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	COMHAIRLE CONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS


	SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE

(Dealing with Parks, Housing, Community and Environment)

HELD ON 5th December, 2011
PRESENT
	Councillors
	Councillors

	Bond C.
	Lawlor B.

	Corr M.
	Looney D.

	Devine M.
	Kearns P.

	Duff M.
	King C.

	Hannon J.
	Walsh E.

	
	


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Duff, presided.
OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Senior Executive Officers
	W. Sheils, M. Fagan, A. Jacob

	Senior Engineer
	D. Finch

	Administrative Officer
	P. Fleming

	Environmental Health Officer
	S. Duffy

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	B. Sheehan

	Senior Executive Parks Superintendent
	M. Hannon, B. Kearney

	Senior Staff Officer
	A. Rooney

	Staff Officer
	E. Conlon


T/641/11
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 21st November, 2011 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.  

It was proposed by Councillor D.  Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Tallaght Area Committee held on 21st November, 2011 be ADOPTED and APPROVED".

PARKS BUSINESS

T/642/11
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions 1 - 2, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/643/11
LIGHTS IN GREENHILLS PARK
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
To ask the Manager to repair Lights #5 and #6 in Greenhills Park and to make a statement on lighting in the park in general?

REPLY:
Light No. 5 and 6 in Greenhills Park have been listed for repair as part of the Council’s Public Lighting Section maintenance programme.  

As part of the Parks Annual Works programme 2008, public lighting was installed along the pedestrian footpath between the entrance gates at St. Joseph’s Road and Limekiln Avenue.  Final landscape re-instatement works were carried out in the area surrounding the lighting poles during the summer months.  There are currently no proposals to install any additional lighting in Greenhills Park.

T/644/11
PRUNING OF PLANTS AT TEMPLE MANOR CLOSE
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
"To ask the Manager to consider pruning back the plants at the Temple Manor Close side of the wall dividing it from the bus terminus on Limekiln Avenue, Greenhills, given that they are affecting drainage on the road?"

REPLY:
The necessary pruning works at Temple Manor Close will be undertaken during the month of December.

T/645/11
REPORT ON THE 2012 ARBORICULTURAL WORKS PROGRAMME 
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ: Top of Form

“2012 Arboricultural Works Programme

The Arboricultural Programme for 2011 is currently being completed.  The programme for 2012 will commence in January 2012 and will be undertaken in two phases:

· January 2012 to March 2012

· November 2012 to December 2012

The Programme will again be focussed on tree maintenance works, in order to make best use of the available resources. As the focus of the programme is primarily on tree pruning and removals, new planting is only being considered in a very limited number of circumstances, e.g. National Tree Week 2012.  Tree maintenance works include:

· Tree pruning

· Tree removal

· Stump removal

·  Hedge cutting

· Shrubbery maintenance 

In relation to trees, priority will be given to trees in the following categories: 

· Dead and damaged trees. 

· Trees in very close proximity to public lighting columns (less than 1.8m). 

· Trees associated with lifting footpaths.  

· Trees in conflict with overhead utility cables

Aside from these categories, works will be carried out to trees only where they are considered to be consistent with good arboricultural practice. Examples of this would be crown lifting (removal of lower branches), crown thinning (reducing the weight of large trees), pruning to deal with weak branch junctions, pruning to improve the shape of the tree and removal of suckers. 

In order to optimise available resources and having regard to the Health & Safety and Traffic Management procedures that must be put in place, it is again intended to deal with trees primarily on an estate by estate basis rather than on an individual request basis. Individual trees will generally only be dealt with if deemed to be a priority category or for some other exceptional reason. 

The commencement of the Arboricultural Works Programme in earnest may be delayed to some extent due to the following factors:

· The Christmas Tree Recycling Programme, which will operate from early January 2012, will also affect the tree pruning and removal programme. This requires a substantial staff input in terms of collection, shredding and disposal of Christmas trees at the twenty five official locations around the county, as well as from a number of unofficial and discontinued locations.

· Subject to weather conditions, the possible deployment of Parks staff to the clearing of snow from public areas around the county.

· The deployment of staff to clean up and remove bonfire material from public parks and open spaces during and after Halloween.

· The extension of pitch maintenance/grass cutting operations.  Grass growth now continues into late November as a result of climate change factors.

Arboricultural work in the 2010-2011 season was also very much curtailed due the factors highlighted above.

As a result of the above, a number of estates/locations which were not completed in the 2010-2011 Arboricultural Programme have been included in this programme:

· Balrothery Estate

· Glendown Estate

· Tymon Park; Tymon North Road boundary

· Bancroft Park; Boundary at Scoil Aongusa

· Avonmore Road; Open space adjacent Scoil Santain

· Wainsfort Road ; Open spaces adjacent Two Sister’s Pub

Further to Motion No. 6 of the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 2, dated 22-11-10 and Motion No. 9 of the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 2, dated 18-04-11, an audit of the trees on St. Joseph’s Road, Greenhills has been undertaken.  The purpose of the audit is to inform preparation of a long term plan for the road in terms of tree removal and replanting when funding is available.  The audit findings were presented at the November 2011 Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 1.   Following discussion at this meeting an amended audit report is being presented separately at this meeting.

The 2011 Tree Stump Removal Programme commenced in the area on Monday 17th October and will be ongoing during the current autumn and will continue into the 2012 programme. Approximately 300 tree stumps require removal and completion of the programme is dependent upon such constraints as weather conditions, staff availability and machinery breakdown. 

The 2011 Arboricultural Programme is continuing and the focus is on the removal of low hanging branches and epicormic growth from street trees in the following estates:

· Wainsfort Manor Estate

· Kilnamanagh Estate; Birchview, Redwood

· Killakee Estate 

· Carriglea Estate 

· Monalea Estate

It is proposed that the following estates which could not be accommodated in this Arboricultural Programme will be considered for inclusion as part of future Arboricultural Programmes:
· Glenview Estate

· Remainder of Wainsfort Manor Estate

· Remainder of Kilnamanagh Estate

The following tables illustrate the proposed programme:

Table 1:  TALLAGHT CENTRAL ELECTORAL AREA – Housing Estate Work

Table 2: TALLAGHT CENTRAL ELECTORAL AREA – Park and Open Space Work

Table 3:  TALLAGHT SOUTH ELECTORAL AREA - Housing Estate Work

Table 4: TALLAGHT SOUTH ELECTORAL AREA - Park and Open Space Work

 

Table 1:  TALLAGHT CENTRAL ELECTORAL AREA – Housing Estate Work

	Estate
	Location
	Work to be undertaken

	Allenton Drive
	42 Allenton Drive
	Removal

	Alpine Rise
	Estate
	All trees requiring pruning

	Balrothery Estate
	Estate
	All trees requiring pruning or removal

	Belgard Heights
	Estate
	All trees requiring pruning or removal

	Bolbrook Park
	11 Bolbrook Park
	Removal

	Cairnwood
	32 Cairnwood Court 
	Removal

	Drumcairn 
	15 and 18 Drumcairn Drive
	Removal

	 
	18 Drumcairn Avenue
	Removal

	Glendoo Close
	Glendoo Close
	All trees requiring pruning or removal, including 5 Glendoo Close

	Glendown Estate
	Estate
	All trees requiring pruning or removal

	Glendown Road
	Glendown Road and Cypress Drive Junction
	All trees requiring pruning or removal at junction  

	Glenview 
	12 Glenview Drive
	Removal

	 
	Between 13 and 14 Glenview Drive
	Removal

	Kilcarrig
	16 Kilcarrig Close
	Removal

	 
	24 Kilcarrig Crescent
	Removal

	 
	5 and 15 Kilcarrig Green
	Removal

	Kilnamanagh Estate
	Parkhill
	All trees requiring pruning or removal 

	 
	Parkhill Road
	All trees requiring pruning or removal

	Kingswood
	20 Forest Park
	Pruning

	 
	60 The Park
	Pruning

	 
	15 The Garth
	Pruning

	Limekiln
	1 Limekiln Close
	Removal

	 
	25 Limekiln Park
	Removal

	 
	Between 9 and 11 Limekiln Road
	Removal

	 
	Between 13 and 15 Limekiln Road
	Removal

	Orwell Park
	266a Orwell Park Glade
	Removal

	 
	292 Orwell Park Grove
	Removal

	Raheen 
	79 Raheen Road
	Removal

	 
	40 Raheen Park
	Removal

	 
	Rear of Raheen Close 
	Removal

	 
	12 Raheen Drive
	Pruning

	Rossmore
	Rear of 22 Rossmore Avenue
	Pruning

	 
	3 Rossmore Crescent 
	Pruning

	 
	Two trees at corner of 1 Rossmore Drive
	Pruning

	 
	52 Rossmore Lawns
	Pruning

	 
	Cul-de-Sac end of Rossmore Lawns
	Pruning

	 
	Rear of 4 Rossmore Grove
	Removal

	Rushbrook
	6 Rushbrook Drive
	Removal

	Springfield
	Springfield Estate
	All trees requiring pruning or removal

	 
	733 Virginia Heights
	Removal

	St. James Road
	19 St. James Road
	Removal

	 
	199 St. James Road
	Removal

	 
	203 St. James Road
	Removal

	St. Joseph’s Road
	Road
	All trees require removal

	Swiftbrook
	41 Swiftbrook Drive
	Pruning

	Templeogue Lodge
	Estate  
	All trees requiring pruning or removal

	Templeogue Wood
	Estate
	All trees requiring pruning or removal  

	Temple Manor 
	3 Temple Manor Grove
	Removal

	Wainsfort Avenue 
	9 Wainsfort Avenue 
	Removal

	Wainsfort Manor Estate
	Estate
	All trees requiring pruning of low hanging branches

	Westpark
	11 and 14
	Removal

	Willington Drive
	Between 2 and 4 Willington Drive
	Removal


Table 2:  TALLAGHT CENTRAL ELECTORAL AREA – Park and Open Space Work

	Park/Open Space
	Location
	Proposed Work

	Avonmore Road 
	Open space adjacent Scoil Santain
	Thinning and removal

	Bancroft Park 
	Boundary at Scoil Aongusa
	Thinning and removal

	 
	Boundary at Tymon North Gardens
	Thinning and removal

	Beechfield Park 
	Park 
	All hedges requiring cutting

	Belgard Green
	Open space
	Removal of dead trees

	Castle Park 
	Group of open space trees to rear of 118 Castle Park
	Pruning

	 
	Group of open space trees adjacent 145 Castle Park
	Pruning

	 
	178 Castle Park
	Pruning

	Cherryfield Road
	115 Cherryfield Road
	Removal

	De Selby
	Open space
	Remove dead tree

	Greenhills Park 
	Park 
	All hedges requiring cutting

	Greentrees Park 
	Avondale Terrace boundary
	All trees requiring pruning

	 
	Park
	All hedges requiring cutting

	Kiltalown Park
	Park
	Removal of mature tree

	Rossmore Road 
	Adjacent school boundary
	Thinning and removal

	Tallaght Road 
	Glenview Estate
	All hedges requiring cutting

	Tymon North Road
	Outside main gate of St. Aongus Church
	Removal

	Tymon Park 
	Tymon North Road boundary
	Thinning and removal

	 
	Limekiln Road boundary adjacent car park
	Thinning and removal

	 
	Park
	All hedges requiring cutting

	Wainsfort Road
	Two open spaces adjacent Two Sister’s Pub
	Thinning and removal

	Whitehall Road 
	Priory Estate
	All hedges requiring cutting

	Whitehall Road West 
	Open space adjacent Wellington Court Apartments
	Pruning and removal

	Willington Roundabout
	Centre of roundabout
	All dead trees requiring removal


 




Table 3:  TALLAGHT SOUTH ELECTORAL AREA – Housing Estate Work 

Bottom of Form

 

	ESTATE
	EXTENT OF WORK
	Pruning/Removal

	Aylesbury
	Estate
	All trees requiring pruning or removal

	Bohernabreena Road
	Whole Road
	Pruning

	Carriglea
	7 Carriglea Rise
	Pruning

	 
	Side of 1A Carriglea
	Pruning

	 
	Side of 9 Carriglea Avenue
	Removal

	 
	31 Carriglea Downs
	Removal

	 
	8 Carriglea Drive
	Pruning

	 
	12 Carriglea Drive
	Pruning

	 
	14 Carriglea Drive
	Pruning

	 
	Side of 1 Carriglea Drive
	Removal

	 
	3 Carriglea Drive
	Removal

	 
	7 Carriglea Drive
	Removal

	 
	19 Carriglea Drive
	Removal

	 
	23 Carriglea Drive
	Removal

	 
	4 Carriglea Grove
	Removal

	 
	8 Carriglea Grove
	Removal

	 
	2 Carriglea Rise
	Removal

	 
	3 Carriglea Rise
	Removal

	 
	15 Carriglea Rise
	Removal

	 
	27 Carriglea Rise
	Removal

	 
	9 Carriglea View
	Removal

	 
	12 Carriglea View
	Removal

	 
	14 Carriglea View
	Removal

	 
	Opp. 27 Carriglea View
	Removal

	 
	Opp. 41 Carriglea View
	Removal

	Carrigwood 
	87 Carrigwood
	Pruning

	 
	125 Carrigwood
	Removal

	Cloonmore
	21 Cloonmore Avenue
	Removal

	Cushlawn 
	318 Cushlawn Dale
	Removal

	Heatherview/ Carrigmore
	Estate
	All trees requiring pruning or removal

	Idrone Drive
	2 Idrone Drive
	Removal

	Killakee Avenue
	32 Killakee Avenue
	Removal

	Killinarden 
	133 Killinarden Heights
	Removal

	 
	94 Killinarden Estate
	Pruning

	Kiltalown
	20 Kiltalown Green
	Removal

	 
	35 Kiltalown Heights
	Removal

	 
	1 Kiltalown Way
	Removal

	Knockmore
	5-6 and 33 Knockmore Avenue
	Pruning

	 
	47 Knockmore Park
	Pruning

	 
	7 Knockmore Gardens
	Pruning

	Monalea Grove
	92 Monalea Grove
	Pruning

	Old Bawn
	All trees requiring pruning or removal
	Pruning

	Seskin View 
	Between 25 and 27 Seskin View Drive
	Removal

	 
	9 Seskin View Road
	Pruning

	Suncroft
	15 Suncroft
	Pruning

	Woodlawn Park Drive
	74 Woodlawn Park Drive
	Pruning

	Woodlawn Park Grove 
	92 Woodlawn Park Grove 
	Removal 


 

 

Table 4: Tallaght South Electoral Area - Park and Open Space Work

 

	Park/Open Space
	Location
	Proposed Work

	Dodder Valley Park
	Side of 23 Seskin View Park
	Removal

	 
	Side of 24 Seskin View Park
	Removal

	Woodlawn Park Avenue/Carrigwood
	Walkway from Firhouse Road/Woodlawn Park Avenue to Carrigwood
	Pruning and removal


Mr. Michael Hannon, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, summarised the report. 
Following a discussion to which Councillors D. Looney and M. Duff contributed, Mr. Michael Hannon, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, responded to queries raised. 

The report was NOTED. 
 Bottom of Form

T/646/11
REPORT ON THE PROPOSED ARBORICULTURAL WORK TO BE UNDERTAKEN AT ST. JOSEPH’S ROAD, GREENHILLS 
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ: Top of Form

“A report on the audit of the trees on St. Joseph’s Road, Greenhills was presented to the November Area Committee Meeting.
Following discussion it was agreed with the Elected Members that a report setting out a recommended  programme of work would be presented to the December Area Committee Meeting.

The audit identified 31 trees with a range of issues:

· The majority of the trees are very large 

· Some are growing into the overhead ESB and Eircom cables 

· Neither of the Utility companies is in a position to underground the cables

· Trees were planted at a time when there were no driveways into the houses and these now restrict the creation of new driveways 

· There is some cracking of paths and some of this could be attributed to tree roots 

· There are complaints about sap from the leaves falling onto cars 

· Some residents also complain about the leaves from the trees in the Autumn 

· The most comprehensive way to deal with these trees is to fell the entire lot and to plan for a replanting programme with a reduced tree population of trees and with species suitable for the street.  The tree species proposed for replanting will be carefully selected to ensure that they will be smaller than the existing trees at maturity. It may not be possible to fully replant the street until such time as the issue of the overhead powerlines has been addressed.

A programme of work is now proposed in order to deal with the problem in a comprehensive manner and to avoid dealing with it on a piecemeal basis.   The cost of this programme is estimated at €25,000 and it is intended to undertake the programme within the budget allocation for Arboricultural Works in 2012 and 2013 respectively.

It is therefore proposed to implement the following operation as part of the 2112 and 2013 Arboricultural Works Programmes: 

	Spring 2012
	Fell all trees on St Josephs Road and remove stumps

	Summer 2012
	Create new tree pits and reinstate areas where trees have been removed

	Spring 2013
	Replant new street trees, having regard to the overhead powerlines.


T/647/11
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/648/11
CORRESPONDENCE

It was noted there was no business under this heading.
T/649/11
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/650/11
FLOODING AT KNOCKMORE PARK & AVENUE
It was proposed by Councillor C. King and seconded by Councillor M. Duff:

“That this Committee calls on the Manager to deliver a report detailing what engineering solutions or otherwise have been identified to ensure severe flooding events can be lessened or eliminated at Knockmore Park & Avenue as a result of the height of Killinarden Park being at least two foot higher than the adjoining Road, the slips at Whitestown stream which exacerbated flooding at Cloonmore Avenue and Killinarden Estate, the barriers at Bawnlea Crescent and various issues that continuously cause flooding to elderly residents homes at Gibbons' Cottages on the N81. That this Committee further calls on the Manager to provide a timeframe and sequence of investigations and works understanding that some investigations may be preliminary at this point.” 

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The Drainage Section is in discussions with the Parks Department at the moment about the feasibility of putting a wide swale in the grassed area in front of Knockmore Avenue continuing down the side of Knockmore Park to the Tallaght/Whitestown Stream in Killinarden Park. The bottom of the proposed swale would be below the road levels in both Knockmore Avenue and Park. Funding for this proposed work is also being sought from the Office of Public Works (OPW)  and Government Departments.”


Mr. D. Finch, Senior Engineer, summarised the report. 

Following a discussion to which Councillor C. King contributed, Mr. D. Finch, Senior Engineer, responded to queries raised. 

The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a Headed Item would issue  to the Tallaght Area Committee in January or February dealing with Water & Drainage business. 
T/651/11    
A FOOTPATH TO LINK ST AENGUS’S ESTATE WITH CASTLETYMON LIBRARY  
The following Motion by Councillor M. Devine was NOT MOVED:                      
“That the Manager undertakes to install a (creative!)  footpath and appropriate lighting in the Green space that links St Aengus’s Estate with Castletymon Library and Shops which has become a natural track for the majority of residents.”
T/652/11     
THE FIELD OPPOSITE ALLENTON DRIVE 
Councillor C. Bond requested that this Motion be WITHDRAWN: 
“What is the status of the Field opposite Allenton Drive and would it be feasible to install a soccer pitch there?”
COMMUNITY  BUSINESS

T/653/11
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor Duff, seconded by Councillor King and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Question no. 3, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."
T/654/11
CCTV CAMERAS IN RAPID AREAS


Question: Councillor M. Corr

“To ask the Manager to give an account of the operation of the CCTV system in the RAPID areas of Tallaght - indicating if cameras are out and the duration and cause of this outage?”

REPLY:
There are 3 community CCTV schemes in the RAPID areas of Tallaght which have been monitored by Gardai in Tallaght Garda Station since late April 2010 as follows i.e.  Jobstown, Brookfield – Fettercairn and Killinarden.

At different times and for varying reasons these cameras will not display pictures on the monitors in the CCTV Control Room in the Garda Station. These outages are reported to the CCTV maintenance contractor who will address and remedy any problems which are camera maintenance related.

A number of these cameras and the mini pillars supplying power for their operation have been subjected to vandalism. In cases where a mini pillar has been vandalised and or electric cabling burned out the restoration of picture is delayed until the necessary repairs can be completed. These works are referred to the Council’s Public Lighting Section which has to carry out an assessment and programme the necessary works in co-ordination with the ESB/Civil Works contractor/CCTV maintenance contractor and having due regard to resources and other work commitments.

The duration of camera picture outage will vary depending on the underlying reasons and factors referred to above.

T/655/11
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“An application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF2060
	Get Tallaght Working t/a Partas
	Major Equipment Grant
	17/10/11
	€3,000




Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer, summarised the report. 
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff and seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve the payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report.”

T/656/11
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/657/11
CORRESPONDENCE

It was noted there was no business under this heading.
T/658/11
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/659/11
'MOTORWAY ART' AT KINGSWOOD INTERCHANGE OF THE OUTER RING ROAD AND THE N7
It was proposed by Councillor C. King , seconded by Councillor  Hannon :     
“That this Committee calls on the Manager to report on what organisation sanctioned the piece of  'motorway art' which was recently installed in the vicinity of the Kingswood interchange of the Outer Ring Road and the N7, how much it cost and what organisation paid for it.”

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
 REPORT:
“The Marker Tree was commissioned by South Dublin County Council under the national "Per Cent for Art" Scheme on behalf of the NRA and the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government. All central government departments are required to include a percentage of public construction projects up to a value of €64,000 for the commissioning of public art.

Local authorities may pool the funds from more than one project to realise a more substantial piece of work. In this case the funds arose from the Outer Ring Road and construction projects in the areas that it serves, and the N7 road widening scheme. The money is ring fenced by the Council as a capital budget and can only be spent on the commissioning of Public Art as directed by the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht  PUBLIC ART: PER CENT FOR ART SCHEME GENERAL NATIONAL GUIDELINES – 2004. 
It is against this national background that In Context South Dublin County Council’s Per Cent for Art programme has developed.  Since its establishment in 1997 the programme has had three extremely successful phases of commissioning public art. 

South Dublin County Council developed a new public art strategy in 2005 in line with the National Guidelines following local public consultation. The strategy proposed the commissioning of one sculptural piece of art and five artist residencies. The proposals were submitted to The Department of Environment, the NRA and other members of the governments interdepartmental committee on Public Art and the Public Art Advisor of the Arts Council.  The programme was presented to and adopted by the Art, Culture, Education, an Ghaeilge and Libraries Strategic Policy Committee and it was publicly launched in September 2006 following the appointment of the artists who were selected following an open competition process.

The selection of this piece of sculpture was made by a panel made up of a representative of the NRA, an Elected Member of the Council, along with other arts and engineering representatives. The commission to the artist was promoted at €97,000 of which €9000 was paid to the artist and the remainder covered the cost of fabrication. The total cost of the sculpture was €132,000

The Marker Tree is now part of the County's public art collection along with the Victors in Tallaght Village, Love All in Templeogue, Ann Devlin in Rathfarnham,  Sugar and Spice in Lucan and Blip in Clondalkin amongst others.”

Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer, summarised the report. 
Following a discussion to which Councillor C. King and J. Hannon contributed, Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised. 

The report was NOTED. 
T/660/11
SHOWCASE MUSICAL BANDS AT TALLAGHT STADIUM
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor King:     
“That the Manager plans and delivers an event in Tallaght Stadium showcasing local bands and musicians.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
REPORT:
“The St. Patrick's Day Celebration held in Tallaght Stadium last March featured several local bands and musicians. These included three marching bands, as well as the St. Laurence O'Toole Pipe Band, the reigning World Champions, all from Tallaght.

In addition, several local rock / pop bands played to the crowds in the car park prior to the celebrations inside the Stadium itself. 

In both cases, this gave local musicians the chance to perform in front of a big crowd of people (approximately 8,000) in a local venue. This had never happened before in Tallaght, and the Council was very pleased to be able to afford these musicians the chance to show what they could do.

Preparations are at an early stage for St. Patrick's Day 2012 and while it would be premature to make such a commitment at this point in time, the emphasis is likely to be on local talent once again.”
Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer, summarised the report. 
Following a discussion to which Councillor C. King and J. Hannon contributed, Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive, responded to queries raised. 

The report was NOTED. 
HOUSING BUSINESS

T/661/11
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor Duff, seconded by Councillor King and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions 4 - 5, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/662/11
DELIVERY OF SANDBAGS TO KNOCKMORE PARK/AVENUE


Question: Councillor C. King
“To ask the Manager to arrange for the delivery of sandbags to those houses that were recently damaged as a result of the floods of October 24th as agreed at a meeting in Killinarden Community Centre on November 2nd. The areas to be included: Knockmore Park and Avenue, Killinarden Estate (part of), Cloonmore Avenue, Bawnlea Crescent and Gibbons' Cottages?".

REPLY:
Sandbags are currently being delivered to the houses in these estates.  Each house will receive approximately 12 bags each.  It will take approximately 2 weeks to complete this work. 

T/663/11
Question: Councillor D. Looney
"To ask the Manager to report on provision for homeless people in the area under the remit of this Committee in light of increasing numbers seeking support?"

REPLY:
The vision contained in the Dublin Homeless Executive Action Plan 2007-2010 is the ending of long term homelessness and the need to sleep rough in Dublin by the end of 2010. This vision is underpinned by three strategic aims:

-The prevention of homelessness.

-The provision of effective services in each of the four Dublin local authority areas.

-The provision of sufficient long term housing with appropriate supports as required.

In conjunction with the implementation of the Homeless Strategy,  "Pathway to Home", from the 17th January 2011 the Homeless Persons Unit which was located in the City Centre and provided an assessment and placement service for the four Dublin Local Authorities on an agency basis was disbanded.  From that date on, all who are presenting as homeless call to the relevant local authority for assessment and are placed in emergency accommodation, where appropriate, by that Council.  South Dublin County Council has established a Homeless Services Unit to specifically address the needs of persons presenting as homeless from that date. The majority of emergency accommodation available to South Dublin County Council’s homeless service users is located in the City Centre. 

The Pathway to Home model provides for the establishment of localised Supported Temporary Accommodation (STA).  To this end, South Dublin County Council is at an advanced stage of providing such accommodation in partnership with a well established homeless voluntary body. 

‘Pathway to Home’ also aims to ensure that emergency accommodation is returned to its original intended use of being a short term support for homeless persons and to this end  to move all persons residing in such accommodation into mainstream housing within 6 months.  To enable this, South Dublin County Council provides for an emergency bed placement support service (key-working) to assist and advise service users of all move-on options available.  This service is carried out in line with the Pathway to Home model of care and case management.

The Council has appointed an outreach worker whose work focuses on:

· Interviewing and assessing the needs of applicants for inclusion on the Council’s Homeless Register 

· Families in emergency accommodation 

· Long term residents of hostels 

· People sleeping rough 

Homeless Accommodation within the Tallaght Area
The following accommodation for homeless persons has been provided to date within South Dublin Council’s administrative area:

a) Permanent & Semi-Permanent On-Site Supported Housing provided by Sophia Housing Association for 15 families                                                                           

b) Long Term Supported Accommodation 

The Council developed a project with Focus Ireland for the provision of 24 single person units which were allocated primarily to those registered as homeless with the Council and the units have been fully allocated. The Action Plan on Homelessness 2007 – 2010 provided for 10% of all Council lettings being made to homeless applicants. To date in 2011, 43 homeless applicants have received either a Council or Voluntary Housing  tenancy.

c) Women’s Refuge

A premises has been provided by the Council in Tallaght for use as a women’s refuge with capacity for six families to be accommodated at any one time and the service is managed by Saoirse Housing Association.  The refuge is fully operational since December 2006.

The Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government (DOECLG) has also provided 2 targeted schemes to address the long term housing needs of people progressing from emergency accommodation to independent living.  These schemes are known as Support to Live Independently (SLI) and Homeless Rental Accommodation Scheme ( RAS) initiative.  Both of these schemes envisage the procurement of accommodation largely in the private sector on a long term basis.  In the case of SLI accommodation, low to medium support is provided on a reducing basis for a period through a general support service which is provided in partnership with Dublin Simon and Focus Ireland.  The RAS option will accommodate those who have little or no support requirements.   Tenants allocated housing under the schemes are required to pay a rent based on the Council’s Differential Rent Scheme. The DOECLG has indicated that the funding of the strategy will come from the proceeds of savings on emergency accommodation.  

The Council's Scheme of Letting Priorities sets out the criteria for eligibility for housing based on homeless priority. It is not envisaged that these criteria will need to be amended at this time.  The receipt of applications for housing accommodation significantly increased in 2011 and in line with current practice those applying for housing on the grounds of homelessness are placed on the Homeless Register for priority housing.  As at 31st October 2011, 107 individuals / households were on the Homeless Register.

As well as the response to actual homelessness, the Council is in the process of implementing a Homeless Prevention Service in partnership with Focus Ireland / Peter McVerry Trust for persons / households who are currently social housing tenants and who are at risk of losing their tenancies.

Since 1st January 2011, South Dublin County Council has housed 39 homeless applicants with a further 4 housed by the voluntary housing sector.  . During this period  62 individuals / households have also been moved from emergency accommodation to private rented accommodation. 

T/664/11
ANTI SOCIAL STATISTICS - 3RD QUARTER 2011
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“QUARTERLY ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR REPORT 
STATISITCAL ANALYSIS OF  REPORTED ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR IN THE TALLAGHT AREA FOR 3rd QUARTER
JULY TO SEPTEMBER 2011
REPORT:
The table below provides statistical analysis of  reported anti social activity in the Tallaght area on a quarterly basis.  In the 3rd quarter of 2011, a total of 117 incidents of anti social behaviour were recorded on  foot of which 516 actions were taken.  In the 3rd quarter of 2011 there were 824 working files countywide.

Incidents of anti social behaviour are categorised in accordance with the Council's Anti Social Behaviour Policy Document which was adopted by the Elected Members in 2005 

	Incidents reported
	3rd Qtr 2010
	4th Qtr 2010
	1st Qtr 2011
	2nd Qtr 2011
	3rd Qtr 2011

	Priority 1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Drugs Activity reported to SDCC
	11
	4
	8
	6
	1

	Criminal Activity reported to SDCC
	7
	9
	18
	9
	14

	Joyriding reported to SDCC
	2
	1
	1
	1
	1

	Violence/intimidation/ harassment reported to SDCC
	23
	32
	33
	44
	28

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Priority 2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Squatters/illegal occupiers reported to SDCC
	8
	1
	9
	11
	5

	Vandalism reported to SDCC
	4
	20
	20
	16
	18

	Physical condition of property reported to SDCC
	10
	6
	28
	15
	10

	Racism reported to SDCC
	2
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Vacant House reported to SDCC
	9
	5
	9
	13
	11

	Neighbour Dispute reported to SDCC
	1
	4
	4
	2
	1

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Priority 3
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Noise/disturbance reported to SDCC
	11
	8
	25
	16
	18

	Pets/animal nuisance reported to SDCC
	7
	4
	4
	6
	7

	Children Nuisance reported to SDCC
	12
	16
	10
	5
	3

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 Total Incidents reported
	107
	111
	169
	144
	117

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 Total Complaints
	116
	118
	184
	132
	121

	 Actions
	528
	400
	569
	603
	516

	Housecall
	171
	142
	178
	181
	148

	House Inspections
	7
	6
	15
	13
	9

	Formal Office Interviews
	46
	45
	56
	59
	42

	Phone interviews complainant/tenant
	119
	98
	140
	122
	121

	Referred to HWO
	3
	1
	3
	4
	2

	Referred to EHO
	2
	2
	3
	2
	2

	Referred to Family Support
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Referred to Mediation
	0
	0
	0
	0
	5

	Garda Consultation
	28
	16
	25
	28
	15

	Other SDCC section consulted
	83
	38
	62
	72
	79

	Health Services Consultation 
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1

	Case Conference - Multi Agency
	2
	1
	0
	1
	0

	Case Conference - Internal
	1
	3
	1
	2
	0

	Verbal Warning given
	4
	9
	4
	7
	2

	Warning Letters issued
	0
	4
	14
	9
	6

	Abandonment Notice Served
	1
	4
	3
	4
	2

	Pre-emptive Surrender
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0

	Notice to Quit Served
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1

	Demand for Possession Served
	0
	0
	0
	2
	1

	Excluding Order sought / obtained by Tenant 
	1
	2
	2
	8
	0

	House Surrendered
	5
	1
	2
	3
	2

	Sitexed House
	3
	6
	8
	7
	7

	 Traveller Support worker visit
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	 Letter for interview
	21
	10
	23
	35
	26

	File reopened
	18
	4
	12
	11
	21  

	Court date
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Decree awarded
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0

	Did not attend for interview
	10
	6
	6
	10
	11

	FOI report issued
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Section 15 requested
	2
	0
	0
	3
	0

	Section 20 eviction
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Tenant transferred
	1
	0
	1
	1
	1

	Referred to law dept
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0

	Priority transfer refused (new category)
	 n/a
	n/a
	4
	1
	1

	Priority transfer requested (new category)
	 n/a
	n/a
	4
	10
	10

	Priority transfer approved (new category)
	n/a
	n/a
	2
	5
	1

	Total actions
	528
	400
	569
	603
	516


The Council, through the office of its Estate Management Team hosts weekly Housing Clinics at the following locations:  

Killinarden Community Centre - Every Friday 11am-12noon

Glenshane/Rossfield - 12 Brookfield Court, Every Friday 11-12noon

Mary Mercer – Every Thursday 11am – 12 noon 

Fettercairn Community Centre - Every Wednesday 11am - 12 noon

Macuilliam Housing Development – Every 2nd Thursday 2.30pm – 4.00pm.

However people are invited to also report incidents of anti social behaviour through the following means – freephone 1800 200 245, telephone 414 9000, through the Customer Care system, by visiting County Hall or the Clondalkin Civic Centre.

Members of the public are encouraged to utilise these clinics and avenues for the purpose of discussing housing related matters including incidents of anti social behaviour in respect of which all such matters are treated with confidentiality.  The clinics are attended by the Allocations Support Officer for the area and the local Community Garda.”
Mr. P. Fleming, Administrative Officer, summarised the report.

Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr, C. King, M. Duff contributed, Mr. P. Fleming responded to queries raised. 
The report was NOTED.
T/665/11
REPORT ON HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“2010 COMPLETIONS
Fettercairn Phase 2                             29 Units

Avonbeg Phase 4                                7 Units

TOTAL                                                 36 Units
2011 COMPLETIONS
Fortunestown B Phase 1                    4 Units

TOTAL                                                 4 Units
SCHEMES ON SITE
Springfield (Respond) VHA                190 Units            Anticipated completion 4th Quarter 2011
Certificate of practical completion issued August 2011 ( Allocation of units has commenced by Respond!)
· 15 X 3 bed Apt 

· 48 X 2 bed Apt 

· 106 X 1 bed Apt 

· 12 X group housing 

· 9 X short term housing

Mac Uilliam Playground & Landscaping - On Site - Anticipated completion 4th Quarter 2011
SCHEMES IN PREPARATION
Deerpark                                      8 Units
· Progress to contract stage in 2012 will be dependant on availability of funding from DoEHLG 2012 allocation. Current indications are that this will not be forthcoming.”
Mr A. Jacob, Senior Executive Officer, summarised the report.
Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr, C. King and J. Hannon contributed, Mr A. Jacob, Senior Executive Officer, and Mr M. Fagan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised. 

The report was NOTED.
T/666/11
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/667/11
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/668/11
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/669/11
THE WALKWAY BETWEEN NO’S 4 AND 6 ROSSFIELD GREEN
The following Motion was NOT MOVED:
“That  the Manager  convene a site visit to the walkway between no’s 4 and 6 Rossfield Green and discuss with residents how best to protect their property from major Anti-Social activity that’s is commonplace  there.”
T/670/11
VACANT HOUSES IN THE TALLAGHT AREA
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Duff:     
That this Committee calls on the Manager to deliver a report on how many vacant houses there are currently in the Tallaght area and detailing how long the average house remains vacant while comparing these to the figures and timeframes for the  previous two years.

 The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“Currently there are 67 housing units vacant in the Tallaght area out a vacant list of 98.  ll of these are ready for allocation and should be tenanted in the coming weeks. 

The average time taken to relet a housing unit in the Tallaght Area is 17 weeks.  This compares very favourably with previous years when it took 21 weeks in 2009 and 20 weeks in 2010.  

It should also be noted that in addition to normal relet works carried out on many of these houses works in relation to an energy programme are also undertaken.  Specifically houses built in 1970/early 1980 when they come back into stock are given an energy upgrade which consists of replacement of windows and doors where required, upgrading the central heating system and the installation of a condensing boiler and attic and wall insulation.  Works on these houses take longer than on normal relets.   

The number also compares favourably with previous years in relation to the number of units on hand at the end of the year.  There were 109 units vacant in 2009 and 64 in 2010.

This year we have completed 135 relets in the Tallaght area and had 117 surrenders over the same period.”
Following a contribution from Councillor C. King,  the report was NOTED.
T/671/11
THE  RENT SUPPLEMENT SCHEME
The following Motion by Councillor M. Devine  was NOT MOVED:
“That  the Manager provide an update on the future of the  Rent Supplement Scheme with reference to the Government’s Housing Policy and, if a pilot scheme is established, that the Springfield area be  prioritized for inclusion in this.”
ENVIRONMENT BUSINESS
T/672/11
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions  6 - 10, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/673/11
CLEANSING AND REMOVAL OF LITTER IN FORTUNESTOWN LANE

QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr
“To ask the Manager to write to businesses in the vicinity of Fortunestown Lane requesting a schedule in relation to cleansing and removal of litter pertaining to the operation of their businesses?”
REPLY:
Paragraph 6 (i) of the Litter Pollution Act l997 -2003 provides as follows:

"the occupier of a public place (not being a public road or a building or other structure) shall keep the place free of litter"

Section l6 (i)  of the Act further empowers local authorities to require the taking of special measures regarding litter by certain operations.  

The Council's Litter Warden for the Fortunestown area has been asked to actively patrol the area in question with a view to taking appropriate action.

T/674/11
BULBS NOT BONFIRES SCHEME


QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
"To ask the Manager to report on the graffiti affecting the commercial units on the corner of Whitehall Road West and Rockfield Avenue, Perrystown, Dublin 12 and the responsibility for its cleanup given repeated requests from residents in the vicinity?"

REPLY:
This matter has been referred to the Council's Grafitti Crew to investigate and remove.  In the event that the grafitti is found to be on private property the owners of the properties will be contacted regarding the removal of same.

T/675/11
GRAFFITI AFFECTING COMMERCIAL UNITS AT WHITEHALL ROAD


QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
"To ask the Manager to report on the graffiti affecting the commercial units on the corner of Whitehall Road West and Rockfield Avenue, Perrystown, Dublin 12 and the responsibility for its cleanup given repeated requests from residents in the vicinity?"

REPLY:
This matter has been referred to the Council's Grafitti Crew to investigate and remove.  In the event that the grafitti is found to be on private property the owners of the properties will be contacted regarding the removal of same.


T/676/11
QUESTION: COUNCILLOR D. LOONEY
"To ask the Manager to report on the provision of any facilities for the disposal of dog waste in the area under the remit of this Committee and to make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY:
Under the Section 22 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997, a dog owner is responsible for the cleaning up of any dog litter which is deposited by the dog in any street, road, path, park in the South Dublin County Council area.  Allowing dogs to foul in public places is not acceptable. 

The Council has recently applied stencils to the footpaths of a number of parks, including Tymon Park and Sean Walsh Park, reminding dog owners of their responsibilities.

The Council is currently applying dog enforcement stencils to foopaths in the vicinity of Parks to inform owners that dog faeces is litter and that owners will be fined.

The Council does not provide separate bins for the disposal of dog waste, the owner/person in charge of the dog is required to remove the dog faeces and dispose of them in a suitable sanitary manner. 

Owners can Poop Scoop every time their dog makes a mess: 

1. Keep a packet of bags next to the dogs lead as a reminder to take them with them. Any plastic bag can be used. 

2. The owner simply places the bag over the faeces and lifts it whilst pulling the bag downwards with their other hand. 

3. They then tie a knot in the bag to contain the waste matter  

4. The filled bag can then be carried away for safe disposal via the refuse bin.

Failure to remove the matter is an offence and the owner is subject to an on the spot fine of €150. Failure to pay this can result in prosecution with a maximum fine of €3000. 

Dog faeces can be a source of disease and may cause Salmonella or Toxocara which can be passed to humans through contact with infected faeces. Children are at risk when they handle dogs or handle toys, footballs, soles of shoes or buggy wheels which have been contaminated with dog faeces. Owners should remember to worm their dog routinely; wash hands after handling their dog and ensure children wash their hands thoroughly following play outside.

T/677/11
LITTER BIN AT THE GREENHILLS ROAD


QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
"To ask the Manager to report on my previous request for a litter bin at the bus stop on the Greenhills Rd in Tallaght Village (townbound route, near St Basil's Training Centre)?"

REPLY:
The Council has examined the area with respect to the installation of a litter bin and the paved surface will require some modification to facilitate the installation of the litter bin.  These works will be undertaken by the Cleansing staff in the next fortnight.

T/678/11
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/679/11
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/680/11
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/681/11        THE 'PLAYHOUSE NIGHTCLUB' AT THE PLAZA HOTEL
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Duff:
“That this Committee calls on the Manager to make contact with the new operators of the 'Playhouse Nightclub' at the Plaza Hotel with a view to moving their smoking area to a more appropriate place as it is causing a significant problem late at night for residents of Westpark Estate in the way of noise pollution. A previous arrangement with the former owners had worked well but has not been operating with residents in mind of late with residents not receiving a satisfactory outcome from their complaints to the proprietors.”
 The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The Principal Environmental Health Officer reports that an officer from his department has discussed this matter with the current manager of the Plaza Hotel, Mr. Darrell Penney.  He also states that his department had dealt with a similar complaint under the previous management.  At that time of the previous complaint, it was arranged to erect signs in the smoking area stating it was near a residential area and that management were responsible to control the noise levels of their patrons. The door staff were also briefed to keep people moving along and to ensure noise levels were kept to a minimum.  Mr. Penney has given an undertaken to the Environmental Health Department that he will take the necessary measures to control this noise issue. 

He also confirmed patrons are not allowed to take their drinks outside the premises. Sergeant Phelan from Rathfarnham Garda Station has spoken to the management of the club regarding this separate complaint. As a consequence of these two separate complaints, a meeting is to be set up for all parties and Environmental Health will be present on behalf of South Dublin Co Council.  

Mr. Penney also stated that when a complaint of this nature was received on another occasion, a member of management went to the complainant’s house to discuss the matter, and came to the conclusion that noise was coming from another late night premises.”
Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King and M. Duff contributed, Ms. S. Duffy, Environmental Health Officer, responded to queries raised.  
The report was NOTED.

The Meeting concluded at 2.50  p.m.
Siniú:
______________________

Dáta:
________________

An Cathaoirleach






