COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE

Tuesday, October 09, 2012

HEADED ITEM NO. 17
PARKING AT ROSEMOUNT SHOPPING CENTRE & ITS ENVIRONS
A survey was carried out at Rosemount car park Marion Road Rathfarnham on Friday 21st Sept 2012.

The purpose of the survey was to ascertain the use of the car park by long term parking and in particular ‘park and ride’ drivers utilising the bus stop at the car park and to identify possible improvements to the parking facility.
Methodology:

The surveying of car parks follows an established methodology. From this significant useful information can be gathered and can form a basis for further consideration.

The survey gathers information on cars parked in the car park including location and part of the number plate for later comparison. This survey is repeated at hourly intervals between 7am and 7pm, thereby providing information on each parking space and the duration of parking at that space. 
Rosemount car park has an effective capacity of 112 spaces.
Parking spaces adjacent to the bus stop

In order to find out more about the effect of the bus stop on car park the parking use of the spaces adjacent to the bus stop has been compared to the use of the car park in general. 
For those spaces adjacent to the bus stop it is clear that out of 52 cars observed in these spaces, 4 cars parked for more than 1 hour, comprising of one car parked for 2 hours, 2 cars parked for 6 hours and one car parked for 7 hours. This is just below 8% of observed cars. 
Parking spaces adjacent to the bus stop:
	Bay
	Arrival
	Depart
	Duration

	A057
	11:00
	11:00
	00:00

	A057
	12:00
	12:00
	00:00

	A057
	15:00
	15:00
	00:00

	A057
	17:00
	17:00
	00:00

	A058
	19:00
	19:00
	00:00

	A058
	09:00
	16:00
	07:00

	A059
	12:00
	12:00
	00:00

	A059
	15:00
	15:00
	00:00

	A059
	17:00
	17:00
	00:00

	A059
	10:00
	11:00
	01:00

	A059
	13:00
	14:00
	01:00

	A060
	18:00
	18:00
	00:00

	A060
	11:00
	17:00
	06:00

	A061
	10:00
	11:00
	01:00

	A061
	12:00
	13:00
	01:00

	A061
	14:00
	15:00
	01:00

	A061
	18:00
	19:00
	01:00

	A062
	10:00
	10:00
	00:00

	A062
	11:00
	11:00
	00:00

	A062
	15:00
	15:00
	00:00

	A062
	16:00
	16:00
	00:00

	A062
	12:00
	13:00
	01:00

	A070
	12:00
	12:00
	00:00

	A070
	13:00
	13:00
	00:00

	A070
	15:00
	15:00
	00:00

	A070
	16:00
	16:00
	00:00

	A070
	17:00
	17:00
	00:00

	A070
	19:00
	19:00
	00:00

	A070
	10:00
	11:00
	01:00

	A071
	09:00
	09:00
	00:00

	A071
	14:00
	14:00
	00:00

	A072
	10:00
	10:00
	00:00

	A072
	11:00
	11:00
	00:00

	A072
	12:00
	12:00
	00:00

	A072
	17:00
	18:00
	01:00

	A073
	09:00
	09:00
	00:00

	A073
	18:00
	18:00
	00:00

	A073
	10:00
	16:00
	06:00

	A074
	07:00
	07:00
	00:00

	A074
	08:00
	08:00
	00:00

	A074
	09:00
	09:00
	00:00

	A074
	10:00
	10:00
	00:00

	A074
	11:00
	11:00
	00:00

	A074
	13:00
	13:00
	00:00

	A074
	14:00
	14:00
	00:00

	A074
	15:00
	15:00
	00:00

	A075
	09:00
	09:00
	00:00

	A075
	13:00
	13:00
	00:00

	A075
	14:00
	14:00
	00:00

	A075
	16:00
	16:00
	00:00

	A075
	18:00
	18:00
	00:00

	A075
	10:00
	12:00
	02:00


Vehicle registration information has been removed for this report.

In the entire car park 456 cars were observed in the survey, of these 72 cars or 16% were observed parking for more than one hour.

It is evident therefore that space utilised by long term parking next to the bus stop is not a significant contributor to use of the car park.
As seen above, 16% of cars were observed for more than one hour. However as they use their space for longer they consequently use up more of the available ‘resource’. At 11 am 55 spaces were taken by cars observed for more than one hour. More reasonably cars observed for more than 4 hours took up 42 spaces.
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Figure 1.0  Parking space occupancy, on each hour, showing duration of cars parked (total number of spaces 112):

A car park is considered to be full when 90% of the spaces are occupied. The car park was 81% - 88% full between 10am and 1pm and was 71% - 77% full between 2pm and 4pm.
It is also noted that a better arrangement of the parking area at the shops could be achieved by completing the line marking at the north end of the car park and that improved adherence to the one way system requires additional signage at the entrance and exit .

Conclusion :

Long term parking in not a problem on its own but contributes significantly where the car park is nearing capacity and a better utilisation of parking spaces is required. 
A number of matters need further attention and will be completed as soon as resources permit.

1.0 Improved signage at entrance and exit is required.

2.0 Improved line marking at the northern end will be of benefit

3.0 Assessment is required in relation to the provision of additional Parking on the northern side of the shopping centre in proximity to the library

4.0 A number of spaces (5) could also be provided at southern side of the church near the where the old bus stop used to be.

5.0 It may be possible to utilise some of  the enclosed space on the church grounds with the permission of the church authorities in a spirit of cooperation with the local community

6.0 The imminent opening of the new Library with its 25spaces will also bring some further relief. 
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