COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 13th February 2012


	PRESENT 

	Councillors
	 Councillors

	Bond, C.
	Kearns, P.

	Bonner, B.
	Kenny, G.

	Brophy, C.
	King, C.

	Coburn, E.
	Lahart, J.

	Corr, M.
	Lavelle, W.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lawlor, B.

	Delaney, T.
	Looney, D.

	Dermody, AM.
	McDonagh, M.

	Devine, M.
	O’Connell, G.

	Gilligan, T.
	Ridge, T.

	Hannon, J.
	Tuffy, E.

	Higgins, E.
	Walsh, E.

	Jones, C.
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan

	 Deputy  County Manager
	P. Poole

	Directors / Heads of Function


	T. Walsh, B. Coman, C. Henehan,

F. Nevin, P. Murphy, J. Quinlivan

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Maguire, Y. Dervan,  M. Ni Dhomhnaill, H. Hogan

	Senior Parks Superintendent 
	B. Sheehan 

	Senior Planner
	C. Ryan

	Administrative Officers
	T. Curtin,  E. Leech

	A/ Administrative Officer 
	 M. O’Neill

	A/ Staff Officer
	B. Gorman 

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne 

	I.T.
	C. Whelan 


An apology for inability to attend was received from Councillor M. Duff.

The Mayor, Councillor C. Jones presided.
H1/0212 
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 16th January 2012 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart.



REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES
H2a)/0212
RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE - 10th JANUARY 2012 

- DEALING WITH COMMUNITY, ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING, ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2b)/0212
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 23rd JANUARY 2012 - DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT), HOUSING  

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-
	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF2073
	Dominic’s Active Men Social
	Start Up Costs for Community Groups
	05/01/12
	€800

	GF2067
	Brookfield Youth & Community Centre
	Training Grant for Management of Community Centre
	23/11/11
	€500


It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon and seconded by Councillor C. Brophy and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve the payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report.”

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy and RESOLVED: 
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Tallaght Area Committee (1) - 23rd January 2012 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2c)/0212
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 23rd JANUARY 2012 -DEALING WITH ROADS (1 REPORT - NAMING OF ROADS), PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE & LIBRARY SERVICES  

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Road Naming Kingswood / Ballymount
The attached reports were considered by the Tallaght Area Committee at its meetings held on January 23rd, 2012 and November 28th 2011. In their consideration of the matter, the Area Committee noted that the decision of the Council at its meeting of 8th March 2010 has unforeseen implications on a number of existing policies and practices of the Council. 

The Area Committee therefore recommended that nothing in the existing policies or practices of the Council nor in its decision of 8th March 2010 should require the mandatory translation and use of a person’s name when that person had not been known to the public by that translation of their name and that this proposal should be placed before the full Council for approval.

This recommendation is now before the Council for its decision.

"MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2)

Monday, January 23, 2012

HEADED ITEM NO. 5

Naming of New Link Road between Kingswood and Citywest
REPLY:
It was AGREED following the extensive discussions that took place at the November 2011 meeting of the Area Committee in relation to the above matter that a further report would be made to today's meeting of the Area Committee.

In the course of the discussions at the November 2011 Area Meeting it was confirmed that is was the unanimous view of the Members of the Area Committee that Katherine Tynan should be honoured in the naming proposals for this link road. It was also agreed that the matter would be deferred to this meeting of the Area Committee to enable further consideration to take place as to how compliance with the Official Languages Act and the policies of this Council both as set down in the County Development Plan and generally could be achieved and that a set of proposals which accord with all of the foregoing be developed and presented to the Members of this Area Committee for adoption. It was the view of the Members that nothing in the foregoing should require the use of a translation of a person's name when that person had not been known to the public by that translation of their name.

Members will recall that in the November 2011 report to this Area Committee reference was made to the history and associations of Katherine Tynan to the area and this is outlined on the attached map where both her ancestral home and the existing Tynan Cross are highlighted, both of which are located adjacent to the existing Tynan Hall housing development. It is considered appropriate therefore to recommend to the Members of the Area Committee that they resolve to confirm the following naming proposals:

· That the section of roadway from M50 Kingswood / Ballymount Interchange westwards to the junction with Cheeverstown Road (R 136) be named Bóthar Katherine Tynan 

· That the section of roadway eastwards from M50 Kingswood / Ballymount to the Greenhills Road (R819) / Walkinstown Roundabout which has been partially named be confirmed as Calmount Road - Bóthar Calmount 

· That the section of roadway westwards of Cheeverstown Road (R 136) to the junction with Citywest Road (N 82) which has been partially named be confirmed as Citywest Avenue - Ascaill Iarthar na Cathrach, and 

· That the section of roadway westwards of Citywest Road ( N82) to the junction with Fortunestown Lane which has been partially named be confirmed as Garter Avenue - Ascaill Gairtéir

If the Members of this Area Committee agree with the foregoing, then a further report will be made to the full Council at their February 2012 Meeting recommending that the Council adopt the recommendations of this report."

"MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2)

Monday, November 28, 2011

MOTION NO. 7

MOTION: Councillor M. Corr
That this Committee considers naming the new link road between Kingswood and Citywest as the Katherine Tynan Road.

REPORT:
The motion is requesting the Committee to consider naming the new link road between Belgard Road and Citywest as the Katherine Tynan Road which translates to Bóthar Chaitríona Ní Theimhneáin as Gaeilge. The exact commencement point and termination point of the proposal should also be examined further in view of the elongated nature of the overall road which will stretch from the M50 to Citywest Business Park when opened to traffic.

Kathleen Tynan was born in 1861 and grew up in a house called “White Hall” Ballymount. She was both a poet and writer and close associate of WB Yeats and Francis Ledwidge. She has written over 100 novels. Her work was greatly inspired by Irish heritage and throughout her lifetime she was one of the most eminent female writers. The naming of this new road in her honour is considered appropriate due to the relative proximity of this new road to her birth place.  

It is noted however that at the County Council meeting held on 8 March 2010 the following motion was passed:- 

“Developers shall agree estate names with the Planning authority of the Council prior to the commencement of development. 

Such estate names shall be in the Irish language only and shall reflect the history and topography of the area in which they are located.

The names of new public roads shall be in the Irish language only.
The Council shall consult The Place names' Commission/Oifig na Logainmneacha to ensure correct spelling and grammar are used on road signs.” (Highlighting added)

On the face of it, the motion passed by the Council in March 2010 would suggest that only the Gaelic version of any proposed public road name should be used so the proposed name, if it was agreed, could only be "Bóthar Chaitríona Ní Theimhneáin ". This may not accord with the intent of the motion before the Area Committee in that it does not effectively commemorate the author who is and was widely known as Kathleen Tynan as opposed to Chaitríona Ní Theimhneáin. 

As the motion before this Area Committee is not in accordance with the objective of the motion passed by the Council in March 2010, that the names of new public roads shall only be in the Irish Language, the matter will therefore require further clarification so that there is complete clarity in relation to the intention of the Council and any recommendation of this Area Committee. "”

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, 
seconded by Councillor C. Brophy and RESOLVED: 
“That the recommendations contained in the reports of the Tallaght Area Committee (1) - 23rd January 2012 - Roads Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2d)/0212
CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE - 18th JANUARY 2012 -  DEALING WITH COMMUNITY, ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING, ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE & LIBRARY SERVICES

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

e) 
LUCAN AREA COMMITTEE – 24th JANUARY 2012 - DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING, ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for Grants

Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF2065
	Rossberry Residents Association
	Start Up Costs for Community Groups
	11/11/11
	€300


It was proposed by Councillor G. O’ Connell, seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle and RESOLVED:-

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE payment of the Community Grant as recommended in the foregoing report.”

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor E. Higgins and RESOLVED:

 “That the recommendations contained in the report of the Lucan Area Committee - 24th January 2012 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H3/0212
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE, 26th JANUARY 2012
H3a)/0212
Calendar of Meeting Dates

The following report, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“DRAFT CALENDAR OF MEETING DATES

MARCH - APRIL 2012
	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 05/03/2012
	
	
	

	Tues. 06/03/2012
	
	
	

	Wed. 07/03/2012
	
	
	

	Thur. 08/03/2012
	
	
	

	Fri. 09/03/2012
	
	
	


	 DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 12/03/2012
	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting


	12.30 - 2.00 pm

3.30 - 6.30 pm
	28/02/12

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 13/03/2012
	Audit Committee

Rathfarnham Area Committee

Planning*, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads and Development & Water Services 
	8.00  - 9.30 am

3.00 - 5.30 pm
	29/02/12

Business to SEO Roads Dept.

*(For planning files see below)

	Wed. 14/03/2012
	
	
	

	Thur. 15/03/2012
	
	
	

	Fri. 16/03/2012
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 07/03/12

	 DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 19/03/2012
	CLOSED - ST. PATRICK’S DAY
	
	

	Tues. 20/03/2012
	
	
	

	Wed. 21/03/2012
	Clondalkin Area Committee

Planning*, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads and Development & Water Services
	3.00  - 5.30 pm
	07/03/12 †
Business to SEO Planning Dept.

*(For planning files see below)

	Thur. 22/03/2012
	Traffic Management Meeting  

· Lucan

· Rathfarnham 
· Clondalkin

Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee  (in committee)
	2.00 - 2.30 pm

2.30 - 3.00 pm

3.00 - 3.30 pm

3.30 - 5.30 pm
	08/03/12

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Fri. 23/03/2012
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 14/02/12 (early closing due to BH)

	 DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 26/03/2012
	Tallaght Traffic Management Meeting
Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Community, Environment, Parks, Housing 

&

Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning*, Development & Water Services, Corporate Services and Libraries
	2.45 - 3.30 pm

3.30 - 6.00 pm
	12/03/12 †
Business to SEO Housing Dept.

*(For planning files see below)

	Tues. 27/03/2012
	Lucan Area Committee

Planning**, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads and Development & Water Services
	3.00 - 5.30 pm
	13/03/12 †
Business to SEO Planning Dept.

*(For planning files see below)

	Wed. 28/03/2012
	Deputations
	2.00 - 6.00 pm
	

	Thur. 28/03/2012
	
	
	

	Fri. 30/03/2012
	
	
	


*  Planning file requests to be received by 15/03/12 (early closing due to BH)

**  Planning file requests to be received by 16/03/12 (early closing due to BH)

	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 02/04/2012
	
	
	

	Tues. 03/04/2012
	
	
	

	Wed. 04/04/2012
	
	
	

	Thur. 05/04/2012
	
	
	

	Fri. 06/04/2012
	CLOSED - GOOD FRIDAY
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 09/04/2012
	CLOSED - EASTER MONDAY
	
	

	Tues. 10/04/2012
	Rathfarnham Area Committee

Planning*, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads and Development & Water Services 
	3.00 - 5.30 pm
	26/03/12 †
Business to SEO Roads Dept.

*(For planning files see below)

	Wed. 11/04/2012
	
	
	

	Thur. 12/04/2012
	
	
	

	Fri. 13/04/2012
	
	
	


*  Planning file requests to be received by 29/03/12 (early closing due to BH)

	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 16/04/2012
	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting


	12.30 - 2.00 pm

3.30 - 6.30 pm
	30/03/12 †
Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 17/04/2012
	
	
	

	Wed. 18/04/2012
	Clondalkin Area Committee

Planning*, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads and Development & Water Services
	3.00 - 5.30 pm


	03/04/12 †
Business to SEO Planning Dept.

*(For planning files see below)

	Thur. 19/04/2012
	
	
	

	Fri. 20/04/2012
	
	
	


* Planning file requests to be received by 12/04/12

	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 23/04/2012
	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Community, Environment, Housing
&

Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning*, Development & Water Services, Corporate Services and Libraries
	3.00 - 6.00 pm


	10/04/12

Business to SEO Housing Dept.

*(For planning files see below)

	Tues. 24/04/2012
	Lucan Area Committee

Planning**, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads and Development & Water Services
	3.00 - 5.30 pm
	11/04/12

Business to SEO Planning Department 

*(For planning files see below)

	Wed. 25/04/2012
	Deputations 
	2.00 - 6.00 pm
	

	Thur. 26/04/2012
	
	
	

	Fri. 27/04/2012
	
	
	


* Planning file requests to be received by 17/04/12

** Planning file requests to be received by 18/04/12

† Note early closing dates due to St. Patrick’s Day & Good Friday / Easter Monday bank holiday closures.

NOTES for Current Calendar -

Traffic management meetings

· Clondalkin/ Lucan/ Rathfarnham Traffic Management Meeting - At the December 2011 Council meeting, it was agreed that the Traffic Management meetings normally held prior to OPF Meetings would continue, with the exception of business for Tallaght Area Committee which will now be held immediately prior to the Tallaght AC meeting between 2.45 p.m. and 3.30 p.m.  As each Area is allotted 30 minutes each, the Clondalkin, Lucan & Rathfarnham Traffic Management meeting need not commence until 2.00 pm. (2.00 - 3.30 pm).

*Note that the times for the March Lucan/Clondalkin/Rathfarnham Traffic Management Meetings are as set out in the calendar above;  these meetings (areas) will rotate from now on.

· Tallaght AC members requested that it be afforded 45 mins to consider its Traffic Management issues.

SPC s – ACGE&L and Housing & Social Development
There was a suggestion in November that there be a change to the day on which the Housing SPC Meetings are held and it was suggested that this meeting might possibly swap with the ACGGE&L SPC which is currently on 4th Monday of month. 

This was raised with SPCs and ACGE&L has agreed to forfeit 4th Monday in favour of Housing SPC and to reschedule its own meetings to 2nd Tuesday of each month, same week (day after) Council meeting in consultation with that SPC. 

The meetings for 2012 will now be as follows: 

ACGE&L 

	Feb  2012
	May 2012
	Sept 2012
	November  2012

	14 th
	8 th
	11 th
	13 th


Housing & Social Development

	Feb  2012
	May 2012
	Sept 2012
	November  2012

	27 th
	28 th
	24 th
	26 th 


**********

Changes to routine March / April 2012
Tallaght Area Cttee. (1) meeting is usually held on 3rd Mon. of the month, however due to St. Patrick’s day closure, the March TAC (1) has been re-scheduled jointly with TAC (2) on 26/03/12, at the extended time of 3.00 - 6.00 pm.

April County Council meeting is scheduled for 3rd Mon. of the month i.e. Mon. 16/04/12, as 2nd Monday is Easter Monday.  This consequently has a knock-on effect on Tallaght ACM as follows:

April TAC (1) which is now scheduled jointly with TAC (2) on 23/04/12, at the extended time of 3.00 - 6.00 pm.”
Ms M. Maguire, SEO, Corporate Services Department highlighted the changes to the calendar due to the St. Patrick’s Day and Easter Bank Holidays as outlined previously at the OP&F meeting and included in the foregoing report.  She also drew Members’ attention to early closing dates for business due to Bank Holidays, and the recommendation for joint scheduling of Tallaght 1 & 2 on March 26th and 23rd April, at the extended time of 3.00 - 6.00 pm.
Other changes recommended to the calendar included the listing of the specific times for the rotating Traffic Management Meetings in respect of Clondalkin, Lucan & Rathfarnham Areas, as well as the routine scheduling of the ACGE&L SPC on 2nd Tuesday and Housing and Social Development SPCs on 4th Monday of the relevant months.

The Calendar was APPROVED and AGREED.
H3b)/0212
Report on Conferences/Seminars 

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“Section 142 (5) of Local Government Act 2001 provides for the authorization of Members’ attendance at conferences both home and abroad. 

Listed below are conferences which have been notified to South Dublin County Council and whose appropriateness has been vetted by the members’ working group in accordance with Circ Letter 02/10.

Members who have expressed an interest in attending these conferences are also listed:

Home Conferences from January 2012

	Conference
	Host 
	Venue
	Date
	Councillors Attending 
	Fee
	Closing Date 

	Civil Law 

(Miscellaneous Provisions)

Act 2011
	Esperanza

Enterprises
	Kings Valley Hotel, Merlin Park, Dublin Road, Galway
	13th - 15th January 2012
	
	€150
	

	Restorative Justice

for Ireland
	Esperanza Enterprises 
	Manor West  Hotel,

Killarney Road, Tralee, Co. Kerry
	20th -22nd January 2012
	
	€150
	13th January 2012

	Local Government  Seminar For Councillors
	TJK Conferences
	Patrick Punch Hotel,

Limerick
	27th - 28th January 2012
	
	€120
	16th January 2012

	Understanding EU Funding & Functions
	Celtic Conferences
	Celtic Ross Hotel,

Rosscarbery,

Co Cork
	27th - 29th January 2012
	
	€100
	16th January 2012 

	National Disability Strategy
	Esperanza Enterprises
	Westport Plaza Hotel,

Castlebar St.

Westport

Co. Mayo
	27th - 29th January 2012
	
	€150
	16th January 2012

	Building Control (Amendment)

Regulations 2009
	Esperanza Enterprises
	The Kingsvalley Hotel,

Merlin Park, Dublin Rd.,

Galway City
	3rd - 5th February 2012
	
	€150
	30th January 2012

NEW

	AMAI Spring Seminar 
	Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland
	Kilmore Hotel, Cavan 
	Tues. 7th Feb. - Thurs. 9th Feb. 2012
	
	€200
	30th January 2012 

NOTE CHANGE

OF DATES

	Renewable Materials Design Strategies, Construction Methods and Technologies 
	Esperanza Enterprises
	Mill Park Hotel,

The Mullins,

Donegal Town, Co. Donegal
	10th - 12th 

February 2012


	
	€150
	30th January 2012

NEW

	Civil Partnership And Certain Rights And Obligations Of Cohabitants Act 2010
	Esperanza Enterprises
	Manor West Hotel,

Killarney Road, Tralee, 

Co Kerry
	17th  -19th  February 2012
	
	€150
	3rd Feb. 2012

NEW

	21st Annual Kerry Environment Conference
	Rattoo Heritage Society
	Meadowlands Hotel, Oakpark,

Tralee,

Co. Kerry
	23rd - 26th February 2012
	
	€150
	13th January 2012

	What it takes to succeed in the Tourism Sector  
	Dundalk Chamber of Commerce in assoc. with Eures Cross Border Partnership & Louth Local Authorities
	Ballymascanlon House Hotel, Dundalk, 

Co. Louth
	Wed. 28th  March 2012 - from 8.45 am - 1.30 pm
	
	FREE

(Booking Essential)
	14th March 2012

NEW

	LAMA Spring Seminar

(Preliminary Notice)
	
	Tower Hotel,

Waterford
	13th - 14th Apr.2012
	
	
	Details to follow

NEW


The following table shows Members’ attendance at conferences home from 24th November 2011 to date:

HOME CONFERENCES ATTENDED 2011

	Clare  Tourism Conference 
	Clare Tourism Conference

Clare Co. Council
	Falls Hotel Ennistymon,

Co. Clare
	24th -26th November 2011
	Councillor E. Walsh
	€229

	Public Expenditure Conference
	Esperanza Enterprises
	Kingsvalley Hotel,

Merlin Park, Dublin Road, 

Galway City.
	6th -8th December 2011
	Councillor C. Brophy 

Councillor B. Lawlor 
	€150

	Local Government Expenses Conferences
	Esperanza Enterprises 
	Kingsvalley Hotel,

Merlin Park, Dublin Road, 

Galway City
	18th -20th December 
	Councillor B. Lawlor 

Councillor C. Brophy
	€150


As authorisation under this section is a reserved function Members are required to pass the following resolution:

“In accordance with Section 142 (5) of the Local Government Act, 2001 attendance by Members at the Conferences / Seminars outlined in the report is hereby authorized.”

Attendances at Conferences and Seminars were APPROVED.


STRATEGIC  POLICY  COMMITTEES
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED: 

H4(i)/0212
ENVIRONMENT SPC - Report of Meeting 6th February 2012

“Attendance


Members



Officials

Councillor John Hannon Cathaoirleach
Philomena Poole, Deputy County Manager

Councillor Breda Bonner             
John Quinlivan, Director Environmental Services 
Councillor Emma Coburn
            Teresa Walsh, Director Roads and Water
Councillor Máire Devine
           

Yvonne Dervan, Senior Executive Officer 
Councillor John Lahart 
          

Dermot Finch, Senior Engineer

Councillor Guss O’Connell   

Tom Moyne, Senior Engineer

Councillor Eamonn Tuffy


Maire Ní Dhomhnaill, Project Manager
            Councillor Eamonn Walsh 
    
Sorcha O’Brien, Environmental Awareness Officer 
  Bernie Donnelly, Administrative Officer    Gerard O’Connell, Dublin City Council 
Sectoral Interests

Pat Lee

Una Ruddock

Apologies

Councillor Emma Coburn

Councillor Chris Bond 
Connie Kiernan – Community Forum

Sherri Brennan 

Mary Clare Wallace

                     

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor John Hannon presided.
Item 1
Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 7th November 2011. 

Proposed by, Cllr Devine seconded by Cllr Bonner and Agreed 
Item 2
Matters Arising 

Cllr Hannon introduced officials in new roles and wished them well. Item 8, Consultation on the Establishment of a Public Water Utility and the future funding of water services, on the agenda was moved up to follow item 3 the Waste Byelaws Review Progress Report 

Item 3
Waste Byelaws Review Progress Report 

Following an introduction to the item a “Waste Byelaws Review Progress” by Cllr Hannon a report was provided by Yvonne Dervan, Senior Executive Officer. Following contributions from Cllr O’Connell and Cllr Hannon, Ms Dervan responded to the issues raised by the members.
It was agreed that the initiation of the statutory procedure for the review of the bye-laws in accordance with Section 200 of the Local Government Act, 200l should proceed.

Item 8
Consultation on the Establishment of a Public Water Utility and the future funding of water services  

Following an introduction to item “Consultation on the Establishment of a Public Water Utility and the future funding of water services” by Cllr Hannon a presentation was provided by Tom Moyne, Senior Engineer. Following contributions from Cllr Devine, Cllr La Hart, Cllr O’Connell and Cllr Hannon, Mr Moyne and Ms Walsh, Director of Water and Roads responded to the issues raised by the members.

The presentation was noted and it was agreed that the matter should be discussed at the next meeting of the Full Council.

Item 4
No Junk mail report

A “No Junk Mail” report was presented by Maire Ní Dhomhnaill, Project Manager. Following contributions from Cllr Walsh, Cllr Devine, Cllr O’Connell, Cllr Tuffy, Cllr Lahart and Cllr Hannon, Ms Ni Ní Dhomhnaill & Director of Services Mr Quinlivan responded to the issues raised by the members.

The report was noted.

Item 5
Beautiful South Dublin County Competition Report 

A report on the “Beautiful South Dublin County Competition” was presented by Ms Sorcha O’Brien Environmental Awareness Officer. Following contributions from Cllr O’Connell and Cllr Hannon, Ms O’Brien responded to the issues raised by the members. 

Item 6

Dodder river CFRAMS (Catchment Flood Risk and Assessment Management) presentation

A report on the Dodder River CFRAMS (Catchment Flood Risk and Assessment Management) was provided, Dermot Finch Senior Engineer. Mr. Finch stated that the consultation process is for three months following a launch of CFRAMS by Minister of State Mr. Brian Hayes TD, on the 6th March 2012  

Item 7

Evaluation of the Waste Management Plan for the Dublin Region

Item 7 was not reached & will be placed on the next SPC agenda 

Item 9

A.O.B. 

The meeting concluded at 7p.m.
Consultation on the Establishment of a Public Water Utility and the future funding of water service
“The meeting noted that the members of the Environment Strategic Policy Committee of South Dublin County Council had considered a report on the Irish Water Phase 1 Report PWC and the Reform of the Water Sector in Ireland, Position Paper, DOECLG at its meeting held on Monday 6th of February 2012 at which it was agreed to bring a report to the February 2012 full meeting of South Dublin County Council. 

Director of Services Ms Teresa Walsh outlined details of the report of Price Cooper Waterhouse and it was unanimously agreed that the sentiments of the Members as solicited at this meeting would be brought to the attention of the Department of the Environment as part of the formal consultation process.”

In accordance with Standing Order No. 13 as Motion 12 (M12) was related to this Headed Item the Mayor, Councillor C. Jones, proposed to take that item for consideration out of  sequence. This was unanimously agreed.

M12/0212       IRISH WATER

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:

“That this Council expresses it's opposition to the further erosion of the role of the Local Authority by the proposed introduction of "Irish Water" as the new agency/body with sole responsibility for water supply and service. This Council further recognises the loss of employment this would cause within the Local Authorities in this state and the local knowledge that would be lost as a result of such a body being established. Democratic accountability would also be lost as part of the inevitable outcome and goal of privatisation being achieved. For the body to become self financing in the medium term as envisaged would result in enormous bills for the average Family and business for the consumption and use of Water.”
REPORT:
“A public consultation process has been launched by the Minister for Environment Community Local Government in order to elicit views on the establishment of a new national utility company to oversee water services.  

These proposals are in line with a commitment in the ‘Programme for Government’ to create a new public utility, Irish Water. The ‘EU/IMF/ECB Programme of Financial Support for Ireland’ contains a commitment to prepare proposals for implementation of the recommendations of an independent assessment of the transfer of responsibility for water service provision to a water utility company. The Programme also covers the introduction of domestic water charges. An independent assessment was carried out by PricewaterhouseCoopers (Pwc) under contract to the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government.  

Pwc were asked to undertake the assessment of the existing structures for the provision of water services in Ireland. Based on their assessment of the current structures, international benchmarks and stakeholder soundings, Pwc recommended that Irish Water be created as a public utility in a regulated environment. 

Under the preferred proposal Irish Water will be allocated full responsibility for all aspects of water services planning and delivery at national, regional and local level. It will be organised for operational purposes on a river basin district basis. It proposes to transfer the water services assets and liabilities of local authorities to Irish Water and it will be responsible for collection of water charges both domestic and non-domestic. It is intended that the income stream from charges will support third party funding with a view to Irish Water becoming self funding over time. 

The assessment looked at a number of models for the management of water services* in Ireland and ultimately recommended that a single national Utility Company was, in their view, the best option for the delivery of water services. This new Utility Company (Irish Water) will see the transfer of responsibilities and functions for water services away from local authorities entirely.  A timescale has been proposed by the Department which sees the establishment of the new utility as follows:-

2012    -           Project Management Office in Department is established

2013    -           Irish Water CEO appointed Local Authorities appointed as agents of Irish Water with responsibility for operational and maintenance of water services 

2015                Irish Water commences taking over water services on a phased basis

2017    -           All operations nationally transfer to Irish Water

 
The consultation is seeking views in relation to the following matters:

·              the development of an implementation plan for the proposed public water utility. This includes issues arising from an organisation, human resources and environmental perspective in the transitional phase, as well as boundary issues between the proposed utility and other actors involved in the water sector and

·              the proposed approach in relation to the future funding of water services including through water charges.

As part of the public consultation process the Department has published the following documents, which are available on its website:

Consultation Paper: ‘Reform of the Water Sector in Ireland’. Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government – January 2012 and ‘Irish Water Phase 1 Report’. PricewaterhouseCoopers – November 2011 

The closing date for expression of views is by close of business Friday 24th February 2012.  

If the motion is passed the sentiments of the members will be conveyed to the Minister for Environment, Community & Local Government.” 

In seconding the motion Councillor P. Cosgrave proposed the following amendment to the motion which was seconded by Councillor M. McDonagh:

“That this Council expresses it's opposition to ANY further erosion of the role of the Local Authority by the proposed introduction of "Irish Water" as the new agency / body with sole responsibility for water supply and service. This Council further recognises the loss of employment this would cause within the Local Authorities in this state and the local knowledge that would be lost as a result of such a body being established. Democratic accountability would also be lost as part of the inevitable outcome and goal of privatisation being achieved. For the body to become self financing in the medium term as envisaged COULD result in enormous bills for the average Family and business for the consumption and use of Water.” 

A discussion ensued with contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave, J. Hannon, C. Brophy, M. Devine, T. Gilligan, G. O’Connell, J. Lahart, D. Looney and C. King. The following sentiments were expressed by the members who contributed to the debate:

· The economic development and land use planning role of Local Authorities will be diminished as decisions regarding the allocation of Water Services infrastructure will be outside of their control.

· Erosion of the role of the elected member and local democracy

· Suggestion that reform of Local Government should enhance local democratic powers rather than reduce them. The erosion of the function of Local Authorities and the creation of a body that is unrepresentative and unaccountable is lacking any democratic legitimacy unlike a Local authority which is accountable through the members
· Loss of corporate and technical knowledge in the Water Services area

· Loss of employment in Local Authorities

· Funding Model hasn’t been fully determined

· Suggestion of exorbitant house – hold charges to finance Irish Water

· Establishment of a new agency conflicts with Government policy to reduce quangos

· Without the identification of an operations model in the proposal, concerns were voiced in relation to Customer Services provision including capacity to respond to emergency situation e.g. Dublin Flooding in October 2011

· Ambiguity regarding responsibility for catchment flood risk assessment and management and water sources

· Ambiguity in relation to award or disregard for past and current investment in the water network and management of unaccounted for water within each Local Authority

· Acceptance for a need of a national co-coordinating body but suggestions that the establishment of the new body – Water Ireland would result in unnecessary expenditure through the duplication of structures and functions

· An acknowledgement that the Government initiative is aimed at ensuring an equitable and standardised service nationally at the lowest possible cost to the householder.

The Mayor then put the amended motion to the floor and on a show of hands the motion was PASSED (For 15, Against 5) with agreement to circulate to the Members’ representative bodies, and the Report was NOTED.  
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An Cathaoirleach, Councillor John Hannon presided.
Item 1
Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 5th September 2011. 

Proposed by Ms Connie Kiernan, seconded by Cllr Walsh and Agreed 
Item 2
Matters Arising 

Item 3
Climate Change progress report

A Climate Change strategy progress presentation was provided by Maire O’Sullivan, Senior Architect. Following contributions from Cllr La Hart, Cllr Walsh, Cllr Bonner & Cllr Hannon, Ms O’Sullivan responded to the issues raised by the members.

Item 4
Bad weather leaflet update

A report on the “How to prepare for bad weather” leaflet was presented by Sorcha O’Brien, Environmental Awareness Officer. Following contributions from Cllr Walsh, Cllr Devine, Cllr La Hart, Cllr Hannon and Ms Connie Kiernan, Director of Services Ms Poole responded to the issues raised by the members.

It was requested that a report be brought back to the SPC regarding the non delivery of leaflets to households that have “No Junk Mail” signs on their post boxes.
Item 5
Litter Fines and Enforcement - Update

An update report on the Level of Enforcement and Collection Rates was presented by Ms Donnelly, Administrative Officer. Following contributions from Cllr Walsh, Ms Kiernan, Cllr Devine, Cllr Lavelle, Cllr Hannon and Mr Lee the Director of Services Ms Poole responded to the issues raised by the members. 

Item 6
Election poster policy - update

Cllr Hannon introduced the election poster policy item providing information on the progress to date of a voluntary code of practice regarding Election posters.  Following contributions from Cllr Walsh, Cllr Lavelle, Cllr Bonner and Cllr Devine, Cllr Hannon responded to the issues raised by the members.

It was proposed by Cllr Hannon that the draft election poster policy be recommended to the Council for adoption this was seconded by Cllr Walsh  

Draft Code of Practice on Election Posters in South Dublin County


Election Poster Policy Update


Item 7

Waste Byelaws

A report on the Waste Byelaws was presented by Yvonne Dervan, Senior Executive Officer. Following contributions from Cllr Lavelle, Cllr Devin and Ms Wallace the Director of Services Ms Poole responded to the issues raised by the members. 
It was requested by Cllr Hannon that a working group from the SPC be established to consider the Waste Byelaws and to come back to the SPC with a draft policy.  Cllr Devine, Ms Wallace, Cllr Bonner, Cllr Lavelle, Cllr Coburn and Cllr Hannon all volunteered to be part of the working group.
Item 9
A.O.B. 

The meeting concluded at 6.58 p.m.”
The Minutes were NOTED.
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Draft Code of Practice on Election Posters

Director of Services Mr. J. Quinlivan drew Members attention to the fact that this was a voluntary code of practice and had no statutory basis.

                                                “DRAFT


Code of Practice on Election Posters in South Dublin County


Introduction: 

This Code aims to regulate the use of election posters by designating the most appropriate locations at which they may be erected.

It is recognised that election posters play a significant role in political communication at election time, though the advent of social media continues to impact their importance.

The proliferation of election posters may be regarded as wasteful of resources, potentially hazardous to motorists, cyclists and pedestrians, and an environmental negative with plastic ties being left on poles for an indefinite period.

The Code is voluntary in nature, but it is hoped that its terms will be adhered to by all political entities and candidates in the interest of a cleaner, safer, and more sustainable environment.


Recommendations:

· Posters should only be erected on street lighting poles and in a manner that 
is not potentially hazardous to road users and pedestrians.

· Candidates should use smaller, narrower posters as these are less prone to 
be affected by adverse weather conditions

· Free standing posters should be erected in a manner that is safe and not 
causing an obstruction.

· One poster per candidate per pole

· Motorways are to be kept poster free

· Consultation to be initiated with relevant stakeholders with a view to 
establishing village core areas for designation as poster free (as is the case 
in Lucan currently). Villages to include Rathfarnham, Tallaght, Templeogue, 
Palmerston, Clondalkin, Saggart, Rathcoole and Newcastle

· The designation of multi-poster site in the outskirts of these villages to be 
investigated 

· Residential estate roads should be kept poster free, except at entrances

· Candidates should remove their cable ties from poles when taking down 
election posters.

· Candidates should remove all remaining cable ties from poles if taking down 
the last poster from the pole

· Recommend to Minister for Environment, Heritage & Local Government that 
research be conducted to agree a system  which will identify the candidate 
on whose behalf the cable ties have been placed thus clearly identifying the 
person responsible for their removal 

· The contents of this Code be brought to the attention of the Minister for 
Environment, Heritage & Local Government, for his consideration and 
adoption.

· The contents of this Code be brought to the attention of all political parties 
and candidates.”
Councillor J. Hannon outlined the background to the draft code and development of the recommendations, and highlighted a need for a more responsible attitude across all parties in relation to election postering.

Councillor E. Tuffy, Councillor M. Devine, Councillor P. Cosgrave and Councillor C. King all supported the draft proposals and complimented the Environment SPC on the work done and it was suggested that if all parties worked in co-operation with each other, and were to be given specific areas when removing posters and tags, problems could be minimized. 

The Report was NOTED.
H5/0212
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.


QUESTIONS FOR NOTING
It  was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge           and RESOLVED:
“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions numbered Q1 – Q25 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
Q1/0211
HOUSING SCHEMES  

QUESTION: Councillor C. Bond

To ask the Manager to state if there are any new housing schemes to be operated by the council for the forthcoming year?

REPLY:
The following two new housing schemes are currently under construction:
1.    Infill scheme at Taylor's Lane, Rathfarnham consisting of 9 units (7 x 3 bedroom and 2 x 4 bedroom, 2.5 storey houses). Work commenced in July 2011and the anticipated duration of the contract is 50 working weeks. This is funded through the Social Housing Investment Programme (SHIP).

1. Sheltered housing scheme in association with Clanmil Housing Association in liaison with Cheshire Homes at Valhalla, Clondalkin consisting of 10 housing units (5 x 1 bed ground floor units,  4 x 1 bed first floor units and 1 x 2 bed duplex on first and second floor) and 1 no. office / staff unit. Work commenced in October 2011 and the anticipated duration of the contract is 65 working weeks. This is funded through the Towards Carbon Neutral & Capital Assistance Scheme. 

The Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government has been requested to provide capital allocation under the Social Housing Investment Programme for further infill housing schemes at Deerpark, Sundale, Rossfield and St Finian's to address particular issues of anti-social behaviour or special needs housing requirements but no approval to proceed has to date been forthcoming due to restrictions in capital funding availability. The Council has yet to be informed of its capital allocation for 2012.

Apart from these new housing schemes South Dublin County Council has now fully introduced the Choice Based Lettings Scheme to all applicants on the Council's housing list.  It is also intended to continue to roll out of the Applicant Sourced Scheme to housing applicants in phases over the coming months. 

Q2/0212
LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORM

QUESTION: Councillor C. Bond

To ask the Manager if he has been given any indication as to any proposed changes to or amalgamations of local authorities in the Dublin Region?
REPLY:
The Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government has not given any indication as to any proposed changes to or amalgamations of local authorities in the Dublin Region.

It is noted that local government reform is specifically highlighted in the Programme for Government 2011 and reference to this has also been made in the report of the Local Government Efficiency Review Group.

Q3/0211
COMMUNITY SAFETY FORA
QUESTION: Councillor B. Bonner

To ask that the Manager would present a report on the work done by Community Safety Fora in south Dublin.  In the light of the 75% cut in government funding to the Fora, to ask that this council would formally communicate with the relevant minister deploring the extent and the communication of the savage cut and demanding that funding be found to enable the Community Safety Fora to continue with their vital work which empowers disadvantaged communities and addresses at grassroots level problems such as anti social behavior, vandalism and intimidation?

REPLY:
The four projects referred to in the question are the:

· North Clondalkin Community Safety Forum

· South West Safety Forum, 

· Fettercairn Estate Management 

· Killinarden Estate Management Group.

The Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government advised the Council that as part of the Government’s Comprehensive Review of Expenditure and the 2012 Estimates process, difficult decisions have had to be taken in relation to prioritising funding for core services in all programme areas.  The funding being provided to support this Department’s mainstreamed drugs projects under the Housing programme in 2012 has been reduced by 75%, i.e. from €400,000 to €100,000 (€496,000 in 2008). In respect of the four projects within South Dublin County Council the 2011 allocation was €210,000.  They advised that in this context, it is no longer possible to continue to fund the mainstreamed drugs projects within that allocation.

The Department provided pro rata funding of €52,500 for the first quarter of 2012 only as a final housing budget contribution to these projects. 

The first official correspondence on the 75% reduction was received on 13th January 2012 and officials of the Council sought an urgent meeting with the Department which was held on 19th January 2012 where the Council outlined the work of the projects and their success over the years in working with the community, Gardai, the Council and many other state agencies. The Council officials sought a reversal of the decision or alternatively look at other budget heads to assist in retaining the projects. Contact with the Department has been ongoing since the meeting of the 19th.

The view of the Department is that Drugs Task Force monies are funded by Department of Health and funding for these groups should not be funded from the DOECLG Housing Budget. 

The funding for the four projects – Fettercairn and Killinarden Estate Management Group and North Clondalkin Safety Forum and South West Clondalkin Safety Forum – was channelled through the Council from the Department to the groups and mainly provided for wages of the four workers plus miscellaneous funding for small projects and/or administration. The four workers operate to a governance structure to a management Committee – SDCC has a representative on the Committees as do a number of other relevant state agencies and groups. 

The workers have been an asset to the local communities, the Council and all other relevant state agencies in terms of information from within the local community, organising clean ups, summer projects, events, Local Policing Fora, working on joint projects generally funded in the main by the Council as well as providing a representational role on a number of fora in the area. They are of value particularly in terms of their independent role within communities, particularly disadvantaged communities, and providing a valuable link between those communities and state agencies including the local authority. Their link specifically with the Council has been one of positive influence in tackling crime, anti social behaviour - all complex and sensitive issues - in addition to promoting the pro social behaviour agenda and providing confidence in the community in a partnership approach.

Their value and evidence based work is especially crucial to the work and efforts of the Drugs Task Forces also and underpins pillars of the National Drugs Strategy.  Drugs Task Forces have a key role under the National Drugs Strategy in responding to the drug problem in their areas and Community engagement is key to the successful implementation of the national drug strategy and to developing responses to emerging needs at a local level. 

The Department had advised that the Council should determine if the projects can be supported within the overall mainstream functions due to the close alignment of the projects with the general housing functions. They further advised that it would be a matter for all public funding bodies as part of the consultation process to identify resources to deliver on the overall objectives of the reconfigured projects beyond end of March 2012. The Council adopted its Budget for 2012 on 15th December 2011 and it is not possible to fund the four projects for the year as necessary funds are not available without effecting the works and service delivery as provided for.

Council officials have, since the meeting with the DOECLG, also met with Dodder Valley and CPLN Partnerships on 27th January 2012 and also attended a meeting with elected members and the project promoters on Monday 30th January 2012 at which the support of other relevant groups was sought and has continued dialogue with the Department officials on the matter. 

The Council is also aware that the Minister of State, Deputy Shortall, who has responsibility for the national drugs strategy, is currently undertaking a review of the structures that underpin the strategy at local, regional and national level. This will include how current funding structures can be improved or streamlined, particularly with local and regional drugs task forces.

In a letter dated 3rd February 2012 the Department has advised the Council that :-

"As you know, following the Government’s Comprehensive Review of Expenditure and the 2012 Estimates process, the funding to support the Department’s mainstreamed drugs projects in 2012 has been reduced by 75%, i.e. from €400,000 to €100,000.  In that context, it is not possible to continue to fund the mainstreamed drugs projects within that allocation.  You are also aware that the Department had agreed to facilitate a consultation process, in conjunction with the Council, the relevant local drugs task forces, Department of Health, HSE and other key funders, with a view to identifying alternative streams of funding to support the projects for 2012 and beyond.  Furthermore, while this consultation process is taking place, the Department also agreed to provide pro rata funding to support the projects for the first quarter of 2012 only.
I now wish to advise you that, in order to ensure that projects have sufficient time to identify alternative streams of funding and/or to undertake a reconfiguration of project tasks and priorities, the Department will provide additional pro rata funding to support the projects for the second quarter of 2012, i.e. to 30 June 2012. " 
Please note that this funding is being provided strictly on a once off basis and on the clear understanding that it represents an extension of the transitional arrangement only, thereby providing projects with sufficient time to undertake a fully comprehensive consultation to identify future alternative funding mechanisms.  This payment represents the final housing budget contribution to the projects and no further mainstreamed funding will be provided by the Department.  As previously, outlined, it will be a matter for other public funding bodies to identify the resources to deliver on the overall objectives of the reconfigured projects beyond end June 2012."
The Council will continue to work with the Department and all other stakeholders on this issue.

Q4/0212
FIX YOUR STREET

QUESTION: Councillor B. Bonner

To ask the Manager how successful is the fix your street initiative?  Are customers using it on an ongoing basis?  Some residents have said to me that they didn't get feedback on their items and wondered if they had in fact submitted their items correctly.
REPLY:
Fix your street has been strongly supported by the public since the site went live in August 2011.  396 reports on issues in the South Dublin County Council area were received through FYS since 1st January 2012.  

Customers report on non emergency issues including Graffiti, Litter and Illegal Dumping, Tree and Grass Maintenance, Leaks and Drainage, Street Lighting and Road and Path defects. At January 30, 2012, there were 2108 reports recorded in total and 3554 responses issued on the site by Council staff. 

We have a commitment to respond to reports from residents within two days of their submission.  This response informs residents of the action being taken.  In a large number of cases this action is carried out within a short timeframe. In cases where the work must be integrated into a works programme and the timeframe for resolution is longer, the customer is informed in our response.  

Regular comments such as ‘excellent work’ and ‘work done thanks ‘are posted by residents.  We are not aware of any feedback regarding difficulty using the site, but any such problems will be resolved for users if they contact info@sdublincoco.ie or telephone a Customer Care representative at 01/4149000. 

Fix your street continues to operate in the South Dublin County area, other Local Authorities countrywide have been in touch regarding training and information on the initiative. Arrangements are being made for Dublin City Council to commence using the site and they expect to go live shortly. 

This initiative, its processes and the visibility of the responses has focused the teams in the operational departments and has had a positive impact overall.   Reporting has been built to make it easy to monitor and resolve problems in areas with specific issues such as graffiti, illegal dumping, road conditions and street lighting. 

A smart phone application to facilitate easy upload of photographs to the site will be available shortly. 

Q5/0212
GREEN SCHOOL INITIATIVE


QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine

To ask the Manager to outline if any discussions have taken place with local traders regarding the provision of Water Butts to Schools County-wide as a further step in promoting the Green Schools Initiative?
REPLY:
Schools are actively encouraged to carry out water conservation through a number of methods including the Green Schools programme & awareness initiatives.  The water theme is the third theme in the Green Schools programme and 24 schools currently have the water flag. Hippo Bags and water conservation pack are available to schools on request. Thus far 50 Schools in the County have requested and received water Hippo Bags & 72 schools have requested and received water conservation pack. In addition the water conservation road show is available to schools on a loan basis. All of the above is promoted during schools visits and events e.g. Eco-week & on the Councils website. The use of water butts in schools is one of the measure to reduce water usage however the Council are not in a position to supply these directly. Schools are advised that water butts can be purchased in hardware & DIY shops throughout the County but a specific supplier is not advised. The Council also actively promotes water conservation via www.taptips.ie and Water drop video

 Q6/0212
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine

To ask the Manager what events are planned to celebrate International Women’s Day - March 8th?

REPLY:
South Dublin Library Services are currently developing a programme of events to celebrate International Women’s Day on the 8th March 2012. Details of the events programme will be available shortly on www.southdublinlibraries.ie 

Q7/0212
MANHOLE COVERS
QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine

To ask the Manager to report on the incidents of theft of manhole/chamber covers across the County - including the cost of their replacement?
REPLY:
8 No. hydrant covers have been stolen in the last few weeks and 6 No. manhole covers in the last few months. This is a very serious issue with regard to Health and Safety of the public and concern to the Council with regard to insurance claims. The cost of replacing these covers would be in the region of €3,000 which as well as the covers themselves includes transport and time costs. 

In the Roads areas, 6 manhole covers were stolen in JFK Industrial Estate and 4 covers were stolen in Haydens Lane. The covers cost between €250 and €300 each to replace.

Some Eircom covers have been stolen and while Eircom are informed and responsible for their replacement, Roads Maintenance Dept. have had 2 out of hour’s callouts to make the areas safe.

Q8/0212
BOHERBOY SCHEME

QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon

To ask the Manager for a comprehensive report outlining how the Boherboy Scheme costs have escalated from €33.5 million to €53 million, with costings included for any additional works carried out and providing the rationale for such works. Can he also outline the sources of funding and the amount in each case, and how South Dublin's portion of this cost is being financed, and at what cost?

REPLY:
The civil works for the above scheme were included in Contract No. 2 and were being executed by Pierse Contracting Limited prior to their liquidation in November 2010. At the time of their liquidation between 5 and 10% of the works under Contract No. 2 remained to be completed and these outstanding works were included in Contract No. 5 – Completion Contract, which is currently being executed by Ward & Burke Construction Limited. The Final Estimate for Contract No. 2, the ‘Pierse Contract’, was €34,840,875.97 including VAT. 

	 
	€

	Tender Value
	21,895,924.48

	Price Variation
	4,044,925.42

	Additional Items/Claims
	518,000.00

	Reinstatement
	 

	Electrically Actuated Butterfly Valves
	350,000.00

	Pre-Laid Sections
	220,000.00

	Access Difficulties
	36,000.00

	Trenchless Technology Works
	150,000.00

	Control & Telemetry
	407,256.00

	Pipeline Kiltipper Road
	83,373.40

	Modifications to chambers
	549,500.21

	Other Pipeline Variations
	315,411.59

	Delay and Disruption Claim  
	1,818,415.92

	Additional Outer Ring Road Works
	308,000.00

	Sub-Total
	30,696,807.02

	V.A.T. @ 13.5%
	4,144,068.95

	Total Including V.A.T 
	34,840,875.97


As the initiation of the project pre-dated new contract arrangements it is not a fixed price contract and is subject to variations in relation to Contract Price Fluctuations, Ordered Variations and Claims.

Contract Price Fluctuations
To date, Contract Price Fluctuations in the amount of €4,044,925 have accrued in relation to the contracts under the scheme. These price variations have arisen in relation to additional cost of labour and materials and are guaranteed to the contractors under the old form of contract.

Ordered Variations
To date, Ordered Variations have accrued in the amount of €3,906,154  in relation to the contracts under the scheme. These costs relate to additional items that were added to the contract requirement as the scheme progressed and were a standard element of the old contract arrangements. Examples of these kinds of costs include - 

Road Reinstatement - €518,000 (+VAT) - The Council is pursuing a higher standard of road re-instatement than normally provided for under these contracts

Electrically Actuated Butterfly Valves - €350,000 (+VAT) - Improvements to technology are being availed of where a lower standard was originally envisaged

Control & Telemetry - €407,256 (+VAT) - Approval for increased use of remote telemetric controls was sought to improve remote control capabilities for the Council and facilitate landowners by reducing access requirements

All the increased costs associated with above variations have been submitted to Department of Environment who have approved them.

The contractors have also submitted claims for delay and disruption and these are being assessed by the Council’s consulting engineers. The Claims will form part of the Final Account which must be agreed and approved by the Dept of Environment.

When Pierse Contracting went into liquidation the outstanding works had to be retendered under Contract No.5 Completion Contract which was awarded to Ward and Burke which increased the cost of the Boherboy Scheme again see below.

	Amount Payable under Pierse Contract
	€31,271,520.00

	Contract No. 5 Completion Contract Final Estimate
	€4,660,000.00

	Sub-Total
	€35,931,520.00


The revised civil works costs associated with the Scheme is estimated at €35,931,520.00. The scheme is funded by the Water Services Investment Programme with 71.2% being paid by the DOE and the remaining 28.8% being paid for by SDCC through levies and loans. VAT has to be added to these figures. 

An element of the increase in costs is associated with the liquidation of the original contractor. Under the contract a bond is in place to cover these costs and discussions are ongoing with the Bondsman in relation to the amounts to be covered.

In addition to the above costs for the Civil works, the cost of the Mechanical and Electrical Contract, Site Investigation, Site Supervision, Legal Expenses, Land Purchase, Archaeological investigation and Consulting Engineer fees must be added to the costs to make up the final figure for the Boherboy Water Supply Scheme which comes to the estimated cost of €53.2 million at the moment. 

Q9/0212
BRITTAS VILLAGE
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon

To ask the Manager to report on what, if any, action has been taken to undertake a planning and housing study of the Brittas village area, given the 2011 timescale stipulated in the Development Plan?
REPLY:
Specific Local Objective 93 of the County Development Plan 2010 is to "carry out a planning study of the Brittas Village area..." The objective seeks that the study would be completed in 2011.  Public consultation on the N81 upgrade was ongoing in 2011 on behalf of the National Roads Authority and given that the existing road passes through the Village, the outcome of any upgrade is likely to have significant implications for the Brittas area.  It would have been premature to undertake a separate planning study for the area until the outcome of this process, which remains at initial planning stage, is known.  The Planning Department progressed other significant work priorities including several Local Area Plans, Development Plan variations and funded local infrastructure projects in 2011.  Subject to the conclusion of the N81 initial planning process and work prioritisation within the Planning Department, it is intended to commence work on a Brittas study by the end of 2012.

Q10/0212
BRITTAS CLUSTER-TYPE DWELLINGS
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon

To ask the Manager to report on progress in relation to the implementation of the Development Plan objective of developing a cluster type residential development at Brittas village?
REPLY:

Council Policy relating to rural housing is contained in the County Development Plan 2010-2016 under Policy H29: Management of One-Off Housing in Rural Areas (section 1.2.52) as follows:

"It is the policy of the Council to restrict the spread of one-off housing into the rural, mountain, Liffey Valley and high amenity zones (zones ‘B’, ‘H’, ‘I’ and  ‘G’)   and to encourage such housing, where acceptable, into existing village nuclei subject to availability of the necessary services."
 Within this context the following is stated:

 “The Council will seek to facilitate the development of a cluster-type residential housing development at an appropriate location within Brittas Village in an effort to satisfy local housing need for applicants who do not have access to appropriate sites in the general Brittas area.”
To date, no approaches have been made by landowners in the Brittas Village area to initiate such a process.  It is intended that a planning study of the Village, might, in consultation and with local residents and landowners, identify any such appropriate sites or locations.

Q11/0212
HERITAGE GROUPS 

QUESTION: Councillor E. Higgins
To ask the Manager to outline the support the Council provides to communities wishing to develop and enhance their natural area through the heritage officer and explains how communities, supported by the Council, can form local architectural heritage groups?
REPLY:
Theme 4 of the County Heritage Plan 2010-2015 aims to Establish and Promote Partnerships to Achieve Heritage Objectives, and lists 5 actions under Objective 1 of this Theme to advance this aim.  One such action involves facilitating local interest groups to develop local heritage or biodiversity plans and the Heritage Officer is placed to assist any such established group to achieve this.  

Local heritage interest groups, or individuals who wish to establish such an interest group, are currently best facilitated through the Library network.  Through this facility, groups have access to extensive heritage and biodiversity research information.  The Library also facilitates the booking of rooms for talks and seminars for established groups and can avail of advertising of heritage events through the Library’s extensive communications network.  

Q12/0212
NRA FUNDING


QUESTION: Councillor E. Higgins

To ask the Manager to make available information on the NRA’s funding allocation to the Council, with respect to the maintenance and upkeep of national roads, as soon as a figure has been announced?
REPLY:

By letter dated 25th January 2012 the Council received notification from the National Roads Authority of the National Roads Allocations for 2012 (details attached). These allocations will be the subject of a Headed Item to all Area Committee Meetings in February 2012

Regional and Local Roads Allocation 2012:
[image: image1.emf]
National Roads Allocation 2012:

[image: image2.emf]
 Q13/0212
UNFINISHED HOUSING ESTATES 

QUESTION: Councillor E. Higgins

To ask the Manager to provide a list of unfinished housing estates in the county?
REPLY:
A national survey of unfinished housing developments was carried out in 2011 by officials from the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government, in conjunction with the Planning Departments of the various local authorities. As part of this survey, all unfinished developments were examined and categorised along the following lines:

Category 1: the development is still being actively completed by the developer; 
Category 2: a receiver has been appointed; 
Category 3: a receiver has not been appointed and the developer is still in place but effectively inactive; and 
Category 4: the development has been effectively abandoned and is posing serious problems for residents. 

No estates in South Dublin County were identified as falling in to Categories 3 or 4. 

Set out below is a list of all the unfinished housing estates as compiled with the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government in early 2011. Naturally, some progress has been made on some developments since then and in other cases many schemes were substantially complete at the time of the survey. 

	21 - 29 Tynan Hall Park
	 
	Kingswood

	Abberley Square
	High Street
	Tallaght

	Abbey Close
	Loreto Terrace
	Rathfarnham

	AIR PARK
	STOCKING  LANE
	RATHFARNHAM

	Arena Court
	Whitestown Way
	Tallaght

	ASCAILL
	PARC AN T-SIODA
	KINGSWOOD

	Aylmer Heath
	 
	Newcastle

	College Square
	Wainsfort Manor Drive
	Terenure

	Bancroft Centre
	Greenhills Road / Tallaght Bypass
	Tallaght

	Blackthorn
	Kilteel Road
	Rathcoole

	BROADFIELD  MANOR
	TOOTHILL
	Rathcoole

	Browns Barn Wood
	 
	Kingswood

	CARRIG  COURT
	FORTUNESTOWN LANE
	CITY WEST

	Castlegate
	Adamstown
	Lucan

	Castlelyon
	Main Street 
	Newcastle

	CEDAR GROVE APARTMENTS
	FIRHOUSE ROAD
	TALLAGHT

	CITY WEST PLAZA
	CITY  WEST  DRIVE
	CITY WEST

	CITY WEST Golf Course
	FORTUNESTOWN LANE
	SAGGART

	Cloragh Mills
	Edmondstown Rd
	Rathfarnham, Dublin 14

	Coldcut Park
	Coldcut Road / Cloverhill Road
	Ballyfermot

	Crough Reid
	Rear of Fortunestown Shopping Centre, with frontage onto the Cookstown Road 
	Tallaght

	Dalriada
	 
	Ballycullen

	EATON  WAY
	MAIN  STREET
	Rathcoole

	FFOSTERS  SQUARE
	 BALLYDAVID
	LUCAN

	Fortunes Lawn/Walk
	Fortunestown Lane
	City West

	GREENHILLS  COURT
	GREENHILLS  ROAD
	TALLAGHT

	Hawkridge
	Celbridge Road
	Lucan

	LARKFIELD SQUARE
	BALLYOWEN  ROAD
	LUCAN

	LIMEKILIN  FARM
	ST.PETERS
	GREENHILLS

	Millrace 
	Mill Road
	Saggart

	N/A
	Peamount Road
	Newcastle

	N/A
	Roselawn
	Lucan

	Elderpark
	Killinarden
	Tallaght

	PARSON’S  COURT
	MAIN STREET
	NEWCASTLE

	PEYTON
	STONEY ROAD
	Rathcoole

	Priors Gate
	Tallaght By-Pass
	Tallaght

	Respond Housing Association
	Cookstown Way
	Tallaght

	SAGGART  COURT  LODGE
	GARTERS LANE
	SAGGART

	SAGGART  LAKES
	MONEYATTA COMMONS
	SAGGART

	SAINT  EDMUNDS
	ST. LOMANS ROAD
	PALMERSTOWN

	Slade Castle
	Slade Road / Boherboy Road
	Saggart

	Station Grove
	Station Road
	Clondalkin

	STOCKING WOOD
	STOCKING AVENUE
	RATHFARNHAM

	Tallaght East, Tallaght Cross
	Belgard Sq. West
	Tallaght

	Tallaght West, Tallaght Cross
	Belgard Sq. West/Cookstown Way
	Tallaght

	The Crescent
	Fortfield Square
	Terenure

	The Mews, The Courtyard
	College Drive
	Terenure

	The Paddocks
	Adamstown
	Lucan

	TULLY  HALL
	TULLY  HALL
	LUCAN

	Newcastle Lyons
	
	Newcastle


 Q14/0212
STREET LIGHTING

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to advise if a cost-benefit assessment has been conducted on the extension of active dimming technology to the remainder of the county’s street-lighting network?
REPLY:
South Dublin's Public Lighting division continues to seek lighting solutions that meet targets for reducing energy consumption, and at the same time comply with norms and standards that ensure safety for all road users.

Active dimming technology is being assessed in the context of a general improvement in the Public Lighting asset and the continuous review of savings. 

Out of a total of approximately 30,000 Public Lighting Columns in use in the County some 1300 (4%) have this technology in place and it is considered that there is benefit to be gained in terms of energy saving and remote realtime status fault indication. This is of considerable benefit leading to a faster response and higher quality of service. These upgrades will continue on a phased basis as part of the Public Lighting maintenance and renewal programme,  heavily trafficked national and regional routes will be prioritised in the first instance. This can be the source of major savings in energy use on PL schemes. With the trend towards metered systems SDCC should benefit significantly from a cost point of view.

Q15/0212
GRASS CUTTING 

 QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to outline the preparations and resources in place for 2012 to ensure a more consistent and adequate grass-cutting regime along national primary routes? (Noting that grass-cutting along the N4 during 2011 was much more consistent and adequate in the August-December period than in the first half of the year)
REPLY:
The allocation for National Road Maintenance for 2012 is €69,051. This is a reduction on the allocation of €76,765 for 2011.

A portion of this allocation will be used to address safety issues such as barrier repairs, the remaining allocation will be used for grass cutting. While every effort is made to maximise the percentage of the grant that might be made available for grass cutting, in practise this normally allows for 1 or 2 cuts of the verges and central margins on an annual basis. The Council is in ongoing discussion with the National Roads Authority regarding the adequacy of the allocation  taking into account the working environment on  these major roads and the health and safety obligations attaching to this work.  Should additional grant aid be made available by the NRA then arrangements will be put in place to introduce a more frequent cutting regime for the national network.

It should be noted that one grass cut of the N4 from Dublin City Council Boundary to the Kildare Boundary costs €28,000 approx. 

Q16/0212
DOG-RUNS
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to provide a further detailed update on the proposal to provide dog-runs in council parks during 2012 including a timeframe for these projects?
REPLY:
It is proposed to provide an off leash area for dogs in Griffeen Valley Park on a pilot basis in 2012.  The Council's Dog Warden Service have advised that an area, approximately the size of a football pitch, secured by means of a hedge/fence with designated access points, and convenient to the greatest number of dog walkers would ensure the best chance of success. 

The Dog Wardens have also advised that the provision of a dog run would greatly assist them in the enforcement of the Bye-laws relating to the control of dogs in the park. The 2011 Park Bye-laws contain specific provisions relating to the control of dogs and provide for the designation of areas in public parks for use as dog runs, also known as "off leash" areas. 

A suitable area meeting the above criteria has been identified in Griffeen Valley Park adjacent to the GAA pitch at Hayden's Lane. The site is approximately 5,000 square metres, centrally located within the park, convenient to the main pedestrian routes through the park and is partially enclosed by existing hedgerows. 

It is proposed to proceed with this project in the coming months and it is expected to have the facility in place and operational by May. The project will be monitored and reviewed during the remainder of 2012 and based on the experience gained, it would be hoped to expand the provision of dog runs to other regional parks in the county in 2013, subject to resources available at that time.

Q17/0212
COUNTY PLAY POLICY AND PLAYGROUND CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle 
To ask the Manager to provide a detailed update on the current review of the County Play Policy and the Playground Construction Programme?


REPLY:
The Play Policy is currently under review and the sub group set up by the Sports Recreation Community and Parks Strategic Policy Committee as agreed at the November 2011 meeting and has met on a number of occasions since. The sub group is on schedule to present its preliminary report at the Strategic Policy Committee meeting in February 2012.

Q18/0212
FLOODING

QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell

To ask the Manager for a report on the areas subject to flooding within the County (and were flooded in 2011) and in particular:

1.    Areas in danger of/with a history of flooding due to proximately to rivers

2.    Areas subject to/with a history of flooding due to inadequate or wrongly                located gullies 

3.    Areas subject to/with a history of flooding due to inadequate drainage 

4.    Areas subject to/with a history of flooding due to poor planning

5.    Areas subject to/with a history of flooding due to surface design i.e. road contours

6.    The history of all areas in danger of/with a history of flooding to include efforts made by the Council to address the situation and the outcome(s)

7.    What further action is planned by the Council to prevent further flooding and within what timescale
And to ask the Manager to make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
1. The areas in South Dublin County Council that were flooded due to their proximity to rivers and streams during October 2011 were mainly along the Camac, Poddle and Tallaght/ Whitestown Rivers.

In relation to parts 2. 3.4.5.6. of this question it has not been possible to collate the lists of areas to answer these questions within the timeframe of this agenda being issued, as the data is in multiple databases in several different Departments and Sections. As much of this information as possible will be put together and a report issued within 2 months. 

7. As a result of the severe flood events of 24th October 2011 South Dublin County Council are now in a position to propose certain flood alleviation schemes to minimise future flooding risks within the County. These schemes have been identified by the Council in conjunction with the Department and Office of Public Works (OPW) with a view to preparing funding applications for the schemes.

Irrespective of the event of 24th October last it should be noted that The Eastern Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) study commenced in the Eastern district in June 2011 and will run until the end of 2015.The main aims of the Eastern CFRAM Study are to (i) assess flood risk, through the identification of flood hazard areas and the associated impacts of flooding (ii) identify viable structural and non-structural measures and options for managing the flood risks for localised high-risk areas and within the catchment as a whole, (iii) prepare a strategic Flood Risk Management Plan (FRMP) and associated Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) that sets out the measures and policies that should be pursued to achieve the most cost effective and sustainable management of flood risk, (iv) ensure that full and thorough public and stakeholder consultation and engagement is achieved.

The Eastern CFRAM Study being carried out now includes all of the rivers in the South Dublin County Council area.  A preliminary flood risk assessment has been carried out to identify areas that need further assessment to determine their risk of flooding.  For these risk areas, flood risk maps and flood hazard maps will be drawn up by 2013.  Flood Risk Management Plans (FRMPs) will be developed by 2015.  FRMPs will include measures in relation to flood prevention, protection and preparedness. Emergency response to flooding, recovery from flooding and incorporating lessons learned will be important elements of the FRMPs.  Issues such as climate change, land use practices and future development will also be addressed in the FRMPs. The public will have a right to access the CFRAMS programme information and to have their say in the development of FRMPs. 

In specific terms as a result of the flood event of 24th October 2011 and notwithstanding the outcomes of the CFRAM Study, South Dublin County Council has identified a number of areas that would significantly benefit from emergency flood alleviation works. The OPW has a “minor works” programme in place that allows Local Authorities to apply for funding of up to €500,000 per scheme. Through discussions with the OPW, the Council will be applying for this funding for interim works which will be complimentary to the overall objectives of the CFRAMS. SDCC is in the process of completing minor works / studies claim forms for submission to the OPW in the near future.  It is necessary, prior to submission of claims, to carry out various investigations and surveys and prepare appropriate drawings in support of each claim. 

The following schemes are being developed by SDCC and are being discussed on a continual basis with the OPW to ensure compliance with the requirements of the funding criteria.

Poddle

It is proposed to integrate the three elements of emergency work on the Poddle (Tymon Park attenuation, screens installation / replacement / minor channel maintenance) into a single application at an estimated cost of €500k.  To complete this application it is necessary to agree a re-design of screens with the OPW and to engage OPW nominated consultants to overview the design of these emergency works on the Poddle to ensure no negative impacts on future long term works.

It is agreed with the OPW that major drainage / channel works on the Poddle is best examined under the East CFRAM Study, given the potential scale of the works and the need to accurately assess requirements (and costs and benefits relative to other options).

Knockmore/Killinarden

The design of the appropriate swale to divert water from the Houses in Killinarden / Knockmore is being carried out in conjunction with the Parks Section and works will be carried out in the current year.  An application for funding will also be submitted for these works.

It should be noted that in addition to the above the Council’s Water & Drainage Sections have been carrying out repairs and remedial works to the network since 24th October 2011 including the clearing of debris from the channels, removing ‘at risk’ trees and shrubs from the banks, clearing culverts and screens and this work will continue in the current year.  

Q19/0212
PREVENTATIVE MEASURES FOR WATER BUILD UP

QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell

To ask the Manager if he would agree that water emanating from the road network, i.e. building up from rainfall on the road surface and/or bursting up through manholes as distinct from the overflow of a river or stream, and entering a private residence or residences in a built up urban or suburban area, is the responsibility of the Local Authority and that the Local Authority must take preventative measures to alleviate the situation.  If the Manager does not agree, can he explain why he does not agree?
REPLY:
The Council endeavours to make sure that houses are not flooded by water emanating from roadways and manholes in roadways and has and will continue to try and prevent any such occurrences by putting in extra road gulley’s and rodding and flushing surface water sewers to prevent blockages. However if the solution to preventing flooding of an individual house is economically prohibitive, it is up to this householder or his insurance company to take preventative measures themselves by having a supply of sandbags at the ready or install a flood barrier at the door or gateway.

Q20/0212
FUTURE FLOODING
QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell

To ask the Manager for a report to include:

1.    Does the Council accept that it has a role in putting in place measures that will help prevent future flooding in areas/locations/residences of the County that were flooded during 2011

2.   What other public body/bodies has responsibility for putting in place measures to help prevent future flooding in areas/locations/residences of the County that were flooded during 2011

3.   The plans in place or in train by this Council to prevent future flooding in areas/locations/residences of the County that was flooded during 2011

And to ask the Manager if he would make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:
1. The Council accepts that it has a role in putting in place measures that will help prevent future flooding in areas/locations/residences of the County that were flooded during 2011.

2. The Office of Public Works (OPW) is the lead authority under the Floods Directive and has responsibility for putting in place measures to help prevent future flooding in areas/locations/residences of the County that were flooded during 2011 in open channels like rivers or streams. They are engaged in doing CFRAMS reports for all rivers and streams in Ireland at the moment.

3. As a result of the severe flood events of 24th October 2011 South Dublin County Council are now in a position to propose certain flood alleviation schemes to minimise future flooding risks within the County. These schemes have been identified by the Council in conjunction with the Department and Office of Public Works (OPW) with a view to preparing funding applications for the schemes.

Irrespective of the event of 24th October last it should be noted that The Eastern Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) study commenced in the Eastern district in June 2011 and will run until the end of 2015.The main aims of the Eastern CFRAM Study are to (i) assess flood risk, through the identification of flood hazard areas and the associated impacts of flooding (ii) identify viable structural and non-structural measures and options for managing the flood risks for localised high-risk areas and within the catchment as a whole, (iii) prepare a strategic Flood Risk Management Plan (FRMP) and associated Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) that sets out the measures and policies that should be pursued to achieve the most cost effective and sustainable management of flood risk, (iv) ensure that full and thorough public and stakeholder consultation and engagement is achieved.

The Eastern CFRAM Study being carried out now includes all of the rivers in the South Dublin County Council area.  A preliminary flood risk assessment has been carried out to identify areas that need further assessment to determine their risk of flooding.  For these risk areas, flood risk maps and flood hazard maps will be drawn up by 2013.  Flood Risk Management Plans (FRMPs) will be developed by 2015.  FRMPs will include measures in relation to flood prevention, protection and preparedness. Emergency response to flooding, recovery from flooding and incorporating lessons learned will be important elements of the FRMPs.  Issues such as climate change, land use practices and future development will also be addressed in the FRMPs. The public will have a right to access the CFRAMS programme information and to have their say in the development of FRMPs. 

In specific terms as a result of the flood event of 24th October 2011 and notwithstanding the outcomes of the CFRAM Study, South Dublin County Council has identified a number of areas that would significantly benefit from emergency flood alleviation works. The OPW has a “minor works” programme in place that allows Local Authorities to apply for funding of up to €500,000 per scheme. Through discussions with the OPW, the Council will be applying for this funding for interim works which will be complimentary to the overall objectives of the CFRAMS. SDCC is in the process of completing minor works / studies claim forms for submission to the OPW in the near future.  It is necessary, prior to submission of claims, to carry out various investigations and surveys and prepare appropriate drawings in support of each claim. 

The following schemes are being developed by SDCC and are being discussed on a continual basis with the OPW to ensure compliance with the requirements of the funding criteria.

Poddle
It is proposed to integrate the three elements of emergency work on the Poddle (Tymon Park attenuation, screens installation / replacement / minor channel maintenance) into a single application at an estimated cost of €500k.  To complete this application it is necessary to agree a re-design of screens with the OPW and to engage OPW nominated consultants to overview the design of these emergency works on the Poddle to ensure no negative impacts on future long term works.

It is agreed with the OPW that major drainage / channel works on the Poddle is best examined under the East CFRAM Study, given the potential scale of the works and the need to accurately assess requirements (and costs and benefits relative to other options).

Knockmore/Killinarden
The design of the appropriate swale to divert water from the Houses in Killinarden / Knockmore is being carried out in conjunction with the Parks Section and works will be carried out in the current year.  An application for funding will also be submitted for these works.

It should be noted that in addition to the above the Council’s Water & Drainage Sections have been carrying out repairs and remedial works to the network since 24th October 2011 including the clearing of debris from the channels, removing ‘at risk’ trees and shrubs from the banks, clearing culverts and screens and this work will continue in the current year.  

Q21/0212
QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell

To ask the Manager for a report to include:

1. What are the estimated costs of preventing future flooding in areas / locations / residences of the County that were flooded during 2011?

2. How much money has been made available by Central Government to this Council to put in place measures that will prevent future flooding in areas / locations / residences of the County that were flooded during 2011?

3. Under what criteria can the Council fund or put in place measures to prevent future flooding areas / locations / residences of the County that were flooded during 2011?

4. What avenues are open to private householders to put in place adequate PREVENTION measures to ward off future flooding emanating from roadways as distinct from rivers or streams?

And that the Manager would make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
1.  An approximate estimate which came to €2 million was calculated for works that need to be put in place to prevent the flooding to areas in South Dublin County Council that flooded in October 2011.

2. No moneys as yet have been made available to South Dublin County Council (SDCC) by Central Government after the flooding of parts of SDCC in October 2011.

3. SDCC has and will continue to apply for funding for flood prevention works under the Office of Public Works (OPW) Minor Works Schemes. When the Dodder River CFRAMS and the East CFRAMS reports have been finalised and approved it is anticipated that works to prevent flooding will be recommended in these reports and that these works will be funded through the OPW.

4. A government fund was set up last year through the Department of Social Protection to provide humanitarian assistance towards flood damage caused in 2011. Private householders can apply for funding through this scheme or try their insurance companies.

Q22/0212
CLONDALKIN CIVIC OFFICES
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager for a report on the current use of the Clondalkin Civic Offices, the services which the residents of the County can access there by way of attendance at the Centre, the number of Council staff working there, and their Departments, the number of Councillors who have office accommodation there, and information on the use by outside organisations of the facilities and accommodation of the centre for meetings, and other purposes, and further requests the Manager to investigate the potential for increased use of the Centre for cultural, arts and other public events?
REPLY:

The Clondalkin Civic Centre is well used by the citizens of Clondalkin, Lucan and Newcastle.  

The Customer Care Centre on the ground floor provides the full range of  services to our customers mirroring the Customer Care services delivered at County Hall, and deals with over 90% of enquiries at first point of contact.  The footfall to the Counter in Clondalkin is approx 1,300 personal visitors per month.   In addition there is a full Payments' Office located within the Civic Offices where payments for Council Rents and Loans, Household Charge, Rates and Water Charges and various fines are made.   On average 250 customers use this payments office per week.   The total footfall is c 2,500 per month.

There are 30 Council Staff located in Clondalkin Civic Centre: Departments operating from within the office include Corporate Services, Community and  IT Spatial Data Team.   The Council's Staff Welfare Officers ( 2 ) use an office for meeting staff and this office is also used for meetings of a committee of retired staff of the Council  

There are also offices for Clondalkin Electoral Area Council Members.  

There is a fully functional Crèche located in the Civic Offices which employs 12 staff and caters for a total of 62 children.

In addition, accommodation is provided to other public service providers and the County Childcare Committee with a staff compliment of 8, rents accommodation on the first floor.

Meeting rooms and interview rooms on the ground floor are used by the Housing Dept staff when meeting customers. Several of the Elected Members also use these rooms to meet constituents.  MABs and the Citizen Advice Bureau also avail of this room to meet clients when it is available.

The Ante room and Chamber on the first floor are used for Area Committee and other Council related business.

 The Concourse of the Centre is used on regular basis for Events, Exhibitions and the Councils Statutory Consultation processes. 

The exhibition space within the Civic Centre is a valuable resource for local groups of Volunteers, Women’s Groups and Clubs.   Similarly several open- air events have been held within the curtliage of the building over the past number of years with the support and co-operation of this Council and it is intended to continue to make the facility available for events as outlined above subject to the availability of the required resources.

 Q23/0212
HOUSEHOLD WASTE 

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager what measures are implemented by the Council to monitor the compliance of household with the regulations on the types of household waste and recycling materials which are to be placed in different bins, now that all household bins in the County are collected and processed by private waste management companies, and if he can provide a report on the matter?
REPLY:
South Dublin County Council regulates the collection of household waste primarily through -

- the Council's 2007 Bye-laws for the Storage Presentation and Collection of Household Waste - These Bye Laws aim to regulate the presentation and segregation of waste by householders. A full review of the Bye Laws is about to be initiated.

- Waste Collection Permits issued by Dublin City Council - These Permits aim to regulate the collection services offered by the Permit holders to householders, their approach to collection, recycling and processing/treatment of waste and the environmental standards required for compliance with Waste legislation and EU Directives that apply.

Enforcement of these measures is pursued by the Council's Waste Enforcement and Litter Management Units and in co-operation with the other Dublin Waste Region Local Authorities, An Garda Siochana, the EPA and other Agencies as appropriate.

Q24/0212 
COUNCIL HOUSING LISTS

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if will give figures for the total number of eligible applicants on the Council's Housing Lists, waiting allocation, at 31st December 2011, and the comparative figures for 31st December 2010 and 2009?
REPLY:
The number of eligible applicants on the Councils Housing lists for the year end of 2009, 2010 and 2011 are as set out below.

	YEAR
	NO. ON HOUSING LIST

	2009
	8,600

	2010
	9,963

	2011
	10,060


Q25/0212
APPLICANT SOURCED HOUSING SCHEME
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he can indicate how many persons/families have made application under the Applicant Sourced Housing scheme since the scheme, how many have been allocated housing, and how many applications are currently being processed?

REPLY: 
To date the Council has received 101 applications under the Applicant Sourced Homes Scheme (ASH) of which lease terms have been agreed in 26 cases and the properties have been tenanted.  A further 10 cases are currently in process. The remaining applications did not proceed to date due to not being in a position to agree terms with the property owner or the property failed to meet leasing standards.

A further rollout of the ASH programme to persons on the housing list  is scheduled to commence shortly in tandem with Choice Based Letting as mechanisms in the provision of social housing.          

H6/0212 
DECLARATION  OF  ROADS  TO  BE  PUBLIC  ROADS

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H7a)/0212
PROPOSED  DISPOSAL  OF  PROPERTIES / SITES:  PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE DWELLINGS


It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H7b)/0212
PROPOSED  DISPOSAL  OF  PROPERTIES / SITES:  PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST - SMALL BUILDERS SCHEME AT 14 OAKWOOD GROVE, CLONDALKIN  

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Maria Mc Grath and John Mc Grath to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Maria McGrath and John McGrath have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum. 

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	14 Oakwood  Grove Clondalkin   Dublin , 22  
	John McGrath and Maria McGrath         
	02/11/1973
	Daniel and Johanna Moynihan
	€239.00 


J. Horan

_____________________

County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:
“That the Council, in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed in the foregoing report to Maria McGrath and John McGrath to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme.”
H7c)/0212
PROPOSED  DISPOSAL  OF  PROPERTIES / SITES:  PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF STRIP OF LAND AT OLD BALLYCULLEN ROAD/CASTLEFIELD 
AVENUE TO CHRIS & HELEN LAWLOR – VARIATION ON TERMS

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was 
CONSIDERED:
“The Council at its meeting held on 08/03/2010 approved the disposal of a plot of land at Old Ballycullen Road/Castlefield Avenue to Mr. Chris & Mrs. Helen Lawlor to facilitate the construction of a single dwelling subject to planning permission being granted. Minute No. H7d)/0310 refers.

The applicants subsequently submitted an application for planning permission on 3/11/2010 for the construction of a single dwelling on the site and planning permission was granted on 21/6/2011 on foot of a second application- Planning Register Reference SD11A/0065.

A submission was later made to the Council by the applicants detailing a number of factors which have impacted on the project feasibility, particularly the requirement to reduce the level of the site and provide non-standard foundations at a significant cost. As a result of the delays which have arisen in this case and the fall in value of the land from the time the site was valued initially, the applicants have also requested a re-valuation of the purchase price to enable them to obtain finance to acquire and develop the land. In light of the matters raised the Council’s Chief Valuer was requested to review the terms offered for the disposal of the site and has now recommended revised terms and conditions as set out hereunder which he considers to be fair and reasonable and which have  been accepted by the applicants.

Accordingly, I recommend that the Council dispose of an area of land comprising of an area of 1255 sq metres or thereabouts adjacent to Old Ballycullen Road/Castlefield Avenue as shown outlined in red on attached Drawing No. LA/07/10 to Chris & Helen Lawlor in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following revised terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Chief Valuer:-

1.                 That the subject land is disposed of subject to a building licence agreement allowing the construction of one dwelling only as per planning permission granted, Planning Ref: SD11A/0065. 

2.                 That the Council will dispose of the subject plot for the consideration of €80,000 (eighty thousand euro) plus VAT if applicable. 

a)     That 50% of the sum is payable within two months of date of approval of the Council of the disposal

b)     That the balance is payable upon transfer of title to the Applicants following completion of the development to the satisfaction of the Council.

3.                 That following completion of development to the satisfaction of the Council the subject land will be disposed of with full freehold title and vacant possession, subject to the Council retaining a wayleave and right of way over area shaded yellow on Drawing No LA/07/10 in order to access and maintain public services contained therein.

4.                 That the Applicants shall contact the ESB directly for its wayleave requirements regarding the MV/LV underground cables that traverse a portion of the site.

5.                 That the Applicants shall pay any stamp duty or taxes arising in this transaction.

6.                 That the Applicants shall pay the Council’s legal fees plus VAT and outlay.

7.                 That the Applicants shall pay Valuer’s fees of €1200 (twelve hundred euro) plus VAT. 

8.                 That the County Solicitor shall draft the necessary legal agreements and shall include any further terms he deems appropriate in Agreements of this nature.

9.                 No exchange enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until exchange of contracts has taken place.

The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired from Elizabeth Meade in 1980 for roads purposes. 

J. Horan 
County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Councillor M. Devine and RESOLVED:

“That the Council dispose of an area of land comprising of an area of 1255 sq metres or thereabouts adjacent to Old Ballycullen Road/Castlefield Avenue as shown outlined in red on attached Drawing No. LA/07/10 to Chris & Helen Lawlor in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the revised terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Chief Valuer in the foregoing report.”

H8/0212
PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY OVER LANEWAY BETWEEN NO. 8 and No. 10 MOORFIELD CLOSE, CLONDALKIN.   MAP REF RE:0619 

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was 
CONSIDERED:

“The attached report was CONSIDERED at the Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting on Wednesday 18th January, 2012. 

Following consideration of the report it was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor M. McDonagh and AGREED:

“That this committee recommends to the Council that the public right of way over laneway between No. 8 and No. 10 Moorfield Close, Clondalkin, Dublin 22, shown shaded red on drawing RE 0619 be extinguished.”

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right of way is a reserved function of the Council.

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required.

“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right-of-way over laneway between No. 8 and No. 10 Moorfield Close, Clondalkin, Dublin 22, shown shaded red on drawing RE 0619 be extinguished.”
MEETING OF CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE

Wednesday, January 18, 2012

HEADED ITEM NO. 5

PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY OVER LANEWAY BETWEEN NO. 8 AND  NO. 10 MOORFIELD CLOSE, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22.  MAP REF: RE 0619
The following report was submitted to the Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting on Wednesday 19th October, 2011. 

“An application has been received from the Housing Department and residents of Moorfield Close to formally extinguish the public right-of-way over laneway between No. 8 and No. 10 Moorfield Close, Clondalkin, due to anti-social behaviour and to affect the closure by means of gates.”  

Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure. 

The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in the Echo on Thursday 27th October, 2011 and signs were erected on site in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993.  The latest date for receipt of objections, representations and requests for an oral hearing was Monday 12th December, 2011. 

No submissions received.
Public Lighting - No Public Lighting issues with this proposal. 

Water & Drainage Section report – No water main, surface water sewer or foul sewer implications.                                  

Bord Gais have reported no gas mains inside the site boundary.

Eircom objects as they require access to underground and overhead plant at this location.

UPC no underground services within the area. 

ESB have no objections but insist they are contacted before the commencement of any works.

It is proposed to effect the closure by means of the erection of gates at both sides of the laneway. In the event of the Public Right Of Way being Extinguished Eircom can be given a key to the gate to access their services in the laneway.

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way is a reserved function of the Council. 

Any recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the Council.”
Bottom of Form

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor M. McDonagh   and RESOLVED:
“That South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right-of-way over laneway between No. 8 and No. 10 Moorfield Close, Clondalkin, Dublin 22, shown shaded red on drawing RE 0619 be extinguished.”

H9/0212
AUDITED AFS 2010 AND AUDIT REPORT
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was 
CONSIDERED:
“The Audited AFS 2010 can be viewed at the following link:

http://www.southdublin.ie/afs/index.aspx?year=2010”
“In accordance with Section 121 of the Local Government Act 2001, the audited Annual Financial Statement 2010 and Auditor’s Report has been circulated herewith for consideration.

These reports were previously considered by the Members at the January 2012 meeting of the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee.”
Audited AFS 2010
In accordance with Section 121 of the Local Government Act 2001, the audited Annual Financial Statement 2010 and Auditor’s Report was NOTED. 

H10/0212
AUTHORISATION OF OVER-EXPENDITURE 2011
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was 
CONSIDERED:
“In accordance with Section 104 of the Local Government Act 2001, Council approval is required for increased revenue account expenditure in 2011.  These changes to expenditure were considered during and formed part of the 2012 Budget process.

Details of expenditure changes for the various Divisions and services are set out hereunder:

	 
	Authorisation of Over-Expenditure for 2011
	 

	 
	Division and Service
	Amount of Additional Expenditure over Budget 2011

	A01
	Maintenance & Improvement of LA Housing Units
	(-337,710) 

	A03
	Housing Rent and Tenant Purchase Administration
	(-29,456) 

	A06
	Support to Housing Capital & Affordable Programme
	(-1,644,447) 

	A07
	RAS Programme
	(-352,301) 

	A08
	Housing Loans
	(-134,240) 

	A11
	Agency & Recoupable Services
	(-84,911) 

	 
	 
	 

	A
	Housing & Building Total
	(-2,583,064) 

	 
	 
	 

	B01
	NP Road - Maintenance and Improvement
	(-329,914) 

	B02
	NS Road - Maintenance and Improvement
	(-184,830) 

	B04
	Local Road - Maintenance and Improvement
	(-556,150) 

	B07
	Road Safety Engineering Improvement
	(-291,117) 

	B09
	Maintenance & Management of Car Parking
	(-99,478) 

	 
	 
	 

	B
	Road Transport & Safety Total
	(-1,461,489) 

	 
	 
	 

	C02
	Waste Water Treatment
	(-233,900) 

	 
	 
	 

	C
	Water Services Total
	(-233,900) 

	 
	 
	 

	D04
	Industrial and Commercial Facilities
	(-39,254) 

	 
	 
	 

	D
	Development Management Total
	(-39,254) 

	 
	 
	 

	E05
	Litter Management
	(-98,731) 

	E06
	Street Cleaning
	(-2,401,061) 

	E07
	Waste Regulations, Monitoring and Enforcement
	(-162,218) 

	E09
	Maintenance of Burial Grounds
	(-71,870) 

	E10
	Safety of Structures and Places
	(-263,136) 

	E11
	Operation of Fire Service
	(-389,525) 

	E13
	Water Quality, Air and Noise Pollution
	(-215,754) 

	 
	 
	 

	E
	Environmental Services Total
	(-3,602,295) 

	 
	 
	 

	F
	Recreation & Amenity
	0 

	 
	 
	 

	G04
	Veterinary Service
	(-75,295) 

	 
	 
	 

	G
	Agriculture, Education, Health & Welfare Total
	(-75,295) 

	 
	 
	 

	H03
	Administration of Rates
	(-2,748,204) 

	H04
	Franchise Costs
	(-11,311) 

	H11
	Agency & Recoupable Services
	(-26,174) 

	 
	 
	 

	H
	Miscellaneous Services Total
	(-2,785,689) 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total for All Divisions
	(-10,780,986) 


A01 Maintenance & Improvement of LA Housing Units      

Increased costs relate to special works for Balgaddy, repairs to dwellings due to severe weather, increased support and architects costs.  These costs are funded from increased incomes and savings elsewhere in Division A.

A03 Housing Rent and Tenant Purchase Administration

This increased cost relates to legal costs and other costs relating to the administration of debt management and rent assessment.

A06 Support to Housing Capital & Affordable Programme

Additional expenditure relates to increased loan charges on Voluntary Housing borrowing for which there is increased matching grant income and a change in accounting treatment for the Affordable Housing balancing journal to capital which is directly matched by an increase in income.

A07 RAS Programme

Additional expenditure relates to increased leasing activity, this is directly matched by increased grant income.

A08 Housing Loans

Increased costs relate to the redemption of Office of Public Works (OPW) loans (an increase in expenditure amounting to €63,400) and Housing Finance Agency (HFA) interest rate increases during 2011.

A11 Agency & Recoupable services

Increase in expenditure related to inspection of private rented dwellings and is matched by income from the Private Residential Tenancies Board.

B01 NP Road – Maintenance & Improvement

Increased expenditure due to works on N7 French drains; this is funded by matching grant income.

B02 NS Road – Maintenance & Improvement

Additional expenditure due to works on N81 from the Greenhills Road to the County Boundary, for which matching grant income was received.

B04 Local Road – Maintenance & Improvement

Additional expenditure related to works undertaken under the road works programme for which additional matching grant income was received.

B07 Road Safety Engineering Improvement

Increased expenditure relates to traffic related projects at various locations including Castle Road, Earlsfort, Monastery Road, Holy Family School Rathcoole, Ballyroan Road, Ballyboden Road, Scholarstown Road, Stocking Lane, Belgard Square West, Kilteel Road Snr School Rathcoole, 9th Lock, Station Road, Templeroan.

This expenditure was grant aided by the NTA 

B09 Maintenance & Management of Car Parking

Increased costs related to the extension of pay parking and additional works required on the collection machines following two severe winters, there was a corresponding increase in income.

C02 Waste Water Treatment

Additional expenditure relates to the drainage agreement payment to Dublin City Council, provisions for bad and doubtful debts for waste water and additional fuel costs.  This expenditure is funded from savings elsewhere in Division C.

D04 Industrial and Commercial Facilities

Increased expenditure relates to management fees for Grange Castle Business Park there is also increased income for Grange Castle Business Park.

E05 Litter Management

Additional expenditure relates to staff re-organisation and increased legal costs, also additional environmental awareness grants provided to community groups for which there is additional matching grant income.

 

E06 Street Cleaning

Increase due to reallocation of staff from waste collection to the operations unit which is engaged in litter picking and other duties, there is a corresponding saving in E04 – Provision of Waste Collection Services.

E07 Waste Regulations, Monitoring and Enforcement

Additional expenditure relates to costs of high court proceedings relating to a breech of conditions of a waste permit and write-off of historical bad debt for permit fees.

E09 Maintenance of Burial Grounds

Additional expenditure relates to works at Rathfarnham and Esker cemeteries and changes in accounting treatment for the fuel account in the amount of €40,000.

E10 Safety of Structures and Places

Additional expenditure mainly relates to CCTV for the public realm (€218,900) for which there is matching income.  Other increased costs include the civil defence payment to Dublin City Council (€22,700), legal fees relating to derelict sites and a minor increase in provision for emergency planning.

E11 Operation of the Fire Service

Additional expenditure relates to payments to Dublin City Council for the fire service.

Overall this over-expenditure is offset by a combination of increased incomes and expenditure savings in other areas.

E13 Water Quality, Air and Noise Pollution

Additional expenditure relates to bad debt provision and write-off of historical debt on water pollution licence fees (€130,400) and the reallocation of expenditure from Division C relating to central laboratory costs (€69,600) for which there will be a corresponding saving in Division C.

G04 Veterinary Service

Additional expenditure relates to payroll costs on a once off basis following the transfer of the management of control of horses to a contract basis.

H03 Administration of Rates

Additional expenditure relates to refunds of rates for vacant commercial properties.  

H04 Franchise Costs

Additional expenditure relates to a reallocation of staff between higher education grants and the register of electors.

H11 Agency & Recoupable Services

Additional expenditure relates mainly to refunds of the Non Principal Private Residence (NPPR) charge (€20,000), there is also increased income for this charge.”
It was resolved on the proposition of Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and AGREED that 
“In accordance with Section 104 of the Local Government Act 2001, Council approval is required for increased revenue account expenditure in 2011.  These changes to expenditure were considered during and formed part of the 2012 Budget process”.

H11/0212 
PROPOSED VARIATION OF THE COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN IN RESPECT OF BALDONNELL AERODROME
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Policy EE41 of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2010-2016 ‘Casement Aerodrome – Security Consultation Zone’ states

‘It is the policy of the Council to seek to amend the Security Zone Restriction around Casement Aerodrome so that it becomes a Security Consultation Zone, within which standard security measures will be applied in line with international best practice at military and civilian aerodromes. Furthermore, the said issue shall be brought back to this Council within one year of adoption of this Development Plan to be considered by way of variation of the Development Plan when full technical and legal advice is available to the Members’. 
Since the adoption of the Development Plan in October 2010 the Planning Department has engaged in discussions with the Department of Defence. Arising from this work a protocol which would facilitate development of zoned land within the Casement Aerodrome security zone without compromising the security of the aerodrome is proposed to be inserted into the Development Plan.  

Criteria to address security concerns, either as part of a development submission or as a condition of permission, include:

· The creation of a sterile zone between the existing Security Zone fence and the boundary of the development, subject to a minimum width of 2.5 metres.  

· The provision of a 3 metre high clear visibility fence where the development shares a boundary with the Aerodrome. 

· CCTV coverage of any new development along the aerodrome perimeter. 

· Building restrictions including distance from perimeter, site layout, limitations on windows and secure roofs.

Proposed amendments to the Development Plan have been drafted on this basis and it is proposed that these would form a Variation to the Development Plan.  

The text to be amended is contained in the Enterprise and Employment section of the Plan, and Schedule 4 ‘Casement Aerodrome, Baldonnell’.   

These amendments are attached in full as an appendix (text to be deleted shown in red strikethrough; additional text shown in green).  

 In summary, the principal amendments are as follows:

Section 3.2.23 (Enterprise and Employment) : 
Deletion of Policy EE40 ‘Restriction Area at Casement Aerodrome’
Reason: - Objective has been met.

 
Deletion of Policy EE41 ‘Casement Aerodrome - Security Consultation Zone’
Reason: - Objective has been met.

New Policy EE40:‘Requirements for Development within the Security Zone at Casement Aerodrome, Baldonnell’
Reason: - To set out the criteria for development. 

Schedule 4 – Casement Aerodrome, Baldonnell
New section:  ‘Section 1 – Requirements for Development within the Security Zone at Casement Aerodrome, Baldonnell’
Reason: - In order to reiterate in the Schedule, the provisions of new Policy EE40.

It is considered that the proposed amendments allow for a clear balance to be struck between the development of zoned land and the maintenance of appropriate security at Casement Aerodrome which will allow for the future proper planning and sustainable development of the area. 

RECOMMENDATION:
Accordingly, it is recommended to the Council that the statutory procedure for the making of a Variation to the County Development Plan be initiated on this basis.”
Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Services informed the meeting that a new protocol had been agreed with the Department of Defence and the proposed variation would go to public consultation taking security measures into consideration.

Councillors C. King and T. Ridge both supported the recommendation to go to public consultation and thanked the Manager and staff for all the additional meetings which were held to bring this matter to a conclusion.

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. McDonagh and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Section 13 of the Planning and Development Acts 2000-2011 that South Dublin County Council agreed to initiate a Variation of the County Development Plan 2010-2016 in respect of Baldonnell Aerodrome”
Appendix
H12/0212
FILLING OF VACANCY ON DUBLIN REGIONAL AUTHORITY (Councillor M. Devine)

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was 
CONSIDERED:
“The following report was presented to the Members at the Organisation, Procedure & Finance Committee Meeting held on 26th January 2012:

"The Dublin Regional Authority consists of a Board of 31 elected representatives nominated from the four Dublin local authorities operating within the Dublin Region.

South Dublin County Council is represented on the Dublin Regional Authority as follows:

Cllr. Máire Devine (Sinn Féin) 

Cllr Pamela Kearns (Labour) 

Cllr Brian Lawlor (Fine Gael) 

Cllr Guss O'Connell (Non Party) 

Cllr Eamon Walsh (Fianna Fail)

Councillor Devine has recently given notification of her resignation from the Regional Authority and it is now a matter for this Council to nominate a replacement to fill the vacancy."  End of Report to OP&F.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Devine, seconded by Councillor B. Lawlor and AGREED:

"That Councillor C. King be nominated to fill the vacancy on the Dublin Regional Authority arising from Councillor Devine’s resignation".
This matter is now before the Council for approval.”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor M. McDonagh and RESOLVED:
“That Councillor C. King be appointed to fill the vacancy on the Dublin Regional Authority arising from Councillor Devine’s resignation”.

CORRESPONDENCE FOR NOTING


Ministerial
Co1/0212
Reply, dated November 2011, from Minister for Environment regarding Greyhound R & R (M17 Oct 2011)
Other
Co2/0212
Letters, dated 11th January & 25th January 2012, from Clare County Council regarding Fracking, & Public Sector jobs
 Co3/0212
Letter, dated 26th January 2012, from Carrickmacross Town Council regarding Racism
The above letters were NOTED.

MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

M1/0212
COMMUNITY SAFETY FORA

 It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, and seconded by Councillor B. Bonner:
“That this Council recognises the benefits of work done by four Community Safety Fora in the County, requests the Manager to present a report on the collaborative activities and projects in which the Council is currently involved with the 4 CSFs, and requests the Manager to make a submission to the Minister of State Jan O’Sullivan at the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government outlining the contribution of the Fora to the 4 communities they serve in the County, confirms the Council’s support for the continued operation of the CSFs in the County, and urges the minister to secure the necessary small amount of finance to pay the wages of the 4 Co-ordinators and the continued valuable work of the Fora”

REPORT: 

“The four projects referred to in the question are the:

· North Clondalkin Community Safety Forum

· South West Safety Forum, 

· Fettercairn Estate Management 

· Killinarden Estate Management Group.

The Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government advised the Council that as part of the Government’s Comprehensive Review of Expenditure and the 2012 Estimates process, difficult decisions have had to be taken in relation to prioritising funding for core services in all programme areas.  The funding being provided to support this Department’s mainstreamed drugs projects under the Housing programme in 2012 has been reduced by 75%, i.e. from €400,000 to €100,000 (€496,000 in 2008). In respect of the four projects within South Dublin County Council the 2011 allocation was €210,000.  They advised that in this context, it is no longer possible to continue to fund the mainstreamed drugs projects within that allocation.

The Department provided pro rata funding of €52,500 for the first quarter of 2012 only as a final housing budget contribution to these projects. 

The first official correspondence on the 75%reduction was received on 13th January 2012 and officials of the Council sought an urgent meeting with the Department which was held on 19th January 2012 where the Council outlined the work of the projects and their success over the years in working with the community, Gardai, the Council and many other state agencies. The Council officials sought a reversal of the decision or alternatively look at other budget heads to assist in retaining the projects. Contact with the Department has been ongoing since the meeting of the 19th.

The view of the Department is that Drugs Task Force monies are funded by Department of Health and funding for these groups should not be funded from the DOECLG Housing Budget. 

The funding for the four projects – Fettercairn and Killinarden Estate Management Group and North Clondalkin Safety Forum and South West Clondalkin Safety Forum – was channelled through the Council from the Department to the groups and mainly provided for wages of the four workers plus miscellaneous funding for small projects and/or administration. The four workers operate to a governance structure to a management Committee – SDCC has a representative on the Committees as do a number of other relevant state agencies and groups. 

The workers have been an asset to the local communities, the Council and all other relevant state agencies in terms of information from within the local community, organising clean ups, summer projects, events, Local Policing Fora, working on joint projects generally funded in the main by the Councils well as providing a representational role on a number of fora in the area. They are of value particularly in terms of their independent role within communities; particularly disadvantaged communities, and providing a valuable link between those communities and state agencies including the local authority. Their link specifically with the Council has been one of positive influence in tackling crime, anti social behaviour - all complex and sensitive issues - in addition to promoting the pro social behaviour agenda and providing confidence in the community in a partnership approach.

Their value and evidence based work is especially crucial to the work and efforts of the Drugs Task Forces also and underpins pillars of the National Drugs Strategy. Drugs Task Forces have a key role under the National Drugs Strategy in responding to the drug problem in their areas and Community engagement is key to the successful implementation of the national drug strategy and to developing responses to emerging needs at a local level. 

The Department had advised that the Council should determine if the projects can be supported within the overall mainstream functions due to the close alignment of the projects with the general housing functions. They further advised that it would be a matter for all public funding bodies as part of the consultation process to identify resources to deliver on the overall objectives of the reconfigured projects beyond end of March 2012. The Council adopted its Budget for 2012 on 15th December 2011 and it is not possible to fund the four projects for the year as necessary funds are not available without effecting the works and service delivery as provided for.

Council officials have, since the meeting with the DOECLG, also met with Dodder Valley and CPLN Partnerships on 27th January 2012 and also attended a meeting with elected members and the project promoters on Monday 30th January 2012 at which the support of other relevant groups was sought and has continued dialogue with the Department officials on the matter. The Council is also aware that the Minister of State, Deputy Shortall, who has responsibility for the national drugs strategy, is currently undertaking a review of the structures that underpin the strategy at local, regional and national level. This will include how current funding structures can be improved or streamlined, particularly with local and regional drugs task forces.

In a letter dated 3rd February 2012 the Department has advised the Council that :-

"As you know, following the Government’s Comprehensive Review of Expenditure and the 2012 Estimates process, the funding to support the Department’s mainstreamed drugs projects in 2012 has been reduced by 75%, i.e. from €400,000 to €100,000.  In that context, it is not possible to continue to fund the mainstreamed drugs projects within that allocation.  You are also aware that the Department had agreed to facilitate a consultation process, in conjunction with the Council, the relevant local drugs task forces, Department of Health, HSE and other key funders, with a view to identifying alternative streams of funding to support the projects for 2012 and beyond.  Furthermore, while this consultation process is taking place, the Department also agreed to provide pro rata funding to support the projects for the first quarter of 2012 only.
I now wish to advise you that, in order to ensure that projects have sufficient time to identify alternative streams of funding and/or to undertake a reconfiguration of project tasks and priorities, the Department will provide additional pro rata funding to support the projects for the second quarter of 2012, i.e. to 30 June 2012. " 
Please note that this funding is being provided strictly on a once off basis and on the clear understanding that it represents an extension of the transitional arrangement only, thereby providing projects with sufficient time to undertake a fully comprehensive consultation to identify future alternative funding mechanisms.  This payment represents the final housing budget contribution to the projects and no further mainstreamed funding will be provided by the Department.  As previously, outlined, it will be a matter for other public funding bodies to identify the resources to deliver on the overall objectives of the reconfigured projects beyond end June 2012."
The Council will continue to work with the Department and all other stakeholders on this issue.”
It was proposed by the Mayor, Councillor C. Jones, that as there were a number of motions of similar subject matter on the agenda, namely Motion Nos. 6, 9 and 13 she proposed, subject to the approval of the members,  to consider these motions in tandem with Motion 1. This was unanimously approved.

M6/0212
It was proposed by Councillor M. Devine, seconded by Councillor C. King:

“That this Council:

· Condemns the decision by the Minister for the Environment Phil Hogan to cut funding from community safety forum/estate management posts in South Dublin County
· Requests the Manager to provide a detailed report on the circumstances surrounding this cut and the impact it will have on the staff and services provided by the staff concerned

· Acknowledges the important work carried out by the community safety forum/estate management staff in promoting community safety
· Believes that these cuts and the loss of the workers will result in a significant loss of important community services

· Agrees to forward a letter on behalf of the Council to the Minister for the Environment Phil Hogan outlining the Councils concerns on this matter and calling on him to reverse the cut
· Instructs the Management to explore possible alternative sources of funding from within Council resources to ensure the continuation of these posts and the services they provide”

REPORT: 

“The four projects referred to in the question are the:

· North Clondalkin Community Safety Forum

· South West Safety Forum, 

· Fettercairn Estate Management 

· Killinarden Estate Management Group.

The Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government advised the Council that as part of the Government’s Comprehensive Review of Expenditure and the 2012 Estimates process, difficult decisions have had to be taken in relation to prioritising funding for core services in all programme areas.  The funding being provided to support this Department’s mainstreamed drugs projects under the Housing programme in 2012 has been reduced by 75%, i.e. from €400,000 to €100,000 (€496,000 in 2008). In respect of the four projects within South Dublin County Council the 2011 allocation was €210,000.  They advised that in this context, it is no longer possible to continue to fund the mainstreamed drugs projects within that allocation.

The Department provided pro rata funding of €52,500 for the first quarter of 2012 only as a final housing budget contribution to these projects. 

The first official correspondence on the 75%reduction was received on 13th January 2012 and officials of the Council sought an urgent meeting with the Department which was held on 19th January 2012 where the Council outlined the work of the projects and their success over the years in working with the community, Gardai, the Council and many other state agencies. The Council officials sought a reversal of the decision or alternatively look at other budget heads to assist in retaining the projects. Contact with the Department has been ongoing since the meeting of the 19th.

The view of the Department is that Drugs Task Force monies are funded by Department of Health and funding for these groups should not be funded from the DOECLG Housing Budget. 

The funding for the four projects – Fettercairn and Killinarden Estate Management Group and North Clondalkin Safety Forum and South West Clondalkin Safety Forum – was channelled through the Council from the Department to the groups and mainly provided for wages of the four workers plus miscellaneous funding for small projects and/or administration. The four workers operate to a governance structure to a management Committee – SDCC has a representative on the Committees as do a number of other relevant state agencies and groups. 

The workers have been an asset to the local communities, the Council and all other relevant state agencies in terms of information from within the local community, organising clean ups, summer projects, events, Local Policing Fora, working on joint projects generally funded in the main by the Councils well as providing a representational role on a number of fora in the area. They are of value particularly in terms of their independent role within communities, particularly disadvantaged communities, and providing a valuable link between those communities and state agencies including the local authority. Their link specifically with the Council has been one of positive influence in tackling crime, anti social behaviour - all complex and sensitive issues - in addition to promoting the pro social behaviour agenda and providing confidence in the community in a partnership approach.

Their value and evidence based work is especially crucial to the work and efforts of the Drugs Task Forces also and underpins pillars of the National Drugs Strategy. Drugs Task Forces have a key role under the National Drugs Strategy in responding to the drug problem in their areas and Community engagement is key to the successful implementation of the national drug strategy and to developing responses to emerging needs at a local level. 

The Department had advised that the Council should determine if the projects can be supported within the overall mainstream functions due to the close alignment of the projects with the general housing functions. They further advised that it would be a matter for all public funding bodies as part of the consultation process to identify resources to deliver on the overall objectives of the reconfigured projects beyond end of March 2012. The Council adopted its Budget for 2012 on 15th December 2011 and it is not possible to fund the four projects for the year as necessary funds are not available without effecting the works and service delivery as provided for.

Council officials have, since the meeting with the DOECLG, also met with Dodder Valley and CPLN Partnerships on 27th January 2012 and also attended a meeting with elected members and the project promoters on Monday 30th January 2012 at which the support of other relevant groups was sought and has continued dialogue with the Department officials on the matter. The Council is also aware that the Minister of State, Deputy Shortall, who has responsibility for the national drugs strategy, is currently undertaking a review of the structures that underpin the strategy at local, regional and national level. This will include how current funding structures can be improved or streamlined, particularly with local and regional drugs task forces.

In a letter dated 3rd February 2012 the Department has advised the Council that :-

"As you know, following the Government’s Comprehensive Review of Expenditure and the 2012 Estimates process, the funding to support the Department’s mainstreamed drugs projects in 2012 has been reduced by 75%, i.e. from €400,000 to €100,000.  In that context, it is not possible to continue to fund the mainstreamed drugs projects within that allocation.  You are also aware that the Department had agreed to facilitate a consultation process, in conjunction with the Council, the relevant local drugs task forces, Department of Health, HSE and other key funders, with a view to identifying alternative streams of funding to support the projects for 2012 and beyond.  Furthermore, while this consultation process is taking place, the Department also agreed to provide pro rata funding to support the projects for the first quarter of 2012 only.
I now wish to advise you that, in order to ensure that projects have sufficient time to identify alternative streams of funding and/or to undertake a reconfiguration of project tasks and priorities, the Department will provide additional pro rata funding to support the projects for the second quarter of 2012, i.e. to 30 June 2012. " 
Please note that this funding is being provided strictly on a once off basis and on the clear understanding that it represents an extension of the transitional arrangement only, thereby providing projects with sufficient time to undertake a fully comprehensive consultation to identify future alternative funding mechanisms.  This payment represents the final housing budget contribution to the projects and no further mainstreamed funding will be provided by the Department.  As previously, outlined, it will be a matter for other public funding bodies to identify the resources to deliver on the overall objectives of the reconfigured projects beyond end June 2012."
The Council will continue to work with the Department and all other stakeholders on this issue.”
Councillor E. Tuffy proposed an amendment to Motion 6 as follows: that the words “from within Council resources” be deleted from the last point.  This proposal was seconded by Councillor Jones:

“That this Council:

· Condemns the decision by the Minister for the Environment Phil Hogan to cut funding from community safety forum/estate management posts in South Dublin County

· Requests the Manager to provide a detailed report on the circumstances surrounding this cut and the impact it will have on the staff and services provided by the staff concerned

· Acknowledges the important work carried out by the community safety forum/estate management staff in promoting community safety

· Believes that these cuts and the loss of the workers will result in a significant loss of important community services

· Agrees to forward a letter on behalf of the Council to the Minister for the Environment Phil Hogan outlining the Councils concerns on this matter and calling on him to reverse the cut

· Instructs the Management to explore possible alternative sources of funding to ensure the continuation of these posts and the services they provide.”
M9/0212
It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor P.  Kearns:

“That this Council, being extremely concerned for the future of community based and voluntary activity in the County so vital to the well being of our residents, fully supports the current campaigns against the cuts in the Community Employment Scheme and Community Safety Forums and calls on the Government to restore the funding for these important initiatives so critical to the quality of life to so many communities.  Furthermore, this Council requests that the Government publish a White Paper on the Community and Voluntary Sector so that a debate can take place on how this sector can be supported and funded in the context of the rationalization that is taking place across the disbursement and allocation of public funds. That this motion if approved be copied to all other local authorities.”

REPORT 

“The four projects referred to in the question are the:

· North Clondalkin Community Safety Forum

· South West Safety Forum, 

· Fettercairn Estate Management 

· Killinarden Estate Management Group.

The Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government advised the Council that as part of the Government’s Comprehensive Review of Expenditure and the 2012 Estimates process, difficult decisions have had to be taken in relation to prioritising funding for core services in all programme areas.  The funding being provided to support this Department’s mainstreamed drugs projects under the Housing programme in 2012 has been reduced by 75%, i.e. from €400,000 to €100,000 (€496,000 in 2008). In respect of the four projects within South Dublin County Council the 2011 allocation was €210,000.  They advised that in this context, it is no longer possible to continue to fund the mainstreamed drugs projects within that allocation.

The Department provided pro rata funding of €52,500 for the first quarter of 2012 only as a final housing budget contribution to these projects. 

The first official correspondence on the 75%reduction was received on 13th January 2012 and officials of the Council sought an urgent meeting with the Department which was held on 19th January 2012 where the Council outlined the work of the projects and their success over the years in working with the community, Gardai, the Council and many other state agencies. The Council officials sought a reversal of the decision or alternatively look at other budget heads to assist in retaining the projects. Contact with the Department has been ongoing since the meeting of the 19th.

The view of the Department is that Drugs Task Force monies are funded by Department of Health and funding for these groups should not be funded from the DOECLG Housing Budget. 

The funding for the four projects – Fettercairn and Killinarden Estate Management Group and North Clondalkin Safety Forum and South West Clondalkin Safety Forum – was channelled through the Council from the Department to the groups and mainly provided for wages of the four workers plus miscellaneous funding for small projects and/or administration. The four workers operate to a governance structure to a management Committee – SDCC has a representative on the Committees as do a number of other relevant state agencies and groups. 

The workers have been an asset to the local communities, the Council and all other relevant state agencies in terms of information from within the local community, organising clean ups, summer projects, events, Local Policing Fora, working on joint projects generally funded in the main by the Councils well as providing a representational role on a number of fora in the area. They are of value particularly in terms of their independent role within communities; particularly disadvantaged communities, and providing a valuable link between those communities and state agencies including the local authority. Their link specifically with the Council has been one of positive influence in tackling crime, anti social behaviour - all complex and sensitive issues - in addition to promoting the pro social behaviour agenda and providing confidence in the community in a partnership approach.

Their value and evidence based work is especially crucial to the work and efforts of the Drugs Task Forces also and underpins pillars of the National Drugs Strategy. Drugs Task Forces have a key role under the National Drugs Strategy in responding to the drug problem in their areas and Community engagement is key to the successful implementation of the national drug strategy and to developing responses to emerging needs at a local level. 

The Department had advised that the Council should determine if the projects can be supported within the overall mainstream functions due to the close alignment of the projects with the general housing functions. They further advised that it would be a matter for all public funding bodies as part of the consultation process to identify resources to deliver on the overall objectives of the reconfigured projects beyond end of March 2012. The Council adopted its Budget for 2012 on 15th December 2011 and it is not possible to fund the four projects for the year as necessary funds are not available without effecting the works and service delivery as provided for.

Council officials have, since the meeting with the DOECLG, also met with Dodder Valley and CPLN Partnerships on 27th January 2012 and also attended a meeting with elected members and the project promoters on Monday 30th January 2012 at which the support of other relevant groups was sought and has continued dialogue with the Department officials on the matter. The Council is also aware that the Minister of State, Deputy Shortall, who has responsibility for the national drugs strategy, is currently undertaking a review of the structures that underpin the strategy at local, regional and national level. This will include how current funding structures can be improved or streamlined, particularly with local and regional drugs task forces.

In a letter dated 3rd February 2012 the Department has advised the Council that :-

"As you know, following the Government’s Comprehensive Review of Expenditure and the 2012 Estimates process, the funding to support the Department’s mainstreamed drugs projects in 2012 has been reduced by 75%, i.e. from €400,000 to €100,000.  In that context, it is not possible to continue to fund the mainstreamed drugs projects within that allocation.  You are also aware that the Department had agreed to facilitate a consultation process, in conjunction with the Council, the relevant local drugs task forces, Department of Health, HSE and other key funders, with a view to identifying alternative streams of funding to support the projects for 2012 and beyond.  Furthermore, while this consultation process is taking place, the Department also agreed to provide pro rata funding to support the projects for the first quarter of 2012 only.
I now wish to advise you that, in order to ensure that projects have sufficient time to identify alternative streams of funding and/or to undertake a reconfiguration of project tasks and priorities, the Department will provide additional pro rata funding to support the projects for the second quarter of 2012, i.e. to 30 June 2012. " 
Please note that this funding is being provided strictly on a once off basis and on the clear understanding that it represents an extension of the transitional arrangement only, thereby providing projects with sufficient time to undertake a fully comprehensive consultation to identify future alternative funding mechanisms.  This payment represents the final housing budget contribution to the projects and no further mainstreamed funding will be provided by the Department.  As previously, outlined, it will be a matter for other public funding bodies to identify the resources to deliver on the overall objectives of the reconfigured projects beyond end June 2012."
The Council will continue to work with the Department and all other stakeholders on this issue.”
M13/0212
COMMUNITY SAFETY FORUM

It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, and seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan:
“That this Council condemns the 75% cut  by the Dept of Environment, Community & Local Government for Mainstreamed Drugs Funding in respect of North Clondalkin Community Safety Forum/South West Safety Forum, Fettercairn Estate Management, and Killinarden Estate Management Project, and requests the Manager to outline the extent of consultation, if any, between the Dept and this Council, and to take all appropriate action to ensure the restoration of necessary funding to these essential projects!”
REPORT: 

“The four projects referred to in the question are the:

· North Clondalkin Community Safety Forum

· South West Safety Forum, 

· Fettercairn Estate Management 

· Killinarden Estate Management Group.

The Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government advised the Council that as part of the Government’s Comprehensive Review of Expenditure and the 2012 Estimates process, difficult decisions have had to be taken in relation to prioritising funding for core services in all programme areas.  The funding being provided to support this Department’s mainstreamed drugs projects under the Housing programme in 2012 has been reduced by 75%, i.e. from €400,000 to €100,000 (€496,000 in 2008). In respect of the four projects within South Dublin County Council the 2011 allocation was €210,000.  They advised that in this context, it is no longer possible to continue to fund the mainstreamed drugs projects within that allocation.

The Department provided pro rata funding of €52,500 for the first quarter of 2012 only as a final housing budget contribution to these projects. 

The first official correspondence on the 75%reduction was received on 13th January 2012 and officials of the Council sought an urgent meeting with the Department which was held on 19th January 2012 where the Council outlined the work of the projects and their success over the years in working with the community, Gardai, the Council and many other state agencies. The Council officials sought a reversal of the decision or alternatively look at other budget heads to assist in retaining the projects. Contact with the Department has been ongoing since the meeting of the 19th.

The view of the Department is that Drugs Task Force monies are funded by Department of Health and funding for these groups should not be funded from the DOECLG Housing Budget. 

The funding for the four projects – Fettercairn and Killinarden Estate Management Group and North Clondalkin Safety Forum and South West Clondalkin Safety Forum – was channelled through the Council from the Department to the groups and mainly provided for wages of the four workers plus miscellaneous funding for small projects and/or administration. The four workers operate to a governance structure to a management Committee – SDCC has a representative on the Committees as do a number of other relevant state agencies and groups. 

The workers have been an asset to the local communities, the Council and all other relevant state agencies in terms of information from within the local community, organising clean ups, summer projects, events, Local Policing Fora, working on joint projects generally funded in the main by the Council as well as providing a representational role on a number of fora in the area. They are of value particularly in terms of their independent role within communities, particularly disadvantaged communities, and providing a valuable link between those communities and state agencies including the local authority. Their link specifically with the Council has been one of positive influence in tackling crime, anti social behaviour - all complex and sensitive issues - in addition to promoting the pro social behaviour agenda and providing confidence in the community in a partnership approach.

Their value and evidence based work is especially crucial to the work and efforts of the Drugs Task Forces also and underpins pillars of the National Drugs Strategy. Drugs Task Forces have a key role under the National Drugs Strategy in responding to the drug problem in their areas and Community engagement is key to the successful implementation of the national drug strategy and to developing responses to emerging needs at a local level. 

The Department had advised that the Council should determine if the projects can be supported within the overall mainstream functions due to the close alignment of the projects with the general housing functions. They further advised that it would be a matter for all public funding bodies as part of the consultation process to identify resources to deliver on the overall objectives of the reconfigured projects beyond end of March 2012. The Council adopted its Budget for 2012 on 15th December 2011 and it is not possible to fund the four projects for the year as necessary funds are not available without effecting the works and service delivery as provided for.

Council officials have, since the meeting with the DOECLG, also met with Dodder Valley and CPLN Partnerships on 27th January 2012 and also attended a meeting with elected members and the project promoters on Monday 30th January 2012 at which the support of other relevant groups was sought and has continued dialogue with the Department officials on the matter. 

The Council is also aware that the Minister of State, Deputy Shortall, who has responsibility for the national drugs strategy, is currently undertaking a review of the structures that underpin the strategy at local, regional and national level. This will include how current funding structures can be improved or streamlined, particularly with local and regional drugs task forces.

In a letter dated 3rd February 2012 the Department has advised the Council that :-

"As you know, following the Government’s Comprehensive Review of Expenditure and the 2012 Estimates process, the funding to support the Department’s mainstreamed drugs projects in 2012 has been reduced by 75%, i.e. from €400,000 to €100,000.  In that context, it is not possible to continue to fund the mainstreamed drugs projects within that allocation.  You are also aware that the Department had agreed to facilitate a consultation process, in conjunction with the Council, the relevant local drugs task forces, Department of Health, HSE and other key funders, with a view to identifying alternative streams of funding to support the projects for 2012 and beyond.  Furthermore, while this consultation process is taking place, the Department also agreed to provide pro rata funding to support the projects for the first quarter of 2012 only.
I now wish to advise you that, in order to ensure that projects have sufficient time to identify alternative streams of funding and/or to undertake a reconfiguration of project tasks and priorities, the Department will provide additional pro rata funding to support the projects for the second quarter of 2012, i.e. to 30 June 2012. " 
Please note that this funding is being provided strictly on a once off basis and on the clear understanding that it represents an extension of the transitional arrangement only, thereby providing projects with sufficient time to undertake a fully comprehensive consultation to identify future alternative funding mechanisms.  This payment represents the final housing budget contribution to the projects and no further mainstreamed funding will be provided by the Department.  As previously, outlined, it will be a matter for other public funding bodies to identify the resources to deliver on the overall objectives of the reconfigured projects beyond end June 2012."
The Council will continue to work with the Department and all other stakeholders on this issue.”
The following members contributed to the debate:  Councillors B. Bonner, C. King, G. O’Connell, J. Hannon, T. Gilligan, E. Tuffy, M. Devine, M. Corr, G. Kenny, P. Kearns,  M. McDonagh and T. Ridge and the following are the main issues raised:

· Shock which had been expressed by all Members when the extent of cuts to funding was announced.  
· Level of decrease in spending approximately 75%

· Insufficient notice of drastic cuts

· “Stay of execution” from 3 to 6 months acknowledged but following that the affect of no more funding would have a huge detrimental effect on the County.  

· Positive impact of the workers,  who also engage with other agencies,  on  their communities
· Gratitude to the Council for their efforts to identify possible funding from within its own budgets but realized that this was an impossible task with current budgetary restraints.
· Central Government should not be withdrawing funding from the Council 
· Call for a “White Paper” in relation to funding and contributions to the Voluntary Sector.  

· Sentiments of the Motions, if passed, to be circulated to all Local Authorities. 
· Value of the projects and the need for an economic audit on the consequences of not having them / detrimental effect on communities.  Amount of money involved quite small when compared with the positive impact on communities battling with anti-social problems
· Compliment Mr Billy Coman and his staff on their work in this area and denounced the lack of consultation by the Government on this blanket cut. 
· Need to keep pressure on the Minister to reverse this decision

· Work of both voluntary and council staff which was now deeply embedded and respected in communities

· Loss of CE Schemes which give dignity to so many people will be a retrograde step

Director of Services Mr. B. Coman acknowledged the many projects carried out of the past years and spoke of his regret that the Council would not be in a position to provide the alternative funding required to maintain the 4 projects.  He advised that he examined the Housing and Community budgets discretionary funding as adopted by Council and any monies that can be identified would result in works programmes not been carried out in 2012 but cautioned that the problem was sustainability of the projects into the future.  Nonetheless, staff would continue to liaise with relevant stakeholders. Mr Coman also advised that, during discussions with the officials of the DOECLG, their view was that the Council should seek to reconfigure Estate Management in line with Housing policies but as outlined this would have an effect on the adopted budgets for 2012.  Mr Coman stated that he hoped to partake in the round table talks being pursued with the relevant Ministers, but considered that the responsibility for the issue fell within the remit of Minister Roisin Shorthall’s Department.
Councillors thanked the Manager for his support and requested a Headed Item at the April meeting to assess any progress made.

Motions 1, 6 (As Amended), 9 and 13 were PASSED unanimously.

M2/0212
PRISONS

In accordance with Standing Order No 13, the following motion in the name of Councillor B. Lawlor was MOVED and RE-ENTERED:
“That this council writes to the Minister of Justice, requesting that his office undertakes to do a feasibility study on having privately run prisons.”

REPORT: 

“If the motion is passed the terms of the motion will be forwarded to the Minister and, when received, a copy of the reply will be circulated to the Members.”

M3/0212
BUS FARES
It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:
“That this council contacts the Minister for Transport to reverse the increase in bus fares”

REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the sentiments of the members will be conveyed to the Minister for Transport.”
Councillors J. Hannon, C. Bond, T. Gilligan and P. Cosgrave spoke in support of the Motion and the main points raised included:

· the increase in bus fares at this time acted as a dis-incentive to people to use buses  
·  that the local authority should have more input into public transport 
· wider transport issues needed to be explored.

Councillors C. Brophy and E. Tuffy did not support the Motion.

The Mayor asked for a “show of hands” with the following result:

In favour – 10

Against – 10

Abstained – 0

In accordance with Standing Order No 45 as there was an equality of votes, the motion was then considered by way of casting vote of the Mayor, who voted in favour of the Motion.
The Motion was PASSED.
M4/0212
N81 IMPROVEMENT SCHEME
 It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor D. Looney: 

“That this Council acknowledges and supports the many concerns of residents in South Dublin County in relation to the Emerging Preferred Route - N81 Hollywood Cross to Tallaght Rd. Improvement Scheme.”

REPORT:
“The Kildare National Road Design Office are in the process of preparing the Route Selection report for the above project. The public consultation processes held to date, along with significant analysis under a full range of headings will influence the decisions made by the design office. In additional a peer review analysis in parallel with a further public consultation in accordance with the National Roads Authority Project Management Guidelines will take place in late February. South Dublin County Council have been represented at Senior Engineer Level on the steering group for the N81. Every point of interest or concern raised by the public or elected members regarding the N81 has been brought to the attention of the design team.”
Councillor Corr accepted the Manager’s report which was NOTED.

M5/0212
DATA PROTECTION
It was proposed Councillor T. Gilligan, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:

“To ask the manager to clarify if there were / are any data protection issues with the transfer of customers’ information to Greyhound Waste. Currently Data Protection are probing if there is any unlawful activity with the transfer of the data on DCC?”

REPORT:
“South Dublin County Council took every precaution and ensured that the transfer of customer data was carried out in accordance and compliance with the Data Protection Act. There are no issues arising from the sale of this Council's service.

South Dublin County Council is not in a position to comment on any issues relating to Dublin City Council.”
In moving the motion Councillor Gilligan initially considered the Manager’s response insufficient and asked if the Council had transferred any customers’ bank details to any private company, and also suggested that he was not provided with information in relation to the sale of the Council’s waste collection service. 
Councillor C. Brophy stated that he believed that no breach of data had occurred. 

Deputy County Manager, Ms P. Poole responded and confirmed that the Council did not provide any personal data to Greyhound, and highlighted that Members had a full presentation in relation to the disposal of the waste service at 2012 budget time - the presentation included detail on the sale process, main points of sale agreement, consideration, value of sale etc. and advised that this the presentation was freely available on Members net. and CMAS.
The Manager’s report was NOTED.

M7/0212
CLOUD COMPUTING

 It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor C. Jones:

“That this council noting the Government’s commitment to supporting Ireland’s cloud computing sector and further noting the recent and planned investment in South Dublin County for the provision of data centre’s which are a key element in facilitating cloud computing; requests the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise & Innovation and IDA Ireland to prioritise South Dublin County; and in particular Grange Castle International Business Park, for further targeted investment in developing a cloud computing industry and research cluster and centre of excellence.”

REPORT:
“Council and the IDA have been marketing Grange Castle Business Park to attract major foreign direct investment and have concentrated mainly on IT and Biotechnology sectors. All necessary infrastructures have been put in place to meet their requirements particularly in the areas of power and broadband which is critical for developments in these sectors. It is fair to say that Grange Castle Business Park is best placed nationwide to attract these types of investments.

South Dublin County Council in partnership with IDA were successful in persuading Wyeths ( Pfizer),Takeda Ireland, Cuisine de France and set up their facilities in Grange Castle Business Park. The decision by Microsoft to establish its first ever data centre outside the USA in Grange Castle Business Park was a significant boost not only to South Dublin but to Ireland as well. The facility in Grange Castle has been so successful that they have commenced construction of phase 2 (11,090 sq. m) of the development much earlier than anticipated.

Both the Council And IDA more recently have played an active role in facilitating the establishment of two other data centres , Digital Realty Trust and Google, in Profile Park which is adjacent to Grange Castle. Works are ongoing in respect of a further major data centre in the Tallaght area of South Dublin. 

Cloud Computing is a major new industry that is revolutionising the way that information technology is developed and used. The Cloud will deliver enormous benefits for to business, state and private users and create exciting opportunities for new and existing companies to provide new services and new markets. It can also substantially reduce the costs of businesses.

Grange Castle Business Park and the surrounding area was identified as an ideal location for the development of a “free trading zone” to cluster mega data centres whish would support international innovation and R&D centres. These were a core component of the successful submission to Your Country Your Call as part of The Data Island Strategy. 

It is the Councils intentions to be at the forefront of seeking to have Grange Castle Business Park become a world centre of this important new industry. 

To this end the Council in partnership with ESB and others recently completed a major project to provide an additional 110KV circuits from Inchicore to Grange Castle. Looking to the future and to ensure the availability and security of power supply the Council have been in discussions with Eirgrid and ESB to promote and ensure the construction of a new 220KV station in the Adamstown area at an early date.  The IDA has been aware of the Councils aspirations and our capacity to meet the requirements of those involved in Cloud Computing services. 

If the motion is passed the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation will be notified of the contents of the Motion.”
Councillor Lavelle paid tribute to Management on their success to date in the Grange Castle Business Park.  He referred to Grange Castle as becoming a centre of excellence and stated the Council should be at the fore in efforts to secure investment.

Deputy County Manager Ms. P. Poole responded citing Grange Castle’s ideal location, the success in securing companies such as Microsoft to date and looked forward to welcoming many more companies to Grange Castle into the future.

M8/0212
TIDY TOWNS
It was proposed by Councillor E. Higgins, seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle: 


“That the Manager report on what resources will be made available to villages and towns wishing to, for their first time, take part in the Tidy Towns Competition.”

REPORT:
The National Tidy Towns competition is an annual competition organised by the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government with the support of the main sponsor SuperValu and many other agencies.

The competition involves participating areas being rated on all aspects of their local environment and prizes awarded to the best under many different categories. The overall winner is "Ireland's Tidiest Town" which is announced at a national ceremony in September each year. The competition is a positive community development with all agencies in area working together towards a common goal of improving their area.  The progress of an area is monitored and detailed feedback provided. Register here for the latest Tidy Towns pack.

In South Dublin County, there is one applicant  in the competition - Lucan. In order to generate interest in the concept and encourage citizens, businesses and groups to get involved, the Council has arranged for a public meeting to be held in Tallaght Stadium on Thursday 16th February at 7.30pm. The public can reserve a place online .  Speakers will include an adjudicator from Tidy Towns, a Public Realm Designer, a representative from Lucan Tidy Towns and a representative from Dublin Waste. Many organisations will be present including South Dublin County Volunteer Centre, An Taisce's Green Homes and Clondalkin Community Recycling Initiative CCRI. In addition the Council will have information available on the many supports available to the public including information on community clean up supports which are now processed through the Social Credits System, information on cleansing and operations, recycling and waste minimisation information. The Tidy Town programme affords all the agencies and residents the opportunity to work together towards creating a good place to live and this may be used to prioritise work undertaken by the Council in areas involved in |Tidy Towns. The Echo newspaper group have given their support to the project and will report on progress on a weekly basis.  

Councillor Higgins acknowledged the publicity surrounding the upcoming Tidy Town promotional event, but requested further information at the level of resources being made available to assist towns and villages who wished to take part in Tidy Towns Competition.

Director of Services Mr. J. Quinlivan responded that full information regarding the Competition and Social Credits Scheme will be available on the night.  He outlined some of the activities which communities can engage in to earn Social Credit and if the Member wished he would speak to her if she had any specific concerns or queries.

The Report was NOTED.
M10/0212
NPPR CHARGES
 It was by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:

“That this council calls on the Minister for Environment, Community and local government to conduct a review of the current NPPR charges as laid down in the Local Government Charge Act 2009.”

REPORT: 

“If the motion is passed the terms of the motion will be forwarded to the Minister and, when received, a copy of the reply will be circulated to the Members.”
As Motion 14 (M14) submitted by Councillor W. Lavelle was of similar subject matter, the Mayor Councillor C. Jones agreed with the consent of the Members to take this item out of sequence for consideration with Motion 10:

M14/0212
NPPR PAYMENT ARRANGEMENTS

It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor C. Jones:

“That this council calls on the Department of Environment, Communities & Local Government and the Local Government Management Agency to reform the payment arrangements for the Non-Principal Private Residence charge such that residents in arrears who wish to pay the full outstanding amount due (including late payment fees) are allowed, subject to local management discretion, to enter an agreed schedule for payment by installment.”

REPORT:
“The Non Principle Private Residence Charge was first introduced in 2009  by the Local Government (Charges) Act 2009.(To view the Act please click legislation) 

Information about the NPPR Charge is available online at www.nppr.ie but the following is a brief summary of the NPPR charge and related obligations on individuals to declare and pay the charge and on local authorities to enforce the legislation. 
· Section 5 of the Act provides that persons who on the liability date are liable to pay this charge shall make and provide to the relevant local authority concerned a declaration to that effect.  

· The charge is set at an annual rate of €200 per non principal private residence 

· The liability date for the purposes of ownership of qualifying property is 31 March - property owners have until 30 June to pay the charge before incurring penalties.  Charges paid after 30th June attract a late payment fee of €20 a month. 

· Section 7 of the Act provides that any charge or late payment fee due and unpaid by the owner shall remain a charge on the property to which it relates.  

· Section 12 provides that persons found to be guilty of the offence of non payment and non declaration can be held liable to a conviction or a fine not exceeding €2,000.  

The Charge is based on self declaration. A declaration of ownership of the property in question by way of registration is necessary when a Householder is paying the charge for the first time on a property. Payment can be made online at www.nppr.ie.

The following exemptions in relation to liability, 

1.    Principal Private Residences 

2.    Where a person partly occupies a dwelling as his or her sole or main residence and avails of the Revenue Commissioners’ Rent-a-Room Scheme 

3.    Discretionary trusts or corporate bodies that are accorded charitable status 

4.    Where a person is moving house and, in the process, owns two houses for a relatively short period. 

5.    Joint ownership of a property after a divorce or separation agreement where the second residence becomes the primary residence of one party.

6.    Where a person who owns a principal private residence vacates the dwelling in question because he or she is long-term incapacitated as a result of physical or mental illness 

7.    Where a residence is occupied rent-free by a relative of the owner and the owner resides on the same property or within two kilometres of .the residence in question.

8.   Where a landlord and a Local Authority have a signed contract in place under the Rental Accommodation Scheme for a property, on the liability date  31st July 2009 and 31st March  2010 and 2011  the property is exempt from the NPPR charge. This exemption has not been provided for in 2012.

As stated above, and in accordance with the legislation, the liability and charge is based on self declaration. As a result invoices are not issued. 

The NPPR Bureau (under the aegis of the Local Government Management Agency ) accepts and processes payments in respect of the NPPR Charge on behalf of  Local Authorities  in the country. and administers a national media awareness campaign annually about the charge and liability date. In addition the Dublin Local Authorities advertise extensively in the national press about the charge during the April to June period each year.

The following income has been collected on behalf of South Dublin County Council (as at the 1/02/2012) 

	NPPR Income 2009
	NPPR Income 2010
	NPPR Income   2011        
	Number of Units 2009
	Number of Units 2010
	Number of Units 2011

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	€2,516,160
	€2,484,100
	€2,321,040
	11,646
	11,432
	11,135


In relation to payment of the charge and penalties which may have been incurred, 

Section 6 of the Act states;.—(1) A person liable to pay a charge in respect of a residential property who, after one month immediately following the expiration

of the period prescribed for the purpose of section 3(4), has not complied

with that subsection shall, in addition to his or her liability to

pay the charge, be liable for and pay to the local authority concerned

a further sum of €20 (in this Act referred to as a “late payment fee”)

in respect of each month or part of a month falling after the expiration

of the said one month.

In accordance with Section 6 of the Local Government ( Charges ) Act 2009,  a penalty of €20.00 per month accrues if the €200.00 charge has not been paid within three months of the liability date. Payment due for a particular year must therefore be made in full.

If the Motion is passed it will be forwarded to the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government.”
Councillor P. Kearns outlined her sentiments on the way in which this charge was collected, and suggested the Council was losing money as property owners were not being given any chance to pay arrears in installments.  She considered that the current legislation did not prohibit the Council from allowing property owners to pay arrears in installments and cited from the Local Government (Charges) Act 2009 in support of her claim. 


Councillor W. Lavelle raised similar sentiments.  Other members contributing to the debate in support of the motion included Councillor P. Cosgrave, Councillor E. Walsh and Councillor C. Jones. 

Head of Finance Ms C. Henehan responded to the Members by stating that the Act stated that it was the function of the Local Authority to collect this charge and that there was no mention in that Act of the Council having discretion to enter into installment arrangements but undertook to clarify the matter with the Law Agent.

The Motions were AGREED with an undertaking to provide a report on the legal opinion by way of a Headed Item at a future meeting.
M15/0212
NRA 2012 ALLOCATION
In accordance with Standing Order No. 13, the following motion in the name of Councillor E. Tuffy was MOVED and RE-ENTERED:
“That this Council notes that the National Roads Authority has allocated an amount of €5,186,945 to South Dublin County Council for 2012, requests the Manager to indicate how the allocation compares with the allocation anticipated when the Council drafted its 2012 Budget, and further requests the Manager to present a summary report on the Council's plans for the expenditure of the allocated money.”

REPORT:

“The allocation of €5,186,945 is for Regional and Local roads in the County. The allocations for Road Maintenance are in line with the amounts included  in the 2012 budget.

In relation to the allocations received in Jan 2011,there is an increase in the allocation for Low Cost Safety Improvement, Restoration Improvement and Signposting. The Winter Maintenance grant is reduced by €22,000 but this is offset by the fact that the Dept. of Transport are paying for the salt. The other allocations are similar to 2011.

The Roads Work Programme for 2012 will be presented to the Area Committees as soon as the schemes have been agreed with the D.O.T./N.R.A.”
TRIBUTES TO RETIRING COUNTY MANAGER JOE HORAN 

The Mayor, Councillor C. Jones opened the floor to the following Members who wished to pay tribute to County Manager Mr. J. Horan on his impending retirement:
Councillor E. Tuffy on behalf of Labour,

Councillor C. Brophy on behalf of Fine Gael,

Councillor J. Hannon on behalf of Fianna Fail,

Councillor C. King on behalf of Sinn Fein,

Councillor G. O’Connell, Councillor T. Ridge, Councillor P. Kearns and Mayor Councillor C. Jones on their own behalf.

Ms P. Poole, Deputy County Manager on behalf of the Management Team, staff and on her own behalf, joined with the Members in paying tribute to Mr. Horan and wished him and his family well in a long and fruitful retirement.
In response Mr. Horan thanked everyone for their good wishes, and paid tribute to previous and current Mayors, Members, Management Teams and staff, and on his own behalf extended best wishes to South Dublin County Council colleagues who were also retiring around this time. 

MOTIONS NOT REACHED:
M11/0212
GREYHOUND WASTE SERVICES
Councillor M. Devine 

That this Council condemns Greyhound Waste Services for the disregard and disrespect shown to Elected Reps and the Public by their non-attendance at the scheduled meeting of 26th Jan last. That they are again requested to attend this Chamber to respond to members serious concerns re the provision of a competent Waste Service in this County.

The meeting concluded at 7.20 p.m. 

Signed: _____________________________


Mayor 

Date: _______________________________
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