COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 16th January 2012


	PRESENT 


	Councillors
	 Councillors

	Bond, C.
	Jones, C.

	Bonner, B.
	Kearns, P.

	Brophy, C.
	King, C.

	Corr, M.
	Lahart, J.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lavelle, W.

	Delaney, T.
	Lawlor, B.

	Dermody, AM.
	Looney, D.

	Devine, M.
	McDonagh, M.

	Duff, M.
	O’Connell, G.

	Gilligan, T.
	Ridge, T.

	Hannon, J.
	Tuffy, E.

	Higgins, E.
	Walsh, E.


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	

	Directors / Heads of Function


	P. Poole, T. Walsh, B. Coman, 
C. Henehan, J. Walsh, F. Nevin, P. Murphy, J. Quinlivan

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Maguire, Y. Dervan,  M. Judge, H. Hogan

	Senior Parks Superintendent 
	B. Sheehan 

	Administrative Officers
	J. Kilgarriff, E. Leech

	A/Senior Staff Officer
	T. Fallon

	A/Staff Officer
	B. Gorman 

	I.T.
	C. Whelan 


An apology for inability to attend was received from Councillor E. Coburn.

The Mayor, Councillor C. Jones presided.

CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
  H1a)/0112
Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 12th December 2011

which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor M. Duff.
H1b)/0112
Minutes of Special Planning Meeting, 12th December 2011 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the Proposition of Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell.
H1c)/0112
Minutes of Annual Budget Meeting, 15th December 2011 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the Proposition of Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon.
H2a)/0112
REPORTS  OF  AREA  COMMITTEES - CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE – 7th DECEMBER 2011 - DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING, ROADS, PLANNING (1 REPORT - A1 LANDS AT TOOTENHILL, RATHCOOLE), DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES 
(i)  Community Business:

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grant
Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF2059
	Castle Park Football Club
	Minor Equipment Grant
	14/10/11
	€300


It was proposed by Councillor Matthew Mc Donagh, seconded by Councillor Therese Ridge and RESOLVED:-

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE payment of the Community Grant as recommended in the foregoing report.”

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor M. McDonagh and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Clondalkin Area Committee – 7th December 2011 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”


(ii)  Planning Business:

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The lands referred to in the attached map (approx 3.2ha) were newly zoned A1 in the South Dublin County Development Plan 2010-2016.

Given the limited extent of the lands in question adjacent to ongoing residential development which has ongoing approved residential development the June Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting approved that a non-statutory plan be prepared for these lands to allow for the orderly development of these lands in accordance with the requirements of the Development Plan. 

This plan was prepared, please see attached document, and approved by the December Clondalkin Area Committee.

It is recommended that as this plan is non statutory, it should be Noted by Council.”
The report was NOTED.
H2b)/0112   
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 5th DECEMBER 2011 - DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT), HOUSING  
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF2060
	Get Tallaght Working t/a Partas
	Major Equipment Grant
	17/10/11
	€3,000


It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff and seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve the payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report.”

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (1) – 5th December 2011 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

H2c)/0112   
REPORTS  OF  AREA  COMMITTEES - TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) – 5th DECEMBER 2011 -  DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE & LIBRARY SERVICES  

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2d)/0112  
REPORTS OF  AREA  COMMITTEES - LUCAN  AREA COMMITTEE – 6th DECEMBER 2011 - DEALING WITH COMMUNITY, ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING, ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2e)/0112   
REPORTS  OF  AREA  COMMITTEES - RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE – 13th DECEMBER 2011 -  DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING, ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE & LIBRARY SERVICES
The following report by the Manager B. Coman, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

Community Business
“Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF2066
	Ballyroan Community & Youth Centre
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity)
	18/11/11
	€500


It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grant as recommended in the foregoing report.”

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor A. Dermody and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Rathfarnham Area Committee – 13th December 2011 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

H3/0112
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H4/0112
STRATEGIC  POLICY  COMMITTEES

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H5/0112
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and RESOLVED:


“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions numbered Q1 to Q22 be 
ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
Q1/0112
BUS CORRIDORS
QUESTION: Councillor C. Bond
To ask the Manager to provide an update on the progress of all proposed quality bus corridors in the county?
REPLY: 

There is currently a proposal for a QBC in Rathfarnham (Rathfarnham QBC) which is a joint Scheme with the City. This scheme is at detailed design stage and is being funded through the National Transport Authority Design Office (formerly the Quality Bus Network Project Office). The Scheme received Part 8 approval in 2011.  

There is also a current application for funding to the National Transport Authority for a scheme to improve bus access to The Square.  It is also intended to advance the details of the already approved Greenhills Road QBC in 2012.

Q2/0112
ST. PATRICK’S DAY CELEBRATIONS
QUESTION: Councillor C. Bond
To ask the Manager to outline if possible details of events to be held within the county to celebrate St Patrick's Day?
REPLY: 

Preparations to celebrate St. Patrick's Day are underway across the County although it is a little early to be able to supply precise details. It is proposed to stage a celebratory event in Tallaght Stadium once again following last years success and the Council's Community Team will be, as always, supporting and advising communities across the County who wish to mark the occasion of the National Holiday. 

It is important to strike a balance that includes a substantial community and business involvement as well as good quality entertainment. Given the current financial constraints, it will be a real challenge to mark the occasion in an appropriate manner, but the benefits of the celebrations will not be overlooked. As well as giving the community a morale-boosting lift, St. Patrick's Day celebrations across the County generates a significant positive economic impact which is very welcome at this time of year. 

Q3/0112
FINANCE FOR ADDITIONAL TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT MEASURES

QUESTION: Councillor C. Bond

To ask the Manager to state if there is sufficient finance available additional for traffic management measures?

REPLY:
The Council's traffic calming programme commenced in 2003 and since that time 37 traffic calming schemes have been completed across the County. The total cost of these measures to date is approx €5.7m. There are a large number of locations listed on the traffic calming request list.  Since 2009, due to budget constraints, no provision has been made in the Annual Budgets for traffic calming measures. This continues to be the case in 2012.

Specific projects have been identified for application for grant funding from the National Transport Authority (NTA) and these can proceed if the schemes are acceptable to the NTA and funding is made available. 

A schedule of minor schemes is being prepared for construction / installation in 2012 within the provision approved by the Members at the Budget meeting. These minor schemes will be dealt with through the TMM process.

Q4/0112
HOUSEHOLD PROPERTY TAX / SHARED OWNERSHIP
QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine

To ask the Manager with regards to the Shared Ownership how the Household Property Tax will be calculated and collected from the Tenant/ Resident?

REPLY:
The Household Charge is an annual charge introduced by the Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 which is payable by owners of residential property. Shared Ownership is one class of property which is exempt under the legislation. 

The exemptions are as follows:

The exemptions under the legislation are as follows: 

· Residential properties that are part of the trading stock of a business and have not been sold or been the source of any income since construction, 
· Residential property vested in a Minister of the Government or the Health Service Executive, 

· Residential property vested in a housing authority, including property where households are purchasing their homes under the Shared Ownership Scheme and where the local authority still retains an ownership stake, 

· Voluntary and co-operative housing, 

· Residential property to which commercial rates apply, 

· Residential property owned by a charity or comprised in a discretionary trust, and 

· Residential property where a person has to leave their house due to long-term mental or physical infirmity (e.g. a person that has moved into a nursing home). 

Further information on exemptions and on the new charge is available on https://www.householdcharge.ie/
Q5/0112
PRIORITY TRANSFER APPLICATIONS
QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine

To ask the Manager for an update on the Priority Transfer Applications -with particular reference to the volume of applications, how 2011 compares to previous years and length of time taken to process same?
REPLY:
There are currently 720 Transfer applications with a further 96 to be processed.  24 applicants have been awarded priority on Anti-Social and Compassionate Grounds and are waiting for appropriate accommodation to  become available .Eight of these applicants have refused offers of accommodation and a further 3 have serious rent arrears.  Two  have been nominated to suitable voluntary housing associations .

Fifteen Transfer applicants have been granted priority on medical grounds to standard accommodation which will be facilitated shortly.  Please note that one refusal of offer has been received in this category.

The table below outlines those housed on priority grounds over the past 4 years.

 The average time taken to accommodate those granted priority was 8 weeks.

	Year
	Estate Management  Priority
	Compassionate Priority
	Medical Priority

	2011
	12
	27
	17

	2010
	6
	29
	7

	2009
	16
	50
	10

	2008
	12
	60
	13


  

Q6/0112
NAMA OWNED PROPERTIES IN SOUTH DUBLIN
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon

To ask the Manager to report on the number and location of NAMA owned properties in South Dublin that, as per recent media reports, are to be utilized as social housing, and will he confirm the degree of consultation with him on this matter and if there is an implementation plan?
REPLY:
The Council has not had direct discussions with NAMA in relation to the provision of social housing units.  There are general discussions between NAMA and the Housing Agency on availability of vacant dwellings for social use and once details of these discussions become available the members will be advised. 
Q7/0112
MANAGEMENT COMPANIES – LIST OF ESTATES
QUESTION: Councillor E. Higgins

To ask the Manager to provide a list of housing estates and apartment complexes throughout the county which are not in the Council's charge / listed for 'taking in charge' and are instead serviced and repaired by Management Companies?
REPLY:

The following is a list of housing estates and apartment complexes for which a management agreement has been submitted, for part or all of the development.

	Air Park – Stocking Lane 

	Alderpark Court

	Aras na Cluaine

	Aylmer Heath,

	Ballanakelly/ Newcaslte

	Beechdale Court

	Belgard Sq West 

	Belgard Square

	Blackthorn Hill

	Brownsbarn Court

	Brownsbarn Orchard/Woods

	Bushy Park House

	Butterfield Meadow

	Carrig Court

	Carrigmore

	Castlecourt

	Castlegate

	Castlelyon Drive, Ave etc

	Chaplains Row

	Charleville Square

	City West Plaza

	Cloragh Mills

	Dalriada

	Eaton

	Esker Manor

	Esker Pines

	Everton House

	Fairgreen Estate

	Finnstown Hall

	Fortfield estate 

	Foxborough Hall

	Gandon Court

	Garrynisk Square

	Glenmore Mews

	Grange View Road, Close, Walk etc

	Greenhills Court

	Hansted

	Hazel Grove Court

	Hunters Wood

	Kilininny Court

	Kilvere Park 

	Kilvere Park

	Lana na Pairce

	Library Square

	Liffey Valley Park

	Loreto Abbey

	Loyola House

	Marlfield and Kiltipper Gate

	Marlfield Mall

	Mill Pond

	Mill Race

	Millpark

	Monastery Heath

	Montpelier Court

	Mount Andrew

	Mount Seskin Court

	Mount Talbot

	New Bancroft

	New Seskin Court/Arena 

	Newcastle Manor

	Newlands Manor

	Oak Road and Oak Close

	Old Bawn Court, Old Bawn Road

	Old Presbytery

	Orchard Lane    

	Otterbrook

	Owendoher Lodge

	Pairc Na Greine

	Palmerstown Square

	Parsons Court    

	Priors Gate

	Quarryfield 

	Riversdale View

	Rockwood View

	Ros Mor View

	Rosebank Court

	Rossecourt

	Seanchlos

	Shackelton Court

	Slade Castle Court, Lane, Ave

	Snugboro House View

	St Edmunds

	St John's Road Estate

	Station Grove

	Stocking Wood

	Swiftwood 

	Tallaght Cross 

	Tara Crescent

	Templeroan Mews, Knocklyon Rd

	The Belfry

	The Courthouse Apartments

	The Exchange

	The Farm

	The Glebe 

	The Hollows

	The Orchard, Old Leixlip Road

	The Paddocks, Adamstown

	Thorn field Square

	Tramway Court

	Tsaggart Green 

	Tuansgate

	Uppercross Court

	Weaver Court

	West Park Gate

	Westend Gate

	Whitehall Square Cherryfield Drive

	Woodview Court


Q8/0112
PROHIBITION OF OFF ROAD VEHICLES IN PUBLIC PARKS
QUESTION: Councillor E. Higgins

To ask the Manager to report on proposals in relation to prohibiting off road vehicles (including quad bikes) in public parks?
REPLY:
The 2011 Park Bye-laws contain specific provisions in relation to the use of unauthorised vehicles in public parks and open spaces.

Section 3 sets out the provisions in relation to motor vehicles.

3.         Traffic:-
3.1       Save with the permission of the Council, no person shall bring into a Park any Mechanically Propelled Vehicle which includes for the avoidance of doubt motorcycles, motor-cross / quad bikes or other powered vehicles. Such vehicles may be removed from the park / open space by An Garda Siochana.

3.2       Where a Mechanically Propelled Vehicle is permitted access to a Park (e.g. Council fleet, commercial suppliers), the vehicle shall be driven carefully subject to a maximum speed limit of 20kph on the authorised routes within the Park, other than where expressly permitted by the Council. 

3.3       A Mechanically Propelled Vehicle shall be parked in car parks, where provided, or in such places as may be set aside from time to time as temporary parking places.

3.4       Car parks may only be used by users and patrons of a Park. No person shall carry out commercial activity or advertising in the car parks unless permitted by the Council.  Further, no person shall make use of car park for “park and ride” purposes. 

3.5       The use of bicycles, skateboards, in-line skates, roller-skates, non motorised scooters and similar vehicles are permitted subject to careful use and consideration for other Park users. A maximum speed limit of 20kph shall apply to all such vehicles with the exception of areas designated for cycle training and races by prior agreement with the Council.

Enforcement and Penalties for breaches of the Bye-laws are set out in Sections 8 and 9.

8.        Enforcement and Penalties:-
8.1       An Authorised Person and/or a member of the Garda Siochana shall have free and unencumbered access to any Park at all time whether during or outside of the official opening times, in the normal exercise of their duty, and shall not require the prior permission of the Council to gain such access.

8.2.      An Authorised Person and/or a member of the Garda Siochana may request any person who appears to be committing or to have committed in any Park a contravention of any of the provisions of these Bye-Laws or who appears to be committing or to have committed in any park an offence under any Public General Act or Statute (including the Misuse of Drugs Act, 1977 or any Act amending or extending the same) or under the common law to leave such Park or to refrain from any activity and may remove any person failing to comply with such request from such Park.

8.3.      Where an Authorised Person and/or a member of the Garda Siochana has reasonable grounds for believing that a person is committing or has committed in any park a contravention of any of the provisions of these Bye-Laws such authorised person or member may request such person to give his or her name and address. Failure of any person to give his or her name and address when requested to do so or give a name or address that is false or misleading shall be a prosecutable offence under these Bye-laws. 

8.4.      A person shall not resist, wilfully obstruct, impede or refuse to comply with a request of an Authorised Person and/or a member of the Garda Siochana acting in the exercise of the functions conferred on an authorised person or on a member of the Garda Siochana by these Bye-Laws

8.5.      A person who contravenes a provision of these Bye-Laws is guilty of an offence and is liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding € 2,500.00.

 9.         Fixed Payment Notice:-
 9.1.      If an Authorised Person and/or a member of the Garda Siochana has reasonable grounds for believing that a person is committing a contravention or has committed a contravention of a provision of these Bye-Laws the authorised Person and/or a member of the Garda Siochana may serve on the person a fixed payment notice in the general form as set out in the Schedule to these Bye Laws. 

9.2.      Where a notice is served under section 9.1. Of these Bye-Laws a person to whom the notice applies may, during the period specified in the notice, make to the Council the payment specified in the notice, accompanied by the notice,

9.3.      The Council shall receive the payment and issue a receipt for it and may retain the money so paid and no payment so received shall in any circumstances be recoverable by the person who made it, and a prosecution in respect of the alleged contravention will not be instituted during the period specified in the notice and, if the payment specified in the notice is made during that period, no prosecution in respect of the alleged will be instituted. 

 9.4.      A fixed payment shall be served in one of the following ways-

 a)         By delivering it to the person,

 b)         By leaving it at the address at which the person ordinarily resides.

 c)         By sending it by post in a prepaid registered letter addressed to the person at the address at which the person ordinarily resides,

Public parks and open spaces are secured, as far as is practically possible, against encroachment but it is not possible to make them 100% secure against unauthorised vehicles, in particular small motorcycles which can be easily lifted over and around barriers. 

There is also an onus on persons purchasing such vehicles to acquaint themselves with all laws and regulations governing their safe use in a public place. This is of particular relevance, where vehicles have been purchased for use by children, that parents ensure that they are not improperly used in public places and in particular, that they are not used in public parks and open spaces where they present a hazard to other users.

Q9/0112
ADULT EXERCISE EQUIPMENT IN PARKS
QUESTION: Councillor E. Higgins

To ask the Manager for an update on the installation of adult exercise equipment in the 11 parks which were awarded funding for these projects in the County and to provide information on the projected timeframe for completion of these trails?
REPLY:
A total of 11 applications were made to the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport for grant aid for the provision of outdoor gym equipment in the South Dublin County Council area.    

All eleven applications were successful and notice of provisional allocation has been received from the Department for the following locations:

1. Beechfield Park 

2. Greenhills Park 

3. Glendown Park 

4. Tymon Park (2 trails) 

5. Griffeen Valley Park 

6. Waterstown Park 

7. Hermitage Park 

8. Kingswood Park 

9. Rathcoole Park 

10. Corkagh Park 

11. Aylesbury Park

The Council advertised a tender for the supply and installation of outdoor gym equipment at the eleven locations on 18th November and eight companies submitted tenders by the closing date.

The tenders have been processed and it is expected that contracts for the supply and installation of equipment will issue shortly to the successful companies, following receipt of clearance from the Department of Transport. Tourism and Sport to enter into contract. 

It is expected that the exercise equipment will be installed in all of the parks by the end of March 2012.

Q10/0112
PUBLIC EVENTS CELEBRATING EASTER
QUESTION: Councillor E. Higgins

To ask the Manager to detail any plans for celebrating Easter in the county including any public events in any of the parks?
REPLY:

The Council's parks will be open for public use over the Easter Holiday period on the same basis as in previous years.

There are no proposals to run any specific events in public parks to celebrate Easter. 

Q11/0112
ENTRANCE SIGNAGE IN THE COUNTY
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager if there are any plans to replace/improve the ‘welcome’ signage at the entrances to the county, in particular as part of efforts to market our county as an investment location?
REPLY:
Members will be aware that there are existing prominent signs at the entrances to the County. Given current resources, at this time there are no plans to replace/ improve the 'welcome' signage at the County boundaries.

Q12/0112
‘THINK LOCAL’ CHRISTMAS CAMPAIGN
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to outline the resources committed and steps undertaken in support of the ‘Think Local’ Christmas campaign?


REPLY:
The Think Local Campaign is an initiative of the South Dublin County Development Board.  Posters were developed which were particular to the villages of South Dublin County.  These were funded by the Council as a contribution to the campaign and distributed where possible by the Chamber of Commerce, Community organisations and local Village Trader groups.  

The CDB is currently working with Comhairle na nÓg to encourage young people in the County to Think Local for 2012 and expand the concept further.  

Q13/0112
SECTION 48 DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTION SCHEME

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager for a report on the likely date for receipt of the consultants review of the section 48 Development Contribution Scheme and the timeframe for a proposal for a new draft scheme to come before the elected members for consideration?

REPLY:
A working group of the Economic Development (including Planning) SPC is considering the review of the Development Contribution Scheme. During 2011 it was agreed at Regional level that a (limited) economic review of the existing Scheme should be carried out to inform the current review and recommendations made to elected members following same. 

Following an investigation of options to deliver this review, Dublin City, on behalf of the other Authorities, have engaged consultants to carry out the review and it is envisaged that a report should be available during February 2012.  Following the receipt and consideration of the report recommendations will be brought to the Working Group and SPC and to full Council. 

In order to expedite this process the possibility of holding special Working Group and SPC meetings was discussed at the Working Group. Based on the above, it is anticipated that it may be possible to have a report to full Council for the April meeting. The resulting legislative timescale is set out below. (Please note that the dates are indicative only based on the April meeting-there are potential conflicts with normal calendar arrangements. Given this factor added to the process outlined above and below a realistic effective date for a new Scheme will be during September/October 2012)
	Timeframe for Making Contributions Scheme

	
	
	
	Statutory

	
	Publish notice of draft scheme and send copy to Minister
	
	Mon 9 Apr 12

	6 weeks min
	on display for not less than 6 weeks
	
	Mon 21 May 12

	
	submissions in writing may be made within this period
	
	

	4 weeks max
	Manager to prepare report within 4 weeks after expiration of consultation period and submit to members
	before
	Sun 17 Jun 12

	6 weeks max
	no more than 6 weeks after receipt of Manager's report, members may by resolution make, vary, modify, or not make the Scheme.
	before
	Sat 28 Jul 12

	
	publish notice of making of scheme in newspaper
	
	


It should also be noted that the National Transport Authority are currently carrying out a review of Section 49 Schemes at National level.

Q14/0112
COUNTY PLAY POLICY
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to provide a detailed update on the current review of the County Play Policy and the Playground Construction Programme?
REPLY: 

The Play Policy is under review and the sub group set up by the Sports Recreation Community and Parks SPC met for the first time, before Christmas. A second meeting is scheduled for 18th January next. The group is on schedule to present its report at the Strategic Policy Committee meeting in March. The group will be given an update on the Playground Construction Programme at the meeting on 18th January. 

 Q15/0112
COMMENCEMENT NOTICES
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to report on the total number of residential units for which commencement notices were lodged with the Building Control Authority during 2011?
REPLY:
Commencement notices were received during 2011 for a total of 74 residential units.

 Q16/0112
CLEANING/REPAINTING COUNCIL ESTATE NAMEPLATES
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to report on the delays encountered in response to requests for the repainting or cleaning of nameplates in estates in the council’s charge?

REPLY:
The cleaning or repainting or upgrading of nameplates has been added to the Area Engineer's work schedule for 2012. This work will be prioritised within the current year's  road maintenance programme and  budgetary provision. 

Q17/0112
STREET CLEANING PROGRAMME 2012
QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell

To ask the Manager for an outline of the proposed extended street cleaning programme for 2012 and to show how this will effect the existing "handcart" service and to name the areas that will be cleaned and how often?
REPLY:
The road-sweeping contract was tendered in late 2011 with a view to appointing the Contractor in February 2012. The contract was revised to include for greater flexibility of the services as required by the Council, additional weed removal in all areas and an extension to the duration of the leaf clearance operation.

The Council utilises the services of both the Operations Unit, and the Cleansing Unit based in Ballymount Depot in conjunction with a Private Contractor who has dedicated teams that operate an extensive street-cleaning programme on main roads, local roads and estates. The Council’s Cleansing staff target central locations in Lucan and Palmerstown using Handcart, green machine and litter bin operatives.

It is the Council’s intention to schedule the works programme for the Operations and Cleansing Units in accordance with the regular road-sweeping schedule as well as tying in with the Parks Section grass cutting schedules.  Currently, housing estates are swept 4 times a year and gullies are cleaned once a year on a scheduled basis.  This works programme will ensure that areas can be cleaned in the interim periods between scheduled sweeps and indicators developed to enable an ongoing review of the level of resources and nature of the operations required. 

As part of the Councils Litter Management Plan, there will be a number of campaigns aimed at reducing the level of littering within the County, thereby reducing the resources required to cleanup after offenders and allowing the staff to be used in other operations. 

Q18/0112
SERVICING WATER MAINS IN 2011
QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell

To ask the Manager for an up to date progress report on the servicing of the water mains in 2011 and in particular if all the work of "re-setting stop cocks below the minimum level" has been completed and what improvements, if any, have taken place in preventing leakage from the system?
REPLY:
The Water Section carried out the following works on the water network in 2011:

Repairs to burst mains                                   114

Repairs to services                                         499

Removal of lead services                                127

Shallow services and stopcocks deepened          81

Repair or install valves                                     60

Repair or install hydrants                                 37

Repair or install air valves                                  6

All of the above works contribute towards preventing leakage from the network.

During the very cold period last winter there was a significant issue with services freezing.  This typically occurs if service pipes and stopcocks are not laid deep enough.  We identified or were informed of 253 services that froze last winter and have been carrying out works to excavate and lower services on this list as resources allow and based on priority, ie the shallowest services/stopcocks and where householder have laid new deeper services out to their boundary have been done first.  During 2011 we excavated 81 stopcocks and lowered them and the associated part of the services in the public area to the specified depth of at least 450mm below ground. This work will continue in the current year.

Q19/0112
SDCC SUPPORT FOR INSTALLATION & OPERATION OF CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he will make a report on the number of villages and other locations, if any, including traditional villages, in which the Council in December 2011/January 2012 supported/partially supported by way of financial grant or otherwise the installation and operation of Christmas Lights, and the expenditure, by the Council on such supports?
REPLY:
In 2011 South Dublin County Council funded the provision of 3 civic Christmas trees at the following locations; County Hall, Tallaght, Civic Offices Clondalkin and County Library Tallaght; these trees are purchased through a quotation process each year at a total cost of €2,600 plus vat. In addition the equipment for the installation and removal of the trees cost €912 plus vat and €680 plus vat for Christmas Tree Lighting and associated costs.

Due to ongoing budgetary constraints the Council has scaled back on the number of trees purchased and has invested in energy-efficient Christmas tree lights to reduce costs. We have also developed a more sustainable civic Christmas tree program by planting Christmas trees species at a number of locations including Lucan and Rathcoole Villages thereby reducing the need to purchase new trees on a yearly basis. 

The Council’s events team in partnership with local artists and community groups co-ordinate the ‘switching on’ of the Christmas tree lights by the Mayor of South Dublin County each year in our civic spaces in Clondalkin and Tallaght.  These events are extremely well attended and have proved increasingly popular over the years as both spectators and participants enjoy an afternoon of fun and entertainment for all. The civic Christmas tree lights and festivities add to the aesthetic appearance of our villages and town centres attracting shoppers and visitors. It is important in the current financial climate to support the local business community and provide an attractive atmosphere for citizens during the festive season.

Q20/0112
ELIGIBILITY FOR HOUSEHOLD BIN WAIVER
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he can provide a report on the criteria used by the Council, up to April 2012, to determine the eligibility of a household in the County for a Household Bin Waiver?
REPLY:
The following was the criteria used to determine eligibility of a household for a Waiver of the Waste Charges prior to the service being sold to Greyhound Recycling and Recovery Limited on 1st April, 2011.  Under the terms of the sale agreement to GRR only those households that had waivers at the time of the sale of the service would continue to avail of same until 31st March, 2012.

"The information provided in the application must indicate that either the applicant and/or household members are currently paying income tax.   Under the terms of the South Dublin County Council Environmental Waste Charge Waiver Scheme, people who are paying income tax, do not qualify for a waiver of the Environmental Waste Charges.  Proof of address and income details must be submitted with the application i.e. Current ESB Bill or other household bill, current Rent Supplement Receipt or copy of Lease Agreement.  Also, copies of income details for the applicant and each member of the household i.e. P60 or a Payslip if applicant or any household member is working.  If not working, a copy of Social Welfare income should be submitted.  If a member of the household is in full-time college, a letter from the College is requested."

Q21/0112
NEW HOUSEHOLD CHARGE
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he can indicate the number of households in the County, which he anticipates will be required to pay the new Household Charge in 2012?
REPLY:
The Household Charge is an annual charge introduced by the Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 (www.irishstatutebook.ie)

which is payable by owners of residential property. It is a matter for owners of residential property to register and pay the household charge after the 1st of January 2012.  The 2012 charge is €100 per residential property.

Owners of qualifying properties may claim an exemption from the charge if: 

·        The residential property is part of the trading stock of a business and has not been sold or been the source of any income since construction,

·        The residential property is vested in a Minister of the Government or the Health Service Executive,

·        The residential property is vested in a housing authority, including property where households are purchasing their homes under the Shared Ownership Scheme and where the local authority still retains an ownership stake,

·        The residential property is vested in a Voluntary housing body or is co-operative housing,

·        The residential property is one to which commercial rates apply,

·        The residential property is owned by a charity or comprised in a discretionary trust, 

·        The residential property is home accommodation which a person had to leave due to long-term mental or physical infirmity (e.g. a person that has moved into a nursing home). 

The owner of qualifying residential property may be eligible for a waiver from payment of the household charge if:

·        He/she is entitled to mortgage interest supplement

·        The residential property is located in prescribed unfinished housing estates (see Unfinished Housing Estates section for more detail)

An online system www.householdcharge.ie  is in place to enable home owners to pay the household charge by credit card/debit card.   In addition, home owners can make the payment by cheque, postal order, etc through the post to the Local Government Management Agency who operate a bureau and administers the charge on a shared service/agency basis for all local authorities.  In addition, payment will be accepted in the Council offices.

The number of domestic properties in the county totals approximately 97,540 units but it is not known in full how many of these will qualify for an exemption or waiver.  

Exemptions will apply to 9,317 social housing properties and 141 properties eligible as part of shared ownership schemes.  In addition there are approx. 1,125 properties in the county which are owned by voluntary housing bodies and are eligible to claim an exemption from the charge.  The schedule of Unfinished Housing Estates available on www.householdcharge.ie does not include any estates in South Dublin County Council.

The balance of eligible properties when these specific exemptions have been applied is approximately 86,957 yielding (before additional waivers or exemptions are granted) an income of €8,695,700 for the local government fund.

Q22/0112
COUNCIL APPROVED TAXI RANKS
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he will make a report identifying the locations in the county where official/designated Taxi Ranks (ie approved by the Council) are provided?
REPLY:
There are no officially designated taxi stands (taxi ranks) in the County. There are a number of official / semi-official locations where taxis are encouraged to ply for trade or where taxis have traditionally gathered to ply for trade and which have become accepted. 

Arising from discussions held during the consultation phase on the Pay and Display Parking Bye Laws, a number of locations in the County have been identified where consideration is being given to recommending the formal designation of a taxi stand. It has been proposed that this designation will only be made in conjunction with the adoption of appropriate bye laws regulating the control and operation of these designated taxi stands. A comprehensive consultation phase is envisaged in conjunction with the overall designation process.

H6/0112 
DECLARATION  OF  ROADS  TO  BE  PUBLIC  ROADS

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H7a)/0112
PROPOSED  DISPOSAL  OF  PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE DWELLINGS

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H7b)/0112
PROPOSED  DISPOSAL  OF  PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED GRANT OF LEASE TO KILNAMANAGH AFC IN RESPECT OF SITE FOR FOOTBALL PITCH AND ALL WEATHER FACILITIES AT TREEPARK ROAD, KILNAMANAGH, DUBLIN 24
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Development, Roads and Water Services, and was CONSIDERED:

“The Council’s Parks Department recommended that the Council allocate a site at Treepark Road, Kilnamanagh, Dublin 24 to Kilnamanagh A.F.C. for the development of a football pitch and all-weather facilities. The Club has already provided changing-room facilities in the Kilnamanagh Family Recreation Centre adjoining the proposed site. Kilnamanagh A.F.C. obtained planning permission for the development of a football pitch and all-weather facilities on the site – Planning Reg. Ref. SD07A/0463 and SD08A/0652 refer. By Manager’s Order LA/170/08 the Council granted a building licence to Kilnamanagh AFC to enter onto the site to carry out the development.  The Club was approved for grant funding in the sum of €280,000 by the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism towards the carrying out of these works and the Council accepted a Deed of Charge against its title in respect of this grant funding- Manager’s Order LA/046/2008 and Minute No. C/0074/08 refer.  The works are now complete and the facility operational and it is proposed to grant a lease to the Trustees of Kilnamanagh AFC in respect of the facility, subject to terms and conditions. 

I accordingly recommend that subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 that the Council dispose by way of lease of an area of land measuring 1.823Ha (4.5 acres) or thereabouts comprising of standard football pitch and two all weather pitches, as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. PLS 1653-04 to the Trustees of Kilnamanagh Association Football Club, subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Chief Valuer:

1.            That the lease shall be for a period of 35 years. 

2.            That the demised premises is the area as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. PLS 1653-04 measuring an area of 1.823Ha (4.5 acres) or thereabouts.

3.            That the Council shall retain a right to wayleaves for no consideration through the areas shown shaded in yellow on Drawing No. PLS. 1653-04 to access public services/utilities located within and adjacent to the premises and to any future wayleaves through any part of the leased area, for any of its statutory purposes subject to the appropriate reinstatement of any lands so affected. 

4.            That the annual rent shall be in the sum of €57,000 (fifty seven thousand euro) plus V.A.T, (if applicable), exclusive of all outgoings and shall be subject to review at the end of every fifth year to the annual open market rent which shall be determined by a Chartered Valuation Surveyor appointed by the Council or on the basis of the increase (if any) in the Consumer Price Index or the passing rent, whichever is greater.  

Notwithstanding the rent so reserved and in accordance with the provisions of Article 206(1) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2009,  the annual rent shall be abated to €200 (two hundred euro) ) plus V.A.T, (if applicable), exclusive of all outgoings subject to the property being used for the purposes as specified at term no 6, outlined below.

5.            That the Lessee shall be responsible for all outgoings including rates, charges, fees, electricity bills and refuse charges  that may become payable on the premises during the period of the lease.

6.            That the demised premises shall be used solely by the Lessee for non profit making purposes and more specifically as a sports facility. In the event of it ceasing to be used for such purposes it shall revert free of charge to the Council or to the open market yearly rent applicable at that time.

7.            That the Lessee shall not sell, assign, grant any sub interests, sub-divide, alienate or part with the possession of the demised premises without the prior written consent of the Council.

8.            That the Lessee shall keep the premises and surrounding area and boundaries in a good state of repair and carry out all necessary maintenance on the premises.  An authorised official of the Council shall be entitled to enter onto the premises at any time to view the state and condition of the premises and, if necessary, to prepare a schedule of dilapidations and the necessary works (if any)  shall be carried out by the Lessee within a reasonable period of time as specified by the Council.

9.            That the Lessee shall at all times operate and maintain the premises in such a manner that it shall be an amenity to the neighbourhood and a place of pleasant resort and not allow it to be used so as to be a nuisance to persons resorting to it or to owners or occupiers of surrounding houses and lands or to members of the public. In particular, the Lessee shall not allow undue noise or commotion to emanate from the premises at any time during its opening hours. The premises shall be fully secured at all other times. 

10.        That the applicant shall at all times maintain proper order and conduct on the demised premises and shall exclude there from any person or child whose conduct is not proper, orderly and decent. 

 names of the Council and the Lessee against loss or damage by fire or other cause in the sum of the cost of rebuilding and reinstating materials, fittings and such insurance shall be index linked and to produce to the Council for notation the policy or policies of such insurance and the receipt for every such payment.

That in the event of the premises or any part thereof being destroyed or damaged as aforesaid, the Lessee shall forthwith rebuild and reinstate the same to its original state. That all monies received by virtue of any such insurance as aforesaid shall be applied to the rebuilding and the reinstatement of the premises.

12.        That the Lessee shall take out and produce to the Council for notation a Public Liability Policy of Insurance indemnifying the Lessee and the Council in the sum of €6,400,000 in respect of any one claim for injury or damage to any person or property at or in or on the site or premises howsoever arising and to pay punctually all premiums lawfully due and to produce to the Council (without formal demand being necessary) each year on payment of the premiums the receipt thereof for notation.

13.        That the Lessee will comply at all times with the requirements of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Acts, 1963 – 2000, the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended, the Building Control Act, 1990 and the Building Regulations 1991 – 1994, Building Control Regulations 1997.

14.        That the Lessee shall  comply with all statutory requirements and regulations and in particular the Safety, Health & Welfare at Work  Act 1989 to 2005,  Waste Management Act 1996 as amended and Litter Pollution legislation and any amendments or re-enactments currently in force, or to be re-enacted in the future in respect of the said Acts and Regulations.

15.        That the Lessee shall be prohibited from erecting any mast, tower, aerial or hoarding on the premises without the prior written consent of the Council, which consent will be subject to terms between the parties.

16.        That the Lessee shall not carry out any alteration or development of the premises or erect any structure or make any excavation without the prior written consent of the Council, such consent not to be unreasonably withheld.

17.        That any signage erected by the Lessee shall be subject to Council approval and shall be in accordance with specifications of the Council’s Planning Department.

18.        That the sale, manufacture or consumption of intoxicating liquor shall not be permitted in or about the premises.

19.        The Lessee shall at the direction of the Council make adequate provision for the use of the leased area by other organisations and schools in the area at reasonable times and rates subject to it being used in a proper manner and subject to availability. Any entity, organisations and schools that may be given use of the leased area must ensure that they are adequately insured with their own policy of insurance for any such events organised therein, that the Lessee’s insurance should not be affected by any event which they have not directly organised or are not directly involved with.

20.        In the context of any future redesign or redevelopment of the adjoining lands, that the Council shall have the absolute right for no consideration to resume possession of the leased area and to relocate the Lessee temporarily or permanently to an equivalent facility in the locality.

21.        That in the event of the Lessee failing to comply any of the terms, conditions, warranties, covenants or the obligations and stipulations herein contained or becoming dissolved or going into liquidation, the Council may revoke the Lease by giving the Lessee notice in writing to that effect and unless otherwise stated in such Notice, this Agreement shall cease immediately upon such Notice having been given.

22.        That the Lessee shall be responsible for the payment of any V.A.T or other taxes or charges due to the creation of the lease.

23.        That the Lessee shall pay the Council’s legal fees plus VAT(if applicable) incurred in the grant of the lease, which fee shall be agreed with the Law Agent in due course.. 

24.       That the Lessee shall pay Valuers fees of €1500.00 (one thousand five hundred euro) plus VAT.

25.       That the Lease Agreement shall be drafted by the County Solicitor and may contain any other covenants and conditions usually contained in agreements of this type.

26.       That the above proposal is subject to satisfactory proof of title.

27.       That the above proposal is subject to the necessary consents and approvals being obtained.

The lands being disposed of form part of lands acquired from Kilnamanagh Estates Ltd in 1985 for road purposes.”
It was proposed by Councillor C. Brophy, seconded by Councillor M. Duff   and RESOLVED:

“That subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 that the Council dispose by way of lease of an area of land measuring 1.823Ha (4.5 acres) or thereabouts comprising of standard football pitch and two all weather pitches, as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. PLS 1653-04 to the Trustees of Kilnamanagh Association Football Club, subject to the terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Chief Valuer in the foregoing report.”
H7c)/0112
PROPOSED  DISPOSAL  OF  PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF STRIP OF LAND AT SIDE OF 10 MAPLE GROVE, RATHCOOLE, CO. DUBLIN TO EDWARD & MARIE MCCONNON
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Development, Roads and Water Services, and was CONSIDERED:

“An application has been received from Edward & Marie McConnon, the owners of a property at 10 Maple Grove, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin to acquire a strip of land at the side of the property which they have been maintaining for some years. The strip of land in question forms part of a longer strip which runs to the side of No 10 Maple Grove and continues along the rear of houses at 16 to 20 Maple Grove. A portion of the land to the rear of 18-20 Maple Grove has already been disposed of by the Council as approved at Council meeting held on 14/3/2011. 

The matter was referred to the Council’s Chief Valuer for consideration and he has recommended the terms as set out hereunder, which he considers to be fair and reasonable and which have been accepted by the applicants.

Accordingly, I recommend that the Council dispose of a strip of land comprising of an area of 0.019Ha or thereabouts at the side of10 Maple Grove, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin  as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/68/11  to the respective house owners, Edward & Marie McConnon in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Chief Valuer:-

1.     That the Council shall dispose of the plot as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/68/11 comprising of an area of 0.019Ha at Maple Grove, Rathcoole for the consideration of €1,850.00 (one thousand eight hundred and fifty euro) plus VAT, if applicable.

2.     That the land is disposed of with full freehold title and vacant possession subject to the wayleave referred to at No 3 hereunder.

3.     That the Council shall retain a wayleave over the entire plot (area shown shaded in yellow on Drawing No. LA/68/11) and shall require unimpeded access at all times to services that exist in the above land. The existing gate/gateway at entrance to the subject plot shall be retained for this purpose. 

4.     That no structure either temporary or permanent is to be located within the wayleave area.

5.     That the applicant shall incorporate the subject plot into his property and shall construct a boundary feature to the satisfaction of the Council. No load bearing walls, hedging or boundary treatments shall be erected that would prevent access between properties along the area of the wayleave including plots to the rear of neighbouring properties. Any boundary feature erected shall not interfere with the noise barrier along the N7 which adjoins the subject plot. 

6.     That the applicant shall be responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of the subject plot including all boundary fences, walls, gates etc

 7.     That the applicant shall pay the Council’s legal fees in this matter.

8.     That the applicant shall pay the Council’s Valuers fees of €250 (two hundred and fifty euro), plus V.A.T.

9.     That the Council’s Law Agent shall draft the necessary legal agreements and shall include any further terms he deems appropriate in Agreements of this nature.

10. That the disposal is subject to the necessary statutory approval of the Council being obtained.

11. That no exchange enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until exchange of contracts has taken place.

The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired from Mulholland Development Company Limited under the Dublin County Council Compulsory Purchase (Saggart/Rathcoole Interchange) Order, 1993 for roads purposes.

 
J. Horan 
County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor T. Delaney    and RESOLVED:
“That the Council dispose of a strip of land comprising of an area of 0.019Ha or thereabouts at the side of 10 Maple Grove, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin  as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/68/11  to the respective houseowners, Edward & Marie McConnon in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Chief Valuer in the foregoing report.”
H8/0112
LEASE OF LAND AT ST. COLMCILLE’S WAY, BALLYCULLEN, DUBLIN 16 TO BALLYBODEN ST. ENDA’S GAA CLUB FOR THE PROVISION OF DRESSING-ROOM FACILITIES.  APPROVAL OF REGISTRATION OF CHARGE IN FAVOUR OF THE MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT, TOURISM AND SPORT

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Development, Roads and Water Services, and was CONSIDERED:

“The Council at its meeting held on 12th September 2005 approved the lease of a site as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/23/11 at the Scholarstown/Kilininny Link Road now known as St. Colmcille’s Way, Ballycullen to Ballyboden St. Enda’s GAA Club for the provision of dressing-room facilities - Minute No. C/00592/05 refers. Updated terms were approved by the Council at its meeting held on 14th September 2009.  Minute No. H7c/0909 refers.

Ballyboden St. Enda’s GAA Club has been approved for Sports Capital Grants from the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport in the sum of €1,000,000.00.

The Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport now requires to register a charge, in respect of the grant approved, against the leasehold interest held by Ballyboden St. Enda’s GAA Club in the property.  In accordance with the terms of the lease the Lessee is required to obtain the written consent of the Council, as landlord, in order to take a charge against the property.  

The Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport also requires the Council to enter into an Agreement, undertaking that in the event of the Club ceasing to continue to use the lands for sporting and recreational purposes and the Council recovering possession of the lands,  having exercised its right to forfeiture under the Lease, to ensure the lands are used for sporting and recreational purposes, or alternatively, repay to the Minister the amount of the grant then owing or such sum as the Minister may demand, whichever is the lesser amount.

The Council’s agreement is necessary to enable Ballyboden St. Enda’s Club to draw down the funding from the Department.

Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001 provides that the Council may approve the granting of any financial assistance whether by grants, loans, guarantees or other financial aid, and such approval to be by way of resolution of the Council.

 Accordingly it is recommended that the Council adopt the following resolution:

“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, the Council enter into a Deed of Agreement with the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport as outlined in the foregoing report in respect of the site at St. Colmcille’s Way, Ballycullen, Dublin 16, as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/23/11, the subject of a Lease between the Council and Ballyboden St. Enda’s GAA Club.” 

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor A.  Dermody and RESOLVED:

“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, the Council enter into a Deed of Agreement with the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport as outlined in the foregoing report in respect of the site at St. Colmcille’s Way, Ballycullen, Dublin 16, as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/23/11, the subject of a Lease between the Council and Ballyboden St. Enda’s GAA Club.”


CORRESPONDENCE FOR NOTING

Ministerial
Co1/0112
Letter, dated 5th January 2012, from Minister for Housing in further reply to SDCC's letter regarding Anti-social Behaviour and Landlords (M1/0610)

Other
Co2/0112
Letter, dated 13th December 2011, from Clare County Council regarding Unemployment Assistance recipients and Local Authority 3 day working options
Co3/0112
Letter, dated 21st December 2011, from Monaghan Town Council regarding (a) Winter Fuel Allowance; (b) CE Scheme cuts; (c) Motor Tax
Co4/0112
Letter, dated 22nd December 2011, from Limerick County Council regarding Irish Ambassador to Holy See
Co5/0112
Letter, by email dated 4th January 2012, from Kilkenny County Council regarding Housing Adaptation Grant Scheme
Co6/0112
Letter, dated 10th January 2012, from Fingal County Council to Revenue Commissioners regarding Pensioners Tax Liability
The above letters were NOTED.

MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

M1/0112
PEDESTRIAN SAFETY ON NEWCASTLE ROAD
The following motion in the name of Councillor T. Delaney was WITHDRAWN: 
That this Council recognises the serious issue of pedestrian safety along the Newcastle Road in Lucan but insists that the proposed implementation of a local HGV ban coincides with a lifting of the existing HGV ban on the Outer Ring Road.

M2/0112
RACISM
As Councillor M. Corr was not in the Chamber the following motion FELL in accordance with Standing Order 20:

“That South Dublin County Council condemns racism and calls on all Local Authorities nationally to do the same.”
M3/0112
ALLOCATION OF MONIES / FLOODING RELIEF
It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan:
“That the Manager presents a report on how many monies has been allocated under the flooding relief budget designated by the government in the aftermath of the recent flooding, and to outline what processes were used to assess claims and payments.”
REPORT:
“As a result of the severe flood event 24th October 2011 South Dublin County Council are now in a position to propose certain flood alleviation schemes to minimise future flooding risks within the County. These schemes have been identified by the Council in conjunction with the Department and Office of Public Works (OPW) with a view to preparing funding applications for the schemes.

Irrespective of the event of 24th October last it should be noted that The Eastern Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) study commenced in the Eastern district in June 2011 and will run until the end of 2015. The main aims of the Eastern CFRAM Study are to (i) assess flood risk, through the identification of flood hazard areas and the associated impacts of flooding (ii) identify viable structural and non-structural measures and options for managing the flood risks for localised high-risk areas and within the catchment as a whole, (iii) prepare a strategic Flood Risk Management Plan (FRMP) and associated Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) that sets out the measures and policies that should be pursued to achieve the most cost effective and sustainable management of flood risk, (iv) ensure that full and thorough public and stakeholder consultation and engagement is achieved.

The Eastern CFRAM Study being carried includes all of the rivers in the South Dublin County Council area.  A preliminary flood risk assessment has been carried out to identify areas that need further assessment to determine their risk of flooding.  For these risk areas, flood risk maps and flood hazard maps will be drawn up by 2013.  Flood Risk Management Plans (FRMPs) will be developed by 2015.  FRMPs will include measures in relation to flood prevention, protection and preparedness. Emergency response to flooding, recovery from flooding and incorporating lessons learned will be important elements of the FRMPs.  Issues such as climate change, land use practices and future development will also be addressed in the FRMPs. The public will have a right to access the CFRAM programme information and to have their say in the development of FRMPs. 

In specific terms as a result of the flood event of 24th October 2011 and notwithstanding the outcomes of the CFRAM Study, South Dublin County Council has identified a number of areas that would significantly benefit from emergency flood alleviation works. The OPW has a “minor works” programme in place that allows Local Authorities to apply for funding of up to €500,000 per scheme. Through discussions with the OPW, the Council will be applying for this funding for interim works which will be complimentary to the overall objectives of the CFRAM. SDCC is in the process of completing minor works / studies claim forms for submission to the OPW in the near future.  It is necessary, prior to submission of claims, to carry out various investigations and surveys and prepare appropriate drawings in support of each claim. 

The following schemes are being developed by SDCC and are being discussed on a continual basis with the OPW to ensure compliance with the requirements of the funding criteria.

Poddle

It is proposed to integrate the three elements of emergency work on the Poddle (Tymon Park retention, screens installation / replacement / minor channel maintenance) into a single application at an estimated cost of €500k.  To complete this application it is necessary to agree a re-design of screens with the OPW and to engage OPW nominated consultants to overview the design of these emergency works on the Poddle to ensure no negative impacts on future long term works.

It is agreed with the OPW that major drainage / channel works on the Poddle is best examined under the East CFRAM Study, given the potential scale of the works and the need to accurately assess requirements (and costs and benefits relative to other options).

Owendoher (Woodview)
An application under the minor works to address the flooding of the Woodview Cottages is nearing completion and is subject to review by OPW Consultants prior to submission. 

Dodder (Butterfield)
A detailed review  and examination of the damage caused to the gabions on 24th October 2011 must await the lowering of water levels in the Dodder.  This review will then determine the appropriate works to minimise future flooding. When the appropriate action is determined a funding application will be made to OPW.  

Ballycullen
SDCC has carried out a detailed review of the network in this area and are preparing a submission including initial designs / concepts to the OPW to resolve the flooding at this location.
Knockmore/Killinarden
The design of the appropriate swale to divert water from the Houses in Killinarden / Knockmore is being carried out in conjunction with the Parks Section and works will be carried out in the current year.  An application for funding will also be submitted for these works.

It should be noted that in addition to the above the Council’s Water & Drainage Sections have been carrying out repairs and remedial works to the network since 24th October 2011 including the clearing of debris from the channels, removing ‘at risk’ trees and shrubs from the banks, clearing culverts and screens and this work will continue in the current year.  In addition the following specific provision was provided for in the 2012 Budget 

“That a ring fenced fund of  200,000 euro be provided to fund and prioritise an enhanced new gully installation and repair programme and also other local flood alleviation measures to reduce the risk of future flooding in the County.”

The above is exclusive of the humanitarian aid relief scheme (€10m) announced and operated by the Department of Social Protection following the October 2011 flooding.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor J. Hannon.

Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Development, Roads and Water Services responded to the Member’s query and confirmed that a more detailed report would be presented to the Area Committee Meetings, and also that he was still awaiting a response in relation to funding under the Humanitarian Aid Relief scheme.   A further request will issue to the Department of Social Protection and when a reply is received the Members will be notified.
The Report was NOTED.
It was AGREED that Motion 4 would be considered after Motion 10.
M5/0112
UNDOCUMENTED IRISH CAMPAIGN
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:
“That this Council supports the Undocumented Irish campaign in the USA to introduce an earned regularisation scheme. This Council also notes with concern the high numbers of undocumented families and children living in Ireland without rights and under tremendous stress and fear. This Council supports the introduction of an earned regularisation scheme in Ireland, based on criteria set down by the Department of Justice and Equality, so that undocumented migrants living in Ireland can participate fully in the social, political and economic affairs of the country. This Council will forward a copy of this motion to the Minister for Justice and Equality.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the sentiments of the Members will be conveyed to the Minister for Justice and Equality.”
In proposing the motion Councillor Looney noted that a similar motion had recently been passed by Dublin City Council.
The Motion was AGREED.
M6/0112
ROAD SIGNAGE IN THE COUNTY
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor M. McDonagh:
“That this Council calls on the Manager to ensure that all major and secondary road signage, including directional signage to major venues within the County, is readable and clear to the travelling public and to ensure that such signage is kept graffiti free”.
REPORT:
“The Area Engineers are aware of the need to keep all statutory signage clean and readable. Particular attention is paid to ensuring that vegetation does not encroach on the visibility of the signage and at suitable times of the year programmes to cut back such vegetation are implemented. The Parks Section also assist in this task when implementing their works programmes.

However despite considerable thought being given to the placement arrangements for large signs, in a number of locations attempts have been made to "tag" and / or add graffiti to some signs. While this does not impede the reflective ability of the signage it is unsightly.  In many cases the signs have been treated during manufacture with a covering which prevents much of the ink / paint etc from adhering strongly to the signs and this ink / paint is removed in a relatively short time by climatic conditions. 

The Area Engineers have again been reminded to examine the signage in their areas and to repair or clean any vandalised signs.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillor M. Duff, Councillor T. Ridge and Councillor J. Hannon during which it was noted that a lot of signage has been “tagged” suggested that the Council needs to get stronger on anti- graffiti.  
Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Development, Roads and Water Services responded to the Members’ queries.

The report was NOTED.

M7/0112
GRASS CUTTING
It was proposed by Councillor E. Higgins, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:

“That the Manager outline best practice in terms of grass cutting responsibilities, in particular with reference to grass verges along minor and national roads.”
REPORT:
“The Council receives an annual grant from the National Roads Authority  to carry out ordinary maintenance of the national routes. This grant is provided to meet the cost of all road repairs, signage/ barrier replacement and repairs and other general maintenance including the cutting of grass on the margins and the medians.

The majority spend of the grant is prioritised to safety issues and the remainder on grass cutting. While every effort is made to maximise the percentage of the grant that might be made available for grass cutting, in practise this normally allows for 1 or 2 cuts of the verges and central margins on an annual basis. The Council is in ongoing discussion with the National Roads Authority regarding the adequacy of the allocation taking into account the working environment on these major roads and the health and safety obligations attaching to this work.  Should additional grant aid be made available by the NRA then arrangements will be  put in place to introduce a more frequent cutting regime for the national network.

On an annual basis there is a limited programme of hedge / ditch cutting along minor roads particularly in rural parts of the County. This work is carried out at certain times of the year outside of the nesting season.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillor E. Higgins, Councillor G. O’Connell and Councillor W. Lavelle with particular focus on:

· Need for greater maintenance allocation from NRA

· Clarity required on proposals for 2012 maintenance 
· Ability of adjoining Local Authority to provide adequate maintenance / grass cutting of road medians

· Provision in early Public Realm list for Palmerston.
Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Development, Roads and Water Services responded to the Members queries and reiterated that the responsibility for the maintenance of 5 National Roads in the county rests with the NRA.  He acknowledged that there was an initial indicative provision in an early Public Realm project list when greater funding was anticipated but that this list was significantly reduced when the funding stream reduced and priorities were identified.  

Mr. Walsh advised that the 2012 allocation has not yet been notified to the Council and that the NRA is aware that allocations are insufficient. 
The report was NOTED.
M8/0112
SUPERFLUOUS SIGNAGE
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:  


“That this Council requests the Manager to initiate a programme of removal of all superfluous signage highlighting capital construction and upgrade projects which are fully completed for more than a year; and furthermore in line with section 4.2.9.ii of the County Development Plan to “progressively reduce the amount of free-standing signposts, mini-pillars boxes, overhead cables and other urban clutter which detract from the visual attractiveness of our traditional urban centres commencing with those areas designated as Architectural Conservation Areas.”
REPORT:
“The Council is required by the publicity requirements for the receipt of EU funds and to comply with national policies, to provide billboard signs for all major projects. These signs must comply with requirements as to the size, type, colour and logos that are used and must be kept in place for the duration of the contract. They can be removed following the full completion of the project when all conditions have been satisfied but traditionally the Council has taken a liberal view of the timeline for their removal as all schemes are subject to national and EU audit up to 2015 and as failure to comply with the publicity requirements can give rise to a severe financial penalty. 

It is equally the objective of the Council to ensure that the network of roads in the County is both safe and efficient and in this regard, would examine critically the need for each of these signs both from the "clutter" of any signs which are no longer necessary and from the perspective that roadside obstructions do have safety implications. While many of these sign installations have an associated safety barrier it is the view that the removal of the signs and their barriers enhances overall road safety. 

The Traffic Signs Manual (Department of Transport, 2010) notes that signs should only be erected where there is a demonstrable need and Action 16 of the Department of Transport Smarter Travel document (2009) relates to the rationalisation of signage poles.

Accordingly, a review of need for these signs is carried out annually and if any Member wishes to have a particular installation reviewed as part of the 2012 Review, then they should forward the details directly to the Roads Department.  

In relation to section 4.2.9.ii of the County Development Plan, which relates to Policy AA8, Architectural Conservation Areas (ACAs), the Council’s Conservation Officer is generally consulted with regard to proposals for signage and street furniture in the five ACAs within the County which comprise traditional village centres and provides advice as appropriate.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor W. Lavelle.

Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Development, Roads and Water Services and Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Land Use, Economic and Transport Planning responded to the Member’s queries and reiterated the statutory requirement for certain signage to remain in place and of the provisions in the County Development Plan in relation to signage.  Mr. Walsh also informed the Members that an audit of all signage in the County would be carried out with a view to ascertaining which signs can or cannot be removed.

The report was NOTED.

M9/0112
NATIONAL WAIVER SYSTEM
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor D. Looney:
“That this Council, noting that around April 2011 almost 19,000 households in the County met the household income criteria for the granting of a waiver entitling them to a minimum number of black and brown bin collections in a year, and noting that as from April 2012 the waiver system operated and funded for many years by the Council, and currently implemented by Greyhound Waste Management, will be completely ended, requests the Manager to write immediately to Minister Phil Hogan, conveying to him the strong view of the Council that the National Waiver System proposed in the Programme for Government be drawn up and implemented as soon as possible preferably by April 2012 and certainly in 2012.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed, the terms of the motion will be conveyed to the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government and upon receipt, a copy of the reply will be circulated to the Members.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Tuffy, J. Hannon, G. O’Connell, D. Looney, E. Walsh, P. Cosgrave, T. Gilligan, J. Lahart and M. Devine.
The main issues of concern raised included:

· Urgency developing as Greyhound’s honouring of SDCC ex-customers’ waivers are due to expire in April 2012 

· Earlier indications / government commitment to the introduction of a  competitive tendering scheme incorporating a National Waste waiver scheme 

· Potential charge for future use of Green Bins

· Need to discuss on regular basis with Oireachtas members

· Similar letter had issued to the Minister in 2011 

· Implications for increased flytipping / illegal dumping as householders face additional household incl waste charges

· Criticism at level / lack of Greyhound’s customer service 

· Acknowledgement of viable economic reason why Council sold the service but caused an abandonment of householders

· Discussions being held with Department of Social Protection in relation to national waiver scheme.

Ms P. Poole, Deputy Manager and Director of Environmental Services responded to the Members queries and advised that a new national Waste Management Policy is being developed and it is anticipated that it will deal with tendering for market and national waiver scheme.   She outlined the means previously applied by the Council in the assessment of eligibility for waivers and reiterated that customers can exercise choice of service provider.  In conclusion Ms Poole stated that members will have opportunity to discuss service levels with operators at the forthcoming meeting.

The Motion was AGREED.

M10/0112
CALL OUT CHARGES FOR FIRE SERVICE
It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor C. Bond:

“That the members of this Council are opposed to the imposition of a call-out charge for the Fire Services within this County and request the County Manager to so inform the City Council and to further inform the City Manager that it is not in keeping with good governance, where there are shared facilities or services, to unilaterally impose such an operational change on such a vital public service on the citizens of this County.”
REPORT:
“Dublin City Council operates the Fire Service on behalf of all four local authorities in Dublin on an agency basis - this includes the efficient management of the service both in service and costs terms.   However the County Manager is engaged in discussion through the DLA (Dublin Local Authorities) Managers Forum on management and costs in relation to the fire service.   The action taken by the City Manager to introduce the charge (which is an executive function) was taken in consultation with the County Managers of Fingal, Dun Laoghaire and South Dublin.  The costs over the past 3 years have reduced slightly but there is no doubt there is still capacity for further savings within the service itself.  There is also a Liaison Group - the Fire Service Development Board which has been set up across the four authorities which is looking at the service itself.  Part of this role, in the context of developing the service, is about introducing efficiencies and ensuring that the emphasis is clearly on trying to reduce risk which in turn reduces costs.  

It should be noted that the formal agreement for the operation of the fire service empowers Dublin City to act on behalf of the other local authorities on the management of the service including costs.

Set out below are the costs to this Council over the past five years:-

	Year
	Costs

	2007
	€18,398,790.79

	2008
	€18,944,000.00

	2009
	€20,700,509.00

	2010
	€18,048,739.00

	2011
	€17,085,529.00

	Total
	€93,177,567.79


The Dublin Fire Service is the only such Fire Service which has not instigated a charge for the service.  The South Dublin County Manager has been advocating for some time that a charge be introduced which would be in line with other counties / cities and which would go some way towards reducing costs.  This Council will continue to work with the other Dublin Authorities towards driving change within the service which would further reduce costs.  There is no attempt to reduce the responsiveness of the service and it is not believed that the introduction of these charges which are extremely modest given the cost of the service will hinder households in calling the service when they need it.  

There have been meetings with the Insurance Federation to discuss the levy which is on household insurance policies.  Where households are insured they will be able to claim the charge back on their insurance.  It should also be pointed out that social housing (where the Council itself is the insurer) tenants will not be liable for a charge,  The City Council has undertaken to deal with cases on an individual basis where no insurance exists.  It has also been agreed that a campaign will be run to ensure that residents continue to call for fire service assistance as normal and as possible in a fire event.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors G. O’Connell, M. Devine, C. Brophy, T. Gilligan, C. Jones and E. Higgins.  Issues raised included:
· To what extend the Manager should consult with Members in relation to issues 

· Acknowledge savings in service over recent years

· Not  fair to expect public to pay for intrinsic service but supportive of  “Polluter pays principle”

· Rationale behind household charge is to cover cost of Local Authority / local services including Fire Service 

· Shared services concept is suitable in terms of sharing costs but there should be regular meetings between the participants in relation to service levels
· Implications of not calling out essential services due to financial liability of caller

· Need for Headed Item on update 

Ms P. Poole, Deputy Manager and Director of Environmental Services responded to the Members queries and set out the main provisions of the Fire Services Act 1981 including those relating to charges and executive functions.  She also outlined a long tradition of shared services between the Dublin local authorities. 

Ms Poole also referred to the responsibility to ensure that the service is continued to be brought to everyone, and of meetings held and discussions ongoing with the insurance federation. In conclusion Ms Poole reiterated that Dublin City was the last Local Authority / Fire Service to introduce the charge.

The Motion was AGREED with an understanding that the issues raised be conveyed to Dublin City at the next meeting dealing with the fire services.    
M4/0112
SCHEME OF RATES REDUCTION
It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan:
“That this Council considers a scheme of rates reduction for tenants who take up rental of vacant premises in particularly hard hit areas of the county.”
REPORT:
“Section 14(1) of the Local Government Act, 1946 provides that an owner can claim a refund of commercial rates where a property is unoccupied at the making of the county rate.  The refund allowed is one-twelfth of the annual rate in respect of every complete month during which the property is unoccupied either for the purpose of the execution of additions, alterations or repairs or because the owner is bona fide unable to obtain a suitable tenant at a reasonable rent.  If a property qualifies and an application is made for a vacancy refund in accordance with S. 14(1) of the Local Government Act, 1946 then a new occupier will incur commercial rates relating to that property from the month of occupancy to the end of the year

Commercial rates bills are calculated by applying the annual rate on valuation (rates multiplier) as adopted during the annual Budget process to the valuation of each property as provided by the Valuation Office which is the state agency charged with providing valuations for non-domestic property.  The Valuation Office is independent of local government and liaises with property owners and occupiers to prepare valuations.  A complete revaluation of all commercial property within South Dublin County was carried out by the Valuation Office during the period 2006 / 2007, affecting rateable valuations from 1st January 2008. The owner, occupier or rating authority may request a revision to the valuation of a property (in accordance with Section 28 of the Valuation Act 2001 www.irishstatutebook.ie) if a material change has been effected to the property since the revaluation e.g. an extension or reduction in the size of the property.  Applications for revisions of valuations should be made to the Valuation Office (Irish Life Centre, Abbey Street Lower, Dublin 1.

Tel: +353-1 817 1000, E-mail: info@valoff.ie , www.valoff.ie)

The current legislation does not provide for a scheme of rates reduction as outlined but it should be noted that the commercial rates charges for 2012 were reduced by 2.4% and since 2009 the commercial rates multiplier has been reduced by 5.3% (i.e. from 0.171 for 2009 to 0.162 for 2012). These reductions continue to deliver savings each year for commercial ratepayers at a time when the consumer price index (annual rate of inflation) has increased by 2.9% for January to November 2011 and by 1.3% for January to December 2010.

The annual rate on valuation of 0.162 was recently considered as part of the 2012 Budget and adopted by the members.   As noted during the budget process commercial rates represent 52% of the Council’s operational income for 2012 and reductions to this source of income would require a new source of revenue and/or matching expenditure savings in order to ensure that the council does not incur a deficit for 2012.”
 
The report was NOTED.
M11/0112
SECURITY MEASURES
As Councillor M. Corr was not in the Chamber the following motion FELL in accordance with Standing Order 20:

“That this Council calls on the Minister for Transport to direct unused funding paid by taxi drivers to the former Taxi Regulator towards the provision of security measures such as CCTV and security lighting in the interest of public and driver safety nationally.”
M12/0112
ST. PATRICK’S DAY
It was proposed by Councillor E. Higgins, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:
“That the Manager provides information on community events planned throughout the County and supported by the Council, to mark St. Patrick’s Day.”
REPORT: 

“Preparations to celebrate St. Patrick's Day are underway across the County although it is a little early to be able to supply precise details. It is proposed to stage a celebratory event in Tallaght Stadium once again following the success of the 2011 event and the Council's Community Team will be, as always, supporting and advising communities across the County who wish to mark the occasion of the National Holiday. 

It is important to strike a balance that includes a substantial community and business involvement as well as good quality entertainment. Given the current financial constraints it will be a real challenge to mark the occasion in an appropriate manner, but the benefits of the celebrations will not be overlooked. As well as giving the community a morale-boosting lift, St. Patrick's Day celebrations across the County generates a significant positive economic impact which is very welcome at this time of year.” 

The report was NOTED.

M13/0112
COST OF GRAVE SPACES
It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:
“That, having regard to this Council's policy of inclusivity and equality, the disproportionate (100%) increase in the cost of Islamic grave spaces should be cancelled with immediate effect and brought into line with revised increases (50%) that have been introduced for non-Islamic graves.”
REPORT:

“Staff in Environmental Services Department met with representatives from the Islamic Foundation of Ireland in late December  2011 regarding the Islamic Burial Spaces in Newcastle Cemetery and the charges for same.  A further meeting has been arranged for early January 2012 to resolve issues raised by the Foundation at this meeting.

It should be noted that the charges being applied are in line with agreements in place with the Islamic Foundation.”
It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:

“That, having regard to this Council's policy of inclusivity and equality, the disproportionate (100%) increase in the cost of Islamic grave spaces should be cancelled with immediate effect and brought into line with revised increases (50%) that have been introduced for non-Islamic graves.”

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors J. Hannon, T. Ridge, J. Lahart, C. King and C. Bond all of whom echoed the sentiments of the motion.  

Mr. J. Quinlivan, Director of Service responded to the Members’ queries and advised that the charges being applied were in line with the Council’s long standing Agreement with the Islamic Foundation that set out the method of calculation, and that any change to this method would have to be agreed with the Foundation. The Director also advised of previous and upcoming meetings with the Islamic foundation with a view to revising this Agreement.

It was AGREED to vote on the Motion by way of show of hands.

The result was as follows:

For:                 9 (NINE)

Against:          0 (ZERO)

Abstentions:   9 (NINE)

The Motion was PASSED.

Deputy Manager Ms P. Poole advised that while the motion had been passed it would not be possible to implement the terms because a funding source had not been identified to fund the shortfall that would be created in the adopted Burial Grounds budget 2012 by the implementation of the motion.

The Deputy Manager further advised that discussions regarding a review of the Agreement with the Islamic Foundation would continue.

M14/0112
SDCC PROCUREMENT POLICY
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy:
“That this Council recommends that the SDCC Procurement Policy be further amended to ensure that SME’s based in South Dublin County are invited to submit quotations for purchases and contracts of less than national tender threshold €25,000.”
REPORT:
“The Council is very conscious of the needs of SME’s and in particular those SME’s, traders and supplier operating within the Council's administrative area.  The importance and potential which exists for below- tender threshold selling opportunities for them cannot be underestimated.  

Public procurement is undertaken within a strict legislative environment and all procurement (the acquisition, whether under formal contract or not, of works, supplies and services by public bodies) is to be implemented in accordance with the principles of EU law, and in a manner that is fully compliant with EC public procurement law and national guidelines.

Circular 10/10 was issued by the Department of Finance in July 2010.  This circular issued guidance to public contracting authorities aimed at their structuring competitive processes in a manner that facilitates increased participation by SME’s, while they continue to ensure that all public sector purchasing is carried out in a manner that is legal, transparent, and secures optimal value for money for the taxpayer.  In general Circular 10/10 provided for as follows:

· Lower national Advertising Thresholds €25K/€50 K 

·  Open Procedure up to €125K/€250K 

·  Need for Proportionality - Company Financial (Turnover Issues) Appropriate Technical capacity ( Fair & Relevant ) 

· Signed Declarations and Evidence at Award/Shortlisting stage 

· Sub-divide bigger contract possibilities into smaller lots 

The following outlines the Council's current approach to procurement depending on the estimated value for sub tendering requirements. 

· Up to €4,999 – At least one verbal quotation 

· €5,000 to €9,999 – Three verbal quotations 

· €10,000 to €24,999 – Goods & Services – Three written quotes 

· €10,000 to €24,999 – Works Contracts – Three written quotes 

· €25,000 to €49,999 – Works Contracts – Five written quotes   

Where possible South Dublin County Council seek quotes from local suppliers and as part of the recent procurement awareness programme the Council's commitment to support of SME’s was reinforced.

 

The Council recently participated in a South Dublin Chamber of Commerce / County Enterprise Board / County Development Board Procurement Seminar during which the issue of local SME participation in sub-tendering opportunities was discussed.  It was agreed at that seminar that the SD Chamber would provide details of its database to South Dublin County Council who will, in turn, make this available on its central in-house procurement homepage.  This database is not yet to hand.  The issue of making oneself known to the Council was also discussed and suppliers were advised to self promote through local advertisement / registration in local directories etc.

 

In the meantime being mindful that not all SME’s are part of the South Dublin Chamber a number of links have been provided on our internal procurement homepage to existing local / Dublin directories.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillor W. Lavelle, Councillor E. Tuffy, Councillor J. Lahart and Councillor P. Cosgrave.

Ms T. Walsh, Director of Corporate Services, Human Resources and Libraries responded to the Members’ queries and outlined work ongoing within the organisation and collaboratively with South Dublin Chamber and SME’s to ensure fair share of the market while operating within strict legislative confines.
The Report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a progress report would be issued.

EM/0112
EMERGENCY MOTION
In accordance with the provisions of Section 15(5) of Standing Orders the Mayor, Councillor C. Jones, proposed to deal with an Emergency Motion as follows which was proposed by Councillor E. Walsh and seconded by Councillors M. Duff , J. Hannon, D. Looney, P. Cosgrave, M. McDonagh, M. Devine, C. Bond, P. Kearns, E. Tuffy, G.  O’Connell, T. Delaney, T. Ridge, C. Brophy, W. Lavelle, E. Higgins, A. Dermody, T. Gilligan, C. Bonner, C. King and C. Jones. The Council approval to consider the motion was received.

“Iarrann an Chomhairle seo ar an Aire Sláinte agus Leanaí, Dr. James O’Reilly, an laghdú 37% ar Liúntas Oiliúna Athinmheacháin a aisiompú do dhaoine atá ag obair in National Learning Network ar Bhóthar Chnoc na Giolcaí Tamhlacht Baile Átha Cliath 24.


This Council asks the Minister of Health and Children,  Dr. James Reilly to reverse the 37%  cut in the Rehabilitation Training Allowance for those people who are working at the National Learning Network, Broomhill Road Tallaght Dublin 24.”
The Motion was UNANIMOUSLY PASSED. 
M15/0112
TAXI BYE-LAWS
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor C. Jones:
“That this Council urges the Manager to draw up and publish for public consultation and adoption by the Council a set of Taxi Bye-Laws for the County, which will put in place a system for the provision and regulation of Taxi Ranks, and regulations covering the waiting for fares by taxi drivers in places other than designated Taxi Ranks, which is along the lines of Bye-Laws in place in the Dublin City Council Administrative Area, and if he can make a statement on the matter.” 
REPORT:
“Consideration of the matter referred to in the Motion has already taken place in conjunction with the increasing calls for the provision of designated taxi stands (taxi ranks) in a number of locations throughout the County. However to date no official taxi stands have been designated in the County despite a number of locations being used on an official / semi official basis as taxi ranks. It has always been acknowledged that bye laws for the control and regulation of taxi stands will be required when such stands have been designated and it is envisaged that a seamless process will be applied to these tasks. 

In this regard it is considered that the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee is the appropriate forum to devise and develop such policy arrangements for the introduction of taxi stands and the associated bye laws. A report on the preparation of the draft Bye Laws for Taxi Stands will be made to the next meeting of the Transportation SPC. Members should note that consultations have already taken place on this matter with other authorities including An Garda Siochana and that the adoption of Bye Laws is a reserved function of the Members.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor E. Tuffy.

The Motion was AGREED.

FAREWELL TO MR. J. WALSH

Following earlier tributes to Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Development, Roads and Water Services from Councillor T. Ridge, Councillor G. O’Connell and Councillor D. Looney, the Mayor Councillor C. Jones opened the floor to the following Members who also wished to pay tribute to Mr. Walsh on his impending retirement;
Councillor J. Hannon on behalf of Fianna Fail,
Councillor C. Brophy on behalf o Fine Gael,
Councillor E. Tuffy on behalf of Labour,
Councillor C. King on behalf of Sinn Fein,

Councillor M. Duff and Councillor C. Jones on their own behalf.

Ms P. Poole, Deputy Manager and Director of Environmental Services on behalf of the staff and on own her behalf joined with the Members in wishing Mr. Walsh a long and fruitful retirement.

Mr. Walsh thanked everyone for their good wishes, and also thanked all staff past and present for their courteousness, patience and friendship.

Meeting ended at 6.45 p.m.
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