COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, December 10, 2012

HEADED ITEM NO. 4d) (ii)
Minutes of Arts Culture Gaeilge Education and Libraries SPC held on
12th SEPT 2012

Members:

Cllr P Cosgrave – Chair

Cllr M Devine

Cllr A M Dermody

Cllr M Duff

Cllr J Hannon

Cllr G O’Connell

Sectoral

Dympna Quinn

Lyuba Moore

Officials:

Philip Murphy, Director of Service

Georgina Byrne, County Librarian

Mary Maguire, SEO

Guest:

Ms. Alwiye Xyusein, AKIDWA

Item 1
Confirmation of May 2012 Meeting held on May  2012

The minutes of the last meeting were proposed by Cllr Cosgrave and seconded by Cllr Duff

Item 2
Presentation from  AKIDWA 

Chair Councillor Paddy Cosgrave welcomed Ms Alwiye Xyusein from AKIDWA to the meeting.
Ms Xyusein’s presentation focused on:

· Background to establishment of the charitable organisation- to address racism, isolation and GBV

· Membership numbers and origins

· Staffing levels and funding

· Values of the organisation

· 4 Key Strategies and focus of work programme

· Specific work in relation to FGM

· Challenges facing the organisation

Cllr Cosgrave thanked Ms Xyusein for the presentation and a discussion ensued with specific reference to the following

· Laudable cause of AKIDWA in times when gender balance is a topical issue, including level of political representation

· History of injustices towards women in Ireland particularly in  gynaecological area

· Integration and use / lack of use by African women of women’s’ refuges as a direct consequence of current Welfare system 

· Health problems, particularly mental health issues associated primarily with long-term impact of FGM 

Following the discussion Cllr Cosgrave committed to making representation  in relation to the issues raised to his TD and asked other members to do likewise.

Item 3
Update on South Dublin County Library Development Plan 

County Librarian Ms Georgina Byrne delivered a presentation on progress with advancing the new Library Development Plan 
The presentation focused on:

· Statutory basis for the plan 

· Work undertaken to date

· Significant achievements of previous 2007-2011 plan

· 8 Strands of the new framework

· Outline of Library membership mapping

· Roadmaps to service delivery - Demographic and socio-economic trends 

· Haase Deprivation Index

· Core strands and crosscutting themes

· Challenges and vision incl bridging an infrastructural deficit

Cllr Cosgrave thanked Ms Byrne for the presentation and a discussion ensued with specific reference to the following

· Implications of increasing demand for eBooks versus traditional requirements for  hard copy book 

· Copy of draft plan to be made available and to be discussed at Area Level

· Palmerston – Acknowledging Stewarts Hospital but disappointment that Palmerston Digital Hub has moved into 3rd position

Ms Byrne and Mr Murphy responded to the issues raised as follws:

· It was agreed to circulate a copy of the draft plan to all Councillors as the formal / statutory process will require resolution of full Council at Council Meeting.

· While eBooks are on the increase for recreational use (holidays/ travel) studies show that demand for traditional paper books continue.

· Digital Hub for Palmerston can be progressed and the County Librarian agreed to meet with Cllr O’Connell to look towards use of the local community centre    

· Deliberate and targeted efforts are being made to secure the necessary funding to deliver the objectives of the plan.    

Cllr Cosgrave thanked Ms Byrne for the presentation and wished the Library service continued success.

It was NOTED that the South Dublin Library Development Plan 2012-2016 would now be submitted as a Headed Item to the next Council meeting for approval.

Item 4
Update on Red Line Book Festival 

County Librarian Ms. Georgina Byrne presented details of the forthcoming festival with focus on the following:

· Key Dates 

· What the festival us about

· Participating authors

· Venues

· Summary of What’s On

· TEDX

· Marketing the event(s)

Cllr Cosgrave and members of the committee thanked Ms Byrne for the presentation and wished her well with this new initiative.

Item 5
AOB

· Mr Philip Murphy confirmed next meeting date: Tuesday 13th  November 2012 @ 5.30pm.

· Before the meeting closed Cllr Cosgrave formally welcomed Lyuba Moore to her first meeting and extended his thanks and best wished to John Conroy who recently tendered his resignation from the SPC

· It was agreed that a presentation on the Harambee Education Fund (Voluntary Organisation providing educational scholarships to children living in slums of Nairobi, Kenya) will be delivered at the next SPC meeting by Brian MacCormack)
