COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 16th April 2012


	PRESENT 

	Councillors
	Councillors

	Bond, C.
	Jones, C.

	Bonner, B.
	Kearns, P.

	Brophy, C.
	Lahart, J.

	Coburn, E.
	Lavelle, W.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lawlor, B.

	Delaney, T.
	Looney, D.

	Dermody, AM.
	McDonagh, M.

	Duff, M.
	O’Connell, G.

	Gilligan, T.
	Ridge, T.

	Hannon, J.
	Tuffy, E.

	Higgins, E.
	Walsh, E.

	
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT
	Deputy  County Manager
	P. Poole

	Directors / Heads of Function


	C. Henehan, T. Walsh, B. Coman, 
F. Nevin, P. Murphy, J. Quinlivan

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Maguire, Y. Dervan,  M. Ni Dhomhnaill, H. Hogan,  L. Kelly

	Senior Parks Superintendent 
	B. Sheehan 

	Senior Architect 
	E. Conroy

	Senior Engineer
	D. Finch

	County Librarian
	G. Byrne 

	Senior Executive Librarian
	D. Fagan

	Senior Planners
	P. Hogan, D. Larkin

	Head of Internal Audit & Efficiency Unit
	N.  Comerford

	Assistant Head of I.T.
	M. Galvin

	Administrative Officers
	T. Curtin,  E. Leech

	A./ Administrative Officer 
	M. O’Neill

	A./ Staff Officer
	B. Gorman 

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne 

	I.T.
	C. Whelan 


An apology for inability to attend was received from Councillor G. Kenny.

As the Mayor was temporarily unavailable the Deputy Mayor, Councillor P. Kearns presided.
H1/0412 
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 12th March 2012 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart.

At this point and in accordance with Standing Order No. 13 Councillor Kearns sought Members’ agreement to take Headed Item No. 9 - 2011 Audit Committee Report - out of sequence as the first item.  This was unanimously agreed.
H9/0412
2011 AUDIT COMMITTEE REPORT

Councillor P. Kearns introduced the Chairperson of the Audit Committee, Mr. Thomas Stone, Secretary & Financial Controller, Institute of Technology Tallaght, who presented the 2011 Audit Committee Report:

“During 2011 as well as reviewing financial reporting and internal audit, the Audit Committee focused on Risk Management and invited a member of the Management Team to their meetings in June / September and December to present and discuss the management of risks pertaining to their areas of responsibility.  The March meeting was dedicated to the 2009 Annual Financial Statement (AFS).  

During 2011 the Audit Committee scheduled meetings on the following dates:

29th March

21st June

13th September

13th December

Meeting 29th March

The Local Government Auditor presented the 2009 Annual Financial Statement and his report on the accounts.  Discussions took place in relation to the main issues as set out in the Auditor’s report as follows:
·  
The cost of the Council’s stock of affordable housing units

· 
 Decrease in commercial water charges collection percentage

· 
 Decrease in the collection percentage for Commercial Rates.

In addition, recommendations made by the Auditor to improve the control environment were reviewed by the Committee.  The Chair, Thomas Stone, requested that the recommendations remain as a standing agenda item so that the Committee could monitor their implementation. 

Meeting 21st June

The Head of IT presented a report on the risks associated with Computer Services Department operating environment and how these risks are managed.  Discussions took place in relation to the risks presented.

The following items were reviewed by the Committee:

·  
An updated report on the implementation of the Local Government Auditor’s       
recommendations following his audit of the Annual Financial Statement 2009

· 
Internal Auditor’s Annual Report

· 
Annual Audit Plan 2011-2012

· 
Audit Reports issued since December 2010

· 
Implementation of Audit recommendation

Mr.Thomas Stone was re-elected Chair of the Audit Committee for the following 12 months.

Meeting 13th September

The Director of Planning made a presentation on the risks associated with planning Department’s operating environment and how the risks are managed in the following areas:

· Preparation of Development Plan

· Consideration of Planning Applications

· Enforcement

· Development Contributions

· Management of Bonds

· Taking in charge of estates

· Issuing of Fire Safety certificates

Following the presentation the meeting was open to questions and discussions took place in relation the provisions of bonds and taking in charge of estates.

The Chair, Mr. Stone, expressed concern at the level of collection of development contributions and requested an activity report for the December meeting on the impact the level of collection would have in terms of the capital programme.

Mr. Stone also requested that a recommendation be reviewed at the next meeting for submission by the committee to the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government regarding the determination of the value of development contributions at planning permission stage. 

The Committee then reviewed the following:

· An updated report on the implementation of the Local Government Auditor’s 
recommendations following his audit of the Annual Financial Statement 2009

· Internal Audit Reports Issued since June 2011

· Progress on audit plan 2011 / 2012

· Update on the implementation of Internal Audit recommendations

Meeting 13th December 2011

An updated report on the capital programme was presented and noted by the Committee.

The Committee agreed to make representations to the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government that ‘consideration be given to including in future schemes an estimate of the contribution at planning stage and that a revised and final contribution valuation be determined at commence notice stage.’
Mr. John Healy, Law Agent, delivered a presentation on the operations and risks associated with management of the Council and its Law Department in respect of the following areas:

· Area of expertise

· Structure of Law department

· Legal work undertaken within the department

· Operational Risks

· Legal Risks

· Role of in – house solicitor

· Role of Law Department within the Council in respect of operational risks

· Role of \law Department in support of Audit Function

Mr. Healy responded to queries and recommendations from the Committee in relation to:

· Possibility of developing a communication policy / procedure

· Role as advisor to Manager 

· Possibility of report on legal issues annually

An updated report on the implementation of the Local Government Auditor’s recommendations was noted by the Committee and the Chair, Mr. Stone requested that the  item on outstanding capital balances remain as a standing item until fully dealt with.

The following were also reviewed by the Committee:

· Internal Audit reports issued since September 2011

· Progress on audit plan 2011 / 2012

· Update on implementation of Internal Audit recommendations

· Update on adverse incidents.

The dates were agreed for the Audit Committee meetings to be held in 2012. 

It is confirmed that during the course of 2011 the Committee has not become aware from its own work and has not been advised by management of any materially adverse instances occurring in the financial and operational management of Council activities. 

The committee is of the opinion that its work programme to date complies with requirements of the function of the Audit Committee.  

The Committee wishes to thank the outgoing County Manager and his staff for their cooperation and support.

Thomas Stone

Chair

Audit Committee

South Dublin County Council Audit Committee

The second Audit Committee was established by resolution of the Council on the 9th November, 2009.  The Committee consists of seven members, four external and three Councillors as follows:

External Members:

Mr. Thomas Stone, Secretary & Financial Controller, Institute of Technology

Tallaght (Chair)

Mr. Gerry Lynch,FCA, MBA, (Former) Director of Finance, Adelaide & Meath Hospital incorporating the National Children’s Hospital

Mr. Gerry O’Reilly, Newmarket Partnership (Nominee of South Dublin Chamber of Commerce)

Mr. Peter Byrne, CEO South Dublin Chamber of Commerce

Councillors:

Cllr. Guss O’ Connell

Cllr John Lahart

Cllr Emma Coburn

Schedule of Attendance
	Attendance 2011
	March 
	June 
	September 
	December

	Elected Members
	
	
	
	

	Cllr. Gus O’ Connell
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Cllr. John Lahart
	Yes
	Apologies
	Yes
	yes

	Cllr Emma Coburn
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	External Members
	
	
	
	

	Mr   Thomas Stone
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Mr Gerry Lynch
	Yes
	Apologies
	Yes
	Yes

	Mr Gerry O’Reilly
	Yes
	Apologies
	Yes
	Apologies

	Mr. Peter Byrne
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes ”



Following presentation of the report by Mr. Stone, Councillor E. Coburn thanked the Internal Auditor, Ms N. Comerford, and the Chair of the Audit Committee for their co-operation at Audit Meetings.  This was seconded by Councillor J. Lahart.

The Report was NOTED.
H2a)/0412
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE - 13th MARCH, 2012  DEALING WITH PLANNING, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS, DEVELOPMENT & WATER SERVICES

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for Grants
Application for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF2071
	Grangebrook Residents Association
	Running Costs Grant for Community Groups
	15/12/11
	€200


It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grant as recommended in the foregoing report.”

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Rathfarnham Area Committee - 13th March, 2012 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

H2b)/0412
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 26th MARCH, 2012  DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, HOUSING  

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date 
Received  
	Amount

	GF2078
	Tallaght Mens Shed Group
	Start Up Costs for Community Groups 
	2/02/12
	€800


  
Application for Arts Contribution
An Application for an Arts Contribution under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this contribution, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date 
Received  
	Amount

	South Dublin Arts Forum
	The Arts Office recommends that a contribution be 
made towards costs of presenting a 2 day participatory 
pop-up arts event that will engage over 500 people in Tallaght in April.
	27/02/12
	€1000


It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff and seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve the payment of the above grant recommended in the foregoing report.”

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Tallaght Area Committee (1) - 26th March, 2012 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2c)/0412
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 26th MARCH, 2012   DEALING WITH PLANNING, ROADS AND DEVELOPMENT & WATER SERVICES, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2d)/0412
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE - 21st MARCH, 2012   DEALING WITH  COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING, ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & WATER SERVICES, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF2077
	Kilcronan Environmental Group
	Environmental Improvements Grant
	30/01/12
	€500


It was proposed by Councillor B. Bonner, seconded by Councillor M. Mc Donagh and RESOLVED:-

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE payment of the Community Grant as recommended in the foregoing report.”

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor M. McDonagh and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Clondalkin Area Committee - 21st March, 2012 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

H2e)/0412
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - LUCAN  AREA COMMITTEE - 27th  MARCH, 2012   DEALING WITH PLANNING, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT (1 REPORT - EMERGENCY MOTION RE TRADE EFFLUENT LICENSING) , ROADS, DEVELOPMENT & WATER SERVICES

(i)  Community Business
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for Grants
Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-
	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF2074
	Retired Active Mens 
Social (RAMS)
	Environmental Improvements 
Grant
	12/01/12
	€400

	GF2084
	Lucan Community Games
	Community Activity Grant 
(Including Sport Activity)
	05/03/12
	€400


It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the foregoing report.”
Application for Arts Grants
Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	Agf:740
	Palmerston One Act Drama Festival
	Assistance towards cost of presenting four day drama festival in November 2012 in Palmerstown.
	22/02/2012
	€600


It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell seconded by Councillor E. Higgins and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grant as recommended in the foregoing report.”
Application for Arts Contribution
Applications for an Arts Contribution under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these contributions, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date 
Received 
	Amount

	Archbishop Ryan SNS, Balgaddy, Lucan
	Archbishop Ryan SNS is seeking assistance towards the cost of presenting a music concert and workshops for 600 children as part of the schools Intercultural Week in March.
	21/02/2012
	€1000


It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the contributions as recommended in the foregoing report.”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Lucan Area Committee – 27th March, 2012 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(ii)  Environment Business
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The following Emergency Motion was passed at the Lucan Area Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 27th March 2012.

That this Area Committee, while noting the decision of the Manager to extend Trade Effluent Licensing to include Food Service Establishments and acknowledging the need to so; nonetheless requests the Manager to bring a report, by way of headed item, to the April County Council Meeting on the following matters: 

·        The need to ensure that no establishment is fined or otherwise penalised as a result of failing to pay the registration fee within the very short three week notice period given; 

·        The potential of  waiving or reducing the proposed first year monitoring fee so that establishments (in particular smaller establishments) who will already have to pay the once-off statutory registration fee won't be hit twice in the first year; 

·        The need to ensure smaller establishments are provided with a reasonable timeframe to complete works in response to problems identified during inspection (such as installation of new grease-traps) before being subject to higher ongoing monitoring fees.”

Manager’s Report

South Dublin County Council’s Drainage Section deals with a significant number of blockages in the public sewer network caused by Fats, Oils and Grease (FOG). It was estimated by Drainage staff that 60% of the 889 blockages in the Council’s main public sewer system in 2011 were directly or indirectly caused by FOG. These blockages can result in flooding and overflow of sewers causing environmental pollution of rivers and streams. FOG causes a problem when it is washed down the drains in commercial kitchens, either during food preparation or in the washing up operation. When it cools it solidifies and accumulates in pipelines eventually blocking the pipe. The effect is similar to a build up of cholesterol in the arteries of human beings! Removing the solidified lumps of FOG from public sewers is expensive, labour intensive and disruptive to traffic where these works are being carried out.

Dublin City Council introduced a trade effluent FOG programme in 2008 in an effort to deal with a substantial problem of chokes in their public sewers and as a result of that programme they have recorded a significant improvement in the operation of their sewers. They have seen points on the system that were causing blockages on a weekly basis now only requiring inspection and reduced maintenance on a 6-8 week frequency. In the case of South County Dublin, frequent chokes have been recorded in the public sewer system in various locations especially near concentrations of Food Service Establishments (FSEs) which in turn are estimated to contribute blockages further upstream. In addition the Council receives complaints each year from non-food businesses about FOG blockages in privately owned sewers at the rear of small shopping blocks, caused by FSEs. In these circumstances the cost of unblocking is shared among all businesses in that block – not just the premises causing the problem.

 

The benefits of introducing the FOG programme into the South Dublin County Council area can be seen from the results of the introduction of the same programme into the Dublin City area in 2008 and the resultant reduction in DCC’s Drainage Maintenance reactive activity where now their Drainage Maintenance activity can be planned and proactive and thus further reducing blockages in their sewers even more. DUBLIN CITY REPORT that for the period 2005 / 2006 / 2007 Drainage Maintenance reported that 70% of Vetvac truck and crew hours were as a result of incidents where FOG was a contributing factor. 80% of these blockages were occurring in areas with a high concentration of FSE’s. The cost of clearing FOG related blockages in 2007 was estimated at between €600 - €700k. Temple Bar was their worst affected area, with a Vetvac & crew working in the area 3 out of 4 Sundays. 

On average between 2005 and 2007 DCC experienced 4 large scale blockages per year, each incident costing in excess of €20,000 to clear. All of these major blockages were in areas with a large concentration of food service establishments.

DCC commenced the FOG programme in 2008 and there was significant resistance to the programme in 2008 from the food industry representative organisations and the individual food business operators. However, Drainage Maintenance reported reductions in the number of FOG related blockages in hotspots (such as Temple Bar) in late 2008

For 2011 DCC reported the following to senior management prior to award of new contract. Drainage Maintenance reported that 30% of Vetvac hours were as a result of FOG. Approx. 50% of these blockages are primarily in residential areas. The cost of clearing FOG related blockages in 2011 was in the region of €250 - 300k (greater than 50% reduction). There has been no large scale/ high impact FOG blockage since March 2010. The Vetvac worked 1 Sunday out of 6 in Temple Bar area in 2011.

In terms of quantities of FOG generated, we estimated that in total 1900 tonnes of FOG is generated in the DCC area (2100 FSE) each year. In 2011 it is estimated that approx 1250 tonnes (66%) was prevented from entering the drainage network.

The Council’s intention is to make the transition to compliance as easy as possible for the operators. The Council’s approach has been to work with the FSE operators in bringing them into compliance with their responsibilities. Operators have been provided with information and advice and the Council remains available to provide further advice or assistance should it be required.

Food Service Establishment (FSE) will only be pursued through an enforcement/non-compliance process where it is absolutely necessary as a last resort. The Council’s letter sets out the period of engagement with the premises operator and while the initial period is three weeks, further periods for application compliance requirements and communication with the operator will be given. It is anticipated that the vast majority will have been able to comply within a 3 month period and that only thereafter is it likely that the Council might be forced to refer any file to the Council’s Law Department. Any operator that demonstrates and willingness to engage and fulfil their obligations will not face enforcement action.

The application process requires that a fee of €380 be paid with the application. This application fee is a requirement of the process and an application will not be valid unless the fee accompanies the application. The fee is set by regulation and is not therefore within the gift of the Council to set aside or postpone.

Monitoring fees are set by the Council are calculated to reflect the costs associated with the monitoring and compliance. The calculation will only be applied on a cost recovery basis. Due to the financial liability of the Council in this matter it is not possible to waive the annual monitoring fees. 

The Council has of course considered the expected financial implications for the FSE operators and is willing to engage with operators in relation to their ability to pay. The Council is willing to make lump sum, direct debit or incremental payment arrangements available to suit the particular circumstances of the individual operator. These arrangements can be proposed and agreed during the applications process and as long as the operator engages with the Council and meets it’s agreed arrangement then no issue will arise.

It is important for the FSE to note that they need to make their licence application now and then engage with the Council on timelines for installing equipment and changing kitchen practices. Ultimately, the conditions of the new Trade Effluent licence for FSE will allow a period of six months for the installation of an appropriately sized grease trap from the date of issue of the licence.”
Director of Environmental Services, Mr. J. Quinlivan outlined the background to the licensing initiative in Dublin City and South Dublin County.  He highlighted examples of serious blockages which are caused in the Council’s foul sewer network by Fats, Oils and Grease ( FOG ) and also  of the success of the Dublin City Council Scheme to date, which had a very positive impact in reduction of instances of flooding.  

Mr. Quinlivan stated that it was the Council’s intention to bring businesses on board through co-operation and that enforcement would be a last resort.  He confirmed that the Council’s inspectors had visited all relevant sites and spoken to the responsible persons, and were on hand to discuss any queries which may arise following the on-site inspections.  He noted that most establishments were keen to co-operate with the Council on the initiative as blockages in networks had a detrimental impact on their businesses,  and this scheme was intended to improve the situation for them, as well as ultimately reduce operational costs for the Council. 

In relation to the monitoring fees proposed, Mr. Quinlivan stated that the Council will engage with operators and he envisaged that the fees would be on a categorized scale depending of risk, volume etc.

A discussion ensued with contributions from Councillors E. Walsh and W. Lavelle with the following main points raised:

· Could a leaflet outlining the correct way to dispose of effluent and the negative effect which incorrect disposal had on the Council’s network be delivered to all households;  
· Methods used by Dublin City Council in collecting and disposing of FOG;
· Confusion which arose among traders initially due to lack of information on their responsibilities and the cost of licensing;  
· Registration cost and what it covered.
In response Mr. Quinlivan stated that 
· a leaflet was delivered to all households some time ago but would investigate the possibility of recirculation; 
· All information in relation to disposal of trade effluent was available on the Council’s website;  
· Dublin City Council’s operation was different to how it was intended to be within the South Dublin County area;
· Registration fee is €380, set down in legislation and is a one off registration payment;
· No issue with enforcement for businesses who engaged positively with the Council.
The report was NOTED. 
H3a)/0412
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE - CALENDAR OF MEETING DATES
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. P. Murphy, Director of Corporate Services, Human Resources and Libraries and was CONSIDERED:
“The following Draft Calendar of Meeting dates was APPROVED by the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 22nd March 2012:
	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 30/04/12
	
	
	

	Tue. 01/05/12
	Environment Strategic Policy Committee

	5.30 - 7.00 pm
	28/03/12 †
Business to Director of Environmental Services 

	Wed. 02/05/12
	JOINT Economic Development/ Transportation Strategic Policy Committee (to discuss HGVs)
	5.30 - 7.00 pm
	29/03/12 †


	Thur. 03/05/12
	
	
	

	Fri. 04/05/12
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF 
BUSINESS

	Mon. 07/05/12
	BANK HOLIDAY
	
	

	Tue. 08/05/12
	Rathfarnham Area Committee

Planning*, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads, Development & Water Services 

Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education & Libraries Strategic Policy Committee
	3.00 - 5.30 pm

5.30 - 7.00 pm


	24/04/12 †
Business to SEO Roads Dept.

*(For planning files see below)

03/04/12 †
Business to Director of Corporate, H.R.

& Library Services

	Wed. 09/05/12
	Economic Development (incl. Planning & Development) Strategic Policy Committee

	5.30 - 7.00 pm
	04/04/12 †
Business to Director of Land Use, Economic & Transport Planning

	Thur. 10/05/12
	
	
	

	Fri. 11/05/12
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 02/05/12

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF 
BUSINESS

	Mon. 14/05/12


	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting


	12.30 - 2.00 pm

3.30 - 6.30 pm
	30/04/12 †
Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tue. 15/05/12
	
	
	

	Wed. 16/05/12
	Clondalkin Area Committee

Planning*, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads and Development & Water Services
	3.00 - 5.30 pm


	02/05/12 †
Business to SEO 
Planning Dept.

*(For planning files see below)

	Thur. 17/05/12
	Transportation Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 - 7.00 pm


	16/04/12 †
Business to Director of Development, Parks & Roads

	Fri. 18/05/12
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 10/05/12

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF 
BUSINESS

	Mon. 21/05/12


	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Community, Environment, Housing

	3.30 - 5.30 pm


	08/05/12

Business to SEO,

Housing Dept.

*(For planning files see below)

	Tue. 22/05/12
	Lucan Area Committee

Planning*, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads and Development & Water Services
	3.00 - 5.30 pm
	09/05/12

Business to SEO,

Planning Department 

*(For planning files see below)

	Wed. 23/05/12
	Deputations
	2.00 - 6.00 pm
	

	Thur. 24/05/12
	Traffic Management Meeting  

· Rathfarnham 
· Clondalkin

· Lucan

Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee  (in committee)
	2.00 - 2.30 pm

2.30 - 3.00 pm

3.00 - 3.30 pm

3.30 - 5.30 pm
	11/05/12

Business to SEO, 
Corporate Services

	Fri. 25/05/12
	JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE
	3.00 - 5.00 pm
	


* Planning file requests to be received by 16/05/12

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 28/05/12


	Tallaght Traffic Management Meeting

Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning*, Development & Water Services, Corporate Services and Libraries

Housing & Social Development Strategic Policy Committee

	2.45 - 3.30 pm

3.30 - 5.30 pm

5.30 - 7.00 pm
	15/05/12

Business to SEO,

Housing Dept.

*(For planning files see below)

25/04/12 †
Business to Director of Housing, Social & Community
 Development

	Tue. 29/05/12
	
	
	

	Wed. 30/05/12
	Sports, Recreation, Community   Development and Parks Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 - 7.00 pm
	27/04/12 †
Business to Director of Community Services

	Thur. 31/05/12
	
	
	

	Fri. 01/06/12
	
	
	


               *Planning file requests to be received by 22/05/12

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 04/06/12
	BANK HOLIDAY
	
	

	Tue. 05/06/12
	
	
	

	Wed. 06/06/12
	
	
	

	Thur. 07/06/12
	
	
	

	Fri. 08/06/12
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 11/06/12


	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting


	12.30 - 2.00 pm

3.30 - 6.30 pm
	28/05/12 †
Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tue. 12/06/12 
	Audit Committee

Rathfarnham Area Committee

Planning*, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads, Development & Water Services 
	8.00 - 9.30 am

3.00 - 5.30 pm
	29/05/12 †
Business to SEO Roads Dept.

*(For planning files see below)

	Wed. 13/06/12
	
	
	

	Thur. 14/06/12
	
	
	

	Fri. 15/06/12
	
	
	


               *Planning file requests to be received by 06/06/12

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 18/06/12
	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Community, Environment, Housing

	3.30 - 5.30 pm


	05/06/12

Business to SEO,

Housing Dept.

*(For planning files see below)

	Tue. 19/06/12
	
	
	

	Wed. 20/06/12
	Clondalkin Area Committee

Planning*, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads and Development & Water Services
	3.00 - 5.30 pm


	07/06/12

Business to SEO,

Planning Dept.

*(For planning files see below)

	Thur. 21/06/12
	
	
	

	Fri. 22/06/12
	
	
	


               *Planning file requests to be received by 14/06/12

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 25/06/12
	Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning*, Development & Water Services, Corporate Services and Libraries
	3.30 - 5.30 pm


	12/06/12

Business to SEO,

Housing Dept.

*(For planning files see below)

	Tue. 26/06/12
	Lucan Area Committee

Planning**, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads and Development & Water Services
	3.00 - 5.30 pm
	13/06/12

Business to SEO,

Planning Department 

*(For planning files see below)

	Wed. 27/06/12
	Deputations
	2.00 - 6.00 pm
	

	Thur. 28/06/12
	
	
	

	Fri. 29/06/12
	ANNUAL MEETING
	3.30 pm -
	


               *Planning file requests to be received by 19/06/12

              **Planning file requests to be received by 20/06/12”

† Note:  Good Friday / Easter Monday,  May Day & June bank holidays all impact on various closing dates.

· Environment SPC from 7th May (first Monday - May Bank Holiday)  to Tuesday 1st May
· Joint Economic Development /Transportation SPC- Wednesday 2nd May at 5.30pm

· May Rathfarnham AC is scheduled for Tuesday 8th May 2012 the week before the Council meeting, whereas usually it is the day after the Council meeting.

· 2012 Annual Meeting -29th June 2012 - last Friday in June 2012

The Calendar was APPROVED and AGREED on the proposition of Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle.

H3b)/0412
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE - REPORT ON CONFERENCES/SEMINARS 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. P. Murphy, Director of Corporate Services, Human Resources and Libraries, and was CONSIDERED:
“The following report was APPROVED at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 22nd March 2012:
“Section 142 (5) of Local Government Act 2001 provides for the authorization of Members’ attendance at conferences both home and abroad. 

Listed below are conferences which have been notified to South Dublin County Council and whose appropriateness has been vetted by the members’ working group in accordance with Circ Letter 02/10.

Members who have expressed an interest in attending these conferences are also listed:

	Conference
	Host 
	Venue 
	Date
	Councillors Attending
	Fee

	Water Services (Amendment) Act 2012 (Proposed)
	Superior Training
	Carlton Atlantic Coast Hotel, The Quay, 

Westport,
Co. Mayo
	23rd - 25th March 
	
	€100

	What it takes
to succeed in the Tourism Sector  
	Dundalk Chamber 
of Commerce in association with Eures Cross 
Border Partnership
& Louth Local Authorities
	Ballymascanlon
House Hotel, 
Dundalk, 

Co. Louth
	Wed. 28th  March  from
8.45 am - 1.30 pm
	
	FREE

(Booking Essential)

	Disability 
Access Certificate


	Esperanza  Enterprises
	The Kingsvalley 
Hotel, Merlin Park,

Dublin Road,

Galway City.
	6th – 7th April
	
	€150

	LAMA Spring Seminar

THE Role of Local 
Authorities in Enabling Economic Development and Local Government Reform 
	Local Authority Members 
Association
	Tower Hotel,

Waterford
	13th - 14th Apr.

	
	€150

	Finance Bill 2012

	Esperanza Enterprises
	 Manor West Hotel, 
Killarney  Road,

 Tralee, Co. Kerry
	20th -21st April 
	
	€150

	Reform of the Water Sector 

in Ireland
	Kadenza Consultancies 
	Galway Bay Hotel

Salthill,

Co. Galway
	13th -15th April
	
	€145

	Modern Alternatives 

to Fossil Fuels
	Celtic Conferences
	       Celtic Ross Hotel,

Rosscarbery, 

Co. Cork
	13th 15th April 
	
	€100


The following table shows Members’ attendance at conferences home from 24th January 2012 to date 

Home Conferences attended 2012

	Conference
	Host 
	Venue
	Date
	Councillors Attending 
	Fee



	Kerry Environment Conference
	Rattoo Heritage 
	Manor West Hotel,

Tralee, Co. Kerry
	23rd -26th February 
	Cllr. T. Delaney 
	€150

	Destination Creation
	Dun Laoire Rathdown
	Royal Marine Hotel,

Dun Laoire
	6th -7th March
	Cllr. W. Lavelle

Cllr T. Ridge 
	€225

	Guide to 
Septic systems 
	Esperanza

Enterprises
	Kings Valley Hotel,

Galway
	9th -10th March 
	Cllr. T Gilligan 
	€150


As authorisation under this section is a reserved function Members are required to pass the following resolution:

“In accordance with Section 142 (5) of the Local Government Act, 2001 attendance by Members at the Conferences / Seminars outlined in the report is hereby authorized.”

Attendances at Conferences and Seminars were APPROVED on the proposition 

of Councillor P Kearns, seconded by Councillor W Lavelle.

H4/0412
STRATEGIC  POLICY  COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H5/0412
REPORTS  REQUESTED  BY  AREA  COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.


QUESTIONS  FOR  NOTING
It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan and RESOLVED:
“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions numbered Q1 – Q16 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
Q1/0412
DOG WARDENS 

QUESTION: Councillor P. Cosgrave

To ask the Manager to give a report on Dog Wardens in the County to include

1.  How many Dog Wardens are working in the County? 

2.  How many fines for walking unleashed dogs were issued in the County?
REPLY:
Dog Wardens are employed by the Council to fulfil its obligations under the Control of Dogs Act 1986 and as such have certain prescribed powers to enable them to enforce the provisions of the Act.  The Council employs two full time Dog Wardens. There are currently 10,706 active dog licences in South Dublin County and according to the latest published figures (2010) from the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government; South Dublin County Council had the third highest number of dog licences in the Country.

It is a legal requirement under Section 9 of the Control of Dogs Act, 1986, that a dog must be under effectual control at all time. In 2010 South Dublin County Council Dog Wardens issued 89 fines in relation to alleged breaches of Section 9 and in 2011 South Dublin County Council Dog Wardens issued 99 fines in relation to alleged breaches of Section 9.

Q2/0412
CONSULTANT COST FOR SALE OF REFUSE COLLECTION 

QUESTION: Councillor A.M. Dermody

To ask can the Manager please state if there were outside consultants employed in the sale/disposal of the waste collection business by South Dublin County Council, if so how much was spent on those consultants, were there legal fees associated with the sale and how much were those legal fees?


REPLY:
The Council engaged Ernst & Young as advisors in the process of selling the waste collection service at a total cost of €284,487.21 inclusive of VAT while Arthur Cox were retained as legal representatives at a cost of €150,929.75 inclusive of VAT.

The value of savings estimated at some €17.2 million achieved in the sale of service over the remaining lifetime of the current Council was reported to the Council during the Council's Budget Process in December 2011.

Q3/0412
HOUSEHOLD CHARGE
QUESTION: Councillor E. Higgins

To ask the County Manager how many homes in the County are a) exempt from the household charge and b) how many houses have paid it?  Could these figures be broken down by LEA?
REPLY:
The following are the categories which are  exempt from paying the Household Charge under the Local Government ( Charges )  Act 2011:
·  Residential properties that are part of the trading stock of a business and have not been sold or been the source of any income since construction, 

·  Residential property vested in a Minister of the Government or the Health Service Executive, 

·  Residential property vested in a housing authority, including property where households are purchasing their homes under the Shared Ownership Scheme and where the local authority still retains an ownership stake, 

·  Voluntary and co-operative housing, 

·  Residential property subject to commercial rates and wholly used as a dwelling, 

·  Residential property owned by certain charities or comprised in a discretionary trust, and

·  Residential property where a person has to leave their house due to long-term mental or physical infirmity (e.g. a person that has moved into a nursing home). 

The  number of houses which the Council is currently aware of being exempt is  10,135 i.e

No. of Social Housing Units                         9032

Affordable Houses in Social Leasing             148

Properties in Shared Ownership                   140

Voluntary Houses                                       815

In relation to the number of houses which have paid, the Household Charge Bureau (under the aegis of the Local Government Management Agency) accepts and processes payments in respect of the Household Charge on behalf of Local Authorities in the country. The Council has been advised that while the Bureau is not in a position currently to supply data in respect of individual local authorities, it does expect to have this information available shortly. 

However, the Bureau has advised that it may not be possible to provide an analysis by area within the Local Authority.
Q4/0412
EXERCISE TRAILS 

QUESTION: Councillor E. Higgins

To ask the County Manager when each of the 11 exercise trails being commissioned throughout the County will be installed?
REPLY:
The Department of Transport Tourism and Sport is currently examining SDCC's submission for funding under the 2011 Sports Capital Funding Programme following on public tender process for the appointment contractors to install outdoor gym equipment at twelve no. locations throughout the County. 

Installation of the trails is dependent on the approval of Department of Transport Tourism and Sport being forthcoming.
 Q5/0412
CONTROL OF PARKING BYE LAWS
QUESTION: Councillor E. Higgins

To ask the Manager to outline in detail procedure required to amend a schedule to the current Control of Parking Bye Laws?
REPLY:

Local Authorities are empowered to create Bye Laws controlling the parking of vehicles on public roads. Any schedules included in the bye laws are integral to the Bye Laws. Any modification of a schedule is considered to be a change to the Bye Laws. To modify a Bye Law the existing Bye Law must be rescinded and a new Bye Law adopted.

The council has made such Bye Laws in 2010 and previously in 2003 (Lucan) and 2005. 

The power of the Council to make such Bye Laws is contained in Section 36 of the Road Traffic Act, 1994 and section 101 of the Road Traffic Act, 1961 

Part (3) of Section 36 of the Road Traffic Act sets out the process, which must be adhered to in progressing the approval of the Bye-Laws under this section:  

Before making bye-laws under this section (other than bye-laws relating to the fees to be paid in respect of the parking of vehicles), a road authority shall: 
	Road Traffic Act Requirement: 

	(a) 
	Consult with the Commissioner 

	(b) 
	Publish a notice in one or more newspapers circulating in the area to which the bye-laws relate — 

	  
	(i) 
	Indicating that it is proposed to make bye-laws under this section 

	  
	(ii) 
	Indicating the times at which, the period (being not less than one month) during which and 
the place (being a place within their functional area) where a copy of the draft bye-laws may
be inspected, 

	  
	(iii) 
	Stating that representations may be made in writing to the road authority in relation to the 
draft bye-laws before a specified date (which shall be not less than 2 weeks after the end of 
the period for inspection), 

	  
	(iv) 
	Stating that a copy of the draft bye-laws may be purchased on payment of a fee not 
exceeding the reasonable cost of making such copies 

	(c) 
	Before deciding whether to make the bye-laws and determining their content, consider any observations made to them by the Commissioner or any representations made to them pursuant 
to paragraph (b) (iii) 


On completion of the public consultation phase of this process a full report is presented to each of the Area Committees prior to adoption by the Council. A substantial duration should be considered for completion of this process.  

The Bye Laws set out the following information with regard to the provision and control of on street parking in relation to areas within the villages mentioned above: 

(a)                the payment of fees, including the manner and proof of payment in respect of the parking of vehicles; 

(b)               the specifying of the amount of any fees payable pursuant to bye-laws under paragraph (c); 

(c)               the specifying of the maximum periods for which vehicles may be parked in specified parking places; 

(d)               the prohibition of the parking of vehicles in a parking place for a period for which a fee is chargeable without the appropriate fee having been paid in the manner specified; 

(e)               the prohibition of the parking of vehicles in a parking place for a longer period than that in respect of which a fee was paid; 

(f)                the specifying of the classes of vehicles which may use a parking place in respect of which a fee is payable; 

(g)               the exemption of specified classes of vehicles from the payment of fees in respect of parking, the conditions under which specified classes of vehicles may be so exempted and the identification of exempted vehicles; 

(h)               that indications given by parking meters shall be treated as evidence until the contrary is shown of such facts and for such purposes as may be specified in the bye-laws.

Q6/0412
SEPTIC TANK CHARGE



QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart

To ask the Manager to estimate how many households are liable for the septic tank charge in the county and to make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
It is estimated that there are approximately 2,500 houses in the South Dublin County Council area on septic tanks or wastewater treatment and disposal systems serving single houses who will be liable for the registration fee of €5 for the first three months of registration increasing to €50 thereafter. 

The Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government is currently advising on its website that:

"It is not yet possible to register septic tanks and other on-site systems and no registration fees should be sent to the Department.  It is expected that the registration system will be in place by late April 2012 and full details of how and when to register will be made available at that time. The new legislation will probably not commence until 2013 and details will be made available at that time in the national and local media. Householders should take care not to allow uninvited persons, or persons claiming to be septic tank inspectors, to enter onto their property in advance of the launch of inspections. Householders will be formally notified by their local authority if their domestic waste water treatment system is to be inspected and inspectors will be required to carry identification and to present this on request to householders."
Q7/0412
FLOODING
QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart

To ask the Manager that if houses are flooded along a particular road, is that area subsequently designated as an area prone to flooding?
REPLY:
The fact that because houses on a particular road flooded due to a particular weather event does not necessarily mean that this area will be subsequently designated as an area prone to flooding. 

The reason for the flooding has to be taken into account when designating an area as an area prone to flooding. The reason may be something as simple as blocked gully’s, a sewer choke or tree roots growing into pipes all of which can be easily remedied making the event an once off and unlikely to reoccur. 

Areas designated as areas prone to flooding are usually near rivers and tend to be in their flood plains. 

The most up to date information on the flood studies being undertaken by the OPW for the eastern region of Ireland which includes the Dublin area can be found on www.eastcframstudy.ie The Draft River Dodder Catchment Flood Risk Management Plan including the fluvial flooding maps is on display in the Council's Offices in Tallaght and Clondalkin at the moment and the public can and is encouraged to make comments on this draft  plan on dodder@rpsgroup.com
Q8/0412
BOHERNABREENA HEADSTONES
QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart

To ask the Manager to present a full report on the damage to headstones in Bohernabreena Cemetery on March the 14th last in section 'N' and to outline what steps the Manager has taken to get to the bottom of the matter and to make good the damage caused to the headstones - and to further clarify as to whether the Manager has sought information/report from the Gardai regarding the matter?
REPLY:
The first report of damage to the headstones in Bohernabreena Cemetery was received on Thursday 15th March.  Burial Grounds staff in the cemetery have reported that they were not aware of any damage to the headstones in question when leaving the location at 3.30 p.m. on Wednesday 14th March 2012.  The Council has contacted the plot holders to advise them and has had a number of contacts with An Garda Siochana in relation to the damage.  An Garda Siochana  has reported that the damage is not believed to have been malicious and was most likely caused by a vehicle accidently reversing into the headstones. It has not so far proven possible to identify the vehicle or the person responsible.

Headstone Permits are issued to plot holders containing a condition that the Council will under no circumstances be responsible for damage from any cause whatsoever including vandalism to the headstone, surround, foundation and other non Council property.

Three of the four plot holders affected have been in contact with the Council and have been reminded that the maintenance of privately erected headstones is a matter for the plot holders.

Q9/1412
DUBLIN FIRE BRIGADE’S RISK BASED ANALYSIS

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to provide a detailed update on Dublin Fire Brigade’s ongoing risk-based analysis of its area of operations?
REPLY:
Dublin Fire Brigade is currently carrying out a detailed Risk Based analysis of its area of Government.  Thus far considerable work has been completed in Phases 1 and 2 with the compiling and collating of the relevant information.  

Phase 3 is now underway in which the data will be analysed, and when completed it will be possible to determine the levels of cover that exist together with actions necessary to improve services and gain essential efficiencies.

Q10/0412
24 HOUR NOISE MONITORING 

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager, further to question No. 9 at the December 2011 Council meeting, to provide a detailed update on the current programme of 24-hour noise monitoring and to further advise if any areas subject to noise pollution from roads or railways are included in this current round of monitoring?
REPLY:
The Environmental Health Department has upgraded and expanded the network of noise monitors which are used to validate the computer-modelled noise maps. The works commenced last November and concluded in early April. The network has been expanded from three noise monitors to seven. The network is now as follows:

	Location
	Address

	St Colmcille’s School  
	Scholarstown Rd Knocklyon D16

	Rathcoole Parks Depot  
	Mill Road Rathcoole Co Dublin

	Deansrath Depot  
	Off New Nangor Rd Clondalkin D22

	Tallaght Leisure Centre  
	Cookstown Rd Tallaght D24

	Cheeverstown House  
	N81 Templeogue Dublin 6W

	County Hall  
	Belgard Square North Tallaght D24

	Esker Parks Depot  
	Esker Lane Lucan Co Dublin


The sites were selected to give an overall picture of noise from traffic through the South Dublin County Council area, in order to validate the noise maps. The Noise Action Plan is then derived from these maps. We are currently on the second round of Noise Mapping, an activity which is required every five years under the Environmental Noise Regulations 2006.

The noise monitors operate on a 24-hour basis, each taking a noise reading every five minutes. The readings are then transmitted to a website. The website is currently being upgraded to a more user-friendly front end, which will convert the raw data into graphic form. This should be completed within the next two months.

It is envisaged that further noise monitors will be added to the network incrementally.

Q11/0412
NTA FUNDING 

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager the criteria considered when deciding on which specific projects should be the subject of funding applications to the NTA;  are requests from elected members (e.g. by way of motions at Area Committee meetings) considered;  are Development Plan objective prioritised;  and will the elected members be consulted with ahead of any future funding applications?
REPLY: 

Elected members are advised of Projects funded by the NTA when confirmation of funding is received and are consulted during the design and planning phase of any project approved by the NTA for funding.

The principal source of National Transport Authority funding for projects in SDCC are ‘Sustainable Transport Measures Grants’ (STMGs).  Specific Projects selected for funding applications to the NTA are selected on the basis of consultations both inter-departmentally and through regular meetings held with the NTA. 

Project proposals are evaluated on the basis of the NTA strategic transport and value for money objectives outlined in the NTA Project Management Guidelines and as such projects are selected according to the transport user hierarchy outlined in the GDA Draft Transport Strategy 2011-2030 published by the NTA. 

Projects that already have Part 8 approval, or that are small scale and don’t require Part 8 approval in cases where there is local support, may be prioritised.  Requests from elected members are also considered e.g. Willsbrook Cycle Track in Lucan, which is at design stage. In considering project selection, County Development Plan objectives are also considered priorities. 

In the case of local permeability improvements, a ‘long-list’ of potential projects was drawn up and presented to all local area committees in June 2011 and a further meeting was also held with the Lucan area members.  A number of projects were identified and progressed and others were added to the overall list as a result of this process.  Those projects not commenced in 2011 have formed the basis for applications to the NTA for funding in 2012.

Q12/0412 
EXERCISE TRAILS AND DOG RUNS


QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager for a detailed update and timeframe for the installation of exercise trails and dog-runs in our county's parks?
REPLY:
The Department of Transport Tourism and Sport is currently examining SDCC's submission for funding under the 20ll Sports Capital Programme for outdoor gym equipment at l2 locations throughout the county, following on Public Tender Process.

Installation of the trails is dependent on the approval of Department of Transport Tourism and Sport being forthcoming.

The 2011 Bye-laws for Parks and Open Spaces contain specific provisions to allow the  owners may exercise their pets by letting them off the lead. 

As previously reported to the Lucan Area Committee Meeting in June 2011, the small field, located adjacent to the GAA pitch at Hayden's Lane and previously used as a junior pitch, has been identified as an ideal location for the provision of a dog run in Griffeen Valley Park. The site is centrally located in the park, is convenient to the main pedestrian routes through the park, and is already partially enclosed by field hedgerows on two sides. Construction on the dog run will commence shortly and is expected to be opened in May. The dog run in Corkagh Park, located near the  Camac Valley Caravan and Camping Park entrance, adjoining the Cycle Track is nearing completion and it is expected that the facility will be open by the end of April.   Due to the physical geography of Tymon Regional Park, it is considered that two dog runs will be required.  Site investigations are currently under way with a view to early identification/construction of the dog runs for this park.
Q13/0412
COUNTY BIODIVERSITY PLAN

QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell

To ask the Manager for a report on the current position on the implementation of Policy LHA 15 (County Development Plan 2010 – 2016) in respect of the commitment to prepare a County Biodiversity Plan following public consultation within the lifetime of the current County Development Plan and within the context of the National Biodiversity Plan?
REPLY:
It is an objective of both the South Dublin County Development Plan and the County Heritage Plan to prepare a County Biodiversity Plan.  It is part of the Planning Department and County Heritage Officer's work programme for 2012 to initiate the process by presenting the project outline to the relevant SPCs and Council prior to commencing Public Consultation.  A Biodiversity Forum, similar to the Heritage Forum, will also be drawn together to assist in collating public submissions and prioritise biodiversity actions.

Q14/0412
GREEN ROUTES  NETWORK 

QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell

To ask the Manager for a report on the current position on the implementation of Policy SCR47 (County Development Plan 2010 – 2016) in respect of the Green Routes Network?
REPLY:
Good progress has been made in respect of the Countywide Green Routes network.  The Grand Canal green route to Dublin City was completed in 2010 and an extension of the western end of the route into Adamstown and South Lucan via Griffeen Valley Park and a new Canal overbridge was completed in 2011.  Also in 2010, the Dublin Mountains Way from Tallaght to Shankill was opened, including a section from Tallaght via Sean Walsh Park and Kiltipper Park to Bohernabreena.  

In 2012, funding has been secured from the NTA for the design of the Dodder Valley route from Tallaght to Ballsbridge.  This Project is being undertaken jointly with Dublin City Council and is being led by SDCC.  Also in 2012, the Heritage Council is funding survey work on the upper reaches of the Dodder Valley, from Old Bawn to Bohernabreena, in order to assess the ecological resource that would direct any future project in respect of a green route or linear park.  

In summary, almost all of Phase 1 of the Green Routes network is either complete or subject to design and survey work with a view to implementation.  Any outstanding elements of Phase 1 and Phase 2 will be progressed subsequently as resources can identified and/or made available.

Q15/0412
COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN

QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell

To ask the Manager for a report on the current position on the implementation of Policy LHA 26 (County Development Plan 2010 – 2016) in respect of the commitment to “investigate the feasibility of adopting a joint management structure with Dublin City Council for the Bohernabreena Reservoirs and to report back to this chamber within two years of adopting the County Development Plan.”
REPLY:
Policy LHA 26 of the County Development Plan 2010-16 states:- "It is the policy of the Council to examine areas within the Dublin Mountains including the Bohernabreena Reservoirs and High Amenity Area and Liffey Valley Zones with a view to making Special Amenity Area Orders for all or part of them".  It is an accompanying objective of the Development Plan to investigate the feasibility of joint management structures with DCC for the Bohernabreena Reservoirs.  

 

The Dublin Mountains Partnership (DMP) was established in 2008 and includes SDCC and Dublin City Council as partner bodies.  The DCC representative on the DMP is the Senior Engineer of the Water Division responsible for the Bohernabreena Reservoirs.  Since 2010, DCC has enabled the routing of the Dublin Mountains Way through the grounds of the Reservoir, and facilitates use of the route and access for the DMP Volunteer Rangers to patrol the Dublin Mountains Way in this area.  Joint management of the water resource is also undertaken between the water services divisions of DCC and SDCC. Through the DMP and Water Services structures, there is currently significant co-operation regarding the use of and access to the Bohernabreena Reservoir area and the water resource, although DCC remains responsible for the management of the Reservoir grounds.  
 

The South Dublin County Development Plan will have been in operation for two years by the autumn of this year and prior to the two years having elapsed, the feasibility of further co-operation with DCC can be investigated.

Q16/0412
N4 AND N81
QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell
To ask the Manager, now that the NRA have informed this Council that National Roads that are within the M50 are the responsibility of this Council, what plans does she have to maintain the median and boundaries of roads such as the N4 and the N81 in a manner and to a standard that reflects the fact that these roadways are essentially part of the adjacent residential areas?  These have been neglected and in a very disgraceful state over the last number of summers and should be properly maintained in 2012.
REPLY: 
Funding for the maintenance of these roads will be sourced from Local and Regional road grant allocations and SDCC's own resources. The Grant funds road restoration, road overlay, winter maintenance, ramp repair in addition to grass cutting.  A timetable for grass cutting in the County and the cutting of the medians is currently being prepared in consultation with the Parks Department. Median cutting will commence in May.

H6/0412 
DECLARATION  OF  ROADS  TO  BE  PUBLIC  ROADS
Adamstown Castle, Phases 1 & 2
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The following report was considered at the Lucan Area Committee Meeting of 22nd February, 2012.
“Statutory Notice has been given in the public press of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the roads in the following estate,

Adamstown Castle, Phases 1 & 2   

as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads.

The closing date for receipt of objections was Tuesday 31st January 2012 – no objections were received.

All outstanding works have now been completed by the Developer.

It is recommended that the roads be declared to be public roads.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.”

It was proposed by Councillor G O’Connell, seconded by Councillor E Tuffy and AGREED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare the roads Adamstown Castle, Phases 1 & 2 as set out in the above report to be public roads.” 
If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-

“That the roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”

SCHEDULE FOR: Adamstown. Phases 1 & 2
LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA: Lucan

TOWNLAND:  Adamstown & Finnstown 

B.C. NO:  1364 
ELECTORAL DIVISION: Lucan


DATE:     July 2010 

	ROADNAME 
	ROAD ID 
	LENGTH(m) 
	DESCRIPTION 

	Castlegate Way 
	
	354m 
	Carriageway, associated grass margins and footpaths, but excluding planted areas not shown colored. From its junction with Lock Road, westward to its junction with Adamstown Avenue.

	Castlegate Walk 
	
	108m 
	Carriageway, associated grass margins and footpaths but excluding planted areas not shown colored. From its junction with Castlegate Way, northward to its junction with Castlegate Grove. 

	Castlegate Grove 
	
	483m 
	Carriageway, associated grass margins and footpaths but excluding planted areas not shown colored. From its junction with Castlegate Walk, Westward to the end of its cul de sac at Castlegate Close. Also including that part from its junction with Castlegate Walk, eastward to its junction with Castlegate Crescent. 

	Castlegate Close 
	
	64m 
	Carriageway, associated grass margins and footpaths but excluding planted areas not shown colored. From its junction with Castlegate Grove, southward to the end of its turning bay. 

	Castlegate Crescent 
	
	168m 
	Carriageway, associated grass margins and footpaths but excluding planted areas not shown colored. From its junction with Castlegate Grove, southward, eastward and northward to the end of its turning bay 

	Castlegate Elms 
	
	70m 
	Carriageway, associated grass margins and footpaths but excluding planted areas not shown colored. From its junction with Castlegate Grove, southward to the end of its turning bay. 

	Castlegate Chase 
	
	88m 
	Carriageway, associated grass margins and footpaths but excluding planted areas not shown colored. From its junction with Castlegate Grove, southward to the end of its turning bay. 

	Castlegate Green 
	
	163m 
	Carriageway, associated grass margins and footpaths but excluding planted areas not shown colored. From its junction with Castlegate Grove, at house no. 50, southward to the end of its turning bay at house no. 33. Also including that part from its junction with Castlegate Grove at house no. 1 southward to the end of its turning bay at house no. 20. 

	Castlegate Drive 
	
	95m 
	Carriageway, associated grass margins and footpaths but excluding planted areas not shown colored. From its junction with Castlegate Grove, southward to its junction with Castlegate Avenue. 

	Castlegate Park 
	
	390m 
	Carriageway, associated grass margins and footpaths but excluding planted areas not shown colored. From its junction with Castlegate Way at house no. 1, southward to its junction with Castlegate Dene, then southwestward and southward to its junction with Castlegate Place, then northwestward and northward to its junction with Castlegate Way at house no. 40. 

	Castlegate Dene 
	
	92m 
	Carriageway, associated grass margins and footpaths but excluding planted areas not shown colored. From its junction with Castlegate Park, eastward and southward to its junction with Castlegate Place. 

	Castlegate Square 
	
	61m 
	Carriageway, associated grass margins and footpaths but excluding planted areas not shown colored. From its junction with Castlegate Dene, northward to the end of its turning bay. 

	Castlegate Place 
	
	169m 
	Carriageway, associated grass margins and footpaths but excluding planted areas not shown colored. From its junction with Castlegate Park, eastward and southward to the end of its turning bay. 

	Castlegate Heath 
	
	67m 
	Carriageway, associated grass margins and footpaths but excluding planted areas not shown colored. From its junction with Castlegate Place southward to the end of its turning bay. 

	Castlegate Lawn 
	
	59m 
	Carriageway, associated grass margins and footpaths but excluding planted areas not shown colored. From its junction with Castlegate Park, southwestward to the end of its turning bay. 

	Castlegate Mews 
	
	53m 
	Carriageway, associated grass margins and footpaths but excluding planted areas not shown colored. From its junction with Castlegate Park, southwestward to the end of its turning bay. 

	Castlegate Court 
	
	53m 
	Carriageway, associated grass margins and footpaths but excluding planted areas not shown colored. From its junction with Castlegate Park, westward to the end of its turning bay. 


Total Length of Road for TIC: 2537m ”
It was proposed by Councillor P.  Kearns, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That the roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”


PROPOSED  DISPOSAL  OF  PROPERTIES / SITES
H7a)/0412
Proposed Disposal of Affordable Dwellings
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H7b)/0412
Disposal of Fee Simple Interest in Former Local Authority Dwellings at 143 Limekiln Green; 16 Homelawn Avenue; 3 Avonbeg Drive
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interests in the sites hereunder.  The following have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in their property.

 16 Homelawn Avenue                 John & Pauline Grogan               €40.83

 3 Avonbeg Drive                        Alice Nestor, Joanna Gillespie
    €40.82

                                                           John Maguire                           

143 Limekiln Green                       Eamon & Mary Kavanagh           €40.96

It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor D. Looney and RESOLVED:

“That, in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, South Dublin County Council dispose of the fee simple interests in the sites listed in the foregoing report.  The applicants listed in the foregoing report have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in their property.”
H7c)/0412
Revised Disposal of Land at Mayfield Park, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 for the provision of an ESB Sub-Station
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“At its meeting held on Monday 12th September 2005 the Council noted the recommendation to dispose of a plot of land comprising an area of circa 9 sq. m. in respect of the proposed development of 36 dwellings at Mayfield Park, Clondalkin, Dublin 22, to the ESB for provision of an ESB substation.

Following completion of the development a re-measurement of the area to be disposed of was carried out by the Council's Architectural Services Department.  The revised area of land to be disposed of as outlined in red on the amended attached drawing (OS Sheet No. 3261-25) comprises an area of circa 5.28 sq.m. and has been agreed by the ESB by letter dated 19th January 2011.

Accordingly, it is recommended that the Council proceed to dispose of its interest in the plot of land comprising 5.28 sq.m. as shown on drawing (OS Sheet No. 3261-25) to the ESB in order to facilitate the supply of electricity to the overall completed development subject to the following conditions:-

1.  That this plot of land be transferred freehold and free of charge to ESB for the provision of an electricity sub-station in accordance with the terms and conditions of the agreement for the supply of  electricity to the development at Mayfield.

2. That the ESB will contribute €572.00 towards the cost of the Council's legal fees, VAT and reasonable outlay in relation to the disposal.

3. That the normal condition of a disposal of this nature will apply.

I recommend that this disposal be proceeded with subject to the aforementioned conditions.

Philomena Poole”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and RESOLVED:
“That the Council proceeds to dispose of its interest in the plot of land comprising 5.28 sq.m. as shown on drawing (OS Sheet No. 3261-25) to the ESB in order to facilitate the supply of electricity to the overall completed development subject to the conditions outlined in the foregoing report.”

H7d)/0412
Proposed disposal of land at Old Court Mill, Tallaght, Dublin 24 for the provision of an ESB Sub-Station

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The Council acquired 40 no. dwellings from Ellier Developments under Part V Agreement at Old Court Mill, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

In order to facilitate the supply of electricity to the development, it was necessary to install an ESB Sub-Station at the site. Ellier Developments omitted to dispose of the land for the Sub-Station to the ESB prior to the land passing into the ownership of South Dublin County Council.

The location of the Sub-Station has been agreed with the County Architect and access to the Sub-station site will be via the existing public road network.

The area of land to be disposed of is as outlined in red on attached drawing (OS Sheet No. 3453-03) comprising an area of circa 12.16 sq. m.

It is recommended that the Council dispose of its interest in the plot of land comprising 12.16 sq. m. of thereabouts as shown on OS drawing no. 3452-03, at Old Court Mill, subject to the following conditions:-

1. That this plot of land be transferred freehold and free of charge to ESB for the provision of an electricity sub-station in accordance with the terms and conditions of the agreement for the supply of electricity to the development at Old Court Mill. 

2. That the ESB will contribute €750.00 towards the cost of the Councils legal fees, VAT and reasonably outlay in relation to the disposal. 

3. That the normal condition for a disposal of this nature will apply.

The land is registered within Folio No. DN1036F to South Dublin County Council.

Subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, as amended, and in accordance with Section 211 of the planning and Development Act, 2000, I recommend that this disposal proceed.

P. Poole
______________
County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and RESOLVED:

“That, subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, as amended, and in accordance with Section 211 of the planning and Development Act, 2000, the Council dispose of its interest in the plot of land comprising 12.16 sq. m. of thereabouts as shown on OS drawing no. 3452-03, at Old Court Mill, subject to the conditions outlined in the foregoing report.”
H7e)/0412
Proposed disposal of plot of land adjacent to 14 Castle Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to Ms Rosemary Boyle and Mr. Barry Kavanagh
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The owners of the property at 14 Castle Park, Tallaght, Ms. Rosemary Boyle and Mr. Barry Kavanagh applied to the Council to acquire a plot of Council owned land adjacent to their property for incorporation into the existing garden.

The matter was referred to the Council’s Valuer for examination and he has recommended the following terms which he considers to be fair and reasonable and which have been accepted by the Applicants.

1. Accordingly, I now recommend that the Council dispose of the plot of land measuring 0.009 hectares or thereabouts adjacent to 14 Castle Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/70/11 to the respective house owners, Ms. Rosemary Boyle and Mr. Barry Kavanagh, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer:-

2. That the Council disposes of the subject plot for the consideration of €3,000 (three thousand euro) plus VAT (if applicable).

3. That the subject plot is shown hatched in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/70/11 having a net area of 0.009 hectares.

4. That the land is disposed of with full freehold title and vacant possession subject to Clause No. 4 hereunder.

5. That access to any services in the subject land is not impeded or any services interfered with.

6. That the Applicants shall contact the Council’s Public Lighting Section to arrange to have a survey carried out by qualified personnel to ascertain if there is any public lighting cables/equipment in the area prior to the disposal being finalised.  In the event of any public lighting equipment found, work can only proceed subject to agreement with the Public Lighting Section.  The Applicants shall be responsible for the cost of relocation/replacement/alteration/damage to public lighting equipment as deemed necessary.

7. That the Applicants hold the freehold or equivalent interest in No. 14 Castle Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

8. That the Applicants will incorporate the area into their existing garden and construct a boundary feature that is to the satisfaction of the Council.

9. That the Applicants shall pay Valuer’s fees of €250 plus VAT.

10. That the Applicant shall pay the Council’s legal fees plus VAT and outlay.

11. That the transaction is completed within 3 months of the date of the Council’s approval of the disposal. 

12. That the Council’s Law Agent shall prepare the necessary legal documents and shall include any further terms he deems appropriate in agreements of this nature 

13. That no contract enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until exchange of contracts has taken place.

The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired from Siobhán O Dea in 1964 for housing and open space purposes.”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and RESOLVED:

“That the Council dispose of the plot of land measuring 0.009 hectares or thereabouts adjacent to 14 Castle Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/70/11 to the respective houseowners, Ms Rosemary Boyle and Mr. Barry Kavanagh, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer and outlined in the foregoing report.”
H7f)/0412
Proposed disposal of plot of land adjacent to 18 Castle Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to Ms Christina Duffy and Mr. John Barrett
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The owners of the property at 18 Castle Park, Tallaght, Ms Christina Duffy and Mr. John Barrett applied to the Council to acquire a plot of Council owned land adjacent to their property for incorporation into the existing garden.

The matter has been referred to the Council’s Valuer for examination and he has recommended the following terms which he considers to be fair and reasonable and which have been accepted by the Applicants.

Accordingly, I now recommend that the Council dispose of the plot of land measuring 0.011 hectares or thereabouts adjacent to 18 Castle Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/71/11 to the respective houseowners, Ms Christina Duffy and Mr. John Barrett, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer:-

1.     That the Council shall dispose of the subject plot for the consideration of €1,500 (one thousand five hundred euro) plus VAT (if applicable).

2.     That the subject plot is shown hatched in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/71/11 having a net area of 0.011 hectares.

3.     That the land is disposed of with full freehold title and vacant possession subject to Clause No. 4 hereunder.

4.     That the Council shall retain a wayleave and right of way over area shown coloured yellow on the attached Drawing No. LA/71/11 to access services laid therein

-    A 4 inch watermain is located in the footpath adjacent to the site.  Any development within 3m of this watermain, e.g. extension or house, shall comply with SDCC     Specifications for the Laying of Water Mains and Drinking Water Supply.

-A 150mm diameterSW drain is located within the site.  This may be relocated within the site subject to all existing connections to this drain remaining and the new gradient shall not adversely affect the existing flow.

5.     That the Applicants shall contact the ESB to obtain their requirements in relation to their services within the subject plot, in particular the mini-pillar and any cables leading thereto and also requirements of UPC in relation to their services within the subject plot.

6.     That the Applicants hold the freehold or equivalent interest in No. 18 Castle Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

7.     That the Applicants will incorporate the area into the existing garden and construct a boundary feature that is to the satisfaction of the Council.

8.     That the Applicants shall contact the Council’s Public Lighting Section to arrange to have a survey carried out by qualified personnel to ascertain if there is any public lighting cables/equipment in the area prior to the disposal being finalised.  In the event of any public lighting equipment found, work can only proceed subject to agreement with the Public Lighting Section.  The Applicants shall be responsible for the cost of relocation/replacement/alteration/damage to public lighting equipment as deemed necessary.

9.     That the Applicants shall pay Valuer’s fees of €250 plus VAT.

10.    That the Applicants shall pay the Council’s legal fees plus VAT and outlay.

11.    That the transaction is completed within 3 months of the date of the Council’s approval of the disposal.

12.    That the Council’s Law Agent shall prepare the necessary legal documents and shall include any further terms he deems appropriate in agreements of this nature.

13.    That no contract enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until exchange of contracts has taken place.

The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired from Siobhán O Dea in 1964 for housing and open space purposes.” 

It was proposed by Councillor M Duff, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and RESOLVED:

“That the Council dispose of the plot of land measuring 0.011 hectares or thereabouts adjacent to 18 Castle Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/71/11 to the respective houseowners, Ms Christina Duffy and Mr. John Barrett, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer and outlined in the foregoing report.”

H7g)/0412
Proposed Disposal Of Lands Containing 10 Designated Housing Units And 1 Office/Staff Unit At Valhalla, Watery Lane, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 To Clanmil Ireland
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“South Dublin County Council at its meeting held on 12th April 2010 approved the application for a grant in the sum of €3,152,050.86 under the Capital Assistance Scheme to Clanmil Ireland for the construction of 10 no. dwelling units and 1 no. office/staff unit at Valhalla, Watery Lane, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 in accordance with the requirements of Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992.

Accordingly, the consent of the Council is sought to the disposal of 10 no. voluntary housing units and 1 no. office/staff unit at Valhalla, Watery Lane, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 to Clanmil Ireland, 69 Claddagh Park, Tom Bellew Avenue, Dundalk, Co. Louth subject to the provision of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 and in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning & Development Act 2000.

I recommend that the properties referred to in the foregoing report as outlined on the attached map be disposed of to Clanmil Ireland.”
___________________________

County Manager
It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor T. Delaney and RESOLVED:

“That South Dublin County Council dispose of 10 no. voluntary housing units and 1 no. office/staff unit at Valhalla, Watery Lane, Clondalkin, Dublin 22, as outlined on the attached map, to Clanmil Ireland, 69 Claddagh Park, Tom Bellew Avenue, Dundalk, Co. Louth subject to the provision of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 and in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning & Development Act 2000, as outlined in the foregoing report.”
H8/0412
COMMUNITY  SAFETY  FORUM  UPDATE

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The following report was presented to the Members at the Council meeting of  13th February 2012 in response to a question and a number of motions: 

The four projects referred to in the question are the:

1. North Clondalkin Community Safety Forum 

2. South West Safety Forum, 

3. Fettercairn Estate Management 

4. Killinarden Estate Management Group.

The Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government advised the Council that as part of the Government’s Comprehensive Review of Expenditure and the 2012 Estimates process, difficult decisions have had to be taken in relation to prioritising funding for core services in all programme areas.  The funding being provided to support this Department’s mainstreamed drugs projects under the Housing programme in 2012 has been reduced by 75%, i.e. from €400,000 to €100,000 (€496,000 in 2008). In respect of the four projects within South Dublin County Council the 2011 allocation was €210,000.  They advised that in this context, it is no longer possible to continue to fund the mainstreamed drugs projects within that allocation.

The Department provided pro rata funding of €52,500 for the first quarter of 2012 only as a final housing budget contribution to these projects. 

The first official correspondence on the 75% reduction was received on 13th January 2012 and officials of the Council sought an urgent meeting with the Department which was held on 19th January 2012 where the Council outlined the work of the projects and their success over the years in working with the community, Gardai, the Council and many other state agencies. The Council officials sought a reversal of the decision or alternatively a look at other budget heads to assist in retaining the projects. Contact with the Department has been ongoing since the meeting of the 19th.

The view of the Department is that Drugs Task Force monies are funded by Department of Health and funding for these groups should not be funded from the DOECLG Housing Budget. 

The funding for the four projects – Fettercairn and Killinarden Estate Management Group and North Clondalkin Safety Forum and South West Clondalkin Safety Forum – was channelled through the Council from the Department to the groups and mainly provided for wages of the four workers plus miscellaneous funding for small projects and/or administration. The four workers operate in a governance structure to a management Committee – SDCC has a representative on the Committees as do a number of other relevant state agencies and groups. 

The workers have been an asset to the local communities, the Council and all other relevant state agencies in terms of information from within the local community, organising clean ups, summer projects, events, Local Policing Fora, working on joint projects generally funded in the main by the Council as well as providing a representational role on a number of fora in the area. They are of value particularly in terms of their independent role within communities, particularly disadvantaged communities, and providing a valuable link between those communities and state agencies including the local authority. Their link specifically with the Council has been one of positive influence in tackling crime, anti social behaviour - all complex and sensitive issues - in addition to promoting the pro social behaviour agenda and providing confidence in the community in a partnership approach.

Their value and evidence-based work is especially crucial to the work and efforts of the Drugs Task Forces also and underpins pillars of the National Drugs Strategy. Drugs Task Forces have a key role under the National Drugs Strategy in responding to the drug problem in their areas and Community engagement is key to the successful implementation of the national drug strategy and to developing responses to emerging needs at a local level. 

The Department had advised that the Council should determine if the projects can be supported within the overall mainstream functions due to the close alignment of the projects with the general housing functions. They further advised that it would be a matter for all public funding bodies as part of the consultation process to identify resources to deliver on the overall objectives of the reconfigured projects beyond end of March 2012. The Council adopted its Budget for 2012 on 15th December 2011 and it is not possible to fund the four projects for the year as necessary funds are not available without effecting the works and service delivery as provided for.

Council officials have, since the meeting with the DOECLG, also met with Dodder Valley and CPLN Partnerships on 27th January 2012 and also attended a meeting with elected members and the project promoters on Monday 30th January 2012 at which the support of other relevant groups was sought and has continued dialogue with the Department officials on the matter. The Council is also aware that the Minister of State, Deputy Shortall, who has responsibility for the national drugs strategy, is currently undertaking a review of the structures that underpin the strategy at local, regional and national level. This will include how current funding structures can be improved or streamlined, particularly with local and regional drugs task forces.

In a letter dated 3rd February 2012 the Department has advised the Council that :-

"As you know, following the Government’s Comprehensive Review of Expenditure and the 2012 Estimates process, the funding to support the Department’s mainstreamed drugs projects in 2012 has been reduced by 75%, i.e. from €400,000 to €100,000.  In that context, it is not possible to continue to fund the mainstreamed drugs projects within that allocation.  You are also aware that the Department had agreed to facilitate a consultation process, in conjunction with the Council, the relevant local drugs task forces, Department of Health, HSE and other key funders, with a view to identifying alternative streams of funding to support the projects for 2012 and beyond.  Furthermore, while this consultation process is taking place, the Department also agreed to provide pro rata funding to support the projects for the first quarter of 2012 only.
I now wish to advise you that, in order to ensure that projects have sufficient time to identify alternative streams of funding and/or to undertake a reconfiguration of project tasks and priorities, the Department will provide additional pro rata funding to support the projects for the second quarter of 2012, i.e. to 30 June 2012. " 
Please note that this funding is being provided strictly on a once-off basis and on the clear understanding that it represents an extension of the transitional arrangement only, thereby providing projects with sufficient time to undertake a fully comprehensive consultation to identify future alternative funding mechanisms.  This payment represents the final housing budget contribution to the projects and no further mainstreamed funding will be provided by the Department.  As previously, outlined, it will be a matter for other public funding bodies to identify the resources to deliver on the overall objectives of the reconfigured projects beyond end June 2012."
The Council will continue to work with the Department and all other stakeholders on this issue."    

Since that meeting continuous contact has been maintained with the Department of Environment Community and Local Government and other stakeholders in seeking a solution to the matter. The funding referred to in the February report will expire on 30th June 2012. In recent correspondence to the Tallaght Drugs Task Force the Department included the following:

"The Department has also asked the Council to examine the potential for maintaining the projects within its overall housing management function; however, I understand the Council has very limited discretionary expenditure in this regard. Therefore the ongoing sustainability of these projects should be determined in the context of the reprioritisation of key services within available resources. This should include modification and/or reconfiguration of services and rationalisation of administration costs, where appropriate." 

It has since been confirmed by the Department that this refers to the services of the Drugs Task Forces.

To progress this matter, the Council has, since the February meeting, continued discussions/contact with the Department of the Environment Community and Local Government and other stakeholders including a meeting with the representatives of both local Drugs Task Forces which was held on Friday 30th March 2012.

They have indicated unfortunately that the necessary funds are not available from them due to their already allocated budgeted funds to the programmes. The Council will continue to work with the relevant stakeholders to identify the necessary finance to maintain the projects until at least the review of the structures that underpin the strategy at local, regional and national level is completed. This will include how current funding structures can be improved or streamlined, particularly with local and regional drugs task forces and it is anticipated that the report will be presented in September 2012.

Responses of the Minister for Housing and Planning by letters dated 27th March 2012 and 3rd April 2012 are included on today's agenda under Correspondence.”  

Director of Housing, Social and Community Development, Mr. B. Coman outlined to Members the Council’s endeavours in a coordinating role to bring this matter to a favourable conclusion for all stakeholders. He stated that these projects are under review by Minister Shorthall. He also stated that the review included sustaining projects into the future.  He reiterated that there was no in-house funding over and above what was already provided for at Budget 2012, and ideally he would like if other stakeholders could provide matched funding and the Council would continue its efforts to progress the matter.  Mr Coman also advised the members that while there may be some progress in funding for the remainder of 2012 the main concern should be the sustainability and funding of the projects into the future. 

Mr. Coman undertook to keep Members informed of developments at all stages.

Councillors T. Gilligan, M. Duff, B. Bonner, T. Ridge, G. O’Connell, E. Higgins, C. Brophy, E. Tuffy, P. Kearns and M. McDonagh all contributed to the discussion which followed and the main points discussed were:

· The need to keep pressure on the relevant Ministers to obtain sufficient funding to keep this project ongoing

· The progress which had been made over the last many years and the detrimental affect that withdrawal of funding would cause for many residents

· The perception that residents were being asked to fund local services through the household tax but essential services such as this one were being withdrawn
· Need for equity within the county - money was being set aside for Tallaght and it appeared that no money was being set aside for the Clondalkin area.

Councillor M. Duff stated that he had put forward a motion at the recent Labour Party conference on the matter of support for drugs programmes, which he states was very well received, and placed the blame fully with the Department.

Members acknowledged and thanked Mr. Coman for his dedication to this project and the excellent work which had taken place on it to date.  They were unanimous in agreeing that this matter was of concern across all parties and Members should be united in their efforts to secure all necessary funding. 

The report was NOTED.

H10a)/0412
UNAUDITED  ANNUAL  FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  2011 
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The following report was presented to the Members at the Organisation, Procedure & Finance Committee Meeting held on 22nd March 2012:

“Section 108 of the Local Government Act 2001 requires that as soon as practicable after the preparation of the annual financial statement, such statement shall be made available to each member of the local authority and considered at the next meeting of the authority.

A draft Annual Financial Statement for 2011 has now been prepared.

The draft (unaudited) AFS 2011 can be viewed at the following link:

http://membersnet.sdublincoco.ie/annualfinancialstatements/index.aspx?year=2011 ”  
The report was NOTED.

H10b)/0412
AUTHORISATION  OF  2011  ADDITIONAL REVENUE EXPENDITURE
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The following report was presented to the Members at the Organisation, Procedure & Finance Committee Meeting held on 22nd March 2012:

In accordance with Section 104 of the Local Government Act 2001, Council approval is required for additional revenue account expenditure in 2011.  Approval was previously granted at the February 2012 Council meeting for additional expenditure that had been advised and considered as part of the revised budget process for 2011. 

The following additional expenditure was noted during the preparation of the Annual Financial Statement for 2011 and approval for this expenditure is now required as it relates to expenditure in excess of that agreed as part of the revised budget. 

While the list below refers to additional expenditure, savings elsewhere and increased incomes (particularly grant incomes) resulted in an overall surplus for 2011 of €10,291.

The details, reasons and sources of funding for the additional expenditure for the various Services are set out below:

	
	Division and Service
	Amount of Additional Expenditure over Budget 2011

	
	
	

	A01
	Maintenance & Improvement of LA Housing
	(-295,969)

	
	
	

	A
	Division Total
	(-295,969) 


A01 Maintenance & Improvement of LA Housing

Additional expenditure was incurred arising from special works in Balgaddy and extensive flood damage to various Council properties.  This expenditure is funded from a combination of income from insurance claims and savings elsewhere in Division A. 

	B05
	Public Lighting
	(-469,329)

	B06
	Traffic Management Improvement
	(-218,641)

	B07
	Road Safety Engineering Improvement
	(-42,713)

	B11
	Agency & Recoupable Services
	(-3,363)

	
	
	

	B
	Division Total
	(-734,046) 


B05 Public Lighting

This additional expenditure relates to increased energy costs associated with the provision of public lighting.  This additional expenditure was offset by savings elsewhere within the division.

B06 Traffic Management Improvement

This additional general traffic management expenditure was off set by increased income in traffic improvement. 

B07 Road Safety Engineering Improvement

This relates to additional works were carried out on NTA Schemes the cost of which was matched by increased funding from the NTA. 

	C03
	Collection of Water and Waste Water Charges
	(-74,305)

	C07
	Agency & Recoupable Services
	(-75,083)

	
	
	

	C
	Division Total
	(-149,388) 


C03 Collection of Water and Waste Water Charges

This additional expenditure relates to staff resources reallocated to the billing and debt management function.

C07 Agency & Recoupable Services

This additional expenditure was for emergency remedial works to Glenbrook Footbridge.  The footbridge was badly damaged during severe flooding last year and due to its instability had to be closed off to pedestrians.  This additional expenditure was offset by savings elsewhere within the division.
	D12
	Agency & Recoupable Services
	(-390) 

	
	
	

	D
	Division Total
	(-390) 


	E05
	Litter Management
	(-650)

	E07
	Waste Regulations, Monitoring and Enforcement
	(-26,354) 

	
	
	

	E
	Division Total
	(-27,004) 


E07 Waste Regulations, Monitoring and Enforcement

This principally relates to an increase in the bad debt provision for historic waste enforcement income and fees.  The amount provided was increased at year end following additional analysis of historic debt dating from 2004-2010.

	F06
	Agency & Recoupable Services
	(-116)

	
	
	

	F
	Division Total
	(-116) 

	
	
	

	H03
	Administration of Rates
	(-811,293) 

	H04
	Franchise Costs
	(-11,995) 

	H05
	Operation of Morgue and Coroner Expenses
	(-28.038)

	
	
	

	H
	Division Total
	(-851,326)


H03 Administration of Rates

Additional expenditure was incurred arising from applications from ratepayers for a vacancy refund of commercial rates due to non-occupancy of their properties in 2011.  This expenditure is funded from a combination of savings elsewhere throughout the divisions and some additional incomes. 

H04 Franchise Costs

Additional expenditure was due to the reallocation of staff from Higher Education Grants to the Register of Electors.

H05 Operation of Morgue and Coroner Expenses

Historical invoices, which were issued due to the retirement of the coroner in Dun Laoghaire Rathdown and duties being transferred to DCC Coroner.”
Councillor E. Coburn queried the differential on public lighting for roads in the sum of €469,000, made comparison to previous years’ expenditure and requested clarification in relation to the knock-on of this on 2012 expenditure. 
Councillor W. Lavelle and Councillor E. Walsh queried detail of the Council’s proactive approach to reducing running costs by using such initiatives as dimming technology, LED usage etc.
Ms T. Walsh, Director of Development, Roads and Water Services, responded to the Members’ queries and highlighted the issues in relation to budgeting for approximately 30,000 lighting columns with usage of 11.5 million units per annum.  The main reason for the cost fluctuation was due an increase in the per unit charge of energy which came into effect from July 2011. The current energy tender is due to expire and the Council will be retendering for the service in an effort to achieve efficiencies.    

Ms Walsh confirmed that the Council has some dimming technologies in place but the cost of replacing columns to comply to a particular standard to install the technology was proving prohibitive.  However, all columns being replaced due to normal wear and tear would be made suitable.  Ms Walsh also confirmed that the Council does not at the moment use LED,  but would produce a technical report on a LED Pilot Scheme to Members in the future.
Ms C. Henehan, Head of Finance, responded to Members queries in relation to the costs, variances and expenditure in the 2011 Budget and undertook to provide Councillor Coburn with a full explanation in relation to her queries.
The County Manager, Ms P. Poole advised Members that action is being taken nationally in relation to reducing energy costs for Local Authorities
It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy and RESOLVED:

“That, in accordance with Section 104 of the Local Government Act 2001, this Council approves additional revenue account expenditure in 2011 as outlined in the foregoing report.” 
 H11/0412
FILLING  OF  NON-ELECTED  MEMBER  VACANCY  ON  SPCs
i)    Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education & Libraries SPC

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The following report was presented to the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Meeting on 22nd March 2012:

“The South Dublin Community Platform has notified that Ms Lyuba Moore has been nominated by them at the recent AGM of South Dublin Community Platform to replace Ms Anne Fitzpatrick as their representative on the ACGE&L SPC.

It is now before the members of this Committee to recommend the nomination of Ms Lyuba Moore to fill the position as non-elected member on the ACGE&L SPC."   It was agreed at that meeting to recommend formal approval to the nomination of Ms Lyuba Moore to the Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education & Libraries SPC and this is now before the Members for approval.”

It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor D. Looney and RESOLVED:

“That this Council APPROVES  the appointment of Ms Lyuba Moore to the Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education & Libraries SPC, to replace Ms Anne Fitzpatrick.”

ii)   Environment SPC
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The following report was presented to the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Meeting on 22nd March 2012:

"The South Dublin Community Platform has notified that Ms Mary Keegan has been nominated by them at the recent AGM of South Dublin Community Platform to replace Ms Mary C. Wallace as their representative on the Environment SPC.

It is now before the members of this Committee to recommend the nomination of Ms Mary Keegan to fill the position as non-elected member on the Environment SPC.

It was agreed at that meeting to recommend formal approval to the nomination of Ms Mary Keegan to the Environment SPC and this is now before the Members for approval.”

It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and RESOLVED:

“That this Council APPROVES the appointment of Ms Mary Keegan to the Environment SPC, to replace Ms Mary Clare Wallace.”
H12/0402
SDCC  REPRESENTATION  ON  BOARD  OF  DODDER  VALLEY  PARTNERSHIP
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The following report was presented to the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Meeting on 22nd March 2012:

"Correspondence has recently been received from Dodder Valley Partnership outlining that the term of the current Directors of the Board, including SDCC representatives is due to expire on 21st March 2012.

SDCC has rights to 4 places on the board and they are currently filled as follows:

· Cllr Mick Duff 

· Cllr Pamela Kearns 

· Cllr Eamon Walsh 

· VACANT (Cllr Colm Brophy)

It is now before the committee to make recommendation on renominations / nomination in respect of these four positions.   In considering the nominations regard should be given to previous correspondence from DVP which requested that the Council consider nominating Councillors from the Tallaght Central, Tallaght South & Rathfarnham (formerly Terenure / Rathfarnham) areas to the Partnership."  

During the OP&F meeting Councillor E Walsh tendered his resignation and it was proposed by  Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy and RESOLVED:
“That Councillor P. Cosgrave be nominated to fill the vacancy created by Councillor Brophy's resignation, and that Councillors M. Duff and P. Kearns be re-nominated to fill two of the three other positions on the Board of the Dodder Valley Partnership for the upcoming term of office, with the last position to be filled at a subsequent meeting.”

This matter is now before the Council for final approval.”
It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn and RESOLVED:

“That this Council APPROVES the appointment of Councillor P. Cosgrave to fill the vacancy created by Councillor C. Brophy's resignation, and that Councillors M. Duff and P. Kearns be re-appointed to fill two of the three other positions on the Board of the Dodder Valley Partnership for the upcoming term of office, with the last position to be filled at a subsequent meeting.”

H13/0412 
AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  DRAFT  FORTUNESTOWN  LOCAL AREA PLAN (LAP)
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The current stage of the Amendments to the Draft Fortunestown LAP is as follows

a) the amendments were on display from the 10th January to the 6th February 2012

b) a series of submissions on the amendments have been lodged, see below

c) The Manager’s Report on the submissions was circulated to the Elected Members 
on the 5th March 2012. The Manager’s Report contains a number of 
recommendations in relation to the submissions. 

d) A Briefing Meeting in relation to the Manger’s Report was held for the Tallaght 
Elected Members on Friday the 23rd March 2012.

e) The Manager’s Report was presented to both the Clondalkin and the Tallaght Area 
Committee Meetings held on the 16th March and 26th March 2012 respectively. The 
report was noted by both Area Committee Meetings.

Submissions

A total of 18 written submissions were received during the statutory consultation period and these can be broken down as follows: Prescribed bodies 8, landowners 5, residents/residents associations 4 and 1 from a T.D.

The principal concerns of the submissions are as follows;

· The delivery of the District Park (Carrigmore Park)

· Nature of Biodiversity/ Riparian Strips

· Culverting or diversion of streams

· Dwelling Mix and Floorspace

· Floodrisk


Note: See Manager’s Report for a full list of those who made submissions, the concerns raised in the submissions and the County Manager’s response. It should also be noted that the Manager’s Report also includes the Report on the Environmental Aspects of submissions received on the Proposed Material Alterations to the Draft Fortunestown Local Area Plan and the Appropriate Assessment Screening Report on submissions under Proposed Material Alterations to Draft Fortunestown Local Area Plan.

Manager’s Recommendations

The substantive amendments now recommended as a response to the submissions and further to the discussions with the Area Members on the 23rd March 2012 are as follows;

Amend the Proposed Material Alteration by reinserting the requirement to complete a fully operation District Park to the rear (south-west) of Citywest Shopping Centre with outdoor play and recreational facilities as part of Phase One in Table 8.2 under Alteration Ref. No. PA44.

Omit flood risk mapping from Figure 4.4. (Alteration Ref. No. PA02). Amend text under Section 4.9 to refer to availability of flood risk information in the appendices of the Fortunestown Local Area Plan and state that such information should be used to identify sites for detailed site-specific Flood Risk Assessment and appropriate responses at planning application stage in accordance with ‘The Planning System and Flood Risk Management Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2009). Insert flood risk information into appendices. 

Include additional text under Alteration Ref. No. PA01 (Section 4.9) to note that serious flooding reportedly occurred in October 2011 at the northern end of the Boherboy lands, Carrigmore Avenue, Carrigmore Green, Citywest Golf Course, Fortunestown Lane (near Saggart Luas stop) and Garter Lane. 

Ensure that a minimum of 85% of all dwellings be provided as own door houses on their own site and that the remaining (text in italics to be removed) a maximum of 15% of all dwellings across the Plan Lands be provided as apartments/duplexes with such dwellings limited to appropriate areas or particular locations such as Luas stops and landmark junctions and sensitively designed to contribute to the broader aesthetics of the area including the nearby Mountains. The minimum average floor area of all developments throughout the Plan Lands shall be 110 sq. metres. 

Next Stage

The Members of the Authority shall consider the proposed material alteration of the draft Local Area Plan and the report of the Manager.

When performing their functions under this subsection, the Members of the Planning Authority shall be restricted to considering the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, the statutory obligations of the Local Authority in the area and any relevant policies or objectives for the time being of the Government or of any Minister of the Government.

Following consideration of the Manager’s Report, the Local Area Plan shall be made or amended as appropriate by the Planning Authority by resolution with all, some or none of the material alterations.
Following consideration by the Elected Members of the Manager’s Report today (the 16th April 2012 and being within 6 weeks of receiving the Report), the Fortunestown Local Area Plan shall come into force four weeks later, i.e. 14th May 2012.”
Managers Report on Submissions under proposed Material Alterations to Draft Fortunestown LAP
Report on the Environmental Aspects of Submissions Received on the Proposed Material Alterations to the Draft Fortunestown Local Area Plan
Appropriate Assessment Screening Report on Submissions under Proposed Material Alterations to Draft Fortunestown LAP
The report was NOTED.


Director of Land Use, Economic and Transport Planning, Mr. F. Nevin highlighted the three primary issues which presented during the statutory consultation period on the amendments to the Draft Local Area Plan as follows:

· The delivery of the District Park (Carrigmore Park)

· Dwelling Mix, Density and Floorspace

· Floodrisk


He advised that these issues have been addressed in the Manager’s report and outlined the Manager’s recommendation in response to the submissions received. 

Councillor B. Lawlor, Councillor J. Hannon and Councillor M. Duff all voiced their concern regarding delivery of the Park and the importance of this element of the Plan to the community.  They thanked the Manager for his co-operation and supply of information throughout the entire LAP process.  They requested the Manager bring a report to the ACM on progress on this matter. 

The manager undertook to bring a progress report in relation to the District Park delivery to the ACM.
Following consideration of the Manager’s Report, the Members RESOLVED on the proposition of Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor M. Duff:

“That the Fortunestown Local Area Plan be made with all of the material alterations as outlined in the foregoing report and being within 6 weeks of receiving the Report, the Fortunestown Local Area Plan shall come into force on 14th May 2012.”
CORRESPONDENCE 


Ministerial
Co1/0412  (i)
Letter dated 8th March 2012, from Minister for Transport acknowledging SDCC's motion (M3/0212) and referring correspondence to NTA;

 (ii)
Letter, dated 9th March 2012, from National Transport Authority regarding motion to reverse increase in bus fares;

 (iii)
Supporting documentation from NTA in relation to consideration of application for increases in fares from Dublin Bus, Bus Eireann, Irish Rail, RPA (Luas).

Co2/0412 (i)  
Letter, dated 27th March 2012, from Minister for Housing regarding Question 


in relation to cuts in funding to Community Safety Fora (Q3/0212);
 (ii)
Letter, dated 3rd April 2012, from Minister for Housing regarding Motions in relation to cuts in funding to Community Safety Fora  (M1/6/9/13/0212).
Other
Co3/0412
Letter dated 5th March 2012, from South Tipperary County Council regarding Under-Age Drinking and Abuse of Alcohol.
Co4/0412
Letter dated 22nd March 2012, from North Tipperary County Council to Minister for Justice calling for a National Programme of Restorative Justice.
The above letters were NOTED.

MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

M1/0412
MAYOR’S BUSINESS - CUTS TO CHEEVERSTOWN HOUSE ALLOWANCES
Submitted by Councillors Jones and Bond
It was proposed by Councillor C. Bond, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns:

“That this Council Condemns the Cuts in allowances to Adults with Special Needs who are participating in employment services at Cheeverstown.  Council calls upon management at Cheeverstown to reverse the cuts, Council also Calls upon the Minister for Health to intervene in the matter.”

REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the members' sentiments will be conveyed to the management at Cheeverstown and the Minister for Health.”
Councillor C. Bond outlined the unacceptable short notice sent to families informing them that this allowance was being cut in half, and is to be abolished by April 2013.  He stated that the savings being achieved were minimal in comparison to the difference this allowance made to peoples lives.  Councillor Bond stated that he did not wish to specifically criticize or embarrass Cheeverstown, who he said give dignity to persons’ lives, but felt that an appropriate letter should be sent to the management of Cheeverstown and the HSE calling on the Minister for Health to give assistance in order that these payments can be maintained.

Councillor M. Duff, Councillor P. Kearns and Councillor E. Walsh fully supported the Motion. 
The motion was PASSED.
M2/0412
WESTON

It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor E. Higgins: 

“That this Council calls on the Manager to actively engage with Kildare County Council, NAMA and the relevant government departments to examine if lands at Weston Airport can be acquired into public ownership; noting that it would be grossly unjust for a private party to gain ownership of this land for a price which represents only a small fraction of the costs incurred by the taxpayer in significantly writing-down the value of loans held against this land.”

REPORT:
“South Dublin County Council does not have resources available to enter into negotiations for significant land acquisition at this time. The lands in question are zoned Green Belt. However, should the Motion be passed the agencies referred to in the Motion will be written to in order to further investigate the availability of resources and potential usage should the lands be brought into public ownership.”
Councillor W. Lavelle made reference to what he considered to be a sizeable bank of land for which the taxpayer has incurred a massive write-down and suggested that it was imperative that the Council engage with Kildare County Council, NAMA and all other relevant Government Departments to ensure that this asset remained in Council ownership.

The Motion was AGREED.
M3/0412
FREE WI -FI 
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns: 

“That this Council supports the roll-out of publicly-accessible, free Wi-fi broadband to more Council-run facilities in the SDCC area, including, but not limited to, parks and community facilities.”

REPORT: 

“South Dublin County Council has been involved in the setup of Wi-Fi facilities at the following locations:-

All SDCC Libraries:-
· County Library 

· Castletymon Library 

· Whitechurch Library 

· Ballyroan Library – under reconstruction 

· Lucan Library 

· Clondalkin Library 

· Stewarts Hospital Library & Coach House – 2 WAPs

Community Centres:-
· Brookfield Youth & Community Centre 

· Rowlagh Community Centre (under construction)

Other:- 

· South Dublin County Council HQ Building – various locations 

· Big Picture Building in Tallaght 

· Clondalkin Civic Offices 

· Civic Theatre 

· Rua Red Arts Centre 

· Tallaght Stadium 

· Grange Castle Golf Club 

· Corkagh Park

Public Wi-Fi facilities are available at all of the above locations, free of charge to public users.

Heaviest usage of the service by the public is at SDCC libraries, where in excess of 27,000 Wi-Fi sessions were recorded during 2011.

The Information Technology Department, in conjunction with other Directorates continues to examine the feasibility of rollout to more locations and South Dublin County Council will continue to support the roll-out of free public Wi-Fi to our facilities. 

With direct reference in the Motion to Wi-Fi facilities in parks and community facilities, it should be noted that these have been referred to in the listing above and that the list is not limited to parks and community facilities.” 

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Councillor D. Looney stated that this was a similar motion to one he tabled at the Tallaght ACM and thanked Members for support. He re-iterated that he was seeking the roll-out of publicly available facility especially in parks and eventually extended to all community facilities.  

The motion was supported by Councillor J. Lahart and Councillor P. Cosgrave.
The Motion was AGREED.
At this point in the meeting The Mayor, Councillor Catriona Jones took over Chair.
M4/0412
It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:
“That this Council agrees that the national flag ought to fly on all municipal buildings of significance in the county”

REPORT:
“The Department of the Taoiseach has issued guidelines in giving due respect to the national flag. Observance of the guidelines is a matter for each individual as there are no statutory requirements but it it is expected that the national flag will be treated at all times with appropriate respect by all who use it.

It is the normal practice to fly the national flag daily at all military posts and from a limited number of important State buildings.  However in consideration of whether the national flag ought to fly on municipal buildings in the county a number of key issues must be considered, including the fact that it should be displayed in the open only between sunrise and sunset (except on the occasion of public meetings, processions, or funerals, when it may be displayed for the duration of such functions).  There are also strict guidelines in relation to the raising and / or lowering of the national flag e.g. that it should not be allowed to touch the ground.

In consideration of all of the above and the limited resources available to the Council it would not be possible to guarantee that, should the Council agree that the national flag fly on all municipal buildings within the county, the Council could meet the requirements to ensure that the national flag would be treated with the appropriate respect which is required and which the Council would wish to have observed.

Notwithstanding the above the Council will be more proactive in the level of occasions on which the flag could fly from municipal buildings.” 

Councillor J. Lahart, while acknowledging the department guidelines in relation to protocol when flying the national flag, suggested that if it were possible to fly the flag on municipal buildings of significance (not all municipal) it would go some way to meeting with the wishes of the Members.  He suggested that the flag be flown at County Hall at least when Council meetings are being held once a month.   
Councillor P. Cosgrave while supporting the sentiments of the Motion, stated that he understood the Council’s concerns in relation to the resources which would be required to ensure that the Council flew the flag with due respect and within the guidelines.
Councillor E. Walsh supported the Motion but did not accept that staff restrictions would have any great bearing on the proposal.  He stated that the spirit of the Motion was to unify rather than divide, and thought that it should be extended to all major buildings in the County.
Councillor E. Tuffy, Councillor B. Bonner and Councillor C. Brophy all supported the Motion and felt that it could be done on a trial basis at least, with Councillor Brophy suggesting that the flag be flown as much as possible during the summer when Ireland would be represented at the European football final.

Director of Corporate Services, Human Resources & Libraries, Mr. P. Murphy noted all the contributions and stated that Management would be happy to support the Motion insofar as resources allowed, and re-iterated that the Council will be more pro-active in the level of occasions on which the flag could fly from municipal buildings, commencing with flying the flag on days of Council meetings would be a significant start.

The Manager’s report was NOTED and it was agreed to fly the flag at County Hall on Council meeting days. 

M5/0412
DRY RECYCLABLE WASTE 
It was proposed by Councillor E. Higgins, seconded by Councillor Brophy:
“That the Manager provide a detailed report on the possibility of facilitating a monthly dry recyclable waste collection in each local electoral area. This service would provide local residents with the opportunity to drop off recyclables for free and this waste could be recycled in the Ballymount facility. This service would be accessible to those who cannot travel to Ballymount regularly and those who are not currently availing of curb-side collection services provided by private companies and would be in line with Government policy on the issue.”

REPORT:
“Government Waste Policy sets out to achieve the landfill and recycling targets primarily by separation at source through a 3 bin door to door collection service – black, brown and green bins. The Policy relies on the belief that this system is most effective when it is part of an integrated service.

The onus on local authorities is to plan for waste services and infrastructure that deals with other wastes that arise and that are not catered for in the door to door collection. Civic Amenity/ Bring bank facilities are provided for this purpose.  At these facilities residual, organic and dry recyclable wastes are accepted on a small scale so that people can chose to deal with their waste directly.

The Minister has recently announced that a New Waste Policy will shortly go to Cabinet.  It is expected that the integrated 3 bin service offered will remain a key objective of national policy. The Council’s approach is therefore consistent with Government Policy as it stands.

Under Government Policy, all householders are required to arrange for the proper disposal of their household waste. The options available are either to arrange this through a properly licensed Waste Collection service provider or to dispose of the waste directly through facilities provided by the public or private sectors.

All refuse collection service providers are obliged to provide a separate kerbside collection for dry recyclables to householders under the Council's Waste Management Plan and Bye-laws for the Storage Presentation and Collection of Household Waste 2007. South Dublin ranks extremely high in the levels of take up for this collection service option with the benefit to households being that it allows customers of waste collectors to minimise their costs by maximising their recycling.

Any householder choosing to dispose of waste directly can do so through the broad network of bring bank and civic amenities provided throughout the region by Local Authorities and the private sector. In South Dublin, the Council provides a facility for the disposal of residual, dry recycling and other wastes at the Civic Amenity in Ballymount. All of the facilities that householders require for direct disposal of their waste are provided at the facility. Such a facility is a costly operation and requires Licensing from the Environmental Protection Agency. The Council's Waste Management Plan has identified the establishment of another Civic Amenity facility within the county though economic circumstances are prohibitive at this time.

The Council's experience of providing mobile collections in the past (for junk, hazardous waste, W.E.E.E. etc) indicate that any such service is unsustainable on cost and environmental grounds. In addition, the regulatory requirement for licensing at locations, practices etc is prohibitive. This is borne out by research into the experience of other Councils that have tried to operate services similar to the one proposed in the motion. These services were offered to residents who lived significant distances from the bring facility networks and proved unsuccessful. The services are currently being phased out.

Information on recycling and waste disposal options is available at the Council's website and dublinwaste.ie. An information sheet was recently circulated to all households in the county that give information on managing household waste.”
Councillor E. Higgins accepted the Manager’s report which was NOTED.
M6/0412
SOCIAL CREDIT SCHEME

It was proposed by Councillor B. Bonner, seconded by Councillor T. Delaney:
“That this Council fully endorses and supports the Council’s Social Credit Scheme which rewards community groups who improve their environment by carrying out pro-environmental actions, and asks that the Manager outline her proposals to ensure that sufficient resources are in place to ensure that the scheme can continue to bring benefits to our communities particularly in light of the proactive approach being taken at local level in environmental initiates such as Tidy Towns etc.”
REPORT: 
“The Social Credits Scheme (SCS) was established by South Dublin County Council to promote and generate social capital within the County. The SCS rewards Community groups, Youth groups, Resident associations and Schools who improve their environment by cleaning up, planting and maintaining areas and encourages them to continue taking positive sustainable actions within their community. The programme aspires to motivate, assist and reward groups, who may not be involved in the enhancement of local area, to get involved and to take ownership of the County. 

The SCS is promoted throughout the County by frontline staff, through Council and Community facilities and on the website and social media. Information on the SCS has been circulated to community groups throughout the County and groups can apply online at www.socialcredits.ie where photos, FAQ’s and testimonials from previous applicants may be viewed. 

During 2011, 84 applications were received of which 51 groups were successful in receiving rewards for their efforts. To date in 2012, there have been 65 applications of which 45 groups have received rewards. A total of 110 rewards have been issued and include the following:

	Removal of collected litter & cleanup materials
	73

	Top soil 
	7

	Planting of trees 
	4

	Tickets to see Shamrock Rovers FC 
	3

	Civic Theatre Tickets  
	2

	Shrubs
	2

	Paint for graffiti removal
	2

	Tour of Pet Farm, Corkagh Park
	2

	Dog Fouling bags
	2

	Pool party, Clondalkin Leisure Centre 
	2

	Repair of road ramps 
	1

	Pruning of trees
	1

	Grass cutting
	1

	Literature from Environmental Awareness
	1

	WEEE collection
	1

	Setting up of a Film Club 
	1

	Painting of road bollards & kerbs   
	1

	Grass seed
	1

	Community garden planning 
	1

	Estate road sign
	1

	Assistance from Estate Management
	1


Since January 2012, a number of ongoing initiatives have been brought under the SCS such as: 

Community Cleanups
National Spring Clean
Tidy Towns support
Beautiful South Dublin County awards

As a result of a joint study on Carbon/Social Credits - Developing Sustainable communities in the Dublin Region commissioned by the Dublin Regional Authority a further development of the Social Credits System was launched in Adamstown Community School, the Lucan Adamstown Time Bank. Five Educate Together schools in the Lucan Adamstown area have come together to form the Lucan Adamstown Time Bank. This is the first step in establishing a community wide Time Bank. Time banking is a means of exchange where time is the currency. Members of the Time Bank can earn credits by volunteering, sharing their skills and giving their time. For every hour members ‘deposit’ in a time bank, they gain a time credit which they can spend at a time bank event. Everyone’s time is equal.. Time banks are just systems of exchange and can be used in many ways. 

Tidy Towns - Over a hundred people attended the Tidy Towns Public Meeting held in Tallaght Stadium on Thursday 16th February.  As a result of enquiries received since the event, a local Tidy Towns meeting was held in Clondalkin on 6th March and in the Griffeen Valley Educate Together school, Lucan, on Wednesday 7th March. The Clondalkin Tidy Towns group was formed following the meeting in the Civic Offices and they are now playing an active role in the community clean ups and plan to enter the Tidy Towns competition. The Council has provided clean up materials to the group under the Social Credits system. The Council will continue to liaise with the group to identify supports required and prioritise actions if possible. 

In addition local Tidy Towns meetings have been organised for 

· Rathcoole        Tuesday 17th April @ 7.30 -9.00pm - Rathcoole Community Centre 

· Palmerston      Wednesday 18th April @ 7.30-9.00pm - Parish Centre, Palmerston 

· Brittas             Thursday 19th April @ 7.30-9.30pm - Brittas Community Centre.

There is a wide range of supports available from the different Council departments at local level. In many cases this support is not recorded and at the moment is not quantifiable on an all Council basis. 

One of the benefits of the Social Credit System is that it gives the Council a facility through which to channel these supports thereby giving the community a single point of contact and the Council a comprehensive record of all supports given and accessed. This then allows the Council to ensure that there are sufficient resources available and that they are distributed appropriately to communities.  

The Social Credit System allows us to streamline the way the Council supports communities to achieve a greater value for the deployment of resources for both the Council and communities. This is critical in a time of diminishing resources. 

It is important to note that the Social Credit System does not carry a pool of resources but acts as a portal through which communities can access Council services and facilities. Most significantly the services accessed directly meet the needs of communities.”
Councillor B. Bonner congratulated Ms M. Ni Dhomhnaill and the rest of the Environmental Services team involved in the Scheme.  She was aware of the demands which were placed on them and also stressed her concern that littering would once again become a major problem with the removal of the refuse waiver scheme.

Councillor J. Lahart supported the Motion and the Scheme and asked the Manager if it were possible to ring-fence money for this Scheme.  He also stressed the need for vital co-operation between the Council and residents.

Mr. J. Quinlivan re-iterated the main details of the report and highlighted that the Social Credit System allows a mechanism to streamline the way the Council supports communities and to achieve a greater value for the deployment of resources for both the Council and communities.  He cited Clondalkin Tidy Towns as an example to all other groups in the county and stated that further public meetings were to take place in other areas and encouraged Members to attend meetings and support the work being done.
Mr. Quinlivan re-iterated that the Social Credit System does not carry a pool of resources but acts as a portal through which communities can access Council services and facilities.
The report was NOTED.
M7/0412
GARDA POSITIONS
As Councillor M. Devine was not in the Chamber the following motion FELL in accordance with Standing Order 20:

“That this Council expresses its dismay at the lack of filling two fundamental Garda positions of Inspector & Chief Inspector and convey to the Commissioner that this situation is insupportable.”

M8/0412
ASSET MANAGEMENT PLAN 

It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor D. Looney:

“Given the emphasis given to Tourism in the National Recovery Plan and following on the very positive recent presentation by South Dublin Tourism, that this Council now proceed to formulate an Asset Management Plan to sustain, promote and actively manage sensitive landscapes and habitats, walking routes and linkages between the urban, rural and mountain areas as proposed in the 2010 – 2016 County Development Plan at 1.3.36.xiii.”
REPORT:
“Plans such as the County Green Routes Network and the County Heritage Plan supplemented by the proposed County Biodiversity Plan are necessary to fulfil this objective.  The objective that supports Policy LHA15 of the County Development Plan in relation to the requirement for a County Biodiversity Plan states that "the Council shall formulate a green network plan, or as part of the Biodiversity Plan indicating linkages between open space, sensitive habitats, river systems which shall incorporate walking routes and greenways".  

It is part of the Planning Department and County Heritage Officer's work programme for 2012 to initiate the County Biodiversity Plan process by presenting the project to the relevant SPCs and Council prior to commencing Public Consultation.  A Biodiversity Forum, similar to the Heritage Forum, will be drawn together to assist in collating public submissions and prioritise biodiversity actions.  Green network infrastructure has already been incorporated into more recent Local Area Plans, such as the Fortunestown Local Area Plan.

The output of the Biodiversity Plan process is necessary for and will be available to direct the elements of a County Asset Management Plan that relate to sensitive landscapes and habitats, walking routes and linkages between the urban, rural and mountain areas.”
Councillor G. O’Connell thanked the Manager and appreciated work carried out on Green Routes, and looked forward to the Bio-Diversity Plan being brought to the SPC and hoped for good involvement from the public.  He requested a timeframe from the Manager and regular updates during the process.   He also referred to the Liffey Valley Management Plan which had lapsed and thought this might be an opportunity to revisit the matter.

Director of Land Use, Economic and Transport Planning, Mr. F. Nevin  confirmed that the May Economic Development (including Planning) SPC would be the forum for presentation of the Bio-Diversity Plan.  The process will be the same as that taken for the Heritage Plan (including time for public consultation) and it was hoped that the plan would be formally adopted by the end of the year.

The Report was NOTED.
M9/0412
OPERATIONS CREW

At the request of Councillor W. Lavelle, the following motion was ADJOURNED WITHOUT DISCUSSION for re-entry to the next meeting:
“That this council requests a review of the workings of the Operation Crews with a view to implementing more effective and more frequent cleansing of prioritised litter black-spots.”
M10/0412
GARDA POSITIONS
It was proposed by Councillor E. Walsh, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:
“Iarann Comhairleoirí na Comhairle seo ar an Aire Dlí, Cirt agus Cosanta, Alan Shatter TD, Ard-Cheannfort agus Ceannfort a cheapadh sa Reigiún Cathrach Bhaile Átha Cliath agus i dTamhlacht láithreach.

The Members of this Council request the Minister of Justice and Defence, Alan Shatter TD, to appoint immediately a Chief Superintendent and Superintendent in the Dublin Metropolitan Area and in Tallaght.”
REPORT:
“Má glactar leis an rún seo, cuirfear tuairimaí na baill ar aghaidh ag an Aire Roinn Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais, Alan Shatter TD.

If the motion is passed the members' sentiments will be conveyed to the Minister of Justice and Defence Alan Shatter TD.”
Councillor E. Walsh commented that although there was a drop in statistics on crime in general burglaries were on the increase.  He commended the work of the retiring Gardaí and called for successors to be appointed immediately.

The motion was AGREED.
M11/0412
SPORTS CLUBS
It was proposed by Councillor E. Higgins, seconded by Councillor Lawlor: 

“That the Manager provide a report on sports clubs in the county in need of development, which could be considered under the long-awaited re-opening of the Sports Capital Grant. Can the report include details on what assistance the Council can provide to groups seeking to apply for funding under this scheme”.

REPORT:
“The Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport announced on 28th March 2012 that it would accept applications under the Sports Capital Grants Scheme from voluntary and community organisations, national governing bodies (NGOs) of sport, local authorities, V.E.C.s and schools.

The Department has set two distinct deadlines for receipt of applications: the deadline for paper-based applications is 5.00p.m. on Friday 11th May 2012, while the deadline for online applications and those made in the Irish language is 5.00p.m. on Friday 1st June 2012.

The Council is arranging to host a forum for all the eligible and interested groups through the SDCC Sports Partnership. The purpose of this forum, which will be held in Tallaght Stadium within the next 10days (exact date yet to be finalised),  will be to disseminate as much information to the clubs about the Sports Capital Grants Scheme as possible, and to highlight the type of documentation needed, as well as outlining what will and won't qualify for a grant, as set out in the Department's guidelines and qualifying criteria.

South Dublin County Council will use all its customary communication channels to publicise details of the forum, including direct contact with clubs and associations already registered with us, our website www.sdcc.ie, twitter, facebook etc.

It is proposed to do this by presenting the information in the form of a powerpoint presentation and then following up with a question and answer session. It is also intended to supply each attendee with either a soft or a hard copy of the presentation.

The appropriate Council staff will be present at the forum to answer queries and to help the various clubs and organisations to understand what is involved in making an application under the new grants scheme.”  

    
The report was NOTED.
M12/0412
ILLEGAL DUMPING
It was proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan, seconded by Councillor E. Walsh:
“That this council condemns the illegal dumping of Greyhound Waste literature in South Dublin County. Will the manager impose the full rigors of the law on the perpetrators?”

REPORT:
“In this case, as with all illegal dumping, enforcement action will be taken where evidence is available to support such action.”
Councillor J. Lahart and Councillor T. Gilligan queried why Greyhound R & R had not been prosecuted as dumping evidence in relation to approximately 1,000 flyers had been found. Councillor Gilligan rejected the suggestion that the matter was ongoing as this matter had been brought to the attention of the Council a month previously.

Director of Environmental Services Mr. J. Quinlivan assured the Members that the case was being investigated and that if sufficient evidence was available a prosecution would be forthcoming.

The Motion was AGREED.
The Meeting concluded at 6.00 p.m.
Signed:_________________________  
Date:___________________________
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