COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 8th October 2012


PRESENT
	Councillors
	Councillors

	Bond, C.
	Jones, C.

	Bonner, B.
	Kearns, P.

	Brophy, C.
	Kenny, G.

	Coburn, E.
	King, C.

	Corr, M.
	Lahart, J.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lavelle, W.

	Delaney, T.
	Lawlor, B.

	Dermody A-M.
	Looney, D.

	Devine, M.
	McDonagh, M.

	Duff, M.
	O’Connell, G.

	Gilligan, T.
	Ridge, T.

	Hannon, J.
	Tuffy, E.

	Higgins, E.
	Walsh, E.


OFFICIALS PRESENT
	County Manager
	P. Poole 

	Directors / Heads of Function


	C. Henehan, P. Murphy, T. Walsh,

B. Coman, F. Nevin, J. Quinlivan, 
T. Kavanagh

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Maguire, E. O’Gorman, Y. Dervan, 
M. Fagan, L. Leonard

	County Architect 
	E. Conroy

	County Librarian
	G. Byrne

	Senior Parks Superintendent 
	B. Sheehan

	Senior Engineer
	D. Finch, J. McLoughlin

	Childrens Services Co-ordinator 
	M. Donohoe

	Administrative Officer
	E. Leech

	A/Administrative Officer
	M. O’Neill

	A/Staff Officer 
	B. Gorman

	IT
	C. Whelan

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne


H1/1012
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 10th September 2012 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Devine.
H2a)/1012
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE - 11th SEPTEMBER 2012 DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H2b)/1012  
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE - 19th SEPTEMBER 2012, DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY, (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003 has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	Agf755
	Brookfield Music Club
	Grant towards the cost of music equipment for this new club 
	29/6/2012
	€600


            It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff and seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report.”

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Clondalkin Area Committee (1) – 19th September 2012 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2c)/1012  
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - JOINT TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) & TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) -   24th  SEPTEMBER 2012 - DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), HOUSING, ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-
	 Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF2114
	Knockmitten Youth & Community Centre
	Projects & Community Activities towards the cost of hosting a Family Day
	18/06/12
	€500


It was proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and RESOLVED:-

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE payment of the Community Grant as recommended in the foregoing report.”

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Tallaght Area Committee (1) – 24th September 2012 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2d)/1012  
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES -  LUCAN AREA COMMITTEE - 25th SEPTEMBER 2012 - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES,  COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS)  HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF2106
	Esker Amateur Boxing Club
	Major Equipment Grant
	11/05/12
	€1,500

	GF2117
	Hermitage Park Residents Association
	Environmental Improvements Grant
	05/07/12
	€200

	GF2124
	Woodville Downs Residents Association
	Environmental Improvements Grant
	09/08/12
	€100


It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor E. Higgins and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the Grants as recommended in the foregoing report.”

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy and RESOLVED:  

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Lucan Area Committee (1) – 25th September 2012 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H3a)/1012
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE - DRAFT CALENDAR OF MEETING DATES
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The following Draft Calendar of Meeting dates was APPROVED by the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 20th September 2012:

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 05/11
	Environment Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	03/10/2012

Business to Director  of Environmental Services 

	Tues. 06/11
	
	
	

	Wed. 07/11
	Economic Development Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	05/10/2012

Business to Director of  Land Use, Economic & Transport Planning 

	Thurs. 08/11
	Transportation Strategic Policy Committee
	
	08/10/2012

Business to Director of Roads & Water Services

	Fri.09/11
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 12/11
	CPG Meeting 

County Council Meeting 
	12.30 pm - 2.00 pm

 3.30 pm - 6.30 pm
	30/10/2012

Business to SEO Corporate Services 

	Tues. 13/11
	Rathfarnham Area Committee

Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services, *Planning, Development 

Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education & Libraries Strategic Policy Committee
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm

5.30 pm - 7.00 pm


	31/10/2012

Business to SEO Roads & Water Services 

11/10/2012

Business to Director of Corporate, Human Resources & Library Services 

	Wed. 14/11
	Sport, Recreation, Community Development & Parks Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	12/10/2012

Business to Director of Housing, Social & Community Services 

	Thurs. 15/11
	
	
	

	Fri. 16/11
	
	
	





*Planning file requests to be received by 07/11/2012

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 19/11
	1st CPG Budget Meeting 
	12.30 pm - 2.30 pm
	

	Tues. 20/11
	
	
	

	Wed. 21/11
	Clondalkin Area Committee 

*Planning, Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm
	08/11/2012

Business to SEO Planning Department 

	Thurs. 22/11


	Traffic Management Meeting  

· Lucan

· Rathfarnham

· Clondalkin 

Organisation, Procedure & Finance Committee 

(in committee)
	2.00 pm - 2.30 pm

2.30 pm - 3.00 pm

3.00 pm - 3.30 pm

3.30 pm - 5.30 pm
	09/11/2012

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Fri. 23/11
	Joint Policing Committee
	3.00 pm - 5.00 pm
	


 *Planning File Requests to be received by15/11/12

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 26/11
	Tallaght Traffic Management Meeting 

Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Environment, Parks, Community, Housing   
       &

Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads & Water Services, *Planning, Development, Corporate Services & Libraries 

Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee
	2.30 pm - 3.00 pm

3.00 pm - 5.30 pm

5.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	13/11/2012

Business to SEO Housing Department 

24/10/2012

Business to Director of Housing, Social & Community

Development

	Tues. 27/11
	Lucan Area Committee

**Planning, Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm
	14/11/2012

Business to SEO Roads & Water Services

	Wed. 28/11
	Deputations
	2.00 pm - 6.00 pm
	

	Thurs. 29/11
	
	
	

	Fri. 30/11
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 20/11/2012

** Planning File requests to be received by 21/11/2012

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 03/12
	2nd CPG Budget Meeting 
	12.30 pm – 2.30 pm
	

	Tues. 04/12
	
	
	

	Wed. 05/12
	 
	
	

	Thurs. 06/12
	
	
	

	Fri. 07/12
	Special Budget Organisation, Procedure & Finance  Meeting 
	3.30 pm - 5.30 pm
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 10/12
	CPG Meeting 

County Council Meeting
	12.30 pm - 2.00 pm

3.30 pm - 6.30 pm
	27/11/2012

Business to SEO Corporate Services 

	Tues. 11/12
	
	
	

	Wed. 12/12
	Audit Committee

Rathfarnham Area Committee

Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services, *Planning, Development
	8.00 am - 9.30 am

3.00 pm - 5.30 pm
	28/11/2012

Business to SEO Roads & Water Services 

	Thurs. 13/12
	
	
	

	Fri. 14/12


	Tallaght Area Committee(1)
Environment, Parks, Community & Housing       
 &

Tallaght Area Committee(2)
Roads, *Planning, Development, Corporate Services & Libraries 
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm
	03/12/2012

Business to SEO Housing Department 




*Planning File requests to be received by 07/12/2012

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 17/12


	Statutory Annual Budget  Meeting
	3.30 pm - 
	

	Tues. 18/12


	Lucan Area Committee

*Planning, Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services

Adjourned Annual Budget Meeting
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm

5.30 pm -


	05/12/2012 

Business to SEO Roads & Water Services 

	Wed. 19/12
	Clondalkin Area Committee

**Planning, Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm
	06/12/2012

Business to SEO Development, Economic & Transport Planning Department

	Thurs. 20/12
	
	
	

	Fri. 21/12
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 12/12/2012

**Planning file requests to be received by 13/12/2012

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 24/12
	CHRISTMAS EVE
	
	

	Tues. 25/12
	CHRISTMAS DAY
	
	

	Wed. 26/12
	ST. STEPHENS DAY 
	
	

	Thurs. 27/12
	
	
	

	Fri. 28/12
	
	
	


NOTES:

· Presentation by Principal Officer of the Reception & Integration Agency, Mr. 

Noel Dowling on Direct Provision Accommodation - Nov. OP&F 22/11.

· Tallaght ACM (1 & 2) to take place on Friday 14/12 (usually 4th Mon.)

· Lucan ACM to take place on Tuesday 18/12 (usually 4th Tues.)

· The Statutory Annual Budget Meeting is now scheduled for Monday 17/12

· Adjourned Budget Meeting (if required)  is scheduled for Tuesday 18/12” 
Director of Corporate, Human Resources & Library Services, Mr. P. Murphy, highlighted a number of changes to the calendar which were recommended at the September O. P. & F. meeting paying particular to the following:

· Audit Committee meetings changed to 2nd Wednesday – Wed 12th Dec 2012

· Presentation by Principal Officer of the Reception & Integration Agency, Mr. 

Noel Dowling on Direct Provision Accommodation - Nov. OP&F 22/11.

· Tallaght ACM (1 & 2) to take place on Friday 14/12 (usually 4th Mon.)

· Lucan ACM to take place on Tuesday 18/12 (usually 4th Tues.)

· The Statutory Annual Budget Meeting is now scheduled for Monday 17/12

· Adjourned Budget Meeting (if required)  is scheduled for Tuesday 18/12 
The Calendar was APPROVED on the proposition of Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Duff.
H3b)/1012
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE - REPORT ON CONFERENCES
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The following report was APPROVED at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 20th September 2012.

 “Section 142 (5) of Local Government Act 2001 provides for the authorization of Members’ attendance at conferences both home and abroad. 

Listed below are conferences which have been notified to South Dublin County Council and whose appropriateness has been vetted by the members’ working group in accordance with Circ. Letter 02/10.

Members who have expressed an interest in attending these conferences are also listed:

	Conference
	Host
	Venue
	Date
	Councillors

Attending
	Fee

	Constitutional & Political Reform & The Councillor
	Superior Training 
	Carlton Mill Race Hotel,

Bunclody,

Co. Wexford 
	5 th - 6 th  September 

2012
	
	€100

	Kennedy Summer School
	JFK Trust  
	St. Michaels Theatre,

New Ross,

Co. Wexford 
	6 th - 8 th September

2012
	Cllr. J. Lahart 
	€49 early bird fee, €99 later for all events plus dinner 

	Development initiatives for your community
	Esperanza

Enterprises 
	Westport Plaza Hotel, 

Castlebar Street, 

Westport, Co. Mayo
	7th - 8 th September

2012
	
	€150

	Consultation on Local Government Reforms
	Kadenza Consultancies
	Silver Tassie Hotel, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal
	7 th - 9 th September

2012

 
	
	€145

	AMAI Centenary Annual Conference
	Association of 

Municipal Authorities

of  Ireland
	Shearwater Hotel, Ballinasloe,

Co. Galway
	13 th -15 th September

2012
	
	€175

	Revenue Collection and dealing with difficult debt
	Esperanza 

Enterprises
	Manor West Hotel, 

Killarney Road, 

Tralee, Co. Kerry
	21st - 22nd September

2012 
	
	€150

	2nd Smart Cities Summit 

The Next Step

Moving Vision to Reality
	I Quest
	Croke Park
	25 th September

2012 
	
	Early Bird before 

August 29th  

€362.85,

After August 29th  €430

	Autumn Education and  Training Seminar
	Local Authority 

Members Association 
	Mount Errigal Hotel,

Ballyraine,

Letterkenny,

Co. Donegal
	28 th - 29 th September 

2012
	
	€150

	La Touche Legacy

Local Democracy Myth or Reality
	Greystones Town  Council and Ards Borough Council
	Charlsland Golf and Country Club Hotel,

Greystones,

Co. Wicklow 
	28 th -30 th September 

2012
	
	€150

	Constitutional & Political Reform & The Councillor
	 Superior Training  


	Carlton Millrace Hotel, Bunclody, Co. Wexford
	5 th - 6 th October 

2012
	
	€100

	Connect Education Conference.

Theme: The Future is not what it used to be
	Connect Education and Children Services
	Dublin West Education Centre, I.T. Tallaght, Belgard Rd.
	11th October 2012

9.00 am -1.00 pm


	
	No Fee 

	Gathering for the Business of Fun
	Association of Irish Festival Events
	Shearwater Hotel, Ballinasloe,

Co. Galway
	8 th - 9 th November

2012
	
	Thurs. €245

Fri. €245

Both Days €365


The following table shows Members’ attendance at conferences home from 24th May to date:

Home Conferences attended 2012

	Conference
	Host
	Venue
	Date
	Attended By
	Fee

	Reducing Irelands Dependence on Fossil Fuels
	Esperanza Enterprises 
	Manor West Hotel, Tralee,

Co. Kerry
	25th - 26th  May 2012
	Cllr. B. Lawlor

Cllr. T. Gilligan
	€150

	Building Regulations Control Conference
	Esperanza Enterprises
	Westport Plaza Hotel, Westport,

Co. Mayo
	29th -30th  June 2012
	Cllr. T. Ridge

Cllr. B. Lawlor
	€150

	Local Authority Housing Conference
	Esperanza Enterprises
	Kings Valley Hotel, Galway
	12th -13th July 2012
	Cllr. T. Ridge 
	€150

	Magill Summer School
	MacGill Summer School
	Glenties,

Co. Donegal
	22nd - 27th July 2012
	Cllr T. Gilligan 
	€100



	Local Government Auditing Conference
	Esperanza Enterprises
	The Kingsvalley Hotel, 

Merlin Park,

Dublin Road,

Galway City. 
	3rd - 4th  August 2012
	Cllr. Ridge 
	€150

	Merriman Summer School
	Cumann Merriman
	Lisdoonvarna, Co. Clare
	15th - 19th Aug. 2012
	Cllr. T. Gilligan
	€130


As authorisation under this section is a reserved function Members are required to pass the following resolution:

“In accordance with Section 142 (5) of the Local Government Act, 2001 attendance by Members at the Conferences / Seminars outlined in the report is hereby authorized.”
Attendances at Conferences and Seminars were APPROVED on the proposition of Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns.
H4a)/1012
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT (INCL. PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT) STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE
(i)  Report of Meeting 4th September 2012

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Attended

	Cllr  E Tuffy
	Mr S Giblin

	Cllr  T Gilligan
	Cllr E Coburn

	Cllr  M Corr
	Cllr C King

	Cllr P Kearns
	

	Cllr  C Brophy
	

	Mr G Robinson
	

	Mr N Durkin
	


Officials present:

Mr F Nevin – Director of Service


Mr P Hogan – Senior Planner


Ms E Colgan – Senior Staff Officer


Ms M Heffernan – Assistant Staff Officer

Apologies:  Cllr G O Connell, Mr D Anderson, Mr J Kearns, Cllr W Lavelle.

Cllr Tuffy welcomed Cllr Kearns as Chairperson of the SPC and thanked his colleagues for electing him in 2004 & 2009 and also thanked the Manager and officials with whom he worked.  Cllr Kearns responded thanking Cllr Tuffy for his kind words.
	Headed Item 1
Confirmation and Re-affirmation of Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting of Economic Development SPC on 9th May 2012 were 
proposed by Cllr Brophy and seconded by Cllr Coburn and agreed.


	Headed Item 2  -  Report on proposed Development Contribution Scheme; 

(2a)  Report on Draft Development Contribution Scheme 2013 – 20152b) 

(2b)  Deloitte & Touche Consultation Report

F Nevin presented report and recommended that it be brought to the September Council meeting. FN thanked Cllr Tuffy & his colleagues on the Working Group for all their 
contributions.  

Presentation of report was made by FN who outlined the core recommendations and 
timescale involved.  

P Hogan presented S 48 Draft Development Contribution Scheme and outlined the changes.  Following contributions form Cllrs Coburn, Tuffy, Brophy, Corr, Kearns and G Robinson, 
F Nevin responded to queries raised and it  was agreed that additional time was needed to consider the scheme and it was suggested that it be brought to the OP & F meeting for 
further discussion and then for full consideration at the October Co Co meeting.  

FN suggested that the matter be brought by way of information to Council meeting on 
Monday and for briefing Members at the next OP & F meeting.  Cllr Corr suggested an 
email be sent to Members. FN agreed same.  



	

	Headed Item 3  -  Draft Guidelines on Development Contribution Schemes
Report on draft Guidelines on Development Contribution Scheme

Headed Item 4
DOE Guidelines on DCS

Report noted

FN presented report and also stated before Council for consideration next week. And outlined the points members may wish to consider before formulating a submission.  

Following contributions from Cllrs Corr, Brophy, Coburn, Kearns and N Durkan F Nevin responded to queries raised and highlighted the short time frame.  It was agreed that a draft submission be drawn up by the members to be discussed at the next CPG meeting and noted that the Construction Industry would be making their own submission.  



	

	

	Headed Item 5

AOB

Meeting concluded at 6.40pm”


The report was NOTED.  
(ii) Minutes of Meeting 8th May 2012

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Attended

	Cllr M Devine
	Cllr W Lavelle

	Cllr E Coburn
	Cllr C Jones

	Cllr T Gilligan
	Cllr M Corr

	Cllr C King
	

	Cllr E Tuffy
	

	Mr G Robinson
	

	Mr D Anderson
	


Officials present:


Mr F Nevin – Director of Service


Mr C Ryan – Senior Planner


Mr P Hogan – Senior Planner


Dr Rosaleen Dwyer – Heritage Officer


Mr T Shanahan – Administrative Officer

Apologies:  Cllr G O Connell

	Headed Item 1
Confirmation and Re-affirmation of Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting of Economic Development SPC on 15th February 2012 were proposed by Cllr E Tuffy and seconded by Cllr C King and agreed.
It was agreed to defer item 2 on the agenda.

	Headed Item 2
Update on Business Support Programme; (2a)  Report on Traditional Urban Centres Working Group
Colin Ryan delivered a report on the above in particular the function that Tidy Towns could serve in achieving the objectives of the group. Details of historical walks for both Lucan and Rathfarnham villages were presented. 

Frank Nevin advised of the establishment of Cross Dept Group to progress objectives of the working group. In this regard Lucan Village will be a pilot area for this group. Cllrs Lavelle and Tuffy have circulated suggested attendees for a workshop. Further details, dates and attendees are to be agreed. 

Cllrs Lavelle, Cllr Jones and Donnie Anderson raised the issue of signage/littering.

Contributions were also made by Cllr Tuffy and G Robinson who suggested that a presentation to the Chamber of Commerce Business to Business Forum in Lucan area might be appropriate to promote the efforts of the Working Group and gain support for their actions. 

Contributions were also made by Cllr E Coburn and Cllr M Devine. 
(2b) Report on Economic Policy Working Group
Frank Nevin presented a report on the above. He advised the meeting that the Council are awaiting final consultants report on the review of the Section 48 Development Contributions Scheme but that in the absence of same the Working Group should meet to consider exemptions and reductions under the scheme. 

Following a question from Cllr Lavelle, Frank Nevin confirmed that the indicative timescale of the adoption of a new contribution scheme by the end of 2012 is still the objective. 

Date agreed for Working Group of 8.30 on Wed 30th May to consider draft exemptions and reductions under the scheme. 

	

	Headed Item 3: Update on the Business Support Programme
(a)  Business Support
F. Nevin delivered update on Business Support Programme advising report is amended/shortened version but that historical info is available on CMAS for earlier reports. 
The report addressed items b)-d). 
(b)  Energy update
(c)  IEN activity
(d)  Item referred from March Council Meeting
The motion in question was discussed and the report provided at the Council meeting presented to the committee. 
Cllr Lavelle raised matters relating to the motion in particular to actions that could be taken to support entrepreneurs and small scale start up businesses. 
Cllr Tuffy supported the motion and suggested that the intentions of the motion be referred to the Economic Policy Working Group. 
Frank Nevin welcomed the suggestion and it was agreed that items below form part of the agenda for the working group meeting on 30th May.
 - IEN/IEZ
 - Identification of meeting spaces in county for IEN. 

	

	

	Headed Item 4
Submission on the National Children's Hospital
Paul Hogan delivered a presentation on the Councils submission and F Nevin gave an update on the matter advising that the National Childrens Hospital Review Group will refer their recommendation to the Minister on 24th May for decision. 
Contributions and approval for the bid followed from Cllr C King, Cllr M Devine, Cllr E Tuffy, G Robinson, Cllr E Coburn, Donnie Anderson. 

	Headed Item 5

The County Biodiversity Action Plan
Dr Rosaleen Dwyer presented the County Biodiversity Action Plan to the Committee. 
Contributions and questions followed from Donnie Anderson, Cllr Maire Devine, Cllr Eamon Tuffy, Cllr Emma Coburn and Cllr William Lavelle and were addressed by Dr Dwyer. 

	Headed Item 6
Joint Economic Development & Transportation SPC  Report
Frank Nevin presented the report of the Joint SPC above and advised that the Working Group is to meet to further consider the matter at its next meeting on 22nd May. 

	Headed Item 7

AOB

	It was agreed to extend the duration of the meeting. The meeting ended at 19.15.”


The report was NOTED.

H4b)/1012  
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - SPORTS, RECREATION, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & PARKS STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE
(i)  Report of Meeting 5th September 2012

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Attendance
	Members
	Officials

	Cllr Cathal King
	B. Coman  Director of Housing, Social  & Community Development

	Cllr T. Ridge
	B. Sheehan, Senior Parks Superintendent

	Cllr P. Cosgrave
	M. Hannon Senior Executive Parks Superintendent

	Cllr. D. Looney
	T. McDermott  Local Sports Partnership Coordinator

	Cllr. B. Lawlor
	P. Swayne, Sport & Recreation Officer

	Cllr. M. McDonagh 
	G. McGibbon South Dublin County Tourism Manager

	Cllr. T. Delaney
	D. Bowes Administrative Officer, Community Services Dept

	C. Johnston
	

	C. McCartney
	

	S. Reid
	

	J. Coughlan
	


An Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Cathal King presided.

1. Confirmation of Minutes

The Minutes of previous meeting held on 30th May 2012 were proposed by Councillor B. Lawlor and seconded by Councillor T. Ridge 

2. Matters Arising  - none

3. Play Policy – Smoking Ban and Playground Construction Programme
M. Hannon Senior Executive Parks Superintendent gave a report  on Play Policy; Smoking ban in Parks and Playground Construction Programme, B. Coman informed the meeting that this was an update on the construction programme element of the policy presented previously. A discussion ensued regarding different aspects including funding to which Cllrs Ridge, McDonagh, Cosgrave and Looney and C. McCartney contributed. M. Hannon and B. Sheehan responded to the various issues raised.

The proposed construction programme as presented was agreed and noted that the programme is subject to available funding. 
4. Ramble Aid Presentation 
T. Mc Dermot gave a presentation on Ramble Aid providing details of all 5km runs which are scheduled to take place in Parks during September.  Cllrs King, Mc Donagh, Cosgrave and S. Reid commended this initiative.

5. Review of Play Day 

P. Swayne, Sport & Recreation Officer gave a presentation on the National Play Day 2012, organised by Sport & Recreation Office, which was held in Corkagh Park on 30th June 2012. Cllr C. King commended all involved in the very successful Play Day and all concurred. 

6. The Gathering 2013

G. McGibbon South Dublin County Tourism gave a Presentation and Brief on the Gathering 2013 highlighting all the venues and events which are planned - funding requirement €400k.  Cllrs King, Looney, Cosgrave, McDonagh and, C. McCartney congratulated Gail on her interesting and detailed presentation raising a number of queries to which she responded. 

7. A.O. B.

There was no business under this heading.

The meeting concluded at 7.10pm.”
The report was NOTED. 
(ii) Minutes of Meeting 30th May 2012

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“PRESENT
	Members
	Council Officials

	Cllr  C. King
	B. Coman  Director  of  Housing, Social &  Community Development

	Cllr T. Ridge
	W. Sheils  Senior  Executive Officer  Community Services

	Cllr P. Cosgrave
	M. Hannon Senior Executive  Parks Superintendent

	Cllr B. Lawlor
	A. Silke Sport  & Recreation Officer

	Cllr M. Duff
	P. Swayne Sport & Recreation Officer

	Cllr G. Kenny
	J. Morrissey  Area Community Officer

	Cllr E. Higgins
	 

	C. McCartney
	 

	C. Johnston
	 


An Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Cathal King presided.

1. The  Minutes  of  previous meeting held on  8th February 2012 were proposed by Councillor  C. King  seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave

2.
Matters Arising   - none

3.
Rosaleen Dwyer, Heritage Officer. South Dublin County Council gave a presentation on  Bio Diversity Action Plan.  Cllr P. Cosgrave and C. McCartney congratulated Rosaleen on her interesting and detailed presentation.


4.
J. Morrissey, Area Community Officer gave a Presentation on the current review of Community Grants Scheme. He noted that a sub group was formed consisting of Community staff, Councillors and non elected members of the SPC.  A series of meetings were held following which consensus was reached with regard to amendment of the scheme. Link to final draft
Some of the highlighted changes are:

1. Employment Grants - wording changed to accommodate flexibility and a 
strict closing date applied to ensure best management of financial 
resources. 

2. Monetary values were changed in some grant categories in line with a 
review of grant applications  received in  previous years 

3. New Requirement from Revenue included - Non Profit Organisations must 
register for tax reference number with Revenue in order to receive 
payments of approved grants 

4. Some grant categories where amalgamated under other category 
headings

  

Link to grants review with edits
A discussion ensued to which   C McCartney, C. Johnson, B. Coman and Cllrs B. Lawlor, T. Ridge, P. Cosgrave and M. Duff contributed.  J. Morrissey, B. Coman and W. Sheils responded to all questions.

The Committee accepted the proposed scheme and agreed to recommend the Revised Community Grant Scheme for approval to the Council.

1. P. Swayne, A. Silke and M. Hannon gave a presentation on the Play policy   review the members congratulated all involved in this review. C .King, E. Higgins, C. Johnson, P. Cosgrave and C. McCartney contributed to the discussion while P. Swayne and M. Hannon responded to questions  Play policy review feedback
The Committee accepted the proposed review and agreed to recommend the Revised Play Policy for approval to the Council.

There have been some amendments to the original objectives and actions;

Objective 2 - Action 5 has been removed

The wording has been amended in

Objective 4 

Objective 5 - Action 9

The areas of responsibility have been amended to:

Objective 2 - Action 4

Objective 3 - Action 6 

Objective 6 - Action 10
          
Proposed Amendments
1)         Objective 1 

“Facilitate and support the provision of appropriate, accessible and safe playgrounds and play areas for young people in South Dublin County”

Action no 2      

Preparation of 5 year Parks Works Programme for developing and implementing playgrounds and play spaces within regional and neighbourhood parks.

2)      Objective 2 
“Encourage the active involvement of communities and consultations with young people in the planning, design and development of playgrounds and play areas.”

Action no 3      

Actively consult with young people in the locality of any planned play facility in existing residential areas.

Recommendation:
Develop community consultation guidelines.

3)         Objective 2 Action 4     

Undertake regular review of aims and objectives of County Play Policy.

Recommendation:
Responsibility will now be of the Council and Sports Recreation Community and Parks SPC and remove Comhairle Na nÓg consultation process

4)         Objective 2 

Action no 5      

The voluntary, community and private sectors will be encouraged to engage with children in the development of play facilities and play policies.

Recommendation:
This action is to be removed from the policy due to repetition. Any sector developing play facilities would work in partnership with the council, therefore Action 1 will suffice

5)         Objective 3
“Ensure that provision of playgrounds and play areas shall be based on the needs of the community and that the provision of any facilities shall serve the common good of the community.”

Action no 6 

Carry out an assessment, to include disability access, of play facilities in the county, identifying the level, range and standard of public and community play facilities available to children of all ages, and advertise the availability of these facilities

Responsibility for this action has been amended to a partnership between the Council and the South Dublin County Development Board.

The South Dublin CDB is not in a position to implement this action without the assistance of the Council.

Recommendation:
Review current provision of play opportunities. Promote “Play” within the county.

6)         Objective 4 
“Outline a framework for the future roles and responsibilities for the local authorities, the community and other bodies in the development and management of public playgrounds and play areas.”

Recommendation:
The word “development” is to be removed from this objective having regard to the current economic climate but can be reviewed.

7)         Objective 5
Wording has changed in this objective to now read;

Support and enable local communities who wish to maximize opportunities for play provision by providing guidance on location and access, equipment and safety, the landscape and amenities, maintenance and supervision

Recommendation
This is changed to encourage the local community to take responsibility.

8)         Objective 6
“Raise the awareness of play within the local authority, other relevant agencies and the wider community.”

Action 10
Area of responsibility has been amended to include the Council. 

Recommendation
Encourage the Boards of Management of schools to highlight the value of play and enhanced opportunities for play as part of their overall school plan. Area of responsibility has been amended to include the Council

9)         Objective 6 – Action 11 & 12
“Play” will temporarily be the responsibility of the sports office as there will be no appointment of a play officer due to the employment embargo.

Recommendation

Recommendation:
“Play” will temporarily be the responsibility of the sports office as there will be no appointment of a play officer due to the employment embargo.

“Developing Play” in South Dublin County 2006 – 2009 was very specific to the provision of playgrounds and play areas.  During the review this was addressed on many levels and the wording although remains the same, the interpretation of “Play” is now to be used in its widest form and not just a physical structure of a Playground.

6.        A.O.B

There was no business under this heading.

Meeting concluded at 6.55 pm.”

The report was NOTED.

H4c)/1012  
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - TRANSPORTATION STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE
(i)  Report of Meeting 6th September 2012

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Present:

 Elected Members:
Councillor C. Brophy





Councillor E. Coburn





Councillor P. Cosgrave

Councillor A.M. Dermody

Councillor E. Tuffy 


Council Officials: 
Mr. T O’Grady, Senior Engineer.

Mr. A, O’Mullane, Senior Executive Engineer

  Guests:
Mr. T Newton

Apologies for inability to attend were received from Cllr. E. Higgins, Cllr J. Lahart, Cllr W. Lavelle, Cllr T. Ridge, Mr. K. Farrell, Ms. N. Maher and Mr. M. Moran.

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Brophy presided.

1.
Confirmation of Minutes

On the proposal of Mr. Tom Newton, seconded by Cllr. E. Tuffy, the Minutes of the meeting of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 17th May 2012 were CONFIRMED and APPROVED as a true record and signed by the Cathaoirleach.

2. Update on Intelligent Transport System.

A Report was presented by Mr. Scott Fennelly (I.T.S. Ireland)

The Councillors welcomed presentation and Cllr P. Cosgrave asked that ITS Ireland come back after their planned conference with an update, other queries raised were responded to by Mr. Scott Fennelly.

3. European Mobility Week 16-22nd September 2012

Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer updated the members on Mobility Week giving the background to the initiative and an update on events and activities planned during the course of the week. 

Following contributions from Mr. T. Newton, Cllr. C. Brophy, Cllr A.M. Dermody Mr. O’Grady responded and the report was NOTED.
4. Salt Bin Policy for Residential Areas

Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer presented a report on the Salt Bin Pilot Scheme for Residential Areas.

Following contributions from Cllr. P. Cosgrave and Cllr. C. Brophy the committee recommended that 2 Bins extra per Electoral Area be provided at locations to be agreed at Area Committee meetings.

Mr. O’Grady responded and advised members that he would proceed on this basis and would bring suggested locations to each Area Committee for agreement.

5.
A.O.B.
a) The members requested that an item on HGV ban be included on the agenda for the next SPC


b) Mr. T. Newton requested that the RPA be asked to outline the position regarding the Fox & Geese Stop.


The meeting concluded at 6.50 p.m.”

The report was NOTED.

(ii) Minutes of Meeting 17th May 2012

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“Present:
  Elected Members:
Councillor E. Coburn





Councillor P. Cosgrave

Councillor A.M. Dermody

Councillor E. Higgins

Councillor J. Lahart

Councillor T. Ridge

Councillor E. Tuffy 

Council Officials: 
Ms. T. Walsh, Director of Roads and Water Services

Mr. T O’Grady, Senior Engineer.

Ms. Laura Leonard, Senior Executive Office Roads and Water Services

Guests:
Mr. T Newton

Apologies for inability to attend were received from Cllr. C. Brophy, Cllr. C. Jones, Cllr. William Lavelle.

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor E. Coburn presided.

1.
Confirmation of Minutes

On the proposal of Cllr. E. Coburn, seconded by Cllr. E. Tuffy, the Minutes of the meeting of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 23rd February 2012 were CONFIRMED and APPROVED as a true record and signed by the Cathaoirleach.

2.
Report of Joint Transportation & Economic Development SPC Meeting 2nd May 2012.

The Report was Noted.
3.

Bike Week 2012 Update

Ms. L. Leonard gave a presentation outlining the background to and the schedule of events for Bike Week 2012.
Following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrove, A.M. Dermody and E. Higgins, Ms. L. Leonard responded to the queries raised. 
4.

Report on SPC Work Programme

Ms. Teresa Walsh, Director of Services presented a report on the item and briefed members on the suggested topics contained therein. 

The report was welcomed by members and following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrove, E. Higgins, E. Tuffy and T. Ridge, Ms. T. Walsh, Director of Services responded to the queries raised. The Report was NOTED and the topics listed will form the basis of the agendae for future Strategic Policy Committee meetings.

5.
Presentation by Tom Newton on Public Transport

Mr. Newton outlined his Modern Efficient Transport Plan (MET) and following his detailed presentation the Cathaoirleach invited questions from members.

Councillors welcomed the presentation and questions were raised by Councillors P. Cosgrave, E. Tuffy, E. Higgins and T. Ridge

Mr. Newton responded to the questions raised.

Ms. T. Walsh thanked Mr. Newton for the presentation and indicated that she will bring it to the attention of the Councils Planning Department. 

6.  
A.O.B. 

It was agreed to add Traffic Calming to the list of topic for future discussion at Strategic Policy Committee Meetings. 

The meeting concluded at 7.00 p.m.

_______________                              _______________
Councillor E. Coburn                            Date
Cathaoirleach”
The report was NOTED.
H4d)/1012 
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES -  ARTS, CULTURE, GAEILGE, EDUCATION & LIBRARIES STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE
(i)  Report of Meeting 11th September 2012

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Members:

Cllr P Cosgrave – Chair

Cllr M Devine

Cllr A M Dermody

Cllr M Duff

Cllr J Hannon

Cllr G O’Connell

Sectoral

Dympna Quinn

Lyuba Moore

Officials:

Philip Murphy, Director of Service

Georgina Byrne, County Librarian

Mary Maguire, SEO

Guest:

Ms. Alwiye Xyusein, AKIDWA

Item 1
Confirmation of May 2012 Meeting held on May 2012

The minutes of the last meeting were proposed by Cllr Cosgrave and seconded by Cllr Duff

Item 2
Presentation from AKIDWA 

Chair Councillor Paddy Cosgrave welcomed Ms Alwiye Xyusein from AKIDWA to the meeting.

Ms Xyusein’s presentation focused on:

· Background to establishment of the charitable organisation- to address 
racism, 
isolation and GBV

· Membership numbers and origins

· Staffing levels and funding

· Values of the organisation

· 4 Key Strategies and focus of work programme

· Specific work in relation to FGM

· Challenges facing the organisation

Cllr Cosgrave thanked Ms Xyusein for the presentation and a discussion ensued with specific reference to the following

· Laudable cause of AKIDWA in times when gender balance is a topical issue, 
including level of political representation

· History of injustices towards women in Ireland particularly in  gynaecological area

· Integration and use / lack of use by African women of women’s’ refuges as a 
direct consequence of current Welfare system 

· Health problems, particularly mental health issues associated primarily with long-
term impact of FGM 

Following the discussion Cllr Cosgrave committed to making representation in relation to the issues raised to his TD and asked other members to do likewise.

Item 3
Update on South Dublin County Library Development Plan 

County Librarian Ms Georgina Byrne delivered a presentation on progress with advancing the new Library Development Plan 

The presentation focused on:

· Statutory basis for the plan 

· Work undertaken to date

· Significant achievements of previous 2007-2011 plan

· 8 Strands of the new framework

· Outline of Library membership mapping

· Roadmaps to service delivery - Demographic and socio-economic trends 

· Haase Deprivation Index

· Core strands and crosscutting themes

· Challenges and vision incl bridging an infrastructural deficit

Cllr Cosgrave thanked Ms Byrne for the presentation and a discussion ensued with specific reference to the following

· Implications of increasing demand for eBooks versus traditional requirements for  
hard copy book 

· Copy of draft plan to be made available and to be discussed at Area Level

· Palmerston – Acknowledging Stewarts Hospital but disappointment that 
Palmerston Digital Hub has moved into 3rd position

Ms Byrne and Mr Murphy responded to the issues raised as follows:

· It was agreed to circulate a copy of the draft plan to all Councillors as the formal / 
statutory process will require resolution of full Council at Council Meeting.

· While eBooks are on the increase for recreational use (holidays/ travel) studies 
show that demand for traditional paper books continue.

· Digital Hub for Palmerston can be progressed and the County Librarian agreed to 
meet with Cllr O’Connell to look towards use of the local community centre    

· Deliberate and targeted efforts are being made to secure the necessary funding to 
deliver the objectives of the plan.    

Cllr Cosgrave thanked Ms Byrne for the presentation and wished the Library service continued success.

It was NOTED that the South Dublin Library Development Plan 2012-2016 would now be submitted as a Headed Item to the next Council meeting for approval.

Item 4
Update on Red Line Book Festival 

County Librarian Ms. Georgina Byrne presented details of the forthcoming festival with focus on the following:

· Key Dates 

· What the festival us about

· Participating authors

· Venues

· Summary of What’s On

· TEDX

· Marketing the event(s)

Cllr Cosgrave and members of the committee thanked Ms Byrne for the presentation and wished her well with this new initiative.

Item 5
AOB

· Mr Philip Murphy confirmed next meeting date: Tuesday 13th November 2012 @ 5.30pm.

· Before the meeting closed Cllr Cosgrave formally welcomed Lyuba Moore to her first meeting and extended his thanks and best wished to John Conroy who recently tendered his resignation from the SPC

· It was agreed that a presentation on the Harambee Education Fund (Voluntary Organisation providing educational scholarships to children living in slums of Nairobi, Kenya) will be delivered at the next SPC meeting by Brian Mac Cormack)”
The report was NOTED.
(ii) Minutes of Meeting 8th May 2012

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Members:

Cllr P Cosgrave – Chair

Cllr M. Devine

Cllr J. Hannon

Cllr C. Jones

Cllr E. Walsh

Sectoral

John Conroy

Dympna Quinn

Officials:

Philip Murphy, Director of Service

Orla Scannell, Arts Officer

Victoria Durrer, Youth Arts Coordinator

Maria Finn, Senior Staff Officer

Mary Maguire, SEO

Apologies:

Cllr G O’Connell

Lyuba Moore

Item 1
Confirmation of February 2012 Meeting held on I4th February 2012

The minutes of the last meeting were proposed by Cllr Cosgrave and seconded by Cllr Jones.

Item 2
Presentation from Tallaght Community Arts 

Chair Councillor Paddy Cosgrave welcomed Mr Tony Fegan, Director of Tallaght Community Arts (TCA) to the meeting.

Ms Fegan gave an outline of work of TCA – an arts development organisation working with local communities, schools and youth groups towards activating arts programmes in partnership with local and national agencies in a cross sector approach to community development.

Mr Fegan outlined details of various TAC programmes delivered / currently being delivered including:

· Learning

· Schools 

· Professional development

· Irish Museum of Modern Art

· Double Take 

· Doors to Elsewhere

· Unwrapped

· Street school academy

· Act Up 

· Creative Campus

· What matters

· Thrashcatchers

· Fantastic Head

· Box stories

· Field of Dreams

Members congratulated Mr Fegan on the success of the programmes delivered to date and a discussion ensued in relation to the possible participation of TAC in the promotion of the Irish language in general through the arts, as well as possible opportunities to mark and participate in the very significant historical centenaries being celebrated in Ireland over the next few years.

Members noted the importance of investment in the arts, and especially in time of economic depression as many real-time / real life situations are delivered very successfully through this medium which could not otherwise be delivered or demonstrated.

It was also suggested that efforts should be made to ensure that TAC is recognised as a countywide initiative, rather than a Tallaght based one.

Item 3
(Youth) Your Arts Map

Ms Tori Durrer outlined the basis for the delivery of a new Your Arts Map – a project being delivered through a partnership with Dublin City Council Temple Bar Cultural Trust and the National Youth Council of Ireland to deliver a dedicated website of arts and cultural events for young people.  

The research for the website is based on South Dublin County Council’s NOISE website by an independent evaluator from Oct 2010 – March 2011 

The key aspects of the site include: 

· Listings posted & updated by the community who use it with overall moderation 
being led by Choice Cuts & Partners 

· Postings made through existing social media (FACEBOOK, Twitter), Widgets (for 
blogs) rather than requesting people make new postings to the site, though this 
also available 

· serves ages 13 - 25 who have an interest in learning more about arts events/work 
experience/opportunities

· showcase organisations and groups promoting events 

· allow posting of as little or as much event info as a user wants

· show events/activities within specified radius of where a young person lives or is 
at the moment 

· have info on events appealing to young people also available to parents 

· utilises Google's Maps API & Visualisation tools, in particular the site links with 
www.hittheroad.com  which provides information on methods of  transport to 
events for young people

Members were very impressed with the potential for the site and congratulated Ms Durrer and her colleagues on the initiative.

Item 4
Update on Literacy Audit 

Ms. Maria Finn presented details of the beginnings of the audit – contact to the National Adult Literacy Agency ALA in November 2011 enquiring how to become a literacy-friendly organisation.

This has resulted in the Council’s being the first Local Authority to engage in this process with NALA and three sections of the Council as follows have been audited: Customer Care, Libraries and Corporate Services. 
The audit was two-strand and looks at: 

1. what supports are already in place for people who have difficulties with reading 
and/or writing; and 

2. what supports could be put in place or improved

The audit is being followed with an action plan which is currently in draft form and an implementation plan will be developed once the action plan has been signed off.

Members welcomed the initiative and thanked Ms Finn for her presentation. During a discussion the implications of over and under diagnosis of the problem were noted and from an organisational point of view there must be focus on the need for staff to be fully conscious of illiteracy issues.

Item 5
Update on County Biodiversity Action Plan 

Ms Rosaleen Dwyer, Heritage Officer delivered a presentation on the production and implementation of a South Dublin County Biodiversity Action Plan.  This plan is an objective of the following South Dublin County plans:

· Corporate Plan 2010-2014




· County Development Plan 2010-2016


· County Heritage Plan 2011-2015 



The Key Elements of the presentation focused on the following:

· What is Biodiversity

· Why it is  important

· Examples of bio-diversity in South Dublin County- particular significance of Dodder 
River

· How the Plan will work

· Preparing the Plan, including the establishment of a County Biodiversity Forum

· A public consultation process will be undertaken, commencing in early summer 
and will extend until September 2012.

Ms Dwyer responded to members’ queries with particular reference to Bio Blitz and ecological surveys.

AOB

Mr Philip Murphy confirmed next meeting date: Tuesday 11th September 2012.”
The report was NOTED.
H4e)/1012
HOUSING & SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE 
(i)  Report of Meeting 24th September 2012

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“PRESENT:

Members:



Council Officials:
	Cllr B. Bonner  
	B. Coman
	Director of Services

	Cllr M. Corr
	H. Hogan
	Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr M. Duff       
	
	

	Cllr T Gilligan    
	A. Rooney
	Senior Staff Officer

	Cllr P. Kearns     
	
	

	Cllr G. Kenny    
	
	

	Cllr C  King

	Cllr B. Lawlor    

	Cllr D. Looney

	Cllr M. McDonagh  


Councillor M. Corr chaired the meeting.

H-I (1)
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 28th May, 2012 were proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor D. Looney and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

H-I (2)
MATTERS ARISING  


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

H-I(3)
MARP-MORTGAGE ARREARS PROCESS

Mr. Billy Coman gave a Presentation on the new Mortgage Arrears Resolution Process and it’s implication on the Council.  This process was introduced by the Central Bank in 2010 for lending institutions and now from 1st October 2012 the structured process will apply to local authorities. Prior to this, only guidelines were available in dealing with loan arrears cases.  

South Dublin has a particularly good early detection rate, with all borrowers who have missed payments of two months being contacted.  Nationally, the Local authorities have arrears of 28%, whereas South Dublin County Council’s rate if 12.3%, which shows one of the lowest arrears rates in the country.  The guidelines become effective on 1st October, 2012.  

Mr. B. Coman confirmed that the new scheme will be managed within existing resources with experienced staff.  Additional training will be provided where needed.  

Under the MARP process, communication within 91 days is required, to a maximum of two contacts per month.  Borrowers must be advised to seek independent advice.  A resolution process offers options such as interest only loans for three years, capitalisation of arrears and the extension of the term of the loan.  All cases are dealt with on an individual basis based on the ability of the borrower to pay.  

Mr. B. Coman explained that the appeals process would be carried out by an independent officer of the Housing Department.   The Council cannot carry out legal proceedings unless there are arrears of at least15 months.   There have been a number of re-possessions (6-7) in South Dublin County Council in the past 12 months, with most of these being hand over of keys or abandonment of properties.  The Council is obliged to notify borrowers of their ICB status, regardless of the position of the borrower.  
Bottom of Form

Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, D. Looney, G. Kenny, M. Duff, T. Gilligan, and P. Kearns and M. Duff contributed, Mr. B. Coman, Director of Services, responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.

H-I(4)
UPDATE ON SECTION 62 – ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR

Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, provided the attached presentation.
The report was NOTED. 

H-I (5) MORTGAGE TO RENT HANDBOOK

Mr. B. Coman outlined the new guide to the Mortgage to Rent Scheme.  

More Financial institutions are coming on board with the Scheme and applies to those borrowers who meet with the stringent criteria one being that they have no hope of sustaining a loan into the future. Independent financial advice is available for free to those in difficulty.  

The Council’s role is to carry out an assessment of need of the applicant. There is a strong Approved Housing Body role also. Effectively if all criteria met the family can remain in situ and pay a rent in accordance with the Council’s Differential Rent Scheme which is applicable to their household earnings.  

Following a contribution to which Councillors B. Lawlor and G. Kenny contributed, Mr. B. Coman, Director of Services, responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.

H-I (6) ANY OTHER BUSINESS

HOUSING STRATEGY

Mr. B. Coman gave a report on the Housing Strategy as it relates to the overall Housing need of the County, both private and social.  The strategy was referred to in the review of the Development Plan and the 2011 census and data from other sources such as DOECLG are used in assessing the need within the County, to which there has been little net change.    B. Coman stated that there have been no new Part V contracts entered into in terms of receiving units and other available options are considered.  The 148 affordable units have now been utilised as social housing.  New options in Housing include leasing in the private market and ASH. 

Following a contribution to which Councillor M. Corr contributed, Mr. B. Coman, Director of Services, responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED and it was agreed to give an update on the Housing Strategy at the next Housing and Social SPC meeting. 

The meeting concluded at 6.45 p.m.” 

The report was NOTED.
(ii) Minutes of Meeting 28th May 2012
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“PRESENT:

Members:



Council Officials:
	Cllr B. Bonner  
	B. Coman
	Director of Services

	Cllr M. Corr
	H. Hogan
	Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr M. Duff       
	M. Fagan
	Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr T Gilligan    
	A. Rooney
	Senior Staff Officer

	Cllr P. Kearns     (Apologies)
	
	

	Cllr G. Kenny    
	
	

	Cllr C  King

	Cllr B. Lawlor    

	Cllr D Looney   

	Betty Tyrrell Collard, Dept Enterprise, Trade & Employment, Trade Union (Apologies)

	Mike Allen from Focus Ireland


Councillor M. Corr chaired the meeting.

H-I (1)
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 27th February, 2012 were proposed by Councillor M. Corr seconded by Councillor D. Looney and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

H-I (2)
MATTERS ARISING  


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

H-I (3)
PRESENTATION BY MIKE ALLEN ON FOCUS IRELAND

Mr. Billy Coman and Councillor Marie Corr both welcomed Mr. Mike Allen to the meeting and offered their condolences to his colleague, Ms. Catherine Maher, on a recent family bereavement.  

Mr. Mike Allen gave an informative presentation to the Committee. 

He outlined the range of services that Focus Ireland give including accommodation services and training etc.  The adult Homeless Strategy is in place until 2013.  The homeless function is carried out by individual local authorities, with a localisation of services.  Nine new unique people present as homeless each day across the region.  The priority is to find availability of accommodation with one bedroom which is the main demand though the no of families now presenting is increasing.   

Mr. Billy Coman, Director of Services, outlined that a total of €39 million has been allocated by the Department of Environment Community and Local Govt for the provision of homeless services in the Dublin Region.  Leasing is not always the answer and a request was made to the Department for the purchase of units of accommodation, as an alternative. Cost savings can be made in the area of emergency accommodation by meeting longer term accommodation needs and by way of the Social Investment Bonds which is an area the Homeless Executive are investigating with Focus Ireland.
Bottom of Form

Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, M. Corr and M. Duff contributed Mr. M. Allen, Mr. M. Fagan, Senior Executive Officer and Mr. B. Coman, Director of Services, responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.

H-I (4)
MEDICAL/COMPASSIONATE PRIORITY PROPOSAL – NATIONAL DISABILITY STRATEGY

Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer presented the Report:

“EXCEPTIONAL SOCIAL NEEDS PRIORITY TRANSFER CRITERIA

The Social Work Department recognises the importance of a secure and safe home. Moving a family or individual from their current home can only be explored if all other options have been considered to help support them in their current residence.

1) Exceptional Child Welfare Concerns

The Social Work Dept assesses child welfare concerns relevant to housing in conjunction with the HSE Children and Families Services. Transfers in relation to the below circumstances can only be considered in the context of appropriate care planning with the local ISA.

· The current living environment is detrimental to a child’s wellbeing or health;

· The family have become long-term relative carers appointed by the HSE to care for children who would otherwise come into the care of the HSE and now require larger accommodation;

· Confirmed cases of intra-familial sexual abuse between siblings where separate bedrooms form part of the children’s safety plan(s);

· A family needs to be relocated to facilitate access to specialist services where transport cannot be provided.

· A family needs to be relocated away from an alleged abuser, where the abuse has been confirmed by the HSE Specialist Services.

2) Bereavement of traumatic nature in the Family Home or Immediate Vicinity

Where bereavement has occurred the Social Work Department will assess the nature and extent of the loss to ensure appropriate supports are in place for the family/individual. Transfers can only be considered in circumstances where there is significant impact on ability to manage, cope or care for dependents/themselves, such as:

· Suicide/death by misadventure (e.g. overdose) in current residence;

· Death of a child; 

· Other death of family member 

3) Rape/ Sexual Assault/Stalking

All allegations of rape, sexual assault and stalking need to be reported to the Gardai. The Social Work Dept will assess reports of the following for possible transfer with supporting documentation from the Gardai:

· Rape/ sexual assault in the house;

· Rape/ sexual assault/stalking occurring in the locality;

· Rape/sexual assault perpetrated by a local person.

4) Domestic violence

In cases of Domestic Violence, a Barring Order against the violent partner should be the first option explored. Joint tenancies present significant legal challenges to the possibility of a transfer. Priority transfers can only be considered if circumstances exist where the victim is the sole tenant and:

· where a Barring Order cannot be taken (e.g. a woman in residence with a partner for less than six months); 

· cannot been granted (e.g. where an adult child is being abused by their parent);  

· cannot be enforced;

· other circumstances exist which mean the victim cannot stay in the family home.

A recommendation for transfer will only be considered in the context of an overall safety plan.

5)  Victimisation
In the first instance where victimization is reported, The Social Work Dept will endeavour to work with the Allocation Support Unit to work with the alleged perpetrators causing difficulty for the other party. Transfers can only be considered when no resolution can be found with the ASU.

· The extreme victimisation that has occurred to a family/individual (including children) must be shown to be combined with significant individual factors resulting in an inability to manage, cope or care for themselves or dependants. 

These significant individual factors must be evidenced sufficiently by other sources such as GP, Gardai, school, or Psychologist or Social Worker from Specialist Services (Primary Care/Hospital, Mental Health, Disability, Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services). 

6) Person with special needs/ mental health problems needing a transfer to supported accommodation

In such cases a person’s support needs will be established by a Social Work assessment in addition to recommendation(s) from other sources such as GP, Psychologist or Social Worker from Specialist Services (Primary Care/Hospital, Mental Health, Disability). “

Report 2:

“Proposal to establish a Priorities Committee to consider requests for priority housing or transfers under the Scheme of Letting Priorities

Introduction
In SDCC’s scheme of lettings the term ‘compassionate grounds’ is referred to as a means of gaining priority on the housing or transfer list in certain circumstances. 
The Scheme also provides for priority to be granted on “medial grounds” where the Councils medical officer has recommended it.

In both cases priority is only open to people who can demonstrate sufficiently that they are experiencing extreme difficulties that are exceptional (in that they are not being experienced by other housing or transfer applicants in their area) and that their situation can only be alleviated by a change in accommodation.

Current Arrangements 
Under the current arrangements, the Housing Welfare Social Workers assess requests for ‘compassionate priority’ according to the Housing Welfare criteria for priority transfers and priority on the housing list. Social work recommendations are then considered by the Administrative Officer (AO) for Housing Allocations. If the AO is satisfied that the case warrants priority, the applicant is then given priority on either the housing or transfer list.

If priority is claimed on “medical grounds” the case is referred to the Councils Medical Referee (Doctor).  If they recommend priority it is granted.

Priorities Committee

On a number of occasions recently the process of granting or not granting this priority has been questioned. 

In order to provide for a more transparent and fair system in relation to decision making in these cases it is proposed to establish a Priorities Committee.  

This committee would consider priorities recommended by: the Senior Social Worker, the Council’s Medical Officer and the local Garda Superintendents. The committee would review each case and explore whether the tenant or housing applicant’s circumstances could only be alleviated by priority status being awarded. Where possible, the Committee would try to match people who have been awarded priority to appropriate vacant dwellings.

It is envisaged that the Priorities Committee would be convened on a monthly basis in the first instance. The Committee would consist of Senior Housing practitioners and the Welfare service. 

Priority Transfers

In order to be considered for a priority transfer on “compassionate grounds,” transfer applicants would have to demonstrate that they are experiencing exceptional circumstances that fit one or more of the following categories:

:
· Exceptional child welfare concerns;
· A bereavement of a traumatic and exceptional nature in the family home or immediate vicinity;

· A rape/ sexual assault or stalking in or in close proximity to their existing accommodation;

· Domestic abuse – where  legal orders have not been effective/ or where the tenant is not eligible to apply for an appropriate order* and where the person’s partner is not a joint tenant; 

· Extreme victimisation combined with the tenant’s inability to manage, cope or care for themselves or their dependents; 

· Person with special needs/ mental health problems requiring an urgent transfer to supported accommodation
Applicants would be expected to provide detailed letters from relevant professionals to support their case. They would also have to demonstrate that they have tried all other available options to alleviate their situation.

Priority on the housing list

Housing list applicants would only be assessed for priority on compassionate grounds in instances where:

· there is a child welfare/ protection issues that can only be alleviated by long-term, secure housing;

OR

· the applicant urgently requires a supported housing placement.

To be considered for priority on the housing list on compassionate grounds, the applicant would have to provide strong supporting documentation from relevant professionals. They would also have to prove that their situation could only be resolved by the provision of Local Authority housing.

Priority on Medical Grounds

Priority will only be granted on the basis of a medical referee recommendation which is supported by documentation from relevant professionals. They would also have to prove that their situation could only be resolved by the provision of Local Authority housing.

* For example, a victim of domestic abuse who is not married to the perpetrator and has not lived with the person for 6 months out of the previous 9 months is not eligible to apply for a Barring Order). “

Mr. Hugh Hogan outlined the new Committee that is proposed to be created to oversee transfers on a medical priority basis. The Committee would consist of senior Housing officials and Housing welfare staff and would meet on a monthly basis to make decisions on individual cases.    It is expected that this new way of doing things will make the system more transparent and efficient.  H. Hogan suggested that once proposed and adopted, the system would form a more judicious way of making a decision in each case.  It would provide a more advantageous way of matching individuals with properties.  The reports of the Medical Officer will also be fed into the process, as well as reports from outside agencies.  

Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr and D. Looney contributed, Mr. Hugh Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, and Mr. B. Coman responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.

H-I (5) SUPREME COURT JUDGEMENT ON SECTION 62 OF THE HOUSING ACT, 1966. 

The following report was NOT REACHED on the Agenda:

ApprovedSCJudgementSection62
Presentation
It was agreed that this report would go before the Area Committee Meetings in each area, to inform local Councillors of developments. 

H-I (6) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

The meeting concluded at 7.05 pm 

Siniú:__Marie Corr______

Dáta: 24th September, 2012”
     An Cathaoirleach
The report was NOTED.


H5/1012     
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H6/1012 
JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE REPORT

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The Joint Policing Committee met on 14th September in County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

Documents presented at the meeting are available on the CMAS System

“Attendance:

 Committee Members




Cllr. G. Kenny 




Cllr. Brian Lawlor

Cllr. C. Brophy




Cllr. John Lahart

Cllr. M. McDonagh



 R. Dowds T.D.

Cllr. E. Walsh




 S. Crowe T.D.

Cllr. J. Hannon




 A. White T.D.

Cllr. B. Bonner 




Philomena Poole

Cllr. P. Kearns 




B. Coman

Cllr. P. Cosgrove


 
Michael Noonan

Cllr. G. O’Connell 



Jim Lawlor

Cllr. M. Devine 




M. Kearns

Mayor C. King 


Cllr. P. Kearns

Chief Superintendent B. Mangan
The Chair, Cllr. Gus O’Connell welcomed Chief Superintendent Brendan Mangan and also welcomed the appointment of Superintendent Duff.
The report of the May meeting was adopted.

The following is a summary of the business of the JPC:

Following a request by the Joint Policing Committee, Ms. Dervla Quinn gave a presentation on behalf of the Private Residence Tenancy Board outlining the procedures in the event of anti-social behaviour being reported to the PRTB.  Garda reports were presented on behalf of Chief Superintendent Declan Coburn (DMRW) and by Chief Superintendent Brendan Mangan on behalf of the Dublin Metropolitan Region South (DMRS)

Reports were presented from the following Local Policing fora:

• Tallaght

• Clondalkin

• North Clondalkin

Reports were presented on behalf of the work working groups of the

JPC:

• Intimidation

• Parks

The County Manager presented a report on plans to celebrate Halloween 2012.
The next meeting is scheduled for Friday 23 November, 2012.”
Councillor D. Looney noted that Dublin 12 area had a Policing Forum and requested that South Dublin County Council have a representative on that Forum.


Councillor M. Devine noted that in correspondence received by the Members it was disappointing to discover how little power the Private Rented Tenancies Board (PRTB) actually had.


Director of Housing, Social & Community, Mr. B. Coman, informed Members that South Dublin County Council has staff representation on the Dublin 12 Steering Committee.


The report was NOTED.
H7/1012
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
QUESTIONS 

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions numbered Q1 – Q28 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
Q1/1012
SOCIAL CREDITS

QUESTION: Councillor B. Bonner 

Thanks to the enthusiasm and dedication of council staff the social credits scheme is proving very successful, as is the assistance given to Tidy Towns groups in the country. To ask the Manager can we be assured that these initiatives will be adequately funded so that they can respond to the requests of Community groups for materials such as bags, gloves, pickers, hi vis jackets etc?

REPLY:
The Social Credits system has continued to develop over the last 12 months and now provides the main portal through which community groups can access the services of the Council and a channel through which the Council can optimise supports provided. The promotion of pro-social activities remains a priority for the Council and the Social Credits scheme is essential to this. The supports and services provided through the scheme will continue.

The scheme now incorporates Community clean-ups and Bulbs not Bonfires and continues to develop. In 2012 to the end of September there were over 600 applications to the scheme. The majority of these approximately 90% are community clean-ups. In 2012 in order to maximise resources the Council placed a stock of materials in community centres throughout the County. There is a system in place where community groups sign out materials such as litter pickers, shovels, brushes and high vis jackets, bring them back and sign them back in once they are finished. This system will continue in 2013.

It is intended to further augment the Social credits with other initiatives as time goes on, all information is available on www.socialcredits.ie
Q2/1012
MOBILE PHONE ALLOWANCES
QUESTION: Councillor P. Cosgrave 

To ask the Manager to give a report on the rules of mobile phones to Councillors to include Minister Roche’s Bill or Law country wide for Councillor, and could the manager give a Layman’s report on the workings of the Bill?

REPLY:

Subject to certain conditions S 142 of the Local Government Act 2001 provides for the payment by a local authority of expenses / allowances / remuneration etc for expenses incurred by its members in connection with their representational role.

In December 2006 details of revised arrangements for allowances for expenses incurred by Elected Members were circulated to Local Authorities.  Ministerial Regulations (SI No 668 of 2006) and directions were made which provided for; inter alia, rates and rules regarding the payment of Mobile Phone Allowances. The payment of mobile phone allowances was a new initiative and was not applicable prior to the making of the 2006 regulations.  

All provisions of the 2006 Regulations became effective from 1st January 2007
Part 111 of the 2006 Regulations refer specifically to the payment of Mobile Phone allowances.  Various rates of mobile phone allowances were introduced for various “groupings / bands” of Local Authorities.   These groupings were set out in an accompanying Schedule to the regulations.  (Part 111 of that schedule referred specifically to the grouping of councils of the counties of Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown, Fingal and South Dublin). 

In accordance with Part 111 of the 2006 regulations and directions, a mobile phone allowance shall be payable to a Member in relation to the carrying out of his/her duties as a Member subject to: 

· an annual allowance of 50% of the total vouched mobile phone costs 
associated with the public duties of a member subject to a maximum allowance of 
€600 per annum (depending on the grouping).  For example members of 
County Councils are eligible for payment of up to €600 pa while Members of some 
Town Councils are eligible for payment of up to €400 pa or €300 pa (depending 
on population). 

· If in any year a person is a member of a local authority for a period less than the 
full period of that year, the allowance payable is proportionate to the period of the 
year during which the person is a member.
Q3/1012
HIGHER EDUCATION GRANTS 

QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine 

To ask that the Manager report on the volume of applications for Education Grants with particular reference to Gender / age / successful or otherwise?

REPLY:
Set out below are details of the current status in relation to processing of (renewal) grant applications for the current academic year 2012-13.

	  Academic Year 2012-13  
	  Renewal Grant Applications  

	  Received to date (27-0912)  
	832

	  Awarded Grant  
	229

	  Ineligible  
	25


	Age breakdown of Male and Female Renewal Grant Holders -  AWARDED to date 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Academic Year 2012-13 
	Under 23
	23-30
	31-40
	41-50
	51-64
	65+
	TOTAL
	

	Male
	83
	7
	4
	6
	7
	0
	107
	

	Female
	79
	26
	12
	3
	1
	1
	122
	

	TOTAL
	162
	33
	16
	9
	8
	1
	229
	


	Age breakdown of Male and Female Renewal Grant Holders - INELIGIBLE to date 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Academic Year 2012-13
	Under 23
	23-30
	31-40
	41-50
	51-64
	65+
	TOTAL
	

	Male
	8
	4
	0
	2
	0
	0
	14
	

	Female
	7
	3
	0
	1
	0
	0
	11
	

	TOTAL
	15
	7
	0
	3
	0
	0
	25
	


Q4/1012
RUBBER MULCH RINGS 

QUESTION:  Councillor M. Devine 
To ask the Manager to assess the feasibility of using Rubber Mulch Rings around trees and poles through the County?

REPLY:
The Council uses herbicides to control weed and grass growth around trees, poles, lighting columns and other street furniture as it is the most economically efficient and reliable means of control.

The Council is aware of a number of proprietary mulch matt products including rubber mulch rings. However it is considered that such products are not suitable for use on public roads due to the difficulty in securing them against potential anti-social misuse. When considering any product for use in the public environment, a number of factors need to be considered including robustness, resistance to vandalism and cost of purchase / use.

While it is acknowledged that the control of weeds has been less than satisfactory in some areas this year due to the exceptionally wet summer, it remains the case that spraying is the most cost effective measure. With improved weather conditions in September, an effective spraying programme has again been possible. Staff have been and will continue to spray herbicides, subject to weather conditions, in these areas to control the weeds.

Q5/1012
TENANT PURCHASE SCHEME
QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine 

To ask the Manager what is being considered to replace the Tenant Purchase Scheme at year end?
REPLY:
The 1995 Tenant Purchase Scheme is due to expire on the 31st December 2012.  

The Government intends to introduce a new scheme that will be based on an incremental purchase model. This will enable the State to share in the profits from the resale of the dwelling during the 20 to 30 year period for which the house is subject to an incremental purchase charge. Legislation is planned to be introduced during 2013 to underpin the new scheme. 

It is envisaged that this scheme will be in place from 1 July 2013, subject to the necessary legislation being in place.

Q6/1012
TREE ROOT INFESTATION

QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine 

To ask that the Manager provide a report on the monitoring of and reports received with regards to inspections for Tree infestation of pipes, gullies, culverts etc. across the County?
REPLY:
Tree root infestation problems in the Council's pipework generally come to our attention as a result of ponding or local flooding in a specific area. 

Following reports of same, an investigation is carried out which may include the carrying out of CCTV surveys of the pipework to ascertain as to what's causing the blockage. 

In recent times, the Council became aware of tree root infestation in a number of areas: 

· In Aranleigh Estate, Rathfarnham a new surface water sewer had to be 
laid due to this problem in Aranleigh Court and the green area beside it. 

· Similarly in the Kilnamanagh area of Tallaght new gully pipe connections 
between the gully pot and the surface sewer had to be laid due to tree 
root infestation. 

· In St. Johns Estate, Clondalkin a special tree root cutters had to be 
employed in the pipes to free up the surface water sewers.  

· The Council is investigating a probable tree root infestation in the surface 
water sewers at the bottom of Glenview Park, Tallaght /N81 area at the 
moment.
Q7/1012
LIST OF TRAILS IN THE COUNTRY
QUESTION: Councillor E. Higgins
To ask the Council for a list of trails/walks or ways available to members of the public in the County (either on public property or public rights of way) and a list of possible trails which could be developed?

REPLY:
There are over 200km of path system in the parks and open spaces of South Dublin County Council.

Slí na Sláinte trails have been provided in association with the Irish Heart Foundation in the following parks:

Corkagh Park

Tymon Park

Lucan Demesne

Clondalkin Park

St. Cuthbert's Park

Glenaulin Park 

In addition, the following long distance walking routes are available in the county:

The Dublin Mountains Way - a 43km long distance waymarked route over the Dublin mountains linking Tallaght to Shankill

The Grand Canal Way Green Route - 8.5km long distance waymarked route extending from the 12th Lock in Lucan to 3rd Lock in Inchicore. 

A 36km, long distance walking and cycling route, linking the Grand and Royal Canals via public parks in the Dublin area was demonstrated as part of National Trails Day in 2011. The route, known as The Green Loop / An Ceangal Glás  was a joint project involving South Dublin, Fingal, Kildare and Dublin City Councils, The Office of Public Works, Waterways Ireland and the National Trails Office.  The trail was temporarily marked and opened for National Trails Day and the viability of the route was demonstrated. Discussions are ongoing with the other agencies involved to establish this route as a permanent waymarked route for the region.
Q8/1012
TREE SURGERY

QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart
To ask the Manager for an update on the County's Tree Surgery programmes as planned and as executed to date?
REPLY:
The Arboriculture Programme for 2012 was presented to the Area Committees in November / December 2011 following briefing sessions with the local Elected Members. 

It was agreed with the Elected Members that the 2012 Arboriculture Programme would be prioritised, based on clearly identified criteria, and that it would be a programme that was achievable within the resources available to undertake it.  The first part of the programme was carried out between December 2011 and March 2012. Progress reports on the programme were presented to the April / May Area Committees as set out below.

Rathfarnham Area Committee
Tallaght Area Committee (1)
Clondalkin Area Committee
Lucan Area Committee
The 2013 Arboriculture programme is under consideration at present and is based on assessments undertaken during the year, representations from Elected Members as well as individual householders.  The draft 2013 Arboriculture programme will be discussed with the Elected Members in October along with the works programme for the remainder of 2012 with a view to formal presentation to the November Area Committees.
Q9/1012 
SEPTIC TANK CHARGE 

QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart 

To ask the Manager to update members on the numbers of households that are liable for the septic tank charge within the county and how many have paid to date (by region if possible)?

REPLY:
Nationally 178,617 householders have registered and paid the Domestic Waste Water registration fee. All homeowners who have a septic tank or waste-water treatment system need to register their system by 1st February 2013.   The registration fee was €5 until 28th September 2012 increasing to €50 after that date.   The number of households liable for the septic tank charge in the South Dublin County Council area is approximately 2,000. The number of Domestic Waste Water Payments made by 1st October 2012 for the South Dublin County area was 566 (€3235), a breakdown of the payments for each County is not available by region at this stage. People can register on www.ProtectOurWater.ie
Q10/1012
HIGHER EDUCATION GRANT AWARDS
QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart
To ask the Manager how much this Council will pay in Student Higher Education Grants for this academic year 2012 - 2013 and how it compares to previous years?
REPLY:
Set out below are comparisons in relation to grants paid by South Dublin County Council under the Student Grant Scheme in recent years.  Changes to the Scheme in relation to automatic eligibility for non adjacent rates for mature students resulted in the grant amount paid being significantly less in the 2011/2012 academic year.

Since the introduction of the Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI), the figures for previous academic years are no longer comparable.

South Dublin County Council will process approximately 900 renewal applications only for the academic year 2012/2013 and awards on foot of this will be in the region of €3.5m.  All monies, with the exception of the Council’s administration costs, are fully recoupable from the Department of Education. 

	Academic Year
	Grant Amount

	2009/2010
	€5.02m

	2010/2011
	€5.20m

	2011/2012
	€4.87m

	2012/2013 Projected (Renewals only)
	€3.5m


A total of 832 renewal applications for the 2012/2013 academic year have been received to date.
Q11/1012
LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUND
QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart
To ask the Manager if, in the event that the cut in the Council's LGF Fund allocation s implemented by Government, what the impact will be on the services of the Council and what proposals has the Manager in place to deal with them?
REPLY:
Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government circular Fin 11/2012 confirmed an adjustment of €475,210 to the Local Government Fund (LGF) Allocation for 2012.  This represents a reduction of 2.8% to the original LGF allocation and funding of 0.2% of the adopted budget for 2012.  

The budget is monitored on an ongoing basis and it is normal to encounter some fluctuation to the adopted budget and income requirements.  The income from the Non Principal Private Residence (NPPR) charge has exceeded budget and is available to fund this income deficit for 2012.  

The circular also noted that a further adjustment, not exceeding €84,820 (an adjustment of 0.5% to the original allocation), will be made to the South Dublin LGF allocation in November if Household Charge compliance does not match or exceed 65% for the county by mid November 2012.  If this adjustment is applied it will also be funded from the additional incomes received from NPPR penalties and charges in 2012.

Q12/1012
DUBLIN BIKE SCHEME
QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart
To ask the Manager to update members on the proposals to connect the Dublin Bike Scheme to South Dublin County?
REPLY:
The NTA in a recent meeting has advised that the Dublin Bike Scheme in its current format is unlikely to be extended to South Dublin County.  This is primarily because the existing scheme is based on a fixed arrangement between Dublin City and a single supplier.  The NTA further advised that it has been decided to tender alternative format schemes for the four regional cities (Cork, Limerick, Galway and Waterford) initially, and the outcome of this process will inform how the Dublin Bike Scheme may be replicated elsewhere in the Dublin Region.  It is intended that the NTA will fund the capital cost of the schemes and that the operational cost will be a matter for the local authorities.  They indicated that it will be possible to provide more information in the New Year.
Q13/1012
LITTER COLLECTION
QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart
To ask the Manager to update members on the amount of litter being collected county wide since the deployment of the new waste service?
REPLY:
Any valid planning application made must be determined by the planning authority. With respect to takeaways there is no general policy regarding temporary permissions.  All decisions on applications are made on a case by case basis and the planning authority cannot pre-judge any application. 

In assessing a planning application the planning authority will assess it in the light of County Development Plan policies; site history; An Bord Pleanála decisions, where relevant; interdepartmental reports and taking into consideration any third party representations made. In the event of a grant of planning permission the planning authority will attach any conditions it considers appropriate in the interests of the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.
Q14/1012
 PLANNING PERMISSION
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle
To ask the Manager to confirm if this Planning Authority is to discontinue the practice of granting temporary planning permission for takeaways in residentially-zoned areas in light of the decisions by an Bord Pleanala (PL06S.236907 & PL06S.239707) to refuse two such temporary permissions granted  by this planning authority?
REPLY:
Any valid planning application made must be determined by the planning authority. With respect to takeaways there is no general policy regarding temporary permissions.  All decisions on applications are made on a case by case basis and the planning authority cannot pre-judge any application. 

In assessing a planning application the planning authority will assess it in the light of County Development Plan policies; site history; An Bord Pleanala decisions, where relevant; interdepartmental reports and taking into consideration any third party representations made. In the event of a grant of planning permission the planning authority will attach any conditions it considers appropriate in the interests of the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.
Q15/1012
CAPITAL PROJECTS 

QUESTION: Councillor William Lavelle
To ask the Manager to report on the total amount of development contribution funding still available to SDCC for investment in capital projects?

REPLY:
Capital Programme 2011/2013 
The Capital Programme 2011/2013 was presented to the members at the Organisation, Procedures and Finance Committee meeting in September 2011.  The programme provides that expenditure of €23,262,893 will be funded from development contributions during this period.  This includes -

· €4,536,338 for projects which are in contractual arrangement 

· €9,588,717 for projects which are committed subject to identification and 
availability of funding 

· €9,137,838 for projects which are planned but subject to availability of funding.

Development Contributions

The development contributions which have been received to date are fully committed to expenditure which has been incurred or is planned as part of the three year capital programme.  A range of additional projects were identified in the capital programme for funding from development contributions if the resources became available.  A project to review, update and extend the current capital programme to 2015 has also been initiated and the draft programme will be presented to the members in December. 

For information the pattern of development contributions has decreased considerably in line with the decrease in construction activity in the county (See graph attached) 

Development Contribution Receipts pattern



 HYPERLINK "http://intranet2/corporate/cmas/documents/County%20Council/2012/October/October2012CountyCouncilMeeting/33088_dev%20levy%20balances.xls" 

Development Contributions Synopsis

Q16/1012
RAIL INTERCHANGE 

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle
To ask the Manager to report on discussions with the NTA and Irish Rail to develop a rail interchange hub in the County?
REPLY:
In March 2012 the NTA on behalf of the Department of Transport invited applications from all local authorities for pilot public transport hubs.  

In April 2012 an application was submitted to the NTA, suggesting a pilot public transport hub at Clondalkin Fonthill station, based on the possible provision of regular stopping intercity trains and enhanced local public transport provision.  It was considered that given its location on the main railway lines to/from the west and south of Ireland that Clondalkin-Fonthill Station could function as a national and local transport hub, initially as a ‘Parkway’ interchange station.  This would mean that it would be an appropriately located point at which those arriving from outside Dublin who don’t have reason to be in Dublin City Centre could transfer to other modes and those departing the Dublin area whose journey doesn’t originate in the City centre, could similarly transfer.  

This Council has not yet received a written response from the NTA, but at a recent meeting it was indicated that the relevant funding stream may no longer be available. 
Q17/1012
HGV RESTRICTIONS 
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle
To ask the Manager to provide a detailed update on the council’s review of HGV restrictions?


REPLY:
An update report on this matter will be brought to the next Transportation Strategic Policy Committee. This report will be based on the work progressed by the sub committee of the Joint Transportation and Economic Development SPCs. The sub committee has met on two occasions to consider the aspects of HGV management across South Dublin County Council. 

Two items were of particular interest to the sub committee:

i. The level of the restriction taking into account the inclusion of all vehicles from delivery vans to articulated lorries. This is seen as too blunt to give an appropriate balance to suburban road management.

ii. The layout of restrictions within the county and the case by case basis for adjudging each restriction. This has resulted in a situation where the consequents of HGV mobility appear to be concentrated on fewer roads. This gives rise to local concerns and comparisons.

New regulations have been published governing the restricting of vehicles by weight these, when commenced, will replace the existing arrangement there by replacing the three tonne unladen weight with a range of design gross vehicle weights. 

The sub committee is made up of members selected from the Transportation and the Planning & Economic Development SPCs. 

Q18/1012 
ORBITAL ROUTES 
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle
To ask the Manager to engage with Dublin Bus to seek an update on plans, first announced as part of the ‘Network Direct’ proposals, to introduce a number 166 orbital bus service linking Tallaght, Clondalkin & Lucan?
REPLY:
The Network Direct project was the outcome of a wide ranging review of the Bus Átha Cliath network which had the objective of bringing significant benefits to customers. The inclusion of Route 166, a route to encompass Liffey Valley via St. Loman’s Road, Willsbrook Road, Castle Road, Ballyowen Road and Citywest to Tallaght (The Square) was notified but it was stated that this would be introduced during a later phase of Network Direct. 

Contact has been made with Bus Atha Cliath and they have advised that there are no short-term plans to proceed with this route. They have evaluated it and determined that it would require a high level of subvention which they cannot resource at the present time.
Q19/1012
PARKING BYE- LAWS
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle 

To ask the Manager, further to my motion at the June meeting, to provide a detailed timeframe for the planned review of parking bye-laws?
REPLY:
The process is commencing this month (October) with parking surveys; the information arising from the surveys will form the basis for the review and for recommendations to amend the bye-laws. 

Recommendations will be agreed with Council in December 2012 before public consultation commences. 

Public consultation which takes 6 weeks will be uninitiated early in the New Year.

Q20/1012 
FIXYOURSTREET
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney  
To ask the Manager for an update on user and Council statistics related to the fixyourstreet.ie site since its inception; to ask what upgrades are planned to the site; to ask when it is planned to take the site out of beta testing; and to make a statement on the matter.

REPLY:
The site usage statistics for visitors to the fix your street site are as follows;

for the last month: September 2012.

· Visits: 3,643 (2,528)

· Unique Visitors: 2,394 (1,538)

· Pageviews: 17,038 (12,439)

· Pages / Visit: 4.68 (4.92)

· Avg. Visit Duration: 00:04:00 (00:03:56)

First year of operation statistics. August 2nd 2011 to August 2nd, 2012

· Visits: 42,596

· Unique Visitors: 25,354

· Pageviews: 200,032

· Pages/Visit: 4.7

· Avg. Visit Duration: 00:04:07

Cumulative to Date (2nd August 2011, to 1st October 2012)

· Visits: 48,546

· Unique Visitors: 28,631

· Pageviews: 228,337

· Pages / Visit: 4.70

· Avg. Visit Duration: 00:04:06

Reports logged statistics

At October 1st, 2012, 9:23am there were;

· 4481 reports in total recorded on fix your street 

· 8,107 responses & comments recorded on fix your street

· 7260 responses issued on the site by SDCC

The activity for South Dublin County Council - totalling 3,556 reports is broken down by category as per the following table:

	Data Table
	1st October

	Graffiti
	320
	9.00%

	Leaks & Drainage
	168
	4.72%

	Litter & Illegal Dumping
	1007
	28.32%

	Road or Path Defects
	856
	24.07%

	Street Lighting
	697
	19.60%

	Tree and Grass Maintenance
	508
	14.29%

	
	
	

	
	3556
	


 

Responses given in the last month (period to October 1st)

The average response to reports via the site (All Counties) for the last month is 1.4 days as per available data.

71.57% of all reports logged within the last month received an official response in under 1 working day.

Note: the data available allows for a time to first response to be calculated which is the commitment in the programme for government

Incident/Report status

Current figures as of September 3rd indicate the following activity:

· 3,336 reports are closed and completed (where works have been completed, the work was for a LA not using fix your street and they were advised of it, or where there are works which are not our responsibility such as Graffiti cleaning at a private property).

· 482 reports closed but where commitments have been entered into by the LA’s to 
undertake work as part of a scheduled piece of activity (the tree pruning 
programme, resurfacing programmes, etc...) 

· 334 are presently open awaiting action (normally handled same working day)

· 332 are open and in progress 

· 0 Awaiting Processing

Other Local Authority Engagement and Readiness

Dublin City Council went live on 16th of May, 2012.

Galway County Council has gone live on 1st June, 2012.

Fingal County Council went live on 10th of September, 2012

Kildare County Council went live on 19th of September, 2012

For Councils other than South Dublin County Council, Dublin City Council, Galway County Council, Fingal County Council and Kildare County Council, SDCC simply moderates reports destined for these Councils as if they were our own – removing personal details if present/forwarding same to the other Council’s designated customer care point, deleting spam, removing obscenities if present, and applying normal moderation activity. 

We understand Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council and Westmeath County Council will be ready to go live in the near future with the fix your street service.

Seminars

Three seminars have been taken place for Local Authorities. These took place at the offices of South Dublin County Council during December 2011, February 2012, and June 2012. A total of 79 (62) representatives of local authorities, both technical and non technical participated in the seminars to date. This attendance represents all but 5 Local Authorities.

Two further seminars are being organised during October. This will address those integrating their own customer care systems (as with previous occasions) and those authorities who have no customer care systems.

Governance

The project is now designated as a shared service initiative through the LGER PMO. A governance structure is identified as a deliverable of the project prior to end of 2012. 

Irish Language version of fixyourstreet

The Irish version of the fixyourstreet site, http://www.deisighdoshraid.ie/ went live on Wednesday 14th March, 2012 and is fully integrated with fixyourstreet.

Mobile Apps

The Android Smartphone app has gone live on the Google Play store and is fully integrated with the fix your street web site and ancillary services. The iPhone app has been updated and is undergoing iterative testing

Partner API

A partner api has been developed based on the local authority extended api, but differs significantly in terms of the freedom (or lack of) to publish directly to the site. A service known as “fix my area” has already put the partner api into action and are delivering targeted services to the customers via the fix your street infrastructure. This is in line with the fix your street policy on open data.

Upgrade of fix your street

The first significant upgrade of the underlying open source technology platform (Ushahidi) is under way. This involves reworking the theme of the site, and extensive testing of the extended api, partner and public api, and the mobile apps. It will bring new functionality to the site and a revised user experience. 

Beta Status

It is intended for the site to remain in beta status while all local authorities adopt the service. While in practical terms the site itself is stable and works without difficulty the beta status recognises that each authority take on may have its own individual challenges depending on the variety of technology used. 

Next steps

· Continue within the framework of the LGER Project Initiation Document

· Update the underlying Ushahidi technology.

· Develop a national response charter

· Deploy iPhone Smartphone app

· Continue with support for existing and new authorities coming on board.

· Develop non CRM facilities.

Q21/1012
WINTER MANAGEMENT PLAN
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney 

To ask the Manager to detail the Council's preparations for the winter months in terms of plans for road gritting, grit/salt bin locations, and other plans to deal with extreme weather events; to consider the further rollout of grit/salt bins to new estates; and to make a statement on the matter.


REPLY:
The Winter Maintenance Plan 2012/2013 is currently being finalised and will be presented to the Area Committees during the month of October.

At the Transportation SPC Meeting on 6th September 2012 a report was given on the Salt Bin Pilot Scheme that was put into operation as agreed at Area committee meetings for winter maintenance season 2011-2012 (15 estates/3 locations per Electoral Area) it was agreed that two additional salt bins would be provided to each electoral area. The location of the new salt bins will be decided in discussion with the elected members. 

Q22/1012 
COUNCIL WEBSITE 


QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney 

To ask the Manager, in the context of overall excellent online and social networking engagement by this Council, when it is planned to upgrade the design and structure of the Council website, aspreviously indicated; and in particular to improve access to Councillor details for members of the public on the Council's website and in its social networking

REPLY:
Regarding the website redesign, works have continued throughout 2012. A complete redesign and information architecture exercise was undertaken in conjunction with the individual Council departments and with the benefit of intelligence gleaned from previous usage and statistical analysis in respect of what the customer base of the Council actually uses on www.sdcc.ie. An open source content management system known as Drupal has been utilised in the development thus far.

The major design work is now completed and further work is taking place on designing specific parts of the site such as the elected member’s portal referenced in previous reports. All of the previous web site content is being examined for ongoing relevance and earmarked as appropriate for being ported to the new format web site including an extensive range of archive documents which are available to download by the user. This process is considerable in its complexity and the voluminous nature of the content which currently exists.

The elected member’s portal incorporates the additional details requested for the elected members including social media, other contacts, alternate email addresses and maps of their respective electoral areas.

The project has a delivery date of Q4, 2012. The current best estimate for a go live is the first week of December, 2012.
Q23/1012
1913 LOCKOUT 

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
To ask the Manager if the Council has any plans to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the 1913 Lockout next year, and to make a statement on the matter.

REPLY:
The following 3 years is going to see a surge in commemorations of Irish history starting next year with the centenary of the 1913 Lock Out. 

The Council is aware of a national commemorative programme to the mark the major historic events of the early 20th Century, including a programme for 2013.   An expert advisory group of historians has been formed and these will examine and provide guidance to ensure the authenticity and balance of the national commemorative programme

Based on this guidance South Dublin County Council will examine how this county can develop a programme of commemorative activities within the available budget allocation, which will aim to enhance the understanding by all members of the community of the significance that these historical events have had in the political, economic, social and cultural life of Ireland.

LIBRARY EVENTS
South Dublin Libraries are planning a range of activities during the decade of commemoration including events focusing on the 1913 Lockout.

Dr Miriam Moffitt of NUI Maynooth will give a series of four lectures on the 1913 lockout in Whitechurch Library beginning in October 2012, in the County Library in February 2013 and in Ballyroan Library in October 2013. 

The Libraries Department have also just published a book entitled Dublin Fire Brigade and the Irish Revolution: The story of trade unionism and republicanism within a section of Dublin’s municipal workforce 1892-1923, which contains many references to Dublin during the lockout period.

SOURCE – the digital heritage section of the library website will soon include new material relating to the lockout which has been collected recently. Additional material from Liberty Hall will also be delivered along with a film of the events of 1913 currently owned by UCC.

Items relating to the 1913 Lockout which are currently available from SOURCE include: 

· Description: 1913 Report of the Departmental Committee into the Housing Conditions of the Working Classes in the City of Dublin 

URI: http://sourcestaff.sdcclan.ie/handle/10599/9695
·  Description: Dublin Metropolitan Police baton used in the 1913 Lockout riots. 

URI: http://sourcestaff.sdcclan.ie/handle/10599/9625
·  Description: Photograph of a group of men taken outside Liberty Hall during the 1913 Lockout, including Jim Larkin and James Connolly. 

URI: http://sourcestaff.sdcclan.ie/handle/10599/9464
·  DMP summons issued to Thomas Mannion for illegally stopping his tram on the street between Sackville Street and Dame Street as part of strike action: 'On the 26th day of August 1913, between Sackville Street and Dame St within said district, being the conductor of a stage carriage to wit a tram car no. 196, was not in constant attendance on said vehicle when standing between said streets in which such vehicle was authorised to ply' 

URI: http://sourcestaff.sdcclan.ie/handle/10599/9445
·  Description: British Government warning poster in the form of a proclamation, prohibiting a "Seditious Assembly" in Sackville Street. Signed in print E.G. Swifte. 

URI: http://sourcestaff.sdcclan.ie/handle/10599/9446
·  Description: Irish Independent Newspaper Poster announcing the arrest of Jim Larkin and the results of the riot and DMP baton charges. 

URI: http://sourcestaff.sdcclan.ie/handle/10599/9447
The County Library is also planning a commemorative exhibition which will be aimed at local schools and will include a re-enactment of Larkin’s speech as part of the event. 

 
Q24/1012
PERMEABILITY UPDATE
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager to make a report on the current status/position of Permeability and other projects being developed in the County for funding under the Smarter Travel Initiative? 

REPLY:
In 2012, the NTA has funded work on a range of projects in the SDCC area under the National Transport Authority (NTA) 'STMG' or Sustainable Transport Measures Grants programme.  These include ten local permeability projects:-

Two of the Permeability Projects are the completion on site of works initially funded for construction in 2011:- These are projects in Dargle Wood, Knocklyon and Corkagh Park, Clondalkin, approved to a total value of 131,000 euro in 2012.  The success of the Dargle Wood project, which is now complete, has also led to NTA approval for the further funding of two 'toucan' (pedestrian and cyclist) crossings at either end of that route with a further allocation of 80,000 euro in 2012.  The total 2012 NTA allocation is therefore 211,000 euro.

A further two Permeability Projects are works scheduled for completion on site in 2012.  These are Deansrath to the Grand Canal in Clondalkin and Marlfield to Aylesbury in Tallaght, each allocated 120,000 euro in 2012, (total 240,000 euro).

Five of the Permeability Projects were funded to progress through local consultation and design to Part 8 consent stage in 2012.  Two of these are projects in Clondalkin linking Bawnogue to the Grand Canal and to the Fonthill Road, with a total combined allocation of 50,000 euro in 2012.  The Part 8 display period has just ended in relation to both.  There are a further two projects in Lucan, relating to the Esker and a link to Fforster Estate, with allocations of 40,000 and 20,000 euro respectively in 2012.  The former is currently on Part 8 public display and work on the latter has recently been discontinued as a result of the outcome of a local consultation process prior to Part 8.  The fifth project is currently at Part 8 stage, relates to the Grange Road-Barton Road Extension link in Rathfarnham and has an allocation of 30,000 euro for consultation, planning and design in 2012.  The combined total NTA allocation for all five projects is 140,000 in 2012.

The final permeability project funded in 2012 is a feasibility study in relation to the potential extension of the Grange link (fifth project above) to the 'Green' route via Whitechurch Road and carries an NTA allocation of 10,000 euro in 2012.

There are a range of other project being progressed under the STMG programme in 2012.   These include the personalised travel planning, PTP' behavioural change, 'smarter travel communities' programme which has primarily worked with residents and schools in the Lucan area and also in part of Clondalkin.  This Project was rolled out during Spring-Summer 2012 and is currently at post-engagement survey stage.  The project is one of the first PTP programmes ever undertaken in Ireland and was allocated 225,000 euro in 2012.  A final Project report will be completed by the end of 2012.

Other Projects being undertaken include the feasibility, design and Part 8 consent processes in respect of new and upgraded cycle track schemes and local pedestrian and cycle safety measures that include junction upgrades and five pilot zebra crossings.  These also include 200,000 euro for the design of the Willsbrook Road cycle scheme and 100,000 euro for the design and tender of pedestrian and cyclist improvements to the N4 Fonthill Road access at the Lucan area. 

STMG Projects must be submitted to the NTA for approval before funding is agreed.  Funding will only be agreed if the proposal is acceptable to the NTA in the context of their wider policies and objectives. It is intended that Projects that prove feasible and/or secure Part 8 consent in 2012 will form the basis of submissions for funding to progress to Part 8 and/or construction in 2013, although it will remain possible to seek funding for further projects that are likely to accord with NTA selection criteria.

Q25/1012
HOUSEHOLD CHARGE
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager if she will make an updated report on the percentage of households in the County which have registered for and paid the Household charge to date?
REPLY:
The following was the position regarding collection of the Household Charge on the 2nd of October 2012
	Estimated Liable Properties
	Properties Paid
	Payments (including penalties)
	% of Properties Paid

	 81,822                          
	49,948
	€5,062,805
	61.04


The balance due (including penalties) for each unpaid property which is liable for the household charge increased to €127 on 1st October 2012 and penalties continue to accrue monthly for all properties which are eligible but for which the charge remains unpaid.  Homeowners can pay online at www.householdcharge.ie or in person at the County Hall Tallaght or at the Civic Offices Clondalkin where customer care staff are available to assist homeowners in completing the household charge registration form.  

Q26/1012
CHILDREN’S SERVICES
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy 

To ask the Manager if she will provide at the October Council meeting a report outlining the role and current activities/projects in which the Children's Services Committee and the County Childcare Committee are involved. 

REPLY:
An update on the work of the South Dublin County Childrens Services Committee and the South Dublin County Childcare Committee is as follows:
The South Dublin County Childrens Services Committee was established as part of a pilot programme in May 2007.  The Committee is chaired by the HSE and comprises the Council, Garda Siochana, Barnardo's, Lecena, County Childcare Committee, Probationa and Welfare Service, AMNCH, Dodder Valley Partnership, CPLN Partnership, County Dublin VEC, Archways, CDI, National Education and Welfare Board.  The Council has appointed a full-time Co-Ordinator to the project.  The Group has six sub-structures to advance the work in the county:-

· Education Sub-Group 

· Interagency Working 

· Childrens and Families Safe and Secure Group 

· Data and Planning 

· Participation 

· Child Welfare, Child Protection and Family Support

Since its inception the CSC has developed a programme of work which has led to changes in the way in which services operate on the ground.  Of immediate note however is the SDCC, Connect School and the CSC present “The Future is Not What it Used To Be” – a CONNECT Education Conference at Dublin West Education Centre on 11th October from 10.30 –Guest speaker is Lord David Putnam.  The conference will be opened by Pat Rabbitte TD Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources.   

Other speakers include Georgina Byrne County Librarian, Stephen Howell, Developer Kinect2Scratch, Noel Malone Principal Coláiste Chiarain Limerick, Shane Foley, Principal Dunshaughlin Community College Meath (formally VP Adamstown)Anne Mc Morrough, Marino Institute of Education (formally St Martin de Porres Primary school Old Bawn), 

http://connectschool.blogspot.ie/
A series of other initiatives are listed below

 Alternative Response Model (ARM)
Following a successful pilot, ARM, an interagency approach to children and families has been extended across Tallaght and is being managed by the Senior Social Worker of HSE. 
The Critical Incident Management team in Kildare West Wicklow and South Dublin ISA is re-established in South Dublin however we await the commitment for its continuation in Dublin South Central area of the County. 

December Conference: It takes a village to raise a child   The interagency subgroup of SDCSC is organising a conference scheduled for the 17th December entitled “It takes a village to raise a child” at Tallaght Stadium.    

Sharing Information on Children and Families - An inter-agency protocol which enables agencies to share information on children and families

Interagency Working and Collaboration - An inter-agency protocol listing advices on how to make this work most effective

Directory of Services for Front-line Staff - Information Manual to facilitate contact among agency staff who work directly with families and children

South Dublin County Childcare Committee 

The County Childcare Committee has an independent board and operates out of Clondalkin Civic Offices.  The Chair of the Group is the Council’s Childrens Services Co-Ordinator.  Their remit is to support childcare providers and to enhance and improve provision and standards of childcare in the community - both community and commercial.  AN update on current work is listed below.

The administration of the Early Childhood Care & Education (ECCE), CETS and CCS schemes are an integral part of the County Childcare Committee 2012 plan 

Information workshops were held for new applicants, supports were provided to both community and private childcare services. There were 221 applicants for ECCE, 74 applicants for CETS and 39 Applicants for CCS.  A survey of services has indicated there are 3,986 childcare places available under the ECCE scheme in the county.  Currently 3,944 children are availing of the scheme.  

Work continues with the provision of a number of workshops and visits to service providers on Síolta (the quality programme for services) and Aistear (curriculum). SDCCC is also working with the HSE on the provision of Speech and Language workshops for services working with children who have speech and language difficulties.   

Business sustainability has been a key concern for service providers, both private and community based,  over the past few years and SDCCC has provided 4 seminars Getting Down to Business” focussing on Financial Management and Sustainability, HR and Employment Polices, Corporate Governance and Employment Law 

A handbook for Community based services was published this year. 

An opportunity to assume responsibility for the continued employment of two Speech and Language Therapists and nine Parent Carer facilitators was presented to SDCCC.  CDI acquired funding from the Department of Children and Youth Affairs to further extend the employment of above mentioned personnel.  However they proposed that SDCCC would take over the management of the Speech and Language Therapists Parent Carer Facilitators whose contracts were also coming to an end. This position was part of their negotiation with the DCYA when petitioning for funding.  

A considerable amount of work has been undertaken by CDI in the development of the early intervention project over the past four years.  Evaluations of these two particular projects have been very positive and as a result the DCYA is willing to extend the initiative for a further six months which in these days of cutbacks is amazing. The Department, CDI and other Atlantic funded organisations are looking at ways to mainstream the findings of the RTCs and this extension of these two projects will assist in this process.  

The main beneficiaries of the continued initiative will be the children and the parents of Tallaght West.  

Memoranda of understandings have been drawn up in respect of the two separate projects.  In relation to the SLTs,   South Dublin CCC will assume the responsibilities for managing payroll (monies to come through CDI), attendance, induction, absence, sick leave etc, reporting to CDI and attending quarterly review meetings with the HSE and CDI.  The HSE will continue to support and provide ongoing clinical supports for the staff and provide a quality assurance mechanism for the service.    

Funding is only available to the 31st March for this project.  

In relation to the Parent Carer facilitators, as indicated above employment contracts will be held by the individual service provider, SDCCC will provide overall supervision in conjunction with the employers facilitating monthly reflective practice meetings and ensuring fidelity to the model developed by CDI for the delivery of the service. 

This transfer has been completed.  
Q27/1012 
CODANS REPORT 

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager if she will explore  the possibility of the Council sourcing the necessary finance to carry out a survey to update the CODANS Report published by the Council some years ago?
REPLY:
The CODAN (County Dublin Areas of Need) report was produced in 1987. In 1961 increase of 266%. Against this background and in order to establish a properly researched and scientific basis for designating areas as Areas of Need, the CODAN report was commissioned by the old Dublin County Council with a view to ensuring that a greater share of resources were concentrated on those areas which most needed support.

The report, carried out by a consultancy group SUS Research, was the first report of its kind that had been carried out in this country and essentially informed the basis for the RAPID (Revitalising Areas by Planning Investment and Development). 

The Council are currently producing an update to its county profile based on statistical information from the most recent census, and more recent pobal/haas indicies, and other sources.  The resulting work can be made available to the elected members online in the form of an instant atlas.  When available this information will in fact provide the information available under the original CODAN reports.

Q28/1012
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy 

To ask the Manager for an updated report on the present status of the work being done to put in place Bye-Laws for the control and regulation of Taxi ranks in the County?
REPLY:
A draft Bye Law for Taxi ranks in Lucan was brought to Public Consultation and a report will be brought to the Lucan Members prior to the November ACM.  This can form the basis for future bye-laws for the County for taxi rank facilities within the County. 
H7/1012
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS
TALLAGHT 
1. Ferncourt Phase 4A & 6

2. Maplewood Avenue & Park 

3. Cookstown Way – footpath at Respond Housing 

4. Charlie O’Toole Bridge and approach footpaths. 

LUCAN 2
Station Road (part of).








1.  Ferncourt 4A & 6
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“The following report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting of 24th September, 2012.
Ferncourt

“Statutory Notice has been given in the public press of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the roads in the following estate,

as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads.

The closing date for receipt of objections was Wednesday 20th June 2012 – no objections were received.

It is recommended that the roads be declared to be public roads.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.”

It was proposed by Councillor M Duff, seconded by Councillor M Devine and AGREED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare the roads in Ferncourt as set out in the above report to be public roads.” 
If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-

“That the roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”

SCHEDULE FOR: Ferncourt, Ballycullen Phases 4A & 6.
LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA: Tallaght.

	                  TOWNLAND: Killinninny & Oldcourt.  
	
	 B.C. NO:  1223(6).
	

	ELECTORAL DIVISION: Tallaght.
	
	    DATE:  April 2012.
	

	ROAD
NAME
	ROAD ID
	LENGTH(m)
	DESCRIPTION

	Ferncourt

Avenue
	
	214m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with Oldcourt Road, north eastward to its junction with Parklands Road.

	Ferncourt Green 
	
	328m 
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with Ferncourt Avenue, north westward and northward to a point opposite house no. 57, then eastward to a point adjacent to house no. 65, then north westward to the end of its turning bay at house no. 71.

Also including that part from a point adjacent to house no. 65, south eastwards to the end of its turning bay at house no. 18.

Also including that part from a point opposite house no. 57, westward to a point opposite house no. 27, then southward to the end of its turning bay at house no. 19.

Also including that part from a point opposite house no. 27, northward to the end of its turning bay at house nos. 39-45.

	Ferncourt Crescent
	
	38m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with Ferncourt Avenue, southward to the end of its turning bay.

	Ferncourt Drive
	
	107m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with Ferncourt Avenue, northwest ward, northward and eastward to the end of its turning bay at house no. 13.

Also including that part from a point opposite house no. 17, south westward to the end of its turning bay at house no. 1.

	Ferncourt View
	
	222m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with Parklands Road, south westward, south eastward and north eastward to the end of its turning bay.

	Ferncourt Close
	
	149m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with Ferncourt View, south eastward and southward to the end of its turning bay.

	Ferncourt Park
	
	126m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with Ferncourt Close, north eastward and north westward to the end of its turning bay.

	Ferncourt Green

Footpath ‘A’
	
	59m
	Concrete footpath.

From its junction with the footpath of Ferncourt Green at house no. 17, northwards and westward to its junction with Ferncourt Green opposite house no. 25.

	Ferncourt Green Footpath ‘B’
	
	15m
	Concrete footpath.

From its junction with Ferncourt Green opposite house no. 53, southward to its junction with Ferncourt Green Footpath ‘A’.

	Ferncourt Green Footpath ‘C’
	
	4m
	Concrete footpath

From its junction with Ferncourt Green opposite house no. 47, southward to its junction with Ferncourt Green Footpath ‘A’.

	Ferncourt View Footpath ‘A’
	
	6m
	Concrete footpath

From its junction with footpath of Oldcourt Road, north eastward to its junction with footpath of Ferncourt View opposite house no. 7.

	Ferncourt Park Footpath ‘A’
	
	12m
	Concrete footpath

From its junction with footpath of Ferncourt View, south eastwards to its junction with footpath of Ferncourt Park at house no. 10. 


Total Length of Road for TIC: 1184m      

Total Length of Footpath for TIC:  94m”

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor C. Bond, and RESOLVED:

“That the roads referred to in the aforementioned report and schedule be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”
2.  Maplewood Avenue and Park
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“The following report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting of 24th September, 2012.
“Statutory Notice has been given in the public press of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the roads in the following estate,

Maplewood Avenue and Park

as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads.

The closing date for receipt of objections was Wednesday 20th June 2012 – no objections were received.

It is recommended that the roads be declared to be public roads.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.”

It was proposed by Councillor M Duff, seconded by Councillor M Devine and AGREED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare the roads Maplewood Avenue and Park as set out in the above report to be public roads.” 
If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-

“That the roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”



SCHEDULE FOR: Maplewood Avenue (Part of) and Maplewood Park (Part of).
LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA: Tallaght
	                   TOWNLAND:    
	Jobstown & Uppercross
	B.C. NO:
	1360

	ELECTORAL DIVISION:
	Tallaght
	DATE:
	April 2012

	ROAD
NAME
	ROAD

 ID
	LENGTH(m)
	DESCRIPTION

	Maplewood Avenue

(Part of)
	
	118m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with existing road at a point in line with the southern boundary of house no 102, southward to the end of its turning bay at house no 118.

Also including that part from its junction at a point opposite house no 112,  eastward to the end of its turning bay at house no 71.

	Maplewood Park

(Part of)
	
	138m
	Carriageway and associated grass margins and footpaths.

From its junction with existing road at a point in line with the southern boundary of house no 103, southward and south westward to the end of its turning bay adjacent to house no 38.

	Maplewood Avenue

Footpath ‘A’
	
	30m
	Concrete footpath only.

From its junction with footpath on Maplewood Avenue at house no 110, southward to its junction with footpath on N81 Tallaght Bypass.

	Maplewood Avenue

Footpath ‘B’
	
	78m
	Concrete footpath only.

From its junction with footpath on Maplewood Avenue at house no 71, north eastward to its junction with footpath on turning bay of Maplewood Park.

	Maplewood Park

Footpath ‘A’
	
	98m
	Concrete footpath only.

From its junction with Maplewood Park adjacent to house no 105, north eastward to its junction with footpath on Blessington Road adjacent to Alderwood Avenue.

Also including spur adjacent to house no 127 to its junction with footpath on Alderwood Avenue.


Total Length of Road for TIC: 256m    Total Length of Footpath for TIC: 206m”
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Devine, and RESOLVED:

“That the roads referred to in the attached schedules be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”
3.  Cookstown Road
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The following report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting of 24th September, 2012.
“Statutory Notice has been given in the public press of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the roads in the following estate,

Cookstown Road- Footpath at Respond Housing

as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads.

The closing date for receipt of objections was Wednesday 20th June 2012 – no objections were received.

It is recommended that the roads be declared to be public roads.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.”

It was proposed by Councillor M Duff, seconded by Councillor M Devine and AGREED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare the roads in Cookstown Road- footpath at Respond Housing as set out in the above report to be public roads.” 
If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-

“That the roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”

SCHEDULE FOR:  Respond Housing Footpath
        
  LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA:  Tallaght
	                   TOWNLAND:    
	Cookstown & Tallaght
	B.C. NO:
	1406

	ELECTORAL DIVISION:
	Tallaght
	DATE:
	May 2012

	ROAD
NAME
	ROAD ID
	LENGTH(m)
	DESCRIPTION

	Respond Housing Footpath
	
	480m
	Footpath only.

From its junction with existing footpath on the Old Blessington Road, adjacent to shops, eastward, north eastward and northward for 480m.


Total Length of Road for TIC: 480m    

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Duff, and RESOLVED:

“That the roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”
4.  Charlie O’Toole Bridge 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“The following report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting of 24th September, 2012.
“Statutory Notice has been given in the public press of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the roads in the following estate,

Charlie O’Toole Bridge and approach footpaths

as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads.

The closing date for receipt of objections was Tuesday 4th September 2012 – no objections were received.

It is recommended that the roads be declared to be public roads.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.”

It was proposed by Councillor M Duff, seconded by Councillor M Devine and AGREED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare the roads Charlie O’Toole Bridge and approach footpaths as set out in the above report to be public roads.” 
If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-

“That the roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”

SCHEDULE FOR:  Priors Gate
                         LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA:  Tallaght

	                 TOWNLAND:    
	Uppercross
	B.C. NO:
	1377

	ELECTORAL DIVISION:
	Tallaght
	DATE:
	June 2012

	
	ROAD ID
	LENGTH(m)
	DESCRIPTION

	Priors Gate. 

Footpath ‘A’
	
	83m
	Paved Footpath only.

From a point in line with the railings on the eastern side of the entrance to Bank Of Ireland underground car park, westward along the southern side of Old Blessington Road to its junction with Priors Gate 

Footpath ‘B’ on Greenhills Road Extension. 

	Priors Gate. 

Footpath ‘B’
	
	125m
	Paved Footpath, steps access to bridge ramp and area of new shrubbery.

From its junction with Priors Gate 

Footpath ‘A’ on Old Blessington Road at Bank of Ireland branch entrance, southward along the eastern side of Greenhills Road Extension, including steps access to bridge ramp and also including area of new shrubbery, to its junction with N81 Tallaght By-Pass under Charlie O’Toole pedestrian bridge.

	Charlie O’Toole Pedestrian Bridge, 

Ramp Access ‘A’.
	
	113m
	Paved Footpath Ramp only.

From a point adjacent to the junction with Priors Gate Footpath ‘A’ along Old Blessington Road at Bank of Ireland branch entrance, southward to its junction with concrete decking of Charlie O’Toole pedestrian bridge. 

	Charlie O’Toole Pedestrian Bridge.
	
	83m
	Bridge structure.
From its junction with Charlie O’Toole Pedestrian Bridge Ramp Access ‘A’., southward crossing N81 Tallaght By-pass and including concrete steps to its junction with footpath on the western side of St. Dominick’s Road.  

	Charlie O’Toole Pedestrian Bridge, Ramp Access ‘B’. 
	
	107m
	Ramp structure.
 From its junction with footpath on Avonbeg Road, westward, northward and eastward to its junction with Charlie O’Toole Pedestrian Bridge concrete apron.


 
Total length of footpaths for TIC:  511m”

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns, and RESOLVED:

“That the roads referred to in the aforementioned report and schedule be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”
5.  Station Road (part of)
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“The following report was considered at the Lucan Area Committee Meeting of 25th September, 2012.
“Statutory Notice has been given in the public press of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the roads in the following estate,

Station Road (part of)

as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads.

The closing date for receipt of objections was Tuesday 4th September 2012 – no objections were received.

It is recommended that the roads be declared to be public roads.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.”

It was proposed by Councillor E Tuffy, seconded by Councillor W Lavelle and AGREED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare the roads in Station Road (part of) as set out in the above report to be public roads.” 
If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-

“That the roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”

SCHEDULE FOR:   Station Road (Part of)  

             LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA:   Lucan

	                   TOWNLAND:    
	Adamstown & Finnstown
	B.C. NO:
	1364/1A

	ELECTORAL DIVISION:
	Lucan
	DATE:
	May 2012

	ROADNAME
	ROAD ID
	LENGTH(m)
	DESCRIPTION

	Station Road 

(Part of)
	
	89m
	Carriageway, associated grass margins and footpaths but excluding planted areas not shown coloured.

From its junction with Castlegate Terrace, westward for 89m, to a point in line with the western edge of traffic ramp. 


Total Length of Road for TIC:  90m”
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge, and RESOLVED:

“That the roads referred to in the aforementioned report be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”
H8/1012
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H9/1012
COUNCIL APPROVAL FOR BORROWING FOR BOHERBOY WATER SCHEME

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The Boherboy Water Supply scheme involves the laying of 41 kilometres of water supply pipelines and the construction of two new reservoirs at Saggart and Kiltalown each having a respective capacity of 24 and 17.5 megalitres.  The water will be conveyed to the Greater Dublin area via a cross country pipeline network which will cross connect into the new Scheme at Saggart.  A new pumping station at Saggart will pump water to a new high level reservoir at Kiltalown and this will facilitate feeding substantial housing and industrial areas in the County in a sustainable and energy efficient matter. An outline of the expenditure for capital works to cover the period to the end of 2012 is as follows:

	 
	Expenditure 2012    
	Total    

	Boherboy Water Supply Scheme
	€8.7m  
	€48.6m

	 
	 
	   

	TOTAL
	 
	€57.3m


The total cost of the scheme which will be completed in late 2012 will be in the region of €57.3m for which the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government has allocated funding of €40.8m.  The balance of €16.5m will be funded from a combination of water pricing (i.e. financial contribution included in non-domestic water charges) and development contributions.  The borrowing for this aspect of the project funding will be repaid from future incomes from these sources.

Accordingly, the approval of the Council is now sought to the raising of a loan for €2.3m subject to the approval of the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government.”
Councillor E. Coburn queried the overall costs associated with the Boherboy Water Supply Scheme and in particular how the scheme which was originally estimated in the region of €30m was now costing €57m.
Director of Roads and Water Services Ms T. Walsh responded by stating that there is a full history of all costs associated with the Boherboy Scheme and offered to give a full presentation in conjunction with South Dublin County Council’s Consulting Engineers, Nicolas O’Dwyer at the next Organisation, Procedure and Finance meeting of the Council. She confirmed that the Boherboy Water Supply Scheme was a large and complex infrastructural project consisting of the installation of 41 km of water supply pipelines, the construction of two new reservoirs at Saggart and Kiltalown and a pumping station at Saggart. In addition as the initiation of the project pre-dated the new government contract arrangements, it is not a fixed price contract and is subject to variations in relation to contract price fluctuations, ordered variations and claims. The other main causes of the overrun on this project include:
· Main Civil Works Contractor, Pierce Contracting Limited going into liquidation on 4th November 2010

· Extension of time delay claims

· Additional Security costs

· On testing, the discovery of high percentage of leakage and subsequent remedial and repair works
· Variations & Additional Works
· Modifications required around control & telemetry

Councillor Coburn expressed her dissatisfaction with the progress of the Project in general. She advised that while she appreciated the long term benefits of the Scheme, she could not understand how doubling of the cost could be justified, and requested a full detailed report be brought to the next Council meeting. 

Ms P. Poole, County Manager noted that at the time this Contract was put in place we did not have fixed price contracts as we do now. The Scheme has had a series of unfortunate circumstances and considered that it may be useful to receive the full detail at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance meeting in order to get a better understanding of how these occurred. Following discussion about the project costs to-date the manager committed to bring a progress update re the scheme to the OP&F meeting in November 2012. 
It was AGREED on the proposition of Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy: 

“That the Council raise a loan for €2.3m for Completion of the Boherboy Water Supply Scheme subject to the approval of the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government.”
H10/1012
SDCC REPRESENTATION / VACANCY ON TALLAGHT DRUGS TASK FORCE (COUNCILLOR C. BROPHY / COUNCILLOR J.  LAHART)  
The Following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED: 


“The following report was presented to the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 20th September 2012:

“The following report was presented to the March 2012 OP&F meeting:-

“Public representatives on the Tallaght Drugs Force is as follows: 

· Up to four elected representatives can be nominated to the TDTF through the 
local authority (SDCC).  

· These councillors will represent the Tallaght area and SDCC.   

· Up to four T.D’s representing the Tallaght area may also be members of TDTF.  

· Substitution of either the nominated councillors or T.D’s on TDTF will not be 
possible.

 
The Council's representation is as follows:

· Cllr Cathal King (SF) 

· Cllr Chris Bond (Labour) 

· Cllr Brian Lawlor (Fine Gael) 

· VACANT (Cllr Colm Brophy (Fine Gael))

Recent communication from the Tallaght Drugs Task Force outlined concern that the current Council representation does not include any Fianna Fail councillor but has (had) two from the Fine Gael party.  

Filling of Councillor Brophy's vacancy is now before the Council for recommendation.”   

At the March OP&F meeting following debate on the matter it was agreed to DEFER consideration of new nomination to the May OP&F Meeting.   Members also advised that the Council nominations were on a countywide basis rather than on a political basis and suggested that this and an inflexibility of the Board to re-schedule meetings times be relayed to the TDTF.    

The Manager agreed to notify TDTF of the Council's decision to defer new nominations, the issue of political v countywide nominations and difficulties with meeting times. 

Filling of Councillor Brophy's vacancy is again before the Council for recommendation".   It was AGREED at the May 2012 OP&F to write to Tallaght Drugs Task Force advising that Mondays at 7.00 pm would be a more suitable time for public representatives to attend TDTF meetings, and to defer making recommendation on the filling of the vacancy to the next meeting of the Organisation, Procedure & Finance Committee in September, pending clarification on the day/time that would suit the Members.

Correspondence has since been received from TDTF outlining status quo in relation to the current scheduling of meeting, at least until end of 2012 (see attached).

The filling of the existing Councillor vacancy on the Tallaght Drugs Task Force is once again before the Council for recommendation.”     It was proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy and AGREED:  

“That Councillor J. Lahart be nominated to fill the vacancy on the Tallaght Drugs Task Force arising from Councillor C. Brophy’s resignation.”

This matter is now before the Council for approval.”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and RESOLVED:
“That Councillor J. Lahart be appointed to fill the vacancy in on the Tallaght Drugs Task Force.”
 H11/1012
FILLING OF VACANCY ON THE ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY & CITY COUNCILS FOLLOWING RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR C. KING FROM THE ACCC (COUNCILLOR M. DEVINE)

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The following report was presented to the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 20th September 2012:

Councillor C. King has tendered his resignation from the Association of County & City Councils, and it is a matter for the Council to appoint a representative to fill the vacancy. 

This matter is now before the Members for their consideration and recommendation.  

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RECOMMENDED that: 
“That Councillor M. Devine be nominated to fill the vacancy on the Association of County & City Councils arising from Councillor C. King’s resignation.”

This matter is now before the Council for approval.”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:
“That Councillor M. Devine be appointed to fill the vacancy on the Association of County and City Councils.”
H12/1012
FILLING OF 2 VACANCIES ON THE H.S.E. DUBLIN MID-LEINSTER FORUM FOLLOWING RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLORS C. KING & T. DELANEY FROM THE FORUM (COUNCILLORS McDONAGH & TUFFY
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED: 
“The following report was presented to the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 20th September 2012:

"Each of the HSE's four administrative areas has a Regional Health Forum, which includes representatives from the city and county councils within that area.  The Fora make representations to the HSE on the range and operation of health and personal social services in their area.

The functional area of the Regional Health Forum - Dublin - Mid-Leinster covers Dublin City Council south of the River Liffey and the county councils of Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown, Kildare, Laois, Longford, Offaly, South Dublin, Westmeath and Wicklow.

Membership 

The 39 members, of the Regional Health Forum, Dublin - Mid-Leinster have been appointed as follows:

6 members appointed by Dublin City Council
6 members appointed by Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council
4 members appointed by Kildare County Council
3 members appointed by Laois County Council
3 members appointed by Longford County Council
3 members appointed by Offaly County Council
7 members appointed by South Dublin County Council
3 members appointed by Westmeath County Council
4 members appointed by Wicklow County Council.

The following Councillors represent SDCC:

1. Máire Devine, SF 

2. Tony Delaney, FG 

3. Mick Duff, LAB 

4. Cathal King, LAB 

5. Brian Lawlor, FG 

6. Gus O’Connell, Non-party 

7. Eamon Walsh, FF

Councillors Cathal King and Tony Delaney have tendered their resignations from the HSE Dublin Mid-Leinster Forum, and it is a matter for the Council to appoint 2 representatives to fill these vacancies. 

This matter is now before the Members for their consideration and recommendation."   

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Devine (i) and Councillor J. Lahart (ii) and AGREED:

"That Councillors M. McDonagh (i) and Councillor E. Tuffy (ii) be nominated to fill the two vacancies on the H.S.E. Dublin Mid-Leinster Forum arising from the resignations of Councillor C. King and Councillor T. Delaney from the Forum.”

This matter is now before the Council for approval.”

(i) It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and AGREED:  
“That Councillor M. McDonagh fill one vacancy on the H.S.E. Dublin Mid-Leinster Forum arising from the resignations of Councillor C. King and Councillor T. Delaney from the Forum.”

(ii) It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and AGREED:  
“That Councillor E. Tuffy fill one vacancy on the H.S.E. Dublin Mid-Leinster Forum arising from the resignations of Councillor C. King and Councillor T. Delaney from the Forum.”
 H13/1012  
DRAFT DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTIONS SCHEME
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED: 

“At the County Council meeting on 10th September it was agreed that the DRAFT revised Development Contributions Scheme be referred to the O & P & F Meeting of the County Council for consideration and recommendation to the October County Council meeting.

At the O & P & F Meeting on September 20th the referral of the DRAFT revised Development Contribution Scheme 2013 - 2015 to the October County Council Meeting was agreed 

The making of a scheme is a reserved function of the Council, following a six week public consultation period during which submissions / observations may be made.  Not later than four weeks following the expiration of the public consultation period a report on the submissions received will be prepared and submitted to the Council.  Not later than six weeks after receipt of this report the Council must decide by resolution to make the scheme as recommended by the Manager with or without modification, or not to make the scheme.

Subject to the approval of the elected members it is recommended that the public consultation process in respect of the DRAFT Development Contribution Scheme 2013 - 2015 commence on October 10th 2012, with a view to bringing the matter to the January 2013 Council meeting for decision by the members.

A briefing session for members will be arranged prior to the January meeting. 

Links to documents:

Report
Presentation
DRAFT scheme
Consultants report”
The Mayor, Councillor C. King, thanked the Manager and all staff involved in the Scheme for their extensive work in putting the Scheme together.

Councillor E. Tuffy joined the Mayor in this and stated that as a former Chair of the SPC he wished to extend his compliments to the hard work undertaken by both staff and external members of that committee.

The report was NOTED and it was AGREED on the proposition of Councillor C.  King, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns to initiate the public consultation process. 

H14/1012
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY DRAFT LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2012 - 2016

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT PLAN
 
Library PowerPoint presentation

Mr. P. Murphy, Director of Corporate, Human Resources and Library Services, presented the Draft Plan and highlighted the main achievements of the 2007 - 2011 plan, and outlined the demographic and socio-economic trends that informed the recommendations for future service provision. 


Councillors G. O’Connell, P. Cosgrave, M. Duff, B. Bonner, M. Devine, J. Lahart, T. Ridge, G. Kenny and E. Coburn all welcomed the Plan and complimented the County Librarian and her staff on their innovative and visionary work and the excellent service provided to the Community.


Members wished to particularly compliment the ongoing and invaluable work being carried out in relation to literacy and numeracy, the imminent opening of the newly refurbished Library in Ballyroan, the mobile libraries and proposals for refurbishment to the Carnegie Library on Taylors Lane.


Councillor J. Lahart asked the Manager if an approximate cost could be given for purchase and outfit of a mobile Library.


Councillor T. Ridge queried if a site had been identified for the Library in North Clondalkin. 


Director of Services Mr. P. Murphy stated that all the good wishes and compliments of Members would be conveyed to staff.  The cost of the purchase and fit out of a mobile library would be approx €200,000 and that although the Council were looking at a number of sites no decision had been taken in relation to location of the library at North Clondalkin.  When such a site has been identified and a report will be prepared and it would go to the Area Committee for approval.

The South Dublin County Library Development Plan 2012-2016 was APPROVED on the proposition of Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave.
H15/1012
SECTORAL STRATEGY – Supporting economic recovery and jobs locally

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“As part of the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government, Phil Hogan’s Action Programme for Local Government Reform, Putting People First,   Local Authorities will have a new enhanced role in Local Economic Development and as outlined in the local government enterprise and jobs strategy launched by the Minister on 27th September 2012.

The document outlines the important role Local Authorities have in identifying infrastructural and other deficits and providing much of the physical infrastructure essential to support enterprise and promote employment. They deliver essential services to business and are geared to respond to the needs of local communities, employers and entrepreneurs speedily and efficiently and sets out the measures being implemented and planned by the sector under Action 6.5 of the Action Plan for Jobs. Attached to this report are a series of actions/supports delivered in the County by this Authority

Members are aware of the Sustaining Business Programme which is updated on a Monthly basis. . In order to bring these policies/actions/supports together and secure maximum value from them this Authority is in the process of drafting a local economic strategy for the County and the first draft will be brought to the October CPG meeting for consideration.

Plan for Jobs.

The Local Government sector has recently published a key report on business supports across all authorities. This includes a database of best practice for use by all local authorities in the development, in consultation with local business and other stakeholders, of their supports for enterprise and employment and complementary Strategies at local level in support of the Action Plan for Jobs. 

The strategy complements that recent publication of the best practice report on Local Authority Support to Enterprise and Business – Analysis of Economic Templates by the County and City Managers’ Association.

The Councils press release dated 17th September 2012 is available at: 

http://www.sdublincoco.ie/index.aspx?pageid=939&pid=23913 

The strategy indicates the contributing  role of local authorities in supporting local enterprise and employment, labour activation supports, development of necessary infrastructure, economic promotion, innovation and best practice approaches to business support, promotion of tourism, heritage and culture, procurement support, local development and community based initiatives and the green economy.

As Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) are created in local authorities, the capacity of the sector to support local businesses and deliver national policy in support of micro-enterprises will be enhanced.

It is expected that improved alignment of the community and local government sector, along with the forthcoming reform of the local government sector, will provide additional opportunities to continue to develop and utilise untapped potential from within local communities. It will refocus on community based economic development and business support, as well as broader social inclusion initiatives.

The document “Supporting Economic Recovery and Jobs – Locally” is available at:

http://www.environ.ie/en/Publications/LocalGovernment/Administration/FileDownLoad,31194,en.pdf
The press release is available at: 

http://www.environ.ie/en/LocalGovernment/LocalGovernmentAdministration/News/MainBody,31195,en.htm”  

· 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT SECTORAL STRATEGY 
· 

SDCC LOCAL ACTIONS 

The County Manager, Ms P. Poole highlighted a number of points in the report and stated that this report was a showcase of what is happening and provided a framework for the strategy, including the development of Local Enterprise Offices (LEO’s).  She confirmed that similar reports were being brought before all councils and was for noting only. 


The report was NOTED.
H16/1012
REPORT ON PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY OVER GRASSED STRIP FRONTING 1 SYLVAN DRIVE, KINGSWOOD HEIGHTS, TALLAGHT
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The attached report was CONSIDERED at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) on Monday 24th September, 2012. 

Following consideration of the report it was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and AGREED:

“That this Committee recommends to the Council that the public right of way over grassed strip fronting 1, Sylvan Drive, Kingswood Heights, Tallaght, Dublin 24 MAP REF: RE 0901 be extinguished.”
The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right of way is a reserved function of the Council.

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required.

“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right-of-way  over grassed strip fronting 1, Sylvan Drive, Kingswood Heights, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown shaded red on drawing RE 0901 be extinguished.”


The following report was submitted to the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting on Monday, 28TH May, 2012.

“At the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 23rd February, 2009 the Committee agreed not to initiate the procedure to extinguish the public right of way over a strip of grass margin which is in charge of the Council and located to the front of 1, Sylvan Drive, Kingswood Heights and shown shaded red on Map Ref RE 0901.

On 10th March 2009 Planning Permission was refused for development consisting of extending boundary wall and gates to back of footpath at 1, Sylvan Drive – SD08B/0752 refers.

There was one reason for refusal which was largely based on the fact that the Council had not agreed to initiate the Procedure to Extinguish the Public Right of Way at this location.

A new application has been received from the owner of 1, Sylvan Drive, Kingswood Heights, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to extinguish the public right-of-way over this strip of land.”

Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure.


The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in the Echo on Thursday 14TH June, 2012 and signs were erected on site in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993.  The latest date for receipt of objections, representations and requests for an oral hearing was Tuesday 31st July, 2012.


No submissions were received.

Public Lighting have reported that there is no objection if no interference with adjacent lighting column.

Water Section report     No Watermain implications.
Drainage Section

Surfacewater Sewer: No surfacewater implications






Foul Sewer:

 No foul sewer implications

Bord Gais have reported - no gas mains. 

Eircom - No objection
UPC - No objection.

ESB – ‘dial before you dig’ policy and make contact with ESB before any works commence.

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way is a reserved function of the Council. 

Any recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the Council.”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Duff, and RESOLVED:
“That South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right-of-way over Grassed Strip Fronting 1 Sylvan Drive Kingswood Tallaght, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown coloured red in Drawing No. RE: 0901 be Extinguished.”


CORRESPONDENCE FOR NOTING



              
Ministerial
Co1/1012
Letter, dated 10th September 2012, from Minister for Environment regarding SDCC's motion in relation to Domestic Waste Waivers  (M1/0312).

Co2/1012
(i) Letter, dated 13th September 2012, from the Department of Justice and Equality to acknowledge Letter received from South Dublin County Council regarding Civil Marriages.
(ii) Letter, dated 14th September 2012, from Department of Health to acknowledge letter received from South Dublin County Council.

Co3/1012 
Letter, dated 21st September 2012, from Minister James Reilly regarding Water fluoridation.

 Co4/1012
Letter dated 28th September 2012, from the Department of Finance regarding Weston. 


Other

Co5/1012 
Letter, dated 29th August 2012, from Donegal County Council regarding their motion I
n relation to Review of Commercial & Water Rates for Small Enterprises.
Co6/1012
Letter, dated 12th September 2012, from Monaghan County Council regarding their motion in relation to a Referendum on the Introduction of Abortion.
Co7/1012
Letter, dated 13th September 2012, from Dublin City Council to Minister for Environment regarding their motion in relation to Illegal Collections of Clothing etc.
Co8/1012
Letter, dated 18th September 2012, from Leitrim County Council to Minister for Finance regarding 2013 Number Plate Registration System and the Motor Industry.

Co9/1012
Letter dated 1st October 2012, from Monaghan Town Council regarding (a) immediate release of Gerry McGeogh, Marian Price and Martin Corey. (b)  Tax relief for 1st time buyers. (c) Rules regarding the testing of cars over 10 years old every year.



The above letters were NOTED.
MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
M1/1012
MAYORS BUSINESS - SMART PHONE APP FOR MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor J.  Lahart:
“That this Council develops a smart phone app that maps mental health services within the County. This could be done using location services and it being interactive or could be based on the simpler format of the recently successfully launched "Art Trax" app which would simply list and describe the services in each town of the County.”

REPORT:
“The Council is supportive of the proposal outlined in the Motion but at present the Council's IT Department Spatial Data Team do not currently have access to a dataset mapping Mental Health Services in the County.  Some service and contact information is available in the Childrens Services Frontline Directory (Mental Health Services start on Page 104). 

The HSE has their services mapped but at present there is no category dedicated particularly to Mental Health Services.  The Spatial Data Team Manager has already held meetings with the Health Intelligence Unit about accessing and sharing their data.

The Art Trax application was procured by the Council but at present it is only available for the iPhone format. The company who developed the app have agreed to work on an Android version of the app over the coming months.

Based on the cost of the Art Trax application it is estimated that the development of an app of this kind would be expected to be in the region of €3,000 plus annual maintenance costs of €600. However before any instructions are issued it is considered prudent that the currently available Mental Health related mobile apps in the public domain are further investigated to determine whether any development work carried out to date by another organisation could be utilised or whether it is possible to develop the mapping function as an extension to any existing app(s).  In parallel with this technical work, the functionality of the app will be discussed with Mental Health Ireland and the Jigsaw Project with a view to maximising the potential of the proposed app and the mapping of mental health services in the County. It is likely that a partnership approach to this project will yield the best outcome in the shortest timeframe.” 

Councillor C. King spoke on this Motion and outlined difficulties people had in accessing this type of information and the stigma which was still attached to mental health issues.  He also went on to discuss how this app may be developed for both android and iPhones.

Councillors P. Kearns, J. Lahart, P. Cosgrave and M. Devine joined in the debate referring to issues surrounding which agency would lead the proposal / development of the app and how much willingness there was from such agencies to participate were discussed. 

The County Manager, Ms P. Poole made a number of suggestions as to how to gather information available and how to put it together as an app.  She stated that as she was on the Board of Jigsaw (part of whose brief is to provide this type of service to young people) that she would be discussing this matter with the Board.  She also commented on the problem surrounding gaps in information held by the Health Service Executive (HSE) but welcomed the Council’s opportunity to work on developing such an app for use within the Community.

The motion was PASSED.
M2/1012
MAYORS BUSINESS - RELEASE OF MARION PRICE AND MARTIN COREY

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. McDonagh:
“That this Council calls for the immediate release of Marion Price and Martin Corey.  Everyone is entitled to due process.  Both Martin Corey and Marion Price have been denied this. Their continued detention without trial is an infringement of their human rights and clearly undermines the justice system which imprisons them. Their continued imprisonment is unjust and is in defiance of rulings by the courts in both cases. Both have been granted bail by the courts and yet remain in prison.”

REPORT:
“If the motion is passed details of the Members' sentiments will be conveyed to the Minister for Justice  & Equality.”
Councillor King outlined the background to the motion. He spoke on issues of human rights and pointed out that even though the Courts have ruled that they be released immediately, both remain in prison.  He urged Members to look beyond past politics and support the Motion.

Councillor M. Devine congratulated the Mayor in putting forward the Motion and was of the opinion that not releasing these prisoners was similar to the re- introduction of internment.

Councillor M. McDonagh also felt that this action was a form of internment and stated that although the Courts’ process has recommended release of the prisoners the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland had decided they should not be released and called for support of the Members.

Councillor G. Kenny fully supported the Motion and proposed an amendment to read as follows:

“That this Council calls for the immediate release of Marion Price and Martin Corey and that a copy of the Motion if passed be sent to the Secretary of State for the six Counties.  Everyone is entitled to due process.  Both Martin Corey and Marion Price have been denied this. Their continued detention without trial is an infringement of their human rights and clearly undermines the justice system which imprisons them. Their continued imprisonment is unjust and is in defiance of rulings by the courts in both cases.  Both have been granted bail by the courts and yet remain in prison.”

This proposal was seconded by Councillor M. McDonagh.
The Mayor put the amended motion to the floor for a show of hands vote. The result was as follows:

The Mayor, Councillor C. King then called for a show of hands vote on the proposal to amend the motion, the result was as follows:

For - 13
Against - 3
Abstained - 6
Absent - 4
The amended motion the further debated as follows:

Councillor E. Walsh expressed his disappointment with the previous speakers and stated that the imprisonment of these two individuals held no comparison to internment which meant being taken into custody when innocent.  He suggested that previous speakers tone of discussion was laced with political overtones.  If the Motion were purely on humanitarian grounds he would have no problem supporting it.

Councillor J. Lahart stated that it was within the Mayors rights to bring forward the Motion but did however agreed with Councillor Walsh.  He stated that there was justification for a general Motion on infringement of human rights and would have supported the Motion on those issues.

Councillor M. Duff stated that he did not support the connection with internment but would support Motion if on the basis of due process and natural justice.

Councillor C. Brophy was of the opinion that the problem with this Motion was that it was difficult to keep historical politics out of it.  He felt the Mayor made very valid points in his introduction but some speakers had politicised the Motion.  Councillor Brophy stated that he believed however that it was morally wrong to detain individuals without due process.

Councillor D. Looney pointed out that issues of this nature have been discussed by county councils since their introduction;  he would be supporting the Motion on the basis of human rights and injustice and not from a political point of view.

Councillors E. Tuffy, P. Kearns and G. O’Connell were in agreement with Councillor Looney and stated that they would be supporting the Motion purely on humanitarian grounds. 

Councillor C. Jones informed the Members that she was uncomfortable with the wording of the Motion and was not clear what “release” meant.  She also stated that if the Motion was purely on their entitlement to due process she would be more supportive as she felt some speakers were very political in their comments.

The Mayor put the amended motion to the floor for a show of hands vote. The result was as follows:

“That this Council calls for the immediate release of Marion Price and Martin Corey and that a copy of the Motion if passed be sent to the Secretary of State for the six Counties.  Everyone is entitled to due process.  Both Martin Corey and Marion Price have been denied this. Their continued detention without trial is an infringement of their human rights and clearly undermines the justice system which imprisons them. Their continued imprisonment is unjust and is in defiance of rulings by the courts in both cases. Both have been granted bail by the courts and yet remain in prison.” 

The result was as follows:
FOR: 

  TWELVE (12)
AGAINST: 
  SEVEN (7)
ABSTAINED:  FIVE (5)
ABSENT: 
  TWO (2)
The Amended motion was PASSED.
M3/1210
TALLAGHT STADIUM & WORLD CUP RUGBY
It was proposed by Councillor C. Brophy, seconded   by Councillor E. Tuffy: 

“That this council would make available Tallaght Stadium to the IRFU as part of any Irish bid for the Rugby World Cup. The economic and tourist benefits of having the stadium included in the world’s third largest sporting will be significant and the Council should actively promote the inclusion of the Stadium as part of any Irish hosting of this event. “

REPORT:
“South Dublin County Council is open to any such proposal should such an opportunity arise. In the relatively short time that Tallaght Stadium has been operational it has had a very positive economic and also a social impact on the community of South Dublin County. The opportunity to host Rugby World Cup matches would certainly bring many visitors to Tallaght and the hospitality sector would benefit hugely from such an event. 

This Council has established a good working relationship with both the Irish Rugby Football Union and also with the Leinster Branch, and both bodies have staged games in Tallaght Stadium. These games include an "A" international match, schoolboy finals and more recently, Leinster, as Heineken Cup champions, held their first pre-season friendly in Tallaght.”    

The motion was AGREED.

M4/1012 
ALCOHOL INDUSTRY SPORTS SPONSORSHIP
 It was proposed by Councillor E. Walsh, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon:
“Go dtacaíonn an Chomhairle seo leis an mbeartas deireadh a chur leis an urraíocht ó thionscal na ndeochanna alcóil do chúrsaí spóirt, de réir a chéile, ag féachaint ar an díobháil a dhéantar dár sochaí agus dár dtimpeallacht de bharr mí úsáid alcóil.”    

“That this Council supports the gradual ending of sponsorship of sport from the alcohol drinks industry having regard to the damage that is done to our society and environment because of the abuse of alcohol.”

 
REPORT:
“Má glactar leis an rún gcuirfidh an Comhairle eolas faoin rún os comhair an pobal.

If the motion is passed by the Council details of the motion will be publicised.”  

Councillor E. Walsh opened the debate by stating that this was a matter of national importance due to the problems of litter, pollution, vandalism and anti-social behaviour which are all as a direct result of abuse of alcohol in our communities.  This abuse can also often result in attacks on members of the Fire Brigade service and An Garda Síochána.

Councillor Walsh went on to discuss sponsorship and advertising by alcohol companies which he claimed was aimed at young people and their subsequent over-indulgence of alcohol has been proven to be a direct result of this.  The Member stated that there was a need for a cultural change in relation to alcohol and social acceptance of abuse of alcohol surrounding events.

Councillor J. Hannon stated that the culture of alcohol abuse in this country must be tackled by society in the same manner in which the smoking ban, which as a society we thought could not be done, had proven to be extremely successful.  He accepted that sponsorship had some positives in the short term and that the change requested in the Motion would have to be gradual.

Councillor C. Brophy stated that he was against the Motion because although he agreed that the Country has a problem with alcohol consumption, this Motion did not reflect that the brands which gave sponsorship to sporting events were not typically the brands of choice used and abused by teenagers.  He referred to Ireland’s historic nature of sponsorship of this type and one of Ireland’s most popular attractions is the Guinness Storehouse.  He suggested that attitudes to alcohol must be changed at an early age with guidance in schools and at home, banning of sponsorship will not change anything.

Councillor J. Lahart supported the Motion and felt the ending of sponsorship should be a gradual slowdown.

Councillor C. Bond stated that this was an important issue which needed to have balance.  Other countries were capable of holding festivals, such as the Oktoberfest in Munich where despite rampant availability of alcohol there are no problems with public disorder. He stated that society needs to compare alcohol consumption and alcohol abuse and felt there were many events surrounding alcohol which are held with no issues of drunkenness and rather than clamping down on advertising society should be trying to concentrate on assisting those who have problems with alcohol.

Councillor E. Higgins felt she could not support the Motion as she considered that it would be better to take steps to tackle cut price sale of alcohol which she felt had more negative affects on use of alcohol.

Councillor M. Devine called for a rational approach.

Councillor P. Kearns stated that in her opinion advertising was very powerful; otherwise companies would not subscribe to it.  She said banning sponsorship of sporting events by alcohol companies was not the answer to our society’s problem but was a step in the right direction.

Councillor B. Bonner and Councillor D. Looney stated they would be supporting the Motion as alcohol abuse affects every family and suggested that sports and alcohol sponsorship should not go together.  Councillor Looney commended Róisín Shorthall for her efforts on this matter during her time in Government.

Councillor E. Walsh requested a roll call vote.  Councillor B. Lawlor declared a conflict of interest and stated that he would therefore be abstaining from the discussion and vote.  
The result of the roll call vote was as follows:-
FOR: 

   FOURTEEN (14)
AGAINST: 
   TEN (10)
ABSTAINED:   ONE (1)
ABSENT: 
   ONE (1)

FOR:   
Councillors B. Bonner, P. Cosgrave, M. Devine, T. Gilligan, J. Hannon, C. Jones, P. Kearns, G. Kenny, J. Lahart, D. Looney, G. O’Connell, T. Ridge, E. Tuffy, E. Walsh
AGAINST:     Councillors C. Bond, C. Brophy, E. Coburn, M. Corr, T. Delaney, 
A-M. Dermody, M. Duff, E. Higgins, C. King, M. McDonagh

ABSTAIN:
Councillor B. Lawlor

ABSENT:
Councillor W. Lavelle

The Motion was PASSED and it was further agreed to forward sentiments of the motion to the Minister for Health and the Junior Minister for Health.
M5/1012
ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR ON RED LUAS LINE
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor T. Delaney:
“That this Council contact the operators of the Red Line Luas re. Bullying and nuisance of passengers on a continuous basis by groups of youths who disturb and frighten other passengers particularly the elderly.  I was verbally abused recently when I asked a group to stop shouting and moving around upsetting, in particular senior citizens.  My journey was from Abbey St. and there was no security presence until Red Cow.  I believe an on-board security is the only safeguard for the users of the Luas.” 
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed details will be conveyed to Veolia Trandev Dublin Ireland who is the operator of Luas.”
Councillor Ridge asked that the Council request a representative from Veolia to attend the Transportation SPC to set out how they intend to deal with the anti- social activity regularly encountered by passengers on the Red Luas line and if the Manager would make a commitment that this representative would be available. Responding Ms T. Walsh, Director of Roads & Water Services, agreed to make the request but was unable to guarantee attendance.
The motion was PASSED. 
M6/1012
LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUNDING 
It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor C. Bond:
“That this Council, being deeply concerned at the need for credible, transparent, accountable and proper funding for the services delivered by and through the Local Authority, requests the Manager to write to the Minister for the Environment and Local Government, copied to the Minister for Finance, asking that any consideration of a property tax and/or review of the household charge be done only in the context of the funding of Local Government and that it be introduced in a manner that takes account of (a) the ability to pay by householders, (b) includes a realistic subvention from central Government and (c) that it provides for the active participation of elected Councillors in determining both the need and the level of such charges within their circumscription.”

REPORT:
“If the motion is passed details will be conveyed to the Ministers as outlined in the motion (Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government, and copied to the Minister for Finance).”
Councillor G. O’Connell stated that all funds should be used for the purpose for which they are collected.   He went on to discuss the need to avoid double taxation and that if there is to be a property tax it should be done only in the context of funding local government and should not be used to support central government.  He also  reiterated that Members should have a say in what the money collected is used for .
Councillor C. Brophy spoke in support of the Motion stating that elected Members should have control over setting of this tax and discretion in how it is spent. He also felt that local taxation must be spread as wide as possible as it was not feasible to ask the same small minority to pay again and again, suggesting that if a household is benefiting from local services that it must contribute.

Councillor G. Kenny wished to record that his opposition to the Motion.
The Motion was AGREED. 
 M7/1012 
RAGWORTH
 It was proposed by Councillor E. Coburn, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy:
“That this council discuss with the aid of a report the policy of SDCC towards the treatment and management of Ragworth.”
REPORT:
“Ragwort is generally not an issue in Parks nor Non National road grass margins which are maintained by the Parks Department in accordance with budget allocations. 

In June, SDCC received additional grants from the National Roads Authority and asked to prioritise the cutting of Ragworth. The additional monies are National Primary routes   €50,000; National Secondary routes €12,900.

Ragworth was cut on the N4 and N7 in late July and cut on the N81 in September.

In 2013, it is envisaged that the maintenance of the N4 and N7 will be carried out by private contractors (this includes ragworth removal).

Isolated instances of ragworth may occur on land vested in the Council and efforts are made to contain same in the Council's asset management programme.  The treatment of ragworth on private lands is a matter for the individual landowner.” 

In accordance with Standing Order No 13 it was agreed with the consent of the members to vary the sequence of business and to take Motion 16 (of similar subject matter) in tandem with this item:
M16/1012
RAGWORTH
It was proposed by Councillor G O’ Connell, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“Given the proliferation of the noxious weed "RAGWORTH" on the verges and medians of roads across the County, e.g. the N4 at Palmerston, the Coldcut, the N81, (and that it is illegal not to eradicate it) and as the unkept state of many of these road verges  is a source of frustration and blight on the efforts of local communities who do their best and work towards the objectives of  "Beautiful South Dublin" that Council Management bring forward realistic proposals for implementation on a phased basis beginning in 2013, for low maintenance, cost effective and environmentally friendly verges and medians.”

 

REPORT:
“Ragwort is generally not an issue in neither Parks nor Non National road grass margins which are maintained by the Parks Department in accordance with budget allocations. 

In June, SDCC received additional grants from the National Roads Authority and asked to prioritise the cutting of Ragworth. The additional monies are National Primary routes   €50,000; National Secondary routes €12,900.

Ragworth was cut on the N4 and N7 in late July and the N81 was cut in September.

In 2013, it is envisaged that the maintenance of the N4 and N7 will be carried out by private contractors (this includes ragworth removal).

Isolated instances of ragworth may occur on land vested in the Council and efforts of ragworth on private lands is a matter for the individual landowner.”  

Councillor E. Coburn recorded her surprise at reference in the Manager’s report that Ragworth was not a problem in the County and set out what was, in her opinion, the most suitable methods of dealing with the problem.
Councillor G. O’Connell discussed the methods of cutting Ragworth and the duties of the Council in relation to the cutting of same.  He also discussed the recent cutting of the N4 to the M50 and was keen to discuss ways to have cost effective environmentally friendly methods to maintain major road verges throughout the County.
Councillor C. Brophy noted that cutting of Ragworth was controlled by legislation and as a Local Authority there is an obligation to tackle the matter in a responsible manner. 
Councillor W. Lavelle thanked both Members for the Motions and noted that there was a complaints process in relation to Ragworth and requested that the Council display on their website what this process is.
Councillor M. Devine wished to support the Motion.

Responding to the debate Ms T. Walsh, Director of Roads & Water Services,  outlined the Council’s obligations under current legislation in relation to control of Ragworth.  Ms Walsh stated that having consulted with both the Roads and Parks Departments it had been established that Ragworth was generally not an issue.  She went on to outline the cost and control options available to the Council on national, primary and secondary roads and a tender for maintenance by the National Roads Authority which included removal of Ragworth. 
Ms Walsh undertook to use the Council’s website to make information available to private landowners of their responsibility and the complaints process.
The report was NOTED.
At this point in the meeting in accordance with Standing Order No 13 it was agreed with the consent of the members to vary the sequence of business and consider Motion 13 as there were a number of interested parties in the public gallery:

M13/1012
COMMUNITY SAFETY FORA
It was proposed by Councillor B. Bonner, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“Given that the interim funding for the Community Safety Fora is due to run out at the end of the year, a report is requested on the progress made to date in the efforts made to secure alternative funding.  This Council recognises the invaluable work being done by the fora and urges the relevant ministers to find the funding to enable the fora to continue.” 

REPORT: 
“A comprehensive   report  on this issue was made to the Council at the full County Council meeting on Monday 14th May 2012.

Essentially, the Community Safety Fora projects at North Clondalkin and South West Clondalkin, along with the Estate Management projects at Fettercairn and Killinarden had their central government funding withdrawn from the end of March 2012. After a series of meetings between the Council and the Department of the Environment Community and Local Government, the Department agreed to provide additional pro rata funding to support the four projects for the second quarter of 2012, i.e. until 30th June 2012.

Subsequently, South Dublin County Council officials, while continuing to maintain contact with the DOECLG, co-ordinated meetings with the stakeholders involved in the projects including the Dodder Valley and CPLN Partnerships and the Clondalkin and Tallaght Drugs Task Forces. 

The outcome of the discussions was a proposal to maintain all four projects until the end of 2012, following identification of funds on a partnership basis between the Council and stakeholders, in this case Tallaght Drugs Task Force and CPLN Partnership.

The Council identified a sum of €48,000 from the Tallaght Community Linkage Fund for the projects at Fettercairn and Killinarden, with a contribution also from the Tallaght Drugs Task Force and a further sum of €30,000 from the Council's own resources within the Community and Housing 2012 budget with a contribution from the CPLN Partnership for the Safety Forum projects in North Clondalkin and South West Clondalkin.

As outlined in the report this is a once-off contribution from the Council and would provide an opportunity for the relevant projects to source alternative funding streams. It would also allow time for the Minister of State to complete her report on the structures that underpin the National Dugs Strategy. It is understood that this review will include how current funding structures can be improved or streamlined, particularly with local and regional drugs task forces. 

Mainly the proposal provides an opportunity to the relevant projects and stakeholders for the report to be issued, for alternative funds to be sourced and / or for the collective structures to identify an alternative model for the delivery of service.

The financial assistance from the Council as identified above is in respect of 2012 only, and it must be re-iterated that the Council is not in a position for funding beyond 2012.” 

Councillor B. Bonner spoke on the Motion and acknowledged the interim measure taken by the Council to make funds available until the end of 2012.  She also acknowledged that this measure was not sustainable.  Councillor Bonner requested the support of all Members and to write to all relevant Ministers requesting that the decision to cut funding be reversed.     

The Mayor Councillor C. King  thanked the Council for their interim measure but stated that it was imperative that this funding be maintained as it was not the responsibility of the local authority to fund such projects, this must come from mainstream central government funding.

Councillors Duff, Cosgrave, O’Connell, Devine, Gilligan, Brophy, Lahart, Walsh, Hannon and Jones all gave strong support to the Motion and acknowledged the Council and Drugs Task Force for their funding.  A number of the Members stated that they have spoken to the Minister and new Junior Minister on the issue and they have agreed to look at the issue without commitment.

Councillor T. Gilligan welcomed members of the Forum who had attended in the public gallery in support of the Motion.

The Mayor concluded by stating that it was important for unanimous support to ensure sufficient pressure is put on Ministers so that funding can be provided and projects can continue.

The Motion was PASSED with unanimous agreement to write to new Minister Alex White, the Minister for Justice & Equality, Minister for Environment Community & Local Government, and the Minister for Finance. 
M14/1012
TIDY TOWNS 2012
It was proposed by Councillor E. Higgins, seconded by Councillor C. King and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE: 

“That this Council congratulates members of the Tidy Towns Committees across the County on their fantastic efforts in this year’s competition and acknowledges the hard work of the Council staff, including Máire Ní Dhomhnaill and her team, who supported and encouraged these groups.”
REPORT:
“There were 5 entries from South Dublin County in the 2012 Tidy town’s competition, including Lucan, Clondalkin, Rathfarnham, Palmerston and Griffeen. The reports for all entries can be found at this link. The adjudication reports includes comments under the various judging categories

· Overall development approach 

· The Built environment 

· Landscaping 

· Wildlife and Natural amenities 

· Litter Control 

· Tidiness 

· Waste Minimisation 

· Residential Areas 

· Roads, streets and back areas 

· General Impression

In addition to the 5 groups that entered this year, a number of other groups were convened and have begun to become very active in the areas. For 2013, the Council aims to continue to support these groups in their efforts to gain entry to the competition while also assisting the 2012 groups to improve on their scores in future competitions.

The promotion of participation in such competitions as the Tidy Towns, Pride of Place etc is seen as an essential part of the development of pro-social activities within the county and is therefore a priority for the Council. The Council is committed to continuing to promote these competitions and the ethos of community participation that they espouse.

In preparation for 2013, the Council will shortly be arranging meetings with the groups to prioritise their work programmes for next year. In addition, a Tidy Towns network will be developed through which groups can share learning, experience and information gained this year.”
The motion was PASSED.
M18/1012
M50 LANDSCAPING
It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:

“That this Council conveys to the NRA its disappointment on the quality of landscaping along the M50 from the Balrothery Interchange to the County Boundary with DLR with a view to securing a commitment to invest in the landscaping along this section of the route in coming years.”

REPORT:
“If the motion is passed its terms will be conveyed to the NRA and the Council will be informed when a response is received.”
The motion was PASSED.
M19/1012
PUBLIC EVENTS PLANNED
It was proposed by Councillor E. Higgins, seconded by Councillor C. King and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:
“That the Manager present a report outlining what events are being considered or planned for public parks and open spaces between now and Christmas.”

REPORT:
“As in recent years South Dublin County Council will provide and light 3 civic Christmas trees at the following locations; Chamber Square, Tallaght, Civic Offices Clondalkin and County Library Tallaght.

The Council’s events team in partnership with local artists and community groups co-ordinate the ‘switching on’ of the Christmas tree lights by the Mayor of South Dublin County each year in our civic spaces in Clondalkin and Tallaght.  These events are extremely well attended and have proved increasingly popular over the years as both spectators and participants enjoy an afternoon of fun and entertainment for all. 

On the 8th December 2012, ‘UNWRAPPED’ the annual winter celebration will take place in the County Library, Civic Theatre, RUA RED and Chamber Square culminating with the official lighting of the Civic Christmas Tree by the Mayor. 

UNWRAPPED 2012 takes its theme from Oscar Wilde’s short story ‘The Selfish Giant’. Artists, children, young people, and communities of all ages will join in creating an exciting and imaginative live event involving animation, puppetry, music and visual arts that brings the story’s themes of friendship, love, and generosity of spirit to life. Images from last year’s event and further details of the upcoming performance can be found on Facebook at Unwrapped South Dublin
It is proposed that the Clondalkin Christmas Tree lighting ceremony will take place week beginning 3rd December.

Halloween 2012 (link to Report to Council September 2012)
This year it has been decided to adopt a new approach to celebrating Halloween. Events will be organized that encourage community participation, building community capacity and providing a fun filled spectacle for families through the direct involvement of those families. The events will move away from the mixed message of the community bonfire while maintaining a focus for families and communities around which the Halloween celebrations can take place.

The Council has developed a programme with community arts groups that will involve approximately 200 children from Tallaght and Clondalkin in arts and performance workshops. In these workshops the children will learn the art of costume making and street performance over the course of the next two months. The workshops will aim to culminate in two events featuring pageant type music and dance displays, one in Tallaght and one in Clondalkin, which will showcase the new skills learned by the children.

Plans are now well advanced in relation to the staging of the events and information will be circulated to Councillors shortly. The promotional campaign has now also started with the first publications/communiques going out to the public.

Events in Parks
The County’s parks are very popular places for many activities including community, sports, family, youth and charity focused events. This year alone a total of 88 events have been listed, over 50% in Corkagh area, 30% in the Esker area and the remainder in the Tymon district.

Some of the larger events that took place included: 

· Business Houses Cross Country Race, Tymon Park in January 

· Easter Treasure Hunt in three Regional Parks in April 

· Tom Byrne Memorial Road Race, Griffeen Valley Park in May 

· Bark in the Park, Tymon Park in June 

· National Play Day, Corkagh Park in June 

· Mela Festival, Corkagh Park in August.  

· Ramble Aid in three Regional Parks in September.

These events attract visitor numbers ranging from the several hundreds into the thousands for popular events such as National Play Day.

Events have also been organised for other parks in the county including the Charity Walk Olympics in Rathcoole Park in June and many Family Fun Days organised by local residents associations and schools in May and June.

Two funfairs also took place, one in Corkagh Park in May and one in Griffeen Valley Park at the end of August / early September.

The Council is aware of the importance of the parks in the county as locations / venues for events and activities, organised both directly by the Council as well as by third parties. The Council is more than willing to make the parks available for well organised and insured events. A parks events policy is being prepared to facilitate this increasing use of our parks.”
The report was NOTED.
M20/1012
PHOENIX PARK RAIL TUNNEL
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor B. Lawlor and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE: 

“That this Council calls on the Minister for Transport, Minister of State for Public Transport and National Transport Authority to commission an independent value-for-money assessment of the potential to reopen the Phoenix Park rail tunnel, to take a limited number of commuter trains from the Kildare Line to the City Centre/Docklands and to link with the Broombridge terminus of the planned Luas BXD line which was recently granted permission by an Bord Pleanala?”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed details of the Members' sentiments will be conveyed to the Minister for Transport, Minister of State for Public Transport and National Transport Authority for their attention and reply.” 

The motion was PASSED.
M21/1012
AREA BASED PARTNERSHIPS
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:
“That this Council, noting the decision of the Government, to merge the CPLN and DVP Area Based Partnerships, registers its support for the work of both Partnerships  in South Dublin County, and requests the Manager to write to the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government, conveying the view of the Council  that it supports the work of CPLN and DVP, and is of the view that any proposed merger should protect specific projects of both Partnerships across the County  and ensure that the services  provided for disadvantaged communities and individuals in the County  are continued, and that there is no reduction in the financial and other resources currently available to the two Partnerships for Community Development actions.”

The motion was PASSEDThe motion was PASSED.
MOTIONS NOT REACHED

(M8)
LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUND 

Councillor E. Tuffy 

“That it is the view of this Council that the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government was not justified in deciding, as advised to the County Manager by letter of 18th July 2012, to cut the allocation from the Local Government Fund to South Dublin County Council by almost two million Euro, almost a 12% cut in the Councils LGF grant of 17 million Euro, which in terms of the population of the County was already the lowest LGF Allocation in the Country, that this Council calls on the Minister to restore the Council's allocation to its original level,  and that this Council is seriously concerned about the approach of the Government to the whole question of introducing a Property Tax and or a "Council Charge" to partially fund local authorities, and reiterates its previously expressed view that any new Property Tax and/or revised household charge should be fair and equitable, should not discriminate against householders in South Dublin and Dublin in general, and must have regard to ability to pay.”
(M9)
COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE SPACES
Councillor W. Lavelle

That that Council requests the Manager to present a detailed report, for discussion, on the funding options available to the Council to develop new community enterprise centre spaces, training space, ‘hot-desking’ facilities etc. (including though the leasing of currently vacant premises) in areas of the county currently not serviced and where there is a clear verifiable demand.”
(M10)
BUYING AND SELLING OF SEX
Councillor T. Gilligan 

That this Council calls on the government to criminalize the buying (and selling) of sex.

(M11)
ODCA & GREYHOUND 

Councillor J. Lahart 

That this Council agrees that  (i) it is necessary for the Office of the Director of Consumer Affairs to examine the new pricing structures announced by Greyhound Recycling with a view to assessing their fairness and accuracy to existing customers - and  (ii) if approved requests the ODCA to investigate the new pricing structure forthwith.

(M12) 
ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR

Councillor M. Devine 

That this Council discuss, with the aid of a report, the increasing numbers of households applying for Transfer of accommodation due to Anti-Social Behaviour.

(M15) 
WEALTH TAX

Councillor D. Looney 

That this Council calls on the Government to introduce a wealth tax as part of Budget 2013.

(M17)
ROUNDABOUTS

Councillor A-M. Dermody
That this Council outline what justifications there can be for the reluctance of this Council not to permit advertising on the roundabouts within the County, in circumstances where this Council have hitherto fore accepted and provided advertising at these same roundabouts in previous years and where there are businesses willing to pay for such a service.  Reasons given to date include health and safety concerns, disinterest by businesses and that the revenue gathered fails to justify the effort.
The Meeting Concluded at 6.35 pm.
Signed: ________________________

Mayor 

Date:__________________________
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