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	COMHAIRLE CONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS


	SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE

(Dealing with Parks,  Housing, Community and Environment)

HELD ON 18th June, 2012
PRESENT
	Councillors
	Councillors

	Bond C.
	Hannon J.

	Brophy C.
	Lawlor B.

	Corr M. 
	Looney D.

	Devine M.
	Kearns P.

	Duff M.
	King C.

	
	


           An Cathaoirleach, M. Duff, presided. 
OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Senior Executive Officers
	W. Sheils,  H. Hogan,  J. Browne

	Project Manager
	M. Ní Dhomhnaill

	Administrative Officers
	B. McCormack-Donnelly

	Senior Executive Engineer
	D. Lake

	Senior Executive Parks Superintendent
	M. Hannon,  B. Kearney, 

	Senior Staff Officer
	A. Rooney

	Assistant Staff Officer
	T. Stakelum


T/352/13
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 21st May, 2012, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.  

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor D. Looney and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Tallaght Area Committee held on 21st May, 2012, be ADOPTED and APPROVED".
PARKS BUSINESS
T/353/13
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions 1-6 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."
T/354/12
PROVISION OF CLIMBING PLANTS WITHIN SUNDALE/SUNCROFT ESTATE
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr
"To ask the Manager at the earliest opportunity to arrange to plant fast-growing, low maintenance climbing plants along suitable boundary walls within the Sundale/Suncroft estate?"

REPLY:
The boundary walls in Sundale and Suncroft estates will be inspected in conjunction with local residents to identify suitable locations for the requested anti-graffiti hedge/climber planting. This type of planting has worked very well in other parts of the county in the prevention of unwanted graffiti and subject to cost, can be carried out in the forthcoming winter planting season. 

T/355/12
DOG FOULING SIGNS IN TYMON PARK



QUESTION: Councillor P. Kearns
"To ask the Manager to reinstate the anti dog fouling signs painted on the footpath in Tymon Park and to extend this initiative to the general area?"

REPLY:
It is the intention of the Council to reinstate the anti dog fouling signage on the paths in Tymon Park.  The original paint used tends to deteriorate and wear and an alternative paint is being sourced that will last for a significantly longer period.  It is planned to commence this work in mid July of this year.

T/356/12
REMOVAL OF BUSHES FROM WOODSTOWN ESTATE


QUESTION: Councillor B. Lawlor
"To ask the Manager to remove bushes from roundabout at Woodstown Estate on Ballycullen Road. The height of bushes is now obstructing the view of drivers and putting pedestrians and drivers at risk?"

REPLY:
It is not considered that there is any obstruction for traffic approaching this roundabout.  However, the maintenance of roundabouts in this area is being examined to consider ways in which the maintenance burden can be reduced to fit in with the reduced resources available to the Council at present.  

This reduction in the maintenance burden will be by of a redesign to allow for a less intensive maintenance intervention.  This particular roundabout will be examined again as part of this appraisal and the issue of the obstruction of views for motorists will be included in this review.  
T/357/12
REMOVAL OF PEDESTRIAN BARRIER AT ENTRANCE TO TYMON PARK

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
"To ask the Manager to remove the remains of the former barrier at the pedestrian entrance to Tymon Park on Kippure Avenue, Greenpark given it is a trip hazard?”

REPLY:
The remains of the barrier have been recently removed. 

T/358/12
PARKING ON TEMPLE MANOR GROVE


QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
"To ask the Manager to monitor the parking situation on Temple Manor Grove, Greenhills, particularly during evening hours, and to consider recommending parking bays in the green space area if the parking situation is posing a safety hazard?"

REPLY:
It is not considered that there is a need for parking bays on the open space area in this estate.  The existing road is wide enough to allow for some parking and the houses have private parking also.
T/359/12
CÚIRTEANNA LEADÓIGE I BPÁIRC GHORT NA FEÁ
TENNIS COURTS IN BEECHFIELD PARK
QUESTION: Councillor E. Walsh 2009
"An bhféadfadh leis an gComhairle línte na gcúirteanna leadóige a mharceáil arís i bPáirc Ghort na Feá, Baile Bhailcín, Baile Atha Cliath 12?

Would the Council re-mark the lines of the tennis courts in Beechfield Park, Walkinstown, Dublin 12?"

REPLY:
Déanfar breithniú ar an ngá atá ann leis na cúirteanna leadóige a athmharcáil i bPáirc Ghort na Feá agus na hacmhainní atá ar fáil lena leithéid oibre a dhéanamh á gcur san áireamh.

The need for the re-marking of the tennis courts in Beechfield Park will be considered having regard to the available resources to do such work.
T/360/12
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading
T/361/12
CORRESPONDENCE

It was noted there was no business under this heading.
T/362/12
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS
GREEN WASTE DISPOSAL FACILITY IN TYMON PARK
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff seconded by Councillor Corr:
“That this Committee call on the Manager to provide a Green Waste Disposal facility in Tymon Park,at a reasonable fee to the general public, and that if such facility be granted, that the mulched end product be available for purchase at a reasonable cost to the general public. The provision of the Green Waste Disposal facility would greatly benefit local Environmental groups, Allotment holders, individual householders and Residents Assocations.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“The previous decision during the Budget 2010 process to close the Esker Green Waste Facility because of its lack of financial viability and the ongoing shortfall in income from that facility suggest that similar problems would be experienced if a facility were to open in Tymon.  The widespread availability of kerbside brown bin collections also impact on demand for such a facility while the availability of a facility to accept green waste at Ballymount Civic Amenity, which is in very close proximity to Tymon Park, provides perhaps the strongest argument against the need for such a facility.

Consequently, it is not felt that there is an identified need to provide a green waste disposal facility in Tymon Park.”
Following a contribution from Councillors M. Duff and M. Devine, Mr. M. Hannon, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, responded to queries raised. 

The report was NOTED. 

T/363/12
REPAIR OF SURFACE BETWEEN LIMEKILN ROAD CAR PARK AND THE MAIN PATH IN TYMON PARK


It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff and seconded by Councillor D. Looney:

“That this Committee supports the repair of the surface between the Limekiln Road car park and the main path in Tymon Park, giving the issues experienced with the rough ground here by people with mobility issues.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The path at this location does require repair and arrangements are being made to do this subject to the identification of the required resources.”
The report was NOTED. 
T/364/12
LANDSCAPING OF ROUNDABOUT AT THE ENTRANCE TO SUNDALE ROAD/KILTALOWN ROAD/DE SELBY ESTATE

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr and seconded by Councillor M. Duff:

“That the Manager arranges for the landscaping of the roundabout at the entrance to Sundale Road/Kiltalown Road/De Selby Estate in consultation with the Residents action group in Sundale exploring the possibility of incorporating the Social Credits Scheme.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ and NOTED:
“The landscaping of the roundabout at Sundale Road/Kiltalown Road/De Selby estate will be raised for discussion with the Roads Department as there is no provision in the current years budget for this work.

While the Social Credits Scheme is available to community groups and residents who take positive environmental action in their local area, careful consideration would have to be given to any application to carry out works on a District Distributor Road because of the public safety implications that would arise.

Applications under the Social Credits Scheme can be made online at www.socialcredits.ie or on an application form available from the Council.”
T/365/12
WEEDS IN FIELD OPPOSITE ALLENTON DRIVE

It was proposed by Councillor C. Bond and seconded by Councillor M. Duff:
“That the Manager please give a time frame on when the Council might be able to address the problem of weeds in the field opposite Allenton Drive.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ and NOTED:
“It is intended to include this operation in the works schedule for the next four weeks.”
T/366/12
SURFACE ON NATIONAL BASKETBALL ARENA CAR PARK

The following Motion by Councillor E. Walsh was NOT MOVED;
“Go n-iarann an Coiste seo ar an  gComhairle, dromchla ceart a chur ar charrchlós Láthair Náisiúnta Chispheile.

That this Committee asks the Council that a proper surface be placed on the National Basketball Arena car park”
T/367/12
ORWELL/TEMPLEVILLE/GREENTREES ROUNDABOUT

It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns and seconded by Councillor D. Looney:
“That this Committee calls on the Manager to arrange for the Orwell Roundabout and the Templeville/ Greentrees Roundabout be brought back to a high standard as soon as possible.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ and NOTED:

“The roundabouts are under regular maintenance and are being maintained to the highest standard possible, having regard to the Health & Safety requirements applicable and consistent with the resources currently available to undertake this work.

In relation specifically to the Templeville/Greentrees roundabout it is proposed to redesign this to allow for a simpler maintenance programme consistent with the available resources and Health and Safety requirements.  The implementation of a redesigned roundabout landscape will be dependent on the allocation of the necessary resources to do so.”
ENVIRONMENT BUSINESS

T/368/12
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions 7-12 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."
T/369/12
REMOVAL OF LITTER BINS ON SUNDALE PARK

QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr
“To ask the Manager to arrange for the removal of the two litter bins located on Sundale Park due to the excessive illegal dumping and vandalism being carried out at these locations?”

REPLY:
The Cleansing Section will arrange for the removal of the litter bins in question.

T/370/12
REMOVAL OF GRAFFITI ALONG THE RIVER IN JOBSTOWN
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr
"To ask the Manager to arrange for the removal of graffiti from boundary walls along the river in the Jobstown area and to indicate if it is possible to plant fast-growing, low maintenance climbing plants at these locations?"

REPLY:
The Council's Graffiti Crew recently attended to the area in question and removed any graffiti that was there at that time but they will arrange to revisit the area to clear any additional graffiti that has since been carried out there.

The Parks Section will be asked to cost anti-graffiti hedge/climber planting at this location and it will then be considered in the context of the available budget.
T/371/12
UNDERGROUND RECYCLING BINS AT CARPARK ON WHITESTOWN ROAD

QUESTION: Councillor John Hannon
"To ask the Manager to report on the operational condition of the underground recycling bins at carpark, Whitestown Road, and confirm any proposals in this regard?"

REPLY:
The underground bring bank facility at Sean Walsh Park has been out of operation for some time now due to water damage to the electro-hydraulic system which lifts and lowers the platform on which the glass bottle receptacles sit.  The contractor who installed the system originally has been requested to carry out the necessary repairs to the system.  It is hoped to have it operational again within the next four weeks approximately. 
T/372/12
PREVENTION OF SITES BECOMING DERELICT
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon
"To ask the Manager to confirm if, following contact from Development Dept, necessary works were carried out to prevent sites at * addresses supplied  from becoming derelict?"

* addresses supplied  

REPLY:
With regard to the site adjacent to *address supplied*, letters were issued in 2009 requesting that works be done in order to prevent the sites becoming derelict.   As the sites were not deemed to be derelict the files were then closed.  

The Environmental Services Department will now re-open the files and a new inspection will be carried out to ascertain if works are necessary and if the site is deemed to be derelict.  The Councillor will be informed of the outcome of the inspections.
T/373/12
CLEANING OF GULLIES AND SHORES
QUESTION: Councillor P. Kearns
"To ask the Manager to report on the cleaning programme in place for the gullies and shores in the Orwell, WORK and wider Templeogue, Greenhills area?"

REPLY:
The cleaning of the gullies is carried out by a private contractor on the Council's behalf.  Gullies are cleaned at least annually in accordance with the contractor's works  programme although where particular problematic gullies increased required attention, the frequency of cleaning is increased.  There are a number of gullies in the area in question that are cleaned four times a year due to flooding concerns and these particular gullies have been cleaned twice to date in 2012, once in early February and again in early June.

The Council is currently awaiting the Contractor's programme for roadsweeping and gulley cleaning for July to December 2012 and this information will be made available via the Council's Works Schedule.
T/374/12
SIGNS REGARDING DOG FOULING
QUESTION: Councillor C. King
"To ask the Manager to arrange for 'No Dog Fouling' signs to be erected in the vicinity of St Dominic's Community Centre at Avonbeg Gardens?"

REPLY:
The Council no longer erect signs regarding dog fouling in estates as they were considered to be an ineffective deterrent.

In our ongoing efforts to address this problem the Council in 2011 piloted an initiative of anti dog fouling stencils throughout the regional parks. These stencils are currently being replaced with a more weather resistant stencil.

The priority will be to stencil local parks and open spaces which are used more frequently for dog walking. It is not intended that stencilling will be carried out within housing estates.

Dog fouling is an offence under section 22 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997, as amended, for which the person in charge of the dog faces a fine or prosecution if he/she does not immediately remove any faeces deposited by a dog in certain places and ensure that it is properly disposed of in a suitable sanitary manner. The Council experience difficulty in enforcing this section of the act as it requires witnesses that are willing to come forward and go to court if necessary, to give evidence. It can also be difficult for the Dog/Litter Warden to "identify" the offender as they are reluctant to give their name and address. Residents groups and/or individuals are urged to assist the Litter Wardens and Dog Wardens in this regard.

T/375/12
LITTER MANAGEMENT PLAN 2011-2014
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Litter Management Plan, 2011 - 2014 Quarterly Report
Litter Management Plan 2011-2014 Quarterly Report June 2012 
1. Develop programmes on the basis of targeting the various litter categories, blackspots and illegal means of disposing of waste/refuse
· Launch of regional Anti gum Litter initiative, took place in the Square Shopping Centre on the 17th May with the Mayor of South Dublin County in attendance.

2. Develop a customer focused litter complaints procedure in order to deal effectively and efficiently with complaints
·         
Ongoing monitoring/review of the CCS and FYS systems to ensure Corporate commitments are and continue to be met.

	Customer Care stats 30th March 2012 –  31st  May 2012

	 
	Overall numbers
	Closed numbers
	Open numbers

	General 
	 
	 
	 

	Abandoned Cars
	23
	21
	2

	Burnt out cars
	2
	2
	-

	Community Clean-ups
	5
	5
	-

	Open spaces 
	50
	34
	16

	Social credits
	51
	44
	7

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Cleansing 
	 
	 
	 

	Cleansing
	275
	245
	30

	Graffiti
	90
	73
	17

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Enforcement
	 
	 
	 

	Litter warden service
	406
	366
	40

	Illegal dumping
	361
	289
	63

	Litter fines/prosecutions
	45
	36
	9

	Total 
	 
	 
	 


	Waste Collection & Disposal Tonnages
	 April 2012
	May 2012

	Cleansing
	77.920 tonnes
	87.480 tonnes

	Operations
	53.940 tonnes
	67.36 tonnes

	Litter Bin collections
	27.940 tonnes
	32.160 tonnes

	Total
	159.800 tonnes
	187 tonnes


  

3. Continue to actively enforce litter pollution and waste management legislation, bye laws and standards
 

Litter enforcement at ATMs

Arrangements have been made to visit and monitor 10 locations.  The 6 litter Warden have 2 sites each to visit, one attached to a bank and another not attached to a bank.   A report will be compiled as a result of this exercise.

  

	Enforcement of Litter Laws -  National indicators 
	April 2011 

	Number of on -the - spot fines issued
	92

	Number of on-the-spot fines paid
	40

	Number of notices issued (under Sec9,15,16,17 & 20 of Litter Act 1997)
	11  

	Total number of prosecutions taken (all prosecutions)
	2

	Number of prosecutions cases taken because of non payment of on-the spot fines
	2  

	Total number of prosecutions secured (all prosecutions under the Litter Acts 1997-2003)
	2  

	Number of prosecutions secured (relating to non-payment of on-the-spot fines
	2  


  

4. Improve the litter disposal systems available to the public
· Scheduling of litter bins collection to be made available. 

 

5. Expand the recycling opportunities within the County
· Textile tender  - award of contract being arranged. 

· Bring banks - new sites being examined. 

6. Continue to monitor and review road cleansing service in order to provide an improved service.
· Road sweeping  - The current contract has been extended and discussions are underway with the service provider. 

7. Develop a litter management programme for designated urban areas within the County – Tallaght city, Clondalkin town centre and other designated areas
· A cleansing, grass cutting and road sweeping schedule is being made available. The Council is focusing on village areas. 

· Areas where the Tidy Towns process has been successful Clondalkin, Palmerston, North Clondalkin, Griffeen Glen and Rathfarnham have a proactive community, business and school approach to areas. The Council is actively working with groups in these areas. 

8. Prepare litter management, education and awareness programmes that promote community and business involvement, community identity and responsibility, personal responsibility, youth activity etc.
· Green schools programme ongoing 

· Tidy Towns information programme ongoing. 

· Participation in Anti gum Litter initiative, National Launch was on 2nd May and regional launch is on the 17th May with the Mayor of South Dublin County in attendance. Students from Old Bawn Community School took part and undertook a gum litter survey. 

· Eco-Week held from 23rd – 28th April approximate attendance at week of events, 3341. Events were held in school, libraries and parks for all sectors 

 

9. Encourage active participation in Anti Litter Campaigns
· Community clean ups guidelines produced and included in Social Credits System – 177 clean-ups arranged to end of May 

· 134 applicants have applied by post and online to the National Spring Clean from South County Dublin. 

· Tidy towns programme ongoing

10. Develop a communications programme to promote a litter free County – including the promotion of the use of www.southdublin.ie and www.dublinwaste.ie 
·          Anti litter communication programme using social media and technology for Summer period.

11. Optimise the application of available technology in the enforcement and prevention of litter
·  www.fixyourstreet.ie , CCTV, customer contact system and spatial mapping use and promotion ongoing. 

·  Spatial data information on environmental services being made available.

12. Utilise systematic data analysis systems to monitor and plan Litter management and decision making
· Use of mobile data capture systems continues to be used in decision making.

 

13. Continue to research and implement best practice models
 
Ongoing discussion with other Local Authorities and public bodies to research and develop best  practice models.

 

14. Ensure the provision of a litter management plan for all major events
           
Litter management is included in licence agreements. “
Following a discussion to which Councillors D. Looney, M. Corr, C. King, M. Devine & M. Duff contributed, Ms. M. Ni Dhomhnaill, Project Manager,  responded to queries raised. 

The report was NOTED. 
T/376/12
NEW WORKS

It was noted there was no business under this heading.
T/377/12
CORRESPONDENCE

It was noted there was no business under this heading.
T/378/12
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was noted there was no business under this heading.
T/379/12
5/7 SUNDALE PARK AND 2 SUNDALE CLOSE

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor M. Duff:  

“That the Manager inspects without delay number 5 and 7 Sundale Park and number 2 Sundale Close with a view to declaring these properties derelict sites.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ and NOTED:
“Following previous reports regarding 5 & 7 Sundale Park, both addresses  have been deemed to be derelict and Section 11 Notices have been issued.    No response was received and the files have been referred to our Law Department for commencement of proceedings against those responsible for the property. 

With regard to 2 Sundale Close, we have now requested an inspection to ascertain if the property would be deemed derelict.”
COMMUNITY BUSINESS

T/380/12
QUESTIONS
It was noted there was no business under this heading.
T/381/12
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS 


The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF2099
	Cherryfield Residents Association
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity)
	18/04/12
	€200

	GF2102
	158th Castleview Scout Group
	Grant for Community Centre Based IT Infrastructure
	25/04/12
	€500

	GF2110
	An Turas, Jobstown Childcare Committee
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity)
	01/06/12
	€500

	GF2111
	Ard Mor Childcare Committee
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity)
	05/06/12
	€500

	GF2112
	Jobstown All Weather Facility
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity)
	06/06/12
	€500

	GF2093
	Deerpark Youth Club
	Major Equipment Grant
	02/04/12
	€2,000


Application for Arts Grants
Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	Agf748
	Brookfield/Fettercairn Area Committee
	Grant for 3 arts workshops with local schools, involving recycling culminating in an installation in the grounds of Brookfield Youth and Community Centre
	20/4/2012
	€600


Application for Arts Contribution
An Application for an Arts Contribution under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this contribution, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

 

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received
	Amount

	Agf 753
	Tallaght Songwriting Collective
	Contribution towards launch of Tallaght Acoustic Festival 21st September. Festival includes a lunchtime concert, a master class and an evening concert
	24/5/2012
	€4,000


Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Duff & C. King contributed, Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised. 

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff  and seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:


“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report.”
T/382/12
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/383/12
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/384/12         FUNDING FOR THE TALLAGHT YOUTH BAND 
The following Motion by Councillor M. Devine was WITHDRAWN:

“That this Committee condemns the drastic cut in funding to the TALLAGHT YOUTH BAND and calls for re instatement of the full grant that positively provides for local children and young adults.”
  


HOUSING BUSINESS

T/385/12
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions 13-16 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."
T/386/12
TURNAROUND TIME FOR VACANT HOUSES IN THE RAPID AREAS

QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr
"To ask the Manager to indicate the average turnaround time for vacant houses in the RAPID areas of Tallaght, to outline what are the most significant issues to delay this process and how he intends to overcome this?"

REPLY:
The average relet time for vacant houses within the Rapid designated area in the Tallaght area for up to May 2012 was 17 weeks, compared to 12 county wide.  The main reason which determine length of relet time is the amount of works necessary and these are determined by the age and the condition of the house at time of surrender.  Vandalism is also a large delaying factor.  In a number of incidents the copper cylinders have been stolen and the house flooded which results in additional work and expense.   Another type of vandalism experienced regularly is the burning of bins and causing damage to the ESB and Gas supplies. 

In an effort to reduce the amount of works needed on a house a strict inspection procedure has recently been introduced for tenants transferring to another Council house whereby the tenant/s are informed in their transfer application as to what works are required to be carried out in their house before the transfer can proceed.  In the event that the inspector finds that these works have not been undertaken then the transfer will not be permitted to proceed.  This procedure should lead to houses being surrendered in a condition that will require minimal relet works and resulting in a quicker turnaround.

In cases where a tenant has surrendered a house in what is considered to be an unacceptable condition a costing will be obtained on the relevant works which the tenant is responsible for.  An invoice will issue to the tenant at their forwarding address in order to recoup these costs.  These costs will also be noted on the tenants' file and full recoupment will be sought before the tenant will be considered for re-housing by the Council.

T/387/12
RAILINGS WITHIN ESTATES

QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine
“To ask the Manager that future erection of railings/gates etc  within Estates like Drumcairn be of black wrought iron effect - replacing the ubiquitous  galvanized/industrialized steel  that detracts from creative spaces? “

REPLY:
The purpose of erecting railings and gates is normally to combat anti social activity at various locations throughout the County.  There are many requests for such fencing on an annual basis throughout the County.  The reason for erecting galvanized steel railings / gates is due to the cost and our requirement to obtain best value for money for the available scarce resources.  The cost of wrought iron railings / gates is nearly double the cost of the galvanized version.  

T/388/12
GRANTS GIVEN TO DATE IN THE TALLAGHT AREA

QUESTION: Councillor C. King
"To ask the Manager to report on how many DPG's, Mobility Aids Grants & Housing Aid for Older Persons Grants have been issued this year to date in the Tallaght area, how many more of each are expected to be delivered by years end and how does the associated expenditure compare to the same twelve month period last year?"

REPLY:
The Council does not keep records of grant applications or payments on a geographic basis but an examination of the applications received to date this year indicates the following number were received for the Tallaght area.

	Type of Grant
	No. of Applications approved to date as at 8/6/2012 - for the Tallaght area only.

	Housing Adaptation Grant for People with A Disability (HAGS)
	  19

	Mobility Aids Housing Grant Scheme (MAGS)
	  16

	Housing Aid for Older People Scheme (HOPS)
	  9


With regard to the expected no. of approvals to year end the Council is unable to give exact nos. However, the total no. of applications approved in year end 2011, for all areas, is as follows:-

HAGS – 163 applications; MAGS – 51 applications; HOPS – 52 applications.

Please see table below for - Expenditure at 8th June 2012 comparable to expenditure at 8th June 2011, with regard to applications for all areas.

	Type of Grant.
	 Expenditure at 8/6/2012
	 Expenditure at 8/6/2011

	Housing Adaptation Grant for People with A Disability Scheme
	€535,470.47
	€564,443.59

	Mobility Aids Housing Grant Scheme
	€100,900.68
	€101,092.84

	Housing Aid for Older People Scheme
	€67,921.64
	€197,339.50


Please note the submission of applications under the Housing Aid for Older People Grant Scheme is significantly less than in 2011.  Under this Scheme the Council has received 14 valid applications to date in 2012 compared to 28 for this period in 2011.

  



T/389/12
HOME EXTENSIONS FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES
QUESTION: Councillor C. King
"To ask the Manager how many home extensions for the purpose of facilitating people with disabilities have been applied for to the Department this year, what is their status of these applications and how many are expected to commence this year in the Tallaght area?"

REPLY:
The Council has been notified by the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government that a provision of €340,848 has been allocated to South Dublin County Council for Disabled Persons Grants/Improvement works in lieu/Extensions for 2012. The Council had sought an allocation of €780,273 for its 2012 programme. The allocation of €340,848 must meet commitments of approximately €145,000 for extensions commenced in 2011, as well as alterations to new-lets to applicants on the housing list with disabilities and extensions to tenants with disabilities. The Council had hoped to commence approximately 10 extensions for tenants with disabilities, had the requested allocation be granted

As the allocation provided is less than half of the amount sought, this has had a huge impact on the Council’s 2012 programme for extensions for those tenants with a disability. The Council will start at least 4 extensions, one of which is located in Tallaght and will re-examine the programme as the year progresses with reference to tender costs and requests to the Department for further funding.

T/390/12
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/391/12
CORRESPONDENCE

It was noted there was no business under this heading.
T/392/12
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading
T/393/12
NABCO COMMUNITY FACILITY ON DONOMORE PARK
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

That this Committee calls on the Manager to provide a report on the feasibility study being undertaken by the Architects Department and the Community Department in tandem with NABCO, on the NABCO Community Facility on Donomore Park which is being carried out to establish the possibility of an identified specific Local Community Organisation acquiring the building on a long term lease to carry out their activities within the building which has been unused for a prolonged period.

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ and NOTED:
“Survey drawings and details of the project have been received from the original consultant architect and are being evaluated by the Architects Department in relation to statutory implications for revised usage in terms of access, fire-safety, and numbers capacity. 

A preliminary proposal will be available in two/three weeks time for discussion purposes with Community Department in terms of implications for anticipated costs and funding sources.”
T/394/12
SHARED OWNERSHIP SCHEME
The following Motion by Councillor M. Devine was WITHDRAWN;
“That the Manager report on the Shared-ownership scheme and any difficulties experienced by local people in keeping up their payments. Furthermore to consider those who are in arrears and face possibility of repossession ideally be housed as Tenants in their own home.”
T/395/12
ADDITIONAL ANTI SOCIAL RESOURCES

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

“That this Committee calls on the Manager to arrange for additional anti social resources  to be applied to *Address Supplied*  to ensure the Community, in conjunction with An Garda Síochánna,  SDCC and other stakeholders, can tackle a local gang of youths who are threatening to destroy the good spirit and good name of the Estate as a result of their ongoing Anti-Social and Criminal Activities. “
 The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“There is currently 2 dedicated Anti Social officers who are available to deal with complaints of anti social behaviour for the area which incorporates this specific address.   The anti social officers for the area recently met with residents and other stakeholders involved in the Estate  and the Voluntary Housing Body who also have housing units there to discuss various concerns in relation to anti social behaviour.  The Anti Social officers are currently liaising with the Gardai in relation to recent complaints from this area and investigations are ongoing.  Contact is also being made with the Residents in the Estate to develop a robust working and communications relationship to deal with the problems as effectively as possible 

Residents within the *address supplied* area may report complaints of anti social behaviour through the following channels:

 

Free phone number 1800 200 245

Main council telephone number  4149000

Customer care website which may be accessed through SouthDublin.ie 

Housing Clinic, Kilinarden Community Centre, every Friday 11am – 12 noon.”
Following a discussion to which Councillor C. King contributed, Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised.  
The report was NOTED. 
T/396/12
ACTION ON ABANDONED HOMES

It was proposed by Councillor M. Devine, seconded by Councillor M. Duff:

That the Manager give a report on what action(s) can be taken in the case of semi or abandoned homes that are not Council stock but attract anti-community behaviours that seriously disrupt and cause misery to surrounding neighbours.

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“Anti-social behaviour on privately owned land is a matter for the Garda Siochana.  If a vacant and unsecured site is seen as a potentially dangerous or derelict place, the council can write and request a check from the Property Registration Authority to establish ownership and any alternative address for the owner(s) or responsible person(s) i.e. a financial institution if repossessed.

The Council can then write to the owner(s) or responsible person(s) asking that the property be secured against damage or trespass.  If the site is deemed to be dangerous, a Notice under the Sanitary Services Act can be issued by the Council’s Dangerous Places section at Architectural Services Department.  If the site is deemed to be derelict or potentially derelict, a letter requesting works be done or a Notice under the Derelict Sites Act as deemed appropriate can be issued by the Council’s Environmental Services Department.  “
Following a contribution from Councillor M. Devine, Mr.  H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer and Ms.  B. McCormack-Donnelly, Administrative Officer, responded to queries raised. 
The report was NOTED. 
The Meeting concluded at 4.05 p.m.
Siniú:
______________________

Dáta:
________________

An Cathaoirleach






