COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 10th September 2012


PRESENT
	 Councillors
	Councillors

	Bond, C.
	Kearns, P.

	Bonner, B.
	Kenny, G.

	Brophy, C.
	King, C.

	Coburn, E.
	Lahart, J.

	Corr, M.
	Lavelle, W.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lawlor, B.

	Dermody AM.
	Looney, D.

	Devine, M
	McDonagh, M.

	Gilligan, T.
	O’Connell, G.

	Hannon, J.
	Ridge, T.

	Higgins, E.
	Tuffy, E.

	Jones, C.
	Walsh, E.






OFFICIALS PRESENT
	County Manager
	P. Poole 

	Directors / Heads of Function


	C. Henehan, P. Murphy, B. Coman, 
F. Nevin, J. Quinlivan

	Senior Executive Officers
	 M. Maguire, Y. Dervan,  H. Hogan,

L. Leonard, M. Ni Dhomhnaill

	Senior Engineer
	D. Finch, J. McLoughlin

	Senior Parks Superintendant 
	B. Sheehan

	Administrative Officer
	E. Leech

	Senior Planner 
	P. Hogan 

	Senior Executive Planner
	D. Larkin

	A/Administrative Officer
	M. O’Neill

	A/Staff Officer 
	B. Gorman

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne

	IT
	C Whelan


An apology for inability to attend was received from Councillor M. Duff.

The Mayor, Councillor C. King, presided.

H1/0912 
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 9th July 2012 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart.

H2/0912
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H3/0912
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H4/0912
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES  -  ENVIRONMENT SPC
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED: 

(i) Report from Meeting  03/09/12
Council report Environment SPC 3rd September 2012 in the Council Chamber

“Attendance


Members



Officials

Councillor John Lahart Cathaoirleach     John Quinlivan, Director Environmental 





Services 

Councillor Breda Bonner 

Yvonne Dervan, Senior Executive Officer


Councillor Chris Bond
           

Maire NiDhomhnaill, Project Manager

Councillor Emma Coburn

Dermot Finch, Senior Engineer


Councillor John Hannon             
Sorcha O’Brien, Environmental Awareness Officer


Councillor William Lavelle 

Joseph Bockaire, Senior Executive Engineer


Councillor Guss O’Connell 




Councillor Eamonn Tuffy

Councillor Eamonn Walsh

Sectoral Interests


Pat Lee 


Una Ruddock 

Apologies

Councillor Máire Devine, Councillor Guss O’Connell, Sherri Brennan, Mary Keegan, Connie Kiernan
An Cathaoirleach, Councillor John Lahart presided.
Item 1 - Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 1st May 2012. 

Proposed by Cllr Lahart seconded by Cllr Hannon and Agreed 
Item 2 - Matters Arising 

Cllr Lahart thanked Cllr Hannon for his time as Cathaoirleach of the Environment SPC committee, as did Director of Services, Mr John Quinlivan. Cllr Hannon thanked everyone for their participation on the committee whilst his was Cathaoirleach and wished Cllr Lahart the best in his role as Cathaoirleach
Item 3 - Dumping in Mountains/upland area subcommittee minutes & report 

It was agreed to seek discussion with An Garda Siochana on the matter of Illegal Dumping and covert investigations through the Joint Policing Committee.

Following discussion it was agreed PURE be requested to provide a presentation at the Council meeting in October.

Item 4 - Enforcement policy review 

It was agreed to reconvene the SPC Subcommittee to review the Councils Enforcement Policy.

It was agreed that the process for the Review of the Council’s Waste byelaws be initiated.

It was also agreed that a presentation on the full waste policy be brought to the next SPC.  

Item 5 - Litter fines

Following presentation and discussion, it was agreed that a letter would be sent to the Minister for Justice regarding the none-collection of fines by the Courts.

It was also agreed that the possibility of Litter Bye-laws be listed for future business of the SPC.

Item 6 - Sand bag Policy proposal

It was recommended by the committee that the Sand bag policy as presented would be brought to the Council for approval  

Item 7 - A.O.B. 


The meeting concluded at 6.58p.m.”
The report which included a recommendation to initiate the review of the Waste Bye-Laws, was NOTED.
(ii) Minutes of Meeting 01/05/12
Minutes of Meeting of the Environment SPC 1st May 2012

“Attendance
Members                                                 Officials
Councillor John Hannon Cathaoirleach       John Quinlivan, Director Environmental Services 

Councillor Breda Bonner                           Yvonne Dervan, Senior Executive Officer

Councillor Emma Coburn                           Maire NiDhomhnaill, Project Manager

Councillor Máire Devine                 
Sorcha O’Brien, Environmental Awareness Officer

Councillor John Lahart                  
Joseph Bockarie, Senior Executive Engineer

Councillor Guss O’Connell                      Rosaleen Dwyer, Heritage Officer 

Councillor Eamonn Tuffy                  
Joanna Troughton, Environmental Health Officer

Councillor Eamonn Walsh                       Warren Phelan, RPS Group

Sectoral Interests

Connie Kiernan – Community Forum

Pat Lee

Mary Keegan
Apologies
Councillor Máire Devine 

Councillor Chris Bond 

Una Ruddock

Sherri Brennan

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor John Hannon presided.
Item 1
Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 6th February 2012. 

Proposed by, Cllr Coburn seconded by Cllr Tuffy and Agreed 

Item 2
Matters Arising 

Cllr Hannon introduced welcomed Ms Keegan to the Environment SPC committee 

Item 3
DECLG public consultation on the review of the smoky coal ban regulations
A summary report on the “DECLG public consultation on the review of the smoky coal ban regulations” was provided by Joanna Troughton, Environmental Health Officer. Following contributions from Cllr Walsh, Cllr Bonner and Cllr Hannon , Ms  Troughton responded to the issues raised by the members and stated that South Dublin Count  Council  would be making a submission to the consultation process. The Deadline for submissions is 17th May 2012.

 Item 4
2010 Annual report on the Dublin Waste Management plan 
Following an introduction to item 4 from Mr Quinlivan and Cllr Hannon a presentation on the “2010 Annual report on the Dublin Waste Management plan” was provided by Mr Warren Phelan RPS Group. Following contributions from Cllr Walsh, Cllr Tuffy, Cllr La Hart and Cllr Hannon Mr Phelan and Director of Services Mr Quinlivan responded to the issues raised by the members.

Item 5
Evaluation of the Waste Management Plan for the Dublin Region 
Following an introduction to item 5 from Mr Quinlivan a report on the “Evaluation of the Waste Management Plan for the Dublin Region” was presented by Mr Warren Phelan RPS Group. 

Item 6
Biodiversity Plan update
An update report on the Biodiversity Plan was provided by Rosaleen Dwyer, Heritage Officer. Following contributions from Cllr O’Connell & a request that the submission deadline be extended to the end of September, Ms Dwyer state that the consultation process could be extended to the end of September.

Item 7
Dumping in Mountains/upland area
Item 7 was not reached however following a contribution from Ms Kiernan a decision was made to set up a subgroup that would look at this item consisting of Cllr Hannon, Cllr O’Connell, Ms Kiernan and Mr Lee. It was also stated that PURE would be requested to present to the sub-group. 

 
Item 8
A.O.B. 

The meeting concluded at 6.45p.m.”

The Minutes were NOTED.
H5/0912
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

QUESTIONS FOR NOTING
It  was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:
“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions numbered Q1 – Q29 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
Q1/0912
SPEED RAMPS 

QUESTION: Councillor C. Bond
Can the Council take measures to improve the durability of current and future Speed Ramps?

`
REPLY:
Significant deterioration to the surface of traffic calming ramps has occurred throughout the County.  Similar issues are also evident in neighbouring local authority areas.  

It is probable that the periods of prolonged sub-zero temperatures that were experienced during late 2009 / early 2010 and again in late 2010 contributed to the problem.  

Roads Department Staff have been  in discussions with the road surfacing suppliers and contractors to examine the matter and develop a strategy to prevent a re-occurrence.

The solution is to discontinue using red bitumen in the Ramps and the new Ramps will consist of black bitumen with red aggregate.

Q2/0912 
BEDSITS
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr
To ask the Manager to indicate the number of bedsits within the Council's current housing stock?
REPLY:
There are no bedsits within the Council's current housing stock. There are currently 770 one-bedroomed units of Council Housing Stock. The one bedroomed units are comprised of apartments, houses, bungalows and maisonette type dwellings.

The typical layout of all these homes is that they have a bedroom, living area with kitchen and separate bathroom. Some have their own door and some have shared entrance doorways and are provided on both ground and upper floors.

Q3/0912
FUNFAIR TYMON PARK
QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine
To ask the Manager to provide a copy of terms agreed with the owners of the Fun Fair that takes place in Tymon Park annually?

REPLY:
Expressions of interest were recently invited by public advertisement for circus and funfair sites in the South Dublin County Council administrative area for the period 2012 - 2014 inclusive. Three sites were advertised:  Tymon Regional Park, Corkagh Regional Park and Griffeen Regional Park. The closing date for expressions of interest was 23rd March 2012. The sites were awarded to Xtreme Funfair, Mounthanover, Duleek, Co. Meath, subject to the terms and conditions as outlined in the tender document attached.

A date has not yet been agreed with the operator for the holding of a funfair in Tymon Park in 2012.



Tender Document 



 Q4/0912
DOG WARDENS
QUESTION: Councillor M. Duff
To ask the Manager if she will detail the powers of the County Dog Wardens, under The Control of Dogs Regulations, in particular to the requirement for owners of certain breeds of dogs that must be muzzled when in a public place and will she detail what penalties, if any, apply when owners fail to observe that requirement and how those penalties can be applied?
REPLY:
Dogs must be kept under control at all times. It is a legal requirement under the Control of Dogs Act, 1986, that a dog must be under effectual control at all times when outside of the premises of the owner/person in charge of the dog. The following types of dogs must be muzzled at all times when out in public:

American Pit Bull Terrier, Bull Mastiff, Doberman Pinscher, English Bull Terrier, German Sheppard, Japanese Akita, Japanese Tosa, Rhodesian Ridgeback, Rottweiler, Staffordshire Bull Terrier, any cross breed of the above. 

These dogs must also be led by a person over the age of 16 and kept on a strong chain or lead not longer than 2 metres. Any person who is found to be in charge of a dog that is not under effectual control is liable for a fine in the sum of €30. Failure to pay the fine can result in prosecution with a maximum fine of €1,900 and /or up to 3 month imprisonment if convicted. 

 Q5/0912
GRANTS 

QUESTION: Councillor T. Gilligan
That the Manager outlines how much this Council will get from central government this year and how much SDCC received last year?
REPLY:
Grants totalling €35,795,457 were received by South Dublin County Council for a wide range of activities and projects during the period 1 January to 25 August 2012.  These included €5,078,556 received for capital projects and €30,716,900 received for projects and schemes delivered via the 2012 operational budget.  Details regarding the final value of 2012 grant receipts are not yet available.  State funding is received for a wide range of activities including:

·         direct recoupment of costs such as the rental accommodation scheme, 

·         recoupment of loan repayments made on behalf of voluntary housing associations, 

·         capital claims for infrastructural projects, 

·         road grants, 

·         community employment schemes, 

·         higher education grants 

·         the local government fund 

Grants totalling €142,797,542 were received by South Dublin County Council in 2011.  These included €81,833,590 (of which €45,340,925 relates to M50 improvements/third lane) received for capital projects and €60,963,952 received for projects and schemes which were provided via the operational budget in 2011.

Details of the 2012 Adopted Revenue Budget available here
Q6/0912
DODDER AMENITY
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon
To ask the Manager to report on progress, if any, in relation to implementing the Development Plan objective of facilitating the establishment of a visitor centre/tourism amenity on the Dodder?

REPLY:
Specific Local Objective 78 of the County Development Plan relates to 'Tourism Amenity - Dodder Valley' and is to "Support the development of a visitor centre / tourism amenity based on the historical mills that were a feature of the area at a suitable location on the Dodder at Tallaght, and have regard to the potential impact on biodiversity and wildlife that such a development may have".  To date, a suitable location for such a facility has yet to be identified.  There are a number of initiatives underway that are intended to encourage further activity and tourism in the Dodder Valley and the additional footfall and movement likely to be generated would support the viability of a visitor centre / tourism amenity at a suitable location.

These initiatives include:-

National Transport Authority Funding to develop a new and upgraded walking and cycling route from Dublin Docklands / Ballsbridge up the Dodder Valley to Firhouse.  This Project is being undertaken jointly by DCC and SDCC and is being led by SDCC.  It is intended to extend the scope of the study to link with the Dublin Mountains Way at Kiltipper Park / Bohernabreena and enable the Dodder Valley route to be used for both commuter and leisure / amenity purposes.

National Transport Authority Funding to develop a  new and upgraded walking and cycling route from Tallaght to Ballyboden, including new routes through the Dodder Valley Park at Old Bawn and a new pedestrian/cycle bridge over the Dodder between  the Park and the Firhouse Road.  This Project is being undertaken by SDCC and is currently at Part 8 design stage.  If the Part 8 is successful, it would be intended to seek NTA funding for construction to commence in 2013.

In addition to the above, the Heritage Council has recently funded a biodiversity and ecological assessment of the section of the Dodder Valley from the bridge at Old Bawn Road to the bridge at Bohernabreena.

Q7/0912
DOG LITTER
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon
To ask the Manager to outline current practice in relation to preventing dog litter in public parks and streets, with particular reference to signage, the provision of dedicated bins and enforcement, and given that the stencil signs in some areas are virtually obliterated?
REPLY:
Section 22 of the Litter Pollution Act, 1997, as amended, legally obliges dog owners to clean up after their dogs if they foul in public places. Any person in charge of a dog who does not clean up after their dog is liable to receive an on the spot fine of €150. This notice may be issued by the litter warden or a dog warden within the meaning of the Control of Dogs Act, 1996. Failure to pay this fine can result in prosecution with a maximum fine of €3,000 if convicted. The Council's Litter Warden Service is responsible for enforcement of the Litter Pollution Act.  Litter Wardens also provide biodegradable poop scoops. Members of the public can contact the Litter Warden on 01 4149000 to report dog owners that do not clean up after their pets.

Section 4 of SDCC 20ll Bye-laws for Parks and Open Spaces provides

"4.1.3    If a dog, other than a guide dog, defecates in the Park, the person in charge of the dog shall remove the faeces from the ground and dispose of in a proper manner or other receptacle which may be designated for the purpose."   

Enforcement of these Bye-laws is the responsibility of the Park Ranger Service.

Under objective 1 of the Litter Management Plan (Develop programmes on the basis of targeting the various litter categories, blackspots and illegal means of disposing of waste/refuse), the Council aims to develop a programme to deal with specific litter types of which Dog Fouling is specifically mentioned. 

An anti dog-fouling programme has already been established by the Council which consists of a number of strands that combine to address the issue of dog fouling. The Council has a Responsible Dog Ownership pop-up stand which is available on loan to schools, community centres, businesses and other venues to display. The Responsible Dog Ownership pop-up stand is aimed at the general public and will raise awareness about the importance of being a responsible dog owner and has lots of useful information on how to be a better dog owner including:  Dog Fouling, Noise Pollution, Dog Licences, Identification of Dogs, Dog Control, Stray Dogs, Unwanted Dogs, Rehoming a Dog, South Dublin County Council Dog Pound.

Responsible Dog Ownership Leaflets and Poop Scoops are also available for distribution. All this information is currently on www.sdcc.ie and available to the public. Click here to see images of the Dog Ownership pop-up, Leaflets and Poop Scoops.   In addition a pilot anti dog-fouling enforcement stencilling initiative has begun in the parks around the County. It is true that some of these stencils have now faded and these are being replaced at present with a weather/wear resistant substance. 

SDCC does not provide separate bins for the disposal of dog waste;  dog owners / persons in charge of the dog are required to remove dog litter and dispose of it in a suitable sanitary manner.  

 Q8/0912
FISHING
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon
To ask the Manager to report on current policy and practice in relation to facilitating fishing at the Dodder and other rivers within the County?

REPLY:
Inland Fisheries Ireland was formed on 1st July 2010, following the amalgamation of the Central Fisheries Board and the seven former Regional Fisheries Boards into a single agency. Inland Fisheries Ireland was established under the Fisheries Act and is a statutory body operating under the aegis of the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources. 

Its principal function is the protection and conservation of the inland fisheries resource. Inland Fisheries Ireland promotes, supports, facilitates and advises the Minister on the conservation, protection, management, development and improvement of inland fisheries and sea angling. As part of its role it advises the Minister on policy and national strategies relating to inland fisheries and sea angling. 

South Dublin County Council policy and practice in relation to fishing on the rivers of the county is determined, having regard to national legislation and policy guidance provided by Inland Fisheries Ireland. 

Fishing on the rivers of the county is licensed and permitted by Inland Fisheries Ireland. 

http://fishinginireland.info/regulations.htm
Section 5.3 of the 2011 Parks Bye-laws sets out Council policy in respect of fishing and other water related activities: 

5.3       Waters:-
            No person shall:
 a)         Walk, swim, fish, or bathe, in any waters in a Park except in those areas which may be set aside for that purpose.

b)         Foul or pollute waters in a Park. 

c)         Boat on any waters nor operate model aircraft/boats or engage in water sports/pursuits on Waters save with the prior written permission of the Council in designated areas and subject to the terms and conditions of such permission.  

The Council provides a 'put and take' fishery on the Camac River in Corkagh Park, Clondalkin which is available to the public year round, except Christmas Day.

http://www.corkaghparkfishery.ie/
   Q9/0912
PARK RANGERS 

QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon 

To ask the Manager to report on the role of Park Rangers i.e. their powers and responsibilities, and to also list the parks in which they operate?
REPLY:
The Parks CARE Service was introduced by South Dublin County Council in 1999 as part of the process of modernising the management of public parks in the county. With an emphasis on a more friendly approach, as compared to the more traditional security and enforcement role, the new service represented a major shift in the management of parks and park users, reflecting the needs and requirements of an increasingly urbanized population. The principle underpinning the new service was to change public interaction with park rangers, as far as possible, from a negative one to a positive one. The Parks CARE service replaced the more traditional park ranger service with an emphasis on Conservation, Amenity, Recreation and Education.

Park Rangers still have a responsibility for protecting our parks and ensuring that the public have convenient and safe access to the facilities, but they also play a role in promoting greater usage of parks in general. They work with local schools, communities and special interest groups by conducting guided tours of parks and by giving lectures at venues outside parks. At other times, they function as guardians of our parks, protecting the facilities from being damaged by vandals and by providing a first point of contact for members of the public seeking assistance. They also provide guidance and information to those members of the public, such as children, in the proper use of park facilities and equipment and encourage people to have a greater respect for parks.

The Park Ranger Service is also responsible for enforcing SDCC Bye-laws for Parks and Open Spaces 20ll.  In the event that a member or members of the public fails to co-operate with an instruction or direction of a park ranger, the next step, depending on the severity of the breach of the Bye-laws is to seek the assistance of An Garda Siochána to enforce the Bye-law. They are empowered to direct the public to comply with the Bye-laws and their most frequent activity in this regard to request people to put dogs on the leash. 

South Dublin County Council has a staff of fourteen Park Rangers who are deployed across the three operational districts of the county as follows:

Corkagh Park - six Rangers, primarily based in Corkagh Park but also covering Ballymount Park, McGee Park, Clondalkin Park, Killinarden Park, Jobstown Park, Rathcoole Park, Sean Walsh Park.

Esker Lane (close to Griffeen Valley Park) - four Rangers covering Griffeen Valley Park, Ballyowen Park, Collinstown Park, Glenaulin Park, Hermitage Park, Liffey Valley Park, St. Cuthbert's Park, Waterstown Park, Willsbrook Park

Tymon Park - four Rangers primarily based in Tymon Park but also covering Ballycullen Park, Ballycragh Park, Bancroft Park, Greenhills, Park, Dodder Valley Park, Rathfarnham Castle Park.

Official park hours are currently as follows:

	November, December & January
	5.00pm

	February & March
	6.00pm

	April & October
	7.00pm

	May & September
	8.00pm

	June, July & August
	9.00pm


 Q10/0912
TAKEN IN CHARGE
QUESTION Councillor J. Hannon
To ask the Manager if there is any provision whereby a residential development controlled by a management company may be taken in charge by the Council, following a request by residents and/or the management company?
REPLY:
Section 180 (as amended) of the Planning and Development Act sets out the procedure envisaged in the question and states (inter alia):

Where a development for which permission is granted under section 34 or under Part IV of the Act of 1963 includes the construction of 2 or more houses and the provision of new roads, open spaces, car parks, sewers, water mains or drains, and the development has been completed to the satisfaction of the planning authority in accordance with the permission and any conditions to which the permission is subject, the authority shall, where requested by the person carrying out the development, or, subject to subsection (3), by the majority of the owners of the houses involved, as soon as may be, initiate the procedures under section 11 of the Roads Act, 1993 .
In general terms, in order for the provisions of Section 180 to be carried out, the holding of a plebiscite to ascertain the views of the majority of the owners of the houses involved in the development, is required. On receipt of a request for services to be taken in charge the Council would arrange such a plebiscite. The Council therefore cannot initiate this process, it must emanate from the owners of the units in question, possibly initially in the form of a petition.

The Council has not operated this procedure under Section 180 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended by the Planning and Development (Amendment) Act, 2010) and therefore there is a need to clarify the practical implications of how the matter might proceed.

For example the amended Section 180 states that the plebiscite must involve the owners of the houses involved. The Council would therefore require owners participating in the plebiscite to provide documentary proof of their ownership of the home. Under the previous Section 180 the provisions of said section could be operated following a plebiscite from the majority of qualified electors. This matter was easier to verify with reference to the electoral register. 

In addition, there are more significant concerns that arise in the context of utilizing Section 180 in terms of the potential existence of a management company, completion to TIC standards, compliance with conditions of planning etc. 

Q11/0912      GRASS CUTTING ON OPEN SPACES
QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell
To ask the Manager for a report on the budget allocation for Grass Cutting in open spaces, grass verges on roadways and medians per electoral area for 2012 and how this relates to the service provided in previous years and what reduction, if any has taken place/is planned from that agreed by the members when approving the 2012 Budget?

REPLY:
Over two hundred kilometres of green routes are provided in the public parks and open spaces of the County and in recent years, good progress has been made in respect of the Countywide Green Routes network.  The Grand Canal green route to Dublin City was completed in 2010 and an extension of the western end of the route into Adamstown and South Lucan via Griffeen Valley Park and a new Canal overbridge was completed in 2011.  Also in 2010, the Dublin Mountains Way from Tallaght to Shankill was opened, including a section from Tallaght via Sean Walsh Park and Kiltipper Park to Bohernabreena.   NTA funding has been secured to implement and develop further links from adjoining areas of open space in the Clondalkin area onto the Grand Canal Route in 2012.  

Also in 2012, funding has been secured from the NTA for the design of the Dodder Valley green route from Tallaght to Ballsbridge/Docklands.  This Project is being undertaken jointly with Dublin City Council and is being led by SDCC.  NTA funding is also supporting an upgraded walking/cycle route through the Dodder Valley Park at Old Bawn.  In addition, the Heritage Council is funding survey work on the upper reaches of the Dodder Valley, from Old Bawn to Bohernabreena, in order to assess the ecological resource that would direct any future project in respect of a green route or linear park.  

Two applications were made earlier this year to the Department of Transport  for funding assistance under the National Cycle Network Local Authority Funding Scheme 2012 for projects in Corkagh Park & Griffeen Valley Park. The applications were not successful

In summary, almost all of Phase 1 of the Green Routes network is either complete or subject to design and survey work with a view to implementation.  Any outstanding elements of Phase 1 and Phase 2 will be progressed subsequently as resources can identified and/or made available.  This will include future funding applications to both the Department of Transport and National Transport Authority.

 Q12/0912
ROAD SWEEPING 

QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell
To ask the Manager for a report on the budget allocation for Road Sweeping per electoral area for 2012 and how this relates to the service provided in previous years and what reduction, if any has taken place / is planned from that agreed by the members when approving the 2012 Budget?
REPLY:
South Dublin County Council has a policy of early intervention for Shared Ownership borrowers who fall into arrears. 

South Dublin County Council has a dedicated mortgage arrears section who are committed to work with our customers experiencing problems with their repayments. Our staff can discuss the customers circumstances with a view to making an arrangement to pay that is both suitable to both the customer and the Council and each case is dealt with on an individual basis. There is an application form for reduced instalments available.

It is in the best interest of the borrower to work closely with the Council on the matter as where customers continually do not make payments on their account; or continually break agreed arrangements; or do not co-operate with the Council then legal proceedings will have to commence.

Where repossession does occur the borrowers are given the option to go on the Council’s housing list subject to the conditions under the current Allocations Scheme. 

 Q13/0912
ROAD MAINTENANCE
QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to outline the proposed new arrangements to be introduced for maintenance of the N4 and other NRA roads in the county; and to further outline the arrangements that will be in place to facilitate elected members’ representation and to ensure accountability?
REPLY:
Roads Department personnel met with the NRA in relation to the maintenance of both the N7 and N4 on Tuesday 4th September and the following was agreed:

· Tenders for the Maintenance contract of the N7 and N4 will issue in 3 weeks to 7 
shortlisted consortia.  It is intended that maintenance will include road repairs, barrier 
repair, public lighting, grass cutting and winter maintenance and be similar to the 
arrangements that pertain with the M50 which is maintained by M50 Concession.  

· The successful contractor will nominate a Liaison Person who will be the link between 
SDCC and the company in relation to Public representations etc. 

· The new contract is expected to be in place by April / May 2013. 

Q14/0912
CREDIT UNION
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to review the requirement that community groups receiving council grants have to hold a bank account so that groups with a credit union account, who wish to support their local credit union, can receive payment for lodgement in their credit union account?
REPLY:
The Council’s Finance Department has advised that we cannot make EFT Payments into a Credit Union Account as it would only go into the Credit Union Central Account and most Credit Unions would not be able to identify the payment or to whom it would relate to. It is a requirement for all Suppliers being set up on our Financial System that they hold a current Bank Account Number, Sort Code, Email Address and Tax Registration Number. For these reasons it is not possible at this stage to make community grants payable to Groups through Credit Union Accounts.

Q15/0912
STRIMMING
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to ensure that when grass verges are being cut by council staff that the areas around lighting columns and signs are also strimmed at the same time and not ignored while being left to be sprayed at a later date?
REPLY:
The most efficient and cost effective method of controlling grass and weed growth around poles, columns and barriers in roadside verges is by use of herbicides (weed killers). The spraying programme has been significantly disrupted this year due to the adverse weather conditions throughout the late spring and summer months. 

For herbicides to be fully effective, a number of factors are necessary, the most critical of which is the presence of favourable weather conditions.  For optimum performance, the weather conditions should be dry when applying the herbicide and also for a period of up to 6 hours after application. Wind speeds should be relatively low to avoid drift and damage to non target species. The ambient temperature is also important as it influences both growth rates and the rate at which the herbicide is taken up and metabolised within the plant. The prolonged period of very wet and unsettled weather, combined with lower than average temperatures since May, has caused significant disruption to the spraying programme in terms of both the application of the herbicides as well as a reduction in the effectiveness of the herbicides following application.

However, in recent weeks, with some improvement and settling of weather, an effective spraying programme has again been possible. Staff has been and will continue to spray herbicides, subject to weather conditions, in these areas to control the weeds. However with the heavy growth that has taken place over the summer, it will take some time for the effect of the herbicides to become apparent.

Q16/0912
PEDESTRIAN AND CYCLE SAFETY

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager, when considering future applications to the National Transport Authority, to prioritise measures to improve pedestrian and cycle safety along key routes to schools; and not to progress any further proposals for the opening-up of existing estate railings except where originally requested by local residents?
REPLY:
Applications to the NTA for funding are assessed in relation to a range of criteria based on a user hierarchy that seeks to promote walking, cycling and public transport rather than car use, particularly for local journeys that may be relatively short.  Typically, projects identified in the SDCC area will be competing with projects in each of the three other Dublin local authority areas.

Measures to improve pedestrian and cycle safety on key routes to schools are important, but can often include permeability links via existing closed off areas such as open spaces and housing estates.  Evidence of strong pedestrian/cycle desire lines, whereby a significant proportion of the local population are already climbing over or through walls or fences, is a good indicator of where local routes may be improved and upgraded to facilitate greater pedestrian and cyclist use.  Pedestrian and cycle safety measures on the road network may not be as effective if the road network has been originally laid out to promote the efficient movement of vehicles in the first instance and cannot offer convenient and direct routes that would encourage walking or cycling.  Moreover, whilst journeys to school are important, trips to local shops and services, bus stops, open spaces and workplaces are also considered to be of significance.  

Measures that improve access to a range of destinations to and from residential areas are therefore likely to be supported. The approach proposed in the question would limit both the range of appropriate measures identified through the above process across the County and the related funding opportunities.  Every proposal for funding will have different characteristics and considerations and merits individual consideration.  The practice to date has been to discuss proposals with local members prior to seeking funding and to engage in significant local consultation either in lieu of Part 8, where the proposed Project is sub Part 8 threshold, or prior to Part 8 where necessary.  

 Q17/0912 
ONE MILLION TREES IN ONE DAY
QUESTION:  Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager to investigate the possibility of this Council working with the 'One Million Trees in One Day' group, "a charity, not-for-profit, cross-border, community and environmental initiative" which is seeking to plant a million young native trees at different sites across the island of Ireland on a single day in the coming months, and to make a statement on the initiative?
REPLY:
The Council recently became aware of the initiative, see link www.onemilliontreesinoneday.com
There would be some concerns about the relatively short lead time for implementing such a large planting scheme in one day and the financial viability of the project. Participation entails compliance with detailed conditions including vetting of sites, preparation of planting and management plans, completion of long term legal agreements (20 year period) with the organisation which will cover land ownership, management and maintenance, ownership of the trees and distribution of profits generated from the plantations.  

The Council is considering the implications of the terms and conditions of the scheme before seeking further information and opening any discussions with the organisation.   

Q18/0912
HIGHER EDUCATION GRANTS

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager to report on the processing of Higher Education Grants by this Council in light of the changes introduced by the Student Support Act 2011, including in the report details on the numbers of applications being renewed for the upcoming academic year, comparisons with relevant previous data and changes in staffing and other resources; and to make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
Student Support Act 2011
Student Support Act 2011 was signed into law on 2nd February 2011.    

This legislation allowed for  a fundamental reform of the student grants system: instead of four student grant schemes there is now only one and a single grant awarding authority was established (Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) and is operational replacing the existing 66 grant awarding bodies (local authorities and VECs) for all new applications from 2012/13. The existing awarding bodies will continue to process applications for grant renewals and will ultimately cease to provide this service in the course of three years. 

2011/2012
South Dublin County Council received a total of 1923 applications for Higher Education Grants in the 2011/2012 academic year.  The breakdown was as follows:

	New
	Renewals
	Forwarded to other LA
	Ineligible

	858
	1065
	622
	381


·        A total of 1304 students were awarded a Grant
The following table shows a comparison between Renewal Students for academic year 2011/12 and 2012/13: 

	Academic Year
	No. of Renewals (issued letters to renew grant)
	Renewal Applications Received at 31/08/12
	Grant Approved
	Awaiting Further Info

	2011/12
	1065
	559
	146
	64

	2012/13
	891
	735
	140
	84


Budgetary 2011 Changes:   Budget 2011 made changes to the criteria to determine eligibility for the non-adjacent rate i.e.  The qualifying distance (distanced from the higher education institution) was changed from 24 kilometres to 45 kilometres, and the automatic entitlement of mature students was removed. 

	End of Academic Year
	Received Non-adjacent Rate of Grant

	2010/11
	345

	2011/12
	82


A workforce planning exercise has recently commenced in the Corporate Services Department with a view to revising the allocation of resources to all areas in conjunction with the preparation of budget proposals for the coming year.
 Q19/0912
HOUSING LIST 

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager for a breakdown of statistics for those on the Housing List and associated lists in South Dublin, and for the numbers who have been housed in the County, year-on-year for the past 10 years, and to make a statement on how changes in housing policy are expected to meet future demand for Council housing in the coming years?
REPLY:
The following is the information readily available for the years 2008 to 2012 (to August 2012):
	Areas
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012

	Number of applicants on Housing List
	    6,636
	   8,600  
	   9,963  
	  10,060  
	   10,350  

	Applicants in receipt of rent supplement
	3,850  
	4,376 
	4,972  
	5,372  
	5,153 

	Allocations from Housing list
	     486 
	       416  
	       277  
	        301  
	        179  

	RAS Allocations
	      273   
	        304 
	        321  
	        202  
	         131  

	Transfer 
	        56 
	        112 
	         89  
	         111 
	          57  


The information for the previous 4 years is being compiled and will be forwarded directly to the Member.

It should be noted that approx 50% of applicants on the council’s housing list are in receipt of a social housing support in the form of rent supplement living in a home of their choice in an area of their choice. This is now defined as Social Housing Support under the Housing (Miscellaneous Act Provisions) 2009.

The Housing Policy Statement of June 2011 sets out the Government's intended approach to addressing the housing challenges which now present and comes in the context of the dramatic changes in the economy generally, but particularly the housing economy, which have taken place. The Statement sets a context within which the legislative and policy framework to address housing need will be advanced.  It has a future vision based on choice, fairness, equity across tenures and on delivering quality outcomes for the resources invested.

Much of this is centred on a balanced housing sector that requires a strong, vibrant and well regulated rented sector and the social housing leasing initiative will be a key delivery mechanism.  In addition responsibility for housing support for those with long term housing needs and in receipt of Rent Supplement will transfer to Local Authorities under the introduction of HAP - Housing Assistance Payment.

HAP - Housing Assistance Payment  is anticipated to be piloted in 2013 with national introduction in 2014.  HAP will effectively be Rent Supplement administered by local housing authorities. Housing applicants will enter into standard leases with landlords and the council will pay the lease rent. The tenant will pay a differential rent to the housing authority appropriate to their means.

In the Housing Policy Statement the Government indicates its commitment to developing other funding mechanisms to increase the supply of permanent new social housing.

Such mechanisms include:

· Options to purchase in lease agreements 

· Build to lease 

· The sourcing of loan finance by Approved Housing Bodies for construction/acquisition 
and a new evolving role for the AHBs 

· Realising NAMA Social Dividend

The Policy Statement also covers such areas as improving existing stock, meeting Specials Needs and Homelessness, homeowners in difficulty and Anti Social Behaviour.

The Council will continue to work with all relevant agencies in delivering Government policy on meeting the acute housing needs.

Q20/0912
GRASS CUTTING

QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell
To ask the Manager for a report on the budget allocation for Grass Cutting in open spaces, grass verges on roadways and medians per electoral area for 2012 and how this relates to the service provided in previous years and what reduction, if any has taken place/is planned from that agreed by the members when approving the 2012 Budget?

REPLY:
The budget allocation for grass cutting of open spaces and local roads is provided for in the Revenue Budget in Division F under the sub programme F03, Outdoor Leisure Operations. 

The provision is made on a county wide basis and the budget adopted by the  complete the Grass Cutting Programme. Budgets are not assigned on the basis of electoral area however data is being gathered through the Council's new Scheduling System that will facilitate area specific reporting from next year.

The maintenance of National Roads is undertaken in association with the Council's Transportation Department and is subject to funding from the National Roads Authority.

 Q21/0912
BUDGET FOR ROAD  SWEEPING PER ELRCTORAL AREA

QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell
To ask the Manager for a report on the budget allocation for Road Sweeping per electoral area for 2012 and how this relates to the service provided in previous years and what reduction, if any has taken place / is planned from that agreed by the members when approving the 2012 Budget?
REPLY:
The Budget provision for the Council's road sweeping contract is over €2.5 million in 2012 which was the same figure as in 2011.

The road-sweeping contract tendered in late 2011 was revised to include for greater flexibility of the services as required by the Council, additional weed removal in all areas and an extension to the duration of the leaf clearance operation. Currently housing estates are swept 4 times a year and gullies are cleaned at least once a year on a scheduled basis. Certain gullies in areas that are prone to flooding are cleaned twice or four times depending on the severity of the flooding risk.  Main Roads are swept on a monthly cycle and Dual Carriageways and Interchanges are swept every three months.

The Council utilises the services of both the Operations and Cleansing Units based in Ballymount depot in conjunction with the Private Contractor.  This combined works programme ensures that areas can be cleaned in the interim periods between scheduled sweeps and indicators developed to enable an ongoing review of the level of resources and nature of the operations required.  The expenditure provision for the Cleansing Service in the Council's 2012 Budget is €4,871,400 while the Operations Unit cost is €2,906,700 in 2012. Budgets are not assigned on the basis of electoral area however data is being gathered through the Council's new Scheduling System that will facilitate area specific reporting from next year.

Q22/0912
BUDGET ALLOCATION FOR PARKS MAINTENANCE

QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell

To ask the Manager for a report on the budget allocation for Maintenance of our parks including playing pitches per electoral area for 2012 and how this relates to the service provided in previous years and what reduction, if any has taken place / is planned from that agreed by the members when approving the 2012 Budget?
REPLY:
The maintenance of parks, including playing pitches is provided for in the Revenue Budget in Division F under the sub programme F03, Outdoor Leisure Operations. 

The provision is made on a county wide basis and the budget adopted by the Members for 2012 was €12,709,600. The cost of pitch maintenance is included in the overall cost of the Grass Cutting Programme (€3.1million). Budgets are not assigned on the basis of electoral area however data is being gathered through the Council's new Scheduling System that will facilitate area specific reporting from next year.

The budget adopted by the Members for 2011 for Division F, sub programme F03, Outdoor leisure Operations was €12,793,210.

Q23/0912
GRAFFITI



QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell

To ask the Manager for a report on the budget allocation for Graffiti Removal per electoral area for 2012 and how this relates to the service provided in previous years and what reduction, if any has taken place / is planned from that agreed by the members when approving the 2012 Budget?
REPLY:
The provision for graffiti removal works in the 2012 Budget is €36,000 relating to materials and plant hire but excluding payroll costs which are included in the overall Cleansing payroll provision.  There was no change in this provision from 2011 to 2012.  The budget is not allocated per electoral area however data is being gathered through the Council's new Scheduling System that will facilitate area specific reporting from next year.

To date this year there have been 123 graffiti removals completed in the County.

All budget provisions including that for graffiti removal are currently being reviewed to inform the budgetary process and any proposed changes will be advised to the Members during that process.

Q24/0912
BUDGET ALLOCATION FOR LITTER COLLECTION

QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell
To ask the Manager for a report on the budget allocation for Litter Collection (control of litter) per electoral area for 2012 and how this relates to the service provided in previous years and what reduction, if any has taken place / is planned from that agreed by the members when approving the 2012 Budget?
REPLY:
The provision for litter management subservice in the 2012 Budget is €1,709,500.  The outturn for this subservice in 2011 was €1,332,704.  This service includes all costs relating to litter wardens, litter control initiatives, environmental awareness campaigns and related overheads. The increase in 2012 relates primarily to salary chargeability adjustments, bad debt provisions and service support cost adjustments.

All budget provisions including that for litter management are currently being reviewed to inform the budgetary process and any proposed changes will be will be advised to the Members during that process.

Q25/0912
FITNESS EQUIPMENT 

QUESTION: Councillor T. Ridge     
To congratulate Parks Dept. on acquiring new fitness equipment at Corkagh Park and in view of huge numbers of park users is there any possibility of some of the pathways being repaired?
REPLY:
The recent completion of the installation of outdoor exercise equipment in eleven parks throughout the county has been very favourably received by the public.

The majority of the footpath system in Corkagh park is in very good condition. There are, however, a number of sections of the main avenue, which is subject to daily use by maintenance and staff vehicles, which are in need of resurfacing. Quotations are being sought for this work so that the matter can be considered as part of the budgetary process for 2013.

 Q26/0912
LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUND
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if, in the event that the cut in the Council's LGF Fund allocation is implemented by Government, she can advise councillors if it is necessary to cut the level of services provided by this Council in 2012, and if so, what are her proposals?
REPLY:  
The Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government has clarified that the final amount of the Local Government Fund General Purpose Grants available for 2012 will be “revisited and reviewed in Quarter 4 to take account of the then financial position including progress on securing an increased household charge yield”.  Budget expenditure for 2012 is being reviewed in light of the reduction in the Council’s income.  However while €1.9m has been the full amount of the reduction in the Local Government Fund general purpose grant with an immediate cut of €475,210 the Minister has undertaken to review the situation.  As such it is not possible to identify the full impact of the reduction at this time.  Frontline services are prioritized and will be protected, in as far as possible from budgetary adjustments, it will be necessary when the full information is available to adjust the budget accordingly.  

The Minister has prioritised the collection of the household charge as part of this review and 60.1% of homeowners in South Dublin have already registered and paid this charge.  This collection has improved since circular Fin 09/2012 (LGF General Purpose Allocations 2012) was issued in July 2012 and home owners continue to register and pay the charge.  The Council will actively pursue all outstanding charges.  Homeowners have the option to register and pay the household charge online at www.householdcharge.ie or in person at the Council’s Offices in County Hall, Tallaght and Civic Centre, Clondalkin and customer care staff are available to assist homeowners in completing the household charge registration forms.  The owner of a residential property who does not pay the Household Charge by the due date will incur late payment fees and late payment interest.  A late payment penalty of €10 (in addition to the penalty charge previously incurred) will apply on 1 October 2012 bringing the total due at this date to €127, for an unpaid property.  In addition to late payment penalties, interest of 1% is accrued to unpaid accounts each month.    

Q27/0912
EXERCISE EQUIPMENT

QUESTION: Councillor E. Walsh
Maidir leis an bhfáilte a cuireadh ríomh an trealamh aclaíochta nua sna páireanna ar fud an chontae an bhféadfadh leis an gComhairle Contae tuilleadh trealamh súgartha bunúsacha do leanaí a sholáthar in aice nó i gcóngar na láithreacha atá an trealamh aclaíochta lonnaithe do dhaoine fásta agus do dhéagóirí? 

With regard to the welcome given to the new exercise equipment in the parks around the county, would the County Council provide more basic play equipment for children beside or near the areas where the exercise equipment is located for adults and teenagers?
REPLY:
D'éirigh thar cionn leis an trealamh aclaíochta faoin aer a cuireadh ar fáil in aon pháirc déag, mar atá le feiceáil leis an líon daoine, ag gach aois, atá á n-úsáid.

Níl aon phleananna ag an Chomhairle faoi láthair, trealamh clós súgartha a chur le taobh an trealaimh aclaíochta. Tá sé mar aidhm ag an Chomhairle clós súgartha ina bhfuil trealamh a chur ar fáil mar atá leagtha amach sa Pholasaí Súgartha, ar glacadh leis ag cruinniú na Comhairle i mí Iúil. Beidh suíomh na gclós súgartha trealmhaithe amach anseo bunaithe ar réimse tosca, na áiteanna ina bhfuil clóis shúgartha lonnaithe faoi láthair agus an maoiniú cuí chun an polasaí a chur chun cinn san áireamh. Áit a bhfuil páirc, ina bhfuil trealamh aclaíochta ann freisin, san áireamh sa Chlár Súgartha, breathnófar ar chlós súgartha a chur sa cheantar céanna leis an trealamh aclaíochta, má cheaptar go bhfuil sé feiliúnach. 

The provision of the outdoor exercise equipment in eleven parks throughout the county has proven to be very successful as evidenced by the amount of activity and use by people of all ages. 

The Council has no immediate proposals to provide playground equipment in the vicinity of outdoor exercise equipment. It is the Council's intention to continue to provide equipped children's playgrounds in accordance with the Play Policy, which was formally approved at the July Meeting of the Council. The future location of equipped playgrounds will be based on a range of factors including the distribution of existing playgrounds and the availability of the necessary finance to advance the programme. Where a park, which also has exercise equipment, is included in the Playground Programme, consideration will be given to locating the playground in the general vicinity of the exercise. 

 Q28/0912
NATIONAL ROADS AUTHORITY
QUESTION: Councillor E. Walsh
Ag féachaint ar an bhfreagra a tugadh do chomhaltaí na gComhairle seo i nDeireadh Fómhair 2011:

1. An bhféadfadh leis an gComhairle torthaí na bpléití leis an Údarás um Bóithre Náisiúnta a fhoilsiú maidir leis an nDá Chéim chun rothaíocht a spreagadh sa Chontae?

2. Cad é toradh na hidirbheartaíochta leis an Údarás maidir leis an Scéim Rothair Bhaile Átha Cliath?

3. Cathain a bhfoilseofar Staidéar um Ghréasáin Rothaíochta an Chontae?

Having regard to an answer given to members of the Council in October 2011:

1. Would the Council publish the results of its discussions with the National Roads Authority regarding the Two Stages to promote cycling in the County?

2. What is the result of the negotiations with the Authority having regard to the Dublin Bike Scheme? 

3. When will the County Cycling Network Study be published?
REPLY:
1. Ón uair dheireanach a tuairiscíodh don Chomhairle i Mí Deireadh Fómhair 2011, tá críoch curtha le plean líonra rothaíochta ag díriú ar cheantar Thamhlachta don Chontae agus cuireadh dréachtfhormáid chuig an NTA i mí Feabhra 2012.  Bhí sé mar aidhm againn tuilleadh anailíse a dhéanamh ar an líonra agus pleanáil a dhéanamh do bhealaí eile tríd an chuid eile don Chontae, le tacaíocht ón NTA i 2012.  Ina ionad sin, rinne an NTA cinneadh é a dhéanamh ar bhealach eile, bunaithe ar an réigiún, .i., chun sainchomhairleoirí a fhostú chun plean líonra a fhorbairt do na ceithre rialtas áitiúla i mBaile Átha Cliath.  An phríomhaidhm a bhí leis seo ná go mbeadh an cur chuige céanna ann agus go mbeadh na bealaí ag teacht le chéile trasna theorainnacha an Chontae. Tuigtear go bhfuil na sainchomhairleoirí beagnach réidh chun dréacht-tuairisc a thabhairt don NTA, ach tá sé fós le críochnú chun comhairliúchán a dhéanamh leis na rialtais áitiúla.  

2. Tá an obair atá críochnaithe ag CCÁCT, atá dírithe isteach ar Tamhlacht, curtha ar aghaidh chuig Staidéar na Sainchomhairleoirí ar an Líonra Réigiúnach.  Freisin, chuir an obair seo maoiniú ar fáil ón NTA i 2012 chun méid áirithe uasghrádaithe nó bealaí nua do chéim de Chuid 8, ina ligfear cead tuilleadh maoinithe ón NTA a fháil i 2013 agus blianta eile amach romhainn.  San áireamh sna bealaí nua agus uasghrádú tá na cinn seo a leanas:-

· Tamhlacht (An Seanbhábhún) go Baile Baodáin trí dhroichead nua os cionn Na 
Dothra (go Cuid 8 i 2012); 

· Bealach nua / uasghrádaithe Na Dothra ó Theach na Giúise go Droichead na Dothra 
(go céim dearaidh i 2012, le CCBÁC, faoi cheannasaíocht CCÁCT); 

· Uasghradú do bhealach N81 mar atá ann faoi láthair ó Tamhlacht (Príomhshráid) go 
Teach Méalóg (go Cuid 8 i 2012);

3. Mar a bhí leagtha amach i litir roimhe seo, chuig an Chomhairle ar an 10 Samhain 2011, chuaigh an NTA iad féin ar aghaidh ag breathnú ar na féidearthachtaí atá ann chun leanúint ar aghaidh agus Scéim Rothaíochta Bhaile Átha Cliath a leathnú amach chuig na Contaetha ar an teorann i 2012.  Níl aon rud suas chun dáta againn air seo fós, ach is cosúil go bhfuil an NTA ag thabhairt tús áite chun an plean líonra rothaíochta Réigiúnach a críochnú agus ag díriú ar uasghrádú a dhéanamh ar an bhealach agus fheabhsú a dhéanamh ríomh Scéim Rothaíochta Bhaile Átha Cliath Meadaithe a thosú.  Iarrfar sonraí suas chun dáta ag an chéad cruinniú dul chun chinn eile idir an Rannóg Pleanála agus Bóithre agus an NTA.

1. Since last reporting to the Council in October 2011, a cycle network plan focussed on the Tallaght Area of the County has been completed and was submitted in draft format to the NTA in February 2012.  It had been intended to undertake further network analysis and planning for routes throughout the remainder of the County, with the support of the NTA in 2012.  Instead,  the NTA decided to approach this matter on a regional basis i.e. to directly appoint Consultants to prepare a network plan for all four Dublin Local Authorities.  The principal purpose of this is to ensure consistency of approach and that routes are aligned across County boundaries.  It is understood that the Consultants are nearing completion of a draft report to the NTA, but that this has yet to be concluded for consultation with the local authorities.

2. The work that has been completed on the SDCC network focussed on Tallaght has been fed into the Consultants Regional Network Study.  Morever, this work has directly led to the NTA providing funding in 2012 to bring a number of new or upgraded routes to Part 8 stage that would enable NTA funding for construction in 2013 and subsequent years.  These new and upgraded routes include:-

· Tallaght (Old Bawn) to Ballyboden via a new bridge over the River Dodder (to Part 8 
in 2012); 

· New/Upgraded River Dodder route from Firhouse to Ballsbridge (to design stage in 
2012, jointly with DCC, led by SDCC); 

· Upgrade of the existing N81 route from Tallaght (Main Street) to Templeogue (to 
Part 8 in 2012);

3. As previously outlined in a letter to the Council on 10 November 2011, the NTA themselves undertook to examine the feasibility for the extension of the Dublin bike scheme to outlying Counties in 2012.  There has been no update on this to date, but it would appear that the current NTA priority is the completion of the regional cycle network plan and to focus on route upgrade and improvement in advance of implementing an extended or satellite Dublin Bike Scheme.  An update on this matter will be sought at the next progress meeting between the Planning and Roads Departments and the NTA. 

Q29/0912
PATHWAYS IN PARKS 

QUESTION: Councillor E. Walsh

An bhféadfadh leis an gComhairle inneall séidte a úsáid chun cosáin na bpáirceanna a choimeád saor ón bhféar atá tar éis a bhainte; is minic a bhíonn na cosáin sleamhain i ndiaidh na bainte?

Would the Council use a blowing machine to keep the pathways in the parks free of grass after it has been cut; the pathways are often slippy after the cut?   

REPLY:
Cuireann an Chomhairle níos mó ná 200 km de chosáin inár bpáirceanna phoiblí ar fáil agus spásanna oscailte tríd an Chontae. 

Tá sé deacair cuid den fhéar gearrtha a thiteann ar na cosáin a sheachaint nuair atá sé á ghearradh an-ghar don chosán.  Go hiondúil, ní fadhb í seo, le linn gnáthshamhraidh. Tá go leor fáis ann i mbliana, áfach, mar gheall ar an samhradh te agus fliuch a bhí againn, agus dá bhrí sin bhí níos mó bearrthaí féir ann.  Lean ár lucht foirne ar aghaidh ag bearradh féir, in ainneoin na aimsire, chun fanacht, chomh fada agus is féidir, taobh istigh de na sceidil.

The Council provides over 200 km of pathways in our public parks and open spaces throughout the county.

It is very difficult to avoid some grass clippings falling onto footpaths when cutting in the immediate vicinity. In normal summers, grass clippings are generally not an issue on pathways.  However, this year grass growth has been very heavy due to the warm, wet summer and as a result, more clippings than normal have been generated as part of the grass cutting process. Our staff have continued to cut grass in all weathers in order to stay as far as possible within the schedules.   

H6/0912
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H7/0912
PROPOSED PROSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES
a)   Proposed Disposal of Affordable Dwellings

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

b)  Proposed Disposal Of Lands At Aungierstown, Ballybane, Clondalkin, Dublin 22
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Google Ireland Limited acquired approx. 11.426 acres in Profile Park in 2011 and subsequently received planning permission to develop their facility. Due to the phenomenal demand for cloud computing and requirements for data centres Google made an application to the Council to acquire approx. 20 acres of land in Council ownership immediately adjoining their facility to cater for and facilitate the future expansion of their facility. Data centres are the critical piece of infrastructure that cloud computing depends on and the fact that Google are prepared to invest further in South Dublin is of significant importance to the county and Ireland as a whole. 

I recommend that in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 the Council dispose of a 20 acre site at Aungierstown and Ballybane, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 as shown hatched green on drawing no. 02_028D_203_D to Google Ireland Limited, Gordon House, Barrow Street, Dublin 4 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer:- 

1.                 That the site to be disposed of is shown hatched green on Drawing No 02_028D_203_D (for general identification purposes) and has an area of 20 acres/8 hectares or thereabouts – a formal accurate disposal map shall be prepared. 

2.                 That the disposal price shall be in the sum of €4,400,000 (four million, four hundred thousand euro), exclusive of VAT, stamp duty and other outgoings. 

This price is based on a disposal area of 20 acres at it may vary somewhat, upwards or downwards, depending on the measured area shown on the official disposal map. 

The disposal price shall be payable as follows:- 

-         10% on the exchange of contracts – to take place no later than Friday 21st September, 2012. 

-         90% on closing – to take place no later than Wednesday 31st October, 2012. Interest at the rate of 12% per annum shall apply to any outstanding amounts. 

-         The disposal price which equates to a rate of €220,000 (two hundred and twenty thousand euro) per acre includes the right for the purchaser and successors in title to connect into South Dublin County Council’s private drainage network in Grange Castle Business Park, Nangor Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22. 

The right to connect into the Council’s private drainage network shall be restricted to servicing the c.20 acre/8ha or thereabouts, to be disposed.  The purchaser will connect into the private drainage network via their adjoining property which already benefits from a connection to the private drainage network. The purchaser or their successors will not be permitted to allow adjoining lands, or other parties, to connect into the above service. 

Full details of the right to connect into the Council’s Drainage network to be agreed with the Council and set out in the contract documents, which will include a condition that the Council will reserve the right to connect into any services constructed or installed on the land to be disposed of. Any works to connect into the Councils services will be at the purchaser’s cost.  The purchaser shall satisfy itself as to the availability of all other services to the site. 

3.                 That the Council will convey the unencumbered freehold interest in the lands to be disposed of subject to the following: 

-         That the lands to be disposed of will exclude any public road areas and if the purchaser constructs part of the main industrial estate road on part of the land to be disposed of, this portion of the site shall be transferred back at no cost to the Council or their nominee.  This is to ensure that future integrated development of other lands is facilitated. 

4.                 (a) In the event that the purchaser has not commenced development, meaning the  commencement of development of industrial or light industrial buildings which may include for the avoidance of doubt, data centre, logistics warehouse or ancillary structures including electricity substation on at least 30% of the subject land within a period of 7 years from the date of the disposal, the Council will then have the option to purchase back the land at the disposal price set out at No. 2 above. 

4. (b)  The Council agrees to commence the construction process for the Milltown Access road as shown on the contract map to facilitate the development by the purchaser of the subject lands in accordance with term 4 (a) above or at an earlier date to facilitate the development of the residual lands in Milltown Business and Technology Park. 

5.                 That if the purchaser disposes of the land, or part thereof, for a consideration or capital premium in excess of the rate of €220,000 (two hundred & twenty thousand euro) per acre, within a period of seven years from this disposal, any sum in excess of the rate of €220,000 (two hundred and twenty thousand) per acre (as adjusted by reference to changes in the Consumer Price Index from the date of purchase to the date of disposal) achieved for the land, shall be paid to the Council.  The Council’s written consent shall be required for the disposal of any undeveloped areas of the land, within a period of 7 years from the date of this disposal. 

6.                 Subject to planning permission the purchaser shall be permitted access onto the public road at the southern boundary of the subject lands between points A and B on the contract map. 

7.                 That prior to disposal, the Council shall reserve the right to a wayleave along a boundary of the site, to allow for the possibility of services being extended to other lands in the vicinity. 

8.                 That the purchaser shall construct suitable boundary features on the site where it meets the retained Council lands, at the northern and northwest corner boundaries.  Details to be agreed with the Council.

9.                 That each party shall be responsible for their own costs in the matter. 

10.             That the above disposal is subject to satisfactory proof of title by the Council. 

11.             That the above proposal shall be subject to any other terms deemed appropriate by the Council’s Law Agent or the Council. 

12.             That the above disposal is subject to the Council obtaining the necessary consents and approvals. 

13.             That no agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until exchange of contracts has taken place. 

The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired from Kenneth Beattie in 2003 for the purposes of the Housing Acts 1966-1998. 

________________ 

Philomena Poole, 

County Manager.” 

Councillors C. King and W. Lavelle both commended Management on bringing this disposal to fruition and hoped that it would be of significant economic benefit to the County.

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and RESOLVED:

“That in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 the Council dispose of a 20 acre site at Aungierstown and Ballybane, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 as shown hatched green on drawing no. 02_028D_203_D to Google Ireland Limited, Gordon House, Barrow Street,  Dublin 4 subject to the terms and conditions as outlined in the foregoing report.”

 H8/0912
PART 8 REPORT - PROPOSED SKATEPARK AT CLONDALKIN LEISURE CENTRE
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Recognising the significant public demand for the development of a skate park in the Clondalkin area, a suitable site for the Skate park at Clondalkin Leisure Centre has been identified and the necessary layouts and documentation has been prepared.

It is proposed that the Council proceed to develop the skate park at the proposed location. It is intended that a detailed design of the skate park would be prepared for agreement with local user groups and the Management of the Leisure Centre and that arrangements for the future management/maintenance of the facility will be developed and agreed.

The proposal has been awarded a provisional approval under the Sports Capital Grant programme, operated by the Department of Transport, Tourism & Sport. The terms of the scheme also require a 30% match funding contribution from the Council towards the completed project. 

Following agreement at the Clondalkin Area Committee held on 20 June 2012, the Draft layout plan/location map for the skate park was placed on public display for the statutory period of six weeks from 9th July 2012 until 17th August 2012, with a further statutory period of two weeks, extending to the 3rd September 2012, for receipt of written submissions from the public.

It was further agreed that, in the interests of advancing the project to avail of resources should they become available, the report on the public consultation process would be brought directly to the next available meeting of the full Council rather than returning to the Area Committee.

A layout plan/map is attached.

One submission was received during the specified period of the Public Consultation in respect of the proposed development. This submission can be summarised as follows;

Submission 1. – Mr Tony Heaney. Mr Heaney objects to the proposal on the basis of inadequate parking provision, waste of public funds, and general security issues and health and safety concerns.  

Following consideration of the above submission, the Council is of the view that the issues raised by way of the submission can be satisfactorily addressed during the detailed design stage. 

Recommendation:
It is recommended that, as the proposal is in conformity with proper planning and sustainable development of the area, that the Council approve the proposal to provide a skate park at Clondalkin Leisure Centre.

Mr. J. Quinlivan, Director of Environmental Services, outlined the main elements of the report as circulated, and referred to the one submission had been received under the public consultation process, which he stated can be suitably addressed during the detail design stage.

Councillors T. Gilligan, B. Bonner and D. Looney all thanked staff and management for their work in delivering this project so speedily, and stated that the facility would be of enormous benefit to the Community.   
Councillor D. Looney noted objectives in the County Development Plan for skate parks in each area of the County and queried if plans were yet in place for the Tallaght skate park. Mr. Quinlivan undertook to update the Member on this as soon as possible.

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan and AGREED that:

“As the proposal is in conformity with proper planning and sustainable development of the area, that the development proceed as set out in the foregoing report and the draft layout plan / map as published.”

H9/0912
HALLOWEEN 2012
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Halloween is a traditionally significant time of celebration.

Unfortunately over the years, the wrong kinds of celebrations have resulted in considerable damage being done to property, the environment and indeed injury to the person.

The effect of these kinds of celebrations has impacted greatly on communities and the ability and resources of the Council and Emergency Services as they attempt to respond and prevent the damage. The figures below show the scale and cost of the problem since 2005. This clearly shows the impact on the resources available to the Council in providing facilities and services to the residents of the County.

	 
	Bonfires
	Waste(t)
	Cost

	Since 2005
	3463
	3244
	1.7mEuro


The Council’s approach has been three pronged -

Communication – attempting to communicate a message promoting education of the positive and negative aspects of Halloween in the hope that this can help reduce the negative impacts

Prevention and Reduction of bonfire material - actively preventing illegal bonfires by trying to reduce the availability of material for such fires

Celebration – providing and promoting organized events around which communities can focus their celebrations

For 2012, the approach will take the following lines -

Communications
·  A postcard outlining both the positive and negative aspects of Halloween will be delivered to every household in the County. This card will allow each household free access to the Civic Amenity, Ballymount on Saturday 27th October 

·  A Halloween activity pack will be sent to all schools and will include a reading list, activity sheets highlighting the contribution of all the agencies and how Halloween affects them and also a list of games to play at Halloween. This resource will also be available online. 

· An interagency approach will include the Gardai, Fire Brigade and Dublin Bus visiting schools and promoting a Safe Halloween.

Prevention and Reduction of Bonfire material
·  In 2012 an enforcement campaign will take place to reduce the amount of material available for bonfires. This will include the litter warden service and the waste enforcement officers. 

· Free access to Civic Amenity Ballymount will be available to residents of South Dublin County on production of the Halloween postcard which will be distributed to all households in early October. 

· The Social Credits System will incorporate the Bulbs not Bonfires campaign. Daffodils will be used as a reward for encouraging alternatives to bonfires at Halloween. The bulbs will be planted at Halloween. 

· Clondalkin Community Recycling Initiative will conduct household WEEE collections throughout the County from now until Halloween. 

· A special WEEE to Work Week will be arranged for the staff of South Dublin County Council taking place from 29th October to 2nd November.

Halloween Celebration
Community Bonfires have taken place in Tallaght & Clondalkin since 2005. Whilst the events were supported by the community, they did not serve their intended purpose of reducing the number of bonfires in these areas. In addition to that, the organization of the bonfires sends a mixed message to the public being inconsistent with the Council’s position on bonfires, their negative effect on the environment and on community safety.

For 2012 it has been decided adopt a new approach that will promote a new message in celebrating Halloween. Events will be organized that promote community participation, building community capacity and providing a fun filled spectacle for families through the direct involvement of those families. The events will move away from the mixed message of the community bonfire while maintaining a focus for families and communities around which the Halloween celebrations can take place.

The Council has developed a programme with community arts groups that will involve approximately 200 children from Tallaght and Clondalkin in arts and performance workshops. In these workshops the children will learn the art of costume making and street performance over the course of the next two months. The workshops will aim to culminate in two events featuring pageant type music and dance displays, one in Tallaght and one in Clondalkin, which will showcase the new skills learned by the children.

The events, to be known as THE HAUNTED, will take place in Tallaght and Clondalkin on Wednesday 31st October and will provide a focus around which the children, their families, friends, neighbours and communities can enjoy their Halloween celebration.

In trying to define the best event for future years, different versions of the events will be tried out in 2012 -

· In Tallaght, the event will feature a parade through the streets of Tallaght finishing in a central location where a pageant will take place. 

· In Clondalkin, the event will be organized around a fixed location where a pageant will take place.

The initiative is supported by An Garda Siochana, IT Tallaght, Tallaght Hospital, Youth Services, VEC and Community organisations.

With Youth Leaders being trained in the leadership of such events, it is hoped that these two events can lead to future festival and celebration opportunities within the county.

Further information on routes, programme content etc. will be circulated to Councillors in late September and a promotional campaign will be launched through the media in the run up to Halloween.

Council Members or any other person or group who wishes to become involved should contact the Council’s Social Credits Section at www.socialcredits.ie”

Mr. J. Quinlivan, Director of Environmental Services highlighted the main proposals for the 2012 Halloween celebrations as outlined in the report circulated, and briefly referred to the costs which had been incurred by the Council in previous years during the celebrations.   

Responding to a query in relation to the Clondalkin Community Recycling Initiative Mr. Quinlivan highlighted that residents wishing to have items removed prior to Halloween must contact CCRI directly.     

Mr. Quinlivan went on to discuss the reasons for the Council’s decision not to arrange community bonfires in 2012 and stated that this year’s festival will endeavour to promote a family event involving community arts groups, costume design, street performance etc., which will be delivered through a series of workshops over the coming months.

Councillor E. Walsh suggested that the Gardai remind off-licences of their obligations to keep within the licensing laws and Councillors C. King, M. Corr, G. O’Connell, M. Devine and J. Hannon all thanked management for their imaginative and positive plans for the 2012 Halloween Festival.   The Members agreed that the link with the Social Credit Scheme was very positive and the Mayor Councillor C. King requested that management publicise that Associations need to apply for credits directly to the Council for keeping areas clean, while Councillor G. O’Connell suggested that the events be incremental to include other areas in future years.  
A recommendation from the CPG to request liaison with the Tourism Board and local public transport operators to examine the possibility of arranging shuttle buses or the Luas to transport residents and participants between events was also welcomed.
The report was NOTED.

H10/0912
UPDATE  ON  FLOOD  ALLEVIATION WORKS





The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

(i) Update on Flood Alleviation Works



(ii) Summary

“UPDATE  ON  FLOOD  ALLEVIATION  WORKS  - Summary of Report

The table below shows total monthly rainfall recorded by Met Eireann at the Casement Weather Station in 2010, 2011 and 2012 to date.  The 81.4mm of rain that fell on 24 October 2011 was 216% of the total rainfall recorded at Casement for the entire month of October 2010. 

Total rainfall in millimetres from Met Eireann’s Weather Station at Casement 

	Year
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Annual

	2012
	63.2
	19.8
	27.5
	94.7
	64.0
	178.5
	102.7
	74.9
	0.5
	 
	 
	 
	625.8

	2011
	34.1
	76.2
	15.0
	30.0
	51.5
	65.1
	53.3
	51.6
	76.3
	165.9
	54.8
	53.0
	726.8

	2010
	44.1
	36.6
	59.3
	32.7
	44.9
	45.2
	81.7
	43.5
	102.7
	37.7
	120.0
	66.2
	714.6
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After the widespread flooding in the SDCC area on the 24th October 2011, which resulted in the flooding of 225 Domestic Houses and 42 Commercial Premises and 25 major road flooding incidents resulting in road closures a programme of flood alleviation schemes and minor works was initiated in the worst affected areas in the County. 

The total SDCC Expenditure to Date is €428,220 since October 2011.

In addition a number of larger schemes were identified by the Council in conjunction with the Department and Office of Public Works (OPW) and funding has been secured for the following schemes:

The Killinarden Stream and Tributaries/Knockmore Park, has a confirmed allocation of € 333,000. The River Poddle Flood Alleviation Scheme has been approved with an allocation of €250,000 for South Dublin County Council and additional works to the value of €250,000 to be carried out directly by the OPW. The Owendoher Flood alleviation scheme has been allocated €108,000 for the design and construction of a retaining wall and associated works along approximately 70 metres of the River Owendoher at the Woodview Cottages, Rathfarnham (Total: €941,000).

Since January 2012 Met Eireann has issued heavy rain weather warnings on 11 occasions

29th January, 25/26th April, 1st May, 9/10th May, 2/3rd June, 7/8th June, 14/15th June, 28/29th June, 6/7th July, 15/16/17 August, and 27th August with the heaviest rainfalls being recorded in June and July. There were no flooding incidents reported within the County during these severe rainfall episodes largely attributable to the investment in flood alleviation works as outlined in the presentation.                                        

Today’s Flood Alleviation Works Presentation will focus primarily on the following:

· An outline of the EU Directives and National Flood Policy

· An outline of the CFRAMS 
· Objectives
· Structure
· Tasks associated with CFRAMS

· Roles and responsibilities of the various stakeholders incl OPW/ LA s 

· An outline of OPW funded works in SDC area post Oct 2011 flooding incl

· Poddle

· Owendoher (Woodview Cottages), 

· Knockmore / Killinarden 

· Members requested at Budget 2012 that the Council provide funding for drainage / flood alleviation works and the report will also provide an outline of SDCC funded works undertaken at area level.”
The Presentation was delivered by Mr. D. Finch, Senior Engineer, Water Services.

Following the presentation Councillors C. King, P. Cosgrave, C. Brophy, J. Lahart, G. O’Connell, A-M. Dermody, W. Lavelle, M. Devine, P. Kearns and P. Coburn all commended management and staff on the excellent work carried out to date and the speed of initiating the works in the areas of greatest need following receipt of funding.  These works had alleviated residents concerns in many areas.
They also contributed comments in relation to their particular area of representation and the County in general.

The following points in particular were raised by the Members:

· Insufficient funding from OPW

· Need for concentration in Rathfarnham on problem areas, such as Woodview Cottages, Ballycullen Stream, which includes Castlefield and Glenlyon Estates.
· Speed with which works had been carried out in the past twelve months and support received from Minister Brian Hayes

· Acknowledgement of ongoing works on culverts, screens and vegetation along waterways

· Availability of staff on site during flooding to reassure residents and allay their concerns

· Potential loss of intellectual knowledge within Council with establishment of Irish Water, transfer of staff and concern that flooding will not be within the remit of this Agency

· Need to upgrade storm water drains in certain parts of the County and the need for residents to be vigilant and take necessary precautions to mitigate possible flooding at their homes 

· Need to review effectiveness of flood alleviation works on an ongoing basis

· Need for Contractors engaged to carry out cleaning and maintenance to provide ongoing reports on problems in gullies 

· Acknowledgement of the significant works carried out in the Lucan area/Griffeen Valley since November 2000 which resulted in no flooding in the area during October 2011 event.
· Need to address concerns regarding lack of attenuation due to considerable development in recent years in the West Dublin/North Kildare areas

· Need to define the extent of the problem of root infestation within the network

Mr. Finch thanked Members for their comments and undertook to pass their sentiments to all staff involved in the remedial works.

The report was NOTED.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

2012 TIDY TOWNS : At this point in the Meeting the Mayor advised of a discussion which had taken place earlier in the day at the CPG meeting during which the results of 2012 Tidy Towns Competition had filtered through from the HELIX. The CPG extended congratulations to Council staff, businesses, residents and community groups who helped raise the standard and number of participants within the County in the 2012 Competition.

The Mayor Councillor C. King then advised of the following Suspensory Motion submitted by Councillors T. Gilligan, T. Ridge, G. Kenny and B. Bonner, which was considered and PASSED by the Meeting in accordance with Standing Order 74:

“That this Council congratulates all entrants in the Tidy Towns Competition particularly Clondalkin Tidy Towns and Bushfield Estate on achieving 202/400 and 203/400 respectively in the competition.”
CONGRATULATIONS: Councillor E. Tuffy on behalf of his Labour Party colleagues extended congratulations to the Mayor Councillor C. King and his wife Kim on their recent marriage which had taken place since the last Council meeting, and wished them all the very best for the future.  All members present associated with the sentiments.
H11/0912
DRAFT GUIDANCE ON PREPARATION AND ADOPTION OF DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTION SCHEMES - Final Date for Submissions Friday 14/9/2012
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


Draft Guidelines on Development Contributions

Report on Draft Guidelines  
REPLY:
“General guidance on the drafting, adoption, application and collection of Development Contributions is welcomed. Members will be aware of the ongoing work of an SPC working Group on a new DCS for South Dublin County. The Scheme is the subject of a separate report to this meeting.

In relation to the Draft Guidelines there are a number of issues set out below that members may wish to consider before submitting a response to the Department,  (if any).

· The Circular is silent on the issue of the significant reduction and uncertainty in relation to funding for infrastructural projects.  Accordingly, clarification on the primary function and objectives of development contribution schemes would be helpful prior to the implementation of new detailed policy and practices.  The legislation clearly intends the contribution scheme primarily as a funding mechanism; therefore it is difficult to achieve multiple competing objectives, such as maximising capital income, incentivising development in strategic/preferred zones and incentivising employment intensive development.   

· Given that the adoption of a contributions scheme is a reserved function, parts of these draft guidelines could be interpreted as prescriptive and could be perceived to undermine the statutory powers of the elected members, particularly in the use of the terms “should” and “required”. 

· There is no process for “amending” a Scheme. The current process of adopting Development Contribution Schemes is set out in the Act, Circulars and in this document in detail in Chapter 3 items 1-7. In light of the scale of research and resources required to meet these statutory requirements, clarity is required, sooner rather than later, as to the future possible use of funds from water charges, household charges and property taxation to fund capital expenditure by local authorities. These matters will have a very significant impact on the determination of appropriate rates for all schemes nationally.  It is respectfully suggested that this changing funding environment reinforces the requirement for a fundamental review of capital funding mechanisms.   

· It is considered that the wide ranging suggested incentives will impact on potential income. It may prove difficult, if not impossible, to “ensure that any reductions in those contributions can be adequately covered by increased contributions in the remaining areas”  

· In relation to project lists in Schemes the phrasing in the guidelines appears to be somewhat prescriptive. The project lists contained in development contribution schemes are indicative, and are not intended to be exhaustive or exclusive. The scheme must be adaptable to changing objectives and requirements”
Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Land Use, Economic & Transport Planning outlined the main points of the Report to Members.   


It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and AGREED:
“That the report as circulated form the basis of the Council’s submission to the Minister” 

and in doing so thanked Councillor W. Lavelle who having been nominated by the SPC sub-group, reviewed the draft guidelines and report in advance of today’s meeting. 

H12/0912
DRAFT DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTIONS SCHEME 

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Section 48 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000, as amended, enables a Planning Authority, when granting planning permission under Section 34 of the Act, to attach conditions requiring the payment of a contribution in respect of public infrastructure and facilities benefiting development in the administrative area of the Planning Authority.  This relates to public infrastructure and facilities that are provided, or that it is intended will be provided, by or on behalf of the Local Authority. Section 48 (2) specifies that the basis for the determination of the contribution shall be set out in a scheme.

The current Development Contribution Scheme  was adopted by the Council on the 14th December 2009 for the period 2010-2017. 

Given the extraordinary changes in economic circumstances since the adoption of the current scheme, it is now considered prudent to examine that scheme and make a new scheme as provided for in Section 15 of the 2010-2017 Scheme.  

The current scheme was informed by a detailed report from a consortium headed by Deloitte Financial Consultants, engaged by the four Dublin Local Authorities to assist in the review and revision of the previous 2004-2009 Scheme. The Deloitte Report dated the 9th September 2009 examined inter alia the classes of projects to be included in the scheme, the estimated cost of such projects, funding sources, existing user benefit and the development potential of zoned lands.

In the 2009 Report, the consultants estimated that the contribution rate required to meet the eligible costs of the scheme would be €190 per square metre for non-residential development and €207 per square metre for residential development. This was significantly in excess of the contribution rates applicable under the 2004-2009 Scheme, which at end of said scheme in 2009, were;

· €83 per sq m for non residential;

· €11,067.55 per 2bed+ residential unit

· €5,533.78 per 1bed residential unit.

In order to avoid a detrimental impact on development levels the rate adopted at the start of the 2010-2017 scheme was significantly lower than required rate to meet eligible costs (€197.70, €406.10) and the 2010-2017 scheme was adopted in the knowledge that a funding gap of €76.9m existed between the contribution rates applied and the funding needed to provide the relevant infrastructure.  The rate subsequently adopted for the 2010-2017 scheme was €111 per sq metre for non-residential development and €120 per sq metre for residential development.

This approach was consistent with Departmental Circular PD 5/2007 which provided “it is essential that development charges are not pitched at such a high level as to act as a deterrent or disincentive for future prospective investment and development, or as a penalty on, or barrier to, enterprise start up.”

In examining the current (2010-2017) scheme it has become clear to the Council that, given the short period of time since the scheme was adopted in late 2009, the details and analysis provided in the underlying Deloitte Report dated the 9th September 2009 still provide the basis for the current examination process. The development potential of zoned and available lands remains substantially unchanged, existing user benefit remains substantially unchanged and it is not possible to make any more accurate assumptions regarding other funding sources, in the current climate. 

Given the significant changes in the economic environment and, in particular the development sector, what may have now changed is the pace at which public infrastructure and facilities will be delivered and at which new development will take place.  It is not possible in the current unprecedented economic circumstances and with any reasonable degree of accuracy to arrive at any significantly different conclusions than those which informed the outcome of the 2010-2017 Scheme, the contribution rates for which were ultimately set in recognition of changing market conditions rather than the much higher rates required to meet eligible costs.  

Having carefully considered the issues, the Council is of the view that the Deloitte Report of the 9th September 2009 provides the basis for the current process.  However, as in the adoption of the current scheme, the Council is concerned to ensure that the contribution rates are still appropriate in the prevailing market context and in particular that “development charges are not pitched at such a high level as to act as a deterrent or disincentive for future prospective investment and development, or as a penalty on, or barrier to, enterprise start up.”(Circular PD 5/2007). In addition, it is considered that a lower level of contribution may assist, albeit in a minor way, in stimulating some additional development activity. This is referenced in the Deloitte report of 5th July 2012 provided as part of the current examination of the 2010-2017 Scheme, below;

“A reduction in the Contribution Rate by itself will not be sufficient to stimulate development to any great extent but would nonetheless help to improve competitiveness and kick start development quicker than it might occur otherwise. In the same way that a reduction in the rate of stamp duty generally increases revenue as opposed to reducing it, a significant cut in Contribution Rates now could improve levels of income for public infrastructure for Local Authorities.”

Deloitte Financial Consultants were engaged to assist this part of the examination process and in particular to provide:

· an overview of current market conditions

· an overview of the level of change in the market since the drafting of the Current Contribution Scheme (September 2009) and today

· advice on the type of indexation that is most appropriate for a contribution scheme, given changes in trends in relevant indices

· advice on whether a change in the contribution rate is necessary and provide a justification / rationale for same

This approach is consistent with the recently published Department of Environment, Community & Local Government’s Draft Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Development Contributions, which is currently on public display for consultation. The Draft Guidelines, published after the work on examining the current scheme had commenced, emphasise the importance of balancing the requirement for funding of public infrastructure and the need to encourage economic activity and sustainable development, through setting appropriate contribution rates, exemptions and reductions. 

The main recommendations in the Consultant’s Report can be summarised as follows;

1. Applying a reduction in the rate of development contributions (albeit for a limited time period) could help in stimulating some development activity 

2. Following consideration of a range of headings, it is recommended that the rate could be lowered by between 12.9% and 40%. The actual level of reduction should be determined by each local authority

3. While the Wholesale Price Index was deemed to be the most appropriate index to use for indexation purposes in 2010, the Tender Price Index or the Residential Property Price Index could have tracked the market a little better since that time.

4. The consultants do not advocate applying indexation in the current economic climate and recommend including the discretion to apply indexation in the new Scheme

In relation to recommendation no 2. above, trends in the Tender Price Index over the last 4 years have been analysed to define an appropriate contribution rate. 

The development contributions under the Councils first Development Contribution Scheme 2004-2009 (under Section 48 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), wer connected to movements in the Tender Price Index (Published twice yearly by Society Chartered Surveyors of Ireland). The rate of contribution charged at the end of the 2004-2009 Scheme was as follows;

· €83 per sq m for non residential;

· €11,067.55 per 2bed+ residential unit

· €5,533.78 per 1bed residential unit.

These rates were based on the Tender Price Index value of 140.7 as at June 2008 (published late 2008)

The 2010-2017 Scheme, adopted by elected members in December 2009, connected the development contribution to movements in the Wholesale Price Index (Building and Construction Materials).

Despite the linkage of the 2010-2017 Scheme to the Wholesale Price Index, none of the Dublin Local Authorities have applied the increases in the index since adoption of schemes in December 2009. It is notable that this index has increased over the last two years, by over 6% (Q1 2010 –Q1 2012) despite the continued depressed economy. The report of the consultants for the purposes of re-examining the current scheme, has also advocated a continued suspension in applying the Wholesale Price Index given the disincentive that increasing contribution rates may cause to the development sector and consequently to Council income from contributions.

While the Wholesale Price Index (Building and Construction Materials) has been at variance with the general economic climate since the adoption of the 2010-2017 Scheme, the Tender Price Index, in the period 2004 – to date has however mirrored trends in other relevant indices, most notably the Central Statistics Office RPPI (Residential Property Price Index) (see below).
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The contribution rate at the end of the 2004-2009 Scheme was benchmarked against the June 2008 TPI rate, and reviewing the movement in the index from June 2008 to Dec 2011 (most recent available data from SCSI) shows a percentage decrease of 26.44%. 

See Table Below;

	Period
	Tender Price Index

	First Half 2008  
	140.7

	Second Half 2011  
	103.5

	% decrease
	26.44%


The impact of such a reduction if applied to current contribution rates is set out below;

	Scheme
	Residential
	Non Residential
	

	Current Rate 2010-2017 Scheme
	€120.00
	€111.00
	pSqm

	New Rate 2013-2015 Scheme
	€88.27
	€81.65
	pSqm


In the case of a residential development of 100sq m this would result in a reduction of €3,173 (from €12,000 to €8,827) and in non-residential of the same size, a reduction of €2,935 (from €11,100 to €8,165).

It should be noted in any event that contribution schemes only part fund infrastructure provision and that there is a funding gap of €76.8m in the current scheme based on the rates set at adoption in 2009. 

Given the reduction in funding to local authorities in the last 3 years it is felt that reductions beyond this level or for a prolonged period may jeopardise the delivery of future infrastructure. 
Recommendation

Based on the examination carried out by South Dublin County Council and the recommendations of the Consultants, the attached Scheme is therefore recommended as the Draft Development Contribution Scheme 2013-2015.

The significant variations in the Draft 2013-2015 Scheme when compared to the Development Contributions Scheme 2010-2017 are as follows;

· A reduction in that Development Contribution Rate contained in the 2010-2017 scheme by 26% to reflect the changes in the Tender Price Index (TPI) since the date of introduction of the new scheme. Analysis demonstrates that the TPI has followed a similar trend to residential property prices over the 2009-2012 period, while the Wholesale Price Index (Building and Construction Materials) do not. While the general economic climate is uncertain, having reviewed trends, it is considered that the TPI is the most appropriate tool to use to define the appropriate rate of reduction for this exercise, as outlined above. 
· Given the recently published Draft Guidance on Development Contributions Schemes and the changing environment surrounding local authority funding, the new scheme has a 3 year lifespan from 2013-2015 instead of the seven applicable in the current scheme. The new rates are to be applied to all planning permissions granted after the effective date and the rate will be frozen for a period of up to 2 years, 2013 and 2014, in order to provide some certainty to development decisions. The rate in the third year is to be determined at the appropriate time in consideration of any changes in the Tender Price Index in the intervening time, subject to the approval of the Members. The changing environment around local authority funding may necessitate an early review and making of a new scheme in any event accordingly the making of a scheme for a longer period may not be practical.

· While there are revised and/or re-defined Exemptions and Reductions attached in the Draft Scheme, the most significant aspects are as follows;

· 40sq m exemption for first extension to a non-residential development (currently for residential extension only);

·  Exemption of car parking assessed as being ancillary to the proposed development, and generally in line with Development Plan standards

· Reduction of charge for open storage from 33.3% to 10% of the non-residential rate

· Exemption of all primary and secondary schools development (though specific special contributions may be applied as required)

· Alteration of exemption to Childcare facilities to extend now only to not for profit sector.

· Exemption for certain sustainable energy development below certain output thresholds.

· Introduction of 30% reduction for development of Protected Structure

· Exemption for developments approved by temporary permission subject to certain thresholds

· Generous exemptions relating to change of use and/or demolition/re-development works where a contribution was previously paid. 

· Exemption of ancillary plant rooms. 

This report is being forwarded to the members for consideration at the Council Meeting to be held on 8th October 2012.  A copy of the draft 2013-2015 Scheme will be forwarded to each Council Member before it goes on public display. A copy of the consultants report will be available on the Council web-site as part of the public display.

The making of a scheme is a reserved function of the Council. In order to have a scheme operational before the end of January next, the Council will, on 9th October 2012, publish notice under Section 48(4) of the Planning & Development Acts 2000-2011 stating that a draft scheme has been prepared and is on public display and that submissions /observations will be accepted over a six week period.

In addition a copy of the draft 2013-2015 Scheme will be sent to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government who may make recommendations. Four weeks following receipt of submissions the Manager will prepare a report on the submissions received and will submit this report to the Council. Not later than six weeks after receipt of the Manager’s Report, the Council will decide by resolution to vary / modify or make the scheme as submitted by the Manager. 

It is intended that a briefing be given to elected members prior to the December Council meeting. 

SDCC Timescale:  

	Stage
	Statutory Timescale
	Targeted Schedule 

	Working Group Econ Policy (non Statutory stage)
	
	4th September

	SPC 

(can be considered at September Council meeting)
	
	4th September 



	Draft Report to Council


	
	8th October

	Publish Notice


	
	10th October

	Public Display
	6 weeks
	10th October – 21st  November

	Managers Report circulated
	No later than 4 weeks after closing
	11th December 2012

	Consideration and adoption by Members
	No later than 6 weeks after receipt of Report
	14th January 2013”



Consultants report to the DLAs

DCS Presentation 


DCS Draft Scheme 

Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Land Use, Economic & Transport Planning outlined the background of the draft Scheme and the rationale used in arriving at the recommendations for the various levels of contributions, and the link between the Tender Price Index and the current economic trends.   He advised that the draft scheme had been recently considered by the SPC who had recommended that the new Scheme should have a three year lifespan from 2013 to 2015, with the commencement date depending on when the public consultation process concluded.

Councillor E. Tuffy thanked the Manager, staff and members of the SPC involved in the considerable amount of work undertaken in putting the draft Scheme together which displayed a good example of internal and external members working together.

Councillor C. Brophy proposed that consideration of the Item be deferred to the September OP & F meeting and following that meeting that it come back to the October Council Meeting.  This was seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and AGREED.
H13/0912
COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2010 - 2016 : Two Year Report on progress in securing objectives in accordance with Section 15(2) of the Planning & Development Act 2000 as amended
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Since the South Dublin County Development Plan became operative in October 2010, there have been considerable challenges facing planning and development in Ireland that are reflective of those facing the wider economy, society and environment.

In working to implement the objectives of the County Development Plan 2010-16 to date, the Planning Department together with all other Council Departments are addressing a range of current issues such as housing choice, location and type, sustainable transport measures, energy initiatives, green infrastructure, habitat protection, flood prevention, advance school provision and a review of the Section 48 Development Contributions Scheme.

In keeping with the cross-cutting, multi-sectoral nature of the Development Plan objectives, many of the plans, projects and programmes that are now being advanced by the Council are based on inter-departmental, multi-disciplinary team working.  This has enabled us to be successful in securing external funding and support in pursuance of many of these objectives and to engage on an ongoing basis with Government Departments and external agencies.

For example, South Dublin County Council, together with the Department of Environment and Local Government, the other Dublin Local Authorities and the NTA, are currently examining what may be the most appropriate form of sustainable housing in large and medium scale development areas.  This will assist in formulating future policy, although it is clear that the focus of policy in the more recent Local Area Plans for Fortunestown and Newcastle (Draft) has been on delivering lifecycle housing. 

To monitor implementation of the policies and objectives of the County Development Plan, the Planning Department has introduced a system for capturing critical data at planning decision making stage that as information builds up over time, will enable evidence based policy analysis and review.  

This two year review comes at a relatively early stage in the six year Development Plan cycle, yet it is apparent that there has been significant progress in implementing the objectives of the current Plan to date.”
Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Land Use, Economic & Transport Planning informed Members that the Council was obliged to bring a report on the objectives of the Plan to the Council within two years of adoption.

Councillor W. Lavelle noted that the report was a very good summary of all the work being undertaken throughout the County but requested that each Area Committee receive individual summaries of their specific local objectives.

Mr. Nevin agreed to look at the report on an area - by - area basis but was not in a position to give a commitment on when the individual summaries would be available.

The report was NOTED.
CORRESPONDENCE FOR NOTING

Ministerial
Co1/0912     
Letter, dated 11th July 2012, from Minister for Environment regarding SDCC's motion in relation to the establishment of Irish Water (M12/0212)

Co2/0912     
Letter, dated 25th July 2012, from Minister for Social Protection regarding SDCC's motion in relation to Rent Supplement and Parents with Partial Custody (M10/0712)

Co3/0912
Letter, dated 30th July 2012, from Department of Justice & Equality, regarding SDCC's motion in relation to Direct Provision Accommodation (M3/0712)

Letter, dated 23rd July 2012, from HSE acknowledging receipt of SDCC's letter regarding SDCC's motion in relation to Direct Provision Accommodation  (M3/0712)

Other

 Co4/0912
Letter, dated 10th July 2012, from Fingal County Council to the Minister for the Environment, regarding their motion passed in relation to Water Services Workers

 Co5/0912
Letter, by email dated 11th July 2012, from Irish Medical Organisation regarding their motion passed in relation to Smoking in Playgrounds

 Co6/0912  
Letter, dated 9th July 2012, from Longford County Council regarding their motion passed in relation to Property Tax and Waste Disposal

 Co7/0912
Letter, dated 16th July 2012, from RPG office regarding SDCC's motion in relation to Regional Planning Guidelines (M6/0612)
 Co8/0912
Letter, dated 18th July 2012, from Monaghan Town Council regarding their motions passed in relation to (a) Part-time Firemen and Unemployment Benefits, & (b) Circuses which use wild animals

 Co9/0912
Letter (acknowledgement), dated 18th July 2012, from Environmental Protection Agency regarding SDCC's motion to revoke Greyhound Waste License (M1/0712)
 Co10/0912
Letters from Voluntary Housing Associations operating in the SDCC area, regarding SDCC's motion in relation to FIS (M7/0712):-

1) Letter, dated 20th July 2012, from NABCO 

2) Letter, dated 23rd July 2012, from Circle Voluntary Housing Association

3) Letter, dated 25th July 2012, from Oaklee Housing Trust

4) Letter, dated 25th July 2012, from Respond! Housing Association

5) Letter, dated 26th July 2012, from Clanmil Ireland

6) Letter, dated 26th July 2012, from Clúid Housing

7) Letter, dated 7th August 2012, from Focus Ireland

8) Letter, dated 16th August 2012, from Sonas Housing Association Ltd.

9) Letter, dated 22nd August 2012, from FOLD Housing Association Ltd.

Co11/0912
Letter, dated 2nd August 2012, from Donegal County Council regarding their 
motion on Legalization of Abortion
The above letters were NOTED.


MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION


Mayor’s Business 

M1/0912
CIVIL MARRIAGE RIGHTS

 It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Devine:
“That this Council supports the same rights and entitlements to civil marriage for all citizens of South Dublin regardless of race, religion or sexuality”. 

REPORT:
“If the motion is passed by the Council details of the motion will be publicised.” 

In accordance with Standing Order No 13 it was agreed with the consent of the members to vary the sequence of business and to take M6 (of similar subject matter) in tandem with this item
M6/0912
CIVIL MARRIAGE RIGHTS

 It was proposed by Councillor C. Bond, seconded by Councillor D. Looney:
“That this Council believes that couples of the same sex should be able to avail of the same civil marriage rights and recognition as heterosexual couples. This Council will communicate this viewpoint to the Minister for Justice, Equality and Defence.”

REPORT:
“If the motion is passed details will be conveyed to the Minister for Justice, Equality and Defence.”

The Mayor Councillor C. King opened the debate on both motions by outlining the transformative effect that the introduction of Civil Partnership had on social attitudes and on the status of lesbian and gay people in our society.  He stated that Dublin City and County has been host to nearly 400 Civil Partnerships since April 2011 which was nearly half of the total which had taken place in Ireland.


The Mayor set out what Civil Partnership meant to these couples and the protection it afforded them in relation to income tax, inheritance, next of kin, social welfare, pensions, domestic violence protections, immigration and citizenship.  However, he stated that a critical omission was parenting and reform in this area was urgently required.


He then spoke of the importance of the next incremental step which was legislation to introduce civil marriage for same sex couples which would ensure equality to these couples which had been denied for so long and also send out the message to the rest of Europe and the world that Ireland is truly an open and inclusive society.


A lengthy debate followed with contributions from Councillors M. Devine, C. Bond, D. Looney, C. Brophy, J. Lahart, G. O’Connell and J. Hannon all of whom fully supported the Mayor and discussion centred on the following:

· To teach tolerance and respect given that 10% of the population have a gay orientation and 75% of the under 35 population have no objection to introduction of the proposed legislation

· The need to extend equal rights to gay and heterosexual couples

· The duty of the Council to stand up for gay and lesbian peoples rights by promoting an equality agenda

· To acknowledge this Country’s poor record on recognising divorce, same sex marriage etc., and support what is being done to attempt to change that record

· To recognise how far the Country had come in a short time considering the decriminalisation of homosexual acts had only taken place in 1993.

Councillor C. Jones spoke on her difficulty with the Motion, which centred around a point the Mayor had made, in relation to the issue of parenting within same sex couples marriage.  She stated that although she fully recognised the need for equal rights to be extended to all couples that the anomalies that already exist when one parent is not the biological parent of a child would need to be tackled first.  Other issues around children’s rights, their relationships with their biological parents and surrogacy also need to be addressed.

Councillors J. Lahart and J. Hannon noted Councillor Jones’ courage and stance in raising these issues but felt that this was a matter to be examined in a much wider forum. 


Councillor C. King closed the debate by thanking all contributors and for their support.  He stated that he fully understood and respected Councillor Jones’ view.


The Mayor called for a show of hands on each Motion individually and the results were as follows:


Motion 1 – PASSED unanimously


Motion 6 – PASSED unanimously

M2/0912
GREYHOUND’S WASTE LICENCE

Councillor T. Gilligan:

“That this Council revokes Greyhound's waste licence, following on from a motion I put down at the last Council meeting.”
In proposing his motion Councillor T. Gilligan proposed the following amendment, which was seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle:

“That this Council calls on the National Waste Collection Permit Office to revoke Greyhound's waste permit.”

REPORT:
“Following on from the Motion passed at the July Council meeting, a letter has already issued to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) advising of the motion and its contents. 

As stated in the discussion at the July meeting, South Dublin County Council has no powers to revoke licences/permits of the type held by Greyhound  Recycling & Recovery. The company hold the following authorisations -

Waste Licence W0095 - 02 - in relation to the operation of a Waste Transfer Station at Knockmitten Lane, Western Industrial Estate, Dublin 12. This Licence is issued by the Environmental Protection Agency. South Dublin County Council has no powers to revoke this Waste Licence as these powers are only available to the authorising body - in this case the EPA.

Waste Collection Permit WCP-DC-08-1154-01 - in relation to the collection of non-hazardous household, commercial and industrial wastes in multiple regions throughout the country. This Permit was issued by Dublin City Council. As and from lst February 2012, Offaly County Council became the National Waste Collection Permit Office. South Dublin County Council has no powers to revoke this Waste Collection Permit as these powers are only available to the authorising body - in this case, now the National Waste Collection Permit Office.

South Dublin County Council has no powers of authorisation or revocation in relation to either Greyhound Recycling & Recovery's Waste Licence or Waste Collection Permit.”
Councillor T. Gilligan cited a number of issues which had come into the public domain in recent times in relation to Greyhound Waste and their alleged breach of their Licence.


Councillor W. Lavelle thanked Councillor Gilligan for putting down the Motion and supported it fully. He referred to a recent letter which had issued to customers by the operator in relation to the practicing structure and environmental practices and stated that Greyhound Waste’s operation was now a complete abandonment of the “polluter pays principle” and gave no incentive to households to separate waste which was a retrograde step environmentally


Councillor C. Jones stated that she was aware of at least two other waste collectors who were not promoting best practice and these should be conveyed in the letter to the National Waste Permit Office.  In response to Councillor Jones’s remarks Councillor T. Gilligan stated that he wished to adhere to the current (amended) Motion and follow up the alleged breaches of the “polluter pays principle” by other collectors with a motion at a later stage.   He also acknowledged that there are some good operators.

Mr. John Quinlivan, Director of Environmental Services stated that the motion calling for Greyhound’s Waste Licence to be revoked will be sent to the National Waste Permit Office.


The Motion was PASSED.
In accordance with Standing Orders it was agreed by the majority of the Members present to take the following items for consideration out of the sequence of listing on the Agenda:
M3/0912
IRISH WATER
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor C. King and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:

“That this Council calls on the Ministers for Environment & Health, as part of the process to establish Irish Water, to commission an independent review and Value for Money assessment of the continuing policy of fluoridation of Irish drinking water.”

REPORT:
“The Health Act (Fluoridation of Water Supplies) 1960,  No. 46/1960, which requires the mandatory fluoridation of water is the Act governing the fluoridation of Irish drinking water supplies. The fluoride is added to drinking water at the Local Authorities' Treatment Plants and is paid for by the Health Authority in whose area the Treatment Plant is located. 

Water fluoridation is the controlled addition of fluoride to a public water supply to reduce tooth decay.  A 1994 World Health Organization expert committee suggested a level of fluoride from 0.5 to 1.0 mg/L (milligrams per litre), depending on climate. In Ireland the level of fluoride is between 0.6 and 0.8 mg/L having been reduced from between 0.8 and 1.0 mg/L approximately 5 years ago after a review by the Irish Expert Body on Fluorides and Health.  Bottled water typically has unknown fluoride levels, and some domestic water filters remove some or all fluoride.

The safety and benefits of fluoridation have been endorsed by major international organisations like the World Health Organisation, the Centre for Disease Control and Prevention (US), the United States Public Health Service, the United States Surgeon General, the Federation Dentaire Internationale/ World Dental Federation, the International Association for  Dental Research and the Royal College of Physicians of England.

One of the principal findings of the Forum on Fluoridation report in Ireland (2002) was that the best available and most reliable scientific evidence indicates that at the maximum permitted level of fluoride in drinking water at 1 part per million or 1 mg/L, human health is not adversely affected. No new studies have emerged to change this finding to date.

Currently there is an independent body reviewing the fluoridation of Irish drinking water supplies on a continuous basis,  known as the Irish Expert Body on Fluorides and Health. A comprehensive up-to-date review can be found on their website www.fluoridesandhealth.ie. 

If the motion is passed the terms of the motion will be conveyed to the Minister for Environment, Community & Local Government and the Minister for Health.”
The motion was PASSED.

M9/0912
GOVERNMENT WASTE POLICY

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor D. Looney and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:

“That this Council expresses its dissatisfaction with the timing of the publication by the Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government of the Waste Policy document "A Resource Opportunity " in late July, a time when local authorities could not feasibly schedule meetings to consider the many important proposals in the policy document, notes that the Policy in one very important respect departs completely from the commitment in the Programme for Government to introduce a tendering system in each local authority area which would result in one Waste Management company getting the contract for all household waste collection in a defined area, and is concerned about the sustainability of a possible "free for all " situation with several company waste collection trucks coming into small areas on several days per week, nevertheless acknowledges that there are several positive aspects of the new policy, including a renewed commitment to include provision for financial support to help low income families to pay for waste collection, calls on the Manager to provide for this meeting a draft response document  to the policy proposals, which councillors can consider for forwarding to the Minister, and finally that it is the view of this Council that Government should implement improved and strictly regulated systems for effective management for the recycling and disposal of household waste as soon as possible.”

REPORT:
“The document published in July 2012 is the formal statement of Government Policy in relation to Waste Management. The new government policy was discussed at the Environment SPC on Monday 3rd September and it was agreed that a detailed presentation and discussion of what is an extensive document would be held at the next meeting of the SPC.

The publication of the document comes after a considerable period of consultation during which 83 submissions were made. A Submission was made by Dublin City Council on behalf of the Dublin Regional Waste Authorities and is attached for the information of Councillors.

The motion was PASSED.

M10/0912
S 142 REGISTER
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE: 

“That this Council will include, by the end of the calendar year 2012 at the latest, an easily-accessible yearly breakdown of all Councillor expenses and remuneration on its website (correctly annotated to take account of different positions), beginning with the election of the current Council in 2009.”

REPORT:
“In accordance with Section 142 (4)(g) of the Local Govt Act 2001 and Article 8 of SI 552/2001 Local Authorities are obliged to keep a public register  in relation to Members' attendances at meetings, expenses, remuneration, Mayor’s allowance, etc.   

This level of information is regularly the subject of Freedom of Information requests.   

Members were advised earlier this summer of the Council's requirement to comply with these regulations, and to make this information readily available on our website under Your Council   this information has now been collated and is currently being prepared into a format for publication.  It is expected that the data will be ready for publication in mid - September 2012.”
The Motion was PASSED.

M12/0912
TALLAGHT FIRE STATION 
It was proposed by Councillor M. Devine, seconded by Councillor C. King and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE: 

“That this Council corresponds with Minister Hogan to express dismay at the delay in the planned upgrade and extension Tallaght Fire Station that serves Dublin South West.”

REPORT:
“Necessary small scale remedial works were carried out late last year/ early this year while further intermediate remedial works are being undertaken at present. Should funding be made available to fund the major capital works, the planned upgrade and extension of Tallaght Fire Station will be undertaken. 

If the Motion is passed a letter will issue to the Minister as requested.”
The motion was PASSED.

M13/0912
MAKE LOCAL
It was proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:

“That this council initiates a 'Make Local' campaign in conjunction with the South Dublin Chamber of Commerce / Clondalkin Chamber of Commerce. Similar to the 'Think Local' campaign launched some time ago.”

REPORT:
"Think Local" is an initiative of the South Dublin County Development Board which helps create and develop community awareness of the advantages and benefits of supporting local businesses and community facilities in the South Dublin County administrative area.

By spending money in the County and supporting local businesses each resident has the opportunity to support the economy in South Dublin County.

In 2010 and 2011, the Board produced posters which were circulated and displayed by the traders in the villages in South Dublin County and at Tallaght Stadium.  A website was also developed:  www.thinklocal.ie which also seeks to raise awareness among residents.

The Council has a strong connection with the South Dublin and Clondalkin Chambers of Commerce and would be willing to bring any relevant proposal to them.”
 
The motion was PASSED.
M15/0912
RAGWORTH
It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor M. Devine and moved  without debate:

“That a discussion take place on the proliferation of the noxious weed "RAGWORTH" on public spaces across the County, e.g. the N4 at Palmerston, the Coldcut, the N81, with a view to finding a way of dealing with it (it is illegal not to cut it) as it is a source of frustration and blight on the efforts of local communities to work towards the objectives of “Beautiful South Dublin".
REPORT:
“Ragwort is generally not an issue in Parks or Non National road grass margins which are maintained by the Parks Department in accordance with budget allocations. 

In June, SDCC received additional grants from the National Roads Authority and asked to prioritise the cutting of Ragworth. The additional monies are National Primary routes   €50,000; National Secondary routes €12,900..

Ragworth was cut on the N4 and N7 in late July and will be cut on the N81 in the coming week.

In 2013, it is envisaged that the maintenance of the N4 and N7 will be carried out by private contractors (this includes ragworth removal)

Isolated instances of ragworth may occur on land vested in the Council and efforts are made to contain same in the Council's asset management programmes.   The treatment of ragworth on private lands is a matter for the individual landowner.” 

The report was NOTED.
The Meeting concluded at 6.30 pm.
Motions not reached:

(M4)
RUGBY WORLD CUP
Councillor C. Brophy

That this council would make available Tallaght Stadium to the IRFU as part of any Irish bid for the Rugby World Cup. The economic and tourist benefits of having the stadium included in the world’s third largest sporting will be significant and the Council should actively promote the inclusion of the Stadium as part of any Irish hosting of this event.

(M5)
SPORTS SPONSORSHIP
Councillor E. Walsh

Go dtacaíonn an Chomhairle seo leis an mbeartas deireadh a chur leis an urraíocht ó thionscal na ndeochanna alcóil do chúrsaí spóirt, de réir a chéile, ag féachaint ar an díobháil a dhéantar dár sochaí agus dár dtimpeallacht de bharr mí úsáid alcóil.    

That this Council supports the gradual ending of sponsorship of sport from the alcohol drinks industry having regard to the damage that is done to our society and environment because of the abuse of alcohol.

(M7)
LUAS

Councillor T. Ridge

That this Council contact the operators of the Red Line Luas re. bullying and nuisance of passengers on a continuous basis by groups of youths who disturb and frighten other passengers particularly the elderly.  I was verbally abused recently when I asked a group to stop shouting and moving around upsetting, in particular senior citizens.  My journey was from Abbey St. and there was no security presence until Red Cow.  I believe an on-board security is the only safeguard for the users of the Luas.
(M8)
FUNDING FOR SERVICES 

Councillor G. O’Connell

That this Council, being deeply concerned at the need for credible, transparent, accountable and proper funding for the services delivered by and through the Local Authority, requests the Manager to write to the Minister for the Environment and Local Government, copied to the Minister for Finance, asking that any consideration of a property tax and/or review of the household charge be done only in the context of the funding of Local Government and that it be introduced in a manner that takes account of (a) the ability to pay by householders, (b) includes a realistic subvention from central Government and (c) that it provides for the active participation of elected Councillors in determining both the need and the level of such charges within their circumscription.

(M11)
RAGWORTH

Councillor E. Coburn

That this council discuss with the aid of a report the policy of SDCC towards the treatment and management of Ragworth.
(M14)
HOT-DESKING
Councillor W. Lavelle

That that Council requests the Manager to present a detailed report, for discussion, on the funding options available to the Council to develop new community enterprise centre spaces, training space, ‘hot-desking’ facilities etc. (including though the leasing of currently vacant premises) in areas of the county currently not serviced and where there is a clear verifiable demand.
Signed: _______________________________


Mayor 

Date: _________________________________
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