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	COMHAIRLE CONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS


	SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE

(Dealing with Parks,  Housing, Community and Environment)

HELD ON 23rd April, 2012
PRESENT
	Councillors
	Councillors

	Bond C.
	Lawlor B.

	Brophy C.
	Looney D.

	Corr M. 
	Kearns P.

	Duff M.
	King C.

	Hannon J.
	Walsh E.

	Devine M. apologies for non-attendance


           An Cathaoirleach, M. Duff, presided. 
OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Fagan, W. Sheils,  Y. Dervan, 
M. Ni Dhomhnaill, C. Lehane

	Administrative Officers
	T. O’Neill,  P. Fleming

	Senior Executive Parks Superintendent
	M. Hannon

	Senior Staff Officer
	A. Rooney

	Staff Officer
	E. Conlon


T/199/12
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 26th March, 2012, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.  

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Tallaght Area Committee held on 26th March, 2012, be ADOPTED and APPROVED".
PARKS BUSINESS

T/200/12
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor M. Corr   and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions 1 to 6 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."
T/201/12
DAMAGED SLEEPERS AT FIRHOUSE VILLAGE PARK
QUESTION: Councillor B. Lawlor:
"To ask the Manager to remove the damaged sleepers and repair any loose sleepers in Firhouse Village Park?”
REPLY:
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

The Parks and Landscape Services Section is proposing to remove all of the railway sleepers from Firhouse Village Park and replace them with a combination of low stone wall and railings. These works will be subject to the identification of the necessary finance required to implement them. 
In the meantime, the existing railway sleepers will be examined to determine the level of remedial works required to repair / stabilise them.
T/202/12
REMOVAL OF SMALL SHRUBS ON BALLYCULLEN DRIVE

QUESTION: Councillor B. Lawlor
"To ask the Manager,to remove the small shrubs on Ballycullen Drive,(Location on back wall of Killakee view on Ballycullen Drive) which year on year block the pathway during the summer months?”
REPLY:
The Council has no plans to remove the shrubs along the back wall of Killakee View, as these shrubs provide an effective screen along the boundary wall. However, the Parks and Landscape Services Section will arrange to prune back any overgrown shrubs that are encroaching onto the pedestrian footpath.

T/203/12
UPDATE ON TASC PAVILION

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
"To ask the Manager for a progress update on the provision of the TASC Pavilion in Tymon Park, and to make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY:
Tenders were advertised in 2011 for the construction of the TASC pavilion and a suitable contractor was identified to undertake the work.  However, work cannot commence on the project until such time as the legal issues concerning the Deed of Covenant and Charge, required by the Department of Transport Tourism and Sport, have been resolved by the Chief State Solicitor's Office (CSSO).  It is anticipated that as soon as these issues have been resolved, that the Council will be free to move the project forward.  As the CSSO is a separate entity, the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport is unable to give a definite timeframe for the resolution of the legal matters. They have, however, requested that the CSSO deal with the matter as quickly as possible. 

T/204/12
WORK IN BEECHFIELD PARK
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
"To ask the Manager to outline the work carried out in Beechfield Park to date, the plans for work over the coming months, and the long-term plans for the park, including the provision of a small playground?"

REPLY:
The Parks and Landscape Services Section, in consultation with the Cherryfield Residents Association, has developed a landscape masterplan for phased improvement works to be undertaken in Beechfield Park, subject to the availability of finance to fund the works.

Works commenced in 2011 and to date have included:

T/205/12
MEETING WITH RESIDENTS OF ST. JOSEPH’S ROAD


QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
"To ask the Manager to provide a date, time and venue for meeting with residents of St Joseph's Rd, Greenhills in order for all residents on the road to have their input into plans to deal with trees on the road?"

                        REPLY:

Proposals to deal with the trees on St. Joseph's Road were presented to the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting in November 2011. 

Following discussions on the proposal  some local residents requested a meeting with Council Officials to discuss the plans that had been presented.  The residents were concerned at the extent of the works proposed and were anxious for the retention of trees that were to due to be felled and requested that the felling be done in a staged way rather than immediately as planned in order to prevent the immediate deterioration in the local landscape that felling would entail.  The Parks and Landscape Services Section agreed to consider a revised plan which would include for tree pruning as well as a phased implementation of the overall plan for dealing with the particular issues in relation to the trees on this road.  

In order to consider all of the views from the residents of St Joseph's Road that need to be considered in the making of a revised plan it is proposed to hold a public meeting locally in the coming weeks.  This meeting will be open to all of the residents of St Josephs Road.

Following this public meeting a Headed Item will be brought to the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting to update the Members on the outcome and how the Council intends to progress with the plan.
T/206/12
CLEANING OF GREENTREES PARK

QUESTION: Councillor E. Walsh

"An bhféadfadh leis an gComhairle Contae an dá fhaiche i bPáirc na gCrann Glas i mBaile Pheire, Baile Átha Cliath 12 a ghlanadh go cúramach. Tá an iomarca bruscair ann faoi láthair.

Would the County Council clean the two fields in Greentrees Park in Perrystown, Dublin 12, carefully. There is currently an excessive amount of litter present."   

REPLY:
Baintear an bruscar as Páirc na gCrann Glas mar chuid den Róta um Bearradh Féir. Is é sin le rá go mbailítear an t-ábhar sula mbearrtar an féar. Tarlaíonn bearradh an fhéir ar róta 15 – 18, ach ní féidir tabhairt faoin mbruscar ar fad a bhailiú i gcónaí roimh an bhféar a bhearradh toisc go bhfuiltear ag díriú ábhar a bhailiú a d'fhéadfaí a stialladh le linn an féar a bhearradh. Tá fadhbanna áirithe maidir leis an iompar frithshóisialta sa cheantar agus leis seo tagann fás ar an mbruscar nuair a bhíonn an iomarca i gceist ag bruscair ag amanna áirithe agus rachaidh Rannóg na bPáirceanna agus Seirbhísí Tírdhreachtaithe i dteagmháil leis an Aonad Glantacháin chun cabhrú leo déileáil leis seo.

The litter in Greentrees Park is removed as part of the Grass Cutting rota, i.e. the material is removed prior to grass cutting.  Grass cutting takes place on a 15-18 rota but it is not always possible to conduct a complete litter removal prior to grass cutting as the focus in on removing material that could become shredded during the cutting exercise.  There are some problems with anti social activity in the area that cause an excess of litter to build up at particular times and the Parks and Landscape Services Section will liaise with the Cleansing Unit to assist in dealing with this.  

T/207/12
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading
T/208/12
CORRESPONDENCE

It was noted there was no business under this heading.
T/209/12
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

WEEDS IN FIELD AT ALLENTON DRIVE

It was proposed by Councillor C. Bond, seconded by Councillor M. Duff:

“That the Council please address the issue of weeds and overgrowth by the fence at the field on Allenton Drive, this is becoming unsightly and is attracting illegal dumping.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ and NOTED:
“The grassed margin outside the boundary railing to the open space along Allenton Drive is cut and maintained as frequently as possible within the capacity and resources currently available to the Council. The frequency of cut (currently between three and four weeks) is subject to a number of variables including staff and machinery resources, weather conditions as well as other works which, from time to time, have to take priority over grasscutting. Maintenance of this area is also affected by the illegal parking of vehicles on the margin which obstructs machinery and also causes damage to the surface. 

The issue of weeds and overgrowth by the fence at the playing field on Allenton Drive has been referred to the relevant Parks Supervisor for the area and who will arrange to have the matter dealt with as soon as possible.”
T/210/12
CYCLE ROUTES IN TYMON PARK
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy:

“That this Committee supports the speedy provision of specific and dedicated cycling routes in Tymon Park and encourages their use in the interests of safety, environmental sustainability and amenity for residents and commuters.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“Arising from the changes to the Parks Bye Laws and that were adopted by the Council in  September 2011 it is now permissible to cycle on the paths provided in our public parks and open spaces.  The particular wording in relation to this and contained in the Bye Laws is as follows:

3.5       The use of bicycles, skateboards, in-line skates, roller-skates, non motorised  scooters and similar vehicles are permitted subject to careful use and consideration for other Park users. A maximum speed limit of 20kph shall apply to all such vehicles with the exception of areas designated for cycle training and races by prior agreement with the Council.
It is the experience and advice to date that cycling should be accommodated on existing paths and that in effect the paths should be shared between cyclists and pedestrians.  To create dedicated segregated cycle paths for cycling and walking would incur additional and unsustainable expense that is not available to the Council at the present time.  Additionally, it may not also be environmentally sustainable to pave large sections of our parks and open spaces to achieve segregated paths.  The standard recommended width of path for shared cycling and walking is 3.5m.

In the case of Tymon Park it is proposed that when the resources to do so are available to the Council that the paths in the park will be widened to 3.5m to facilitate both enhanced cycling opportunities in the park and also commuter and leisure cycling to and through the park to other destinations.”
 Following a discussion to which Councillors D. Looney, C. Bropy, E. Walsh, M. Duff, M. Corr and  C. King contributed, Mr. Michael Hannon, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, responded to queries raised.” 
The report was NOTED. 
COMMUNITY BUSINESS

T/211/12
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor M. Corr   and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Question no. 7 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."
T/212/12
THE TALLAGHT FARMERS' MARKET


QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
"To ask the Manager if there have been any efforts to reinstate the Tallaght Farmers' Market, considering possibilities around a change of venue and/or time, and to make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY: 
Currently there are no plans to re-establish a Farmers Market. When the previous group of traders were operating, they were generally disappointed at the level of footfall that the market attracted.  The original market was positioned in the High Street, but this did not turn out to be a suitable location for a number of reasons. This led to the Council's attempt to re-establish the market in Chamber Square. Aside from the low footfall, many people felt that there was not sufficient value for money on offer at many of the stalls, and there were also queries raised about whether the produce on sale was local or otherwise.  
If there are any expressions of interest by market management companies, they will be examined and supported, provided that they can demonstrate that the operation will be cost neutral to the council, and that they add real value to the area.  
T/213/12
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/214/12
CORRESPONDENCE

It was noted there was no business under this heading.
T/215/12
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading
T/216/12
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS


The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF 2079
	Order of Malta
	Major Equipment Grant
	16/02/12
	€2,000



It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff and seconded by Councillor C. Brophy and RESOLVED:


“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report.”
ENVIRONMENT BUSINESS
T/217/12
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor M. Corr   and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Question no.s 8 - 11 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."
T/218/12
UPDATE ON DERELICT SITE AT MCHUGH’S, ST. JAMES’ROAD.
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
"To ask the Manager for an update on the legal proceedings due against the developer of the derelict McHugh's Site on St James' Rd, Greenhills, Dublin 12 and to make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY:
A high court hearing is due today (20th April 2012).  An adjournment is being sought by the Council's Law Department following correspondence and meetings with agents for McHugh Management Company Ltd in order to successfuly obtain a judgement for €60,000 in the future.

T/219/12
LITTER DISPOSED OF AT COUNCIL’S PITCHES


QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
"To ask the Manager to write to all sports clubs who use the Council's pitches and other facilities and ask that all drinks bottles and other litter is appropriately and immediately disposed of, given their responsibilities with regard to maintaining our parks?"

REPLY:
Among the terms and conditions applying to all clubs that are allocated pitches by the Council for the current season (ending 31st May, 2012) is a requirement for clubs to "collect all litter from the pitch, pitch surrounds and the vicinity of the dressing rooms before and after each match/training session and dispose of the litter in a proper manner".  Club officials are further required to "satisfy themselves that the pitch is free from all hazards / traps i.e. broken glass, wire, cans, small depressions, rocks, waste material, holes etc. before each game is played" with  the onus being placed upon clubs to ensure that the pitch is safe for play.  The allocation of pitches for the coming season will commence shortly and these requirements will again be brought to clubs' attention. 

However, if there are any specific pitches where the Members or the general public are aware of  particular problems in this regard, details should be provided to the Environmental Services Department so that the areas in question can be monitored and the clubs involved specifically reminded of their responsibilities as necessary.
T/220/12
TEMPORARY CCTV CAMERA AT OLD BAWN AVENUE
QUESTION: Councillor C. King
"To ask the Manager to investigate the feasibility of erecting a temporary CCTV camera in the vicinity of the roundabout at Old Avenue where illegal dumping continues and which appears to be increasing with a view to ceasing the activity at this location and hopefully identifying the culprits?"

REPLY:
South Dublin County Council currently have one mobile cctv camera in operation.  This camera is moved from one location to another every three months depending on the need and severity of the problems of the location.

Old Bawn Avenue will be added to the list of locations for consideration as possible locations for a mobile camera.

T/221/12
GRAFITTI REMOVAL 


QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
"To ask the Manager for a report on grafitti removal and reporting for the area under the remit of this Committee, broken down to the lowest level available, and to make a statement on the progress being made in dealing with this problem?"

REPLY:
To date in 2012 there have been 53 reports of graffiti received in relation to this Committee's area.  Of these, 35 have been removed by the Council's Graffiti Removal Crew, the Probation Services or through enforcement as appropriate.  The locations at which graffiti has been removed are as follows:

	Wall at Dodder valley Park, Old Bawn Rd.

	Walkway to Spawell

	Mast at Tymon Park

	Old Bawn Road

	Ballycullen Road/Drive

	Maplewood Park

	Walls at Cookstown

	Castlefield Avenue

	Wall opposite Kiltalown Park

	M50 walkways

	Tymonville

	St. James' Road

	Old Bawn Road

	Ambervale

	Cookstown Way

	Ard Mor Green

	New road between Belgard/Cookstown

	Blessington Road

	N81 (Raheen/Maplewood)

	Laneway at redwood Court

	Laneway at St Joseph's Road

	Belgard Green

	Kiltalown park

	Sundale Close

	M50 Walkways

	Birchwood/Fernwood

	Daletree Drive

	Hazelgrove

	Kilnamanagh Pitches

	Glencarrig Drive

	New link road Cookstown

	Old Court Close

	Killininey Road

	Ely estate 

	Old Bawn Road


There are 16 locations where complaints about graffiti have been received and which are scheduled to be inspected/treated as necessary as follows:

	Belgard Heights

	Hazelgrove

	Russell Meadows

	Russell Square/Lawns

	Ballycullen Drive

	New Embankment Road at Alpine Rise/Belgard Height

	Brookfield Court

	Sean Walsh Park

	Bancroft Grove

	Cairnwood Court

	Alpine Rise

	Ard Mor Drive

	Greenhills Road

	St James' Road

	Donomore Crescent

	School boundary walls, Greenhills


In addition, two further locations are currently subject of enforcement investigation.

The Council continues to provide a range of responses to graffiti in the County with information about graffiti prevention and awareness forming part of the Council's Environmental Awareness role with both community groups and schools and, as part of the Litter Management Plan 2011-2014, ongoing campaigns highlight the role everyone plays in keeping the county clean including an anti-graffiti message.  The Environmental Awareness team also continue to distribute Anti-Graffiti grants throughout the County annually.

In addition, the Council’s Graffiti programme incorporates the existing resources provided by the Council's Graffiti Removal Crew and Anti-Litter Wardens, together with a pilot initiative with the Probation Services in dealing with reported graffiti to provide a prompt response to removing graffiti where required.  

These various aspects provide a broad approach to tackling graffiti but it should be noted that the eradication of this problem will require the long-term application of these and similar projects to ultimately create a cultural change.

When a report of graffiti is received, the local Litter Warden will inspect the location and determine whether the graffiti is on public or private property.  Where graffiti is on private property, it is the responsibility of the owner/occupier to remove it although the Litter Warden may assist by providing advice and/or materials.   If graffiti is on public property, treatment is dependant on the surface it is on.  The Graffiti Removal Crew apply paint or cement to walls in public areas to remove graffiti while the Probation Services staff are provided with graffiti removal chemicals supplied by the Council and their available staff apply the chemicals and wash off graffiti where possible.

The Council's Graffiti Removal Crew currently comprises a supervisor and two staff and this is supplemented by the arrangement with the Probation Services whereby they provide an additional crew comprising one supervisor and up to five men on two days per week.”
T/222/12
LITTER MANAGEMENT PLAN 2011-2014 QUARTERLY REPORT



The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“1. Develop programmes on the basis of targeting the various litter categories, blackspots and illegal means of disposing of waste/refuse
· Fast food poster prepared, distributed to all fast food outlets and notice placed on website 

· Participation in Anti gum workshop and launch to take place in May 

· The anti dog fouling stencil placed in parks and  prioritising placement of stencils in residential areas

2. Develop a customer focused litter complaints procedure in order to deal effectively and efficiently with complaints
·         
Ongoing monitoring/review of the CCS and FYS systems to ensure Corporate commitments are and continue to be met.

	 
	1st January - 29th March  2012

	General 
	Overall

	Abandoned Cars
	35

	Burnt out cars
	11

	Community Clean-ups
	93

	Open spaces 
	55

	Social credits
	60

	 
	 

	Cleansing 
	 

	Cleansing
	218

	Graffiti
	89

	 
	 

	Enforcement
	 

	Litter warden service
	633

	Illegal dumping
	552

	Litter fines/prosecutions
	62

	Total 
	1808


	  Waste Collection & Disposal Tonnages - Jan – Mar 2012  

	Cleansing
	226.40

	Operations
	223.95

	Litter Bin collections
	  80.77

	Total
	531.12


3. Continue to actively enforce litter pollution and waste management legislation, bye laws and standards
· Litter survey and monitoring training for staff has taken place. The results will provide data for National Litter Monitoring Survey. 

· CCTV policy with regard to litter monitoring being reviewed

 
4. Improve the litter disposal systems available to the public
· Survey on level of servicing of bins will lead to more efficient schedule of emptying and cleaning of bins.

 
      
5. Expand the recycling opportunities within the County
· Textile tender  - award of contract to commence at start of second quarter. 

· Bring banks  - new sites identified for recycling. 

· 'How to manage waste in the home' leaflet includes information on waste prevention, reuse and recycling.

6. Continue to monitor and review road cleansing service in order to provide an improved service.
· Road sweeping  - The current contract has been extended and the new contract to be appointed early April.

7. Develop a litter management programme for designated urban areas within the County – Tallaght city, Clondalkin town centre and other designated areas
· Community engagement including businesses, residents and schools is required to effect change. Tidy Towns talks held in Clondalkin and Lucan, planned talks to take place in Rathcoole, Palmerston and Brittas. 

· Environment Department leading focus on Public realm with an emphasis on litter management.

8. Prepare litter management, education and awareness programmes that promote community and business involvement, community identity and responsibility, personal responsibility, youth activity etc.
· Green schools programme 

· Green Times distributed to all schools 

· Tidy Towns information programme ongoing. 

· Litter awareness workshop for staff from all departments to encourage a Council wide collaborative approach to creating a litter free County.. 

· Anti -Gum litter  campaign targeting young people to be launched in May

 
     
9. Encourage active participation in Anti Litter Campaigns
· Community clean ups guidelines produced and included in Social Credits System 

· National Spring Clean April 2012 promoted and encouraged. 

· Tidy towns –Over 100 people attended  a  Public meeting held in Tallaght on 16th Feb. as a result of the interest local meetings have been arranged to establish the Tidy Town process 

10. Develop a communications programme to promote a litter free County – including the promotion of the use of www.southdublin.ie and www.dublinwaste.ie 
· 'How to manage waste in the home leaflet 'distributed to all households. 

· Social media campaign based on 'How to manage waste in the home' 

· Fast food information and school newsletter Green Times  available online 

· Partnership with Echo newspaper on Tidy Towns – with a weekly Tidy Towns update in the newspaper

11. Optimise the application of available technology in the enforcement and prevention of litter
There is an ongoing programme to optimise the use all available technology including the www.fixyourstreet.ie , CCTV, customer contact system and spatial mapping. Mobile data gathering surveys are used to directly capture and map all data – litter bin locations, recycling locations and litter black spots. The litter wardens service also use data gathering mobile phones to record, photograph and pinpoint location of dumping and littering.

Data from mobile phones used to monitor effectiveness of cleansing schedule.

12. Utilise systematic data analysis systems to monitor and plan Litter management and decision making
The ongoing use of mobile data capture systems automatically records locations and activity. This leads to the ability to spatially map and inform decision making. 

Litter Survey results will be used to provide effective monitoring of actions.

 
    
  13. Continue to research and implement best practice models
A cross departmental litter forum has been established to review current practices, monitor litter related activity and progress actions under the implementation plan of the Litter Management Plan.

Collaborative discussions ongoing with the ESB regarding condition of sub stations and efforts to establish a protocol to deal with graffiti and litter in their surrounds

 
     
 14. Ensure the provision of a litter management plan for all major events
      
Litter management is included in licence agreements.”
Following a discussion to which Councillors Councillor M. Duff contributed, Ms. Maire Ni Domhnaill and Ms. Yvonne Dervan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised. 

      
The report was NOTED. 
T/223/12
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/224/12
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/225/12
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS
T/226/12
ALLOTMENTS 
The following Motion by Councillor M. Devine was NOT MOVED:
“That the Manager update members on the Allotments SDCC let to the public in this Committee area,  with particular reference to the waiting list and the frequency of assessments.”
T/227/12
ILLEGAL DUMPING IN THE AREA

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor Duff:
“That this Committee calls on the Manager to report on illegal dumping in the area since January of this year and to state has there been a marked increase in this activity since the abolition of the Waiver scheme which was being delivered by Greyhound Waste Services.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“A leaflet advising on How to Manage Household Waste has been circulated to all households in the County recently.

As with previous amendments to the waiver scheme (e.g. reduction in number of tags provided per year, and reducing black bin lifts to accommodate brown bin lifts) the Council will ensure that all staff involved in the Cleansing and Enforcement areas remain vigilant in assessing any potential impact on the level of illegal dumping in the County and be positioned to take action as required.  Additionally, reports of illegal dumping received through the Customer Contact System will be monitored and all Council outdoor staff generally are being requested to report any illegal dumping so that targeted responses can be delivered to specific areas where required.

The level of customer contacts for relevant categories for the year throughout the County to date is shown below:

	Customer Contacts
	Month
	
	
	
	

	Category
	January
	February
	March
	April*
	Total

	Cleansing
	55
	66
	106
	32
	259

	Illegal Dumping
	236
	176
	137
	57
	606

	Litter Wardens Service
	230
	195
	204
	80
	709

	Total
	521
	437
	447
	169
	1574

	*figures up to 12th April only.
	
	
	
	
	


The statistics above do not show any increases coinciding with the end of the waivers while staff reports and anecdotal evidence do not show any marked increases as yet.  It is anticipated that the vast majority of former waiver recipients are law abiding and will make suitable arrangements to recycle and dispose of their waste appropriately.”
Following a contribution from Councillor C. King, Ms. Y. Dervan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised. 

The report was NOTED.
T/228/12
DOG ATTACKS

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor Duff:   

“That this Committee calls on the Manager to report on the number of dog attacks on Humans in the Tallaght area in the past two years and to further report on how many of these were by 'dangerous breeds' and finally how many animals were 'destroyed' as a result of such attacks.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government requires Local Authorities to complete the report on Control of Dogs return on an annual basis.  This report requires Local Authorities to provide figures over a number of headings, which include but are not limited to, the number of dogs, seized, surrendered, rehomed, reclaimed and put to sleep within a specific year.  The number of fines issued for having a dog without a dog licence and for not having a dog under effectual control are also provided.  These figures are published on the Departments website each year.  The Department does not request figures on the number of dog attacks broken down in to whether a dog was classified as a Restricted Breed or not.  South Dublin County Council does not record this data.

The Dog Warden reports that not all incidences of dogs attacking humans are reported to the Couth Council.  Of those that come to the Council's attention, it is found that they tend to occur within the family home.  It should be noted that under Section 16 of the Control of Dogs Act, Dog Wardens may enter any premises, other than a dwelling, to carry out their duties.

The Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government requires Local Authorities to complete the report on Control of Dogs return on an annual basis.  This report requires Local Authorities to provide figures over a number of headings, which include but are not limited to, the number of dogs, seized, surrendered, rehomed, reclaimed and put to sleep within a specific year.  The number of fines issued for having a dog without a dog licence and for not having a dog under effectual control are also provided.  These figures are published on the Departments website each year.  The Department does not request figures on the number of dog attacks broken down in to whether a dog was classified as a Restricted Breed or not.  South Dublin County Council does not record this data.

The Dog Warden reports that not all incidences of dogs attacking humans are reported to the Couth Council.  Of those that come to the Council's attention, it is found that they tend to occur within the family home.  It should be noted that under Section 16 of the Control of Dogs Act, Dog Wardens may enter any premises, other than a dwelling, to carry out their duties.”
Following a contribution from Councillor C. King, Ms. Y. Dervan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised. 
The report was NOTED. 
HOUSING BUSINESS

T/229/12
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor M. Corr   and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Question 12 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."
T/230/12
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
"To ask the Manager for a report on the statistics relevant to the Choice-Based Letting, Applicant Sourced Housing and the overall Social Housing Leasing Initiative for the area under the remit of this Committee, broken down to the lowest level available, and to make a statement on the progress being made in meeting housing need in this area?"

REPLY:
A total of  299 expressions of interest have been received  in respect of privately owned properties in the Tallaght electoral area under the Social Housing Leasing Initiative of which 44 are through the Applicant Sourced Homes(ASH) scheme.  This includes 11  properties which were eligible under the Rental Accommodation Scheme(RAS) in so far as the tenants are in receipt of social welfare rent supplement payment for in excess of eighteen months.  

To  date 81 properties(including 3 RAS eligible cases)  have been procured through lease arrangements, of which 11 are ASH  and the properties made available for tenanting. A further  14 properties including 5 ASH cases are currently in process. The remainder of the 299 expressions of interest were closed as either agreement could not be reached with the property owner or the property was not suitable.   

The ASH programme which initially commenced in late 2010 was temporarily suspended to facilitate the implementation of Choice Based Letting (CBL). Since CBL is now firmly in place and running successfully the further rollout of the ASH programme in tandem with CBL was recommenced in March 2012 as mechanisms in the provision of  housing to meet the needs of persons on the social housing waiting lists. To date 120 letters have issued to housing applicants South of the Naas Road in order of housing list position  in reference to demand for house size. This is done in the interest of fairness to all applicants and to avoid inflation of the rental market for any particular house type.

To date 22 responses have been received from the 120 letters issued. 

It is planned to continue the implementation of the ASH scheme by offering the ASH option over a period of time in batches of 60/100 to all applicants on the housing list.           

With regard to the Choice Based Letting Scheme (C B L) full implementation commenced on 14/10/2011 and it is now fully operational and very successful.  Voluntary Housing Associations have also agreed to be included in the scheme.

To date 97 dwellings have been advertised  countywide - 67 for  South of the Naas Road and 30 for North of the Naas Road housing areas - broken down  as follows:-

	SIZE OF DWELLING
	 1 BEDROOM 
	2  BEDROOM
	3 BEDROOM
	TOTAL

	SDCC - NORTH OF NAAS ROAD 
	4
	16
	9
	29

	SDCC - SOUTH OF NAAAS ROAD
	4
	25
	29
	58

	VHA – NORTH OF NAAS ROAD
	 
	1
	 
	1

	VHA – SOUTH OF NAAS ROAD
	1
	8
	 
	9

	 
	9
	50
	38
	97


 All dwellings have received expressions of interest with an average 71 per dwelling.     

T/231/12
ANTI SOCIAL REPORT FIRST QUARTER

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“QUARTERLY ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR REPORT 

STATISITCAL ANALYSIS OF  REPORTED ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR IN THE TALLAGHT AREA FOR THE 

1ST  QUARTER – JANUARY TO MARCH 2012

The table below provides statistical analysis of reported anti social activity in the Tallaght area on a quarterly basis.  In the 1st quarter of 2012, a total of 132 incidents of anti social behaviour were recorded on  foot of which 404 actions were taken.  In the 1st quarter of 2012 there were 928 working files countywide.

Incidents of anti social behaviour are categorised in accordance with the Council's Anti Social Behaviour Policy Document which was adopted by the Elected Members in 2005 

	Incidents reported
	1st Qtr 2011
	2nd Qtr 2011
	3rd Qtr 2011
	4th Qtr 2011
	 1st Qtr 2012

	Priority 1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Drugs Activity reported to SDCC
	8
	6
	1
	4
	 8

	Criminal Activity reported to SDCC
	18
	9
	14
	7
	 27

	Joyriding reported to SDCC
	1
	1
	1
	0
	 1

	Violence/intimidation/ harassment reported to SDCC (some of which may be racially motivated)
	33
	44
	27
	13
	 23

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Priority 2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Squatters/illegal occupiers reported to SDCC
	9
	11
	5
	4
	 5

	Vandalism reported to SDCC
	20
	16
	17
	11
	 14

	Physical condition of property reported to SDCC
	28
	15
	11
	7
	 16

	Racism reported to SDCC
	1
	0
	2
	1
	 2

	Vacant House reported to SDCC
	9
	13
	11
	9
	 9

	Neighbour Dispute reported to SDCC
	4
	2
	1
	2
	 2

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Priority 3
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Noise/disturbance reported to SDCC
	25
	16
	18
	9
	 14

	Pets/animal nuisance reported to SDCC
	4
	6
	7
	1
	 4

	Children Nuisance reported to SDCC
	10
	5
	3
	9
	 7

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 Total Incidents reported
	170
	144
	118
	77
	 132

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 Total Complaints
	184
	132
	121
	77
	 139

	 Actions
	569
	603
	516
	354
	 404

	Housecall
	178
	181
	148
	80
	 89

	House Inspections
	15
	13
	9
	3
	 4

	Formal Office Interviews
	56
	59
	42
	33
	 58

	Phone interviews complainant/tenant
	140
	122
	121
	96
	 108

	Referred to HWO
	3
	4
	2
	2
	 1

	Referred to EHO
	3
	2
	2
	0
	 1

	Referred to Family Support
	0
	0
	0
	0
	 0

	Referred to Mediation
	0
	0
	5
	0
	 4

	Garda Consultation
	25
	28
	15
	13
	 24

	Other SDCC section consulted
	62
	72
	79
	44
	 44

	Health Services Consultation 
	0
	1
	1
	1
	 0

	Case Conference - Multi Agency
	0
	1
	0
	2
	 1

	Case Conference - Internal
	1
	2
	0
	0
	 3

	Verbal Warning given
	4
	7
	2
	0
	 5

	Warning Letters issued
	14
	9
	6
	5
	 4

	Abandonment Notice Served
	3
	4
	2
	8
	 2

	Pre-emptive Surrender
	0
	0
	0
	2
	 0

	Notice to Quit Served
	1
	0
	1
	5
	 1

	Demand for Possession Served
	0
	2
	1
	1
	 2

	Excluding Order sought / obtained by Tenant 
	2
	8
	0
	0
	 0

	House Surrendered
	2
	3
	2
	6
	 1

	Sitexed House
	8
	7
	7
	9
	 9

	 Traveller Support worker visit
	0
	0
	0
	0
	 0

	 Letter for interview
	23
	35
	26
	12
	 18

	File reopened
	12
	11
	21  
	12
	 10

	Court date
	0
	0
	0
	0
	 0

	Decree awarded
	0
	1
	0
	0
	 0

	Did not attend for interview
	6
	10
	11
	6
	 6

	FOI report received / issued
	0
	0
	0
	6
	 0

	Section 15 requested
	0
	3
	0
	1
	 0

	Section 20 eviction
	0
	0
	0
	0
	 0

	Tenant transferred
	1
	1
	1
	1
	 0

	Referred to law dept
	0
	1
	0
	0
	 0

	Priority transfer refused (new category)
	4
	1
	1
	4
	 2

	Priority transfer requested (new category)
	4
	10
	10
	1
	 7

	Priority transfer approved (new category)
	2
	5
	1
	1
	 0

	Total actions
	569
	603
	516
	354
	 404


The Council, through the office of its Estate Management Team hosts weekly Housing Clinics at the following locations:  

Killinarden Community Centre - Every Friday 11am-12noon

Glenshane/Rossfield - 12 Brookfield Court, Every Friday 11-12noon

Mary Mercer – Every Thursday 11am – 12 noon 

Fettercairn Community Centre - Every Wednesday 11am - 12 noon

Macuilliam Housing Development – Every 2nd Thursday 2.30pm – 4.00pm.

However people are invited to also report incidents of anti social behaviour through the following means – freephone 1800 200 245, telephone 414 9000, through the Customer Care system, by visiting County Hall or the Clondalkin Civic Centre.

Members of the public are encouraged to utilise these clinics and avenues for the purpose of discussing housing related matters including incidents of anti social behaviour in respect of which all such matters are treated with confidentiality.  The clinics are attended by the Allocations Support Officer for the area and the local Community Garda.”

Following a contribution from Councillor C. King, Mr. P. Fleming, Administrative Officer, responded to queries raised. 
The report was NOTED.
T/232/12
THE HOUSING CONSTRUCTION AND PROCUREMENT REPORT

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The Housing Construction and Procurement Report 

Social Housing Leasing Initiative
As at 1/4/12, a total of 142 privately owned properties have been procured county wide under lease arrangements and the properties made available for tenanting by persons on the social housing waiting list.  78 of these properties are in the Tallaght electoral area.  A further 30 cases are currently in process of which 10 are in the Tallaght  electoral area.

Rental Accommodation Scheme
31st March 2012. 

1,472  Rent Supplement recipients have transferred to the Rental Accommodation Scheme since the council started implementing the scheme in 2005 .  A combination of transfers was involved however the majority transferred in their existing accommodation.  The remainder was transferred to the scheme in alternative accommodation for a variety of reasons including inappropriate sized property (underaccommodated/overaccommodated) and their landlord being unwilling to take part in the scheme.   Vacant properties were contracted into the scheme to facilitate this category of transfer.

Since their transfer to the scheme some tenants have moved again for a variety of reasons including moving to alternative accommodation, moving abroad, moving to another county, purchasing their own property. 

At the end of March 1,233 families were living in RAS homes in the county.  535 of these families are living in the Tallaght area.

As part of the rollout of  the RAS and the Social Housing Leasing Initiative the management of the inspections regime for compliance with the Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations was homed in the Procurement Unit and all homes taken into social use are inspected for full compliance with these standards. 4,440 private rented properties have been inspected so far since the commencement of RAS in 2005.

HOUSING CONTRUCTION
SCHEMES ON SITE
Springfield (Respond) VHA - 190 Units
15 x 3 Bed Apt

48 x 2 Bed Apt

106 x 1 Bed Apt

12 x Group Houses

9 x Short Term Housing

Certificate of practical completion issued August 2011 (allocation of units ongoing)

Mac Uilliam Playground and Landscaping - Playground completed in December 2011. Minor landscaping works to be completed around the outside of Playground and community garden area once ground dries out. 

SCHEMES IN PREPARATION
Deerpark - 8 Units
Progress to contract stage in 2012 - dependant on availability of funding from the DOEHLG. Current indications are that this will not be forthcoming.”
Following a contribution from Councillor C. King, Mr. M. Fagan, Senior Administrative Officer, responded to queries raised. 
The report was NOTED. 
T/233/12
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/234/12
CORRESPONDENCE

It was noted there was no business under this heading.
T/235/12
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading
T/236/12
LAND TO THE REAR OF ST. AIDAN’S TRAVELLER SITE

The following Motion by Councillor Marie Corr was MOVED AND RE-ENTERED:
“That the Manager arranges for immediate inspection of lands in Council ownership to the rear of St Aidan's Traveller Accommodation adjacent to the new Luas stop at Fortunestown and to the rear of Kilmartin Estate in Fettercairn alongside the Luas tracks with a view to ascertaining if these lands are in breach of any legislation relevant to Planning and Development.”

T/237/12
REBUILD OF BOUNDARY WALL AT REAR OF *DETAILS SUPPLIED*
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Duff:   

“That this Committee calls on the Manager to repair and rebuild the boundary wall at the rear of *details supplied  in the vicinity of the front garden of *details supplied as youth are using this wall as a quick getaway whilst engaging in anti-social behaviour in the area.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“There are tenancy issues involved with regard to the dwelling which is the subject of this Motion.
It will be necessary for the Council to address these issues before any decision is taken about the rebuilding of the boundary wall.
Contact will be made with the tenants as soon as possible and they will be allowed fair procedure in dealing with the matters which have to be investigated.
It is hoped that the foregoing problems can be dealt with speedily and that the boundary treatment can be completed also.”
Following a contribution from Councillor C. King, Mr. P. Fleming, Administrative Officer, responded to queries raised. 

The report was NOTED. 
The Meeting concluded at 3.45 p.m.
Siniú:
______________________

Dáta:
________________

An Cathaoirleach






