Economic Development SPC Meeting 9th May 2012

REPORT
Attended

	Cllr M Devine
	Cllr W Lavelle

	Cllr E Coburn
	Cllr C Jones

	Cllr T Gilligan
	Cllr M Corr

	Cllr C King
	

	Cllr E Tuffy
	

	Mr G Robinson
	

	Mr D Anderson
	


Officials present:

Mr F Nevin – Director of Service

Mr C Ryan – Senior Planner

Mr  P Hogan – Senior Planner
Dr Rosaleen Dwyer – Heritage Officer
Mr T Shanahan – Administrative Officer

Apologies:  Cllr G O Connell
	Headed Item 1
Confirmation and Re-affirmation of Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting of Economic Development SPC on 15th February 2012 were proposed by Cllr E Tuffy and seconded by Cllr C King and agreed.
.

	Headed Item 2
Update on Business Support Programme; (2a)  Report on Traditional Urban Centres Working Group
Colin Ryan delivered a report on the above in particular the function that Tidy Towns could serve in achieving the objectives of the group. Details of historical walks for both Lucan and Rathfarnham villages were presented. 
Frank Nevin advised of the establishment of Cross Dept Group to progress objectives of the working group. In this regard Lucan Village will be a pilot area for this group. Cllrs Lavelle and Tuffy have circulated suggested attendees for a workshop. Further details, dates and attendees are to be agreed. 
Cllrs Lavelle, Cllr Jones and Donie Anderson raised the issue of signage/littering.

Contributions were also made by Cllr Tuffy and G Robinson who suggested that a presentation to the Chamber of Commerce Business to Business Forum in Lucan area might be appropriate to promote the efforts of the Working Group and gain support for their actions. 
Contributions were also made by Cllr E Coburn and Cllr M Devine. 
.  
(2b) Report on Economic Policy Working Group
Frank Nevin presented a report on the above. He advised the meeting that the Council are awaiting final consultants report on the review of the Section 48 Development Contributions Scheme but that in the absence of same the Working Group should meet to consider exemptions and reductions under the scheme. 
Following a question from Cllr Lavelle, Frank Nevin confirmed that the indicative timescale of the adoption of a new contribution scheme by the end of 2012 is still the objective. 
Date agreed for Working Group of 8.30 on Wed 30th May to consider draft exemptions and reductions under the scheme. 

	

	Headed Item 3: Update on the Business Support Programme
(a)  Business Support
F.Nevin delivered update on Business Support Programme advising report is amended/shortened version but that historical info is available on CMAS for earlier reports. 
The report addressed items b)-d). 
(b)  Energy update
(c)  IEN activity
(d)  Item referred from March Council Meeting
The motion in question was discussed and the report provided at the Council meeting presented to the committee. 
Cllr Lavelle raised matters relating to the motion in particular to actions that could be taken to support entrepreneurs and small scale start up businesses. 
Cllr Tuffy supported the motion and suggested that the intentions of the motion be referred to the Economic Policy Working Group. 
Frank Nevin welcomed the suggestion and it was agreed that items below form part of the agenda for the working group meeting on 30th May.
 - IEN/IEZ
 - Identification of meeting spaces in county for IEN. 

	

	

	Headed Item 4
Submission on the National Children's Hospital
Paul Hogan delivered a presentation on the Councils submission and F Nevin gave an update on the matter advising that the National Childrens Hospital Review Group will refer their recommendation to the Minister on 24th May for decision. 
Contributions and approval for the bid followed from Cllr C King, Cllr M Devine, Cllr E Tuffy, G Robinson, Cllr E Coburn, Donie Anderson. 

	Headed Item 5

The County Biodiversity Action Plan
Dr Rosaleen Dwyer presented the County Biodiversity Action Plan to the Committee. 
Contributions and questions followed from Donie Anderson, Cllr Maire Devine, Cllr Eamon Tuffy, Cllr Emma Coburn and Cllr William Lavelle and were addressed by Dr Dwyer. 

	Headed Item 6
Joint Economic Development & Transportation SPC  Report
Frank Nevin presented the report of the Joint SPC above and advised that the Working Group is to meet to further consider the matter at its next meeting on 22nd May. 

	Headed Item 7

AOB
No business.

	It was agreed to extend the duration of the meeting. The meeting ended at 19.15. 


