COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 9th July 2012


	PRESENT 

	Councillors
	Councillors

	Bond, C.
	Jones, C.

	Bonner, B.
	Kearns, P.

	Brophy, C.
	Kenny, G.

	Coburn, E.
	King, C.

	Corr, M.
	Lahart, J.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lavelle, W.

	Delaney, T.
	Lawlor, B.

	Dermody AM.
	Looney, D.

	Devine, M.
	McDonagh, M.

	Duff, M.
	O’Connell, G.

	Gilligan, T.
	Tuffy, E.

	Hannon, J.
	Walsh, E.

	Higgins, E.
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	P. Poole

	Directors / Heads of Function


	C. Henehan, P. Murphy, F. Nevin, T. Walsh, E. Conroy, J. Quinlivan

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Maguire, Y. Dervan,  H. Hogan

	A/ Senior Executive Officer
	J. Browne

	Senior Planner
	C. Ryan

	A/ Administrative Officer 
	M. O’Neill

	A/ Staff Officer
	B. Gorman 

	I.T.
	C. Whelan 


An apology for inability to attend was received from Councillor T. Ridge.

The Mayor, Councillor C. King, presided.
H1/0712 
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

a)  Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 11th June 2012 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart.
b)  Minutes of Annual Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 29th June 2012 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor D. Looney. 
H2a)/0712
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE - 12th JUNE 2012 - DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS),  HOUSING, ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for Arts Grants
Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	Agf752
	Dublin County Choir
	Arts Contribution Towards the cost of performing Dvorak’s Requiem 
	10/11/2011
	€300


Bottom of Form

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grant as recommended in the foregoing report.”

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor A.M. Dermody and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Rathfarnham Area Committee - 12th June 2012 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2b)/0712
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 18th JUNE 2012 - DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), HOUSING, ENVIRONMENT, PARKS 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF2099
	Cherryfield Residents Association
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity)
	18/04/12
	€200

	GF2102
	158th Castleview Scout Group
	Grant for Community Centre Based IT Infrastructure
	25/04/12
	€500

	GF2110
	An Turas, Jobstown Childcare Committee
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity)
	01/06/12
	€500

	GF2111
	Ard Mor Childcare Committee
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity)
	05/06/12
	€500

	GF2112
	Jobstown All Weather Facility
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity)
	06/06/12
	€500

	GF2093
	Deerpark Youth Club
	Major Equipment Grant
	02/04/12
	€2,000


Application for Arts Grants

Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	Agf748
	Brookfield/Fettercairn Area Committee
	Grant for 3 arts workshops with local schools, involving recycling culminating in an installation in the grounds of Brookfield Youth and Community Centre
	20/4/2012
	€600


“Application for Arts Contribution
An Application for an Arts Contribution under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this contribution, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-
	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received
	Amount

	Agf 753
	Tallaght Songwriting Collective
	Contribution towards launch of Tallaght Acoustic Festival 21st September. Festival includes a lunchtime concert, a master class and an evening concert
	24/5/2012
	€4,000


It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff and seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve the payment of the above grant recommended in the foregoing report.”

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Devine and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Tallaght Area Committee (1) - 18th June 2012 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2c)/0712
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 18th JUNE  2012 -  DEALING WITH PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H2d)/0712
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE 20th JUNE 2012 - DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS),  HOUSING, ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for Arts Grants
An application for a Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-
	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	AGF751
	Rowlagh Women’s Group
	Arts Grant towards a 10 week visual arts workshops as part of its older people’s art programme
	8th May 2012
	€500


It was proposed by Councillor by Councillor T. Ridge and seconded by Councillor M. McDonagh.

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the forgoing report.”

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor M. McDonagh, seconded by Councillor B. Bonner and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Clondalkin Area Committee - 20th June 2012 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2e)/0712
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - LUCAN AREA COMMITTEE - 26th  JUNE 2012 - DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS),  HOUSING, ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for Arts Contribution
An Application for an Arts Contribution under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this contribution, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	Agf749
	Archbishop Ryan 
SNS
	Towards the cost of an arts exhibition 
of work from the Parent and Community Art Class
	24/05/2012
	€1,000


It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor E. Higgins and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the contribution as recommended in the foregoing report.”

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor C. Jones and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Lucan Area Committee 26th June 2012 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H3/0712
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H4/0712
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H5/0712
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
QUESTIONS FOR NOTING
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions numbered Q1 – Q16 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
Q1/0712
MAINTENANCE OF CEMETERIES
QUESTION: Councillor T. Delaney
To ask the Manager to outline what plans are in place to maintain the cemeteries in the county over the summer months considering the problems experienced in recent years?

REPLY:
The maintenance schedule for burial grounds during the period between May and September is based on the timetable for annual masses in each of the cemeteries with burial grounds staff organised to concentrate on particular cemeteries in the period before the annual masses there.  

The sale of the refuse service has meant that the full complement of burial grounds staff can be deployed for burial grounds maintenance where previously staff from this section were used allocated to refuse collection duties when the need arose.  This, together with improved work scheduling, has resulted in improved maintenance for the burial grounds.
Q2/0712
HOUSEHOLD WASTE BYE LAWS
QUESTION: Councillor T. Gilligan
To ask the Manager to introduce new household waste bye laws as a matter of urgency. The Council should give residents 12 hours notice prior to collection. Currently, some residents only have a 1 hour time frame to put out / collect bins. (If a resident puts it out at 6 am and their collection is at 7 am).  Will the Manager make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
The Council Members agreed at the Council meeting in February that the process should be deferred until the Governments National Waste Policy was published. It was thought at the time that the Policy was about to be published within a matter of weeks and that the process would not be delayed for very long. The publication of the Policy has not yet happened and it is now understand that it will be published in July – though this is not yet certain.

Should the Members wish to proceed with the process in the absence of the Waste Policy this will be pursued.

Q3/0712
LITTER BINS

QUESTION: Councillor T. Gilligan
To ask the Manager to outline how many litter bins in South Dublin council have been removed and the number of bins is outlined between 2009 - present?

REPLY:
Since April 2011, litter bins have been removed at the following locations:

· Woodford Rd @ roundabout near Boomers pub moved to Yellow meadows 
(due to domestic waste being left in and around the bin on numerous 
occasions); 

· Oak Court Estate Bin removed (due to vandalism and dumping); 

· Firhouse Rd West @ Kiltipper Ave removed (damaged); 

· Killinarden Ring R.d 2 bins removed (damaged); 

· Kiltipper Way bus stop near roundabout removed (damaged); 

· Limekiln Ave @ Temple Manor bus terminus removed (damaged).

Q4/0712
WALKING TRAILS AND CYCLE TRACKS
QUESTION: Councillor E. Higgins
To ask the Manager to provide a report on the creation and development of walking trails and cycle tracks throughout the County and identifies any possible funding sources for developing same?

REPLY:
The Council provides over 200km of walking and cycling paths in public parks and open spaces across the county. In addition, the Council has provided an extensive network of cycle track, as part of the public road system throughout the county, which links to the emerging network of cycle paths in public parks.

This network is expanded and improved on an annual basis, most recently in 2011 / 2012 in Clondalkin Park and Griffeen Valley Park and Dargle Wood in Knocklyon where enhanced walking and cycling facilities have been provided with support from the National Transport Authority under a range of programmes.

Slí na Sláinte way marked routes, ranging from 500m to 5km in length, have been provide in public parks throughout the county in association with the Irish Heart Foundation. These have proven to be popular with the public and are well used on a daily basis in most parks where they have been provided. 

The Dublin Mountains Way, a long distance way marked walking route of 47km was provided in 2010, in association with the Dublin Mountains Partnership. The route extends from the Town Centre in Tallaght (LUAS Red Line Terminus) to Shankill in the Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council area, traversing a number of Coillte properties.  

One of the most significant schemes completed in recent years was the Grand Canal Way Green Route, an 8.5km combined walking and cycle route extending from the 12th Lock at Adamstown, Lucan to the 3rd Lock at Inchicore in the city area. This route was a result of a combined approach by South Dublin County Council, Dublin City Council, Waterways Ireland and the ESB. The route was officially opened in 2010 and has proven to be a very popular and well used local and regional green route. It also form part of An Ceangal Glas, The Green Loop, long distance green route. 

The idea for An Ceangal Glás (The Green Loop) trail originated in South Dublin County Council and was quickly taken on board by the adjoining authorities of  Dublin City, Fingal, Kildare, the OPW and Waterways Ireland with strong support from the National Trails Advisory Committee of the Irish Sports Council. The trail links the Grand and Royal Canals via public parks and open spaces in South Dublin, Dublin City, the Phoenix Park, Fingal and Kildare. The trail was first marked out as a one day event for National Trails Day, 2011 to gauge interest and viability in the route. As a result of the initial trial, it was demonstrated that it was a viable route although there are some constraints on certain parts of the route.

Further planning and refinement of the route has taken place and the route was marked out again for a National Bike Week event on Sunday 24th June when over 250 cyclists travelled the 46km route. It is hoped that the route could be developed into a permanent way marked national trail in the Dublin Region which would draw visitors and recreational users to the region. While the majority of the route is off-road, there are a number of significant issues to be worked through to make the route as attractive and as safe as possible for cyclists and walkers.

The Council recently applied for funding under the National Cycle Network Local Authority Funding Scheme 2012/13, operated by the Department of Transport Tourism and Sport for proposed cycle/walking routes in Clondalkin ( Camac Valley Camping & Caravan Park to Clondalkin Village via Corkagh Park) and Lucan (the South Dublin Section of An Ceangal Glás, The Green Loop). Just two applications were permitted per local authority and while strong applications were made for both projects, the South Dublin County Council applications were not successful on this occasion. 

The Council's Planning Department is co-ordinating an interdepartmental approach to the provision / enhancement of walking and cycling routes in the county and considerable success has been achieved in advancing projects and securing funding for permeability and sustainable travel projects in 2011 and again in 2012 under the National Transport Authority/DTTAS programmes supporting sustainable travel initiatives 
As part of this programme, proposals are being advance to enhance from local housing areas in south west Clondalkin to the Grand Canal Green Route.    

The Council also completed a National Standard Cycle Race Track in Corkagh Park earlier this year. This project was developed with Cycle Ireland and was supported by grant assistance from Sports Capital Programme operated by the Department of Transport, Tourism & Sport.

The Council continues to plan and develop proposals for walking and cycling routes in the county and is seeking funding support, wherever possible, to support the implementation of further projects.  An interdepartmental Steering Group has been formed, tasked with advancing proposals for walking and cycling routes and also to make application for funding support to progress projects.
Q5/0712
EXERCISE TRAILS 

QUESTION: Councillor E. Higgins
To ask the Manager for an update on the installation of exercise trails throughout the County?
REPLY:
Installation of the bases for the equipment at the following locations was completed approximately two weeks ago. 

1. Beechfield Park 

2. Greenhills Park 

3. Glendown Park 

4. Tymon Park (2 trails) 

5. Griffeen Valley Park 

6. Waterstown Park 

7. Hermitage Park / Mount Andrew. 

8. Kingswood Park 

9. Rathcoole Park 

10. Corkagh Park 

11. Ballymount Park

The company have advised that they are expecting delivery of the first consignment of equipment in the third week of July and installation of equipment will commence on a countywide basis upon delivery.  The second consignment was shipped on 26th June and will arrive in 4-6 weeks time, following which the remaining equipment will be installed.

It is expected that all of the equipment will be installed by the end of August/early September.

Q6/0712
PLAYGROUND CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME
QUESTION: Councillor E. Higgins
To ask the Manager to instruct the relevant SPC to update the Playground Construction Programme?

REPORT:
The Review of the South Dublin County Play Policy was adopted by the Council at the June 2012 Council Meeting as part of the report of the Strategic Policy Committee on Sport, Recreation, Community and Parks.  

At the meeting it was agreed that the Playground Construction Programme would include additional play areas suggested by the Elected Members since the adoption of the original 2007 - 2012 programme.  However, the focus will initially be on progressing the existing Programme, which is subject to the availability of the resource to do so.  The status of the existing programme is as follows:

	Location
	Electoral Area
	Status

	Rathfarnham Castle Park
	Terenure Rathfarnham
	Completed 2008

	Sean Walsh Park
	Tallaght
	Completed 2009

	Griffeen Valley Park (Grange Park)
	Lucan
	Part 8 completed

	Tymon Park
	Tallaght
	Design Stage

	Corkagh Park
	Clondalkin
	Design stage

	Rathcoole Park
	Clondalkin
	Design stage


Further progress on the remaining playgrounds in the programme is subject to the identification of the necessary finance to advance them. 

In addition to the Five Year Construction Programme, playgrounds have also been provided under successive RAPID Playground Programmes at Quarryvale, Collinstown Park, Killinarden, Fettercairn, Jobstown, Brookfield, and Kiltalown. Unfortunately, the playground at Collinstown Park was subject to continuous vandalism and had to be removed.   

A playground was also provided with the new swimming pool in Clondalkin in 2008.  

It should also be noted that a number of playgrounds have also been provided in the county by private developers e.g. at Adamstown, Balgaddy and Ballycullen.  

As part of the review of the Play Policy, Elected Members have suggested a number of locations where new playgrounds might be provided be provided. These include:

Hermitage Park, Lucan; Waterstown Park, Palmerstown; Ballyowen Park, Lucan and Whitechurch; Rathfarnham.

The Playground Construction Programme will be revised to include these suggested locations and will be brought back to the next Sport, Recreation, Community and Parks Strategic Policy Committee Meeting for agreement. It is intended to prioritise the completion of the existing programme as the necessary resources are identified.

Q7/0712
TIDY TOWNS

QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart
To ask the Manager to give a general update on the Tidy Towns campaign across the County and in particular to address the relationship of the social credit scheme to participation in the Tidy Towns competition?
REPLY:
The Council meets with Tidy Towns groups on a regular basis. There are five applications from South Dublin County in the 212 National Tidy Towns competition:

· Lucan

· Clondalkin

· Rathfarnham

· Palmerston

· Lucan Griffeen

Other areas working towards entering next year – Rathcoole, Newcastle and Raheen/St Marks. The Tidy Towns groups are being supported by the Council through the Social Credits System. This includes provision of materials for cleanups, collection and disposal of material, support for planting and other supports as required. 

Q8/0712
N.P.P.R.
QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart

To ask the Manager to outline the amount of monies received in the county from the NPPR since its inception and to account for changes in receipts for the years it has been operating?
REPLY:
The NPPR data and receipts are as follows as at 2 July 2012:

	 
	 
	 
	 
	as @ 2 July
	 

	NPPR
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	Total

	Charges 
	€2,344,400
	€2,322,600
	€2,322,600
	€1,928,200
	€8,917,800

	Penalties
	€262,360
	€297,380
	€187,080
	€4,020
	€750,840

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	€2,606,760
	€2,619,980
	€2,509,680
	€1,932,220
	€9,668,640

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	No of Units
	      11,722 
	      11,613 
	      11,613 
	9,641
	       44,589 


The legislation governing the non principal private residence charge provides that owners of qualifying properties must register and pay the charge and significant monthly penalties accrue to owners of such properties if they fail to do so.   The reasons for variances year on year in the number of properties registered for NPPR can include; 

* Person may have disposed of the property and it is no longer a non principal private residence

* A person's circumstance may have changed to the extent that he/she now qualifies for an exemption from the charge (https://www.nppr.ie/Faq.aspx )

* Person may have registered for one year but did not pay in subsequent year(s), thus incurring penalties.
Q9/0712
HOUSEHOLD TAX
QUESTION Councillor J. Lahart
To ask the Manager to present an update on the household tax and the receipts to date in this county?

REPLY:
The Household Charge is an annual charge introduced by the Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 which is payable by owners of residential property. It is a matter for owners of residential properties to register and pay the Household Charge on or after the 1st of January 2012.

The Household Charge Bureau, under the aegis of the Local Government Management Agency, processes payments in respect of the Household Charge on behalf of all Local Authorities. 

A Homeowner can register and pay the household charge on the website www.householdcharge.ie.  The Household Charge was €100 per residential property for the period 1st January 2012 to the 31st March 2012 after which penalties are incurred. (see also www.householdcharge.ie )

It is estimated that there are 81,822 residential properties liable for the household charge in South Dublin County Council's administrative area.  The number of household charge registrations that have been processed for payment as at the 28th June 2012 for this Council is 46,142, generating revenue of €4,639,854. 

Q10/0712
HEAVY RAINFALL

QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart
That the Manager provide a report on how the Council managed during the recent spell of heavy rainfall and to list any vulnerable locations in the county as a result?
REPLY:
On a continuous basis South Dublin staff monitor all known areas within the county that are vulnerable to flooding. The rivers, streams and drainage network was closely monitored by the Council’s Drainage & Roads staff throughout the recent prolonged rainfall period and in response to Met Eireann weather alerts, Council crews were active on the ground taking measures such as cleaning gullies and removing debris from river screens in flood prone areas.

There were no incidents of flooding reported in the South Dublin County Council area during this recent period.

Following the October 2011 flood event, flood alleviation works have been progressed in each Local Electoral Area.

The following is a summary of actions taken by the Council to resolve these issues:

	Rathfarnham 
	Description of Works

	 
	 

	Aranleigh Court
	Relaying Surface Water Pipes due to tree root infestation 

	Stocking Avenue Well /Orlagh Avenue
	Sealing manholes, blocking unused connections to foul sewer

	Mount Carmel/Homeville/Castlefield
	Build manhole at collapsed pipe, connect gulley’s to surface water, putting lockable covers on some manholes.

	Fortfield Drive
	Installation of new Surface Water Pipes

	Glenlyon
	Foul sewer diversion adjacent to Glenvara Park

	Lucan 
	 

	Esker Lane/St Edmundsbury
	Flushing of sewers and ditch cleaning surface water outfall

	Esker Lane & Old Lucan Rd
	Installation of 2 nr gully’s and connections to S/W pipe

	Clondalkin
	 

	Lealand Drive [Drainage]
	Diverting surface water sewer around back of the houses to new outfall

	Tuthills Clondalkin
	Installation of new gully and connection to S/W pipe

	Robinhood Stream
	Cleaning river banks and bed

	Lealand Drive [Roads]
	Installation of 2 No. gully’s and installation surface water drain

	Newcastle Main St .outside hse no 7
	Installation of 5 nr Gullys and connections to S/W Pipe

	Woodford Downs
	Installation of 4 nr double gullies and connection to S/W 

	New Road Surface Water Diversion
	Diverted existing collapsed surface water pipe

	Tallaght
	 

	 
	 

	Hazel Grove, Tallaght
	Cleaning ditches

	Knockmore /Killinarden
	Flood Relief Works

	Saggart Village
	Installation of 330m of 375 mm diameter pipe plus 28 gullies and 4 manholes

	Garter Lane Saggart
	Repair existing gully pots and installation of 3 nr gullys pipe and connection to S/W Pipe

	Athgoe rd 
	Repair existing gully pot work complete

	St Anne’s Terrace Rathcoole
	Installation of 3 nr gullys and reconstruct s/w manhole

	Brittas Canal Cleaning
	Cleared culvert under road bridge and removed silt upstream.

	 
	 


Q11/0712
ILLEGAL SIGNAGE

QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart
To ask the Manager to outline the regulations governing the erection / (tying / hanging / nailing etc.) of banners / posters / hoardings on buildings / poles / railings / walls / roofs / fences / vehicles on a temporary or semi-permanent basis?
REPLY:
The Regulatory provisions governing the erection of temporary signage are set out in Section 19 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997 and Section 71 of the Roads Act 1993.

In summary, the legislation prohibits the erection of signage on any structure or on any land where permission for the signage has not been given by the owner of the land, be it public or private property. The erection of such signs is an offence and Local Authorities are empowered to issue fixed penalty notices (fines), prosecute offenders and/or remove signage as appropriate where permission for the erection of the signage cannot be proven. In cases where the safety of road users is threatened, the offending sign will be removed immediately in the interests of public safety. In such cases the costs of recovery and storage can be recovered from the owner of the sign.

Environmental Services and Roads Department work closely on the enforcement of these powers where necessary.
Q12/0712
ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS
QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart

To ask the Manager to update the Council on the Manager's response to my motion of 2011 requiring the Council to give detailed consideration to the passing of by-laws requiring residents to maintain the areas outside of their homes free of snow and ice during adverse weather conditions?
REPLY:
In October 2011, at the beginning of winter conditions, the Council issued on the SDCC website, Guidance Notes for the public in relation to coping with various aspects of the severe cold weather and a hard copy was delivered to all residents and business within the County. Links were also included to the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government's Severe Weather Emergency web pages http://www.environ.ie/en/LocalGovernment/FireandEmergencyServices/EmergencyPlanning/SevereColdWeather/, the Road Safety Authority and the Health & Safety Authority who all issued guidance on the severe cold weather.

As discussed at the Council Meeting of April 2011, the Manager undertook to examine the possibility of introducing bye-laws pertaining to residents being responsible for the clearing of snow and ice from their driveways and footpaths in front of their houses.  It was agreed that this was a complex issue and that there were many aspects to the introduction and enforcement of such bye-laws.  A consultation process with the Council's Law Agent has been initiated and a further report will issue.

Q13/0712
HOUSEHOLD CHARGE
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if she can advise the meeting what percentage of owners of residential properties in the County liable for the Household Charge had paid the charge by 30th June 2012?
REPLY:
The Household Charge Bureau, under the aegis of the Local Government Management Agency, processes payments in respect of the Household Charge on behalf of all Local Authorities.

It is estimated that there are 81,822 residential properties liable for the household charge in South Dublin County Council's administrative area.  The number of household charge registrations that have been processed for payment as at the 28th June 2012 is 46,142, giving a percentage of 56.4% who have paid. and generating revenue of €4,639,854. (i.e. € 4,614,200 in charges and € 25,654 in penalties)
Q14/0712
COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE CENTRES 

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if she can provide a report on the number and location of Community Enterprise Centres in the County which are supported by the Council, and if she can provide information of the occupancy rate of each such Enterprise Centre?
REPLY:
The Council through its own efforts or in co-operation with other Agencies has constructed local enterprise centres at Neilstown and Bawnogue in Clondalkin and at Brookfield and Killinarden in Tallaght.  

In each case the development of the enterprise facilities was co-ordinated by a group comprising representatives of South Dublin County Council, the Area based local Partnerships, the South Dublin County Enterprise Board and local community development representatives. Funding was from those agencies together with grant Aid from Enterprise Ireland and a corporate sponsor (in the case of Killinarden- AIB Bank and Bawnogue- Dunloe Ewart).

The Centres aim to provide low cost start-up units with the necessary management supports, catering for a broad spectrum of services and trades. It is anticipated that as skill levels, business acumen and workforce increase in the individual businesses, the successful entrepreneurs will move on , thereby broadening the scope of start up aid and creating new business opportunities for local people.

The Centres at Killinarden and Bawnogue also include some community space to provide services to the wider community, including a crèche facility and restaurant at Bawnogue. 

The Council also provided a former community premises at Bolbrook to Partas for development as an Enterprise Centre and also disposed of  a site at St Dominic's Road for the provision of enterprise units by a private Company. 

The Centres at Brookfield, Killinarden and Bolbrook are operated by Partas  and  the Centres at Neilstown and Bawnogue are operated by Action Community  and Enterprise Ltd. The Companies in question have been requested to provide details of occupancy rates and the information will be forwarded to the Councillor as soon as it comes to hand. 

Q15/0712
ACTION PLAN FOR JOBS
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager for a report on any discussions which the Council has had with Enterprise Ireland and/or the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government, and/or the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, in relation to Action 2.5 (regarding a new Community Enterprise Development Programme) of the Government's Action Plans for Jobs 2012, and Action 3.8 (Support for micro and small business sector in developing an online presence), and if she will make a statement on the matter?



REPLY:
Action Plan for Jobs 2012 builds on work across Government to deliver reform and create economic growth, and will deliver on the third major strand of Government’s economic programme. Action Plan for Jobs 2012 is the first instalment in a multi-year process. Section 2.5 states: 
2.5 Establish a new Community Enterprise Development Programme for the maintenance or
establishment of a strong business development function in the Community Enterprise

Centres funded by Enterprise Ireland. This will see up to 30 centres benefit from a full-time

business development function, providing a 50% grant towards eligible costs or €50,000 over

two years.

The Plan is accompanied by a detailed list of the more than 270 actions which includes the measures required to implement each action and the Government body responsible for implementation in each case. The Cabinet has also sanctioned the establishment of a Monitoring Committee which will be chaired by the Taoiseach’s Department and will also include representatives of the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and Forfás. A number of expert staff from Forfás will work closely with the Department of the Taoiseach to assist with the monitoring process. Quarterly reports on implementation will be prepared and published by this monitoring group.

In addition, a series of regional meetings will be held over the coming months as part of the on-going process of consultation on job-creation. 

The Government have indicated their intention to create  “One Stop Shops” called “Local Enterprise Offices” to build on the significant work done by the CEBs to date. The new “one-stop-shop” micro enterprise support structure will be achieved through the dissolution of the existing CEBs and the creation of a new Micro Enterprise and Small Business Unit in Enterprise Ireland (EI) that will work with Local Authorities to establish a new network of Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) in each Local Authority. This restructuring of EI to refocus its efforts on small and micro businesses is part of a wider restructuring that will also see the establishment of a Potential Exporters Division within E.I., and more collaborative work with the IDA.

It is understood that the intention is that Enterprise Ireland and the Local Authorities will be tasked with developing and rolling-out a LEO structure to facilitate the carrying out of the proposed functions of those offices as agreed by Government. It is anticipated that the current cohort of CEB staff will transfer to either Enterprise Ireland or the Local Authority. 

Clearly, a lot of developmental work will need to be done over the coming months to effect these changes across all organisations – the CEBs, the Local Authorities and Enterprise Ireland – and, not least, there will be important HR issues to be addressed. These issues will be addressed having regard to appropriate practices in such instances, including consultations with all relevant Parties and, also, with advice and guidance from the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, having due regard to the Croke Park Agreement.

Although much of the above developmental work and discussions will take place at National Level we have substantial groundwork established in South Dublin County in terms of :

· The interagency approach involving the relevant stakeholders embedded in the economic subgroup of the CDB. 

· the research and experience originally gained in the IEZ and now on a regional level with the IEN 

· the physical presence of the CEB in County Hall and the progress made on the concept of an "Innovation Hub" in that public area. 

· the working relationships established with local agencies, business and national bodies through the "Sustaining and developing business programme". 

Action 6.5 of the Action Plan for Jobs – 2012 requires the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government (DECLG), Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (DJEI.) and local authorities to –

“Develop a new sectoral strategy to promote employment, and support local enterprise by Local Government, to include measures in the area of business charges, local enterprise and business support arrangements, procurement support, local development and community based initiatives, the Green Economy and local government participation in employment support schemes.  These measures will complement, and assist in the delivery at a local level, of other actions set out in this Action Plan”. 

The draft Strategy document was developed jointly by DECLG, DJEI and the County and City Managers’ Association (CCMA).  It includes measures in the area of business charges, local enterprise and business support arrangements, procurement support, local development and community based initiatives, the Green Economy and local government participation in employment support schemes.  It is intended that these measures will complement, and assist in the delivery at a local level, of other actions set out in this year’s Action Plan for Jobs and Action Plans for future years.

The Strategy’s purpose is to activate the local authority sectoral elements of the Action Plan for Jobs, by –

Ø  identifying those actions where local authorities have direct responsibility alongside those actions which cannot be progressed without strong sectoral involvement and collaboration, and 

Ø  providing a framework for the local authorities to develop their own local strategies in support of the Strategy.  

The draft is being circulated prior to implementation for consultation to key stakeholders, (particularly the CDBs), who are invited to make submissions.  Given that the Strategy must be in the course of implementation before the end of September 2012, all submissions should be submitted, preferably in a word document, by email to econdev@environ.ie no later than 5:30pm on Friday, 27 July 2012.

In terms of employment initiatives the Council will continue to work with all relevant stakeholders through the County Development Board and the County Social Inclusion Measures group in promoting and developing programmes in accordance with Government strategy leading to alignment of skills with enterprise needs. Particularly the Council will work closely with the Local Development Companies, Dodder Valley and CPLN, in the co-ordinated delivery of their Strategies and Action Plans in meeting the goals of the LCDP and specifically in relation to access to training towards job readiness and supporting local enterprise. Local enterprise centres at Killinarden, Brookfield, Bawnogue and Neilstown have been an integral part of this strategy. Occupation levels at the Centres have been consistently at a high level.

A full monthly update on the Council's Strategic Support towards business development and survival is provided at the Corporate Policy Group Meetings.



DRAFT STRATEGY            
Q16/0712
ELECTION POSTERS 


QUESTION: Councillor E. Walsh

Cé mhéad pionós a cuireadh ar pháírtíthe polaitiúla nó eagrais pholaitiúla de bharr sharú an spriocdháta maidir le tarraingt anuas na bpostaer toghchánaíochta.

An bhféadfadh leis an gComhairle iad siúd a bhí ciontach a ainmniú?

How many fines were imposed on political parties or political organisations having regard to the deadline regarding the pulling down of election posters?

Would the Council name the offenders?
REPLY:
Go dtí seo níl aon pionós gearrtha ar aon pháirtithe polaitiúla nó eagraíochtaí polaitiúla maidir le spriocdháta na bpóstaer toghchánaíochta a bhaint anuas.  http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/1997/en/act/pub/0012/sec0019.html#sec19 

Níl céad ag an Chomhairle iad siúd a ghearradh pionós orthu faoin Acht Bruscar a ainmniú faoin Acht um Chosaint Sonraí.

To date no fines have been imposed on political parties or political organisations having regard to the deadline for removal of election posters.http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/1997/en/act/pub/0012/sec0019.html#sec19
The Council is not permitted to name those fined under Data Protection legislation.

H6/0712
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H7a)/0612 
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE DWELLINGS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H7b)/0612  
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST IN FORMER LOCAL AUTHORITY DWELLINGS - 21 AVONMORE GROVE, TALLAGHT
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interests in the site hereunder.  The following have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in their property.

 Property                    Registered Owners                                    Fee Payable
21 Avonmore Grove      Cora Hogan                                                €40.96”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and RESOLVED:
“That South Dublin County Council, in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 disposes of the fee simple interest in the site as outlined in the foregoing report.  The following have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in their property.
Property                        Registered Owners          Fee Payable

21 Avonmore Grove       Cora Hogan                        €40.96”

H8/0712
RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR E. TUFFY AS CHAIRPERSON OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Councillor Eamon Tuffy was appointed Chairperson of the Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee by this Council at the Annual (Inaugural) Meeting in June 2009.    He has now submitted notification of his resignation from that position with effect from 31st August 2012.

It is now a matter for this Council to fill the vacancy in the chair of the SPC with the new appointment to be effective from 1st September 2012.”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:
“That Councillor P. Kearns be appointed to fill the vacancy in the position of Chairperson of the Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee with effect from 1st September 2012.”
H9/0712
RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR J. HANNON AS CHAIRPERSON OF THE ENVIRONMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Councillor John Hannon was appointed Chairperson of the Environment Strategic Policy Committee by this Council at the Annual (Inaugural) Meeting in June 2009.    He has now submitted notification of his resignation from that position with effect from 31st August 2012.

It is now a matter for this Council to fill the vacancy in the chair of the SPC with the  new appointment to be effective from 1st September 2012.”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan and RESOLVED:
“That Councillor J. Lahart be appointed to fill the vacancy in the position of Chairperson of the Environment Strategic Policy Committee with effect from 1st September 2012.”

H10/0712
VARIATION NO. 2, SECURITY PROTOCOL, CASEMENT AERODROME, BALDONNELL

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
Managers report on Variation 

Presentation on Variation
Environmental Report 


Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Land Use, Economic & Transport Planning presented the report to the Members. He outlined the background to the item, the outcome of the public display, the proposed amendments and the Manager’s recommendations, including a minor change to the wording of the proposed variation from that which had gone on public display. The revised wording is considered to be a clarification of the wording that went on public display.

Mr. Nevin drew the member’s attention to the Environmental Report.    He stated that this proposed variation did not give rise to a rezoning of lands but rather the insertion a protocol which would allow appropriate development on already zoned lands without compromise to the security zone.  He further reiterated that with respect to the zoning of the lands this matter including the environmental effects was considered by the member’s during the Development Plan process. 

Mr. Nevin recommended that Members to approve the Variation.
Councillor M. Corr acknowledged the work and follow through which had taken place by management and staff on this matter since the adoption of the County Development Plan.  

A debate followed with contributions from the Mayor, Councillor C. King, and Councillors E. Tuffy, P. Cosgrave, T. Delaney, G. O’Connell and M. Devine.   With the exception of Councillor P. Cosgrave, who stated that he would be voting against acceptance, these Members stated that they would be supporting the proposed Variation.

The main points of discussion were:

· Concerns of residents in Rathcoole Village which had been to a large extent mitigated

· Success with which management had carried out negotiations with the Minister and Department of Defence (which had previously not been possible) and the opportunity for the Council to now capitalize on that approval
· Environmental impact with particular emphasis on removal of hedgerows and role of the Council’s Strategic Environmental Assessment Team
· Extend of power of local authority in relation to signage along the N7 and remit of NRA in same
· Implications of the variation in terms of existing development restrictions on residents in the Newcastle/Peamount area
· Concern regarding GAA development

· Potential for employment opportunities 
Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Services, responded to Members and stated that the role of the SEA Team was separate to that of the Development Control Team within the Planning Department:  they view proposals from a completely different prospective and identify environmental impacts which can be mitigated.  He also informed Members that the NRA was responsible for signage on the N7 and takes a very strong view of what is appropriate and legal.  The issue of advertising hoarding on private lands would be dealt with by the local authority.

The Mayor, Councillor C. King, then called for a roll call vote the result of which is as follows:
FOR:

 
TWENTY (20)
AGAINST:
   
TWO (2) 
ABSTAINED:  
TWO (2) 
ABSENT:
   
TWO (2)
FOR:   
Councillors C. Bond, B. Bonner, C. Brophy, E. Coburn, M. Corr, T. Delaney, AM. Dermody, M. Devine, M. Duff, T. Gilligan, J. Hannon, C. Jones, P. Kearns, C. King, J. Lahart, W. Lavelle, D. Looney, M. McDonagh, G. O’Connell, E. Walsh

AGAINST:     Councillors P. Cosgrave, G. Kenny

ABSTAIN:
Councillors E. Higgins, E. Tuffy

ABSENT:
Councillors B. Lawlor, T. Ridge
In view of the outcome of the roll call vote it was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED that:
“In accordance with Section 13 of the Planning and Development Acts 2000 – 2010 and  the Planning & Development (Strategic Environment Assessment) Regulations, 2004 Variation No. 2 to the South Dublin County Development Plan 2010-2016 is hereby approved”. 

H11/0712
APPLICATION FOR A COUNTYWIDE GRANT

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for a Countywide Grant
Application for a grant under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of grant to this organisation, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group        
	Type of Application  
	Date of Application
	Amount  

	GF2075
	Muscular Dystrophy Ireland
	Social Inclusion, Equality & Anti-Poverty Grant
	23/01/12
	€800


The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:
“That South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grant as recommended in the foregoing report.”

H12/0712
PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF THE PUBLIC-RIGHT-OF-WAY OVER DISUSED SECTION OF DALETREE ROAD, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24.  MAP REF. RE 1120

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The attached report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2), on 18th June, 2012.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor C. Bond and AGREED:
That this Committee recommends to the Council that the Public Right of Way over disused section of Daletree Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown coloured red on Drawing No. RE: 1120 be Extinguished.
The decision regarding the Extinguishment of a Public Right of Way is a reserved function of the Council.

 If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:

“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 herby orders that the public right-of-way over disused section of Daletree Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown coloured red in Drawing No. RE: 1120 be Extinguished.” 

The following report was submitted to the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting on Monday, 26th March, 2012. 

“Some years ago the Daletree Road was re-aligned at its junction with Oldcourt Road.  This resulted in a disused section of Daletree Road shown shaded red on Map Ref: RE 1120.  This former roadway is registered to Maplewood Developments and Ellier Limited.  Solicitors for Maplewood Developments have informed the Council that these lands are the subject of a “contract for sale” and have requested the Council to initiate the procedure to extinguish the public right of way over this former roadway.” 

Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure. 

“The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in the Echo on Thursday 5th April, 2012 and signs were erected on site in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993.  The latest date for receipt of objections, representations and requests for an oral hearing was Monday 28th May, 2012. 

No submissions were received. 

Public Lighting have reported that there is no cabling in this area and its disposal would cause no issues.   

Water Section report     No Watermain implications. 

Drainage Section
Surfacewater Sewer: No surfacewater implications

Foul Sewer:       No foul sewer implications                                   

Bord Gais have reported - no gas mains inside the site boundary.

Eircom -  There is no impact on any Eircom network at this location

UPC does not have underground services within the area of the proposal. 

ESB require to be contacted before any works commence. 

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way is a reserved function of the Council. 

Any recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the Council.”

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by the Mayor, Councillor C. King, and RESOLVED:
“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 herby orders that the public right-of-way over disused section of Daletree Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown coloured red in Drawing No. RE: 1120 be Extinguished.”
H13/0712
ANNUAL REPORT

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Section 221 of the Local Government Act sets out the requirements in relation to the preparation of the Annual Report. 

221.—(1) (a) Not later than the 30th day of June in each year, every county council and city council shall each prepare and adopt a report (to be known as the annual report) in relation to the performance of its functions during the preceding year and shall as soon as may be furnish a copy of the annual report to each member of the county council or city council, as the case may be, and to such other persons as it may consider appropriate.
In accordance with the above the Draft 2011 Annual Report is attached and  the following resolution of the Council is now required.

“That the Annual Report 2011 be adopted in accordance with Section 221 of the Local Government.”

Annual Report 


The report was NOTED and it was proposed by the Mayor, Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor C. Jones and RESOLVED:
“That the Annual Report 2011 be adopted in accordance with Section 221 of the Local Government Act 2001.”
The Mayor informed Members that the Annual Report would be fully translated and published bilingually.
CORRESPONDENCE




Ministerial
Co1/0712     
Letter, dated 8th June 2012, from Minister for Environment regarding charges for Water Meters (M9/0512)
Co2/0712     
Letter, dated 18th June 2012, from Minister for Jobs regarding Cloud Computing for Grange Castle (M7/0212)

Co3/0712
Letter, dated 2nd July 2012, from Minister for Environment regarding National Waiver System (M9/0112)

On a Point or Order, Councillor Looney requested that the relevant Government Department be advised of the members’ dissatisfaction with the delay in issuing this response.  
Co4/0712
Circular: PH 2/ 2012:  Draft Guidelines for Planning Authorities Consultation Document  June 2012 - Closing Date for receipt of submissions: 4.00 p.m. on Friday 7th September, 2012

Other
Co5/0712
Letter, dated 13th June 2012, from Galway City Council to Minister for Environment regarding their two motions passed in relation to (i) Charges for Water Meters & (ii) Establishment of Irish Water
Co6/0712
Letters, dated 29th June 2012, from Leitrim County Council regarding (i) Travel Passes for under 16 Children with Disabilities;  (ii) Trafficking of Women and Girls for Sexual Exploitation

Co7/0712  
Letter, dated 2nd July 2012, from Clare County Council regarding Water Charges for Non-Commercial and Voluntary Sector
Co8/0712
Letters, dated 5th July 2012, from South Tipperary regarding (i) Glanbia Milk Processing Plant;  (ii)  National Positive Ageing Strategy

Co9/0712
Letter dated 5th July 2012, from Limerick County Council regarding Closing of Rural Garda Stations
Co10/0712
Letter, dated 5th July 2012, from Dublin City Council regarding the release of Marian Price.
The above letters were NOTED.


  
MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
M1/0712
WASTE LICENCES 

It was proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:
“That this council calls on the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to revoke Greyhound Waste License.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed, a letter will issue to the Environmental Protection Agency on behalf of the Council’s Elected Members requesting that the licence issued to Greyhound Recycling & Recovery be revoked.”
Councillor T. Gilligan opened the debate by referring to a number of incidents of non-compliance with the conditions of its (Greyhound R & R) waste licence in their failure to control odours and storage of waste on site, and asked Members for their support on this motion.


A lengthy debate followed to which Councillors Lahart, Cosgrave, Brophy, Devine, Lavelle, Jones, Tuffy, O’Connell, Kenny and King made considerable contributions.

Members raised many issues in relation to Greyhound R & R: some felt that it was incumbent on the Local Authority to take a strong view on waste disposal, notwithstanding any EPA investigations pending, and stated that consumers needed to be confident that waste was being managed in a responsible way.

Members also felt that, since purchasing the operation from the Council,  Greyhound R & R had treated residents with disdain and claimed that new legislation controls needed to be introduced by government to enable local authorities to have a supervisory role with primary providers in their areas.  A number of Members stated that in a recent questionnaire on reform of local government that the issue of waste collection and permits had featured as being an area in need of change.

Councillor C. Jones queried the practice of some other operators advocating the use of the black bin for both types of waste with no segregation.  She also expressed concern and asked the Manager for a comment on the problem of trucks reversing up small roads at high speed endangering residents, and if it might be possible to arrange a meeting with An Garda Siochana to discuss this particular issue.   Councillor G. Kenny asked the Manager to explain again why the service had been sold to Greyhound R & R.

Mr. J. Quinlivan, Director of Environmental Services, responded to the issues raised and outlined the responsibility of the various agencies in relation to waste collection: waste permits are issued by local authorities and this is now managed nationally by Offaly County Council while waste licenses are issued by the EPA.   He gave an undertaking to write to the EPA expressing the Members concerns and stated that any breaches of waste licenses would be investigated through that authority and prosecutions, if necessary, would follow.  All renewing and revoking of licenses would also be dealt with by that agency.

Mr. Quinlivan stated that a new policy on waste was expected in late July but as yet the Council did not have any information on its contents.  He stated that he was not aware of the practice of mixing waste in bins but stated that any breaches of permits should be reported to the relevant agency.  The matter of road safety would be reported to An Garda Siochana for their comment.


Mr. Quinlivan further reiterated that the purchase of the service from the Council by Greyhound R & R had been dealt with at length on previous occasions in the Council chamber, and that the Council no longer had any involvement in waste collection.


Councillor W. Lavelle requested a copy of the waste permit be circulated to all Members. Mr. Quinlivan stated that these would be freely available on public records but that he would circulate a sample permit to Members. 

The Mayor, Councillor C. King, suggested that a broader discussion take place at a future date with the relevant SPC.
AMENDMENT: Councillor E. Tuffy proposed an amendment to the Motion, namely that a copy of the correspondence to the EPA be sent to the Minister for the Environment and Local Government. This was seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and AGREED.

The amended motion was PASSED.
M2/0712
ABANDONED HOUSES 
It was proposed by Councillor M. Devine, seconded by the Mayor, Councillor C. King:

“That the Manager give a report on what action(s) can be taken in the case of semi or abandoned homes that are not Council stock but attract anti-community behaviors that seriously disrupt and cause misery to surrounding neighbors.”
REPORT:
“Anti-social behaviour on privately owned land is a matter for the Garda Siochana and the owner of that property. 

If a vacant and unsecured site is seen as a potentially dangerous or derelict place, the Council has powers under Dangerous Building (Local Government Sanitary Services Act 1964) or Derelict Sites legislation to take action to remove such danger/dereliction.

These powers range from the issuing of Notices requiring the undertaking of remedial works, the carrying out of works and recovery of costs, prosecution for non-compliance or seeking of court orders to compel compliance and ultimately the compulsory acquisition of the sites in question.”
The Report was NOTED.
M3/0712
DIRECT PROVISION ACCOMMODATION 

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by the Mayor, Councillor C. King:

“That this Council requests the funders i.e. the HSE, and any relevant government departments involved in the administration and provision of Direct Provision Accommodation within the county, to provide a written statement in relation to the well-being of residents in particular children who are currently housed within this county with a view to providing and ensuring appropriate social activities are available for residents and to make a statement that the accommodation complies with all relevant standards.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the terms of the motion will be conveyed to the HSE and relevant government departments.”
Councillor M. Corr expressed her concern on this matter for some time.  She stated that the work done by the Council’s Social Inclusion Section was exemplary but that many issues were beyond their remit.  She went on to state that many refugees and asylum seekers had engaged in the social credit scheme and requested recognition from the Council on this matter.  Councillor Corr requested a meeting, or preferably a presentation from the HSE to the Housing SPC, in relation to the whole area of Direct Provision Accommodation.


AMENDMENT: The following amendment was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and agreed:
“This Council also invites the HSE to give a presentation to the members of SDCC with regard to the system of Direct Provision.”


Councillor M. Devine wished to give her support to the motion and amendment.

Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, stated that he would be amenable to take the matter to the Housing SPC and undertook to investigate what scope there was within the Social Credit Scheme as requested by the Member.


The amended motion was PASSED.
M4/0712
 SIGNAGE 

It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:

“That this council welcomes the completion of the audit of road signage in architectural conservation areas and calls on the Manager to outline an approach in response to the audit’s findings”

REPORT:
“In June 2012 the Council carried out an audit of the condition and relevance of the signage in the 5 areas of Architectural Conservation in the County, Rathfarnham, Clondalkin, Tallaght, Lucan and Palmerstown Villages.

The audit has categorised the actions that need to be taken. The two main actions required are reinstatement or removal of signage identified in the survey. Detailed maps, descriptions and photographs are included in the Survey and will form the basis for the programming of the work required. 

The findings were as follows:-

No Scheme Boards Present at any of the Architectural Conservation Areas

22 Superfluous SDCC Signs (to be removed)

24 SDCC Signs to be repaired/replaced

7 Private Signs (in Lucan only) to be examined

In addition the Lucan Tidy Towns committee had independently carried out an audit for Lucan Village, this has now been submitted to the Council and is being cross referenced with the SDCC signage audit for Lucan Village.

Following a meeting with the Roads Maintenance Section it is intended that work will start immediately and be scheduled throughout the summer months.”
Councillor W. Lavelle expressed his gratitude to the Roads Department on completion of the audit.  Councillor J. Lahart and Councillor P. Kearns queried if the audit would extend to other areas.


Ms T. Walsh, Director of Development, Roads & Water Services informed Members that it was the objective of the Council to survey the entire county and that an audit of the rural villages would be the next phase of the county audit. 

 The report was NOTED.
M5/0712
ELECTION POSTERS / PÓSTAEIR THOGHCHÁNAÍOCHTA
It was proposed by Councillor E. Walsh, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon:

“Go ndearbhaíonn an Chomhairle seo go gcuirfidh sí an cód cleachtais dheonach mar a glacadh ag an gCoiste Comhshaol den Chomhairle seo i gcrích go huile is go hiomlán maidir le húsáid postaeir toghchánaíochta. 

That this Council affirms that it will implement its voluntary code of conduct as adopted by the Environmental Committee (SPC) with regard to the use of electioneering posters, in its entirety.”
REPORT: 

“Glacadh leis an gCód Cleachtais le haghaidh póstaeir Toghchánaíochta mar an cód oifigiúil ag Comhairle Contae Átha Cliath Theas ag cruinniú míosúil i bhFeabhra 2012. 

Mar chód cleachtais dheonach, tá a chuir i bhfeidhm mar chúrsa ag na páirtithe polaitiúla agus na hiarratasóirí toghchán.  
Tá an cód seo ag dul ar aghaidh go maith mar a d’iarr coiste na bailte slachtmhara i Leamhán le cúpla bliain agus tá fáilte roimhe ag na coistí bailte slachtmhara nua i gceantar eile don chontae.  

The Code of conduct for the Election posters was adopted as the official code of South Dublin County Council in relation to election posters at monthly Council meeting held in February 2012.

As a voluntary code, the implementation of the code is a matter for political parties and candidates for elections.

This code has been operating successfully at the request of the Tidy Towns committee in Lucan for a number of years and has been welcomed by the new Tidy Towns Committees in other areas of the county.”
Councillor E. Walsh opened the discussion referring to one of the recommendations of the voluntary code of conduct i.e. that all residential estates, with the exception of entrances, would be free of posters.  He cited an incident where one political party had failed to remove posters even though it had been contacted informing it of the breach of statutory legislation and he found this attitude most disappointing.

Councillor J. Hannon supported the motion and felt that the significance of election posters was hugely overrated.  He stated that he understood that reports on the operations of the voluntary code were to come before Area Committee meetings, and also requested that the Council’s Voluntary Code of Conduct be forwarded to the Minister for the Environment and the headquarters of all Political Parties.  He also suggested that the matter be taken to Area Committees in September.

Councillor M. Devine expressed regret that Councillor Walsh felt the need to publicise a particular political party in this regard, a view which was upheld by Councillor P. Kearns.

Councillor C. Jones stated that she had misgivings with the current voluntary code and also was unsure of what the motion was requesting the Council to do.

Councillor D. Looney considered election postering to be a great advantage to incumbents and felt that new election candidates should be aware of how restricted they should be in postering.  He supported the code but with reservations.

Councillor E. Walsh responded to the Members comments and stated that the voluntary code depended on the goodwill of all concerned.

The motion was AGREED.
M6/0712
THE GATHERING 

It was proposed by Councillor E. Higgins, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy:

“That the Manager actively engages with community groups throughout the county to encourage our villages to participate in The Gathering 2013.”
REPORT:
“South Dublin County Council in partnership with South Dublin County Tourism is working on a range of events to mark The Gathering 2013. Recently, a briefing session was hosted in the City by the body charged with co-ordinating the Gathering events around the country, and this session was attended by an official from SDCC.  The Council will continue to assist the communities hosting festivals around the county with a view to building on them each year, and will examine any reasonable opportunity to mark The Gathering in the process. 

While the Councils have been encouraged to consult with communities in regard to The Gathering, it has also been made clear that there is no grant aid available from central government to fund any initiatives. However, while working within this constraint, this Council along with South Dublin County Tourism hopes to have a significant programme of events across the County to mark The Gathering in an appropriate manner and it is expected that these events will have a very positive economic impact on the County and on the businesses and jobs in the area.    

The following document outlines South Dublin County Tourism's plans for The Gathering 2013:                                                                                                                                             South Dublin County Tourism
The Gathering Dublin 2013 
Introduction
South Dublin County Tourism (SDCT) is the lead agency in the development and promotion of South Dublin County as leading conference, event and sports destination. SDCT has, since 2009, assisted its members in securing large scale events for the county that have attracted significant additional income into the county and assisted in both job retention and job creation amongst the resident population.   

At a the board meeting of SDCT in December 2010, it was unanimously agreed to investigate the possibility of participating in The Gathering 2013 that would be unique, creative and most importantly attract additional incoming visitors to South Dublin County. As an organisation specializing in business and sports tourism, the company believes it has developed a very unique product for The Gathering Dublin 2013 that will showcase the facilities of the destination to its best advantage.

SDCT proposes to host up to twenty international tournaments featuring different sports, culture and art genres and focusing primarily on several of the most important tourism markets, USA, UK, Canada and Europe.

In terms of tourism to Ireland, preliminary 2010 statistics from Failte Ireland indicates that Europe including UK and North America including Canada are the most important tourism markets with respective country visitor numbers of 4.7 million and 853,000. As such, SDCT will focus efforts on these regions for this local initiative. 

 Background
At the Global Irish Economic Forum 2011, an initiative was announced by Tourism Minister Leo Varadkar, who described it as “an invitation to the world to come and join in Ireland’s renewal."

“The Gathering will be a year-long program of events, festivals and fun designed to bring record numbers of visitors.”

Such a boost to tourism is predicted to generate an extra €399 million for the Irish economy. Every town and village in Ireland will be asked to participate in the events, which will be aimed primarily at the Irish Diaspora, as well as people with an interest in the country.

The main focus of The Gathering Ireland will be a series of flagship festivals throughout the year, both existing and new, along with special interest spin-off events, designed to showcase Irish arts, food, sports, genealogy, family heritage, learning, science and hospitality. The initiative was officially launched with a number of special events on St. Patrick’s Day 2012.

Tourism Ireland stated that The Gathering could generate up to €399 million for the Irish economy and create 2,000 jobs.

"There are a lot of people with Irish connections or a fondness for Ireland who have a vague plan to get here some time -- we want to light a fire under them and get them here in 2013," said Fáilte Ireland CEO Shaun Quinn.

Why the USA market?  
Unique within the Island of Ireland, South Dublin County possesses 3 venues with a strong association with the top three sports in the USA, namely Basketball, Baseball and American Football. 

Basketball
Tallaght is home to the National Basketball Arena and the national association, Basketball Ireland. Both the venue and the organisation have strong links and association with American players and college teams. The venue recently had the ultimate demonstrators of the game in hosting the visiting Harlem Globetrotters in 2011.

American Football
Tallaght Stadium is a recent addition to the sports venue portfolio of the county. With approximately 6,000 seat capacity, the stadium has hosted a wide variety of international and domestic sports. In 2012, the stadium will host the Shamrock Bowl, the Irish league final of the Irish American Football Association. 

Baseball
Much of the interest generated in Baseball over the past few years can be attributed to the dream of a generous sponsor and the development of a purpose-built National Baseball Facility in Clondalkin. 

Irish-American Peter O'Malley, former owner and President of the Los Angeles Dodgers Baseball organisation, first met with the Irish Baseball & Softball Association in 1994. Having already developed baseball fields in the Dominican Republic, Nicaragua and China, O'Malley pledged $140,000 to the building of an Irish Baseball facility.

Building on the site began in June of 1997 and both fields were officially opened for play on July 4th, 1998. The facility incorporates a regulation sized adult field and an international standard Little League field. The fields are located in Corkagh Demesne Park in Clondalkin. The fields are the centrepiece of Baseball activity in Ireland and play host to regular season league games for adult and youth teams as well as international fixtures.

With the addition of this purpose built National Baseball Facility the total number of youth and adult baseball teams and the profile of the sport is expected to grow significantly over the coming years

 Summary: 
SDCT proposes to develop and execute different tournaments that will run in July 2013. Tapping into the colleges in the USA with a strong Irish association, it is proposed the recruit 6 colleges for each sport. As the company did not want a one off event in 2013 South Dublin County Tourism aspires to a playoff every 2 years, the teams will play for a sponsored trophy. 

Why the UK Market? 
Youth Soccer
Again, taking advantage of the venues in the county, Tallaght Stadium is beautifully positioned to host the soccer tournament in July 2013. South Dublin County Tourism proposes to recruit six youth teams from clubs with a strong Irish association. Again, the hope would be to build to a repeat tournament that would become a regular feature on the summer soccer programme.

Cricket
When Kevin O’Brien hit the fastest World Cup Century of all time and Ireland beat England in India last year, there have been healthy signs of real growth in cricket in South Dublin County.

Adamstown Cricket Club was founded in April 2009 and is based in Corkagh Park. Following the same approach as the other sports, 6 teams from England, Wales and Scotland will be invited to play in the invitational tournament.

Now that The Gathering 2013 has gained momentum, SDCT has augmented the programme of activity based on the primary remit of The Gathering 2013 – that of bringing additional numbers of visitors into the country. With a sharp focus on youth teams, SDCT anticipates that additional family members will travel to participate in the event. We know that there are 5,000 travelling to Dublin to support the college teams playing in September this year. South Dublin County Tourism has added international art, bridge, cycling, Irish dancing and photographic competitions to the festival. We have also received requests to host chess, golf, boxing, canoeing, rugby, taekwondo, poker, rhythmic gymnastics and pipe band competitions.

Running with the current programme, South Dublin County Tourism estimates at least 60 days of activity under The Gathering Dublin 2013.

As we hope to schedule to host up to twenty tournaments focusing on sport, culture and the arts, we have had expressions of interest from several parties in relation to sponsorship and are currently developing sponsorship packages. 

Working closely with South Dublin County libraries, we are researching the 20 most popular Irish Family names in the county. We will then ask county residents with that surname to nominate themselves as an ambassador for the family. Each trophy will be named after a family i.e. The American football trophy could be named after the Byrne clan. This will assist in building the identity and brand of this cultural event.

SDCT intends to build an ambassador training programme for the events. Drawing from the active retired community in the county, the ambassadors will undergo training in customer service, event management, health & safety and local history/ culture.  The ambassadors will be the friendly face at each of the tournaments throughout the year.

The 13 member hotels of SDCT have agreed to give an allocation of rooms at €13 for the duration of the events. We intend to name a week each month after an Irish family name and if a visitor checks in to a member hotel with proof of the family name (passport etc) and subject to availability, the visitor will receive accommodation at the discounted rate. 

Operation
South Dublin County Tourism (SDCT) is the lead organiser for this proposal and the programme has an increased likelihood of success due to the high level of support received from numerous strategic partnerships and alliances.

Additional partners supporting the proposed project are as follows:

· South Dublin County Council

· South Dublin County Sports Partnership

· South Dublin Sports Development Officer, SDCC

· County Dublin Vocational Education Committee

· Basketball Ireland

· Baseball Ireland

· Irish American Football League

· Corkagh Park

· National Basketball Arena

· Tallaght Stadium

· Irish Family Ancestry

· Leinster Cricket

· Cricket Ireland

· Cycle Ireland

· Elaine Kavanagh, ADCRG Irish Dance Teacher

· Contract Bridge Association of Ireland

· Tallaght Photographic Society

· Corkagh Fisheries 

· Tallaght Community Council 

Marketing
The Gathering Dublin 2013 is registered to South Dublin County Tourism as a company trading name. South Dublin County Tourism has registered the www.thegatheringdublin.com  and www.thegatheringdublin.ie. 

The brand, logo and website are under construction. The company is also augmenting the features of the mobile app iGuideSouthDublin and will have a dedicated app. for the Gathering Dublin 2013. 

	Event
	Venue
	Date in 2013 

	American Football 
	 
	 

	Shamrock Bowl (Irish College Teams)
	Tallaght Stadium
	July 

	Atlantic Cup (Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg & IRL)
	Tallaght Stadium
	July

	US College Tournament 
	Tallaght Stadium
	August 

	Basketball 
	 
	 

	Men’s Tournament
	NBA
	TBC

	Woman’s Tournament
	NBA
	TBC

	European Tournament
	NBA 
	 

	Baseball 
	 
	 

	Men’s V National Irish Team 
	National Baseball Facility, Corkagh Park 
	June Bank Holiday Weekend 

	International Men’s Tournament (US, UK & Irl)
	National Baseball Facility, Corkagh Park 
	Mid July 

	Cricket
	 
	 

	Men’s Tournament 
	Adamstown Cricket Club, Corkagh Park
	July 

	International Youth Tournament 
	Adamstown Cricket Club, Corkagh Park
	July 

	Soccer
	 
	 

	Youth Tournament 
	Tallaght Stadium 
	TBC

	Ladies Tournament
	Peamount United FC 
	TBC

	Cycling 
	 
	 

	Adults Tournament 
	Corkagh Park 
	TBC

	Youth Tournament
	Corkagh Park
	TBC

	Boxing 
	 
	 

	International Tournament
	TBC
	TBC

	Bridge
	 
	 

	Invitational bridge tournament
	Citywest Hotel
	February 


Additional event to be confirmed include chess, photography, rugby, art, charity event, golf, taekwondo, poker, canoeing and rhythmic gymnastics. 

	Date 
	Provisional Activity Plan Activity 

	January / February 2012
	Initial meeting with Michael Ring TD Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism & Sport. Partnership with Irish Family Ancestry.  

	March
	Secure and meet key partners.  Contact Teams from USA and UK 

	April 2012 
	Source quotes for marketing, training and events. Submit funding application x 3 to Fingal LEADER Company Secure sport and cultural partners. 

	May 2012 
	Source match funding and sponsorship. Issue invitations to visiting teams. Source international and national media partner. Application to Fáilte Ireland 

	July 2012 
	Launch The Gathering Dublin 2013. International and National Brand and website development. Meet local community groups to discuss local ambassador training

	August 2012 
	Finalise events listing. Finalise website content and representation. 

	September 2012
	Finalise local ambassador numbers. US/ UK/ Europe/ Canada media campaign Starts Begin social media campaign Advertising campaign on An Lar TV 

	October 2012
	Training for Local Ambassadors. 

	November 2012
	Locate Local Ambassadors through a local PR campaign and social media. Design and print 80,000 calendars. 

	December 2012/ January 2013 
	National and Local PR Campaign Design and Print Newspaper, DL Flyers and Signage. Distribute DL Flyers through SDCT channels. Logistic and Operational Preparation 

	February 2013 – October 2013 
	Ongoing PR Campaign Distribute tourism information newspapers to attendees 20 Tournaments Dates TBC”


Councillor E. Higgins thanked the Manager for the detailed and very positive report submitted.  She commended all involved and queried how the event would be marketed internationally.


The Mayor, Councillor C. King, endorsed Councillor Higgins’ comments and expressed his faith in the South Dublin Tourism Board.

Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, outlined a number of events which would take place in among others the Tallaght Stadium and Basketball Arena which it was anticipated would bring in up to 25,000 tourists to the County during 2013.  He also stated that the Council was engaging in a very positive way with communities on the event.

The report was NOTED.

At this point in accordance with Standing Order No 13, the Mayor agreed with the approval of the Members to take Motion 9 (M9) for consideration out of the sequence of listing on the Agenda
M9/0712
PLAY DAY 

It was proposed by Councillor E. Higgins, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy:
“That this Council commends all those involved in Play Day and that the Manager provides a report on the event.”
REPORT:
“National Play Day is an initiative supported by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs. Play has a vital role in the development of our children's lives, and National Play Day is aimed at providing children with an opportunity to play in both a fun and challenging environment. The theme for 2012 is "Experiment with Play."

South Dublin County Council is one of 25 local authorities across the country which hosted events to celebrate and promote play at a local level.  

National Play Day was celebrated by South Dublin County Council in conjunction with the County Childcare Committee at Corkagh Park on Saturday 30th June 2012. There was a wide variety of activities for young people to try out on the day, such as face painting, bubble blowing, street games, messy play, a magic show, a pet farm, balloon modelling, a reptile show, den building, bouncy castles, mad scientists experiments, a sand pit, arts and crafts and many more. 

While the rain showers which occurred on the day may have stopped some people from attending, those who did brave the elements seemed to really enjoy themselves regardless of the weather. 

Entrance on the day was free of charge, and an estimated three thousand people came along to enjoy the activities which started at 11.00 a.m. and concluded at 1.00 p.m.”     

Councillor E. Higgins congratulated all staff involved and commended their dedication to the initiative.  Councilor W. Lavelle joined in the congratulations and stated that this Council was an example to other authorities in this specific area.  The Mayor, Councillor C. King, and Councillor C. Jones wished to be associated with these comments and expressed the need for outdoor activities to continue regardless of our inclement weather.

Mr. H. Hogan thanked Members for the comments and undertook to convey the message to the staff concerned.

The report was NOTED.
M7/0712
VOLUNTARY HOUSING ASSOCIATION
It was proposed by the Mayor, Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Devine:
“That this Council calls on any Voluntary Housing Association that calculates FIS (Family Income Supplement) as assessable income in terms of their assessment of Rent to desist from this immoral and possibly un-Constitutional practice with immediate affect. FIS is a tax free payment made specifically to families on low incomes to support the family and is not calculated by this Council as income for the purposes of rent assessment or as income when assessments for medical cards are made and should be viewed the same way Children’s allowance is viewed in this regard”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the terms of the motion will be conveyed to Voluntary Housing Associations operating within South Dublin County.”

The Mayor, Councillor C. King, expressed his concern that residents of a particular housing association had reported this practice taking place.  This had not been done by other agencies in the past and asked the manager to comment.

A discussion ensued with contributions from Councillors P. Kearns, M. Devine, C. Brophy and G. Kenny.  The main issues raised referred to:
· If it were possible that the Council request written assurances from Housing Associations that this practice would not continue;
· That there was a need for regulation of Voluntary Housing Associations which currently did not exist.

Mr. H. Hogan undertook to forward the Members concern to all the Voluntary Housing Associations.  He accepted that there was currently no code or regulation for Voluntary Housing Associations but expressed a view that statutory regulations were imminent.  He confirmed that FIS is considered by the Council when assessment of housing need is being undertaken but is not considered as income for the purposes of calculating rent under the differential rent scheme. 
The motion was PASSED.


M8/0712
HOUSEHOLD CHARGE
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor D. Looney:
“That it is the view of this Council that any revised Household Charge or new Property Tax which is introduced by the Government for 2012 should be fair and equitable, must take into account the ability of householders to pay, and must not discriminate against householders in the Dublin Region including South Dublin County, and requests the Manager to convey this view to the Ministers of Finance and Environment, Community and Local Government.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the terms of the motion will be forwarded to the Minister and, when received, a copy of the reply will be circulated to the Members.”
Councillor E. Tuffy opened the debate by indicating that he fully supported the concept of the Household Charge as a first step towards introduction of a property tax.  He stated that the impression had been given that this was a source of local authority funding but this was not in fact the case, and it wouldn’t have gone far enough to tackle the serious difficulty with financing local authorities.   He said the recent campaign run by the government in relation to the Household Charge had not been well managed and that the main trust of any household tax should be that it is fair and equitable, and any property charge must be the same for similar properties regardless of where the property is located.


The Mayor Councillor C. King, and Councillors C. Jones, J. Hannon, J. Lahart, P. Kearns, D. Looney and C. Brophy all supported the Motion and the following points were raised:
· Property value was arbitrary and neighbours in similar properties did not necessarily possess the same ability to pay due to varying personal circumstances e.g., unemployment, pensioners etc.
· Many households who paid the current Household Charge were viewed as residents who could afford to pay when in fact this was not always the case (civic duty prevailing) and in this regard the Government were facing a significant challenge
· Need for this tax to fund Government services but must be paid by those with ability to pay
· Abolition of rates some time ago devalued the work of local authority representatives and management, and if this property tax is introduced in a fair and proper manner this would be very worthwhile
· Current Household Charge concept is unfair to local authorities as it means that the Local Government Fund is further cut to take into account monies collected.
Both Councillor M. Devine and Councillor G. Kenny stated that they could not support the Motion as they were opposed to Household Charges in principle.


The Mayor called for a Show of Hands vote and the result was as follows:

IN FAVOUR:

THIRTEEN (13)
AGAINST:

FOUR (4)
The motion was PASSED. 
M10/0712
PAYMENTS TO PARENTS WITH PARTIAL CUSTODY
It was proposed by the Mayor, Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns:
“That this Council calls on the Minister to intervene and provide direction in terms of Community Welfare Officers recent practice of removing payments to parents with partial custody (overnight access) of their children and only providing them with a single person's rent supplement which removes the possibility of those parents rights of overnight access to their children and undermines the Family and the decision by the Courts to grant access in some instances”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the terms of the motion will be conveyed to the Minister for Social Protection.”
The Mayor, Councillor C. King, spoke on the motion outlining payments involved and the rights of parents to be in a position to have a good relationship with their children.   He stated that CWO’s were, at their discretion, stopping elements of the payments and this was discouraging responsible parenting where parents want to be good role models to their children and have overnight access.
Councillor C. Jones spoke of the long-term damage to relationships between parents and children if they cannot have overnight access because of non payment of this allowance.  She stated that the current practice of dealing with cases by post was regrettable and considered face to face interaction as a more suitable method of communication.
Councillor C. Brophy and Councillor M. Devine supported the motion and felt that families experiencing the trauma of relationship break up should be receiving adequate support.

Councillor M. Corr stated that she had raised this issue with a CWO Manager and was assured this was not happening. She said she was given an assurance that cases would be examined where evidence of this happening could be given.
Councillor C. King cited three genuine cases in which he had been informed that the CWO had been directed by the Manager to remove such a payment.

Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, stated that the Council recognized the need to provide adequate and appropriate accommodation in these circumstances and applicants are given the necessary paperwork by the Council to produce to the CWO for a decision.  He undertook to examine individual cases and forward to the CWO where necessary.
The motion was AGREED and it was further agred on the proposition of Councillor M. McDonagh, seconded by Councillor G. Kenny that the Council write to the Minister for Social Protection for a comment on the matter.  

M11/0711
LANDFILL LEVY
It was proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan, seconded by Councillor M. McDonagh:
“That this Council objects to the Minister for Environment increasing the government landfill levy by 30%, from €50 to €65.”
In accordance with Standing Order No 20, Councillor T. Gilligan, having discussed the merits and appropriateness of the motion, withdrew the motion on leave obtained from a majority of the Councillors present.

The meeting concluded at 6.30 p.m.
At the conclusion of the meeting Councillor E. Tuffy commended Corporate Services Communications Unit on the recent South Dublin County Today publication which he stated was an excellent publication.  He further complimented the Manager and the former Mayor, Councillor C. Jones for their contributions. The Mayor, Councillor C. King, and Councillor J. Lahart wished to be associated with his comments.
Signed: _____________________________


 Mayor 

Date: _______________________________
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