COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Annual Meeting held on 29th  June 2012


PRESENT
	Councillors
	Councillors

	Bond, C.
	Jones, C.

	Bonner, B.
	Kearns, P.

	Brophy, C.
	Kenny, G.

	Coburn, E.
	King, C.

	Corr, M.
	Lahart, J.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lavelle, W.

	Delaney, T.
	Lawlor, B.

	Dermody, AM.
	Looney, D.

	Devine, M
	McDonagh, M.

	Duff, M.
	O’Connell, G.

	Gilligan, T.
	Ridge, T.

	Hannon, J.
	Tuffy, E.

	Higgins, E.
	Walsh, E.




OFFICIALS PRESENT
	County Manager

	P. Poole



	Directors / Heads of Function

	P. Poole
C. Henehan, P. Murphy, T. Walsh, 
B. Coman, F. Nevin, J. Quinlivan

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Maguire, Y. Dervan,  H. Hogan,

L. Leonard, W. Sheils

	County Librarian
	G. Byrne

	Administrative Officers
	E. Leech 

	A/ Administrative Officer 
	M. O’Neill

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne 

	Clerical Officer 
	A. Shaw


The Mayor, Councillor C. Jones presided.

At the commencement of the meeting and in advance of the execution of statutory business as set out on the agenda, the Mayor welcomed all Members, management, staff, members of the Oireachtas and the public to the Annual Meeting 2012.  

The Mayor Councillor Jones paid tribute to the County Manager, the Management Team and all the staff of the Council with whom she said it had been a privilege to work alongside during her term as Mayor.  The dedication of the staff to their individual roles was too many to mention and the Mayor expressed a collective thanks to all.  She went on to speak about the negative comments which sometimes surrounds the public service but she had witnessed true commitment and passion for delivery of services in what had been a difficult year due to the number of staff retiring and she acknowledged the succession planning which had taken place.  The Mayor paid particular tribute to the staff of Corporate Services who service the Mayors Office. She also thanked the outgoing Deputy Mayor, Councillor P. Kearns, for all her work and assistance throughout the year, the Area Chairs and members of the CPG.  

Councillor Jones then went on to say that during her term she had tried to represent all Parties and was pleased with the make up of the Council which represented all age groups, and gender balance.

The Mayor stated that it had been quite an emotional year and she thanked her family and friends for their support and patience.

TRIBUTES TO OUTGOING MAYOR
Tributes were paid to the outgoing Mayor by Councillors, Kearns, Tuffy, Duff, Lahart, Brophy, Devine, Bonner, Lawlor, Jones, Kenny, Hannon, O’Connell, Cosgrave, Higgins and Lavelle.

All Members spoke of the finesse, flair and passion with which Mayor Jones carried out her duties, her fairness and hard work, and the commitment shown to the people of the County.  Members also paid tribute to Deputy Mayor Councillor P. Kearns.

The Manager, Ms P. Poole, on behalf of all the staff, thanked the Mayor and Deputy Mayor for their dedication throughout the year.  
Ms Poole acknowledged the concern and empathy shown by the Mayor during the severe flooding of October 2012 and outlined how she was present throughout the night with the major emergency co-ordination team in County Hall and early the next day she personally visited the homes and business of people affected by the flooding in the county. 
Ms Poole stated that as well as attending over 300 events and accepting no less then 10 awards on behalf of the Council, that the Mayor had worked hard on a number of initiatives including forging closer links between the local authority and the Primary, 2nd and 3rd Level educational institutions in the county, to achieve better educational and social development outcomes for children and young people of this county.   She also referred to some of the Mayor’s personal highlights of the year including representing the citizens of South Dublin County at the inauguration of President Michael D. Higgins, which had obviously made some impact as the President has already made several visits to South Dublin County.

In conclusion the Manager referred to the great enthusiasm shown by the Mayor during her entire term of office and thanked her for her promotion of the Council’s work and events during that time, and most recently for her input, advice and support for the South Dublin County Age Friendly Initiative, the Connect with Energy Project, the Connect with Education Conference and many more.  
H1/AM/12
ELECTION OF MAYOR / AN MÉARA
Councillor C. Jones called for nominations for Mayor.

Councillor C. King was proposed for Mayor by Councillor M. Devine, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy.

Councillor B. Lawlor was proposed for Mayor by Councillor C. Brophy, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge. 

A roll call vote was taken and the result was as follows:

FOR Councillor C. King:  14  (Fourteen)
Councillors C. Bond, B. Bonner, M. Corr, P. Cosgrave, M. Divine, M. Duff, C. Jones, P. Kearns, G. Kenny, C. King, D. Looney, M. McDonagh, G.O’Connell, E. Tuffy

FOR Councillor B. Lawlor:  8  (Eight)
Councillors C. Brophy, E. Coburn, T. Delaney, AM. Dermody, E. Higgins, W. Lavelle, B. Lawlor, T. Ridge

ABSTAIN: 4  (Four)
Councillors J. Hannon, T. Gilligan, J. Lahart, E. Walsh

As a result of the roll call vote Councillor C. King was elected Mayor for 2012/2013.

Before continuing with the Agenda Mayor King welcomed Deputy S. Crowe, T.D., Deputy A. O’Snodaigh T.D., and his own family and friends to the meeting and thanked all for their support.  He paid tribute to the work done by Councillor Jones and wished her well.
Mental Health

Mayor King stated that it was a great pride and pleasure to take on the responsibility of Mayor of South Dublin County. He stated his intention to use the office of Mayor to highlight the issue of Mental Health and to facilitate a gathering of interested groups and individuals to develop a strategy to promote mental health ‘well being’ for all age groups in South Dublin County.
Housing

Mayor King then outlined his other priorities for his year in office which will include a greater focus on housing issues, in particular the private rented sector and the delivery of the emergency homeless accommodation project for the county. 
Economic Development

The Mayor also confirmed that it was his intention to continue with the Council’s strategy to promote enterprise and employment and stated that he looked forward to working with the County Manager and staff to progress the innovative Sustaining and Developing Business Initiative in collaboration with partner agencies at local and national level. 

The Gathering

Mayor King concluded his speech by stating that he was looking forward to playing his role in the promotion of ‘The Gathering Dublin 2013’ a year long program of events, festivals and fun designed to bring record numbers of visitors to South Dublin County. He stated that as the lead agency, South Dublin Tourism will co-ordinate the hosting of a number of events making great use of the unique facilities and venues in South Dublin County which will put South Dublin on the map as one of the Country’s premium tourist destination in its own right and bring associated economic benefits to this county.

Mayor King went on to thank the outgoing Deputy Mayor, Councillor P. Kearns for all her work during her term of office.
H2/AM/12
ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR / LEAS MHÉARA
The Mayor Councillor C. King then called for the election of the Deputy Mayor.

Councillor G. O’Connell was proposed for Deputy Mayor by Councillor C. Jones and seconded by Councillor M. McDonagh.

Councillor W. Lavelle spoke on behalf of the Fine Gael party who would be supporting the nomination of Councillor O’Connell to the position of Deputy Mayor.

As there were no further nominations Councillor G. O’Connell was elected to the position of Deputy Mayor.

Mayor King congratulated Councillor O’Connell and stated that he looked forward to working closely with him during the coming year.

Councillor O’Connell thanked the Proposer and Seconder.  He also thanked the Fine Gael Party for their support.  He spoke of the need for restructuring within Local Government and looked with keen interest to suggestions from Minister for the Environment, Community & Local Government Mr. P. Hogan for a year of change in that area.

Councillor J. Lahart and Councillor M. Duff expressed their congratulations to the Member which they both felt was a fitting position due to his dedicated work within the community.

H3a)/AM/12
ELECTION OF AREA CHAIRPERSONS - CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE
The Mayor Councillor C. King called for nominations for election as Chair of the Clondalkin Area Committee.

Councillor M. McDonagh was proposed by Councillor B. Bonner and seconded by Councillor M. Devine. 

As no further nominations were received Councillor M. McDonagh was unanimously elected Chair of the Clondalkin Area Committee.
H3b)/AM/12
ELECTION OF AREA CHAIRPERSONS - LUCAN AREA COMMITTEE
The Mayor Councillor C. King called for nominations for election as Chair of the Lucan Area Committee.

Councillor E. Tuffy was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor C. Jones. 

As no further nominations were received Councillor E. Tuffy was unanimously elected Chair of the Lucan Area Committee
H3c)/AM/12
ELECTION OF AREA CHAIRPERSONS - TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE
The Mayor Councillor C. King called for nominations for election as Chair of the Tallaght Area Committee.

Councillor D. Looney was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor M. Corr.

As no further nominations were received Councillor D. Looney was unanimously elected Chair of the Tallaght Area Committee.
H3d)/AM/12
ELECTION OF AREA CHAIRPERSONS - RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE
The Mayor Councillor C. King called for nominations for election as Chair of the Rathfarnham Area Committee.

Councillor P. Cosgrave was nominated by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor M. Corr.

As no further nominations were received Councillor P. Cosgrave was unanimously elected Chair of the Rathfarnham Area Committee. 
Meeting concluded at 5.10 pm.

Signed_____________________________  Date:___________________________
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