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1. Introduction

1.1 Purpose of the Report.

The purpose of this Manager’s Report is to present the outcome of the pre-plan consultation programme carried out in preparation for the Draft Newcastle Local Area Plan 2012 for Newcastle, County Dublin.

1.2 Structure of the Report

This report comprises five parts:

1. An introduction including details on the purpose of the report; an outline of the public consultation carried out; the background to the preparation of a Local Area Plan; and details on the Strategic Environmental Assessment and Appropriate Assessment of the Local Area Plan.

2. A summary of the pre-plan consultation process and outcome.

3. Details and categorisation of each of the issues raised under submissions.
4. Details of the next steps in the Local Area Plan making process.
5. Appendices:

· Appendix A.  Public Information Leaflet
· Appendix B.  Newspaper Notice.
1.3 Outline of Public Consultation
The pre-plan public consultation programme for the Newcastle Local Area Plan took place over a six week period between Monday the 16th of January 2012 and Friday the 24th of February 2012 during which time information was disseminated to the public and submissions were invited from the public.  The number of submissions received by the closing date came to 55. An additional 3 submissions were received after the deadline thus giving a total of 58 submissions.
Within the context that pre-plan consultation is a non-statutory stage in the preparation of the Local Area Plan, it was decided that the late submissions should be accepted and considered. Therefore all issues raised under all submission will be considered during the preparation of the Draft Local Area Plan for Newcastle.
The pre-plan public consultation programme that was undertaken is further detailed under Section 2 below.
1.4 Background

The current economic climate has had a significant impact on the development of the village of Newcastle as well as the County at large. This is reflected by the extensive quantum of zoned and serviced lands that remain undeveloped in Newcastle and the extent of development that is permitted and yet to commence, which is evident from the partially completed Ballynakelly development at the south-eastern side of the village.
Circa 30 hectares of lands that are zoned for new residential development (Objective A1) remain undeveloped around Newcastle of which approximately 12 hectares are subject to various extant planning permissions that are yet to commence or recommence.

Within this context, the catalyst for the preparation of a Local Area Plan for Newcastle Village largely relates to:

· The review of the Newcastle-Lyons Local Area Plan, which was prepared in 2003;
· The change in the economic circumstances and market forces since the adoption of the Newcastle-Lyons Local Area Plan, which has made it necessary to revisit the 2003 Plan, in particular the densities, permeability, the consolidation of Main Street and the protection and enhancement of heritage features amongst other issues.   

The boundaries of the plan lands will be confined to those currently zoned residential (A and A1), local centre (LC) and open space (F) under the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2010-2016.  The plan lands (including developed lands and undeveloped lands but excluding roads) will therefore comprise approximately 83.7 hectares as follows:
Table 1.1: Breakdown of Lands Zoned for Development at Newcastle Village
	Land Zoning
	Hectares

	‘A’ To protect and/or improve residential amenity*
	24.3

	‘A1’ To provide for new residential communities in accordance with approved area plans*
	45.2

	‘LC’ To protect, provide for and/or improve local centre facilities*
	7.9

	‘F’ To preserve and provide for open space and recreational amenities
	6.3

	Total
	83.7


*Including lands already developed
1.5 Strategic Environmental Assessment and Appropriate Assessment 

The Planning Authority is of the opinion that the Draft Newcastle Local Area Plan is likely to potentially have significant effects on the environment. Consequently, a Strategic Environmental Assessment will be carried out in tandem with the production of the Newcastle Local Area Plan and as a separate report. The Local Area Plan will include lands that are sensitive in terms of Biodiversity (Burgage Plot hedgerow boundaries and Protected Species) and Conservation (Protected structures, National Monuments and an Area of Archaeological Interest).

In accordance with the requirements of the EU Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC), the proposed LAP will also be subject to Appropriate Assessment Screening.
2. Details of Consultation

2.1 Pre-Plan Consultation Process

Section 20(1) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) states that:

“A planning authority shall take whatever steps it considers necessary to consult the Minister and the public before preparing, amending or revoking a local area plan including consultations with any local residents, public sector agencies, non governmental agencies, local community groups and commercial and business interests within the area.”

Within this context, the Council has embarked on a programme of pre-plan consultation in preparation for a draft Local Area Plan for Newcastle Village. The pre-plan consultation took place over a six week period between Monday the 16th of January 2012 and Friday the 24th of February 2012 and involved the following:
· Notification of the intention to prepare a draft local area plan for Newcastle and to carry out pre-draft consultation was advertised in the Clondalkin Gazette (see Appendix B), which included an invitation for submissions/observations.
· Letters that provided further notification of pre-draft consultation and an invitation for submissions/observations were sent with information leaflets (see Appendix A) to (inter alia) the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government; all South Dublin County Council Elected Members; public sector agencies; non governmental agencies; and a variety of stakeholders including a local residents’ group, local community groups and commercial and business interests within the area of Newcastle.
· Information on the pre-plan consultation together with an invitation for submissions/observations and a copy of the information leaflet were placed on the South Dublin County Council website.

· Four public information days were held and attended by Council staff in St. Finian’s Community Hall, Main Street, Newcastle and information leaflets were made available and distributed to members of the public. Some 103 people met with the Council staff at St. Finian’s Hall. These public information days  were held on:

- Monday the 30th of January 2012, 1 – 4pm

- Thursday the 2nd of February 2012, 4 – 7pm

- Monday the 6th of February 2012, 4 – 7pm

- Thursday the 9th of February 2012, 1 – 4pm

· Posters that provided further public consultation notification and details of the public information days were placed in local businesses in Newcastle for the entire duration of the pre-plan consultation period. These local businesses included Lett’s Butchers; The Village Store; The Roma Take Away; Cocoon Crèche and Rocking Horse Crèche. The information leaflet was also displayed on St. Finian’s National School website and a hard copy was placed on the front notice board in the school.

· Information boards on the pre-plan consultation were displayed in County Hall Tallaght, Clondalkin Civic Offices, County Library Tallaght and in St. Finian’s Community Hall Newcastle for the entire duration of the pre-plan consultation period.

· Council staff were made available to answer queries at County Hall Tallaght every Wednesday afternoon during the pre-plan consultation period. Notification of this and direct contact information for making additional queries during the consultation period was provided on the information leaflets distributed to members of the public and stakeholders.
2.2 Outcome of the Pre Plan Consultation Process
A total of 55 written submissions were received during the pre-plan consultation period. An additional 3 submissions were received after the public consultation deadline thus giving a total of 58 submissions. Within the context that the pre-plan consultation was a non-statutory stage of the preparation of the Local Area Plan, it was decided that the late submissions should be considered.
A list of all the persons/bodies that made the submissions is provided under Table 3.1 in Section 3 of this Manager’s report.
All 58 submissions were read, analysed, and summarised. A total of 294 issues were identified during this process. Many of the issues raised were interrelated and were categorised under 23 main category headings in the interest of clarity before being further categorised under a series of sub-headings. Information on the main category headings and the number of times that issues relating to each category heading were raised is detailed under Table 2.1 below.
A full summary and categorisation (including sub categorisation) of the issues raised is provided under Section 3.2 below.
In terms of the issues that were raised most frequently, the highest number (40 times/13.6% of issues raised) related to Community Facilities in terms of the provision of a community centre, open space/parks, outdoor recreational facilities and playgrounds.
The second highest proportion of issues raised (38 times/ 12.9% of issues raised) related to Movement in terms of providing for accessibility, a new road/by-pass, public transport, walking and cycling etc.
The third highest proportion of issues raised (27 times/9.2% of issues raised) related to Educational Facilties in terms of the provision of primary school and secondary school facilities.
Other issues that featured prominently related to Car Parking (24 times/8.1%) in terms of provision throughout the village in general, provision at the western side of the village and provision at the eastern/graveyard side of the village;  Streets/Roads (21 times/7.1%) in terms of design, lighting, traffic and speed limits; Dereliction (22 times/7.5%) in terms of unfinished estates, derelict buildings and hoarding etc.; and Heritage (20 times/6.8%) in terms of protecting and utilising archaeological features, biodiversity, burgage plots, hedgerow/field boundaries, the Grand Canal, protected structures, rivers and streams. 
Table 2.1: Breakdown of Issues Raised According to Main Category Heading

	
	Main Category Heading
	No. of Times Issue Raised
	% of Total

	1
	2003 Local Area Plan 
	7
	2.4%

	2
	Anti-social behaviour and crime 
	3
	1.0%

	3
	Car parking 
	24
	8.2%

	4
	Community Facilities 
	40
	13.6%

	5
	Derelict Sites/buildings, Unfinished Estates/Hoarding/Landownership 
	22
	7.5%

	6
	Detailed Issues and Issues of Maintenance 
	20
	6.8%

	7
	Development 
	15
	5.1%

	8
	Educational Facilities 
	27
	9.2%

	9
	Environmental Assessment 
	2
	0.7%

	10
	Environmental, Services and Resources 
	6
	2.0%

	11
	Green Infrastructure 
	1
	0.3%

	12
	Guidelines 
	2
	0.7%

	13
	Heritage Issues 
	20
	6.8%

	14
	Infrastructure 
	2
	0.7%

	15
	Local Business Facilities 
	2
	0.7%

	16
	Movement 
	38
	12.9%

	17
	Phasing 
	4
	1.4%

	18
	Previous planning decisions 
	6
	2.0%

	19
	Streets/Road 
	21
	7.1%

	20
	Tourism 
	2
	0.7%

	21
	Village Centre 
	18
	6.1%

	22
	Village Layout/Character 
	5
	1.7%

	23
	Zoning of Lands 
	7
	2.4%

	
	Total
	294
	


3. Details of Submissions
3.1 List of Persons/Bodies Who Made Submissions

The following table lists the persons/bodies that made each of the 58 written submissions and a reference name/number for each person/body, which can be used to identify the source of each of the submission summaries in Section 4.2 below. Each reference number can also be clicked as a link to the submission. The submissions will be used to help inform the preparation of a new Local Area Plan for Newcastle.

Table 3.1 List of Persons/Bodies Who Made Submissions

	Ref
	Body Represented
	Person(s)

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0001
	Environmental Protection Agency
	Cian O'Mahony

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0002
	
	Lesley Forbes

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0003
	
	Matt Dowling

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0004
	National Roads Authority
	Tara Spain 

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0005
	
	Bernie O'Mahony

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0006
	Department of Arts Heritage & Local Government
	Michael Murphy

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0007
	
	Helen McGrath

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0008
	
	Geoffrey McMaster

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0009
	
	Susan Kelly

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0010
	
	Cllr. Trevor Gilligan

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0011
	Secretary RAMS
	Matt Dowling 

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0012
	
	Cllr Trevor Gilligan

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0013
	
	Olivia Timoney

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0014
	
	Mick McGavin

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0015
	
	John O'Reilly

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0016
	
	Laura Fitzgibbon

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0017
	
	Roy Fitzgibbon

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0018
	Newcastle Lyons Development Trust
	Ciaran Dowling

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0019
	National Transport Authority
	David Clements

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0020
	Environmental Protection Agency
	Cian O'Mahony

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0021
	
	James Fitzgibbon

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0022
	
	Frank Kerins

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0023
	
	Alan Boland

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0024
	
	Bridget Doody

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0025
	
	Helena Fallon

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0026
	
	Cllr Trevor Gilligan

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0027
	
	Emer McCarthy

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0028
	
	Clodagh Simms

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0029
	Department of Education and Skills
	Clare Connolly

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0030
	
	Dr Gerard Dowling

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0031
	Newcastle Parents Association
	Aideen Melia & Helen Gill 

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0032
	
	Cllr Trevor Gilligan

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0033
	
	Cllr Trevor Gilligan

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0034
	
	Cllr Emer Higgins

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0035
	Department of Children & Youth Affair
	Minister Frances Fitzgerald T.D

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0036
	
	Johny Janssens

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0037
	
	Cllr Tony Delaney

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0038
	
	Bridget Breen

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0039
	
	Clodagh Simms

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0040
	
	Alan Wall

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0041
	
	Alan Wall

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0042
	
	Tony Waldron

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0043
	
	Aideen Rudden

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0044
	Downey Hynes Partnership
	Kevin Hughes

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0045
	Railway Procurement Agency
	David King

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0046
	Irish Girl Guides
	Helen Coughlan

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0047
	
	Ann Dunbar

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0048
	
	Thomas Wall

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0049
	Newcastle Lyons Historical Society
	Pat Slattery

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0050
	Village at Lyons
	Philip Rock

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0051
	
	Paul Van Lonkhuyzen

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0052
	South Dublin County Council Internal Dept.
	Michael Hannon

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0053
	
	Jon Norton

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0054
	
	Jon Norton

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0055
	
	B Murray

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0056
	
	Cllr Trevor Gilligan

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0057
	
	Selina Bonnie

	PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0058
	Garda Siochana
	Kenneth McLaughlin


3.2 Summary and Categorisation of Each Issue Raised 
This section summarises and categorises each of the issues raised under the pre-plan submissions for the Newcastle LAP. Each issue summary includes the reference name/number of the person or body to which the submission relates.  Each reference number is cross referenced to the relevant person or body under Table 3.1 above and can also be clicked as a link to the submission.
Top of Form

Summary of Issues Raised

1 Heritage Issues

1.1 Archaeological Features

1. To help preserve the historic character of the village it is recommended that no further development be permitted in the vicinity of the Motte and Church of Ireland Church where development is likely to have an adverse impact on potentially significant sub-surface archaeology. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0030) 

2. Requests that area of archaeological importance be protected. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0049) 

1.2 Biodiversity

1. It is recommended that the LAP should include a Natural Heritage Section and all designated sites within the Plan Area should be listed and mapped. The Plan should recognise the need to protect biodiversity especially protected species including those located outside designated sites. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0006) 

2. It is important that the proposed Plan recognises the importance of wetland habitats such as rivers as a source of biodiversity and ensures that such sites are protected. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0006) 

3. Opportunities for biodiversity protection, enhancement and creation should be considered in the boundary definition of the park. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0052) 

4. The trees along Main Street must be maintained. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0035) 

1.3 Burgage Plots/Hedgerows and field boundaries

1. The Plan should take cognisance of proposed boundary changes and hedgerows should be maintained where possible. Where a hedgerow forms a townland or other historical boundary it generally is an old hedgerow. Such hedges will contain more biodiversity than a younger hedge. Where trees and hedgerows have to be removed this should be mitigated by suitable planting of native species. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0006) 

2. The medieval settlement pattern of Newcastle must be protected and enhanced. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0035) 

3. It is suggested that the Burgage Plot within the submitter’s ownership and adjoining Burgage Plots near the existing shopping centre be development into a lager shopping centre to provide retail and service facilities not available in the village and in a manner that includes for the consolidation and refurbishment of Main Street. It is suggested that remaining Burgage Plots would be suitable for the provision of a linked green open space and a community park to serve existing and new development. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0024) 

4. Housing development in the eastern part of the village has led to the destruction of the plots in the area, which once formed a key component of the medieval village layout and provided and invaluable and irreplaceable link to the past. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0030) 

5. Allowing developers to preserve the line of the burgage plots on the layout of estates such as in Aylmer Heath does nothing other than “pay lip service” to heritage. It is suggested that the surviving burgage plots on either side of Main Street be incorporated into a public park in a manner that preserves them in situ and provides a public amenity that allows visitors to appreciate the history character of the village while sustaining biodiversity. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0030) 

1.4 General

1. The heritage of Newcastle dating back to the Bronze Age (such as: the Pillar Stone, the Granite Cross, the Motte, the Newcastle Green, the Old Church, the Tower House, the Glebe House [including the Yew tree], St Finian’s Church, Lyons Hill and Burgage Plots] should be protected and, where possible, enhanced. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0035) 

2. States that the Council’s Heritage Plan fails to adequately address the historical properties within the village. As the Council now has a Heritage Officer there might be scope for conducting a more thorough historical analysis of the area with a view to establishing a heritage trail, or as per the current County Development Plan at tourist trail. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0035) 

3. Newcastle should be designated as a heritage village or for a “village design statement” in order to help protect one of the last few remaining villages in Dublin including its heritage features such as the burgage plots. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0028 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0040 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0056) 

4. The Plan presents a welcome and timely opportunity to ensure the protection and enhancement of the rich archaeological and architectural heritage of Newcastle and its surrounding landscape. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0030) 

5. The layout, boundaries and historical features in the village should be protected and conserved and made more accessible. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0053) 

1.5 Grand Canal

1. The Village at Lyons comprises an historic canal village restored along the banks of the Grand Canal and includes a restaurant, tourist accommodation, a wedding venue, retail units, café and cookery school. The Grand Canal, which borders the Village at Lyons, offers one of the best amenities in the area but access from Lyons Road is more suited to cars. The provision of footpaths and cycle routes along Lyons Road would enhance the potential of this tourist attraction. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0050) 

1.6 Protected Structures

1. The Tower House at the Glebe is the only one of the remaining Tower Houses still intact. Requests that the plan consider the protection of this structure, despite the lack of funds available. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0022) 

1.7 River Griffin

1. A linear walk could be developed alongside the Griffin River (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0027) 

1.8 Rivers & Streams

1. Negative impacts on biodiversity and designated sites can occur as a result of development such walkway routes, cycleways, seating, lighting, loss of riparian zone and mowing of riparian zones and can lead to erosion and added disturbance. Care therefore needs to be taken to ensure that any proposed walkways along rivers are located at a suitable distance from the waters edge. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0006) 

2 Environmental Assessment

2.1 General

1. The Plan and SEA should take account of European Conventions, Directives and Regulations. The Habitats Directive outlines the need to include linear features (such as hedges, rivers, canals and roadside verges) and stepping stones (such as marshes and woodlands) in land use plans. The Draft Plan should be screened for Appropriate Assessment. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0006) 

2.2 SEA Regulations and Circular

1. Submission refers to the requirements of SEA Regulations and Circular and the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0020) 

3 Environmental, Services and Resources

3.1 Flood Risk

1. The plan should take account of the guidelines for Planning Authorities entitled “The Planning System and Flood Risk Management”. Flood plains should be left undeveloped to allow for the protection of these valuable habitats along river corridors and provide areas for floodwater retention. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0006) 

3.2 General

1. The Council should continue to support and encourage groups, such as the RAMS through the social credits programme to keep the village tidy. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0035) 

2. The establishment of a Council supported Tidy Towns/Spring Clean community initiative would help to protect the environment. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0035) 

3.3 Pollution of Ground and Surface Waters 

1. It is important to ensure that ground and surface waters are protected from pollution and the Local Authority should ensure that adequate sewage treatment facilities and adequate water supplies are in place prior to development. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0006) 

3.4 Surface Water drainage

1. Drainage of surface water along roads including the Hazelhatch Road is poor and causes flooding during prolonged periods of rain. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0008) 

2. Development should have sufficient drainage to prevent flooding on northern side of Main Street. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0047) 

4 Movement

4.1 Accessibility

1. Newcastle is car dependent. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0002) 

2. The plan should incorporate an integrated approach to the design of development areas and should ensure a high standard of access by sustainable transport, foot, cycling and private car so that areas can be easily accessible by all modes of transport and all sections of society. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0004) 

3. Would like to see greater linkages, including public transport, footpaths and cycle paths, between Rathcoole and Newcastle because Rathcoole has facilities such as the secondary school, large park, retail, a youth cafe and recreation centres. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0035) 

4. Public realm funds should be invested to improve permeability between the two villages, including money for footpaths, public lighting and regular upkeep of footpaths. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0035) 

5. A strong commitment to achieving universal access/design so that the environment can be accessed, understood and used to the greatest extent possible by all people is fundamental that the Local Area Plan creates a vibrant, inclusive area for all. The 7 principles of universal design include Equitable Use; Flexibility in Use; Simple and Intuitive Use; Perceptible Information; Tolerance for Error; Low Physical Effort; Size and Space for Approach and Use. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0057) 

4.2 General

1. Transport Links – A transport link is needed to link Hazelhatch and the Luas at Citywest with Newcastle Village. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0012 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0032 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0018) 

4.3 Greater Dublin Area Transport Strategy

1. Each Planning Authority within the GDA shall ensure that its local area plans are consistent with the Greater Dublin Area Transport Strategy for the period 2011-2030. While the Transport Strategy is a draft document, the National Transport Authority requests that South Dublin Council reflects the policies, objectives and measures contained within. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0019) 

4.4 New Road/By-pass

1. A new road is required to accommodate the increase in traffic. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0014) 

2. There is an enormous volume of truck traffic, this should be rerouted and stopped from going through the village. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0015) 

3. Heavy goods vehicles should be re-directed around the village via the Greenogue Industrial Estate. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0023) 

4. Desires a bypass road to remove HGVs from the village Main Street. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0042) 

5. The proposed Eastern Village by-pass through Greenogue and on to the Aylmer Road should be completed (in accordance with the current County Development Plan). (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0035) 

6. A village by-pass is required such as the planned by-pass through Greenogue. This roadway would take away from the village most of the traffic which goes to and from Lucan and Celbridge. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0012 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0032 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0018) 

7. The 2003 LAP indicated traffic flows that have changed since the completion of the Outer Ring Road, the upgrading of the Hazelhatch Rail Station and an increasing population in Celbridge. The village requires a by-pass to the south in order to remove traffic coming from the Hazelhatch direction. The parallel new street envisaged under the 2003 LAP has not been completed and has been downgraded to an estate road. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0036) 

8. Not in favour of through route/ring road, which formed part of the previous plan, as this would encourage high speeds, result in the loss of green space; disturb well established boundaries; disturb the context of historical features; and may also encourage through traffic. A local spur off Main Street that links with a new school in a manner that creates safer drop off and parking might be advantageous. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0053) 

4.5 Public Transport

1. Would like to see a proper public transport service; the current service is unacceptable. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0002) 

2. A school bus is required. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0002) 

3. Local public transport needs upgrading. There is a need for an express bus from Newcastle and a bus to the Luas. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0007) 

4. The continuation of the Dublin Bus service between Newcastle and Clondalkin village is of huge importance to the community. Would like the plan to acknowledge the importance of this public transport link to the village, its residents and commuters. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0035) 

5. Would like to see a link to the local train station. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0003 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0011 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0033) 

6. The Dublin Bus services must be at least maintained. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0037) 

7. Bus links to Hazelhatch Station, Celbridge, Rathcoole and the Luas at Saggart should be provided/reviewed. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0053) 

4.6 Walking and Cycling

1. Would like to see safe footpaths along Main Street. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0002) 

2. The speed of cars along Peamount Road is too fast and the foot path is very narrow, making it unsafe to walk or cycle along. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0013) 

3. Footpaths and cycle paths should be upgraded. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0014) 

4. Dangerous, narrow footpaths – there is a need for wider footpaths to encourage safe walking environment and dedicated cycle paths. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0023) 

5. The LAP should seek to promote pedestrian friendly streets through wide footpaths, street trees and interesting shop front. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0023) 

6. Off-road and on-road cycle track network should be included to promote a transport modal shift for short-medium length journeys. There should also be pedestrian and cycle links through public open spaces. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0025) 

7. Residents rely on Rathcoole for retail, recreation and second level school and would benefit from the promotion of strengthened linkages in the form of paths and cycle tracks between the two villages. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0034) 

8. Welcomes the recognition of Newcastle’s proximity to the Luas. In order to realise the benefit of the proximity to the Luas suggest the inclusion of an objective to create a cycle link from the LAP area to the Luas, for example to the Saggart stop. This would support the emerging objective to make walking and cycling a priority in the area and overcome overdependence on car transport which was identified as a weakness and threat. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0045) 

9. An investigation of the feasibility of extending the Green Route along the Canal to Newcastle should be carried out by the council. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0035) 

10. Provide cycle corridors to main areas of village. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0016 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0021) 

11. There is a lack of ‘stroll areas’ for parents and elderly people. Footpaths and pedestrian ways are required and/or improved. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0003 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0011 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0033) 

12. Cycle track – Newcastle and the nearest village of Rathcoole should be linked with a safe cycle lane (separated from vehicular traffic) and the rest of the village should be made safe for cyclists. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0012 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0032 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0018) 

13. Existing footpaths are too narrow and this is exacerbated by the lack of maintenance (overgrown with weeds). (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0012 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0032 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0018) 

14. There are a lack of cycle lanes to provide access to Rathcoole including the local secondary school; Hazelhatch including the train service; Corkagh Park; and Saggart including the Luas or to the canal, which is an undeveloped public amenity that is difficult to access. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0028 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0040 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0056) 

15. Pedestrian/cycle routes should provide access between Newcastle and Rathcoole and to the cemetery and Greenogue. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0037) 

16. Cycle routes to the station should be explored. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0053) 

5 Streets/Road

5.1 Design

1. Traffic lights and yellow box are required outside Newcastle Manor. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0002) 

2. The NRA recommends that all development objectives and especially zoning objectives should guide developers to design for sustainable transportation requirements at the earliest stages of development design. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0004) 

3. Concerned that congestion exists around the area of the school and parking takes place on the footpath on both sides of the road. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0022) 

4. Road widths for the main distributor road should be 7.3m and 9m if parallel on-street parking is desired. Side roads should be 6m. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0025) 

5. Junction radii should be 9m from the main distributor road and 6m radii should be used at other locations. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0025) 

6. There should be permeability for larger vehicles and roads should be suitable for HGVs. Restricted road widths or limited turning radii will only increase risk for pedestrians and could cause traffic difficulties. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0025) 

7. The roads should be constructed of black top and the footpaths ideally of concrete. Standard kerbs should also be used to delineate the road edge. These materials give the maximum durability and ease of maintenance. Standard kerb heights are required for protection for pedestrians especially children. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0025) 

8. Request for wider streets to accommodate space for trees because narrow streets force cars to park on all available areas and restricts the movement of both adults and children. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0052) 

5.2 Lighting

1. Request for public lighting along the section of road connecting the graveyard to Tay Lane. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0002) 

2. Provide more street lighting in areas surrounding village to improve safety for walkers especially along the bottom of Aylmer Road near Peamount United pitches (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0016 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0021) 

3. Lighting of the streets within Newcastle needs to be investigated and improved. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0003 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0011 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0033) 

4. Street lighting is required at the graveyard. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0012 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0032 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0018) 

5. Lack of public lighting around the burial ground results in a dark and dangerous stretch of road. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0036) 

6. Street lighting is inadequate along public footpaths at the southern end of the village and along Athgoe Road. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0053) 

5.3 Traffic and Speed Limits - Traffic Safety

1. Greenogue Industrial Estate and Aylmer Road provides a ring route for walkers and joggers, however, Aylmer Road is heavily trafficked by high speed vehicles and there is a gap in the footpath and in lighting. Tay Lane also provides a popular walking route that is used by school children enrolled in Rathcoole. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0007) 

2. The village is used as a commuter route by people travelling from Celbridge and Leixlip etc resulting in heavy traffic during morning and evening rush hours. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0009) 

3. Would like traffic calming at all approaches to the village. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0054) 

4. Safer road crossing facilities are required at Aylmer Road to access the post office and bus stops. Heavy traffic through the village has made crossing the road difficult for everyone. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0003 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0011 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0033) 

5. States that there is a risk for people attending activities at the village hall and at the school because there is no parking-drop off facilities. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0005) 

6. The large amount of traffic on the main street and level of noise makes it dangerous for all members of the community including children. There is an absence of traffic calming. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0046) 

7. Consideration should be given to increasing the number of integrated traffic ramps and pedestrian lights along Main Street. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0058) 

6 Car parking 

6.1 At grave yard

1. Car parking is required at the graveyard. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0012 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0032 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0018) 

6.2 At western end of village

1. Parking for the school is required. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0013) 

2. Request for adequate off street parking in the area of the village hall, shop school and church, which are located in close proximity of each other. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0015) 

3. Lack of safe drop-off and collection areas for parents at the school. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0023) 

4. Requires improved car parking, especially near the school and the churches. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0042) 

5. There are inadequate parking/drop-off facilities surrounding St Finian’s National School and this may have an impact on the safety of children. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0043) 

6. Inadequate parking particularly in vicinity of community hall making it difficult to access village shop and difficult to get through traffic. Problems of frequent parking on footpaths and around bus stops. Need for park and ride facility in the village. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0008) 

7. There is no parking in or around the school resulting in poor traffic safety and cars parking along the length of Main Street, Peamount Road and as far as Hazelhatch Road. It is not possible to get parking when there is a funeral or wedding, which results in cars being parked on footpaths in a manner that requires parents and children to walk out onto the road. Parking outside shops is also difficult. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0009) 

8. Provide new car park in field located across from the school to serve the school, the Church and Saint Finian’s Hall. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0016 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0021) 

9. Designated off street parking required in proximity to St. Finian’s National School in order to relieve traffic build up during school opening and closing times (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0017) 

10. The village lacks parking facilities, especially in close proximity with the school, community hall and churches. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0003 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0011 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0033) 

11. Car parking is required at the end of the village that contains the primary school, churches and community centre. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0012 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0032 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0018) 

12. No parking or drop off facilities for school. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0041) 

13. There are no parking or drop off facilities for the school, which poses a huge safety risk for children. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0028 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0040 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0056) 

14. Consideration must be given to alleviate problems of parking in the village particularly around the school and church grounds. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0037) 

15. No parking or drop off facilities for school. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0039 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0048) 

16. Suggested that a car park is required beside the community hall. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0047) 

6.3 General

1. There is a lack of carparking, especially at the school. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0023) 

2. Two car parking spaces per dwelling house should be required due to the relatively poor public transport servicing the village. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0025) 

3. A car park site should be identified and developed by the Council. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0034) 

4. A suitable site for a car park should be identified and given priority in the Local Area Plan. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0035) 

5. Parking ratios of 2 spaces per residential unit should be adhered to in residential areas. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0035) 

6. Traffic congestion around the school in the morning and afternoon, around the burial ground and during funerals is a serious safety concern. Parking on footpaths and grass verges requires pedestrians to walk on the road and impedes local businesses. The existing school site could be used for public parking for the church and community hall. “Nose in parking” necessitated by insufficient parking spaces in the Ballynakelly Development creates traffic and pedestrian hazards, which could be alleviated by reducing footpath width. Inadequate residential parking results in on street parking that creates traffic congestion and prevent access by emergency vehicles. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0036) 

7. Newcastle suffers from a lack of parking facilities and/or drop off areas. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0046) 

7 Community Facilities

7.1 Community Centre

1. The village requires a youth club, community centre that is open all week with activities for all ages. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0002) 

2. Request for a larger, purpose built community centre to accommodate several rooms for carrying out courses for recreational purposes and meeting for both adults and children. The centre should be large enough for play indoors and sporting competitions to support the large number of new and young families. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0014) 

3. The full integration of the community within the village, especially between the old and new communities, should be encouraged and the development of the community hall into a vibrant community centre and the establishment of local groups and organisations would help in this regard. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0035) 

4. The Council should seek to engage the services of the Community Development officer and/or Community Employment Schemes to develop the hall into a community hub. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0035) 

7.2 General

1. The plan should encourage community interaction and promote the principles of social inclusion. The plan can assist in this through the introduction of ‘third places’ a concept that allows space for a community to interact. These can be in the form of allotments, community gardens, markets or creative spaces. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0023) 

2. There is a lack of community facilities for the residents of Newcastle. Before any future development takes place this deficit in community facilities should be addressed. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0034) 

3. More community groups should be encouraged into the centre and a youth café and digital hub should be considered as part of the development of services. Consultation with LEADER is advised as it may be able to offer financial support. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0034) 

4. There has been extensive overdevelopment with no infrastructure put in place including green areas for children to play. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0009) 

5. Provide a youth centre and playground facilities. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0016 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0021) 

6. A youth café should be considered as part of the plan. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0035) 

7. The provision of community spaces in the newer developments such as Ballynakelly would encourage community activity within the newer developments in Newcastle. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0035) 

8. The Council should engage with LEADER which may be able to offer support on community initiates. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0035) 

9. Request for a conduction of a Village Impact Study in association with the community. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0035) 

10. There is a lack of amenities for families such as a park, a playground, a family friendly restaurant/pub. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0005) 

11. Community Services should be developed within walking distance of Residents. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0024) 

12. There is a need for a library with a tourist information desk in the village to also serve Rathcoole and Saggart. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0028 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0040 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0056) 

13. The integration of residents and provision of community facilities should be planned for. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0037) 

14. The Newcastle Guiding Unit is at capacity and the village remains without facilities for a large population. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0046) 

7.3 Open Space/Parks

1. The village requires a park or a play ground. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0013) 

2. Request that a park or green area large enough for running/walking as well as field sports be incorporated within the plan to dispense with the need for driving to other areas for these amenities. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0014) 

3. A public park and playground are needed in the village providing access for all as well as a connected green open space. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0023) 

4. There is a lack of community spaces in the village for example allotments, event space, community gardens. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0023) 

5. Parks and/or recreation areas, such as football pitches should be provided close to the newer developments, for example there are no play facilities in the Newcastle-Lyons estate. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0042) 

6. Would like the main open space to be located adjacent to community facilities such as: schools, churches or a community centre within the older part of the village i.e. to become the town centre park. States that the location of the main open space within the previous LAP would not contribute to the life of the community due to its isolation from the heart of the village and would unlikely meet the requirement for active recreation of the proposed population. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0052) 

7. The open space should have active and passive recreation facilities as well as a local depot facility for maintenance by the Council. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0052) 

8. The size of the park should be determined by considering: a) Proposed population size b) Biodiversity protection c) Green Infrastructure Links d) Quantum of active recreation needs e) Space for formal and informal play f) Space for passive and active recreation. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0052) 

9. Small open spaces sited throughout developments are difficult to maintain, particularly in the current economic climate. However, where they will function effectively is in the main centres of the development sited as squares and frontage for shopping and living areas. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0052) 

10. Open parklands should be introduced to include walking and cycling routes. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0017) 

11. The village lacks public areas, with no open areas for children to play with the exception of some private estate areas. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0003 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0011 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0033) 

12. A green area should be developed in the village and there are two sites in the village that could be bought by the Council and developed as for seating areas and community amenities. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0027) 

13. Newcastle has a population of 3,500 yet has no park. The nearest parks are Rathcoole and Corkagh Parks, which requires car trips to access thus making Newcastle a car dependent village. The oversupplied lands zoned for residential development would be a preferential location for a village park. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0028 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0040 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0056) 

14. The absence of public open space in Newcastle requires residents to use playground and recreational facilities elsewhere. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0037) 

15. A public park and children’s playground would be a valuable new asset. This could take the form of a linear park that runs to the rear of buildings along Main Street and links with Main Street via breaks in the streetscape. Such a park could tie together an elongated and disjointed village; link with new developments to the east of the village; link with a new school; and provide pedestrian and cycle routes. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0053) 

16. The green space to the rear of the community centre could be developed into a community green space in a manner that joins the new estate beyond with the village while forming part of a circular green space route around the village. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0053) 

7.4 Outdoor Recreation Facilities

1. An adult exercise equipment area should be installed in one of the open space areas provided as part of the plan (in consultation with RAMS). (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0034) 

2. The plan should consider the needs of children and teenage groups. Play opportunities should be available for children in the street as well as in the main park area of the development. Play opportunities should have both formal (playgrounds, skate parks, etc) and informal (access to water, trees, grass). (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0052) 

3. Outdoor Recreational Area – there is a need for a public green space/play area that is accessible without the need to use a car. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0012 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0032 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0018) 

7.5 Playground

1. The village requires a park and play area for people to use. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0002) 

2. It is indicated that that a play area should be provided on derelict lands that are located near the petrol filling station; owned by NAMA; and are considered to be an “eyesore”. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0026) 

3. The population of Newcastle has been rapidly increasing and there is a severe lack of play areas and green spaces for children. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0046) 

8 Educational Facilties 

8.1 General

1. In considering the ideal location for educational facilities the local area plan should support the concept of clustering of social infrastructure allowing accessibility and open resources for the community through shared facilities. This can be achieved for example by allowing access to a school sports hall to be shared with the community after hours. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0023) 

2. It is noted that the provision of a new school is the responsibility of the Department of Education, however, it is the responsibility of the Council to ensure for the proper management of development. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0009) 

3. Bring a school to Newcastle (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0010) 

4. Provide new primary school and new secondary school. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0016 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0021) 

5. Better school facilities required to serve expending population. The current solution of provide prefabricated structures is inadequate. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0017) 

6. The Department of Education and Skills requests that site reservations be made as close as possible to community facilities such as sports facilities and libraries etc. so that they can be shared between the school and community. The Department of Education Skills is also open to the concept of multi-campus school arrangements e.g. 2/3 primary schools side by side or a primary and a post primary school sharing a site. It is recommended that lands adjacent to existing schools should be protected for possible future education use and expansion. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0029) 

7. Suggested that new school required. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0047) 

8.2 Primary School

1. The village requires a primary school. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0002) 

2. A larger school is required. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0013) 

3. Would like to see a complete upgrade of the existing primary school or possibly a new one built. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0014) 

4. The school requires an urgent increase in capacity in a safe and permanent manner – an appropriately located site within the village with adequate space for the children as well as adequate parking is required. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0023) 

5. The number one priority for the area is the provision of a new school for St Finian’s N.S. The Council should work with the Department of Education and Skills to identify and develop an appropriate site as soon as possible. Despite the need for a school in the village, it was never enforced by the Council; this should not be allowed to happen again. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0034) 

6. The St Finian’s National School building/site is inadequate and the increase in population will exacerbate this problem more. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0043) 

7. Saint Finian’s National School has reached capacity resulting in restricted play space, temporary classrooms and a requirement for children to enrol in schools located in Clondalkin, Rathcoole, Greenhill’s and Tymon (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0009) 

8. A new primary school is needed to accommodate the growing number of children. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0012 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0032 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0018) 

9. Overcrowding of school with restricted play area and lack of green space. Significant number of new homes with no consideration for school requirement. Lack of infrastructure for village including school site. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0041) 

10. The existing primary school is not large enough to accommodate the increasing population in the village: there is restricted play area, there is no parking drop off facilities and school sites have been identified but not advanced. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0005) 

11. The village needs a school. The existing school is on a site that is too small and the numbers enrolling are increasing to an extent that the existing school cannot provide for. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0027) 

12. There is an urgent need for a new school, which is under pressure due to overcrowding and a lack or play areas and green space. School sites were identified but not advanced and a significant number of new homes have been built with no consideration of how the school would cope. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0028 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0040 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0056) 

13. It is considered that the school site proposed under the 2003 LAP will not be built and suggested that this be built on a greenfield site near the burial ground where traffic can enter to drop off and collect children. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0036) 

14. The designation of a site and funding of a primary school must be a short term priority. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0037) 

15. Overcrowding of school with restricted play area and lack of green space. Significant number of new homes with no consideration for school requirement. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0039 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0048) 

16. A new or redeveloped primary school should be a priority. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0053) 

8.3 Secondary School

1. The village requires a secondary school. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0002) 

2. A new secondary school is required. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0014) 

3. Consideration should be given to the growth of population in the Saggart, Rathcoole and Newcastle area and the ability for the existing secondary school in Rathcoole to accommodate this growth. Investigate the requirement for a secondary school in Newcastle. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0043) 

4. There is no secondary school in Newcastle requiring children to attend the secondary school in Rathcoole, which is under pressure from increased number of students. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0009) 

9 Village Centre

9.1 General

1. There is extensive demand for parking within the village and it is suggested that the land opposite the Primary School is a suitable site for parking and accommodation of a gymnasium. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0024) 

2. Consideration should be given to the enhancement of St. Finian’s Roman Catholic Church, one of the oldest Roman Catholic Churches in South Dublin County Council, and the old schoolhouse within its grounds. Green areas in the vicinity of the church would enhance the church environment. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0038) 

9.2 Location of Village Centre

1. The Main Street lacks cohesion and there is no dedicated village centre. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0023) 

2. The Main Street should act as a focal point for development – the lands located to the north of Main Street offer an opportunity to consolidate the existing core of the village and to promote a sustainable self sufficient development centre. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0044) 

3. The new plan should designate a central retail and recreation area for the village. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0017) 

4. Overdevelopment at the Rathcoole end of Newcastle especially with its own village centre separate from Main Street has the potential to split the village in a similar manner to Tallaght where the village main street is empty and development is focused around a vast shopping centre. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0028 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0040 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0056) 

9.3 Retail Facilities

1. A shopping centre is required. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0002) 

2. Shops with adequate parking are required to fulfil everyday living necessities. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0014) 

3. Where shops are to be added to the village, it is preferable that they be integrated into the existing Main Street. In terms of major retail outlets the village is located within easy reach of Liffey Valley and The Square and does not require a major shopping centre. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0042) 

4. The plan should consider optimum locations adjacent to Main Street for dedicated shopping and commercial services. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0044) 

5. The village would benefit from additional shopping facilities. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0003 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0011 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0033) 

6. There are ample shopping facilities in Citywest, Lucan and Celbridge and no need for a shopping centre in Newcastle. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0028 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0040 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0056) 

7. Suggested that a Shopping centre is required in village. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0047) 

8. Retail development at an appropriate scale could be used to infill and consolidate existing terraces of shops. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0053) 

9.4 Service Facilities

1. A health centre is required. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0002) 

9.5 Village Park

1. The plan should investigate the deliverance of a combined park and car park in the area opposite the Roman Catholic Church. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0022) 

2. Suggested that a public park is required with playground in the village. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0047) 

3. The provision of a public park opposite the Church of Ireland Church would be easily accessible to the residents of the village and would be ideal subject to sub surface archaeological excavation prior to development. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0049) 

10 Green Infrastructure

10.1 General

1. The plan should incorporate Green Infrastructure links to the older village area as well as to the Griffeen Valley which runs through Greenogue Business Park. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0052) 

11 Tourism

11.1 General

1. Newcastle’s rich history should be showcased via a heritage or tourist trail. This could be development in accordance with the Development Plan and LEADER and in consultation with local residents and groups. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0034) 

2. The Motte should be made more accessible and the old village green outside the church could be restored for occasional use as an open market or farmers’ market. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0008) 

12 Anti-social behaviour and crime

12.1 CCTV

1. Consideration should be given to the incorporation of CCTV cameras into Newcastle for the purpose of monitoring traffic flows and crime. If a park is to be provided this should provide for CCTV cameras in any associated car parks. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0058) 

13 Local Business Facilities

13.1 General

1. Local businesses have closed down recently including a shop and beautician and there is a need for incentives for local training and development units and a youth café or citizens information point. There is a need for a place for elderly people, retired people, mothers and widowed person s to meet such as a café. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0007) 

2. Provide a main shopping district. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0016 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0021) 

14 Infrastructure

14.1 General

1. In tandem with development all technologies such as telephone, broadband, water pipes, sewage/drainage of the area, electricity power cables and boxes, bus stops should be put in place to prevent the tearing up and re paving/”tarmacadaming” of paths and roads. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0014) 

2. Lack of infrastructure for village including school site. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0039 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0048) 

15 Derelict Sites/buildings, Unfinished Estates/Hoarding/Landownership

15.1 General

1. Would like to see unfinished estates either cleaned up or finished. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0013) 

2. The site of the burnt-out thatch pub should be redeveloped. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0013) 

3. Would like to see the site of the old thatch public house redeveloped. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0022) 

4. Suggests allowing local artists to decorate the hording/bill boards located within the village. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0022) 

5. Planning condition of one of the newer estates, Ballynakelly, required a community space to be developed within the estate. This should be delivered as a matter of urgency. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0034) 

6. Would like to see the village tidied up in terms of landscaping of derelict sites, the removal of hoarding, the reinstatement of derelict cottages along Main Street, the demolition of empty apartments. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0042) 

7. The old thatch public house site should be developed even if just developed cosmetically to disguise its dereliction. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0042) 

8. It is envisaged that the redevelopment of the McEvoy’s public house site would benefit the village and help consolidate the Main Street. Open to discussion with the Council regarding the future development of this site. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0051) 

9. Prior to its destruction by fire, the thatched pub created an attraction but is now an eyesore and the corner opposite the pub together with the nearby Towerhouse could be made into a tourist attraction. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0008) 

10. The village suffers from derelict sites and unfinished estates, which should not have commenced until after the school, park and road etc were in place. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0009) 

11. Redevelop burnt down pub at corner of Hazelhatch Road. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0016 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0021) 

12. Unfinished housing estates detract from the village due to the hoarding not being removed, roads unfinished, public areas left derelict. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0003 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0011 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0033) 

13. Seeks the initiation of a programme to encourage volunteers from the community to begin working on unsightly issues within the village such as existing hoardings, unfinished housing developments and grass cutting. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0012 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0032 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0018) 

14. The visual impact of the Ballynakelly development should be softened by planting. Hoarding around the development and other developments in the village should be taken down and some effort should be made to finish the open spaces. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0027) 

15. The hoarding on Main needs to be removed. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0028 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0040 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0056) 

16. The ancient mud-walled building that formerly housed McEvoy’s public house, which stands derelict today, represents an “eye sore” and should be restored to its former state. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0030) 

17. Housing design and dwellings types in unfinished estates are inappropriate, congested and untidy. These estates including Ballynakelly suffer from problems of derelict buildings, lack of footpaths; unfinished roads and footpaths; north facing balconies; insufficient parking; lack of storage for refuse bins; the absence of a village park; and the absence of access routes to the village. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0036) 

18. The Plan needs to address problems in unfinished estates including vandalisation, lack of public lighting and unfinished roads. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0037) 

19. Hoarding should be taken down and derelict buildings removed. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0047) 

20. Objects to derelict building on Main Street and naming of estate as Newcastle Lyons. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0047) 

21. The redevelopment of unused building such as the old pub at the end of the village should be encouraged by sensitive renovation rather than demolition and new build. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0053) 

22. Views of the new development to the rear of the petrol station should be softened by tree planting/landscaping and abandoned building sites should be cleaned up and turned into green spaces. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0053) 

16 Development

16.1 Building Height 

1. Future housing development should be a maximum of 2-storeys high. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0054) 

16.2 Dwelling type

1. Family housing should take precedence over small (duplex) apartments in the future development of the village. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0015) 

2. Any future residential developments in the village should be predominantly 2-storey own-door houses. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0034) 

3. The Council should accommodate independent housing on separate plots. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0034) 

4. Provide for and plan 3 and 4 bedroom two storey semi-detached, detached and dormer houses with front and back gardens. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0016 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0021) 

5. The village should be designated as a rural village with a growth centre to accommodate sustainable development in addition to independent housing on separate plots. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0035) 

6. The residential mix should be predominantly 2 storey houses, 85% of which should be own door units. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0035) 

7. New housing should be more suited to the village setting unlike apartments and 3 storey dwellings previously granted by the Council. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0017) 

8. To counterbalance housing that is unsuited to the old village no further development of apartments or duplexes should take place and there should be a preference for low density single and two storey housing. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0037) 

9. Requests that no more apartments be provided especially along Main Street. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0047) 

10. The infilling of the village with small scale detached housing should be explored. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0053) 

16.3 General

1. The plan should include for improved quality of design, materials and "typologies" for development in the future. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0023) 

2. The National Transport Authority considers public transport accessibility to be a key factor in influencing the scale, density and location of future development in the GDA. Newcastle would not be a preferred location for large-scale residential development due to its remoteness from high-quality rail and bus services and from services provided in District and Town Centres. This should be reflected by the extent of lands zoned for residential use in the LAP. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0019) 

3. To maximise the use of walking, cycling and public transport for current and future residents of Newcastle, the National Transport Authority recommends that the following Draft Transport Strategy measures are considered when preparing the LAP: - Local services such as convenience stores, doctor’s surgeries and schools are located and provided in a manner that ensures direct and convenient access by walking and cycling; - All development areas provide for internal permeability for walking and cycling; - A mix of dwellings is provided to facilitate and encourage mixed residential communities. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0019) 

16.4 Land Use

1. Request that the plan incorporates somewhere to enjoy lunch/dinner as an alternative to travelling into Dublin for these amenities. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0014) 

17 Village Layout/Character

17.1 General

1. Any future development fronting onto the main street should blend in with the original village streetscape. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0015) 

2. There is no clear pattern and character to the village this should be addressed within the plan. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0023) 

3. Would like to see the rural character of Newcastle retained. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0042) 

4. The Main Street should be planned as a tree lined thoroughfare with wide paths and some squares at strategic junctions. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0052) 

5. Requests that the plan addresses Newcastle’s existing poor layout and divided areas. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0003 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0011 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0033) 

18 2003 Local Area Plan

18.1 General

1. Would like to see the vision of the 2003 plan realised. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0023) 

2. Open Spaces, as identified in the previous LAP, should be developed. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0034) 

3. Owner of lands to the north of Main Street - desire to continue the development of their landholding as before, which may contribute to the achievement of many of the emerging objectives for Newcastle as identified in the issues paper, such as: a) Provision of quality residential development to enhance quality of life b) Integration with the existing Castlelyon development and the Main Street c) Provision of linked green spaces north of the village d) Facilitation of walking and cycling to the village core and e) The consolidation of the Main Street core area. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0044) 

4. The Newcastle Local Area Plan and Public Consultation proposed a new school, a new road, a new park, a village centre with retail shops and sufficient parking. Neither the park, the road parking nor the retail shops were provided. It is requested that the Council endeavours to fulfil the commitments given under the 2003 Local Area Plan before any more land is zoned for development or any more development is permitted. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0009) 

5. Integration and Community Facilities – there is a deficit of community facilities in the Newcastle area and it is requested that the baseline for facilities should be set as per the Newcastle Local Area Plan 2003. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0035) 

6. Demonstrate how previous plan contributed to the community in terms of infrastructure, housing and transport etc. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0010) 

7. Endorses the Newcastle-Lyons Draft Local Area Plan 2003 and in particular the development of a number of open spaces and a park in Newcastle. The park should be developed with a playground and exercise equipment. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0035) 

19 Zoning of Lands

19.1 General

1. Rezoning request – Zoned lands at Newcastle Farm to be extended to include the buildings and curtilage to facilitate a change of use compatible with the village hub. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0055) 

2. “De-zone” 10% of lands. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0010) 

3. Rezone backlands to allow for development by local residents and service such with minor/estate roads. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0016 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0021) 

4. Small land owners should have more input in the planning process to avoid monopolies being created by large development companies. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0017) 

5. No more lands should be zoned for development and the Plan should “dezone” lands. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0028 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0040 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0056) 

6. Official from the Site Acquisitions and Property Management Section of the Department of Education and Skills are currently working with the County Council to allow for the expansion of accommodation for an existing primary school in the area (St. Finian’s National School). Any zoning of lands should reflect this ongoing process. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0029) 

7. All the lands that were rezoned for development in the last and previous development plans but have not yet been developed should be rezoned. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0056) 

20 Detailed Issues and Issues of Maintenance

20.1 General

1. The village requires a bank and an ATM accessible at any time. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0002) 

2. Would like the area in front of the Church of Ireland to be less dark and suggests the removal or ‘haircut’ of some of the trees to give light to this area. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0022) 

3. Signage and promotion of the historical elements of the village should be investigated as part of the plan. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0023) 

4. Would like a community forum to promote activities and events within the community hall. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0023) 

5. A Village Impact Study should be carried out and should address issues such as parking and the promotion and enhancement of the natural heritage. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0034) 

6. Would like to see the historical name for the village ‘Newcastle-Lyons’ strengthened. The Newcastle-Lyons estate should be renamed because apart from Newcastle-Lyons being the traditional name it also distinguishes the village from other Newcastle’s in Ireland. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0042) 

7. Provide cameras to record anti-social behaviour. Re-roof old tower house in the Glebe and provide bench seating for residence and tourists. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0016 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0021) 

8. The submission does not relate to the preparation of the Newcastle Local Area. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0001) 

9. Bollards are required outside the community hall to prevent motorist parking on walkway. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0003 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0011 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0033) 

10. There are broken paving slabs outside the community centre. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0003 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0011 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0033) 

11. There are a lack refuse bins in the vicinity of the school. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0003 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0011 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0033) 

12. There is a lack of a bottle bank. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0003 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0011 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0033) 

13. Extra refuse bins in the village area and outside shops. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0033) 

14. Problems of rubbish and “dog wood” along roads. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0027) 

15. Signage detailing the archaeological, historical and architectural importance of Newcastle and its medieval remains could be erected at significant locations throughout the village. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0030) 

16. Signage to inform the public of limited parking within the graveyard should be facilitated. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0036) 

17. Street lighting, benches, litter bins and a village green would contribute to village appeal. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0036) 

18. Refurbishment of the church, the undergrounding of cables and alterations to street signs are requested in time for the bi-centenary of the church in 2013. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0038) 

19. Requested that footpaths be repaired and that kerbs too low; dumping should be prevented; and a bottlebank or bi-monthly collection be provided. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0047) 

20. The importance of appropriately designed and logically placed street furniture and street lighting; and installation of Braille, tactile, pictorial and high contrast way finding signage should not be underestimated. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0057) 

21 Previous planning decisions

21.1 General

1. Members of Planning Dept. who were involved in granting planning permission for the Ballynakelly Site should be excluded from having anymore input into the development of Newcastle. The challenge is to try to neutralise the impact of planning decisions. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0027) 

2. High rise development was a planning error and empty apartment blocks should be demolished. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0028 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0040 PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0056) 

3. The rich heritage of Newcastle has been irreparably eroded in recent years as a result of badly planned overdevelopment, which has led to an imbalance in the character of the village. As a result the medieval core of Newcastle surrounding the Anglo-Norman motte and the Church at the western end of the village lies somewhat removed from many residents especially those in the dense housing and apartments on the eastern side of the village. There is a “disconnect” between the local heritage in Newcastle and the newer residents of the village. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0030) 

4. The construction of large one of houses immediately opposite the medieval motte and church and in the heart of the historic centre of Newcastle is regrettable. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0030) 

5. Eastern end of village ruined by housing development that is not in keeping with a village where there are areas of national importance from a historical perspective. Much of the historical importance of the area has been lost particularly opposite the Church of Ireland Church. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0049) 

6. There has been a lack of planning and developer led development and residents’ previous submissions in relation to rezoning were totally ignored. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0056) 

22 Guidelines

22.1 General

1. The plan should have regard to the provisions of the Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities. In particular, chapter 2 of the Guidelines addresses matters relating to development planning and national roads. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0004) 

2. Section 2.3 of the Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities recommends a general content for development plans and local area plans and the council should be aware of the Land Use and Transportation Planning Checklist that is set out in the Guidelines. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0004) 

23 Phasing

23.1 General

1. No new housing should be approved for the Newcastle area until existing unfinished developments are fully completed and occupied. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0015) 

2. Future residential development in Newcastle should only be permitted once the new school is developed and adequate community services are in place. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0034) 

3. No further residential development should take place until progress has been made on the upgrade of the existing primary school. The Council should collaborate with the Department of Education to identify an appropriate site for the new school. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0035) 

4. Reference is made to the Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas and the requirement that no significant development should take place without an assessment on school provision. (PREDRAFTNEWCASTLELAP0029) 

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

 Bottom of Form

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

4. Next Steps

This report will play a significant role in guiding the preparation of the Draft Local Area Plan for Newcastle. The next steps in the process of making the Local Area Plan are as follows:
	Date
	Steps

	May 2012
	Manager’s Report on Submissions Received under Pre-Plan Consultation Stage to be presented to Clondalkin Area Meeting
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