COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 14th May 2012


	PRESENT 

	Councillors
	Councillors

	Bond, C.
	Jones, C.

	Bonner, B.
	Kearns, P.

	Brophy, C.
	Kenny, G.

	Coburn, E.
	King, C.

	Corr, M.
	Lahart, J.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lawlor, B.

	Delaney, T.
	Looney, D.

	Dermody AM.
	McDonagh, M.

	Devine, M.
	O’Connell, G.

	Duff, M.
	Ridge, T.

	Gilligan, T.
	Tuffy, E.

	Hannon, J.
	Walsh, E.

	Higgins, E.
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Deputy  County Manager
	P. Poole

	Directors / Heads of Function


	T. Walsh, B. Coman, C. Henehan,

F. Nevin, P. Murphy, J. Quinlivan

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Maguire, Y. Dervan,  M. 
Ni Dhomhnaill, H. Hogan, L. Leonard 

	Senior Parks Superintendent 
	B. Sheehan 

	Senior Planner
	C. Ryan

	Administrative Officers
	T. Curtin,  E. Leech

	A/ Administrative Officer 
	M. O’Neill

	A/ Staff Officer
	B. Gorman 

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne 

	I.T.
	C. Whelan 


An apology for inability to attend was received from Councillor W. Lavelle.
The Mayor, Councillor C. Jones, presided.

 H1/0512
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 16th April 2012 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor M. Duff.
H2a)/0512
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE - 10th APRIL 2012 DEALING WITH PLANNING, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS, DEVELOPMENT & WATER SERVICES
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants

Application for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF2090
	Ballyroan Community & Youth Centre
	Training Grant for Management of Community Centre
	21/03/2012
	€500

	GF2072
	Ballyroan Community & Youth Centre
	Employment Grant for Management of New or Existing Community Centres
	23/12/2011
	€30,000


It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the foregoing report.”

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor A.M. Dermody and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Rathfarnham Area Committee – 10th April, 2012 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

H2b)/0512
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) – 23rd APRIL 2012 - DEALING WITH COMMUNITY, (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, HOUSING  
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF 2079
	Order of Malta
	Major Equipment Grant
	16/02/12
	€2,000


It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff and seconded by Councillor C. Brophy and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve the payment of the above grant recommended in the foregoing report.”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Tallaght Area Committee (1) – 23rd April, 2012 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2c)/0512
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES -TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) – 23rd APRIL, 2012 -  DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & WATER SERVICES, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES 
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H2d)/0512
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE 18th APRIL, 2012 -  DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING, ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & WATER SERVICES, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for Arts Grants
Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	Agf:739
	Tower Sewing Club
	Funding requested for a set of 3 collaborative visual arts workshops with children aged 3+ years, all residents at the Tower Migrant Reception Centre in Clondalkin. The Arts Office recommends that a grant of €650 be made to help towards materials and artist support.
	13/03/2012
	€650


It was proposed by Councillor B. Bonner, seconded by Councillor T. Delaney and RESOLVED:
“That this committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grant as recommended in the forgoing report”

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Clondalkin Area Committee – 18th April 2012 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

H2e)/0512
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - LUCAN AREA COMMITTEE – 24th  APRIL 2012 - DEALING WITH PLANNING, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY, HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS, DEVELOPMENT & WATER SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H3/0512
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H4a)/0512
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - ENVIRONMENT SPC

The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED: 


(i)  Report of Meeting 1st May 2012
“Attendance

Members
Officials

Councillor John Hannon Cathaoirleach
John Quinlivan, Director Environmental Services 
Councillor Breda Bonner 
Yvonne Dervan, Senior Executive Officer

Councillor Emma Coburn
Maire NiDhomhnaill, Project Manager

Councillor Máire Devine
Sorcha O’Brien, Environmental Awareness 

Officer

Councillor John Lahart 
Joseph Bockarie, Senior Executive Engineer

Councillor Guss O’Connell 
Rosaleen Dwyer, Heritage Officer 

Councillor Eamonn Tuffy
Joanna Troughton, Environmental Health Officer
Councillor Eamonn Walsh 
Warren Phelan, RPS Group
Sectoral Interests

Connie Kiernan – Community Forum

Pat Lee

Mary Keegan

Apologies

Councillor Máire Devine 

Councillor Chris Bond 
Una Ruddock

Sherri Brennan 

               

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor John Hannon presided.
Item 1

Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 6th February 2012. 

Proposed by, Cllr Coburn seconded by Cllr Tuffy and Agreed 
Item 2

Matters Arising 

Cllr Hannon introduced welcomed Ms Keegan to the Environment SPC committee 
Item 3

DECLG public consultation on the review of the smoky coal ban regulations

A summary report on the “DECLG public consultation on the review of the smoky coal ban regulations” was provided by Joanna Troughton, Environmental Health Officer. Following contributions from Cllr Walsh, Cllr Bonner and Cllr Hannon , Ms  Troughton responded to the issues raised by the members and stated that South Dublin Count  Council  would be making a submission to the consultation process. The Deadline for submissions is 17th May 2012.
Item 4

2010 Annual report on the Dublin Waste Management plan 

Following an introduction to item 4 from Mr Quinlivan and Cllr Hannon a presentation on the “2010 Annual report on the Dublin Waste Management plan” was provided by Mr Warren Phelan RPS Group. Following contributions from Cllr Walsh, Cllr Tuffy, Cllr La Hart and Cllr Hannon Mr Phelan and Director of Services Mr Quinlivan responded to the issues raised by the members.

Item 5

Evaluation of the Waste Management Plan for the Dublin Region 

Following an introduction to item 5 from Mr Quinlivan a report on the “Evaluation of the Waste Management Plan for the Dublin Region” was presented by Mr Warren Phelan RPS Group. 

Item 6

Biodiversity Plan update

An update report on the Biodiversity Plan was provided by Rosaleen Dwyer, Heritage Officer. Following contributions from Cllr O’Connell & a request that the submission deadline be extended to the end of September, Ms Dwyer state that the consultation process could be extended to the end of September.

Item 7

Dumping in Mountains/upland area

Item 7 was not reached however following a contribution from Ms Kiernan a decision was made to set up a subgroup that would look at this item consisting of Cllr Hannon, Cllr O’Connell, Ms Kiernan and Mr Lee. It was also stated that PURE would be requested to present to the sub-group. 

Item 

A.O.B. 

The meeting concluded at 6.45p.m.”

The Report was NOTED.
(ii) Minutes of Meeting 6th February 2012
Attendance

Members
Officials

Councillor John Hannon Cathaoirleach
Philomena Poole, Deputy County Manager

Councillor Breda Bonner 
John Quinlivan, Director Environmental Services 
Councillor Emma Coburn
Teresa Walsh, Director Roads and Water


Councillor Máire Devine
Yvonne Dervan, Senior Executive Officer 
Councillor John Lahart 
Dermot Finch, Senior Engineer

Councillor Guss O’Connell 
Tom Moyne, Senior Engineer

Councillor Eamonn Tuffy


   Maire NiDhomhnaill, Project Manager
Councillor Eamonn Walsh 
Sorcha O’Brien, Environmental Awareness 
Officer 

Bernie Donnelly, Administrative Officer


Gerard O’Connell, Dublin City Council 

Sectoral Interests

Pat Lee

Una Ruddock

Apologies

Councillor Chris Bond 
Connie Kiernan – Community Forum

Sherri Brennan 

Mary Clare Wallace

                     

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor John Hannon presided.
Item 1

Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 7th November 2011. 

Proposed by, Cllr Devine seconded by Cllr Bonner and Agreed 
Item 2

Matters Arising 

Cllr Hannon introduced officials in new roles and wished them well. Item 8, Consultation on the Establishment of a Public Water Utility and the future funding of water services, on the agenda was moved up to follow item 3 the Waste Byelaws Review Progress Report 

Item 3

Waste Byelaws Review Progress Report 

Following an introduction to the item a “Waste Byelaws Review Progress” by Cllr Hannon a report was provided by Yvonne Dervan, Senior Executive Officer. Following contributions from Cllr O’Connell and Cllr Hannon, Ms Dervan responded to the issues raised by the members.
It was agreed that the initiation of the statutory procedure for the review of the bye-laws in accordance with Section 200 of the Local Government Act, 200l should proceed.

Item 8

Consultation on the Establishment of a Public Water Utility and the future funding of water services  

Following an introduction to item “Consultation on the Establishment of a Public Water Utility and the future funding of water services” by Cllr Hannon a presentation was provided by Tom Moyne, Senior Engineer. Following contributions from Cllr Devine, Cllr La Hart, Cllr O’Connell and Cllr Hannon, Mr Moyne and Ms Walsh, Director of Water and Roads responded to the issues raised by the members.

The presentation was noted and it was agreed that the matter should be discussed at the next meeting of the Full Council.

Item 4

No Junk mail report

A “No Junk Mail” report was presented by Maire NiDhomhnaill, Project Manager. Following contributions from Cllr Walsh, Cllr Devine, Cllr O’Connell, Cllr Tuffy, Cllr La Hart and Cllr Hannon, Ms Ni NiDhomhnaill & Director of Services Mr Quinlivan responded to the issues raised by the members.

The report was noted.

Item 5

Beautiful South Dublin County Competition Report 

A report on the “Beautiful South Dublin County Competition” was presented by Ms Sorcha O’Brien Environmental Awareness Officer. Following contributions from Cllr O’Connell and Cllr Hannon, Ms O’Brien responded to the issues raised by the members. 

Item 6

Dodder river CFRAMS (Catchment Flood Risk and Assessment Management) presentation

A report on the Dodder River CFRAMS (Catchment Flood Risk and Assessment Management) was provided, Dermot Finch Senior Engineer. Mr Finch stated that the consultation process is for three months following a launch of CFRAMS by Minister of State Mr Brian Hayes TD, on the 6th March 2012  

Item 7

Evaluation of the Waste Management Plan for the Dublin Region

Item 7 was not reached & will be placed on the next SPC agenda 

Item 9

A.O.B. 

The meeting concluded at 7p.m.”
The Minutes were NOTED. 
H4b)/0512
JOINT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/ TRANSPORTATION SPC (TO DISCUSS HGVs)
Report of Meeting 2nd May 2012
“Attended

	Cllr C Jones
	Mr G Robinson

	Cllr  W Lavelle
	Mr D Anderson

	Cllr E Tuffy
	Mr T Newton

	Cllr G O’Connell
	

	Cllr P Cosgrave
	

	Cllr T Ridge
	

	Cllr C Brophy
	

	Cllr AM Dermody
	

	Cllr C King
	

	Cllr  E Coburn
	


The meeting was chaired by Cllr Brophy, Chair of Transport SPC.

Officials present: Teresa Walsh, Frank Nevin, Andrew O’Mullane.

Apologies:  M Devine, P Kearns, E Higgins, J Kearns, N Durkan.

	Headed Item 1
HGV movement in the County.

F Nevin outlined the background to the meeting.

A O’Mullane presented the report.


	Contributions followed from E Tuffy, G O’Connell, G Robinson, W Lavelle, C Jones, T Newton, C King & P Cosgrave.
The following points were particularly noted :The need to support business activity was noted, balanced with appropriate safety requirements.

· Suggested tiered approach to restrictions in terms of location, vehicle type and times.

· Applicability of a County wide policy was questioned in the potential context of a tiered approach.

A O’ Mullane, F Nevin & T Walsh responded to members queries & comments.

It was agreed that a joint working group of the SPCs be established to examine the issues and report back to a joint meeting of the SPCs prior to July Council meeting, (subject to agreement at O & P & F).

Working group to consist of Cllrs, C Jones, G O’Connell, W Lavelle, C King E Tuffy & C Brophy and Mr G Robinson. It was suggested and agreed that Cllr Brophy chair the meeting. Date to be agreed with Cllr Brophy by T Walsh.


The meeting concluded at 7.15 pm.”
The Report was NOTED. 
H5/0512
REPORTS  REQUESTED  BY  AREA  COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
QUESTIONS  FOR  NOTING
It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan and RESOLVED:
“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions numbered Q1 – Q22 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
Q1/0512 
ADVERTISING SIGNS
QUESTION: Councillor M. Duff
To ask the Manager to detail the conditions for advertising signs erected by Estate Agents and Auctioneers: the sanctions for unapproved signs being erected: how these sanctions are applied and if they are being applied fairly across the county and if he will make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
Under the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) the following advertisements are considered to be exempted development (i.e. do not require planning permission);

Advertisements relating to the sale or letting of any structure or other land (not being an advertisement structure) on which they are exhibited, provided that the following conditions and limitations are complied with;

1. The area of any such advertisement shall not exceed (a) in the case of an advertisement relating to the sale or letting of a house, 0.6 square metres,  

(b) in the case of an advertisement relating to the sale or letting of any other structure or land, 1.2 square metres.

2. Not more than one such advertisement shall be exhibited on the structure or other land.

3. No such advertisement shall be exhibited, and no advertisement structure erected for the purpose of exhibiting such advertisement shall remain on the structure or land, for more than 7 days after the sale or letting to which the advertisement relates.

All complaints received by the Planning Authority in relation to signage erected by Estate Agents and Auctioneers are investigated in a fair and proper manner. Following investigation if it is found that the signage in question does not comply with the Exempted Development Conditions and Limitations (as detailed above), appropriate enforcement action is taken.

In relation to signs which are temporary in nature and exempted under the Planning Acts, the Litter Pollution Act permits the erection of signs only where the express written permission of the owner of the land/building upon which the sign is erected has been given. Where evidence of such permission cannot be produced the Estate Agent in question is liable to be fined under the Litter Pollution Act - such fines are €150. These signs are investigated routinely by the Council's Litter Wardens and fines are issued where confirmation of permission is not available. Fines can and are routinely appealed where the written permission can be provided.

Q2/0511
TIDY TOWNS

QUESTION: Councillor M. Duff 

Would the manager give a general update on the tidy town’s campaign and in Tallaght particularly and if she is satisfied and that the campaign is fully supported over all comminutes?


REPLY:
Over a hundred people attended the Tidy Towns Public Meeting held in Tallaght Stadium on Thursday 16th February this year. This was an information meeting with speakers from Lucan Tidy Towns, a Public Realm designer and a Tidy Towns adjudicator present with information stands from the Council, An Taisce, CCRI.  As a result of this meeting the organisation of meetings in local areas to encourage the formation of local Tidy Town groups was requested by local residents and elected members. Local Tidy Towns meetings have been held in the following locations throughout the County - 

· Clondalkin Civic offices 

· Lucan Griffeen 

· Palmerston 

· Rathcoole 

· Brittas 

· North Clondalkin 

· Rathfarnham

As a result of these events groups from various parts of localities have come together, contact has been made between residents, businesses and schools, Tidy Towns committees have been set up, clean -ups have been arranged and an active ownership of areas has been undertaken by the public. The Council has supported and promoted these events and will liaise with local groups.  

It is proposed to hold a local Tidy Towns meeting in IT Tallaght on Tuesday 22nd May in order to encourage the establishment of a Tidy Towns group in the Tallaght area. Local residents and groups will be invited to attend.

Q3/0512
DOG PARK
QUESTION: Councillor T.  Gilligan
To ask the Manager what the view is to install a “Dog Park” in parks throughout the County. Mainly Corkagh Park and Griffeen Valley. Similar to what is in Marley Park. (DLRcoco)?
REPLY:
A dog run has recently been completed in Corkagh Park and is available for use by the public. The dog run is located on the western side (Caravan Park / Naas Road side) of the park, and can be easily accessed via the Oak Avenue. The initial response from the public to the dog run has been very positive.

It is proposed to commence work shortly on a dog run in Griffeen Valley Park in Lucan with an expected completion date of the end of May.

It is also proposed to provide a dog run in Tymon Park, subject to identification of a suitable site and the availability of resources at that time. 

Q4/0512
N81

QUESTION: Councillor E. Higgins 

To ask the Manager to outline the Process by which the selected route   (once published) for the proposed upgrade of the N81 is written in to the County Development Plan and to explain what level of Consultation will be with the members of the public in Particular the residents living along the proposed route, and Elected Representatives?

REPLY:
The N81 is identified as a "major transport route on the national scale" in the Development Plan. and the "N81 from M50 to Hollywood Cross Road Improvement Scheme" as a long term roads objective. 

The Kildare National Road Design Office are in the process of preparing the Route Selection report for the above project. The public consultation processes held to date, along with significant analysis under a full range of headings will influence the decisions made by the design office. South Dublin County Council have been represented at Senior Engineer Level on the steering group for the N81. Every point of interest or concern raised by the public or elected members regarding the N81 has been brought to the attention of the design team. 

Q5/0512
HOUSING FINANCE AGENCY
QUESTION: Councillor G. Kenny

Can Council state how many Housing Finance Agency loans are they presently administrating and what is the average length of loans in terms of years?

REPLY:
The Council currently administers 74 loans on behalf of the Housing Finance Agency. The average original term on these loans is 25 years.

 Q6/0512
 HOUSING MAINTENANCE
QUESTION: Councillor C. King







To ask the Manager, is it envisaged that a similar number and type of Housing Maintenance requests will be dealt with this year as was delivered last year based on the similar budget that was passed by this Council last December and can the Manager make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
It is anticipated that the budget as adopted will allow sufficient funding to deal with a similar number and type of housing maintenance requests as for 2011.   However, every effort will be made to identify efficiencies in the area of Housing Maintenance as highlighted at the 2012 Budget meeting presentation on Division A and review procedures to make the service one which is more effective and cost efficient.   This in effect means that there will be strict adherence to Tenant and Council responsibilities with the exception of urgent and emergency requests.  

The Council completed 21,768 maintenance requests in 2011, which was a 93.10% completion rate and averaged at 2.4 requests per household.  This number of completions was the highest in the country based on the number of housing units.  4,814 maintenance requests were completed to the end of March for 2012.

  Q7/0512
NAMA

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle 

To ask the Manager, further to the motion agreed at the April meeting regarding Weston Airport, to outline the steps have been taken since to engage with the Kildare County Manager, NAMA and relevant government departments as requested in the motion?
REPLY:
Further to the relevant Motion being passed the letters as detailed in the Motion have issued, (copies attached).  A letter was recently received from NAMA (25/4/2012) and is included in Correspondence 4.  When other replies are received they will be brought to the member’s attention.
 Q8/0511
OUTDATED SIGNAGE
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle
To ask the  Manager, further to the motion agreed at the January Meeting to report in the Councils review of outdated signage for capital construction projects and superfluous signage and other urban clutter in Architectural Conservation Areas?

REPLY:
A review of the need for these signs is carried out annually. A County wide survey is underway to identify superfluous signage with a view to its removal where appropriate and the survey has commenced in the areas of Architectural Conservation, the expected timescale for completion of the survey is June 2012.  Removal of signage identified as superfluous will follow thereafter.

Q9/0512
POOLBEG INCINERATOR
QUESTION: Councillor B. Lawlor 
To ask the Manager how much this council has contributed to the pre-construction costs of the Poolbeg incinerator?
REPLY:
EU and National Waste Policy have set the context of objectives and hierarchies for the development and implementation of Dublin Regional Waste Strategies and Plans since the mid nineties. The key policy objective throughout successive Government Policies has been the diversion of waste from landfill and the ultimate replacement of landfill with the higher order treatment processes.

Irish Government Policy has been under review for a number years beginning with a process initiated by the last Minister for the Environment which was subsequently revised and re-initiated by the current Minister. The Minister has recently stated that a new National Waste Policy is imminent. It is believed to be expected in June.

In this context, Dublin City Council has recently announced a final extension of the period for a decision on whether to proceed with the construction phase of this project until 31st August 2012. This period is agreed to allow for the conclusion of any outstanding matters once the uncertainty around Waste Policy has been removed.

The attached report from the Dublin City Council sets out a detailed history of the project and the various and changing contexts within which the project has progressed to this point. 

Local Authority Cost Apportionment:
Dublin City Council has since the inception of the project in the late nineties incurred significant expenditure. Costs associated with planning, procurement, contract and site assembly have been incurred by the City Council and these costs continue to accrue as the obligations borne by the City Council on behalf of the Region are met. 

The total cost to September 2011 is set out in the table below. As part of the Region’s implementation of Government Policy, and it’s major significance more recently in terms of national interests, the project has been supported by Government through grants totalling €7.5m. Along with these grants, other costs have also offset leaving a total balance to be apportioned between the Local Authorities of €66.5m. 

	 
	Total Costs from start of project to September 2011 not already billed to other local authorities

	 
	 
	 

	Total Spent to date
	Land Acquisition & Client Rep
	€ 73,450,063.65

	Total Spent to date
	Feasibility & Public Consultation
	€ 6,259,878.69

	Less Commitments
	Land Acquisition & Client Rep
	-€ 926,742.63

	 
	 
	

	 
	Total amount spent on WTE from start to September 2011
	€ 78,783,199.71

	 
	 
	

	 
	Less: Refunds of costs received from Dublin Waste to Energy Ltd
	€ 4,537,048.00

	 
	Less: Grants received from DOE
	€ 7,562,256.09

	 
	Less: Costs to be attributed to WWTW
	€ 174,858.46

	 
	 
	

	 
	Total amount to be split between the DLA
	66,509,037.16

	
	
	
	
	


As with the costs of other waste infrastructure, such as the Arthurstown landfill and Ballymount Baling Station, the Dublin Authorities have agreed that the capital costs of waste infrastructure are to be recouped to the lead authority for each facility through an apportionment of costs in line with population. To date, this apportionment has been based on the 2006 Census figures and the apportionment is as follows - 

	Local Authority
	Population %

	Dublin City
	42.64

	Dun Laoghaire / Rathdown
	16.34

	Fingal County
	20.22

	South Dublin
	20.80

	 
	Total
	100.00

	
	
	


 Regional Apportioned Costs to September 2011:
To date, the amount of costs shared by the Region and recouped to Dublin City Council has totalled €43.3m. Totals paid to date by each of the Local Authorities is set out in the “Previously Billed” column of the table below while bills currently on hand to be paid are shown in the “To be paid now” column. 

	Local Authority
	Population %
	Share of Costs
	Previously billed
	To be Paid now

	Dublin City
	42.64
	€ 28,359,406.03
	€ 18,438,031.50
	€ 9,921,374.53

	Dun Laoghaire / Rathdown
	16.34
	€ 10,870,570.63
	€ 7,067,564.23
	€ 3,803,006.40

	Fingal County
	20.22
	€ 13,445,046.77
	€ 8,741,374.75
	€ 4,703,672.02

	South Dublin
	20.80
	€ 13,834,013.74
	€ 8,994,263.88
	€ 4,839,749.86

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	100.00
	€ 66,509,037.16
	€ 43,241,234.36
	€ 23,267,802.80


In this Council’s case, a total of €8.994m has been paid to the City Council to date. Another invoice of €4,839,749.86 is on hand and will be paid shortly.

Projected costs: 

The City Managers Report details the Local Authority obligations that remain outstanding – e.g. conclusion of land acquisition compensation negotiations etc. The report refers to a projected out turn net cost to the Region will be €100m. When the agreed apportionment is applied to this figure the liability for the Region breaks down as follows -

	Local Authority
	Population %
	Projected Contribution €

	Dublin City 
	42.64
	€   42.640m 

	Dun Laoghaire / Rathdown
	16.34
	€   16.340m 

	Fingal County 
	20.22
	€   20.220m 

	South Dublin 
	20.8
	€   20.800m

	 Total
	100
	€ 100m


South Dublin County Council’s liability will therefore come to a total of €20.8m at current projections. The Council has a clear financial and legal liability as a regional partner under the Dublin Regional Waste Management Plan and under the Project Agreement to cover it’s share of the costs associated with procurement, planning, contract and assembly of the site and an obligation to Dublin City Council to recoup the amounts incurred on this Council’s behalf as they arise.

It is anticipated that once the facility is operational, the entire outlay by the Local Authorities will be recovered and that the facility will ultimately provide an income stream for the Region.

Q10/0512
PART 8

QUESTION: Councillor B. Lawlor 

To ask the Manager to explain, the difference between a Part 8 Planning process and the standard planning process and the length of time that each granted permission can last?
REPLY:
Development carried out by, or on behalf of a local authority is dealt with under Part XI of the Planning and Development Act. Such development  is commonly called Part 8’s. The Planning and Development Act sets out the process for dealing with such proposals. These are separate to the statutory requirements pertaining to planning applications.

In essence the Part 8 process is a consultation process, whereby the Local Authority notifies interested parties and the public of its intention to carry out certain works. There is a monetary value, set by regulation, for triggering the Part 8 process. Following consultation a Managers report is presented to the members who may, by resolution, vary or modify the development or decide not to proceed with the development. There is no right of appeal nor is there any statutory time limit on Part 8’s. 

Planning applications are dealt under a separate section of the Planning and Development Act (Part III). Under certain specific conditions there is a right of appeal to An Bord Pleanala, an independent body. Unless specifically stated in the conditions of permission the lifetime for a planning permission is five years.

Q11/0512
FIRE SERVICE 

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
To ask the Manager, in light of recent changes to the fire service, to confirm who is liable to pay a call-out fee in the event of a person reporting a fire in another property, and to make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:
From the 16th January 2012, Fire Service Charges were extended by the Dublin Local Authorities to include call-outs and fire fighting services provided to domestic premises and road traffic accidents.  The call out charge for the first hour or part thereof are charged at €500 in respect of domestic alarms and €610 for road traffic accidents.   Additional hours or part thereof per fire tender are charged at €450 for domestic call outs and €485 for road traffic accidents.  Most home Insurance Policies cover fire call out charges and, in such cases, householders can recoup the charge under their policies. No charges will apply to local authority owned properties. Occupiers are encouraged to continue to call for Fire Brigade assistance as normal and as early as possible in a fire event.  An appeal system will be in place for cases of hardship.   

The liability for payment for the charge lies with owner of the premises or the vehicle. The caller will not be charged unless they are the owner of the premises or the vehicle.  There is no question of a person reporting a fire in another persons property being held liable.

All members of the public are advised as always to continue to call for Fire Brigade assistance as normal and as early as possible in the event of fire.  
Q12/0512 
DISTRESSED MORTGAGES
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
To ask the Manager to report on how many households are in distress with a Local Authority Loan/Mortgage in the SDCC area; what proportion of the total loan book this applies to; what supports are offered to households in such distress; what, if any, legal actions have been taken by SDCC to date; and to make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:

There are currently 146 council loan accounts showing more than then 3 months arrears of repayment (90 days is the standard used by Central Bank) and this represents 12% of the council’s loan book.

The council has a dedicated Loan Arrears Section which monitors all loan accounts and deals with customers who are experiencing difficulties in making their repayments. The staff in this section operate a policy of early intervention where accounts are falling into arrears and advises and works with customers who are in financial difficulty.

Mutually acceptable repayment arrangements are made in all cases to clear arrears over time by instalments i.e.: the monthly payment plus an amount to clear arrears.

Each case is treated individually and on its merits with the individual circumstances dictating the arrangement made.

Legal proceedings are taken only where clients do not cooperate with the Council or continuously make and break arrangements. Repossession happens only as a very last resort where all efforts over a protracted period have failed and the client totally fails or refuses to meet the council half way in addressing the arrears problem.

The Council has repossessed 8 properties since 2008 for arrears of mortgage repayments. 

Q13/0512
WALK OR CYCLE TO SCHOOL
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney


To ask the Manager to provide an update on the "walk-or-cycle-to-school" / "walk-or-cycle-to-college" initiative proposed by this Councillor at the June 2011 Council meeting and passed by the Council (M11/0611); to detail all work done in progressing this initiative in the last nine months, and to make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
South Dublin County Council supports sustainable transport initiatives by An Taisce and other relevant bodies. Given the number of educational institutions within the County and number of students therein, it is the schools themselves that are in the best position to assess the needs/demands and requirements to progress such projects with An Taisce.  The Council will liaise with these institutions and, where possible, support any initiatives taken.  The suggestion will also be examined in the context of the European Mobility Week which takes place between 16th and 22nd September every year. 

An Taisce provide assistance to the schools via the Green Schools Programme which is operated in partnership with the Local Authorities and is supported by the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government, Department of Transport and the National Transport Authority. Individual schools are also involved in "Walkingbus", ”Walk On Wednesdays" schemes etc which are also supported by the Council and  An Taisce. 

The Council also provides assistance where schools are interested in developing sustainable transportation. We provide promotional material if requested by individual schools. The Council is also proactive in making infrastructural modifications at school approaches to improve the environment for sustainable transport.  However, given the demand for access to schools by car transport, selective and appropriate measures only are considered.

The Council helps provide cycle training courses held in local schools for up to 1500 children from 5th and 6th class in National schools throughout the County. This is done annually with the schools and is funded jointly by the Council and the individual schools.  

The Council is also supporting the scheme through funding applications to the NTA relating to “Walk or Cycle to School/Walk or Cycle to College”.  Works were recently completed at Kilteel Road, Holy Family Community School to provide facilities for safe access for school children walking to school which included a pedestrian crossing, public lighting and a large platform for bus access.

Q14/0512 
HOUSEHOLD CHARGE
QUESTION: Councillor G. O'Connell 
To ask the Manager for a report on the payment of the Household Charge in the County on an Area Committee basis, and in particular, what percentage of householders have paid it to date?
 
REPLY:
In relation to the number of houses which have paid, the Household Charge Bureau (under the aegis of the Local Government Management Agency) accepts and processes payments in respect of the Household Charge on behalf of Local Authorities in the country. The Council has been advised that while the Bureau is still processing payments it is not in a position currently to supply data in respect of individual local authorities. As soon as this information is received, the members will be informed.

Q15/0512
UNEMPLOYMENT

QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell 

To ask the Manager for a report on the number and percentages of persons on the unemployment register in this County on an Area Committee basis for each of the years 2009, 2010, and 2011 and currently?

REPLY:
Data is presented on a regular basis to the County Development Board by the Department of Social Protection. 

The exact details as outlined in the question are not readily available in this format. Live register figures are presented in an under 25 and over 25 format. The figures (approximate)  are prepared for Tallaght, Clondalkin and for those with addresses in South Dublin County but who present at the Dept of Social Protection offices in Nutgrove, which is outside this county boundary.

The following are details of the Jobseeker claimants in South Dublin County:
	Area
	25 Jan 08
	30 Jan 09
	29 January 2010
	28 January 2011
	27 Jan 2012

	Tallaght
	4,238
	7,212
	 10,451
	10,786
	11,940

	Clondalkin
	3,154
	5,489
	  7,169
	 7,270
	 6,449

	Lucan
	1169
	2,532
	  3,656
	 3,640
	 3,644

	Rathfarnham/ Templeogue
	  944
	1,691
	 2,473
	 2,430
	 2,428

	Palmerstown
	  228
	   469
	   696
	   712
	   714

	Total
	        9,733
	       17,393
	          24,445
	24,838
	25,175


*With the opening of the LUAS extension to Saggart, 920 Jobseeker claims from the Rathcoole, Saggart and City West areas were transferred from Clondalkin office to Tallaght in July 2011.

Claimants Under 25 years

	Area
	Under 25s

28 Jan 2011
	Under 25s

27 January 2012

	Tallaght
	2,653
	2,456

	Clondalkin
	1,664
	1,498

	Lucan
	558
	518

	Rathfarnham/  Templeogue
	334
	332

	Palmerstown
	163
	137

	Total
	5,372
	4,941


Q16/0512
FISHING FACILITY IN CORKAGH PARK
QUESTION: Councillor G. O'Connell
To ask the Manager for a progress report on the operation of the fishing facility in Corkagh Park to include the opening days and hours winter and summer, number of patrons in 2009, 2010 and 2011 and if the Manager would comment on the facility?
REPLY:
The Corkagh Park Fishery is currently operated under agreement by BK Management. The fishery is open throughout the year. The operating times coincide with park opening hours.

During the winter months, the Fishery shop beside the lakes is open on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays (weather permitting). 

On Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, the Fishery is operated from the adjacent Camac Valley Caravan Park reception and all enquiries, telephone calls and the issuing of fishing permits etc. are handled from there. 

During the summer months the lakes and shop are open 7 days a week from 10.00 a.m. until official park closing time.

The number of patrons per year over the period 2009 - 2011 is approximately 7,000 per annum.

BK Management actively promotes the fishery throughout the year in a number of ways including:

· trade stands at major fishing events such as the Fishing Trade Show in Swords, 
Co. Dublin and the fishing tackle show at City West. 

· Open fishing day at DIT Tallaght. 

· Involvement with SDCC angling groups/summer projects in liaison with Community 
Dept. 

· the Camac Valley Caravan Park website 

· Facebook, Fishing Blog, Web page have been set up for the Fishery. 

· Living/Social coupon promotion has been undertaken which produced 192 
applicants for a day's fishing. 

· Open Competitions are held throughout the year. 

· Mail shots issued to Schools, Clubs, institutions and group leaders. 

· Specific promotion of the facility with members of Kilbride Anglers Club.  

· Open Day held in conjunction with Inland Fisheries Board. 

· Flyers distributed to all fishing tackle shops and distributed generally in tourism 
and other outlets throughout the Clondalkin/Tallaght areas. 

Open fishing days, with instruction provided by some of Ireland's best known international Anglers, in conjunction with Inland Fisheries Board, have also been held at the lakes. 

The Council is more than satisfied with the management and operation of the facility by BK Management in what is a very competitive and challenging economic climate. 
Q17/0512
MAINTENANCE OF M50
QUESTION: Councillor G. O'Connell
To ask the Manger for a report on the level of maintenance of the M50 between the County Boundary with Fingal County and Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County and in particular on the maintenance of the boundary fence and if she is aware of attempts to burn the fence at Palmers Manor and if other areas have been similarly targeted and what options are open to this County to protect nearby residential areas from such acts of vandalism and what resource residents may have, given that the Motorway is not being maintained by the Council, to protect and defend their rights?
REPLY: 
The maintenance of all boundary fences along this portion of the M50 is now the responsibility of M50 Concessions Ltd. M50 Concession Ltd. will be contacted regarding any repairs that are necessary at Palmer Manor and advised of the Councillors concerns. 

Q18/0512 
GRASS CUTTING 2012
QUESTION: Councillor G. O'Connell
To ask the Manager for a report on the planned maintenance (for 2012 with the allocation) of the median (where it exists) and the grass margins on the National and Local Primary and Secondary Roads and the cost of this work in 2009, 2010 and 2011?

REPLY:
· Planned Maintenance for 2012
Parks and Roads Maintenance have agreed a programme for grass cutting of medians and verges on the N4 and N81 for Saturday 19th and 26th of May 2012. 

N4 will be cut from the boundary with Dublin City Council to the M50 and from Leixlip Interchange to the boundary with Kildare County Council. 

N81 will be cut from Templeogue at Cypress Grove Road/Old Bridge Road Junction to the junction at Killinarden/Entrance to Whitestown Way Industrial Estate. 

· Costs for 2009/2010/2011
These costs include both Roads Maintenance Traffic Management Costs and Parks labour and machinery costs. 
2009:                                            TOTAL: €38,450. 

2010:                                            TOTAL: €52,450
2011:                                            TOTAL: € 66,000
2012:                                                   EST : €50,000
The NRA allocation for National Primary Maintenance is reduced in 2012 from €76,765 to €69,051.   

In 2013, it is expected that all the National Primary routes will be maintained by  NRA private contractors and SDCC will have no Ordinary Maintenance allocation.    

There will be a maintenance allocation for the National Secondary route N81 in 2013. All maintenance on other routes (including former sections of the N4 and N81 inside M50 ring)  will be financed by Dept of Transport grants and SDCC own resources.    

Q19/0512
MAC UILIAM / BALGADDY ESTATE PROJECTS 

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if she will provide an up to date report on the implementation of the two Projects started in 2010 under the Mayor's Initiative, i.e. the Balgaddy Project and the MacUiliam Estate Project in Tallaght?
REPLY:
The County Architect reports that all works as planned have now been completed at MacUilliam Estate in Tallaght and Balgaddy in Clondalkin at a total cost of €1.5m which is the amount allocated by the DOECLG.  

The Multi Use Games Area surface at Balgaddy has been badly vandalised recently.  The Council is currently assessing the damage involved to ascertain what the financial implications are to the Council. Some other minor additional works as agreed at the consultation phase will be completed in the near future. 

The CCTV at Balgaddy was vandalised and requires some remedial repairs which are commissioned.
Q20/0512
COMMERCIAL RATE
QUESTION Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager if she will provide information on the level of the Commercial Rate, i.e. the multiplier factor, in each of the following years - 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012.
REPLY:
The Council's elected members determine the Annual Rate on Valuation (i.e. the Multiplier) at the Annual Budget meeting. 

The Annual Rate on Valuation (ARV) / annual rates multiplier for each year was as follows;

	Year
	Multiplier
	% Decrease applied to the ARV
	Annual Warrant

	2009
	0.171
	 
	€121,180,161

	2010
	0.167
	2.34%
	€124,313,660

	2011
	0.166
	0.60%
	€125,550,859

	2012
	0.162
	2.40%
	€122,791,325


Q21/0512
BIODIVERSITY FORUM

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager if she will provide a report on the Council's plan to set up a Biodiversity Forum? 
REPLY:
Work will soon commence on the production of the first South Dublin County Biodiversity Action Plan.  To initiate the process, a County Biodiversity Forum will be established which will engage with and assist the Heritage Officer in the preparation and implementation of the Plan.  Forum members will be sought from a range of sources including elected members, Council staff, local biodiversity interest groups and environmental organisations, tourism, and relevant government departments and agencies (National Parks and Wildlife Service, Waterways Ireland, Eastern Regional Fisheries Board, Coillte).  It is expected that the Forum will number no more than 10 members.   

A public consultation process will be undertaken which will commence in early summer and will extend until September.  Consultation will include evening public meetings while written submissions on biodiversity issues will also be invited.  The County Biodiversity Forum will assist in collating submissions and agreeing final actions.  A first draft of the County Biodiversity Action Plan is expected by the end of 2012.

Q22/0512
LOCAL AREA PLANS
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager to make a report on variations to the County Development Plan 2010-2016, and new Local Area Plans, which have already been adopted by the elected members or which are currently in a formal process?
REPLY:
There has been one variation of the County Development Plan 2010 – 2016 passed since the Plans adoption in October 2010. Variation No.1 related to the provision of a retirement village in Ballynakelly, Newcastle, Co. Dublin.

The process in relation to a second variation is currently underway. Variation No.2 involves the insertion of a protocol into the Plan which would allow the Planning Authority to consider appropriate development of zoned land within the Casement Aerodrome Security Zone, without compromising the security of the aerodrome. It is anticipated that this variation will come before the Council for resolution at the July 2012 Council Meeting.

The first of the Local Area Plans to come out of the current Development Plan is the Fortunestown LAP. This Plan was adopted by the Elected Members on the 16th April 2012 and will come into operation on the 14th May 2012.

A Draft Local Area Plan for Newcastle is being prepared at present and it is anticipated that this will go on display in June 2012.

H6/0512
PROPOSED DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS 
Adamstown Avenue & Station Road   

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“The following report was considered at the Lucan Area Committee Meeting of 28th February, 2012.
“Statutory Notice has been given in the public press of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the roads in the following estate,

Adamstown Avenue & Station Road   

as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads.

The closing date for receipt of objections was Tuesday 31st January 2012 – no objections were received.

All outstanding works have now been completed by the Developer.

It is recommended that the roads be declared to be public roads.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.”

It was proposed by Councillor G O’Connell, seconded by Councillor E Tuffy and AGREED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare the roads Adamstown Avenue & Station Road as set out in the above report to be public roads.” 
If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-

“That the roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”

SCHEDULE FOR: Adamstown. Phases 1 & 2
LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA: Lucan

TOWNLAND:  Adamstown & Finnstown


B.C. NO: 1364 
ELECTORAL DIVISION: Lucan



DATE:  July 2010 
	ROADNAME 
	ROAD ID 
	LENGTH(m) 
	DESCRIPTION 

	Adamstown Avenue (Part of) 
	
	2327m 
	Carriageway, associated grass margins and footpaths but excluding planted areas not shown coloured. From it’s junction with Grange Castle Road and Thomas Omer Way, south-westward, westward, north westward and westward to it’s junction with Castlegate Terrace 

	Station Road (Part of) 
	
	315m 
	Carriageway, associated grass margins and footpaths but excluding planted areas not shown coloured. From its junction with Adamstown Avenue, south-westward and westward to its junction with Castlegate Terrace. 


Total Length of Road for TIC: 2642m”
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell    and RESOLVED:

“That the roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”

H7a)/0512 
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES AND SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE DWELLINGS

It was NOTED that there were no reports under this heading.
H7b)/0512  PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES AND SITES - DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST IN FORMER LOCAL AUTHORITY DWELLINGS - 8  ST. PATRICK’S COTTAGES, RATHFARNHAM 
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interests in the site hereunder.  The following have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in their property.

Property                        Registered Owners                            Fee Payable
8 St Patricks Cottages 
Sandra Keenan, Liam Byrne,                      €40.91”
                                          
John Dixon, Lisa Hamilton,

                                          
Ian Crotty                                                             

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That the Council in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 dispose of the fee simple interests in the site as outlined in the foregoing report.” 
H7c)/0512
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES AND SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF 51 UNITS AT FORTUNESTOWN LANE TO OAKLEE  HOUSING TRUST
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“To Each Member of South Dublin County Council
Proposed Disposal of 51 housing units at Fortunestown Lane, Tallaght, to Oaklee Housing Trust Ltd. 36/39 James Street, Dublin 8.

An application for funding under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme was submitted to the Department of Environment Heritage and Local Government in August 2006 for 51 units at Fortunestown. Approval was received from the DOELG in the amount of €9,312,590 in July 2007 under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme.  At the Council meeting of 9th July 2007 a loan in the sum of €9,312,590 was approved to Oaklee Housing Trust Ltd. The Council meeting of 10th September 2007 approved the disposal of the 51 units to Oaklee Housing Trust Ltd.

In August 2007 the units were completed and ready for occupation and were handed over to the Council by the Contractor.  It was necessary for security to be put in place immediately by the Council. In the meantime, the necessary legal work involved in the disposal of the units to Oaklee Housing Trust Ltd., and the putting in place of the mortgage under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme had commenced.  These legal issues were protracted and further complicated by the fact that 42 units were in one block and the remaining 9 units were located separately, over the communal facility, which was not being disposed of to Oaklee Housing Trust Ltd. As the members are aware these legal issues continued on well into 2008, which resulted in considerable security costs to the Council and also delays for housing applicants who were to be accommodated in the units.  In order to alleviate this situation it was agreed that Oaklee Housing Trust Ltd. would take over the units in question by way of Licence in July 2008, pending the completion of the necessary legal work to put in place the required mortgage.

During this time payment commitments to the Contractor had to be fulfilled and this was done from the Councils Social Housing Investment Programme, the intention being that this funding would be recouped from the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme on completion of the mortgage. The Council had been in discussions with the DoEHLG on this matter and it was our understanding that this transfer would be acceptable to them. However, the DoEHLG would not agree to the arrangement and confirmation was received from the DoEHLG advising that the Capital Loan and Subsidy approval of July 2007 has been withdrawn and the units were treated as social housing funded from the Council's Social Housing Investment Programme allocation for 2008.

Accordingly, the Council entered into protracted detailed discussions with Oaklee Housing Trust Ltd. in regard to the future of the 51 units and particularly their position in terms of the management, maintenance and tenancy,  and have reached agreement with them to transfer the units to their ownership under a 99 Year Lease Agreement subject to a number of conditions. The main terms are as follows:

The 51 Units at Fortunestown Lane shown on the attached map be transferred to Oaklee Housing Trust by way of a lease for 99 years.

The individual units shall be used for Social Housing Purposes and let to nominees from the South Dublin County Councils Housing List:   

Oaklee Housing Trust will receive nominations from the Council for vacancies and/or will also participate in the Council’s Choice Based Lettings Scheme and will inform the Council of any voids for advertising under the Scheme

Oaklee Housing Trust Ltd. will ensure that their rent for the units will converge with the Council’s differential rent scheme by 2015

Oaklee Housing Trust Ltd. to participate fully in all estate management actions and to work with SDCC on a partnership basis in relation to anti social behaviour in the area, specifically in relation to the 51 units in the area which are the subject of this proposal to Oaklee Housing Trust.

A nominal rent of €500 per annum while the premises are used for the permitted use, otherwise full market rent to apply

Provision to be included for a rent review every 5 years

Oaklee Housing Trust Ltd. to be responsible for all outgoings, including all rates, taxes and charges (including emergency services charges) of any description which may be payable at any time during the term of the lease in respect of the demised premises

Units to be used only for Social housing purposes only

Oaklee to insure the property for the sum equal to its reinstatement cost and shall indemnify SDCC in the sum of €9.4m against all claims for injury or damage to any person or property through the use of the premises in question

At all times, during the term to comply with all recommendations or requirements of the appropriate authority in relation to fire regulations and to indemnify SDCC against any costs or expenses in complying with any such requirement or recommendation

Oaklee Housing Trust shall not cause the premises to become a nuisance.

To pay the Council all costs, charges and expenses which may be incurred by the Council in abating a nuisance in respect of the demised premises and to comply with any Notice served on Oaklee Housing Trust by a local or public authority in respect of the demised premises.

The Council is retaining a right of way over the property to be disposed to Oaklee Housing Trust to enable an emergency exit from the community facility on the ground floor.

The benefits accruing to the Council from the letting are

The transfer of the housing units to Oaklee Housing Trust will be benefit to the Council by regularising the existing tenant and landlord arrangement which have been by way of licence to date.  This will permit them to deal with Estate Management and Anti Social Behaviour in a timely manner.  

It will allow investment in the units by Oaklee. 

It will also by 2015 ensure the rent paid by the tenants is harmonized with the Councils Differential Rent Scheme.  

Oaklee Housing Trust has agreed to participate in the Choice Based Letting arrangements and this will reduce the void time for units.

Accordingly, the consent of the Council is sought to the disposal of 51 housing units at Fortunestown Lane, Tallaght, to Oaklee Housing Trust Ltd., subject to the provision of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 and in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000.

I recommend the properties referred to in the foregoing report, as outlined on the attached map, be disposed of to Oaklee Housing Trust Ltd. With its registered office at 36/39 James Street, Dublin 8.

______________________________

County Manager.”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That the properties referred to in the foregoing report, as outlined on the attached map, be disposed of to Oaklee Housing Trust Ltd. with its registered office at 36/39 James Street, Dublin 8 by way of a 99 year lease subject to the provisions of S 183 of Local Government Act 2001 and S 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000.”
In proposing the disposal Councillor Corr thanked the Manager and staff for the exceptional work undertaken to bring this difficult and protracted issue to a successful conclusion.

H8/0512
ESTATE MANAGEMENT AND COMMUNITY FORA UPDATE 

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Reports were presented to the Members at the Council meetings of  13th February 2012 in response to a question and a number of motions: and an update on the matter on 16th April 2102 

The four projects referred to in the question are the:

1. North Clondalkin Community Safety Forum 

2. South West Safety Forum, 

3. Fettercairn Estate Management 

4. Killinarden Estate Management Group. 

The funding for the four projects – Fettercairn and Killinarden Estate Management Group and North Clondalkin Safety Forum and South West Clondalkin Safety Forum – was channelled through the Council from the Department to the groups and mainly provided for wages of the four workers plus miscellaneous funding for small projects and/or administration. The four workers operate in a governance structure to a management Committee – SDCC has a representative on the Committees as do a number of other relevant state agencies and groups.

The Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government advised the Council and the projects that as part of the Government’s Comprehensive Review of Expenditure and the 2012 Estimates process, difficult decisions have had to be taken in relation to prioritising funding for core services in all programme areas.  The funding being provided to support this Department’s mainstreamed drugs projects under the Housing programme in 2012 has been reduced by 75%, i.e. from €400,000 to €100,000 (€496,000 in 2008). In respect of the four projects within South Dublin County Council the 2011 allocation was €210,000.  They advised that in this context, it is no longer possible to continue to fund the mainstreamed drugs projects within that allocation.

Subsequently the Department of the Environment Community and Local Government provided additional pro rata funding to support the projects for the second quarter of 2012, i.e. to 30 June 2012. 
This decision was made in order to ensure that projects have sufficient time to identify alternative streams of funding and/or to undertake a reconfiguration of project tasks and priorities.
The Minister advised that “---------- this funding is being provided strictly on a once-off basis and on the clear understanding that it represents an extension of the transitional arrangement only, thereby providing projects with sufficient time to undertake a fully comprehensive consultation to identify future alternative funding mechanisms.  This payment represents the final housing budget contribution to the projects and no further mainstreamed funding will be provided by the Department.  As previously, outlined, it will be a matter for other public funding bodies to identify the resources to deliver on the overall objectives of the reconfigured projects beyond end June 2012."
The Minister also acknowledged the difficulty for the Council to financially maintain the projects on an ongoing basis –“ -----however, I understand the Council has very limited discretionary expenditure in this regard. Therefore the ongoing sustainability of these projects should be determined in the context of the reprioritisation of key services within available resources. This should include modification and/or reconfiguration of services and rationalisation of administration costs, where appropriate."  The last sentence refers to the services of the Drugs Task Forces.

The project workers have been an asset to the local communities, the Council and all other relevant state agencies in terms of information from within the local community, organising clean ups, summer projects, events, Local Policing Fora, working on joint projects generally funded in the main by the Council as well as providing a representational role on a number of Fora in the area. They are of value particularly in terms of their independent role within communities, particularly disadvantaged communities, and providing a valuable link between those communities and state agencies including the local authority. Their link specifically with the Council has been one of positive influence in tackling crime, anti social behaviour - all complex and sensitive issues - in addition to promoting the pro social behaviour agenda and providing confidence in the community in a partnership approach.

Their value and evidence-based work is especially crucial to the work and efforts of the Drugs Task Forces also and underpins pillars of the National Drugs Strategy. Drugs Task Forces have a key role under the National Drugs Strategy in responding to the drug problem in their areas and Community engagement is key to the successful implementation of the national drug strategy and to developing responses to emerging needs at a local level. 

The Department advised that it would be a matter for all public funding bodies as part of the consultation process to identify resources to deliver on the overall objectives of the reconfigured projects beyond end of June 2012. 

Council officials have, since the initial meeting with the DOECLG maintained contact with the Department and co-ordinated meetings with the stakeholders involved with the projects including Dodder Valley and CPLN Partnerships, Clondalkin and Tallaght Drugs Task Forces.  The Council is also aware that the Minister of State, Deputy Shortall, who has responsibility for the national drugs strategy, is currently undertaking a review of the structures that underpin the strategy at local, regional and national level. This will include how current funding structures can be improved or streamlined, particularly with local and regional drugs task forces.

The aim of the discussions has resulted in a proposal to maintain the four projects to the end of 2012 following identification of funds on a partnership basis between the Council and stakeholders namely Tallaght Drugs Task Force and CPLN.

In this regard from the Councils perspective it is proposed to identify a sum of €48,000 from the Tallaght Community Linkage Fund for the projects at Fettercairn and Killinarden with a contribution also from the Tallaght Drugs Task Force and a sum of €30,000 from the Councils own resources within the Community and Housing 2012 Budget with a contribution from the CPLN Partnership for the Safety Forum projects at North Clondalkin and South West Clondalkin. The procedure in terms of the Community Linkage Fund will be followed in the coming weeks. It is proposed that the funds will be advanced in two tranches i.e. end of June 2012 and end of September 2012 based on update report from the projects.

The Council contribution is identified across a range of budget codes to minimise the effect on any planned programmes. There is an understanding that this is a proposal for a once off contribution from the Council. This will maintain the projects to the end of 2012 only and will allow the projects to continue while the report of the Minister of State, Deputy Shortall, who has responsibility for the National Drugs Strategy, on the review of the structures that underpin the strategy at local, regional and national level is finalised. It is understood as advised that this will include how current funding structures can be improved or streamlined, particularly with local and regional drugs task forces. 

The proposal provides an opportunity to the relevant projects and stakeholders for the report to be issued, for alternative funds to be sourced and /or for the collective structures to identify an alternative model for the delivery of service.

The financial assistance by the Council as identified and as outlined in the proposal is in respect of 2012 only and there is no possibility of funding from the Council beyond 2012. The financial sustainability of the projects will depend on the review as referred to above to provide the financial support into the future. The above is an approach that is proposed in the absence of a national solution to all the projects affected by the funding issue and should a national solution be advanced the funding proposal as outlined above will not be required. 

The approval of the Council to the proposal as presented is requested.”
Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Development outlined the main points of the report as circulated and highlighting a number of important issues.  He informed the Council that, following a number of meetings with all stakeholders, a proposal can be reached which would see the four projects maintained to the end of 2012.  The Council will be in a position to part fund the projects with a sum which will be matched by the CPLN and Tallaght Drugs Force.  He reiterated that this is purely an interim solution while awaiting publication of the national review of the Drugs Strategy which Minister Roisin Shorthall has announced, but which may not be available until September.  The proposal will allow for the publication of the report, for alternative funds to be sourced, and for collective structures to identify an alternative model for delivery of service.  The combined funding will go towards the North- and South-West Clondalkin, Killinarden and Fettercairn projects allowing them to continue until December 2012.  Payments would be made in two tranches, end of June and end of September.  However, should the awaited September review be favourable then funding may not be required for the second tranche.  Mr. Coman reiterated that South Dublin County Council would not be in a position to fund these projects beyond 2012.
A debate ensued with contributions from Councillors Duff, Corr, Tuffy, Bonner, McDonagh, King, Devine, Kearns and Cosgrave all of whom expressed appreciation to manager Mr. Coman and his staff for their significant efforts in this issue and the lifeline which this meant to the projects.

Councillor T. Gilligan queried the amounts of funding required, the stakeholders involved and expressed the view that while the interim funding by the Council was very well received would this have a detrimental affect on other areas of Council work.
Councillor M. Corr queried the terms of reference in relation to the Minister’s review and asked if the Manager was aware if the deficit of other similar type project workers would be a feature of the review.  She felt that it was important to lobby individual relevant Ministers and felt that the projects in Tallaght and Clondalkin should be looked at as models of how projects should be managed going forward and therefore treated differently in the review.

In response Mr. Coman stated that the stakeholders he had been in discussions with comprised of Dodder Valley and CPLN Partnerships,  Local Drugs Task Forces and the HSE at high level meetings. In relation to Council funding this would be sourced from a number of different expenditure codes and the impact overall would be minimal.  He stated that the review will look at all structures (national, regional and local projects) but it was not yet clear if other issues will be examined.  He also stated that the two relevant Ministers (Ministers Shortall and O’Sullivan) fully understand where South Dublin County Council are with these projects and that submissions have been made by the other stakeholders which outline the value of the specific projects within South Dublin County area.
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy and RESOLVED: 
“That the proposed financial assistance by the Council as identified and outlined in the foregoing report be approved and as outlined in the proposal that this funding be made available on a once-off basis in respect of 2012 only.”
H9/0512      PRESENTATION BY CONNECT IRELAND
Mr Niall Hughes, Director of Business Development at Connect Ireland delivered a presentation to the Council.  
Power Point Presentation
Brochure 

The presentation focused on the Connect Ireland initiative which provides opportunity for citizens to be financially rewarded by the Irish government and at the same time support the Irish economy by attracting companies from overseas that are expanding internationally, by introducing them to the Connect Ireland team. If that company establishes operations in Ireland and sustainable jobs are created, the Connector will receive €1,500 per job created. 

The Mayor, Councillor C. Jones, on behalf of the Council thanked Mr. Hughes for his presence and presentation and wished the initiative well.  Mr. Hughes in turn thanked the Council for the opportunity afforded to Connect Ireland and for taking the time to welcome him to the County Council meeting and for all the positive feedback received.

CORRESPONDENCE FOR NOTING 

Co1/0512    
Letter dated 12 April 12, from NASI regarding waste disposal providers   vehicle weights & measures compliance.

 Co2/0512   
Letters dated 17th April 2012, from Offaly County Council regarding (i) Salaries, pensions, to managers and directors of banks and semi state Bodies; (ii) reforming the pension scheme for ministers and T.D’s

Co3/0512
Letter dated 19th April 2012, from Galway County Council regarding the introduction of a National Water Company.

Co4/0512

Letter dated 25th April 2012, form NAMA regarding Weston

Co5/0512
Letter dated 2nd May 2012, from Donegal County Council regarding Unemployed individuals and Social Welfare Payments 



The above letters were NOTED.
MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

M1/0512
MAYORS BUSINESS - CO-OPERATION AND COMMUNITY 
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor M. Duff:
“That this Council supports the introduction of a charter that will state principles of co-operation and community among schools and associated personnel operating within South Dublin and that this Council will actively seek relevant bodies as signatories to the charter.”
REPORT:
“South Dublin County Council fully supports the introduction of a charter that will state principles of co-operation and community among schools and associated personnel operating within South Dublin.   Even in the absence of such a charter, existing structures within the Council underpin proactive and highly successful collaboration and co-operation with relevant bodies.  

South Dublin Children’s Services Committee
Education representatives currently engaged in the South Dublin Children’s Services Committee are drawn from the Co Dublin VEC and from the National Educational Welfare Board.  

South Dublin Children’s Services Committee has recently re-established its Education sub-group under the Chairmanship of County Manager Philomena Poole. The sub-group is currently working on its work plan and is engaged in an audit of education supports/programmes across the county.  

Interschool collaboration
Cooperation between schools and community would be welcomed in South Dublin. In looking at a paper on inter-school collaboration the following points are made: 

 Organisation
· The need for organisational structures and resources  to specifically support 
collaboration 

·  Energy and commitment at senior level, head teachers, senior managers or 
specifically appointed coordinators  required to successfully  implement 
collaboration 

· Schools needed to be approached sensitively and given the opportunity to discuss 
the potential difficulties associated with collaboration

 
Collaborative activities
There are many forms of collaborative activity:

·  Sharing practice 

·  Professional development and information sharing 

·  Staff exchange visits, sharing advanced teaching skills and staff being loaned to 
 
 the partner school 

·  Sharing sports facilities 

·  Creating joint facilities 

·  Joint purchasing of equipment 

·  Pupils accessing courses in partner schools

Benefits  
Literature research has found the main gains for schools in inter-school collaboration were:

· Economic advantages 

· Improvements in pupil attainment 

· Forging of relationships and understanding 

· Expanded avenues for training, information and expertise exchange for staff 

· Gains in staff confidence, motivation and morale

Pupils enjoyed:

· Enhanced educational experience 

· Better choice of subjects 

· Access to specialist teaching and improved attainment 

Importantly it was also found that where partnerships existed between primary and secondary schools increased contact is reported as making the transition much easier for pupils moving onto secondary schools. 

Making collaboration work 

· Existing relationships are a primary factor in implementing a inter-school 
collaborations 

· Collaborating schools need to develop shared aims and values 

· Effective leadership and staff qualities and skills important in facilitating the 
process 

· Availability of funding and resources in terms of staff time are crucial 

· The inclusion of a large number of schools inhibit the extent and nature of 
collaboration 

The following are some other examples where there is no formal arrangement in place but where positive and meaningful collaboration is taking place:

Library Service
South Dublin County Libraries are actively engaged in ongoing work and co-operation with schools and their teachers across the county.   

Our libraries serve pre-school and primary school services across the County as part of a literacy development programme developed in response to the 2011 National Strategy for Literacy and Numeracy.   As part of this strategy, two capsule libraries were opened in 2011 at the Citywise Centre in Jobstown and at Lynch’s Park in Lucan with funding secured from the Public Library Research Programme. 

A programme to deliver "whole school library registration" was completed earlier this year with all pupils from Adamstown Community College receiving membership of Lucan Library. This pilot initiative will be replicated in schools across the County in 2012.

The Children’s Service librarian offers a wealth of information and resources to the primary schools in South Dublin County. 

Currently, there are over 30,000 children attending 100 primary schools in the County and teachers from all schools can contact the Children’s Services Librarians for advice and support on all library, literacy and book related issues. Services provided include:

· Advice and assistance on establishing and managing a school library. 

· The Classroom Novels Collection. - Over 50 titles to choose from. 

Thirty copies of each title are available for borrowing for a three-month period 

· Advice and demonstrations to teachers and children on online resources 
available on our website 

· Workshops and presentations for parents on reading with their children. 

· Story time and information sessions for pupils.  

· Bed-time Reading Clubs. 

· Homework Help offered on our website 

· Access to the Teachers Resource Collection.   

· Information on Block Loan facilities available to teachers through their local 
library.  

· Healthy Reading/Childrens's Issues Booklist
Green Schools Programme
The Green Schools Programme is an internationally recognised standard. Schools which have received the Green Flag understand the level of environmental commitment and the dedication of the pupils, teachers and parents in achieving the award. 

Schools have  to register with An Taisce to be part of the programme , then follow 7 steps  as set out in programme  involving setting up a committee, writing  a green code, setting up a notice board, communicating  with the wider  community etc and then being assessed to receive the first flag.

The Environmental Awareness Section works on a continual basis with the registerd schools and will continue to do so. Currently 90% of Primary Schools and 89% of Secondary schools are registered for the green schools programme, some of which have already received their 1st Green Flag and some of which are working towards achieving their fifth Green Flag. In this school year 42 schools will be renewing their Green Flags. There are 100 Primary Schools in the County 63 of which have been awarded the Green Flag from An Taisce. There are 35 Secondary Schools in the County and 13 have the Green Flag Award. 

In addition since October 2007 the Green Times Newsletter has been posted to all schools twice a year. It provides up to date information on environmental education and awareness supports offered to schools. All the newsletters are also available to download from South Dublin County Councils website. The Environmental Awareness Section also organises a Green schools network seminar in conjunction with An Taisce. This is an information session for schools on the different themes of the Green Flag programme, this occasion allows for peer to peer learning with teachers sharing their experiences of what has worked for them. 

Connect Education Community of Practice, (CoP)
Growing out of the Connect School Project, the Connect Education Community of Practice, (CoP), provide training for teachers in the development of digital resources for use in the classroom. 

The Community of Practice has been running for 3 years now and there are over 200 teachers signed up. 

A 6 week training programme has been delivered twice through the Dublin West Education Centre. This training is set to run again from next September. 

While there is no formal charter signed up to by members of the CoP, an agreement is in place that all teaching materials developed will be licensed through a Creative Commons License and shared openly with other practitioners. In this way the CoP strives to provide both training and classroom content for its members.

In summary if the motion is passed the Council will fully support the development of a formal charter and will actively seek relevant bodies as signatories to that charter.”

The Mayor, Councillor C. Jones, thanked the Manager for the report and requested the agreement of the Members to pass the matter on to the Arts, Culture and Gaeilge SPC through which forum a partnership could be established to promote this initiative.

This proposal was unanimously AGREED. 
M2/0512  
MAYOR’S BUSINESS - CHANGES TO TAX EXEMPTIONS – ACTS

 It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:

“That this Council appeals to the Government to reverse the recent change in policy of the revenue commissioners where by service Providers such as ACTS (Accessible Community Transport Southside) will mo longer avail of the tax exemptions that enable them to continue to be viable.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the members' sentiments will be conveyed to the relevant bodies.” 

The Mayor, Councillor C. Jones highlighted the particular issue pertaining to ACTS who are a charitable non profit making organisation group providing exclusively essential transport services to people with disabilities, and who will be severely affected by this decision.  She called on the Government to review the decision which she stated was probably causing a non intended consequence. 

The motion was AGREED.
M3/0512
MAYOR’S BUSINESS - ELECTRIC VEHICLES
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor M. Duff:

“That this Council will show good environmental practice this by trialing electric vehicles within the Fleet.”
REPORT:
“The Mechanical Section is meeting with an authorised supplier of  Electric Vehicles on the 10th May with a view to organising a week long electric van trial – most likely to be based from Ballymount Depot Workshop.”
Ms T. Walsh, Director of Roads & Water Services, updated members of supplier of the vehicles as reported.
The report was NOTED.
 M4/0512
OPERATION CREWS
In accordance with Standing Order No. 20, as Councillor W. Lavelle was absent from the chamber when this item was reached, the following motion in his name FELL:
“That this Council requests a review of the workings of the Operation Crews with a view to implementing a more effective and more frequent cleansing of prioritised litter black – spots.”
M5/0512
SENIOR GARDA POSITIONS
It was proposed by Councillor M. Devine, seconded by Councillor C. Jones:
“That this Council expresses its dismay at the lack if filling two fundamental Garda positions of Inspector & Chief Inspector and convey to the Commissioner that this situation is insupportable.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the members' sentiments will be conveyed to the Garda Commissioner.”
On proposing the motion Councillor Devine expressed the view that the sentiment of this Motion was to get sense of security for An Garda Siochana and the public at large.
Councillor M. Duff stated that although he fully supported the Motion and whereas it is not ideal to have these positions vacant the Gardai are a very capable organization and there would be no great impact on the general service to the public as a result.
The motion was AGREED.
M6/0512
HOUSEHOLD CHARGES
It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“That this Council requests that the Manager write to the Minister of the Environment  and Local Government  asking that he fundamentally review and revise the current Household Charge so as to (a)  make it more possible for those who respect and obey the laws of the land to comply with it (b) to include a realistic waiver system that will address the plight of those who find payment in the current climate a hardship (c) provide an amnesty and extend closing dare for payment without penalty for those who have not paid before the fixed date (31.03.2012), (d) extend the Method of payment to include “ over the counter” in Post Offices and (e) guarantee that funds raised locally through the charge will be spent locally, i.e. will be allocated in their entirety to the relevant Local Authority for its use.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed a copy of the members' sentiments will be passed to the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government.”
On proposing the motion Councillor O’Connell stated that, while residents showed respect for the law of land in paying the charges, he was calling on the Minister to make it easier for residents to pay this charge.  He called for an amnesty on penalties for those who had yet to pay and the lifting of current barriers which do not allow for payments through the Post Office.  He also called for each county to retain monies paid to that county in order to give credibility that the money was going to local services.


Councillor P. Cosgrave supported the Motion and expressed the opinion that the introduction of this charge had been a debacle for the Minister.


Councillor C. Brophy stated that although he agreed with some of the parts of the motion he did not support the notion of an amnesty as this would be unfair to those householders who did pay on time.  He reiterated his previously expressed concern in relation to the Digital Divide and that the requirement to be IT savvy in order to pay online was not ideal for certain residents.  He also stated that it would not be possible to retain charges collected locally as the monies collected from the Household Charge will support the provision of local services nationally. 

Councillor M. Corr stated that this was a very worthwhile Motion and proposed an amendment to the Motion as follows:


“That this Council requests that the Manager write to the Minister of the Environment  and Local Government  asking that he fundamentally review and “give a commitment to” revise the current Household Charge so as to (a)  make it more possible for those who respect and obey the laws of the land to comply with it (b) to include a realistic waiver system that will address the plight of those who find payment in the current climate a hardship (c) provide an amnesty and extend closing dare for payment without penalty for those who have not paid before the fixed date (31.03.2012), (d) extend the Method of payment to include “ over the counter” in Post Offices and (e) guarantee that funds raised locally through the charge will be spent locally, i.e. will be allocated in their entirety to the relevant Local Authority for its use.”

This proposed amendment was seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and AGREED.

Councillor J. Lahart upheld the view that payment at the Post Office must be a consideration and felt that some residents might be unaware that non-payment of the fixed charge was resulting in arrears building up.  He also stated that he was unhappy with information regarding liability for charged in relation to ghost estates.

Councillor P. Kearns advised that the issue of retention of locally collected funds had been debated at length with the Regional Authority.

Councillor E. Tuffy also supported the Motion. 


Head of Finance Ms C. Henehan responded and noted that a range of payment options were provided for homeowners as per the Household Charge legislation. She confirmed that the Council had made every effort to inform the public of their responsibilities, payment methods and penalties through a widespread publicity campaign which culminated with the Council offices being opened on 31st March to facilitate payment.  The Council had ensured registration forms were available from a broad network of public offices and libraries and also ensured that  trained staff were available in our public offices and libraries to support members of the public in completing the registration forms.  She advised that only properties listed as Category 3 & 4 on the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government’s list of Unfinished Housing Estates on 1 January 2012 were eligible for the relief relating to unfinished estates and the Council had no leeway with this.
The Mayor put the amended motion to the floor for a show of hands vote. The result was as follows:

FOR:

 
12 (TWELVE)

AGAINST:

5 (FIVE)

ABSTAINED:
3 (THREE)

The amended Motion was AGREED.
M7/0512
SOLAR SPEED INDICATORS 
It was proposed by Councillor B. Lawlor, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:
“That this Council install solar speed indicators near schools throughout SDCC to act as a deterrent to speeding motorists.”
REPORT:
“The Council is in the process of procuring a set of traffic speed indication enabled signs to advise drivers of their speed along public roads. These are not solar powered but in addition prices are being sought for a solar 'portable' speed indicator sign.

The equipment may be effective in areas where a significant portion of drivers exceed the speed limit. The signs can be setup to report on the change in speed resulting from its activation. The use of the sign is a complementary measure to general traffic calming. Should locations at schools be identified where traffic exceeds the speed limit during school drop off and pickup times deployment of the solar portable option could be considered. A general deployment at all schools in South Dublin County Council prior to an appropriate study of traffic speed could not be justified.”
Councillor Lawlor thanked the Manager for the report and made particular reference to installations on main roads near schools.
Councillor M. Corr was concerned that the indicators would be placed in areas where they may not be necessary and cited an example of a school where they would be of particular use.

Ms T. Walsh, Director of Roads & Water Services responded to Members and stated that a pilot scheme would perhaps look at using a portable indicator at some locations to give readings of problem areas and this may lead to a more permanent use of an indicator if necessary.

The Report was NOTED.
M8/0512
LIBRARY BOOKS SUPPLY CONTRACT
It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns:

“That the Manager give a report on the awarding of the Libraries book supply contract to the English supplier “Bertram’s”. The contract was awarded on a points system that the cheapest supplier of books would win the contract, not on a better supply service which Irish companies provide.”
REPORT:
“The recent tender for library books and other library materials which was managed by Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council in association with South Dublin and Fingal County Councils complies in full with relevant EU procurement directives and public procurement policy.  
Local Authorities are legally obliged to procure goods and services in a competitive process carried out in an open, objective and transparent manner in order to achieve best value for money for public expenditure. 

The decision to aggregate the purchasing spend across the three local authorities to achieve better value for money is consistent with current Government policy. 

The tender was not decided on price alone. 

There were 4 categories tendered as follows:

1. adult fiction, 

2. adult non fiction, 

3. junior fiction and not fiction 

4. Other materials (e.g. dvds, cds etc.)

Contracts were awarded as follows:

1.  Bertram’s from the UK were awarded the contract for adult fiction and non fiction. 

2.  IES, an Irish firm, was awarded the contract for junior fiction and non fiction 

3.  MSE, another Irish firm, was awarded the contract for non book material.

The award criteria were chosen to select the most economically advantageous tender. The split between price at 65% and service at 35% reflected the fact that the bidding firms had been through a selection process and all were deemed capable of delivering an acceptable level of service. 

As a result of the value obtained under this tender, libraries will be able to buy more books and other materials for the same expenditure than under the previous supply arrangements. The procurement supply chain from the successful tender suppliers will be forensically analysed during the lifetime of this tender in order to gauge reliability and service levels from these suppliers.  

South Dublin Libraries appreciates that the Irish book sector is under significant pressure in the current economic climate and in particular due to recent trends in customer purchasing behaviour. The level of expenditure by South Dublin Libraries with UK book suppliers for 2012 will remain at the same level as for 2011 – the spend will simply be transferred to the successful supplier resulting from the joint tender.”
In accordance with Standing Order No. 13 the Members AGREED to vary the sequence of business on the agenda to consider Motion No. 19 submitted by Councillor J. Lahart:
M19/0512
LIBRARY BOOKS SUPPLY CONTRACT

It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor M. Duff:
“That the manager present a report on the recently awarded contract (worth €600,000) for the supply of books to Dublin County Libraries detailed what company was awarded the contract and why an Irish Company failed to secure the contract resulting in the potential loss of jobs and money to the home economy.”
REPORT:
“The recent tender for library books and other library materials which was managed by Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council in association with South Dublin and Fingal County Councils complies in full with relevant EU procurement directives and public procurement policy.  
Local Authorities are legally obliged to procure goods and services in a competitive process carried out in an open, objective and transparent manner in order to achieve best value for money for public expenditure. 

The decision to aggregate the purchasing spend across the three local authorities to achieve better value for money is consistent with current Government policy. 

The tender was not decided on price alone. 

There were 4 categories tendered as follows:

5. adult fiction, 

6. adult non fiction, 

7. junior fiction and not fiction 

8. Other materials (e.g. dvds, cds etc.)

Contracts were awarded as follows:

4.  Bertram’s from the UK were awarded the contract for adult fiction and non fiction. 

5.  IES, an Irish firm, was awarded the contract for junior fiction and non fiction 

6.  MSE, another Irish firm, was awarded the contract for non book material.

The award criteria were chosen to select the most economically advantageous tender. The split between price at 65% and service at 35% reflected the fact that the bidding firms had been through a selection process and all were deemed capable of delivering an acceptable level of service. 

As a result of the value obtained under this tender, libraries will be able to buy more books and other materials for the same expenditure than under the previous supply arrangements. The procurement supply chain from the successful tender suppliers will be forensically analysed during the lifetime of this tender in order to gauge reliability and service levels from these suppliers.  

South Dublin Libraries appreciates that the Irish book sector is under significant pressure in the current economic climate and in particular due to recent trends in customer purchasing behaviour. The level of expenditure by South Dublin Libraries with UK book suppliers for 2012 will remain at the same level as for 2011 – the spend will simply be transferred to the successful supplier resulting from the joint tender.”
On proposing his motion Councillor P. Cosgrave stated that in his opinion the weighting of 65% on price and 35% on service used to evaluate this tender was unfair and should have weighted heavier on the service side. He claimed that focus on price did not give local suppliers a chance to compete against Bertrams who are a world-wide supplier.  He stated his understanding of the need for councils to be conscious of cost but Irish companies, who provide jobs locally with excellent service records, were not in a position to compete.  He also expressed the view that Members should have been made aware of the tender position through the relevant SPC.
A debate on the issue of procurement followed with contributions from Councillors J. Lahart, E. Coburn, G. O’Connell and M. Duff all of whom agreed in principle with the procurement system.  The following were the main points raised:

· General disappointment that the biggest category contract was awarded to a 
company outside Ireland

· How lead role (Dun Laoghaire / Rathdown County Council) was decided 
and what part South Dublin County Council played in this particular 
collaboration

· Benefit of low prices may be a short term benefit
· EU tendering guidelines provide that social consideration should be taken 
into account

· Need to meet with the unsuccessful tenderers to hear their comments
· Suggestion that weighting should have been tweaked in favour of service
· Although not a reserved function the need for Members to be aware of 
contract tendering/awarding in advance.
Director of Corporate, Human Resources and Libraries Services Mr. P. Murphy drew Members’ attention to the principles of public procurement and the need to comply fully with these principles.  He stated that the 65% / 35% award criteria was applied against all tenders who had passed the initial selection criteria: the process which assesses the capacity and capability of a company to provide the required service. Mr. Murphy clarified that under procurement regulation any suggestion of “tweaking” percentage weightings etc. during the process would mean abandoning the entire process and starting again.

Mr Murphy explained that the tender opportunity had been divided into 4 specific categories of books and did not represent more than 50% of the overall budget spend.  He advised of the national public sector shift to collaborative tendering and procurement aggregation which aims to ensure cost effectiveness through leveraging public sector demand in certain markets, and the streamlining of processes,  and advised that all unsuccessful tenderers are notified of the outcome of the selection process, the advantages of the winning tender over theirs and that de-briefing sessions are conducted if required.  

Mr. Murphy gave an undertaking to meet with any suppliers who requested such a meeting.

The reports were NOTED.
  M9/0512
CHARGING FOR INSTALLATION OF WATER METERS
It was proposed by Councillor C. Bond, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

“That this Council is opposed to charging householders for the installation of water meters.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the members' sentiments will be conveyed to the Minister for the Environment Community and Local Government.”

Councillor Bond stated that, regardless of one’s stance on the issue of charging for water, he felt that following the serious issues with the recent introduction of the household charge and the subsequent public backlash which undermined the legitimacy of a household tax, that public support for water charging would not be gained by charging for meter installation.

Councillor P. Cosgrave supported the motion as did Councillor M. Devine who also stated that she was opposed to water charges in general.

Councillor E. Walsh spoke on the issue of a flat charge and stated that he would not be supporting the motion.


In response Councillor C. Bond stated that as the Council was aspiring to good water conservation habits a flat charge would not be ideal.


The Mayor, Councillor C. Jones, put the motion to the floor for a show of hands vote. The result was as follows:

FOR:


12 (TWELVE)

AGAINST:

3 (AGAINST)

ABSTAINED:
1 (ONE) 


The motion was AGREED.
M10/0512

DATA ACCESS & HOUSEHOLD CHARGES
In accordance with Standing Order No. 20, as Councillor C. King was absent from the chamber when this item was reached, the following motion in his name FELL:
“That this Council calls on the Manager not to avail of the powers given to this Council under section 14 of the Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 which provides access to information held by utility companies  for the purpose of identifying potential liability to the house hold charge.”
M11/0512
NATIONAL CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION STRATEGY 
 It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor D. Looney:

“That this Council is disappointed at the failure of the present and previous Government to publish a National Climate  Change  Adaptation Strategy, as promised by Government as long ago as 2007 and requests the Manager to convey this view to the Minister for the  Environment and Local Government and urge him to publish the Adaption Strategy at an early date.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the members' sentiments will be conveyed to the Minister for the Environment Community and Local Government.

In South Dublin, significant progress has been made in the implementation of the Council's Climate Change Strategy. Below is a report recently presented to the Council's Environment Strategic Policy Committee on progress to date -

Climate Change Strategy Progress Report 
The purpose of the South Dublin County Climate Change strategy is to promote best practice in relation to Climate Change issues. Five focus sections were set out in the strategy - Energy, Planning, Transport, Waste Management and Biodiversity. 

Under each section actions and key performance indicators were set out. The following table sets out the progress achieved to date on each of the actions and key performance indicators in relation to Waste Management and Biodiversity. 

The sections relating to energy, planning, transport will be dealt with in a presentation to follow.

Waste Management 
	SDCC Actions
	Progress 

	SDCC procurement
	 

	Under a new green procurement guideline, make demands regarding packaging and other waste related issues when procuring supplies etc.
	This objective is incorporated into the Council’s procurement Policy and as such is implemented in all procurement processes undertaken by the Council.

	Prevention 
	 

	Continue to expand the resources for awareness and educational staff and campaigns specifically targeted at waste prevention at the household, school and business level
	·         Green Business seminar during Eco Week 

· Water conservation packs and hippos to schools – water waste prevention 

· Home Composting Demonstration Site at Airfield in conjunction with DLRCC 

· Stop Food Waste exhibition during Eco Week in County Hall 

· Rotters Guide to Composting Ballyroan Library during Eco Week 

· Water Roadshow visiting all libraries for two weeks at a time during the summer months 

· New Household Water Conservation Leaflet 

· New Water Conservation Viral Advert 

· Bulbs not Bonfires campaign during Halloween 2010 

· Garbo Litter/Waste Workshops for Junior Primary School pupils

	Reuse
	 

	Continue to promote and extend the FREE trade web service  
	· Launch of the new Free Trade website for all Ireland launched this was publicised on www.sdcc.ie
· Link  to FreeTradeIreland.ie from SDCC.ie 

· It is placed on a use links page on the Eco-Week brochure 

· It is promoted on an ongoing basis during awareness talks

	Maintain the support of existing community reuse schemes through educational and financial support and support the development of new initiatives
	· CCRI participated in Eco Week Events by holding a WEEE to work collection at County Hall 

· FREE WEEE collections Days through out the County 

	Materials Recycling
	 

	Meet the 59% (Waste Management Plan) recycling target by 2013 and make Dublin a leading recycling region in Europe
	· Brown bins rolled out to 76,000 SDCC customers (now Greyhound customers) in 2010. 

· 2,726 tonnes of biodegradable waste diverted from landfill in 2010. 

· 1,723 tonnes of bio waste diverted from landfill in first quarter of  2011.

	Monitor the development of new internal markets for recyclables and actively consider the use of recyclable products in line with the new green procurement guidelines 
	·         The Council promotes an increasingly sustainable approach to its procurement activities at all times. This includes consideration of environmental, social, and financial factors and requirements, within applicable legislative constraints ·         SDCC is awaiting the national green procurement plan 

	Implement the Commercial Waste Bye-Laws to ensure that business and industry source separate specific recyclable and organic waste generated on-site
	· Both the Commercial Food Waste Regulations which came into force in July 2010 as well as the Council’s Commercial Waste Bye Laws are being implemented.

	Monitor the quality of recycled waste
	· Quality Control measures are in place at the Regional MRF. 

· Monitoring of quality control at other facilities is implemented by both the EPA, where appropriate, or the Council’s waste enforcement section.  

	Encourage source composting
	· Home Composting Demonstration Site at Airfield in conjunction with DLRCC 

· Rotters Guide to Composting Ballyroan Library during Eco Week 

· Stop Food Waste exhibition during Eco Week in County Hall

	Biological Treatment
	 

	Progress the delivery of the centralized treatment facilities for Dublin as swiftly as possible
	· The lead authority for the planning of this facility is Fingal County Council.

	Advance the implementation of the brown bin scheme
	· The Council is no longer involved in the Waste Collection business

	Energy Recovery 
	 

	Continue to develop the infrastructure to capture landfill gas at its facilities
	· This is ongoing.  There is currently 1 gas engine at Friarstown and 11 at Arthurstown and these meet the current output of landfill gas at both sites.

	Landfill
	 

	Aim to achieve a landfill gas capture rates of 70-75% are achieved at the existing and proposed landfill facilities to minimize the emissions of methane gas
	· At present approx 80% of the Arthurstown landfill has been capped with all landfill gas captured at the capped portion of the landfill.  Gas extraction wells and pipework are in place throughout the entire site, however some gas emissions occur from the uncapped portion of the site.  It is estimated that currently in the region of 90% of all gas produced is captured.

	Waste Transportation 
	 

	Optimise the routes traveled by the waste collection vehicles
	· The Council is no longer involved in the Waste Collection business


	Target Indicators
	Progress

	Tonnes of (methane producing) organic waste diverted from landfill
	· 2,726 tonnes of biodegradable waste diverted from landfill in 2010. 

· 1,723 tonnes of bio waste diverted from landfill in first quarter of  2011.

	Share (%) of waste that is recycled
	· 37.9%


Parks & Landscape Services Department
	Action
	Progress

	Indicator 9. Habitat maintenance  
	% Habitat maintained.   3 % increase. (1700 ha. under maintenance)  

	Flora & Fauna surveys
	Bio Blitz Waterstown Park, Liffey Valley May 2011   687 species recorded giving a density of  10.6 species per hectare.

	 
	 

	Tree planting
	700 new trees planted in 2010 / 2011 planting season.

	 
	 

	Green roof
	No new facilities as there is no building work currently ongoing in the parks department

	 
	 

	Indicator 10. Population
	% Population

	 
	 

	Track seasonal changes in plant/animal populations related to meteorological data.
	No progress. Progressing this action requires outsourcing for the technical elements of the action  

	 
	 

	Project to survey distribution of indicator species of butterfly/moth and track changes over time.
	Project initiated in Dodder Valley Park under auspices of Heritage Officer.

	 
	 

	Continue stringent protection of Natura 2000 sites.
	An Appropriate Assessment Screening process was undertaken in September 2009 for the draft County Development Plan to ensure that no impacts on any Natura 2000 site were likely to result from the draft Plan.   The conclusion of the screening assessment was that no impacts on any Natura 2000 sites located either within or outside of the County were deemed likely to arise.   Carry out Appropriate Assessments on any site likely to have an impact on a Natura 2000 site.  In SDCC’s case this would be any site bordering the Liffey or any site bordering a river that flows into the Liffey.  (The rationale is that the pollution of a Natura 2000 site (Dublin Bay) could be caused by the cumulative effect of minor pollution from developments along the Liffey or any river flowing into it.  We are doing this appropriate assessment for the new depot on the Grange Lands as it borders the Griffeen.)  

	 
	 

	Create a network of corridors linking Natura 2000 sites to each other, to green areas and to South Dublin County conservation areas.
	Ongoing as opportunities arise.

	 
	 

	Continue to provide parks and open spaces
	Ongoing as part of Development Control process. For example the following estates have been taken in charge in 2010. Deerpark Square, Tallaght 0.24ha Westbourne, Clondalkin 0.03ha Abbeywood, Lucan 0.46ha  

	 
	 

	Maintain existing streams and rivers as open channels.
	Ongoing subject to Development Control and Environmental Services Department requirements. This is ongoing. SDCC has not allowed any significant culverting of rivers or streams in its area preferring to allow such rivers and streams flow in as much as possible in their natural state. The two major topics for rivers and streams at the moment are the ERBD, Water Management Plan and the CFRAM (catchment Flood risk and Assessment Management (Studies). The Water Framework Directive through the ERBD requires that water bodies achieve good status by 2015 or if they are already “good” that they retain this status. In order to achieve this, modifying rivers of streams is not recommended. In addition, the ongoing flood studies, may require certain works to be carried out to prevent flooding, and whilst these may include some hard defenses, in overall terms such works must undergo risk analysis to ensure any negative impacts with regard to the Water Framework Directive are minimized. Retaining rivers and streams in an open course reduces the number of potential blockage locations (culverts) that in turn may cause flooding in any case.  

	 
	 

	Conduct an evaluation of the impacts and threats of climate change on ongoing planning and development projects  
	Appropriate Assessment for all new projects now in place.

	 
	 

	Maintain valuable mitigation habitats such as wetland and forests
	Ongoing in public parks. 

	 
	 

	Identify opportunities for new habitats, buffer zones and wildlife corridors.
	In accordance with the objectives of the Heritage Plan, 14 Parks staff have received training in hedge laying.  This technique is used to preserve the hedgerow and its associated fauna.  Hedge laying will be implemented in a number of parks across the county as part of the upcoming Arboricultural Works Programme.    A hedgerow management plan is being produced for Waterstown Park as part of a Biodiversity Action Plan.  

	 
	 

	Ensure minimal and appropriately assessed development along riverine zones, including buffer zones
	Ongoing in association with Planning Department and Heritage Officer.

	 
	 

	Provide new wetlands throughout the county.
	Site evaluation is currently in progress for a wetland in Waterstown Park.

	 
	 

	Provide integrated constructed wetlands with appropriate planting
	One staff member has received training in the design of SUD’s  

	 
	 

	Continue to plant trees and shrubs throughout public parks, open spaces and streets of the county to maintain and expand the area of tree canopy.
	700 new trees planted in 2010 /2011 season.

	 
	 

	Use semi permeable paving where possible.
	No new development

	 
	 

	Continue to promote the rich diversity of habitat and associated flora and fauna which is to be found in the public park system in the county
	Bio Blitz May 2011 Ongoing talks by the Park Rangers on the local wildlife.

	 
	 

	Promote and develop 'green infrastructure' linkages and wildlife corridors with adjoining local authorities e.g. along the river valleys of the county.
	8.5km Grand Canal Way Green Route 2010 in association with Dublin City Council and Waterways Ireland.”


Councillor E. Tuffy thanked the Manager for the comprehensive report.   He spoke of the importance that Ireland have a Climate Change Adaptation Strategy and stated that this strategy had been promised by previous Governments. However it would appear economic issues have taken the emphasis away from the issue.  
Councillor M. Corr supported the Motion and also expressed her disappointment that the previous Government had failed to deliver a strategy.

Mr. J. Quinlivan, Director of Environmental Services stated that the report was the annual progress report for SDCC and a further update would be brought to the SPC towards the end of the year.

The motion was AGREED.
M12/0512 

BOUNDARY COMMITTEE FOR LOCAL ELECTORAL AREAS 
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:

“That this Council calls on the Minister of Environment, Community and Local Government to set in place a Boundary Committee for Local Electoral Areas as soon as possible; to ask such a committee/s to report by January 2013; and to consider fixing local electoral boundaries for a set period with alterations made to seat numbers rather than boundaries unless necessary.”
REPORT:
“The last Boundary Committees for Local Electoral Areas were established in January 2008 to review Local Electoral Areas.   The review was considered necessary to take account of the changes in population that had taken place since the last similar review in 1998. The committees were as follows:

Dublin and Cities Electoral Area Boundary Committee reporting on the areas of Dublin City, Cork City, Galway City, Limerick City, Waterford City, and Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown, Fingal and South Dublin County Councils. 

Electoral Area Boundary Committee reporting on the county councils outside of Dublin as well as on Drogheda, Sligo, Bray and Dundalk. 

The Committees were required to report to the Minister and their reports, which were published in June 2008, were considered as the basis for a revision of the Local Electoral Areas for use at the 2009 local elections.  

The review culminated in the signing of a number Local Electoral Area Orders, including the County of South Dublin Local Electoral Area Order 2009, which amended the division of South Dublin County into Local Electoral Areas and fixed the number of members to be elected for each Electoral Area. 

If the motion is passed a copy of the members' sentiments will be conveyed to the Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government.”

Councillor D. Looney spoke on the issue of frequent changing of electoral boundaries and the difficulties which arise when residents are unsure of boundaries and who their local representatives are.  He called for a Boundary Committee to be put in place and for the number of public representatives to change rather than the physical boundaries.


Councillor P. Cosgrave fully supported the motion and made reference to problems which occur in the Rathfarnham Ward in relation to Dáil constituencies and boundaries with Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown.


Councillor M. Corr expressed her concern that boundary changes effected in 2009 caused difficulties, particularly in RAPID areas where representatives were moved  away, and although the criteria for the last review was to respect historical boundaries she felt this did not happen in the Tallaght area. 
The motion was AGREED.
M13/0512
ADDITIONAL REVENUE EXPENDITURE – PUBLIC LIGHTING
It was proposed by Councillor E. Coburn, seconded by Councillor B. Lawlor:
“That this Council discuss with the aid of a report the impact of the public lighting overspend for 2011, the likely underforecast in the 2012 budget and the impact this will have for the overall 2012 budget spend.”
REPORT:
“The 2012 budget for Public Lighting was increased by 9.73% overall (when compared with the Revised 2011 budget) to cater for increases associated with energy costs and consumption.  The adopted budget of €4.625 (€4.215 Revised 2011) million is expected to adequately meet the expenditure requirements for this service in 2012 based on projected costs and including savings from a number of energy initiatives currently underway. However we will continue to manage and monitor costs in this area throughout the year. A six month review is planned for the end of June.

The 2011 budget was reduced as part of the revised budget process based on available information about costs and energy units consumed in 2010 and from January to August 2011.  The updated cost projections did not incorporate price adjustments which were later realised and which affected both the cost per unit consumed and standing charges.  The main reasons for the costs incurred additional to the revised budget for Public Lighting in 2011 are:- 

An increase to the energy per unit charge which affected the last four months of 2011.  Energy costs are billed on a two monthly basis so the additional costs manifested after the revised budget was finalised.  The per unit adjustment resulted in cost increases of €135,000 for 2011 

The ESB applied an increase of 1.36 cent per unit to the standing charge which cost an additional €204,000 in 2011. 

A sum of €130,000 paid in 2011 was properly chargeable to 2010, this arose due to late billing by the energy supplier.”
Councillor Coburn thanked the Manager for the report and correspondence which had passed since the last meeting.  She raised concerns regarding forecasting and tracking of usage during the 2011 budget and queried what affect this would have on the 2012 budgets and on contracts in general across the organization.

Director of Roads & Water Services Ms T. Walsh elaborated on the variations in the 2011 budget and explained that these had occurred due to very favourable rates over an earlier period of 18 months.  She noted that the 2012 budget incorporated an increased expenditure for this service compared with the 2011 revised budget and is considered sufficient in the light of costs and energy consumption for quarter 1 2012 and information currently available re 2012 costs.  However, it is important to note that a six month review is scheduled to take place at the end of June and this will provide an improved overview of potential energy consumption and costs for the year. 


In relation to the Members query regarding broader forecasting for contracts across the organization Ms C. Henehan, Head of Finance stated that budgetary projections are examined monthly and quarterly against outturns and the Finance Department immediately explore the reasons for variances of both incomes and expenditure with the Directors of Services in order to assess the likely impact on the overall budget.  She also noted that the public lights database which had been referenced in discussions about the budget for this service is primarily configured for service related issues such as repairs, replacements and upgrades but that a review of content and configuration will be carried out in order to improve its potential as a budgeting tool for 2013.

 

The report was NOTED.
M14/0512

PARKING BYE-LAWS
In accordance with Standing Order No. 20, as Councillor E. Higgins was absent from the chamber when this item was reached, the following motion in her name FELL:
 
“Given the precedent set by the passing of Motion 11 at the November 2010 Rathfarnham Area Committee, that the Manager confirm that it is possible to amend the Control of Parking Bye- Laws 2010 in accordance with the passing of Motion 20 at the March Lucan Area Committee Meeting and report on how to amend these regulations.”
M15/0512

SALE OF REFUSE SERVICE COSTS
It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor M. Duff:

“That the Manager  presents a detailed breakdown of the costs of Consultants (€250,000) and the  legal costs (€150,000) incurred as part if the Councils Sale of the bin service; to justify these costs; and to provide ar comprehensive report in why Consultants were engaged and to explain the role of the Council’s Law Agent in the sale process.”
REPORT:
“Ernst & Young, having previously advised another local authority on the successful sale of its waste disposal business, was engaged by South Dublin County Council to provide specialist advice in the area of Corporate Mergers and Acquisitions. This advice guided the Council through a process that realized the best possible value and outcome in the circumstances. Ernst & Young also carried out a significant amount of work on behalf of the Council as part of that sale process. The total fee amounted to  €284,487.21 inclusive of VAT.

Arthur Cox Solicitors, having also advised another local authority on the successful sale of its waste disposal business, was engaged by South Dublin County Council to provide the specialist legal advice that was required in the areas of commercial, competition, contract, employment, data protection and other law. The total fee amounted €150,929.75 inclusive of VAT.

Given the specialist nature of the issues involved in the sale of the Council’s business, the Council would not have been in a position to maximise the outcome of such a significant transaction without having access to the resources, expertise, experience, advice and services of both of these companies. The fees paid are considered a reasonable expense in the context of the value achieved in the sale and the savings identified to Council during the remaining lifetime of this Council of some €17million as a result of the sale.”
The report was NOTED. 
M16/0512

LITTER BINS
It was proposed by Councillor M. Devine, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

“That the Manager give a report on the litter bins in the County detailing how many there are and if collectors have experienced and upsurge in the dumping of domestic waste in or around them. Have any been removed or moved since the privatization of the waste services last April?”
REPORT:
“There are 656 litter bins which are serviced across five routes and are collected Monday to Friday. 

Illegal dumping generally and the disposal of domestic waste in litter bins are not new phenomena. Monitoring of routes and individual bins has been a feature of the work of the Cleansing Section for many years. In dealing with such cases, evidence of intentional dumping of waste by individuals is gathered and where possible is prosecuted under Litter or Waste legislation. Such investigations often prove to be very difficult and ultimately, bins may be removed where there is a persistent problem.

Statistics in relation to litter bin yields set out below show that there has been no discernable increase in the use of litter bins over the last numbers of years. In addition, from 1 April 2011 to date, only two litter bins have been removed due to disposal of domestic waste. This figures is not inconsistent with previous years thereby demonstrating that misuse of the Council's litter bins has not increased. The Cleansing Section will continue to monitor the yields and any problem sites that may develop. If there are any specific locations that the Members or public have concerns about they should be notified to the Cleansing Section for investigation.

The following statistics show the total monthly litter bin yields for the period from January 2010 up to present.

	Year 2010
	Tonnage in Litter bins

	January 
	21.720

	February 
	23.58

	March 
	23.57

	April 
	28.03

	May 
	26.10

	June 
	27.20

	July 
	25.96

	August 
	25.44

	September 
	26.02

	October 
	24.540

	November 
	29.010

	December 
	12.220

	 
	 

	Year 2011
	Tonnage in Litter bins

	January
	27.070

	February 
	22.930

	March
	26.640

	April
	24.880

	May
	25.540

	June
	23.880

	July
	27.549

	Aug
	29.660

	September
	25.50

	October 
	28.400

	November
	29.390

	December
	29.320

	
	

	 
	 

	Year 2012
	Tonnage in Litter Bins

	January
	32.570

	February 
	22.460

	March
	26.100

	April
	26.480”


Mr. J. Quinlivan, Director of Environmental Services, informed Members that individual bins were reviewed on an ongoing basis and that a full review in relation to locations, collections etc. would take place in 6 months.
Councillor M. Corr queried if a review of certain locations where bins proved to be troublesome was ongoing.

Councillor M. Devine thanked the Manager for the reassuring response.


The report was NOTED.
M17/0512
SEAP
In accordance with Standing Order No. 20 as Councillor W. Lavelle was absent from the chamber when this item was reached the following motion in his name FELL:
“That this Council recommends that the proposed Sustainable Energy Action Plan should include a detailed multi-year plan for a phased approach (with clear and realistic targets) to incrementally increase the percentage of public lighting columns in the county using energy-saving technology.”
M18/0512
CENSUS
In accordance with Standing Order No. 20, as Councillor E. Higgins was absent from the chamber when this item was reached, the following motion in her name FELL:
“That the Manager provide a County wide analysis of the latest results of the census and advise as to how the findings of the 2011 Census are informing Council policy and decision making process.”
M20/0512

ACTION PLAN FOR JOBS 2012
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor M. Devine:

“That this Committee fully supports the Managers sustaining and Developing Business Initiative, notes the content  of the Action Plan for Jobs 2012, particularly the content of chapter 2 supporting Indigenous Start Ups and Action 205 relating to a new Community Enterprise Centres, asks the Manager to present to the meeting a summary report on the currant position in respect of the Council’s involvement in Community based  Enterprise Centres in the County, and requests the Manager to pursue, with Enterprise Ireland and in context of the Action Plan for Jobs, the realization of additional Community Enterprise Centres in the County, particularly in those parts of the County where there are at present no Community Enterprise Centres.”
REPORT:

“Action Plan for Jobs 2012 builds on work across Government to deliver reform and create economic growth, and will deliver on the third major strand of Government’s economic programme. Action Plan for Jobs 2012 is the first instalment in a multi-year process. Section 2.5 states: 
2.5 Establish a new Community Enterprise Development Programme for the maintenance or
establishment of a strong business development function in the Community Enterprise

Centres funded by Enterprise Ireland. This will see up to 30 centres benefit from a full-time

business development function, providing a 50% grant towards eligible costs or €50,000 over two years.

The Plan is accompanied by a detailed list of the more than 270 actions which includes the measures required to implement each action and the Government body responsible for implementation in each case. The Cabinet has also sanctioned the establishment of a Monitoring Committee which will be chaired by the Taoiseach’s Department and will also include representatives of the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and Forfás. A number of expert staff from Forfás will work closely with the Department of the Taoiseach to assist with the monitoring process. Quarterly reports on implementation will be prepared and published by this monitoring group.

In addition, a series of regional meetings will be held over the coming months as part of the on-going process of consultation on job-creation. 

The Government have indicated their intention to create  “One Stop Shops” called “Local Enterprise Offices” to build on the significant work done by the CEBs to date. The new “one-stop-shop” micro enterprise support structure will be achieved through the dissolution of the existing CEBs and the creation of a new Micro Enterprise and Small Business Unit in Enterprise Ireland (EI) that will work with Local Authorities to establish a new network of Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) in each Local Authority. This restructuring of EI to refocus its efforts on small and micro businesses is part of a wider restructuring that will also see the establishment of a Potential Exporters Division within E.I., and more collaborative work with the IDA.

It is understood that the intention is that Enterprise Ireland and the Local Authorities will be tasked with developing and rolling-out a LEO structure to facilitate the carrying out of the proposed functions of those offices as agreed by Government. It is anticipated that the current cohort of CEB staff will transfer to either Enterprise Ireland or the Local Authority. 

Clearly, a lot of developmental work will need to be done over the coming months to effect these changes across all organisations – the CEBs, the Local Authorities and Enterprise Ireland – and, not least, there will be important HR issues to be addressed. These issues will be addressed having regard to appropriate practices in such instances, including consultations with all relevant Parties and, also, with advice and guidance from the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform,  having due regard to the Croke Park Agreement.

Although much of the above developmental work and discussions will take place at National Level we have substantial groundwork established in South Dublin County in terms of :

· The interagency approach involving the relevant stakeholders embedded in the economic subgroup of the CDB. 

· the research and experience originally gained in the IEZ and now on a regional level with the IEN 

· the physical presence of the CEB in County Hall and the progress made on the concept of an "Innovation Hub" in that public area. 

· the working relationships established with local agencies, business and national bodies through the "Sustaining and developing business programme". 

In terms of employment initiatives the Council will continue to work with all relevant stakeholders through the County Development Board and the County Social Inclusion Measures group in promoting and developing programmes in accordance with Government strategy leading to alignment of skills with enterprise needs. Particularly the Council will work closely with the Local Development Companies, Dodder Valley and CPLN, in the co-ordinated delivery of their Strategies and Action Plans in meeting the goals of the LCDP and specifically in relation to access to training towards job readiness and supporting local enterprise. Local enterprise centres at Killinarden, Brookfield, Bawnogue and Neilstown have been an integral part of this strategy. Occupation levels at the Centres have been consistently at a high level.

A full monthly update on the Council's Strategic Support towards business development and survival is provided at the Corporate Policy Group Meetings at the following link
A similar Motion in the name of Councillor Lavelle was referred to Economic Development SPC from the March Council meeting and is scheduled for discussion at the SPC on 9th May.”
Bottom of Form


Councillor Tuffy thanked the Manager for his report.  He expressed the view that the government is looking to local authorities in the area of job creation and also felt that the government itself also needed to do more in this area.  The Member was of the opinion that it was not just a matter of creating jobs for graduates but that those who had lost employment must get back to work also.


The report was NOTED.

Signed:-________________________________



Mayor 


Date: __________________________________
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