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	COMHAIRLE CONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS


	SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE

(Dealing with Community, Housing, Parks & Environment)

HELD ON 24th September, 2012
PRESENT
	Councillors
	Councillors

	Bond C.
	Hannon J.

	Brophy C.
	Lawlor B.

	Corr M. 
	Kearns P.

	Devine M.
	King C.

	Duff M.
	Looney D.

	
	Walsh E.

	
	


           An Cathaoirleach, Councillor D. Looney, presided. 
OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Senior Executive Officers
	W. Sheils,  H. Hogan,  Y. Dervan

	Project Manager
	M. Ní Dhomhnaill 

	Administrative Officers
	 J. Browne,  B. Fogarty

	Senior Executive Engineer
	D. Lakes

	Senior Executive Parks Superintendent
	M. Hannon,  B. Kearney

	Senior Staff Officer
	A. Rooney

	Staff Officer
	E. Conlon


T/441/12
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 18th June,  2012, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.  

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Tallaght Area Committee held on 18th June, 2012, be ADOPTED and APPROVED".
COMMUNITY BUSINESS

T/442/12
QUESTIONS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/443/12
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-
	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	Agf755
	Brookfield Music Club
	Grant towards the cost of music equipment for this new club 
	29/6/2012
	€600


Bottom of Form

Mr. Willie Sheils presented the Report.  

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff and seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:


“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report.”
T/444/12
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading
T/445/12
CORRESPONDENCE

It was noted there was no business under this heading.
T/446/12
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS
EVENTS TAKING PLACE UNDER ‘THE GATHERING’
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney seconded by Councillor M. Devine:
“That this Committee congratulate all involved in planning for events taking place under the banner of "The Gathering" in the area under the remit of this Committee in 2013; that an outline is given of plans specific to this area; and that a headed item be included no less than every two months for the coming year on "The Gathering" at each meeting of this Committee to discuss these plans and involve Councillors in helping to promote and support these events.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“South Dublin County Tourism (SDCT) proposes to host a number of international tournaments (up to 22 to date) under "The Gathering 2012" featuring different sports, culture and art genres and focusing primarily on several of the most important tourism markets - the USA, UK, Canada and Europe. The underpinning idea is that we make the optimum use of the facilities that we have available to us in the County - particularly Tallaght Stadium, the National Baskteball Arena, and Corkagh Park, where there is one of the very few Baseball Diamonds in Ireland.

It is proposed to stage both international Soccer and American Football tournaments in Tallaght Stadium, which of course has catered for both sports on many occasions already. The National Basketball Arena will be used to host a number of international Basketball tournaments. These are the events which are likely to have the greatest impact on the area covered by this ACM,  There are also both Bridge and Poker competitions scheduled to take place in the CityWest hotel. 

All of these events are planned to be free of charge for spectators and are expected to attract very significant numbers of visitors from abroad. These visitors will have a great economic impact on many of the businesses in the area, obviously on the catering and hospitality sector in particular. This will help to stabilise jobs and businesses and may possibly create more jobs of a temporary nature. 

SDCT and SDCC are working very closely together on this project and have linked up directly with the various National Governing Bodies of the various sports to ensure the successful hosting of these tournaments. If the motion is passed, the Area Committee Meeting will be brought up to date on progress every two months, as requested.”

Following a discussion to which Councillors C. Brophy, D. Looney, C. King, M. Duff and M. Devine contributed, Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised.  

The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to give the Committee an up to date report on progress every two months. 
T/447/12
FETTERCAIRN FUN DAY
It was proposed by Councillor M. Devine seconded by Councillor M. Duff:

“That the Manager and staff be complimented on assisting with the enjoyable and successful  Fettercairn family fun day last month.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“The Fettercairn Family Day took place on Sunday 19th August 2012, and was attended by approximately 1,200 residents. There was a whole range of activities to enjoy including bouncy castles, egg and spoon races, hoop-la, facepainting, puppet shows, horse-riding and many others. Everyone present seemed to enjoy themselves and there was a real community feel to the day.

If the Motion is passed, the good wishes will be passed on to the staff concerned.” 

Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Duff and M. Devine contributed, Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised.  

The report was NOTED.

HOUSING BUSINESS

T/448/12
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions 1 - 2 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."
T/449/12
UPDATE ON THE HAGS, MAGS AND HOPS SCHEMES
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
“To ask the Manager to provide an update on the numbers of applications under the HAGS, MAGS and HOPS schemes in the area under the remit of this Committee; to ask if the Council can publicise such schemes to target groups through community organisations; and to ask if such information can be collated on a geographical basis in future, e.g. by electoral division?”
REPLY:
With regard to your question please see tables below which show a breakdown of the Housing Adaptation Grant for People with A Disability (HAGS),  Mobility  Aids Housing Grant (MAGS) and Housing Aid for Older People (HOPS) Schemes, showing expenditure in 2012 to date, approvals, and applications on hand i.e. not approved to date i.e. 18th September, 2012.  

 The details below are for the Tallaght Area only.

	Type of Grant
	Expenditure in 2012 to date - January  to 18/9/2012

	Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability (HAGS)
	€449,871.19

	Mobility  Aids Housing Grant Scheme (MAGS)
	€54,366.19

	Housing Aid for Older People Scheme (HOPS)
	€43,278.32

	Total Expenditure for Tallaght Area only
	€547,515.70

	Type of Grant
	No of approvals in 2012 – i.e. Jan – 18/09/2012
	Cost of Approvals on hand as at 18/9/2012

	Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability (HAGS)
	36
	€326,315.78

	Mobility  Aids Housing Grant Scheme (MAGS)
	15
	€57,701.87

	Housing Aid for Older People Scheme (HOPS)
	10
	€44,000.79

	Totals
	61
	€428,018.44


 
 
	Type of Grant
	No of applications on hand – not approved to date
	Total Applications on hand – not approved as at 18/9/2012 

	Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability (HAGS)
	22
	€169,306.00 approx

	Mobility  Aids Housing Grant Scheme (MAGS)
	21
	€80,285.52 approx

	Housing Aid for Older People Scheme (HOPS)
	6
	€25,599.84 approx

	Totals
	49
	€275,191.36


Please note the Grants Section  met with the Greenhills Harvest Fair in September, 2010, through the Dodder Valley Partnership and also met with the Social Work Department, Tallaght Hospital, in October, 2010 with regard to the above application Schemes.    Please note the Grants Section can facilitate other community organisations regarding these Schemes and also to highlight the required documentation necessary for the submission of a valid application.  With regard to request of details on a geographical basis the Council will endeavour to produce details as requested.

  T/450/12
UPDATE ON CBL, ASH AND THE SOCIAL HOUSING LEASING INITIATIVE



QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

“To ask the Manager for an update on the statistics relevant to the Choice-Based Letting, Applicant Sourced Housing and the overall Social Housing Leasing Initiative for the area under the remit of this Committee, and to make a statement on the progress being made in meeting housing need in this area?”
REPLY:
To date the Council has processed a total of 392 expressions of interest in respect of of privately owned properties in the Tallaght electoral area for inclusion in the Social Housing Leasing Initiative of which 53 were sourced by housing applicants through the ASH process. The following table outlines the status of these properties 
	
	 
	ASH

	Expressions of interest received
	392
	53

	Closed - failed to reach agreement with property owner or property unsuitable
	287
	34

	Cases in process
	20
	7

	Lease arrangements concluded and properties tenanted
	85
	12


The Council continues to explore all expressions of interest in the leasing initiative from owners of private properties for inclusion in the social leasing initiative. Properties will be considered subject to suitability for social use and good estate management principles.

The enhanced roll out of the ASH process is ongoing with the issue of 60 letters to housing applicants on a fortnightly basis for alternate sides of the Naas Road  in order of placement on the housing list.      

Full implementation of the Choice Based Letting Scheme (C B L) commenced on 14/10/2011 and is now fully operational and very successful.  Voluntary Housing Associations have also agreed to be included in the scheme.

To date 129 dwellings have been advertised and allocated for the South of the Naas Road housing area as follows:-

	SIZE OF DWELLING
	 1 BEDROOM 
	2  BEDROOM
	3 BEDROOM
	4 BEDROOM
	TOTAL

	SDCC - SOUTH OF NAAS ROAD SDCC
	8
	43
	54
	2
	107

	VHA – SOUTH OF NAAS ROAD
	2
	17
	3
	0
	22

	 
	10
	60
	57
	2
	129


T/451/12
2nd QUARTER ANTI-SOCIAL REPORT APRIL TO MAY 2012
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

 “The table below provides statistical analysis of reported anti social activity in the Tallaght area on a quarterly basis.  In the 2nd quarter of 2012, a total of 170 incidents of anti social behaviour were recorded on  foot of which 484 actions were taken.  In the 2nd quarter of 2012 there were 1025 working files countywide.
Incidents of anti social behaviour are categorised in accordance with the Council's Anti Social Behaviour Policy Document which was adopted by the Elected Members in 2005 
	Incidents reported
	2nd Qtr 2011
	3rd Qtr 2011
	4th Qtr 2011
	 1st Qtr 2012
	2ndQtr 2012

	Priority 1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Drugs Activity reported to SDCC
	6
	1
	4
	 8
	6

	Criminal Activity reported to SDCC
	9
	14
	7
	 27
	16

	Joyriding reported to SDCC
	1
	1
	0
	 1
	1

	Violence/intimidation/ harassment reported to SDCC
	44
	27
	13
	 25
	39

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Priority 2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Squatters/illegal occupiers reported to SDCC
	11
	5
	4
	 5
	1

	Vandalism reported to SDCC
	16
	17
	11
	 14
	23

	Physical condition of property reported to SDCC
	15
	11
	7
	 16
	23

	Racism reported to SDCC
	0
	2
	1
	 0
	0

	Vacant House reported to SDCC
	13
	11
	9
	 9
	17

	Neighbour Dispute reported to SDCC
	2
	1
	2
	 2
	2

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Priority 3
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Noise/disturbance reported to SDCC
	16
	18
	9
	 14
	15

	Pets/animal nuisance reported to SDCC
	6
	7
	1
	 4
	8

	Children Nuisance reported to SDCC
	5
	3
	9
	 7
	19

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 Total Incidents reported
	144
	118
	77
	 132
	170

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 Total Complaints
	132
	121
	77
	 139
	171

	 Actions
	603
	516
	354
	 404
	484

	Housecall
	181
	148
	80
	 89
	130

	House Inspections
	13
	9
	3
	 4
	3

	Formal Office Interviews
	59
	42
	33
	 58
	49

	Phone interviews complainant/tenant
	122
	121
	96
	 108
	157

	Referred to HWO
	4
	2
	2
	 1
	9

	Referred to EHO
	2
	2
	0
	 1
	2

	Referred to Family Support
	0
	0
	0
	 0
	0

	Referred to Mediation
	0
	5
	0
	 4
	2

	Garda Consultation
	28
	15
	13
	 24
	17

	Other SDCC section consulted
	72
	79
	44
	 44
	42

	Health Services Consultation 
	1
	1
	1
	 0
	3

	Case Conference - Multi Agency
	1
	0
	2
	 1
	1

	Case Conference - Internal
	2
	0
	0
	 3
	2

	Verbal Warning given
	7
	2
	0
	 5
	7

	Warning Letters issued
	9
	6
	5
	 4
	3

	Abandonment Notice Served
	4
	2
	8
	 2
	5

	Pre-emptive Surrender
	0
	0
	2
	 0
	0

	Notice to Quit Served
	0
	1
	5
	 1
	0

	Demand for Possession Served
	2
	1
	1
	 2
	1

	Excluding Order sought / obtained by Tenant 
	8
	0
	0
	 0
	0

	House Surrendered
	3
	2
	6
	 1
	2

	Sitexed House
	7
	7
	9
	 9
	10

	 Traveller Support worker visit
	0
	0
	0
	 0
	0

	 Letter for interview
	35
	26
	12
	 18
	8

	File reopened
	11
	21  
	12
	 10
	10

	Court date
	0
	0
	0
	 0
	0

	Decree awarded
	1
	0
	0
	 0
	0

	Did not attend for interview
	10
	11
	6
	 6
	7

	FOI report received / issued
	0
	0
	6
	 0
	0

	Section 15 requested
	3
	0
	1
	 0
	1

	Section 20 eviction
	0
	0
	0
	 0
	0

	Tenant transferred
	1
	1
	1
	 0
	1

	Referred to law dept
	1
	0
	0
	 0
	0

	Priority transfer refused (new category)
	1
	1
	4
	 2
	8

	Priority transfer requested (new category)
	10
	10
	1
	 7
	4

	Priority transfer approved (new category)
	5
	1
	1
	 0
	0

	Total actions
	603
	516
	354
	 404
	484


The Council, through the office of its Estate Management Team hosts weekly Housing Clinics at the following locations:  
Killinarden Community Centre - Every Friday 11am-12noon
Glenshane/Rossfield - 12 Brookfield Court, Every Friday 11-12noon
Mary Mercer – Every Thursday 11am – 12 noon 
Fettercairn Community Centre - Every Wednesday 11am - 12 noon
Macuilliam Housing Development – Every 2nd Thursday 2.30pm – 4.00pm.
However people are invited to also report incidents of anti social behaviour through the following means – freephone 1800 200 245, telephone 414 9000, through the Customer Care system, by visiting County Hall or the Clondalkin Civic Centre.
Members of the public are encouraged to utilise these clinics and avenues for the purpose of discussing housing related matters including incidents of anti social behaviour in respect of which all such matters are treated with confidentiality.  The clinics are attended by the Allocations Support Officer for the area and the local Community Garda.”

Following a contribution from Councillor C. King, Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised.
The report was NOTED. 

T/452/12
SUPREME COURT JUDGEMENT ON SECTION 62 OF THE HOUSING ACT, 1966
Mr. Hugh Hogan, Senior Executive Officer,  gave a Presentation.
Attached is link to Judgement.
The report was NOTED.
T/453/12
THE HOUSING CONSTRUCTION AND PROCUREMENT REPORT
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“HOUSING CONSTRUCTION
COMPLETIONS - Voluntary Housing Programme
Springfield -Respond VHA - 190 Units
15 X 3 Bed Apt
48 X 2 Bed Apt
106 X 1 Bed Apt
12 X Houses
9 X Short Term Housing
Certificate of practical completion issued August 2011 (allocation of units ongoing)
COMPLETIONS - SDCC   Construction Programme
Mac Uilliam Playground and Landscaping
Playground completed in December 2011. 
SCHEMES IN PREPARATION - SDCC Construction Programme
Deerpark - 8 Units
Funding approval has been received from DOECLG and tender documents are being prepared. 
SOCIAL HOUSING LEASING INITIATIVE
As at 1/9/12, a total of 153 privately owned properties have been procured county wide under lease arrangements and the properties made available for tenanting by persons on the social housing waiting list. 81 of these properties are in the Tallaght electoral area. A further 27 cases are currently in process of which 20 are in the Tallaght electoral area. 
Rental Accommodation Scheme
31st August 2012

RAS Transfers
31st March 2012                                 31st of August 2012                   Total

535                                                        59                                                  594

Inspections (Countywide)
31st March 2012                               31st August 2012                          Total

4440                                                    225                                                   4665                                                                    

It was decided to take Councillor King’s Motion No. 5 along with the above report:
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns:  

“That the Manager provide a detailed report on the delay in the allocation of the remaining Housing units to be managed by St John of Gods and also the units to be Managed by SDCC on the same site.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The tenanting of the St John of Gods and unsold affordable dwellings in the Cookstown development has been delayed due to legal complexities regarding title and registration, it is hoped that these issues will be resolved shortly.  South Dublin County Council and St John of Gods have compiled a list for prospective tenants for the St John of Gods dwellings.  The allocation of the unsold affordable units is yet to be determined.”
Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King and M. Duff contributed, Mr. Hugh  

Hogan, Senior Administrative Officer, and Ms. B. Fogarty, Administrative Officer, responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED. 

T/454/12
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/455/12
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/456/12
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading


ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR AROUND KIMMAGE MANOR WAY

It was proposed by Councillor C. Brophy seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

“That the Manager provide a update on the Council efforts to combat anti-social behaviour in and around Kimmage Manor Way.  Specifically in relation to the keeping of animals and the disposal of rubbish.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The following report outlines the efforts by the Council to combat anti social behaviour relation to Kimmage Manor Way in complaints of in respect of anti social behaviour at this location, specifically the keeping of a horse and cockerels in the gardens of the houses here.

The Anti Social Response team and Estate Managers for this area have visited and inspected this location on numerous occasions during the week and at weekends over the past few months.

 

The visits/inspections took place as follows:

· 3rd May, 2012 (Thursday) Chickens and cockerel on site.  The Tenant was interviewed and instructed to remove animals.  They agreed to do so.  A follow up inspection (date not recorded) indicated that they had complied with the instruction 

· 5th May, 2012 (Saturday 12.45pm) nothing found during inspection 

· 6th May, 2012 (Sunday 1.15pm) nothing found during inspection 

· 8th May, 2012 (Tuesday) nothing found during inspection 

· 9th May, 2012 (Wednesday at 9.00pm) nothing found during inspection but it was noted that a dog was barking at a pedestrian who was outside a house. 

· 22nd May, 2012 (Tuesday at 9.30pm) nothing found during inspection 

· 25th May 2012, (Friday at 7.30am) early morning call - nothing found during this inspection. 

· 27th May, 2012 (Sunday 2.30pm and 6.30pm) 2 inspections carried out - nothing found during this inspection. 

· 7th June, 2012, (Thursday) - nothing found during this inspection 

· 19th June, 2012, (Tuesday) - nothing found during this inspection 

· 21st June, 2012, (Thursday) - nothing found during this inspection 

· 26th June, 2012, (Tuesday) - nothing found during this inspection 

· 5th July, 2012,   (Thursday) - nothing found during this inspection 

· 9th July, 2012, (Monday) – A horse and cockerels were found on premises.  The tenants were instructed to remove same immediately and they agreed to have them gone by the next day. 

· 12th July, 2012, (Thursday) - follow up inspection, horse and cockerels removed. 

· 17th July, 2012 (Tuesday) - nothing found during this inspection.

This schedule of visits and inspection clearly indicates that every effort is being made by the Council to investigate the residents complaints.  Out of the 17 calls made to Kimmage Manor Way, on only two occasions was there found to be a horse or cockerels in situ. The location and specifically the house in question has been monitored on an ongoing basis and if the problem eliminated.  If it should present in the future appropriate action will be taken.

It  must be pointed out however that 17 visits over such a very short period is being construed by the residents there as harassment and it was felt that it was not correct to continue such a level of invasive monitoring.  The Council will, of course, respond to specific complaints.  

In relation to the making of complaints there is a need for them to be logged officially so as they can be tracked and the Council can revert to the complainant directly for additional information if needs be.  In the past there have been occasions where some residents have claimed that they have sent emails to individual mail boxes and were questioning why they were not responded to.  Such complaints can not be properly recorded and tracked and in some instances may not be received for some considerable time.  This may well delay the investigation process.    All complaints and representations should be logged through the Council's Customer Care or Public Reps system which is accessed through the Council’s main website at www.SouthDublin.ie.  Both systems properly records and track all such complaints, ensuring that they are forwarded to the correct member of staff and that response times are adhered to.

During discussions on the question of anti social behaviour in the area it was reported that someone was riding a horse on the Whitehall Road.  As this is a public road, this is a permitted use and the Council can not take any action in relation to it.  If such use of the road is dangerous, the matter should be referred to the Gardai, at that time, for action under the Road Traffic Legislation

The question of a barking dog is purely a Civil Matter and the complainant themselves needs to pursue the matter through the District Court, 1st Floor, Aras An Ui Dhalaigh, Inns Quay, Dublin.  The Council’s Allocations Support Unit has no function in this regard.

In relation to the disposal of rubbish, any complaints regarding an accumulation of rubbish should be reported to the Anti Litter Warden for the area in order for an investigation to be undertaken.  Depending on the outcome of this investigation the necessary steps will be taken by the Council.”
Following a discussion to which Councillors C. Brophy, M. Corr, M. Devine and D. Looney contributed, Mr. Hugh Hogan, Senior Administrative Officer, responded to queries raised.  

The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to contact Mr. Hugh Hogan should the dog barking problem commence once more. 
PARKS BUSINESS

T/457/12
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions 3-7 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."
T/458/12
TAKING IN CHARGE WORKS AT THE OPEN SPACE IN HUNTERS MEADOW



QUESTION: Councillor C. Bond
"To ask the Manager for an update on ongoing taking in charge works at the open space in Hunters Meadow and if he will make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY:
The Taking in Charge of the open space in the Hunters Meadow development has been the subject of a number of meetings and discussions between the Council and the developer.  Details of the minimum works required to complete the landscape plan and to remediate substandard works were presented to the Developer.  

Following confirmation from the Parks and Landscape Services Section that the developer, Ellier, has failed to carry out the necessary works to remediate the open space and boundary treatment at Hunters Meadow the Planning Dept has re-issued its claim on the bond with Allied Irish Band (AIB) and is pursuing same to obtain funds to complete the works or the appointment of a contractor (by AIB) to do so. The works include path repair, boundary construction, hedgerow planting, removal of dead trees and de-compaction and reinstatement of the open space itself. 

T/459/12
REMOVAL OF WEEDS FROM FIELD OPPOSITE ALLENTON DRIVE



QUESTION: Councillor C. Bond
"To ask the Manager to provide an update on removing weeds from the field opposite Allenton Drive, as per the Motions passed at the April and June meetings of this Committee?"

REPLY:
It has not been possible to attend to this issue for some time but it is planned to have it included in the works programme for attention in the next four weeks.

T/460/12
WHEELCHAIR FRIENDLY FOOTPATH AT ST. AONGUS CRESCENT

QUESTION: Councillor M. Duff
"As a follow up to my question to TAC 1 in January, 2012 regarding the provision of a wheelchair friendly footpath at St Aongus Crescent, opposite numbers 30 and 36, and considering that this project has been listed as part of the works planned under the 2012 Vulnerable Areas Works Programme, would the Manager please indicate when this project will commence?"

REPLY:
The open space area at St Aongus Crescent has been surveyed and the necessary works are currently being costed.  It is unlikely in the current budget situation that this work can be undertaken in 2012 and it may have to be included for consideration in the formulation of the 2013 Estimates. 

T/461/12
UPDATE ON THE TREES ON ST. JOSEPH’S ROAD, GREENHILLS


QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
"To ask the Manager for an update on the plans to deal with trees on St Joseph's Rd, Greenhills and to make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY:
A meeting was held with local residents in June 2012 in the local Community Centre to update residents on the options available to deal with the tree problems identified on St. Joseph’s Road.  This followed from a discussion and presentation to the Elected Members in November 2011.  At the meeting it was emphasised that any option required the expenditure of a significant portion of the available budget for the 2012 Arboricultural Works Programme in the area.  The Council representatives listened to the views of the residents and agreed to present an option that would go some way to dealing with the identified problems and the views of the residents on the matter.  It is proposed to present an option that is possible to achieve within the constraints of existing budgets to the residents in mid October. The Elected Members will be briefed on this option prior to the meeting.

T/462/12
GRASS CUTTING IN PARKS AND GREEN SPACES



QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
"To ask the Manager to report on grass-cutting in parks and green spaces in the area under the remit of this Committee to date in 2012; to ask if it is felt that grass-cutting in small public green spaces such as those in Temple Manor Estate, Mountdown and Muckross  Green (all Dublin 12) during the summer was sufficient; and to make recommendations for grass-cutting in this area into the future?"

REPLY:
Grass cutting in parks and open spaces in 2012 has been severely affected by the exceptionally high rainfall and high temperatures in June, July and August and to a reduced extent in September also.  It has also been affected by the very tight budget conditions under which the Council is currently operating.  

High grass growth has hampered effective use of machinery and in many cases machinery has had to be directed away from saturated ground to avoid damaging the surface.   The standard of grass cutting has therefore in many cases been to a standard that would not be acceptable to either the public or the Council.  The reduced rainfall in September has allowed for some retrieval of the grass cutting schedules but it will require exceptionally dry weather to complete the grass cutting programme to the standard that would be acceptable under normal conditions.

The priority of the Council has been to ensure that playing pitches are available for play and that they are maintained to a condition that is acceptable and useable by the participants and in most situations this priority has been met.

T/463/12
PART 8 – PROPOSED EXTENSION AND ENHANCEMENT PROPOSALS FOR FRIARSTOWN ALLOTMENTS
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

PART 8 - Proposed extension and enhancement proposals for Friarstown Allotments
REPLY:
Part 8 Public Consultation for a Proposal to enhance and extend the existing allotment site at Friarstown, Bohernabreena
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000
Planning and Development Regulations 2001 to 2012 
Proposal 
This is a proposal to enhance and extend the existing allotment site at Friarstown, Bohernabreena.  The proposal consists of the following elements:

Extend the number of existing 128 allotments by 169 comprising of

·        76 allotments of 100m2 each 

·        73 allotments of 50m2 each

·         20 allotments of varying sizes from 112m2 to 260m2 

Construct associated access paths, fencing, gates, site divisions, water provision.

Enhance the allotment site by the provision of:

·         A new amenity and educational facility.  This building will provide: 

·        Male, female and disabled toilets 

· Meeting room that can also be used for educational, demonstration and display purposes 

·       Office storage

·         The planting of a new tree and hedge lined entrance avenue

·         Designated car parking

·         Provision of regularized storage facilities for the use of allotment holders

·         Information signage

The proposal is illustrated graphically on accompanying outline drawing Number PLS 1233-19.

It should be noted that the realisation of some or all of the proposals is dependent on securing the necessary finance and the Council will be making an application to the EU LEADER programme for the necessary funding.

Plans and particulars of the proposed development will be available for inspection or purchase at a fee not exceeding the reasonable cost of making a copy at:

(a) South Dublin County Council Offices, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24 between the hours of 9:00 am – 5.00pm Monday to Thursday and 9.00am - 4.30pm on Friday (Inspection and purchase),
(b) County Library, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24 between the hours of 9.45am-8.00pm Monday to Thursday and 9.45am - 4.30pm Friday and Saturday (inspection only).
(c) The existing allotment site at Friarstown, Bohernabreena(inspection only).
The plans and particulars will be on display from Thursday 27th September 2012 to 9th November 2012.
Written submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development, dealing with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development would be situated, may be made in writing before 4.30 p.m. on 23rd November 2012 to the:-

Senior Executive Officer, Environmental Services Department, South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24.  E-mail address: - info@sdublincoco.ie  Website: www.sdublincoco.ie 

It should be noted that the Freedom of Information Act applies to all records held by South Dublin County Council. “
The following is the location map of the area.

The following link is to the Planned layout.

Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, M. Devine & M. Duff contributed, Mr. Michael Hannon, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, responded to queries raised. 

The report was NOTED. 

T/464/12
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/465/12
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/466/12        CATHAOIRLEACHS BUSINESS
UPDATE ON THE 2011-2012 ARBORICULTURAL PROGRAMME 
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Duff:  

“That this Committee commends the Parks Department on the works concluded to date as part of the 2011-12 Arboricultural Programme. This Committee requests a full list of trees dealt with and outstanding works in the Tallaght Central and Tallaght South areas. This Committee further requests a plan of action for the upcoming 2012-13 programme, and urges the Parks Department to examine closely representations which have been on file for a number of years for inclusion.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ and NOTED:
“Tallaght Area Committee 24th September 2012 
Update on 2012 Arboricultural Works Programme
The 2012 Arboricultural Works Programme was discussed and agreed with the Elected Members prior to the formal presentation at the November 2011 ACM.  The programme set out to undertake significant tree pruning and removal on street trees and trees and shrubbery located on open spaces.  It was noted at the outset of the programme that 2012 would be a challenging year in which to undertake such a programme particularly in relation to reduced budgetary provision nationally and loss of staff locally.  It was agreed with the Elected Members that the programme should be a realistic one and one that was achievable but dependent on the necessary resources to undertake it.  It also meant that not all of the work that is necessary to undertake could be tackled but that the most critical would be.  

It is fair to say that the progress to date has been very good and the plan is to continue with this programme to the end of 2012.  It will be noted from the report that many trees originally not included in the programme have been attended to and this was based on the on site assessment by local staff of the particular condition of individual trees. 

The completion of the programme by December 2012 is dependent on the resource availability to do so.

The 2013 draft programme is under consideration at present and is based on assessments undertaken during the year, representations from Elected Members as well as individual householders.  This draft will be discussed with the Elected Members in October and it is planned to present it to the November 2012 ACM.

	2012 ARBORICULTURAL WORKS PROGRAMME

	TALLAGHT CENTRAL ELECTORAL AREA – Housing Estate Work - Works Completed

	Estate 
	Location
	Works Undertaken

	Allenton Drive
	42 Allenton Drive
	Removal

	Balrothery Estate
	Estate
	All trees requiring pruning or removal

	Bolbrook Park
	11 Bolbrook Park
	Removal

	Glendoo Close
	Glendoo Close
	All trees requiring pruning or removal, 
including 5 Glendoo Close

	Glendown Estate
	Estate
	All trees requiring pruning or removal

	Glendown Road
	Glendown Road and Cypress Drive Junction
	All trees requiring pruning or removal at
 junction  

	Glenview Drive
	Between 13 and 14 Glenview Drive
	Removal

	Kilnamanagh Estate
	Parkhill
	All trees requiring pruning or removal 

	 
	Parkhill Road
	All trees requiring pruning or removal

	Limekiln
	1 Limekiln Close
	Removal

	 
	25 Limekiln Park
	Removal

	 
	Between 9 and 11 Limekiln Road
	Removal

	Orwell Park
	266a Orwell Park Glade
	Removal

	 
	3 Rossmore Crescent 
	Pruning

	 
	Two trees at corner of 1 Rossmore Drive
	Pruning

	 
	Cul-de-Sac end of Rossmore Lawns
	Pruning

	 
	Rear of 4 Rossmore Grove
	Removal

	St. James Road
	19 St. James Road
	Removal

	 
	199 St. James Road
	Removal

	 
	203 St. James Road
	Removal

	Templeogue Lodge
	Estate  
	All trees requiring pruning or removal

	Templeogue Wood
	Estate
	All trees requiring pruning or removal  

	Temple Manor 
	3 Temple Manor Grove
	Removal

	Wainsfort Avenue 
	9 Wainsfort Avenue 
	Removal

	Wainsfort Manor Estate
	Estate
	All trees requiring pruning of low hanging
 branches

	Willington Drive
	Between 2 and 4 Willington Drive
	Removal      

	TALLAGHT CENTRAL ELECTORAL AREA – Housing Estate Work - Works yet to be undertaken 
	
	

	Estate 
	Location
	Works to be Undertaken

	Cherryfield Road
	115 Cherryfield Road
	Removal

	TALLAGHT CENTRAL ELECTORAL AREA – Park and Open Space Work - Works Completed
	
	

	Estate 
	Location
	Works Undertaken

	Avonmore Road 
	Open space adjacent Scoil Santain
	Thinning and removal

	Beechfield Park 
	Park 
	All hedges requiring cutting

	Tallaght Road 
	Glenview Estate
	All hedges requiring cutting

	Whitehall Road 
	Priory Estate
	All hedges requiring cutting

	TALLAGHT CENTRAL ELECTORAL AREA - ADDITONAL WORKS UNDERTAKEN
	
	

	Estate 
	Location
	Works Undertaken

	Castle Park 
	179
	Crown Raising 

	Castlefield Estate
	 
	low branches pruned

	Cherryfield Road
	55
	Remove Plane Tree

	Daletree Estate
	 
	low branches removed

	Elmcastle Drive
	11
	Pruned

	Kilnamanagh Estate
	Tree park road
	Shrubs Cut Back

	Limekiln Green
	97
	Pruned

	Limekiln Park
	27
	Renove

	Limekiln Road
	81
	Remove Hanger

	Orwell Park
	161-168
	Raise crowns

	Rossmore
	Rossmore rd
	Shrubbery cut Back

	Rossmore Drive
	Rear of 
	1 Removal , 1 Pruned

	Rossmore Lawns 
	25
	Remove

	St Josephs Road
	36
	 Remove Hanger

	St Peters Cresc
	8
	Remove

	St Peters Crescent
	75
	Remove

	Tamarisk way
	 
	Removed

	Templeville Drive
	128
	Raise crowns

	Castle Park 
	145
	Pruning

	Rossmore Lawns 
	37
	Removal

	Cypress Lawn
	12
	Pruning

	Millbrook Lawns
	9
	Removal

	St Josephs Road
	36
	Hangar Removal

	Templeville Drive
	128
	Crown Raising 

	Rossmore Drive
	24
	1 Removal , 1 Pruned

	Orwell Park Drive
	398
	Removal, Trip

	St James' Road
	13
	Pruned

	Tymon Park
	Adjacent to 31Osprey Avenue
	Remove 20 poplars from park 
boundary

	Glendown grove
	 
	Thinning out open space shrubbery

	St Conleths Road
	66
	Pruning

	Orwell Park Glade
	248
	Remove large Ash Tree (at rear of)

	College Park
	10
	Remove tree ,trip (at side of)

	Redwood Rise
	14
	Prune 

	Glendown Lawn
	20
	Raise crowns of trees on Cypress 
Heath

	Beechfield Road
	55
	Remove  

	Hillsbrook Avenue
	48
	Prune

	Hillsbrook Avenue
	15
	Prune

	Hillsbrook Avenue
	19
	Prune

	Tallaght South Electoral Area - Housing Estate Work - Works Completed
	
	

	Estate 
	Location
	Works Undertaken

	Bohernabreena Road
	Whole Road
	Pruning

	Monalea Grove
	92 Monalea Grove
	Pruning

	Seskin View 
	Between 25 and 27 Seskin View Drive
	Removal

	 
	9 Seskin View Road
	Pruning

	Woodlawn Park Grove 
	92 Woodlawn Park Grove 
	Removal 

	Tallaght South Electoral Area - Housing Estate Work - Works yet to be undertaken
	
	

	Carriglea
	7 Carriglea Rise
	Pruning

	 
	Side of 1A Carriglea
	Pruning

	 
	Side of 9 Carriglea Avenue
	Removal

	 
	31 Carriglea Downs
	Removal

	 
	8 Carriglea Drive
	Pruning

	 
	12 Carriglea Drive
	Pruning

	 
	14 Carriglea Drive
	Pruning

	 
	Side of 1 Carriglea Drive
	Removal

	 
	3 Carriglea Drive
	Removal

	 
	7 Carriglea Drive
	Removal

	 
	19 Carriglea Drive
	Removal

	 
	23 Carriglea Drive
	Removal

	 
	4 Carriglea Grove
	Removal

	 
	8 Carriglea Grove
	Removal

	 
	2 Carriglea Rise
	Removal

	 
	3 Carriglea Rise
	Removal

	 
	15 Carriglea Rise
	Removal

	 
	27 Carriglea Rise
	Removal

	 
	9 Carriglea View
	Removal

	 
	12 Carriglea View
	Removal

	 
	14 Carriglea View
	Removal

	 
	Opp. 27 Carriglea View
	Removal

	 
	Opp. 41 Carriglea View
	Removal

	Carrigwood 
	87 Carrigwood
	Pruning

	 
	125 Carrigwood
	Removal

	Idrone Drive
	2 Idrone Drive
	Removal

	Killakee Avenue
	32 Killakee Avenue
	Removal

	Woodlawn Park Drive
	74 Woodlawn Park Drive
	Pruning

	Tallaght South Electoral Area - Park and Open Space Work - Works Completed
	
	

	Estate 
	Location
	Works Undertaken

	Dodder Valley Park
	Side of 23 Seskin View Park
	Removal

	 
	Side of 24 Seskin View Park
	Removal

	Tallaght South Electoral Area - Park and Open Space Work - Works yet to be undertaken
	
	

	Woodlawn Park Avenue/Carrigwood
	Walkway from Firhouse Road/Woodlawn Park Avenue to Carrigwood
	Pruning and removal

	TALLAGHT SOUTH ELECTORAL AREA - ADDITONAL WORKS UNDERTAKEN
	
	

	Allenton Crescent
	19
	Removal

	Allenton Estate
	 
	Crown Raising 

	Allenton Lawns
	20
	Removal

	Carraiglea Grove
	 
	all trees pruned

	Carraiglea Rise
	 
	all trees pruned

	Kilakee Green
	 
	street tree removed

	Kilakee Green
	 
	2 street trees pruned

	Kilakee Walk
	31
	large branch removed from tree

	Monalea Park
	 
	low branches/crown lifting

	Monalea 
	 
	low branches pruned

	Monalea Grove
	 
	low branches/crown lifting

	Monalea Wood
	11
	tree removed

	Monalea Wood
	51
	hedge height reduced

	Wood Dale 
	 
	low branches removed

	Wood Dale Avenue
	 
	low branches pruned

	Wood Dale Court
	 
	low branches pruned

	Wood Dale View
	 
	hedge pruned


T/467/12
CONDITION OF PATHS IN TYMON PARK
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor D. Looney:

“Would the Manager please make a report regarding the condition of the footpaths in Tymon Park, adjacent to the lake at the Tymon side of the Park. There are a substantial number of potholes on this path and with an increase in the numbers using the Park, especially since the installation of the Adult Excercise Equipment, it is important that the footpaths are kept in a proper and safe condition.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ and NOTED:

“The majority of the paths in Tymon Park were constructed over 25 years ago and most are at a stage where they require substantial maintenance or rebuild.  It is not possible to rebuild the entire footpath system in the park within current financial constraints. It is therefore planned to identify the areas of path that are in poorest condition and undertake reinstatement  / repair in 2013, subject to the availability of the necessary resources.”
T/468/12
BOSCAI LE HAGHAIDH TUAR MADRA 

AVAILABILITY OF DOG EXCREMENT BOXES

It was proposed by Councillor E. Walsh, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon:

"Go dtacaíonn an Coiste seo le togra go mbeadh boscai le haghaidh tuar madra ar fáil i roinnt páirceanna i dTamhlacht ar scéim thrialach.

That this Committee supports the availability of  dog excrement boxes in some of the parks in Tallaght on a trial basis. "

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“Tá breithniú déanta ar  soláthar na boscaí bruscair inár bpáirceanna poiblí go sonrach le haghaidh tuar madra. Is é an tuairim gur féidir a leithéid de éileamh a chomhlíonadh trí sholáthar na haraide bruscair gnáth ach tá easnamh de boscaí bruscair in ár páirceanna poiblí faoi láthair. Cuimseofar an t-ábhar sa phlé ar soláthar na Meastacháin 2013.

The provision of bins in our public parks specifically for dog excrement has been considered.  It is the view that such a demand can be met by the provision of the normal litter bin but there is a deficit of bins in our public parks at present.  The matter will be included in the discussion on the 2013 Estimates provision.”
Following a discussion to which Councillors E. Walsh, J. Hannon, M. Devine and D. Looney contributed, Mr. M. Hannon, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, responded to queries raised.  

The report was NOTED. 
T/469/12
REPORT ON DAMAGE TO BOUNDARY WALL AT ENTRANCE TO SWIFTBROOK ESTATE

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“That the Manager give a report detailing how significant damage occurred to the boundary wall at the entrance to Swiftbrook Estate including how and when this damage will be dealt with.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ and NOTED:

“A section of the brick boundary wall adjoining the open space at the entrance to Swiftbrook Estate was damaged some time ago by a motor vehicle. Arrangements have now been made to have the wall repaired in conjuction with the Roads Department. The Parks Section will commence work on site to repair the wall during the next week. This is the second occasion in the last 12 months that a section of this boundary has been damaged by motor cars requiring reconstruction. The advice of the Roads Department will be sought in relation to additional measures that might be taken to minimise future incidents of this nature.”
T/470/12
INCLUSION OF TREES OUTSIDE 10 AND 11 GREENFIELD PARK IN ARBORICULTURAL PROGRAMME

It was proposed by Councillor C. Bond, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

“That the Manager please include the trees outside 10 and 11 Greenfield Park,  Ballycullen, in the next Arboricultural  Programme.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ and NOTED:

“The 2012 Arboricultural Works Programme was discussed and agreed with the Elected Members prior to presentation at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting in November 2011.  The two trees referred to were not included in the programme.  The trees will be inspected as part of the compilation of the 2013 draft Arboricultual Works Programme which will be discussed with the Elected Members in October.”
T/471/12
PROPOSALS FOR SKATE PARK FACILITIES

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor D. Looney:

“That the Manager give a status update with regard to the delivery or proposals for skate park facilities in the Tallaght area.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“Skateboard Parks
The Council's policy in relation to the provision of skateparks is set out in the County Development Plan 2010 - 2016 under Policy SCR54.

It is the policy of the Council to continue to provide Skateboard Parks in each Electoral Area within the County. The location and nature of these parks will be developed in consultation with potential users of such facilities, local Councillors and local residents.
The Council approved a Part 8 Master Plan for Jobstown Park in 2011 which included for the provision of a skatepark adjacent to the Talaght Sports & Leisure building. 

The further development of proposals for the skatepark is subject to the availability of the necessary resources.”
It was decided to take Motion 13 in conjunction with the above report. 

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor D. Looney:

“That this Committee reiterates its support for a skatepark in the Tallaght area, as detailed in the County Development Plan, and requests an update on plans to provide such a facility within either electoral area under the remit of this Committee.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“Skateboard Parks
The Council's policy in relation to the provision of skateparks is set out in the County Devlelopment Plan 2010 - 2016 under Policy SCR54.

It is the policy of the Council to continue to provide Skateboard Parks in each Electoral Area within the County. The location and nature of these parks will be developed in consultation with potential users of such facilities, local Councillors and local residents.
The Council approved a Part 8 Master Plan for Jobstown Park in 2011 which included for the provision of a skatepark adjacent to the Talaght Sports & Leisure building. 

The further development of proposals for the skatepark is subject to the availability of the necessary resources.”
Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr and D. Looney contributed, Mr. B. Kearney, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, responded to queries raised.  
The reports were NOTED. 
T/472/12
LEGAL TITLE TO THE COUNCIL OF THE DODDER VALLEY OPEN SPACE

It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“That a report be provided on the transfer of legal title to the Council of the Dodder Valley open space lands, given that these lands have been under the Council's control for over 20 years.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“The area in question is Dedicated Open Space which was dedicated to the Council by the developer of the adjoining estate.

The Council's Law Agent is in the process of registering  the Council's title to these lands. However, as the developer is in part receivership the Law Agent is in correspondence with the Receiver endeavouring to complete the transfer of title to the Council. When title has been transferred to the Council, registration will be completed with the Property Registration Authority.”
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to contact the Council’s Law agent to get an update.  
T/473/12
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

It was proposed by An Cathaoirleach Councillor D. Looney and AGREED in accordance with Standing Orders no 74 to suspend standing orders to deal with the following Suspensory Motion in the name of Councillor M. Corr.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr and seconded by Councillor C. King: 

“That this Committee strongly supports the building of a new school for Scoil Chaitlin Maude on the Council owned site located in the immediate vicinity of the Naionra, and requests the Manager to enter into immediate discussion with school management and with the Department of Education & Skills with a view to disposal of the site so as to facilitate early construction of this much needed facility.”
Following a discussion to which Councillors J. Hannon, M. Corr and C. King contributed, Mr. John Browne, Administrative Officer, replied to queries raised.


The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to write to the Department.
T/474/12
COMMUNITY GARDEN AT ST. DOMINIC’S COMMUNITY CENTRE

It was proposed by Councillor C. King seconded by Councillor  J. Hannon:

“That this Committee calls on the Manager to investigate the feasibility of providing a Community Garden in the vicinity of St Dominic’s Community Centre with raised beds etc. It is likely that the current footprint of the existing Centre may have to be increased and could be done in tandem with the agreed in principle MUGA/Play facility that is included in the current County playground programme.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“In principle it would be possible to provide a Community Garden in the vicinity of St Dominic’s Community Centre.  Community Gardens are gardens maintained and managed by local residents in a spirit of community cooperation.   They have many positive aspects, e.g. community involvement, learning opportunities for both adults and children, education of children in environmental issues.  

The actual infrastructure work required to facilitate the proposal is relatively straightforward - once the financial implications have been planned for.  The finance required would have to cover remediation of the site soil (the soil in this area is unlikely to be suitable for gardening work and would have to be replaced), fencing and gates and the creation of small garden areas with walls and paths.  

The first part of such a development is the creation of a viable group of individuals who would be committed to the project and its long term maintenance which is substantial but rewarding.  Such a group should then visit existing community garden projects in the Dublin area to listen and learn from the experience of these groups and to understand the size of project that might be feasible in this area.

The Parks and Landscape Services Section, Community Department and the Environment Awareness Officer can provide guidance and help on the project.”
Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King and P. Kearns contributed, Mr. Michael Hannon, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, responded to queries raised. 



The report was NOTED. 
T/475/12
MAINTENANCE AND MANAGEMENT OF THE DODDER VALLEY PARK LANDS

It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon,  seconded by Councillor D. Looney:

That a report be provided, and discussed, on the maintenance and management of the Dodder Valley Park open space lands, with particular reference to the following:

The difficulty of access for anglers and walkers to the river, due to excessive and uncontrolled overgrowth at the river banks

The incidence of drinking and littering with apparent lack of enforcement of the by-laws

Lack of an Information Board

Lack of control over dogs and no measures to deal with dog waste

Lack of maintenance of tennis courts

Infrequent grass cutting at the areas adjacent to New Bawn Park with weeds, nettles etc.
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“The area of Dodder Valley Park referred to is the section on the northern side of the Dodder River from Old Bawn Bridge to Bolbrook.  Whilst the area is maintained to a good standard it does require more intensive maintenance which is currently not possible.  Nevertheless, there are areas which can be improved and these will be addressed, e.g. litter and dealing with access to the river by the anglers as well as the area adjacent to New Bawn Park.  

In relation to the Anglers contact will be made with the Angling Community to determine what measures can be undertaken to facilitate the activity.

Drinking in parks and open spaces and consequent littering is a constant problem in all areas of the county and where persons are identified the matter is pursued through the courts where possible.

The tennis courts are difficult to manage without a viable and active tennis club of which there is none in the area.  It may be that other activities should be considered in this area as a replacement for tennis and subject to the availability of the necessary finance to do so.”
Following a discussion to which Councillors J. Hannon and C. King contributed, Mr. Michael Hannon, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, responded to queries raised. 



The report was NOTED. 
T/476/12
WORK ON THE TASC PAVILION

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

“That this Committee welcomes the positive news from the Chief State Solicitors Office and the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport on resolving some of the technical matters which were holding up work on the TASC Pavilion planned for Tymon Park. This Committee requests an update on the current status of the project and a projected timeline of the project, and urges the speedy delivery of the TASC Pavilion to cater for the variety of applicable sporting groups and their hundreds of members.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“Following agreement with the Department of Transport Tourism and Sport, the project will go out to tender in October 2012. Allowing for the time required for the procurement process, it is anticipated that work could commence on the project in late December 2012 / early January 2013.”
Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr, M. Duff, C. King and P. Kearns contributed, Mr. Michael Hannon, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, responded to queries raised. 



The report was NOTED. 
T/477/12
MAINTENANCE OF THE GRASSED AREAS OF THE TALLAGHT STREAM
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor D. Looney:

“That this Committee calls on the Manager to arrange as a matter of priority to maintain the grassed areas on both sides of Tallaght stream along the ‘black path’ between the Old Bawn Rd and the Bridge at St Dominic’s Rd as this has become so overgrown that it has become a safety/security issue for pedestrians and cyclists alike who use the path. It is also extremely unsightly and does not give a good impression of our County Town at such a prominent location at the junction to the Village.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“This area has become overgrown recently and is in an unacceptable condition.   It is planned to undertake normal maintenance on it in the coming weeks.”
Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King and D. Looney contributed, Mr. Michael Hannon, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, responded to queries raised. 



The report was NOTED. 
ENVIRONMENT BUSINESS

T/478/12
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor Looney, seconded by Councillor Duff and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions 8-10 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."
T/479/12
APPLICATIONS FOR THE BULBS NOT BONFIRES PROJECT
QUESTION: Councillor C. King
“To ask the Manager to ensure all resident associations and Community Councils are issued with applications for the bulbs not bonfires project well in advance of Halloween?”
REPLY:
The Bulbs not Bonfires will be administered under the Social Credits System this year.  The bulbs will be a reward for positive action preventing bonfires.  Planting will take place at the end of October and November. Full information is available along with an application form on www.socialcredits.ie .
Information has been circulated to Resident associations and community groups.

T/480/12
LITTER BIN INSTALLATION DURING 2012
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
"To ask the Manager to report on all locations in the area under the remit of this Committee where public litter bins have (a) been installed during 2012 or (b) been earmarked for installation in the future, and to make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY:
A total of 23 litter bins have been installed in the County to date in the current year, with 9 of these having been installed in the Tallaght area.  The locations of bin installations in the Tallaght area are as follows - Entrance to Cremorne Estate, Knockmore Estate,  Kilmartin Estate, Knocklyon Avenue bus shelter, Willington bus shelter and Osprey Estate.
A further 10 bins are to be installed in the Tallaght area in the current year at the following locations - St Marks and St Aidans Schools, Alderwood Court, Ard Mhacha/Cul na Greine, Old Bawn Road and Belgard Square North.
T/481/12
AN MBEARTAS CHUN  DRAMHAÍL A ROINNT
THE POLICY TO DIVIDE WASTE 

QUESTION: Councillor E. Walsh 2009
"1.Cad é an céatadán daoine atá ag cloí leis an mbeartas chun a ndramhaíl a roinnt idir an araid dramhaíola dhonn agus araid dramhaíola uaithne agus araid dramhaíola dhubh agus an bhfuil aon fhianaise mar a tuairiscíodh go minic go bhfuil drogall ar dhaoine an araid dhonn a úsáid agus an bhfuil plean ag an gComhairle an fhadhb sin a shárú ?

2.Cén sórt faireachán atá ann ar na cuideachta príobháideacha dramhaíola maidir leis an mbeartas seo?

1. What percentage of people is adhering to the policy to divide their waste between brown waste bins and black and green bins and is there evidence as has been reported often that there exists a reluctance of people to use the brown bin and what plan has the Council to overcome this problem?

2. What monitoring is done on the private waste companies having regard to this policy?"

REPLY:
Stop Comhairle Contae Átha Cliath Theas ag feidhmiú an chórais bailithe bruscair i Mí Aibreáin 2011. Léiríonn na figiúirí a chuir Comhairle Cathrach Bhaile Átha Cliath thar ceann Comhairle Contae Átha Cliath Theas don suirbhé náisiúnta dramhaíola i 2011 an méid seo a leanas -

20,135 tonna a bailíodh san araid ghlas,
7483 tonna a bailíodh san araid dhonn,
19,503 tonna a bailíodh san araid liath agus chuaigh sé díreach chuig líonadh talún, agus
10,223 tonna a bailíodh san araid liath agus iad a sheoladh le haghaidh cóireála idirmheánach (baineann sé seo nuair nach bhfuil aon araid dhonn ann agus bíonn na orgánaice á deighilt amach trí chóireáil).

Leagann Fodhlíthe um Stóráil, Cur i Láthair agus Bailiú Dramhaíl Tí Comhairle Contae Átha Cliath Theas amach freagrachtaí éagsúla de shealbhóir* dramhaíola i ndáil le, ach níl sé teoranta dóibh, dramhaíola a stóráil, an cineál dramhaíola is féidir a bhailiú, deighilt dramhaíola ag an bhfoinse, cur i láthair dramhaíl a bhailiú, agus bailiú dramhaíola.

South Dublin County Council stopped operating the refuse collection system in April 2011. The figures submitted by DCC on SDCC behalf for the national waste survey 2011 show the following –

20,135 tonnes collected in green bins,

7,483 tonnes collected in brown bins,

19,503 tonnes collected in grey bins and went direct to landfill, and

10,223 tonnes collected in grey bins and sent for intermediate treatment (this applies where there is no brown bin and the organics are separated out through treatment).

South Dublin County Council’s Storage, Presentation and Collection of Household Waste Bye-Laws sets out various responsibilities of a holder* of waste in regard to, but not limited to, the storage of Waste, the type of Waste which may be collected, separation of Waste at source, presentation of Waste for collection, and collection of Waste.
T/482/12
CODE OF PRACTICE ON ELECTION POSTERS IN SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“This Code aims to regulate the use of election posters by designating the most appropriate locations at which they may be erected.

It is recognised that election posters play a significant role in political communication at election time, though the advent of social media continues to impact on their importance.

The proliferation of election posters may be regarded as wasteful of resources, potentially hazardous to motorists, cyclists and pedestrians, and an environmental negative with plastic ties being left on poles for an indefinite period.

The Code is voluntary in nature, but it is hoped that its terms will be adhered to by all political entities and candidates in the interest of a cleaner, safer, and more sustainable environment.

 Recommendations:
 ·        Posters should only be erected on street lighting poles and in a manner that is not potentially hazardous to road users and pedestrians.

·        Candidates should use smaller, narrower posters as these are less prone to be affected by adverse weather conditions

·        Free standing posters should be erected in a manner that is safe and not causing an obstruction.

·        One poster per candidate per pole

·        Motorways are to be kept poster free

·        Consultation to be initiated with relevant stakeholders with a view to establishing village core areas for designation as poster free (as is the case in Lucan currently). Villages to include Rathfarnham, Tallaght,       Templeogue, Palmerston, Clondalkin, Saggart, Rathcoole and Newcastle

·        The designation of multi-poster sites in the outskirts of these villages to be investigated 

·        Residential estate roads should be kept poster free, except at entrances

·        Candidates should remove their cable ties from poles when taking down election posters.

·        Candidates should remove all remaining cable ties from poles if taking down the last poster from the pole

·        Recommend to Minister for Environment, Heritage & Local Government that research be conducted to agree a system  which will identify the candidate on whose behalf the cable ties have been placed thus clearly identifying the person responsible for their removal 

·        The contents of this Code be brought to the attention of the Minister for Environment, Heritage & Local Government, for his consideration and adoption.

·     
The contents of this Code be brought to the attention of all political parties and candidates.”

Map
Report on Voluntary Code
Ms. M. Ni Domhnaill, Project Manager, summarised the report. 

Following a discussion to which Councillors E. Walsh, C. King, J. Hannon and M. Devine contributed, Ms. M. Ni Domhnaill, Project Manager, responded to queries raised. 
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to present a revised report to the next meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee.  
T/483/12
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/484/12
CORRESPONDENCE

It was noted there was no business under this heading.
T/485/12
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

FORMER MCHUGH’S DERELICT SITE

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney,  seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

“That this Committee expresses its unhappiness with the slow pace of the legal proceedings being taken by the Council regarding the derelict former McHugh's Site, Greenhills. This Committee calls for the removal of all graffiti from the hoardings and a general tidy-up of the site and its surrounds in the immediate future.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The legal proceedings taken by South Dublin County Council are in respect of a Derelict Sites Levy Demand for 2009 in the sum of €60K.  The Council is subject to Court process and the case is currently adjourned until 26th October 2012.  At this stage it appears that the site owners (McHugh Management Company Ltd) are not likely to be in a position to make payment in the foreseeable future.  The site has, since the instigation of legal proceedings for the levy demand, had works carried out which rendered it non derelict.  However a fresh inspection of the site was requested on the 3rd September 2012.  The responsible person(s) will be requested to carry out any works which may be recommended by the Council's Area Engineer in order to prevent dereliction or render the site non derelict.”
Following a discussion to which Councillors D. Looney, P. Kearns and E. Walsh contributed, Ms. Y. Dervan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised. 

The report was NOTED. 

T/486/12
DERELICT SITE ON MAYBERRY ROAD

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff,  seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

“That this Committee calls on the Manager to declare the site, on the Mayberry Road, located just past the Maxol Service Station, derelict, as the owners have consistently failed to keep this site in a safe and reasonable condition. The site is completely overgrown and is a blight on the surrounding areas. The other green areas on Mayberry Road are very well maintained by the Residents Assocation and this site takes away from their good work.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“A site inspection was carried out on the 14th August 2012 by the Council's Area Engineer and the site has been deemed to be derelict within the definition of the Derelict Sites Act l990.

A Notice under Section ll of the Derelict Sites Act 1990 is in the process of being served on the owners of the site on the Mayberry Road, located just past the Maxol Service Station, requesting that they remove ragworth and cut back the overgrowth. The matter will be monitored by the Council and a further report will be issued to the Councillor.”
Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Duff  and E. Walsh contributed, Ms. Y. Dervan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised. 

The report was NOTED. 

T/487/12
IBAL LITTER LEAGUE TABLES


It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr,  seconded by Councillor M. Duff :

That this Committee acknowledges and congratulates all relevant staff and the significant numbers of residents in the Tallaght area for their efforts in ensuring the meaningful improvement of Tallaght in the recent IBAL Litter League tables.

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The recent IBAL report in early September rated Tallaght 26th out of 42 towns and cities surveyed and gave it an overall rating of Clean to European Norms. It should be noted that in previous surveys this was the highest rating possible, however this has now been replaced by a Cleaner than European Norms category. The comments made by the IBAL surveyors were as follows - 
'Still not perfect but the best result ever for Tallaght – the local authority and the people of Tallaght should be proud. Six out of the ten sites got the top litter grade and the remainder were moderately littered i.e. there were no seriously littered sites. Aldi (Tallaght Cross), Tallaght LUAS and Tallaght Village were not just clear of litter but very well maintained. Sean Walsh Park was moderately littered but care needs to be taken to ensure that the water feature doesn’t harbour more litter.’”
Following a contribution from Councillors M. Corr, Ms. D. Lakes,  Senior Executive Engineer, responded to queries raised. 

The report was NOTED. 
T/488/12
ADDITIONAL PASSES FOR BALLYMOUNT RECYCLING CENTRE AT HALLOWEEN

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Devine:

“That the Manager provide a small amount of additional passes for the Ballymount Recycling centre to each of the Community Centre’s to be used in a sensible manner in an effort to deal with the possibility of debris being produced on our green spaces during the upcoming Halloween period.” 

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“This year the Council will continue its three strand approach to reducing environmental damage at Halloween. 

· Communications 

· Prevention & Reduction of Bonfire material 

· Celebration

As part of the communications drive each household will receive a postcard outlining the positive and negative aspects of Halloween. This postcard will allow free access to Ballymount Civic Amenity on Saturday 27th October. Last entry will be at 5pm, delays may be expected. There will be one entry per household.”
Following a contribution from Councillor C. King, Ms. M. Ni Domhnaill, Project Manager, responded to queries raised. 

The report was NOTED.  
T/489/12
HALLOWEEN ACTIVITIES

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

That this Committee welcomes the plans outlined at this month's full Council meeting for Hallowe'en activities in the area under the remit of this Committee; that it is again requested that an event be considered for the area east of the M50 (Dublin 12/6w); and that an update be given on activities, events and measures planned around Hallowe'en specific to this area.

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ and NOTED:

 “In 2012 the Council are planning an alternative celebration at Halloween. In the weeks running up to Halloween youth groups will prepare artistic pieces which will be displayed on the night of the 31st October in Tallaght and North Clondalkin. It is hoped that young people from around the County will come out to watch the spectacle. This is a new venture and it is hoped that these 2 events will develop into a way that we celebrate Halloween. There will be a review of this new pilot approach after the event in order to plan for next year. In addition to these planned events there will be local events in community centres and halls throughout the County.”

The Meeting concluded at  5.10 p.m.
Siniú:
______________________

Dáta:
________________

An Cathaoirleach






