COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting of the Lucan Area Committee dealing with Roads, Development & Water Services, Planning, Corporate Services & Libraries, Housing, Community, Environment and Parks Business held on 24th January 2012.
	PRESENT



	Cllr E. Higgins

	Cllr C. Jones

	Cllr W. Lavelle

	Cllr G. O’Connell

	Cllr E. Tuffy


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor G. O’Connell presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT:

	B. Coman
	Director of Housing, Social & Community Development

	G. Byrne
	County Librarian

	T. O’Grady, J. McLoughlin
	Senior Engineers

	P. Hogan, C. Ryan
	Senior Planners

	W. Sheils, P. Murphy, Y. Dervan
	Senior Executive Officers

	D. Fennell, M. Hannon
	Senior Executive Parks Superintendents

	M. NíDhomhnaill
	Project Manager

	K. Kenny
	Senior Executive Planner

	T. Shanahan
	Administrative Officer

	E. Colgan
	Senior Staff Officer

	A. McGee
	A/Staff Officer

	M. Heffernan
	Assistant Staff Officer


L/001/12   H-I (1) CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES


The Minutes of the Lucan Area Committee dealing with Parks, Environment, Development and Water Services, Roads, Planning, Corporate Services and Libraries, Community and Housing Business held on 6th December 2011, which had been circulated, were submitted, APPROVED as a true record and signed.

It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Lucan Area Meeting held on 6th December 2011be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
ROADS

L/002/12 QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order 13, Questions 1 to 7 be ADOPTED and APPROVED."
L/003/12 SAFETY OF PEDESTRIANS CROSSING GRANGE CASTLE ROAD
Item ID: 30203
Question (1):

Councillor W. Lavelle
“To ask the Manager, further to my question to the December meeting, to update on the requested examination of measures to improve the safety of pedestrians crossing Grange Castle Road at the junction with Lucan Road (Woodies junctions), in particular with respect to concerns over the risks to pedestrians from traffic turning left from Grange Castle Road onto Lucan Road, and in particular to report on examination of the proposal to lengthen the time-delay between the traffic red light and the pedestrian green light and to review pedestrians' visibility of oncoming traffic from the footpath at the Woodville side of the crossing?”
REPLY:
“The location in question has been reviewed. The sight lines are adequate and can only be improved by alterations to the adjacent wall.

The intergreen period between the flashing amber to traffic and the green to pedestrians has been increased and will be monitored.”
L/004/12 POTENTIAL UPDATING OF THE 1952 COUNTY ROAD SCHEDULE
Item ID: 30206
Question (2):

Councillor W. Lavelle
“To ask the Manager to arrange a review, including public consultation, on the potential updating of the 1952 County Road Schedule to clarify the naming of the R120 between Lucan Village and Milltown; and/or specific stretches thereof, so as to reflect local naming traditions and further noting that the Council’s erection of new signs for ‘Adamstown Road’ at either side of the N4 interchange have resulted in objections from long-standing residents?”
REPLY:

“The existing signage is in accordance with the schedule.

The following is an extract from the 1952 Road schedule:

“Lucan - Rathcoole Road.  From the four roads next east of the Police Barracks in Lucan via Milltown, Peamount and Newcastle to the three roads at the Rectory in Rathcoole on the Main Dublin –Naas Road, 

Including:-

Adamstown Road or Twelfth Lock Road. : From the four roads in Lucan to the three roads in Milltown,

 ( 4700 l yds)  

Peamount Road; From the three roads in Milltown to the Three Roads at Peamount Cross, Newcastle, 

( 4230 l yds)”

The location three roads at Milltown refers to Pollyhops junction and this road,  Lucan – Rathcoole Road, has since been reclassified and is now a Regional Route with the prefix of R 120.

The official name of the road from Lucan to Milltown is therefore either Adamstown Road or Twelfth Lock Road and should the official name be changed it will require a plebiscite. 

The taking of a plebiscite involves establishment of and adoption by the Council of a list of Qualified Electors, publishing this list and the holding of a ballot of those deemed Qualified Electors, the ballot is conducted by a returning officer appointed by the Council…( ballot conducted by registered post, all  in accordance with Section 78 of the Local Government Act 1946 and the Local Government (Changing of Place Names Regulations) 1956 (as amended by Section 67 of Local Government Act 1994). This happened in the recent Palmerston/Palmerstown plebiscite.”
L/005/12 LIGHTING AT STEPS OF THE CHURCH CAR PARK DOWN TO CHAPEL HILL
Item ID: 30212
Question (3):
Councillor G. O’Connell
“To thank the Manager for the recent clarification regarding responsibility for the steps from the Church Car Park down Chapel Hill, Lucan and to ask the Manager if the current lighting at both ends of the steps can be examined with a view to maximizing the light from both and that the barrier at the lower end be repaired so that it is rendered safe?”
REPLY:

“A lighting column is positioned on Chapel Hill adjacent to the location of the steps (PL09). This light will be checked as it is vulnerable to overgrowth from nearby trees. The repair of the pedestrian barriers on the footpath will be included.”
LC/006/12 SEQUENCE OF LIGHTS AT THE OVAL, PALMERSTON

Item ID: 30214
Question (4):

Councllor G. O’Connell
“To ask the Manager to examine the sequence of the traffic lights at the Oval and that a better effort is made to provide egress from the Oval especially during the peak morning period and to ask if this junction can be monitored from the CCTV at the Kennelsfort junction as there have been a number of near misses reported there in recent times where pedestrians were almost knocked down by cars breaking the (green pedestrian) lights.  Given its proximity to both Stewart's and the Palmerston Primary Schools, is it possible to have flashing yellow lights when the pedestrian lights are on during school times?”
REPLY:
“Any increase in green time to the exit from the Oval could only be provided at the expense of other road users and would have the knock on effect of encouraging any rat running which may take place. The Gardaí will be asked to monitor the location to enforce the red lights.

The junction can only be partially monitored from the Kennelsfort Road camera due to the footbridge. 

The use of flashing amber signals in conjunction with traffic signals is not appropriate.”
L/007/12 PROVISION OF A TAXI RANK IN THE PALMERSTON AREA
Item ID: 30216
Question (5):

Councillor G. O’Connell
“To ask the Management for an update on the provision of a Taxi Rank (or ranks) for the Palmerston Area in the vicinity of Palmerstown Shopping Centre/Kennelsfort Road/Wheatfield Road and for the Village and for a progress report on solving the situation of residents vis a vis Taxi ranks in Lucan Village?”
REPLY:
“The Palmerston Area is one of a number of areas within the County that are at present being examined for the provision of a designated taxi stand or stands.  At present the area is served by a number of informal arrangements and by some private facilities that have been established within private premises.  As space on the public roads is at a premium in many locations and as resources are limited in the current economic climate, it is necessary to examine all proposals to ensure that value for money is obtained, that there will be an economic payback for the investment to be made and that public facilities are not provided to simply compete with private facilities.  An extensive consultation process with all stakeholders will also be required.  It will also be necessary to present to the Strategic Policy Committee, for subsequent adoption by the full Council, a draft set of bye laws to regulate the operation of any designated taxi stands.

In relation to Lucan Village, extensive stakeholder consultations are ongoing and it is anticipated that based on the current progress that it may be possible to present a report for consideration by the Members at the next meeting of the Area Committee.”
LC/008/12 MEASURES TO PREVENT ILLEGAL PARKING IN THE SQUARE AND SARSFIELD CLOSE, LUCAN
Item ID: 29729
Question (6):

Councillor E. Tuffy
“To ask the Manager for an updated report on measures implemented by the Council to prevent illegal parking in The Square and Sarsfield Close, Lucan?”

REPLY:

“The Square and Sarsfield Close form part of the Pay and Display area in Lucan.  Permits are available for residents but limited parking space is available.  A parking machine was installed and subsequently removed as it remained largely unused.  The removal caused no additional inconvenience for permit holders and the next machine is positioned on Main Street if required.  At the time the machine was removed residents felt that enforcement had also ceased, however this was not the case.  Additional signage has been installed and the small green area, which includes a hard standing used for parking, is included in the paid parking.”
L/009/12 EVALUATION OF THE TRAFFIC SIGNAL SYSTEM ON THE KENNELSFORT ROAD/N4 JUNCTION







Item ID: 30209
Question (7):

Councillor E. Tuffy
“Noting the Reply to Question 12 at the October Lucan Area Committee Meeting, to advise the Manager that there is a high level of concern amongst local drivers about the time intervals allocated to the various traffic movements/crossings at the Kennelsfort Road/N4 junction, and to ask the Manager if he will carry out another evaluation of the traffic signal system, and have particular regard to the perceived inadequacy, at many times, of the time to allow traffic to cross the N4, especially traffic coming from Palmerston Village?”
REPLY:
“Traffic signals are controlled by means of detector loops which detect the presence of vehicles. These extend the green time to any particular movement up to a maximum green time. It is possible that when traffic flows are light and a junction is wide that the signals may change from green before a vehicle has cleared the junction. There is, however, an inter green period before any opposing signal receives a green signal.  It should be noted that a green signal denotes "Proceed if it is safe to do so".  The traffic signals at this location are constantly reviewed and updated as necessary.”
L/010/12 HEADED ITEM (2)





Item ID: 29940
NEW WORKS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
L/011/12 HEADED ITEM (3)





Item ID: 29942
PROPOSED DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

L/012/12 HEADED ITEM (4)





Item ID: 30122
RENEWAL OF FILTER DRAINS ON NAAS ROAD (N7) INBOUND AND OUTBOUND
The following report was presented by Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer:

N7 (Naas Road) Filter Drain Rehabilitation Project

· An extensive study has been carried out by Halcrow Barry Consulting Engineers on behalf of South Dublin County Council and the National Roads Authority to investigate the performance of the surface water drainage on the N7 between Newlands Cross and the Rathcoole Interchange.
  

· The resulting report concluded that the filter drainage system has reached its design life and as a result the drains are operating below capacity. 
  

· The recommendation in the report is that the existing drainage system should be retained rather than be replaced, and a full depth regeneration of the filter material be carried out on the central median, inbound and outbound verges between Newlands Cross and the Rathcoole Interchange. 
  

· A contractor was appointed before Christmas 2011 and works are scheduled to commence on site on 24th January 2012. The contract is currently scheduled to conclude in May 2012. 
  

· The work will be carried out at night from Tuesday night to Saturday night inclusive in order to minimise the disruption to traffic. All traffic management restrictions will be removed at the end of each night shift and traffic flow on the N7 will then revert to normal operation for the full daytime period until the commencement of the next night shift.    

· The agreed working hours are 9pm to 6am on Tuesday to Thursday night inclusive, 9pm to 9am on Friday night and 9pm to 11am on Saturday night. There will be no works on Sunday or Monday. 

· Works will only be operational on one side (either inbound or outbound) and one section of the N7 at a time.
· In order to carry out the works in compliance with current health and safety regulations, traffic management will require lane closures down to one lane only at certain times during the working hours agreed above. 

· Details of traffic restrictions on this section of the N7 will be available on the South Dublin County Council website www.sdcc.ie. These will be updated regularly as the works locations change over the contract period.”
Following a contribution from Councillor E. Tuffy, Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
L/013/12 CORRESPONDENCE

 



Item ID: 29929
COR (1)
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

L/014/12 MOT (1) CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS
3 TONNE SCHEME ON KENNELSFORT ROAD



Item ID: 30210
It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“That the 3 Tonne Scheme on Kennelsfort Road, which the Garda say is difficult to enforce as presently described due to there being some industrial and commercial premises off the upper end, be adjusted to the area between the N4 and the Northern side of the entrance to Woodfarm Acres and that a similar 3 Tonne restriction be installed on all of Wheatfield Road from its junction with Kennelsfort Road to its junction with Glenmaroon Road.  Taken together these adjustments should ensure that vehicles in excess of 3 Tonnes who have no business within the set restricted areas are easier to identify while allowing a service route to both the Palmerstown Shopping Centre, Silver Granite, P. J. Edwards and the Cherry Orchard Industrial Estate from the Coldcut direction and to Manor Road from the N4 direction.”

The following report by the Manager was READ:
“An amendment to the three tonne restriction on Kennelsfort Road as proposed would require the positioning of the commencement notice of the restriction to be located at a point where the alternative route commences. This is so that the relevant vehicles are diverted at a point where it is possible for them to select the correct route.  For a HGV driver travelling north bound on Kennelsfort Road approaching the junction with Wheatfield Road the driver will be presented with three tonne restrictions in both directions i.e. ahead and to the right. As it is not possible for a HGV to make a u-turn the driver would be entrapped with no where to go. For this reason the proposed alteration is not acceptable and it is recommended that the existing arrangements be left in place.”

Following contributions from Councillors G. O’Connell and E. Tuffy, Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer responded to queries raised.  Motion 1 in the name of Councillor G. O’Connell was put to a vote by way of a show of hands, 3 in favour and 2 against.  The motion was PASSED. It was AGREED that a further report would be brought to a future meeting. 
L/015/12 MOT (2) PARKING SCHEME IN LUCAN/PALMERSTON AREA
Item ID: 29894
In accordance with Standing Orders at the request of Councillor G. O'Connell, the following motion will be RE-ENTERED for the next meeting of the Committee dealing with Road’s business.
“That a discussion takes place on the Parking Scheme as it applies to the Lucan / Palmerston Area with particular reference as to how it serves traffic flow, the taxi trade, residents and the business community.”
L/016/12 MOT (3) PROPOSAL FOR ONE-WAY SYSTEMS AND TARFFIC CALMING MEASURES IN THE CELL AREA OF PLAMERSTON




Item ID: 30189
It was proposed by Councillor E. Higgins and seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:
“That the Manager provides a detailed report on the public consultation carried out over the past 4 years with respect to proposals for one-way systems and traffic calming measures in the cell area of Palmerston including The Oval, Turret Road and Woodfarm Drive; and to advise on what action needs to be taken to tackle speeding in this area.”
The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:
“The attached report was considered at the County Council Meeting held on 12th April, 2010.  Following consideration of the report it was AGREED:-
“That this Council does not proceed with this particular traffic calming scheme and to commence work on the design of traffic calming measures for the next area on the list of selected areas.  In the meantime, the local Councillors will meet with Palmerston Community Council with a view to identifying traffic calming measures acceptable to the residents of Palmerston. When such measures are identified they can also be progressed through the public consultation procedure.”

However, it should be noted that the Council has no budget for traffic calming measures in 2012.

LINK TO PART 8 REPORT COUNTY MEETING 12 April 2010.
The speed limit in the built up area of Palmerston is 50 KPH and its enforcement is a matter for the Garda authorities.”
L/017/12 MOT (4) PARKING SIGNAGE IN LUCAN VILLAGE

Item ID: 30199
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle and seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:
“That this Committee requests the Manager to introduce, with accompanying signage, a 10-minute grace period in Lucan Village for drivers to purchase and display a parking ticket before fines are issued and to further report on the Council’s investigation of complaints by the Lucan Chamber on parking enforcement matters in Lucan Village?”
The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:
“Information signs which state, bi-lingually, “Drivers, please purchase and display a parking ticket within 10 minutes of arrival and "Failure to display a parking ticket may result in a fine” will be installed as this is applied generally to allow those persons who might arrive at a pay station without the correct or any change to obtain some and pay for their parking. 

Two cases have been directly reported regarding an unhelpful warden in Lucan, this has been taken up with the parking enforcement contractor and appropriate action has been taken. Several wardens patrol parking in South Dublin and no other wardens have been reported. Complaints of this nature are taken seriously as it is the Council who is being represented and in any case the operation of controlled parking requires the ongoing and general support of residents and traders.”

L/018/12 MOT (5) PARKING AT PALMERSTOWN CEMETERY

Item ID: 30218
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell
“That this Committee notes that residents of Kennelsfort Green and other roads close to Palmerstown Cemetery, continue to experience difficulties getting their cars into/out of the driveways of their homes, due to obstructive parking of some visitors to the cemetery and/or drivers attending funerals, and if he will arrange for an inspection by the Road's Department of the situation, consulting if appropriate with An Garda Síochána and the Management of Palmerstown Cemetery, and bring forward a report, including, if possible, proposals which would address the difficulties experienced by residents.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“This matter will be investigated and a report will be issued at the next Traffic Management Meeting on the 26th January.”

Following a contribution from Councillor E. Tuffy, Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
L/019/12 MOT (6) PARKING IN PALMERSTON VILLAGE


Item ID: 30190
It was proposed by Councillor E. Higgins and seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:
“That the Manager provides a report on parking in the Palmerston Village area north of the N4 including parking fines issued in the area and outlines the Council’s views on removing the ‘horseshoe’ area of Palmerston from the pay and display zone.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“Parking in Palmerston includes Kennelsfort Road Lower and Old Lucan Road while the Horseshoe is included as part of Old Lucan Road.  It was noted in the course of recent inspections that the area immediately west of the paid parking area now has consistent parking and this has given rise to some loss of amenity for residents locally. Some of this parking can be regulated as it is classed as ‘parking on a footway’.  A proportion of this parking is located across from the Horseshoe and as such the Horseshoe is vulnerable to additional parking pressures should the paid parking restrictions be removed.

It is noted that the Pay and Display parking system is achieving its primary objectives in that compliance with the restrictions is very high and only 10 parking fines were issued in Palmerston during December 2011.”
Following contributions from Councillors E. Higgins and G. O’Connell, Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
L/020/12 MOT (7) TRAFFIC SIGNALS AT KENNELSFORT ROAD

Item ID: 30223
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy and seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:
“That the Manager notes Question 11 on the Agenda of the October 2011 Lucan Area Committee Meeting, also notes that the location which was intended to be addressed in the Question was at the traffic signals on Kennelsfort Road, between the entrance to Woodfarm Acres and the N4/Kennelsfort Junction, opposite the cut into Palmerstown Avenue, and if he will again consider the request to examine safety issues there and to make a report on the matter.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The location is a single carriageway road with traffic calming and pedestrian facilities in place. The footpaths are generally in good condition and the verges are paved and are used for off street parking. Visibility is good.  No issues beyond normal suburban conditions were noted. If the Councillor has any specific issues these can be examined.”

Following contributions from Councillors E. Tuffy, G. O’Connell, Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED.
DEVELOPMENT & WATER SERVICES
L/021/12 QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order 13, Question 8 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.
L/022/12 FROZEN WATER PIPES IN THE LUCAN/PALMSERTON AREA
Item ID: 30215
Question (8):

Councillor G. O’Connell
“To ask the Manger for a progress report on the water pipes in Council management within the Lucan / Palmerston area that froze over during last Winter's big freeze and to state if they have all been attended to?”
REPLY:
“The Water Maintenance records show that 43 water services froze during last winter's big freeze due to them being laid too shallow with 26 in the Lucan Area and 17 in the Palmerston area.  Of these 43 water service, Water Maintenance has dug up and lowered 7 during 2011 with 3 done in Lucan and 4 in Palmerston. This work is on-going and as resources are available will continue to be done.”
L/023/12 HEADED ITEM (5)





Item ID: 29935
NEW WORKS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
L/024/12 CORRESPONDENCE





Item ID: 29924
COR (2)
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
L/025/12 MOT (8) CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS


Item ID: 31051
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
PLANNING
L/026/12 QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order 13, Questions 9 to 13 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.
L/027/12 HOUSING ESTATES MANAGED BY MANAGEMENT COMPANIES
Item ID: 30196
Question (9):

Councillor E. Higgins
“To ask the Manager to provide a list of all housing estates in the Palmerston and the Lucan area which are managed by Management Companies and will not be taken in charge by the Council?”
REPLY:
“The following is a list of residential developments in the Palmerston and Lucan area for which management agreements have been submitted for part or all of the development.”

	Castlegate

	Esker Manor

	Esker Pines

	Finnstown Hall

	Foxborough Hall

	Gandon Court

	Hansted

	Liffey Valley Park

	Mount Andrew

	Palmerstown Square

	Riversdale View

	Snugborough House/View

	Rossecourt

	Shackelton Court

	St Edmunds

	Woodview Court 

	The Hollows, Adamstown 

	The Orchard, Old Leixlip Road

	The Paddocks, Adamstown


L/028/12 BOUNDARY TREATMENT ALONG THE DODSBORO ROAD/TANDY’S LANE









Item ID: 30204
Question (10):

Councillor W. Lavelle
“To ask the Manager, further to repeated requests, to report on efforts to secure an appropriate boundary treatment along the Dodsboro Road/Tandy’s Lane edge of the Paddocks building site?”
REPLY:

“South Dublin County Council raised the issue of boundary treatments along the Dodsboro Road/Tandy's Lane edge of The Paddocks development with the developer Maplewood Homes at a meeting on 12th January 2012.  The developer has indicated that he is actively looking at a number of low cost options to screen the site from public view at this location and that he will revert to the Council with possible solutions.  The developer has indicated that liaison is also ongoing with adjoining residents in relation to this issue.”
L/029/12 TAKING-IN-CHARGE OF GRIFFEEN GLEN BOULEVARD AND COURTYARD









Item ID: 30205
Question (11):

Councillor W. Lavelle
“To ask the Manager to advise on when a recommendation for the taking-in-charge of Griffeen Glen Boulevard and Courtyard will come before the elected members?”
REPLY:
“The development was advertised for taking in charge on 9th December 2011.  The developer was informed, that the Planning Department are targeting the Lucan Area Committee Meeting of February 2012 to bring the matter to the Committee for noting by the Members.

In this regard the Building Control Inspector met the developer earlier this month and indicated the remaining works needed (mainly repairs to footpaths and some ponding) in order that the development be completed to the necessary standard. The developer has expressed his intention to have said works completed in order that the deadline of the Lucan Area Committee Meeting in February 2012 can be met.”
L/030/12 MOVEMENT OF CLAY ONTO THE SITE OFF GRIFFEEN ROAD
Item ID: 20217
Question (12):

Councillor G. O’Connell
“To ask the Manager for a report on the movement of clay onto the site off the Griffeen Road over the Christmas period and to indicate what the timescale for rectifying the situation?”
REPLY:
“This matter is under investigation.”
L/031/12 REMOVAL OF SOIL AT GAELSCOIL EISCIR RIADA

Item ID: 30220
Question (13):

Councillor E. Tuffy
“To ask the Manager if he will make a report on works carried out by a contractor, apparently working on behalf of the Department of Education and Skills, to move soil from the site of the proposed temporary car park at Gaelscoil Eiscir Riada, to lands adjacent to Lucan East Educate Together, along Griffeen Avenue, and if he will advise members if these works caused any problems for the Council, and if so, have these problems been rectified with the contractor?”
REPLY:
“This matter is under investigation.”
L/032/12 HEADED ITEM (6)





Item ID: 29939
NEW WORKS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
L/032/12 HEADED ITEM (7)





Item ID: 29941

PLANNING FILES
The following report was presented by K. Kenny, Senior Executive Planner:

A.
LARGE FILES UNDER CONSIDERATION
SDZ11A/0002
Applicant:

Castlethorn Construction
Location:

Adamstown, Lucan, Co. Dublin
Development:
Revisions to previously permitted scheme (SDZ06A/013) to comprise of 22 no. 3 bedroom own-door dwellings in lieu of 16 no. 2 bedroom apartments and 34 no. 2 &3 bedroom duplexes.  The proposed dwellings are arranged in two-storey terraces built over an existing semi underground car park and podium slab and range from c. 100.8sq.m. to c. 150.2sq.m. in gross floor area with a maximum ridge/parapet height of c. 7.6m to 9.8m.  The development contains c. 1100 square metres of communal open space in the form of a central landscaped courtyard at podium level, with each dwelling also served by a private garden area that opens into the courtyard.  The development is served by an existing vehicular access point off Stratton Walk (to the north of the site) leading to the underground car park, which accommodates 101 no. car parking spaces.  An existing substation on the site will be maintained in it's current location.  The development includes all ancillary site works and services, including 3 no. additional on-street car parking spaces, bicycle parking, refuse stores and collection point and associated landscaping.  The development also involves the retention of a very minor change to the alignment of Stratton Walk involving a slight curve in the road carriageway in order to facilitate a full-length driveway for each existing house on the northern side of the road.  This planning application is being made in accordance with the provisions of the Adamstown planning scheme 2003.  The development will take place entirely within the boundaries of Adamstown Strategic Development Zone as defined by Statutory Instrument no. 272 of 2001.
Comment:
Councillor W. Lavelle supported the application.
Following contributions from Councillors W. Lavelle, E. Tuffy and G. O’Connell, Mr. P. Hogan, Senior Planner responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
B.

Files Requested by Members
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
L/033/12 CORRESPONDENCE





Item ID: 29928
COR (3)
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
L/034/12 MOT (9) CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS


Item ID: 30152
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
L/035/12 MOT (10) SPECIFIC LOCAL OBJECTIVE 37 OF DEVELOPMENT PLAN
Item ID: 30197
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle and seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:
“That this Committee requests that the Manager progresses SLO 37 of the Development Plan: “to prepare a Masterplan for the area around the 12th Lock” prior to any further design work on the proposed R120 road upgrade.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:

“Work will commence on a Masterplan for the 12th Lock area in accordance with SLO 37 of the County Development Plan in 2012 subject to the  prioritisation of work within the Planning Department.  Any work on a masterplan for the 12th Lock must consider the proposed R120 upgrade.  It is part of SLO 37 to secure physical and infrastructural improvements including "the upgrading of the R120 Newcastle Road".”
Following contributions from Councillors W. Lavelle and G. O’Connell, Mr. P. Hogan, Senior Planner responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
CORPORATE SERVICES AND LIBRARIES
L/036/12 QUESTIONS
L/037/12 HEADED ITEM (8)





Item ID: 29934
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
L/038/12 HEADED ITEM (9)





Item ID: 29931
LIBRARY NEWS & EVENTS

The following report was presented by Ms. G. Byrne, County Librarian:

Lucan, Stewart’s and Tallaght Branch & Lucan Mobile Libraries News & Events

February 2012

	Lucan Branch


	Events 
	Date

	Adamstown Community School Project


	Project involves, whole school registration, teacher training in online resources and eBook project
	Ongoing January – March 2012

	Griffeen Valley Educate Together
	
	

	
	Exhibition ‘The Holy Land by Limelight’ – exhibition from the opening of Clondalkin Library in 1911.
	Month of February

	Literacy Programme


	Every Child Ready To Read – literacy programme for pre school children and parents
	18th January for six weeks

	
	Adult Creative Writing Group.  New members welcome
	Saturday 11th & 25th February from 11am – 1pm

	Teenagers
	Teen Book Club for 13-17 year olds.  New members welcome, enquire at desk
	Saturday 11th February from 1.30pm - 2.30pm

	Teenagers
	Lucan Library TEEN writing group.  New members welcome.
	Saturday 11th & 25th February from 2.30pm – 3.30pm

	
	Home Delivery Service

Seirbhís Baile
	Friday 24th February


	Book Club
	Children’s Book Club

Group full for now
	Tuesday 14th & 28th February from 3.45pm - 4.45pm

	
	Musical Tots

Musical workshop for 6 months – 4 year olds
	Tuesday 21st February at 10.30am 

	Engineer’s Week
	Engineers’ Week Workshop

Activity for Schools

Booking essential
	Tuesday 28th February at 10am


	
	Grow Your Own with Joe Brooks.  Booking necessary
	Tuesday 28th February at 7pm

	Book Club
	Lucan Library Book Club 
New members welcome
	Wednesday 29th February from 7pm - 8pm

	
	Class Visits 

Schools and crèche groups welcome
	Monday – Thursday mornings

	Language Class
	French Class

Booking essential
	Mondays from 6.45pm -8pm

	Language Class
	English Language Class
Booking essential
	Tuesdays from 5.30pm -7pm

	Language Class
	Spanish Beginners Class

Booking essential
	Wednesdays from 10am -11.30am

	
	Children’s Arts and Crafts

8-11 year olds

Booking essential
	Wednesdays from 3.30pm - 4.45pm

	
	Story Time for ages 3-5 year olds
	Wednesdays from 3.30pm

	
	Bridge Class

New beginners start from 1st February – booking required.
	Wednesdays from 7pm – 8pm - no last Wednesday of each month

	
	Stewart’s Hospital Class Visit
	Every Thursday and Friday morning

	Language Class
	Irish Class
Booking essential
	Thursdays from 7pm – 8pm

	
	Japanese Family Group

Parent and children group with arts and crafts activities for local Japanese families.
	Thursdays from 3pm - 5.30pm


 For further information contact 621 6422 or www.southdublinlibraries.ie
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February 2012

	Stewarts Branch
	Events
	Date

	Book Club
	Book Club meet to discuss “One Day” by David Nicholls
	Tuesday 7th February at 5pm

	Astronomy Event
	Getting started in Astronomy. Beginners advice on taking up Astronomy by Astronomy Ireland
	Wednesday 29th February at 7pm

	Literacy Programme 
	
	

	
	Pre School Visit
	Mondays at 1.30pm



	
	Junior Group Visit


	Mondays at 1.30pm

	
	Adult Group Visit


	Tuesdays at 11am

	
	Sewing group for Adults
	Tuesdays at 3pm



	
	Adult Group Visit


	Wednesdays at 10.30am, 11am, 11.30am & 2.30pm

	
	Pre School Visit
	Wednesdays at 1.30pm



	
	Junior Group Visit
	Wednesdays at 1.30pm



	
	Adult Group Visit
	Thursdays at 10.30am, 11am & 3pm

	
	Pre School Visit
	Thursdays at 11.30pm



	
	Junior Group Visit


	Fridays at 10am

	
	Adult Group Visit
	Fridays at 11am



	
	Junior Group Visit


	Fridays at 2pm

	
	Sewing group for Adults
	Fridays at 2.30pm




For further information contact 6518129 or library@stewartscare.com or www.southdublinlibraries.ie
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February 2012

	Mobiles
	Events 
	Date

	Lucan
	Public stops 

Adamstown: near Londis
Newcastle: Aylmer Road
Rathcoole: Forest Hills Old Lucan Rd. Palmerstown

Kennelsfort Road, Palmerstown

Woodfarm Drive, Palmerstown 

Foxborough Walk

Kishogue Park

Ballyowen Castle Shopping Cen

Larkfield Avenue

Beech Park 
	Weekly

	
	Centre Stops 

Stewart’s Hosp. Resource Cent
	Monthly

	
	School Stops 

Palmerstown: St Lorcan’s BNS

Griffeen: Lucan East Educate Together

Lucan Educate Together NS
	Monthly

	
	Lynch’s Lane Capsule Library 

Homework Club and Library 
	Thursday pm


	Tallaght
	Public stops 

Woodlawn Park Ave, Firhouse
Parklands Avenue, Firhouse

Ballycragh: Allenton Drive
Aylesbury: Heatherview Drive
Mac Uilliams Estate, Tallaght

Killinarden Community Centre

Brookfield: Glenshane Drive

Citywest: Shopping Centre

Kilnamanagh: outside school

Kingswood: Sylvan Avenue

Fettercairn, St Anne’s NS

Belgard Heights: outside shops

Keadeen Avenue, Greenhills

Greenhills: outside church
	Weekly

	
	Public stops 

Brittas: Gortlum Cottages

Saggart: outside church

Ard Mor Estate

Avonbeg Road
	Fortnightly

	
	School stops 

Brookfield: Scoil Bhride JNS 

Glenasmole: National School
Scoil Treasa, Firhouse
Saggart: St Mary’s NS

Jobstown: St Thomas’ SN 

Greenhills: St Paul’s JNS

Ballycragh: Holy Rosary NS 

Brittas: St Martins NS
	Monthly

	
	Book deliveries to Community Centres, Tallaght 

St Kevin’s, Kilnamanagh CC

Glenasmole CC

Kiltipper Woods Nursing Home
	Monthly

	
	Book deliveries to Crèches, Tallaght 

An Turas, Jobstown

Brookview, Tallaght

Fledglings Brookfield  CC 

Mac Uilliam Fortunestown 

Cathlin Maud, Killinarden

St Elmo’s, Killinarden

Cnoc Mhuire, Killinarden

Brittas Montessori
	Monthly


For further information contact 459 7834 or www.southdublinlibraries.ie
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February 2012

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Tallaght
	Exhibition Fortunestown Pre-Draft Local Area Plan
	19th January – 16th February

	
	Exhibition of Paintings - Anthony Maguire
	23rd January – 4th February


	
	Dodder Valley Partnership 

Talk by Tomas Maher
	Wednesday 1st February at 10am – 12.30pm

	
	Tidy Towns Talk
	Wednesday 1st February from 7pm – 9pm

	
	Pre – Tenancy Meetings

South Dublin County Council Housing Department
	Friday 3rd February from 10am – 1pm

	
	“The Saturday Club”

Junior Book Club for 9 – 12 year olds
	Saturday 4th February at 11am

	
	Acrylic Painting Exhibition Kathleen Weafer
	6th – 18th February

	
	Class Visit

St Columcille’s 
	Tuesday 7th February from 10am – 11am

	
	Social Media for Business Training
	Tuesdays 7th, 14th & 21st February from 5.30pm – 7.30pm

	
	Adult Book Club 

New Members always welcome.

www.tallaghtbookclub.com
	Tuesday 7th February at 6.45pm

	
	Tallaght Historical Society Lecture.  Details to be confirmed
	Thursday 9th February at 6.30pm

	
	Orchard Book Club

Ballyroan Book Club
	Monday 13th February at 2.30pm

	
	BRI Support Group 

Acquired Brain Injury Support Group
	Monday 13th February at 6pm

	
	Class Visit

Sacred Heart Junior School, Killinarden
	Tuesdays 14th & 28th February from 10.30am – 12.30pm

	
	Art Exhibition - St. Aengus Group
	20th February – 3rd March

	
	Painting Exhibition - Kelly Bermingham 

with Launch on Tuesday 21st February at 6pm
	20th February – 3rd March

	
	Community Speech and Language Therapy Parent Talk (HSE)
	Monday 20th, Wednesday 22nd and Monday 27th February

from 5pm – 8pm

	
	Tallaght Stroke Support Group - HSE
	Tuesday 21st February at 11am – 1pm


	
	Home School Liaison Meeting

Junior Home School Liaison Group and Parents
	Wednesdays 21st & 28th February at 10am

	
	Ballyroan Book Club
	Thursday 23rd February at 1pm

	
	South Dublin County Disability Advisory/ Consultative Panel
	Thursday 23rd February from 10am – 12.30pm

	
	Movie Night at Tallaght Library - Showing “Oranges and Sunshine”
	Thursday 23rd February at 7pm

	
	Exhibition - Engineers Week 2012
	24th February – 2nd March

	
	An Leabhar 

Ballyroan Book Club
	Wednesday 29th February at 1pm

	
	Theatre / Playmaking Project with Barbara Coughlan and Artist in Residence Michelle Read - Workshops for 3rd / 4th Class
	Mondays from 10am – 1pm

	
	Computer Training for St. John of Gods Group
	Mondays from 2.30pm – 3.30pm

	
	Irish Classes
	Tuesdays from 1pm – 2pm

	
	Storytime for Children
	Tuesdays from 3.30pm



	
	Spanish Classes
	Tuesdays from 6.30pm – 7.30pm

	
	TTRS - Touch Type Read Spell
	Tuesdays from 6.30pm – 8pm

	
	Creative Writing Course
	Tuesdays from 7pm – 9pm

	
	Toddler Time

Nursery rhymes, stories, activities for pre-school children
	Wednesdays at 10.30am

	
	TTRS

(Touch Type Read Spell)
	Wednesdays from 3pm – 4pm

	
	TTRS - Touch Type Read Spell with clients from St John of Gods
	Wednesdays from 4.30pm – 5pm

	
	English Classes
	Wednesdays

Beginner; 5pm – 6pm

Intermediate 6pm – 7pm

	
	Pilates
	Thursdays from 5pm – 6pm

	
	Junior Chess
	Thursdays from 5.30pm – 6.30pm

	
	TTRS

(Touch Type Read Spell)
	Thursdays from 6.30pm – 7.30pm

	
	German Beginners Class
	Thursdays from 7pm – 8pm

	
	Knitting for Adults
	Thursdays from 7pm – 8pm

	
	TTRS - Touch Type Read Spell
	Fridays from 10am – 11am

	
	Computer Training for St. John of Gods Group
	Fridays from 10am – 12noon

	
	TTRS - Touch Type Read Spell
	Saturdays from 2pm – 3pm


For further information contact 462 0073 or www.southdublinlibraries.ie
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Following contributions from Councillors C. Jones, W. Lavelle, E. Tuffy and G. O’Connell, Ms. G. Byrne, County Librarian responded to queries raised.  The Members complimented the Library Services for the new initiatives.  The report was NOTED.
L/039/12 CORRESPONDENCE





Item ID:29930
COR (4)
(A) Reply from Dublin Bus regarding an invitation to representatives of Dublin Bus and the N.T.A. to meetings with the Members on the review of the operations of the new routes, the new integrated ticketed system and to fully discuss the service required by the citizens of the Lucan/Palmerston area. (Item ID 29719)
(B) Reply from the N.T.A. regarding an invitation to representatives of Dublin Bus and the N.T.A. to meetings with the Members on the review of the operations of the new routes, the new integrated ticketed system and to fully discuss the service required by the citizens of the Lucan/Palmerston area. (Item ID 29719)
(C) Reply from Iarnród Éireann regarding the Phoenix Park Rail Tunnel and the Kishogue Rail Station in Lucan (Item ID 29616 and Item ID 29129)
The correspondence was NOTED.
L/040/12 MOT (11) CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS


Item ID: 30153
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
L/041/12 MOT (12) LIBRARY FACILITY IN PALMERSTON

Item ID: 30191
It was proposed by Councillor E. Higgins and seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:
“That the Manager provide an update on proposals for a library facility in Palmerston and outline what options are being considered (e.g. Digital Hub, New Age Library Service etc.) as part of this project.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:

“At the December meeting of the Lucan Area Committee it was suggested that the new Age Friendly County initiative currently being explored by the Council might provide an innovative mechanism for delivering library services in the Palmerston area and would be explored in consultation with the members during 2012. 

Brigid Butler from the Ageing Well Network and Programme Manager for the Eastern Region is leading the Age Friendly County Initiative in South Dublin. She is currently meeting with people across key Council departments and staff from other relevant agencies. The County Librarian has met with Ms. Butler and outlined the programmes and initiatives currently being delivered for older people and many new initiatives which are at the very early planning stage.  As part of the process, Brigid will be consulting with older people across the County in our branch libraries and will feed back findings to the Library Department.  A briefing document for all staff will be produced by Ms. Butler and it is expected that the Age Friendly initiative will be launched in South Dublin towards the end of February 2012 with Age Friendly County designation taking place in October 2012. 

Some of the initiatives under examination for the Lucan/Palmerston area by the Library Service include:

· Working with Tallaght Hospital’s ‘National Centre for Arts and Health’ and ‘Age Related Health Care Unit’ to ascertain how to best develop specific services 

· Looking at developing a ‘New Reading’ project with online book clubs and eBooks (lending eBook readers etc) 

· Building capacity for Digital Inclusion training – as there is huge demand from people over 60 years for this service 

· Intergenerational Family Learning (currently liaising with local schools in areas where we do not have libraries – to develop a geographic spread) 

· Health information for older people (this area identified strongly by health professionals) 

· Re-thinking Volunteerism - Volunteer skill trading/Develop a ‘menu’ of volunteer options for work with older citizens 

· Books on Prescription – expanding libraries Bibliotherapy programme 

· Home Delivery Service expanded 

Library staff are examining how best to deliver these services in a coordinated way in the Palmerston area through the branch library at Stewart's Hospital and using the mobile libraries as satellite services.  Ideally a Digital Hub with a strong focus on services to older people would provide a model for service development in this field.  

However the provision of a Library/Digital Hub in the Palmerston area is dependant upon the identification of a suitable site for the Library/Digital Hub and secondly, a source of funding to deliver the project to completion.  

Members' attention is drawn to Standing Order No 13 (5) in relation to motions recommending or involving expenditure.”

Following contributions from Councillors E. Higgins and G. O’Connell, Ms. G. Byrne, County Librarian responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
HOUSING
L/042/12 QUESTIONS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
L/043/12 HEADED ITEM (10)





Item ID: 29937
NEW WORKS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
L/044/12 CORRESPONDENCE





Item ID: 29926
COR (5)
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
L/045/12 MOT (9) CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS


Item ID: 30227
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
COMMUNITY
L/046/12 QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order 13, Question 14 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.
L/047/12  PALMERSTOWN COMMUNITY CENTRE
Item ID: 30221
Question (14):

Councillor E. Tuffy
“To compliment the Manager and staff of the Community Services Department on their commitment and work, including collaboration with Palmerstown Community Council and the Developer to bring the Palmerstown Community Centre to completion, and if he can provide a progress report on the project, including information on the ongoing financial and other supports which the Council will be providing to ensure the effective operation of the Centre?”
REPLY:
“The new community centre facility at Palmerston is nearing completion. There is a new committee in place and arrangements are being finalised to formally register a company for the specific purpose of running the new facility.   Memos and articles have been prepared, and the Community Services staff continues to furnish assistance and advice.

South Dublin County Council has provided €30,000 funding towards fitting out the centre. The committee are now considering the employment of either a manager or a caretaker for the premises, and again, SDCC staff are available to advise and assist the committee on this matter.”
L/048/12 HEADED ITEM (11)





Item ID: 29933
NEW WORKS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
L/049/12 HEADED ITEM (12)





Item ID: 29931
APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTS
The following report was presented by Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer:
REPORT:
Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-
	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF2065
	Rossberry Residents Association
	Start Up Costs for Community Groups
	11/11/11
	€300


It was proposed by Councillor G. O’ Connell, seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle and RESOLVED:-
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE payment of the Community Grant as recommended in the foregoing report.”

L/050/12 CORRESPONDENCE


 


Item ID: 29926
COR (6)
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
L/051/12 MOT (14) CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS


Item ID: 30228
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
L/052/12 MOT (15) INVESTMENT IN COMMUNITY FACILITIES IN LUCAN










Item ID: 30200
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle and seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:
“That this Committee, noting that in the period 2007-2011 only 0.18% of the total capital expenditure by the Community Services Department was invested in Lucan, and further noting that according to the latest census the population increase in Lucan in the same period was more than twice that in the remainder of the county; requests the Manager to prepare and present a detailed report on the options available to the Council, including raising of a loan, for the purpose of funding capital investment in community facilities in Lucan, including the re-costed proposals for a much-needed swimming pool for Lucan.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:

“Section 135 of the Local Government Act 2001 requires the manager to prepare and submit a report on the programme of capital projects for the forthcoming and the following two local financial years having regard to the availability of resources.   The most recent 3 year Rolling Capital Programme 2011-2013 was presented to the Council at the October 2011 Council meeting.

As previously reported and referred to in this motion the vast majority of capital spending in the period 2007-2011 by Community Services Department on community facilities was incurred in areas of the county which were designated as socially/economically disadvantaged. The funding source for these capital projects was one or a combination of Government grants, development levies and receipts from the disposal of capital assets. It should be noted that in addition to direct provision by the council community facilities were also procured through the planning process.

Due to the economic and financial downturn receipts from these sources of funding have collapsed. In the medium term the outlook is negative for improvement of these funding sources. The Lucan Sports and Leisure Centre is included in the Council’s 3 year Rolling Capital Programme 2011-2013 under the category “projects planned” but subject to availability of funding, but it is not envisaged that the council will be in a position to progress the project.  

The Council is committed to providing this facility for the people of Lucan and surrounding areas and will do so in conjunction with receiving the necessary support from the Department of Transport, Tourism, and Sport and subject also to the necessary capital funding being sourced. The estimated budget cost for the Lucan Swimming Pool / Leisure Centre now stands at €10.8million.The repayment costs of borrowing over a 30 year period are unsustainable and would have an adverse impact on revenue budgets over the long term. This option is not recommended.

The alternative possibility of the provision of a Sports and Aquatic Centre at Adamstown as part of the Adamstown SDZ is also stalled due to the changed economic environment.

Decisions on priorities for capital spending across all Programme Groups are made by the council having regard to need and availability of funding.”
Following contributions from Councillors W. Lavelle and G. O’Connell, Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
STANDING ORDERS
In accordance with Standing Order No. 10 Councillor E. Tuffy was called by general agreement to chair the meeting as Cathaoirleach, Councillor G. O’Connell left the meeting early.

ENVIRONMENT
L/053/12 QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order 13, Questions 15 to 17 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.
L/054/12 GRASSING CUTTING SCHEDULE FOR LUCAN AND PALMERSTON GRAVEYARDS










Item ID: 30194
Question (15):

Councillor E. Higgins
To ask the Manager to outline the grass cutting schedule for the coming months in Lucan and Palmerston Graveyards?

REPLY:

“The Area Engineer and the Foreman have been requested to prepare a works schedule for the graveyards under the control of the Council.  On completion of the schedule it will be posted on the system for the public and public representatives to inform them of the nature of the operations and their frequency to be carried out in each location.” 
L/055//12 ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR AT THE ESKER BETWEEN MOY GLAS AND CASTLE RIADA ESTATES







Item ID: 30207
Question (16):

Councillor W. Lavelle
“To ask the Manager to report on the measures to be progressed during 2012 to reduce or prevent incidence of anti-social behaviour at the Esker between Moy Glas and Castle Riada Estates?”
REPLY:

“A number of additional solutions to include the possible erection of a palisade gate to prevent access to the small tarmaced area, grassing of that area and some additional measures to prevent access from the Outer Ring Road are currently being examined by the Park's Department in consultation with the Road's Department, SDCC.

The Council's Parks Department has now completed the pruning of the beech hedge from the top of The Esker in the vicinity of Moy Glas Green and arrangements are in hand for the removal of the old fence posts at this location.”
L/056/12 CLEANING OF LANE BETWEEN KENNELSFORT AND THE COPPICE
Item ID: 30213
Question (17):

Councillor G. O’Connell
“To thank the Manager for the recent litter/fly tipping clean-ups in the back lanes in Palmerston, that he pass on the thanks of the community to the litter warden and staff, and to ask if the laneway between Kennelsfort Road and the Coppice can be (a) cleaned (b) examined as to the feasibility of replacing the bollard at the northern end with a gate?”
REPLY:
“The Manager and Staff acknowledge the thanks of the community.  The laneway between the Kennelsfort Road and the Coppice will be scheduled for cleaning by the Operations Crew, and it is expected that the work will be carried out in the next two weeks approximately.  The request concerning replacement of the bollard on the laneway has been referred to the Road Maintenance section for consideration.

Complaints were received by the Council from local residents and Public Representatives that the laneway between Kennelsfort Road and The Coppice was being used by motorists as a short cut to gain access to the N4 especially during times of traffic build up on Kennelsfort Road.  Arising from an on-site meeting at this location in the Autumn of 2009 it was agreed to install a row of bollards in this laneway to prevent motor vehicles traversing the laneway.  These bollards were installed in late 2009 and have satisfactorily addressed this issue.  The Roads Department has received no correspondence in this regard since the bollards were installed.
Accordingly, there are no proposal to replace these bollards with a gate.”
L/057/12 HEADED ITEM (13)





Item ID: 29933
NEW WORKS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
L/058/12 HEADED ITEM (14)





Item ID: 29932

LITTER MANAGEMENT PLAN 2011 – 2014 – QUARTERLY REPORT
The following report was presented by Ms. M. NíDhomhnaill, Project Manager:
Top of Form

REPORT:
Following the adoption of the Litter Management Plan 2011-2014 the Environmental Services Department agreed that a quarterly progress report be presented to the Councillors on the implementation of the adopted plan.  The quarterly report represents the actions and the progress to date.  

Litter Management Plan 2011-2014 quarterly report January 2012 
1. Develop programmes on the basis of targeting the various litter categories, blackspots and illegal means of disposing of waste/refuse
· The 2011 Anti- Litter grants have been distributed to all successful applicants 

· South Dublin County Council will participate in the National Anti-Gum Litter Task Force campaign in 2012 

· Anti-graffiti workshops to be allocated to community groups and schools in 2012 

· A programme to prevent dog fouling has been developed.  The Council Dog Wardens have applied stencils to the footpaths in parks including Tymon Park and Sean Walsh Park. 

· An information panel on the prevention of dog fouling was displayed at the Railway Procurement Agency Eco Day and at the Beautiful South Dublin County Awards Ceremony. 

2. Develop a customer focused litter complaints procedure in order to deal effectively and efficiently with complaints
· Continue to promote Fixyourstreet.ie for litter and illegal dumping and graffiti reports 

· Customer care system recorded 4,400 queries with regard to litter, illegal dumping and graffiti in 2011 

· Promote the use of the EPA’s illegal dumping Hotline 1850-365121

3. Continue to actively enforce litter pollution and waste management legislation, bye laws and standards
· Regional review of Litter Pollution Act completed in December 2011. A report will be made to the Environment SPC in February 2012 

· Recommendation included wider designation of authorised staff for enforcement purposes. 

· Submission to department in Litter Pollution Act review to include skip bags under the Act. 

· Discussions ongoing with Westmeath County Council on use of enforcement database tracking system. 

· CCTV installed at 6 problem sites. Control room established in County hall. 

· A cross departmental Litter Forum established in the Council to track enforcement and achieve effective implementation of legislation.

4. Improve the litter disposal systems available to the public
· A survey of existing litter bins and their condition throughout the county has been completed by the Cleansing Section staff and the information has been mapped accordingly. 

· Litter bins are emptied are per schedule and this is guided by volume of waste. 

· Information determined from the litter bin survey will allow for more effective management of system 

· A list of replacement bins is available and  work will commence in 2012 

5. Expand the recycling opportunities within the County
· Survey of all recycling units has been completed and mapped.  Data will be used to implement improvements to the current systems. 

· A list of new additional bring bank sites has been collated  -  sites to be inspected and installed if suitable in 2012 

· The tender for the servicing of textile banks was completed in December 2011. Successful party to be appointed early 2012 

· The Bulbs not Bonfires campaign continued in 2011 with an information leaflet distributed to all households. The campaign included free entry to the Civic Amenity, Ballymount on 28th October. 

· A WEEE collection was arranged by CCRI prior to Halloween. 

· A Christmas recycling campaign was organised  December 2011

 6. Continue to monitor and review road cleansing service in order to provide an improved service.
· The road sweeping contract tenders returned end November 2011. 

· New contract to commence 1st February 2012.  It is proposed that the new service to be procured will give an improvement in the level of service which is currently achieved. 

· The Council Cleansing staff operate Monday to Friday; 

· Road sweeping is operational 7 days a week subject to Road status.

 7. Develop a litter management programme for designated urban areas within the County – Tallaght city, Clondalkin town centre and other designated areas
· New road sweeping contract will provide an improvement in the level of service which is currently achieved. 

· A litter management programme for Tallaght, Clondalkin and other designated areas 

· Identifying all actions and supports from the Council and specific area needs to be drawn up.

 8. Prepare litter management, education and awareness programmes that promote community and business involvement, community identity and responsibility, personal responsibility, youth activity etc.
· 42 schools renew their green flags in this school year. 56 of the 100 Primary Schools in the County have been awarded the Green Flag from An Taisce. 8 of the 35 Secondary Schools have the Green Flag Award. 

· There were 767 entries for the Anti-litter/Anti-graffiti Schools Competition. A 2012 calendar of the winning entries was distributed to all schools and community centres. 

· Over 40  talks  -24 of which were on Litter- have been given in 2011 

· 20 schools from the Leinster area participated in Neat Streets - Rockbrook Park School & St Mac Dara's schools in the South Dublin County area 

· 1500 anti –litter  leaflets were distributed to date via Litter Wardens, Libraries, Park Rangers, Residents Associations 

· Community Clean ups 

· The Social Credits System has been established. www.socialcredits.ie 

· The awards ceremony of the Beautiful South Dublin County was held on 15th Nov. Christmas Recycling Campaign - Christmas Decoration Competition 

· WEEE Ireland Battery Recycling for Charity - advertised in house, www.sdcc.ie, community centres and libraries. 

 9. Encourage active participation in Anti Litter Campaigns
· The 2011 anti – litter grant scheme advertised and grants issued to all successful applicants. 

· Anti- litter campaigns include - Christmas Decoration Competition, WEEE Ireland Battery Recycling for Charity, Anti Litter & Anti Graffiti competition with winning entries printed in form of 2012 calendar.  

· Promoting www.fixyourstreet.ie 

· Social Credits system – actively promotes positive sustainable environmental action. Website developed www.socialcredits.ie. Over 80 applications to date. 

· Public meeting on Tidy Towns to be arranged on Thursday February 16th in Tallaght stadium at 7.30pm

 10. Develop a communications programme to promote a litter free County – including the promotion of the use of www.southdublin.ie and www.dublinwaste.ie 
· Ongoing  process 

· 7th Edition of Green Times distributed to all schools in the County 

· Promotion of Tidy Towns ongoing 

· Ongoing promotion of anti-litter on social media

 11. Optimise the application of available technology in the enforcement and prevention of litter
There is an ongoing programme to continuously update and use all available technology including the development of www.fixyourstreet.ie . All sections of the environment department now use mobile data gathering surveys to directly capture and map all data – litter bin locations, recycling locations and litter black spots.

 12. Utilise systematic data analysis systems to monitor and plan Litter management and decision making
The use of mobile data capture systems to automatically record locations and activity. This leads to the ability to spatially map and inform decision making.

 13. Continue to research and implement best practice models
A cross departmental litter forum has been established to review current practices, monitor litter related activity and establish ongoing improvements.

 14. Ensure the provision of a litter management plan for all major events
Litter management is included in licence agreements.
Following contributions from Councillors E. Higgins and E. Tuffy, Ms. M. NíDhomhnaill, Project Manager responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED:
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

L/059/12 CORRESPONDENCE





Item ID: 29925
COR (7)
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
L/060/12 MOT (16) CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS


Item ID: 30229
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
L/061/12 MOT (17) BRING-BANKS AT GRIFFEEN ROAD


Item ID: 30201
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“That this Committee recommends that measures be implemented to address the unsightly appearance of the bring-banks at Griffeen Road (Moy Glas) and to further request that the bring-banks at Finnstown be relocated from the existing inappropriate location hidden behind the Lord Lucan Pub.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The Contractor who is engaged by South Dublin County Council to service bring banks in the County has been asked to clean the bring banks that are in place at Moy Glas Estate.  

The Council wrote on December 15th last to the owner of the site at the Lord Lucan in Finnstown where the bring banks are currently located raising the issue of possible relocation of the containers to another part of the site.  A response to that letter has not yet been received.”

Following contributions from Councillors W. Lavelle and E. Tuffy, Ms. M. NíDhomhnaill, Project Manager responded to queries raised.  The Members requested that any correspondence received be brought back to this Area Committee.  The report was NOTED.
PARKS
L/062/12 QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order 13, Questions 18 to 20 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.
L/063/12 PROVISION OF PUBLIC ACCESS TO LANDS ALONG THE RIVER LIFFEY









Item ID: 30202
Question (18):

Councillor W. Lavelle
“To ask the Manager to provide a detailed update on the current status of plans to provide public access to lands along the River Liffey previously handed over to South Dublin County Council as part of the Hermitage Clinic development in line with the requirements of the Council and to meet the intent of the An Bord Pleanála decision on the original planning application?”
REPLY:
“Although the process for the land transfer arising from the Grant of Permission for the Hermitage Clinic hospital has been progressed, it is not possible to access the land itself due to the configuration of the road system provided by the hospital and the standard of road and pedestrian links that were constructed to access the lands.  

The issues of appropriate public access and development of the lands for use as a public park have been the subject of ongoing discussions with representatives of both the Hermitage Clinic and the original developer.  The Hermitage Clinic is now examining options in relation to the provision of the required access that will satisfy the requirements of the Council and meet the intent of the An Bord Pleanála decision.  In relation to the appropriate development of the lands, the Hermitage Clinic have advised that this is a matter for the original applicant for the development.  The Council is disappointed with progress in resolving the matter and that this important section of the Liffey Valley park is still not accessible to the public. The matter is being pursued with the developer to ensure that it is resolved in the short term.  The Elected Members will be kept informed of progress.”
L/064/12 PURPOSE OF FENCED OFF MEADOWLAND IN LUCAN DEMESNE Item ID: 30211
Question (19):

Councillor E. Tuffy
“To ask the Manager if he will confirm that the Council has cordoned off an area of meadowland in Lucan Demesne to provide for cattle grazing, if he will make a statement on the matter, and if he will advise if the use of any part of the Demesne lands for such a purpose might interfere with wildlife//biodiversity at the location?”
REPLY:
“Lucan Demesne/St. Catherine's Park is managed by three local authorities.  South Dublin County Council manages the section of the Park to the south of the River Liffey.  This area is referred to as Lucan Demesne.  Fingal County Council and Kildare County Council manage the section of the Park to the north of the River Liffey.  This area is referred to as St. Catherine’s Park.  

Fingal County Council Parks Department have advised that they have recently erected fencing on the meadow area in St. Catherine's Park immediately adjacent to the northern bank of the river. The area has been fenced to enable the introduction of Dexter cattle, Ireland's smallest breed of cattle, into the park as part of a longer term project to develop a city farm similar to the facility in Newbridge Demesne, Donabate.

The introduction of grazing cattle is a form of grassland management and will, like any other form of management, exert an influence on the ecosystem of the park.”

L/065/12 CONSTRUCTION OF PARK’S DEPOT IN GRIFFEEN VALLEY PARK
Item ID: 30219
Question (20):

Councillor E. Tuffy
“To ask the Manager for an updated report on progressing the agreed proposal to construct a new Park's Depot at an identified site in Griffeen Valley Park, between the railway line and the Grand Canal, to replace the existing Depot at Esker Lane?”
REPLY:
As reported to the Area Committee meeting in September 2011 (report) the next stage in the development of the depot will involve the preparation of detail designs and consultation with groups/bodies that made a submission as part of the Part 8 process.  As previously advised, the school project and the depot project are interlinked and have been running in tandem since 2010. 

As a result, the Council and the Department of Education and Skills are co-ordinating progress so that both projects advance at the same time. Planning approval was sought for both projects on a concurrent basis during 2011 with the Council seeking approval under the Part 8 process while the Department of Education and Skills sought planning approval for the school. 

Part 8 planning approval for the new park depot was obtained at the September Meeting of the Council, held on 12th September 2011, while planning permission for the school was granted on 15th September 2011.

However, the Council's decision to grant planning permission was subsequently appealed to An Bord Pleanála by a third party (ref no PL 065.239826).  The Council and Department of Education and Skills are awaiting the determination of the appeal by An Bord Pleanála, which is due by 1st March 2012, at which point the status of both projects will be reviewed. 

L/066/12 HEADED ITEM (15)





Item ID: 29938
NEW WORKS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
L/067/12 CORRESPONDENCE





Item ID: 29927
COR (8)
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
L/068/12 MOT (18) CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS


Item ID: 30230
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
L/069/12 MOT (19) TAKING-IN-CHARGE OF LARGE GRASSED AREA ALONG THE ACCESS ROAD FROM GRIFFEEN AVENUE TO ROSSBERRY


Item ID: 29893
In accordance with Standing Orders at the request of Councillor W. Lavelle, the following motion will be RE-ENTERED for the next meeting of the Committee dealing with Park’s business.

“That this Committee requests the Manager to expedite the long-awaited taking-in-charge of the large grassed area along the access road from Griffeen Avenue to Rossberry, Tullyhall and Hayden's Park Estates.”
L/070/12 MOT (20) IMPROVEMENTS/EVENTS IN THE LUCAN ELECTORAL AREA’S PARKS








Item ID: 30192
It was proposed by Councillor E. Higgins and seconded by Councillor C. Jones:
“That the Manager provides a report indicating any works, events or improvements planned for 2012 in parks throughout the Lucan Electoral Area.”

The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:
“The following improvement works are planned for parks in the Lucan Electoral Area in 2012:

Glenaulin Park – Upgrade Glenaulin Green entrance to park by the provision of railings, vehicle gates and pedestrian gate.

Waterstown Park – Planting of embankment in the vicinity of Stewart's car park entrance.  Continue works on hedgerow management and conservation.  Continue Millrace improvement works.  Installation of new millrace bridge.  Install adult exercise equipment (subject to receipt of clearance from the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport to enter into contract).  

Ballyowen Park – Upgrade vehicle and pedestrian entrance from Lucan Newlands Road and provide additional pedestrian entrance at Fonthill Road/Lucan Newlands Road junction.  Provide additional 40 meters of path in park and undertake further pruning and thinning works to park boundary vegetation.

Hermitage Park – Install adult exercise equipment (subject to receipt of clearance from the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport to enter into contract).   

Griffeen Valley Park – Mark cycle paths.  Repair/replace basket swing in playground.  Provide kissing gate at Griffeen Glen Park/Elm Green entrance.  Repair flood damage to woodland path.  Install Dog Run. Install adult exercise equipment (subject to receipt of clearance from the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport to enter into contract). 

Kew Park open space – Secure boundary to open space along Celbridge Road. 

In addition to the specific projects identified above the Parks and Landscape Services Section will continue to maintain the parks and opens spaces during the year as part of the Arboricultural and Grass Maintenance Programmes.  The parks in the Lucan Electoral Area accommodate 32 playing pitches which cater for 13 soccer clubs and 2 GAA clubs.  The pitches are used on a weekly basis during the respective seasons, catering for up to 128 games each weekend while providing active recreation for over 3,000 people.  

Other events that are likely to occur in the parks include sponsored walks, runs, races and sporting events associated with Lucan Harriers and Weston Hockey Club who are both based in Griffeen Valley Park. The clubs host a range of sporting events throughout the year, the most recent being the Goal Mile event, organised by Lucan Harriers, which took place on Christmas Day.”

L/071/12 MOT (21) PROGRAMME FOR ENHANCED PLANTING ALONG THE BOUNDARY WITH HAYDEN’S LANE






Item ID: 30198
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:
“That this Committee requests the Manager to present a programme for enhanced planting and/or boundary treatment at Finnstown, along the boundary with Hayden's Lane, as discussed at the December on-site meeting with residents and to further include planting and boundary improvements to close the gap in hedging at the ESB box at Brookfield.”

The following report by the Manager was READ:

“As agreed with the residents at the site meeting it is proposed to plant hedging to fill gaps in the boundary with Hayden's Lane at Woodscape and Brookfield.  In doing this work the residents were advised that where people are determined to move from one estate to another to access facilities such as shops, bus routes etc, it may not be possible to successfully stop all of the this movement by planting the gaps.

There are services located in the ground at the gap in the hedging at the ESB box at Brookfield.  This will effect that extent of planting that can take place at this location and it may not be possible to plant the full extent of the gap.

There are no proposals to undertake boundary improvement works at the location in question other than repair of damaged portions.”
Following a contribution from Councillor W. Lavelle, Mr. D. Fennell, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED.

The meeting concluded at 4.48pm.
Signed: ______________




Date: ___________
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