aid of a report, the numbers of households applying for Transfer of accommodation due to Anti-Social Behaviour.”
REPORT:
“The following report outlines the number of applicants during 2010 and 2011 as well as the period January to September, 2012 who applied for transfers on alleged anti social behaviour grounds and outlines those who were considered to be in need of a transfer. 
	Year
	Total Requested
	Total granted

	2010
	42
	6

	2011
	55
	11

	2012
	48
	8


It should be noted that not all applications for transfers on alleged anti social behaviour warrant a transfer once the allegations are investigated.  
 

In cases were tenants applying for transfers on alleged anti social grounds, the Councils dedicated team of anti social officers in conjunction with the Gardai carry out full investigations to establish if such a transfer is warranted.  The Council does endeavour to resolve the situation rather than transfer people from their homes.  In the majority of cases the Council resolves the situation and bring the perpetrators to task.
The Allocations Support Unit will continue to ensure that all complaints received are investigated fully and will take the appropriate action where and when necessary. The Allocations Support Officers have regular meetings with the Garda and any incidents of anti social behaviour can also be discussed at this meeting and a plan of operation put in place to deal with same. 
The following avenues are open to tenants who experience anti social behaviour within Local Authority Housing estates.
Customer Care
Members of the public can submit complaints in relation to anti social behaviour through the Council’s Customer Care Centre, County Hall, Tallaght and Clondalkin. 
Housing Clinics
Housing Clinics are held weekly  for residents county wide.  The purpose of the clinics is to afford members of the public an opportunity to discuss housing related matters including allegations of anti social behaviour. The Clinics are attended by the Council’s Housing Anti Social Officers and the local Community Garda.
Confidential freephone number/email 
The Council’s Allocations Support Unit offers a confidential freephone number where tenants / member of the public may ring and leave information relating to an incident of anti social activity in the area.  Members of the public are actively encouraged to do so as to ensure the best response form the local authority. The freephone number is checked twice daily Mon – Fri – complaints are logged by reference to category of complaint. 

There are three categories of complaint for varying degrees of anti social behaviour, these categories are outlined in the Anti Social behaviour Strategy 2010 - 2014 which was adopted by the members at the Council meeting of 8th November 2010. The following link refers 
http://intranet2/corporate/cmas/documentsview.aspx?id=30163 
The aim of the policy document is to create and sustain a safe and peaceful living environment for the tenants of South Dublin County Council by actively tackling anti social behaviour through prevention, enforcement, support and rehabilitation.  The categorization of incidents of anti-social behaviour provides a mechanism for prioritizing investigation of anti-social complaints having regard to the gravity and impact of the incident.
Anti social officers
The Council’s Housing Estate Management Team comprises of a team of dedicated Allocations Support Officers who work on an area basis. Officers for the county are available Monday to Thurs 9am to 5pm (Friday 9am to 4pm) to meet with any individual /community group who may wish to make a formal complaint about anti social behaviour.  Meetings are convened at a pre-determined location by agreement with the complainant.  Direct contact can be made with the Allocations Support Unit by phoning 414 9265 or Freephone no 1800 200 245.
Complaints regarding anti social behaviour are dealt with in the strictest confidence.”
The Mayor left the Chamber at 5.30 pm and Deputy Mayor Councillor G. O’Connell took the Chair.

M6/1112 
WEALTH TAX 

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor C. King:

“That this Council calls on the Government to introduce a wealth tax as part of Budget 2013.”

REPORT:
“If the motion is passed details of the Members' sentiments will be conveyed to Government.”

Councillor Looney felt that it was an important that this issue was debated in the council chamber in order to have some form of impact on the national budget.  The Member felt that the burden of the recession had fallen on ordinary working members of society and that the wealthy should be forced to contribute more financially as there was no direct tax on wealth.  This occurs in numerous European countries and should happen in Ireland also.  If the burden was lifted from the PAYE workers it would lead to money being freed up in the economy.  Councillor Looney acknowledged that the system would be difficult to design but hoped for the other Members support.

A lengthy debate followed to which Councillors C. Brophy, W. Lavelle, C. King, C. Bond, G. O’Connell, M. Duff, M. Devine, J. Hannon, E. Walsh, P. Kearns, M. Corr, E. Coburn and C. Jones all contributed.  The main points raised and discussed were:

· Difficulty in defining what wealth is, as when wealth tax filtered down could include ordinary people who have shares, family homes, farms etc.  Valid contributions from all sections of society was what was required;
· A higher rate of tax for wealthy may only bring in between €500 and €600 million euro and this was a minor amount when considering the country’s deficit;
· Small amounts imposed on wealthy reduced the risk of cutting back on resources for the needy e.g., the elderly and those in need of special care assistants;
· Wealth did exist in the country and needed to be more widely distributed;
· Need for a progressive tax system as even a moderate wealth tax may act as a deterrent to foreign investment;
· How this type of tax is dealt with throughout Europe and countries where it has failed;
· Need to take into account that many who were previously wealthy were in serious financial difficulty.

Councillor D. Looney responded to the Members comments and thanked all for their contributions to the debate.

The motion was put to a vote taken by show of hands and the result was as follows:

FOR:

14 (FOURTEEN)

AGAINST: 
5  (FIVE)
ABSTAIN:
2  (TWO)

The motion was CARRIED.
M7/1112
ROUNDABOUTS
It was proposed by Councillor A-M. Dermody, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:

“That this Council outline what justifications there can be for the reluctance of this Council not to permit advertising on the roundabouts within the County, in circumstances where this Council have hitherto fore accepted and provided advertising at these same roundabouts in previous years and where there are businesses willing to pay for such a service.  Reasons given to date include health and safety concerns, disinterest by businesses and that the revenue gathered fails to justify the effort.

Please explain what additional health and safety issues arise that would not ordinarily arise in the general up-keeping and maintenance of our roundabouts.  Please explain what possible justification there can be for this Council refusing revenue in a climate of reduced revenue sources.  There needs to be a joined up approach in supporting local businesses, these are the same businesses that provide local jobs and pay revenue to this Council in the form of rates.”

REPORT:
“There are at present seventy two roundabouts in the county in charge of, and under the control, of the Council. It has not proven possible to attract sponsorship over the years for the majority of roundabouts because the balance between the profile of the location against the cost of maintenance is not attractive to companies. In recent years, seven roundabouts have been replaced with signal controlled junctions. When contacted and offered alternative locations only two of the sponsoring companies accepted the alternative locations.
From 2008 there has been a significant drop in the level of interest in the scheme. A promotional drive was undertaken in 2010 which included seeking expressions of interest for a period of one year on any of the roundabouts in charge in the county. No responses were received to the public advertisement. The Council continued arrangements that were in place with the few remaining companies through 2011 and into this year.
A review of the scheme has now been carried out which has sought to make the scheme more attractive to potential bidders by providing for landscaping projects that would significantly reduce the number of follow on maintenance visits required at each site and the attendant costs of works. This revised currently under discussion with the Roads Department and it is hoped that the new scheme will provide a better balance between traffic management and safety, maintenance requirements/costs and the level of sponsorship income that can be generated from the roundabouts in question. It must be noted that the priority criteria will at all times remain traffic safety and that the level of promotion/advertising available to sponsoring companies will always be somewhat limited by safety concerns however the Council is keen to advance the scheme and guage whether the level of interest has changed since 2010.
In addition to the sponsorship of roundabouts, the scheme will be extended to seek expressions of interest for sponsorship of other works that enhance the public realm at other locations within the county - works such as landscaping of open/public space, roadside locations, provision of litter bins etc will be considered. It is intended to re-launch the scheme shortly seeking proposals from companies and it is hoped that it will generate a lot of interest.

M8/1112
ABORTION 
It was proposed by Councillor C. Bond, seconded by Councillor M.  Duff:

“That this council believes in making safe and legal abortion available on demand of women, in Ireland. This council will publicise this stance, and make it known to the Minister for Justice, Equality and Defence.”

Prior to debate Councillor C. Bond proposed to AMEND the motion, seconded by Councillor C. King, to read as follows:
“That this Council calls on the Minister for Justice, Equality and Defence to legislate for abortion that will give effect to the Supreme Court decision regarding the X case - more than two decades ago.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the Members' sentiments will be forwarded to the Minister for Justice, Equality and Defence and the Council will publicise the matter.”

Councillor Bond spoke on the Motion and reiterated that although the “X” Case was more than two decades ago little had changed and quoted that statistics show that 11 women per day leave Ireland to avail of abortion in other countries and stated that this issue was neither political nor partisan but a strong message needs to be sent to Government.

Councillor M. Duff and Councillor M. Devine spoke in support of the motion citing details of referenda which had taken place over the past years on this issue and the need for basic sex education in our society. 

Councillor E. Walsh spoke on what he said was a very sensitive issue on which people had very conflicting views.  The Member did not feel it was an appropriate issue for this council to discuss and felt it was premature in light of the impending Judge Ryan report from the Expert Group on Abortion.

Councillor J. Lahart stated that while he agreed with Councillor Bond on the amended motion there were specific mechanisms in place on this very divisive issue and discussion should be left to members of the Oireachtas.  He stated he would not support the motion.

Councillor P. Kearns stated that she could not have supported the motion prior to the amendment but would now support.

Councillor C. Bond responded to the Members comments.

The motion was put to a vote taken by show of hands and the result was as follows:

FOR:

9  (NINE)

AGAINST: 
5  (FIVE)
ABSTAIN:
1  (ONE)

The motion as amended was CARRIED.
M9/1112
SIGNAGE

 It was proposed by Councillor B. Bonner, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:

“That this council offer an incentive to businesses to change their signage to a type of sign that would be more acceptable aesthetically by offering a reduction in rates to businesses who install improved signage which would be in keeping with the historic village centres in our county.”

REPORT:
“The current rates legislation does not provide for a scheme of rates reduction as outlined. 

The commercial rates bill as issued by the Council is based on the valuation provided by the Valuation Office which is the state agency charged with providing valuations for non-domestic property.  The Valuation Office acts independently and liaises with property owners and occupiers when applying such valuations. 
The Valuation Acts govern the way that Rateable Valuations are calculated and maintained in the Valuations List by the Commissioner for Valuations.  The Council is obliged to levy and collect Commercial Rates in accordance with legislation enacted by the Government. (i.e. the Poor Relief Acts and Local Government Acts). The Council has no flexibility in relation to changing the amount of the rates bill as the legislation does not allow for an adjustment to be made.
 

In terms of design and recognising the integrity of local villages the Council will work with local business and other stakeholders through the Villages project to protect and enhance the historic villages in the County.”

Councillor B. Bonner thanked the Manager for the report.
 The report was NOTED. 

M10/1112
CIVIC AMENITY
 It was proposed Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:

“That this Council congratulates the Manager for the Halloween Initiative of giving each household in the County free access to Ballymount Civic Amenity on Saturday 27th October and acknowledging the vast numbers who used the facility on that day, calls on the Manager to (A) extend the free pass to enter over a weekend instead of just one day, (B) to ensure that the Free Pass is clearly identifiable as such, and (C) in an effort to avoid the large tailback of vehicles, queuing for entry, to consider placement of skips at appropriate locations, outside the Civic Amenity.”

REPORT: 

“The open day at the Civic Amenity once again proved a major success with approximately 2,500 people accessing the site while another 350+ people were given tickets to return before the close of business on Wednesday. Details of tonnages and costs associated with the open day at the facility will be included in the annual Halloween Report that will be circulated to Members.
Given the sheer numbers that presented at the facility on the day a number of issues will need to be address in planning for next year. The options referred to in the motion will be included for consideration in the planning process for Halloween 2013.”

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

During consideration of this item the Mayor indicated that he proposed to suspend Standing Order No. 5 in order to extend the meeting time to complete discussion on this item.  This was AGREED by the Members.
Councillor M. Duff stated that he was pleased with the report and asked management to consider extending the time of the free pass as set out in the motion.

Councillors D. Looney, M. Corr, E. Walsh, J. Hannon, E. Coburn, M. Devine and G. O’Connell spoke on the motion noting that this scheme often introduced residents to the civic amenity for the first time and was a very worthwhile exercise.  Members felt that the literature circulated did not clearly state it was a free pass and this might be made clearer in future years and that the entrance passes be staggered over a number of days to alleviate the traffic problem in the vicinity of the Civic Amenity on just one day.

Members also congratulated management on the Haunted.

Councillor E. Coburn requested details on the tonnage collected versus last years and details of the potential loss of income involved.

Mr. J. Quinlivan, Director of Environment responded to the Members comments and acknowledged the difficulties posed due to the pass being for one day only and stated that the Members suggestions would be taken into account in future years.

Mr. Quinlivan noted that the clean up following Halloween would be completed by the end of the week and a full report including the costs involved would be brought to the December meeting.

 The report was NOTED. 

M18/1112
WASTE COLLECTION CHARGES
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor C. King and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:

“That this Council calls on the Manager to review the policy of sending demands for historical waste collection charges to Primary Schools and Community Centres in the County and to consider in that review the capacity of these schools and centres to pay waste charge invoices that date back in some cases to 2007 and to the distress caused to these financially challenged institutions.”

REPORT: 
“At the time of the sale of the Waste Collection Service the Council was owed a total amount of €682,000 for services delivered to Trade (incl Schools) Waste Customers. In the interim, this outstanding arrears balance has been reduced to €322,000.

This reduction in arrears has been achieved through the efforts of staff of the Environmental Services. At various intervals, copy invoices, statements of accounts and reminder letters have been sent to all account holders in relation to the balances outstanding and contact has been made with those Customers to discuss their circumstances and/or make arrangements to pay arrears by instalment if necessary.

While the Council operated the service a significantly reduced charge applied to schools, charities and similar voluntary organisations that were provided with a waste collection service. Of the total arrears outstanding, almost €17,000 remains outstanding from 13 schools in the County.

In attempting to collect payment for services already delivered to any customer, the Council does consider their capacity to pay and is willing to enter into payment arrangements to reduce the debt over time. Every effort is made to ensure that the debt can be cleared through a payment plan that is affordable however it must be noted that the schools in question availed of the Council’s service at the time, the arrears are legitimate debts and must therefore be paid.

As with any write off of collectable debt, it would be necessary to make a provision as an expenditure item in the Revenue Budget if this figure were to be written off. This would involve identifying funding elsewhere in the budget to fund such expenditure.”
MOTIONS NOT REACHED

 (M11)
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT AND SURVIVAL 

Councillor W. Lavelle
That this Council commends the ongoing programme of ‘Strategic Support towards Business Development and Survival’; and recommends that this council intensify its efforts to more aggressively brand and promote South Dublin County as an attractive location for foreign-direct investment (noting similar strategies by other local authorities), in particular aimed at targeted sectors including in the area of digital services, as set-down in objective 3 of the business support agenda.
(M13)
100 YEAR COMMEMORATION
Councillor E. Walsh

Go ndáilfear an Comhairle seo achoimrí stairiúla dátheangacha atá oiriúnach do dhaltaí scoile,  idir mheánscoileanna agus bhunscoileanna,  ar ábhar na gcuimhneachán tábhachtacha céad bliain atá ag tarlú sna blianta amach romhainn agus go dtabharfar treoir do mhúinteoirí conas  an t-eolas  atá ar fáil sna meáin a úsáid i gceart sa rang scoile.  

That this Council will distribute bilingual historical summaries that are suitable for pupils, both secondary and primary schools, on the subject of the important hundred year commemorations that will occur over the coming years and that guidance will be given to teachers how to use the information available in the media in the classroom correctly.     
(M14)
CYBER AND TEXT BULLYING
Councillor D. Looney
That this Council asks the Library and Community Services Departments, along with other relevant sections of the Council, County Dublin VEC and other interested bodies, to seek to put in place a pilot project to deal with cyber and text bullying amongst children and young people. This pilot would be based in a suitable cluster involving at least one post-primary school, at least one primary school and at least one other relevant organisation such as a youth club or community group. The pilot would seek to utilise the County's Library Services in particular as information hubs to assist parents, schools, youth organisations and young people themselves in dealing with cyber and text bullying, with a view to being extended County-wide into the future.
(M15) 
POSTAL VOTES 

Councillor J. Hannon
That this Council requests the Minister for Environment, Local Govt. and Community to make provision for early and/or postal voting so as to facilitate citizens who, for various reasons, are unable to be physically present at their local polling station on polling day, and that this matter be debated.
(M16)
ROADWORKS 
Councillor M. Devine
That the Manager ensure residents are fully informed of upcoming road works etc. with a schedule of works / advice posted to the relevant households.

(M17)
TAXI BRANDING 

Councillor T. Gilligan
That this Council opposes the new taxi branding signage which will be phased in to Ireland’s taxi fleet from January of next year which will see taxi drivers pay licensed official suppliers to print and fit the branding.


Meeting concluded at 6.45 pm.

Signed:________________________________



Mayor 

Date:__________________________________
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