COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 12th December 2011


	PRESENT 


	Councillors
	 Councillors

	Bond, C.
	Jones, C.

	Bonner, B.
	Kearns, P.

	Brophy, C.
	Kenny, G.

	Coburn, E.
	King, C.

	Corr, M.
	Lahart, J.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lavelle, W.

	Delaney, T.
	Lawlor, B.

	Dermody, AM.
	Looney, D.

	Devine, M.
	McDonagh, M.

	Duff, M.
	O’Connell, G.

	Gilligan, T.
	Ridge, T.

	Hannon, J.
	Tuffy, E.

	Higgins, E.
	Walsh, E.


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan 

	Directors / Heads of Function


	P. Poole, T. Walsh, B. Coman, 
C. Henehan, J. Walsh, F. Nevin 

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Maguire, J. Quinlivan, 
P. Murphy, Y. Dervan,  M. Judge, H. Hogan

	Senior Architect 
	E. Conroy 

	Senior Parks Superintendent 
	B. Sheehan 

	Senior Engineers
	J. McLoughlin, D. Finch, L. McGee

	Senior Planner
	C. Ryan,  P. Hogan

	Senior Executive Planner
	J. Johnson 

	Executive Planner
	T. McGibbon

	Administrative Officers
	J. Kilgarriff, E. Leech

	A./Administrative Officer
	M. O’Neill

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne

	I.T.
	C. Whelan 



The Mayor Councillor C. Jones on behalf of all present expressed sympathy to Councillor Breeda Bonner on the recent death of her father, Mr. Noel Bonner, and a minute’s silence was observed in his honour.

H1/1211
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 14th November 2011 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the Proposition of Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor M. Duff.



REPORTS  OF  AREA  COMMITTEES
H2a)/1211
RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE - 8th NOVEMBER 2011 - 
DEALING WITH COMMUNITY, ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING, ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE & LIBRARY SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2b)/1211
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1)  - 21st NOVEMBER 2011 -
DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT- COMMUNITY GRANTS ), HOUSING  

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-
	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF2057
	Kilnamanagh Twirlers
	Running Costs Grant for Community Groups
	22/09/11
	€200

	GF2061
	St. Aengus Active Retirement Association
	Running Costs Grant for Community Groups
	17/10/11
	€200

	GF2063
	Ard Mor Community Development Group
	Start Up Costs for Community Group
	04/11/11
	€1,000

	GF2064
	St. Mark’s Youth Club
	Grant for Community Centre Based I.T. Infrastructure
	08/11/11
	€5,000


It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report.”
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge   and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (1)  - 21st November 2011 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2c)/1211
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 28th NOVEMBER 2011 - 
DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE & LIBRARY SERVICES  

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2d)/1211
CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE - 16th NOVEMBER 2011 - 
DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), ROADS (1 REPORT - PROVISION OF A SCHOOL WARDEN ON MILLBRIDGE CROSS / EMBANKMENT CROSS ROAD [BOHERBOY ROAD)] SAGGART) 
(i)  Community Business:
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for Grants
“Application for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-
	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF 2042
	Clondalkin School of Karate
	Major Equipment Grant
	21/06/2011
	€300


	GF2043 
	Newcastle Lyons Development Trust
	Environmental Improvements Grant
	21/06/2011
	€500


It was proposed by Councillor B. Bonner, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the foregoing report.”

It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge    and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council - Clondalkin Area Committee - 16th November 2011 -Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2d)/1211  
(ii)  Roads Business:
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
"Provision of a School Warden on Millbridge Cross/ Embankment Cross Road (Boherboy Road), Saggart.

Under the terms of the Local Government Act, 1991 (Reserved Functions) Order, 1993, pursuant to Section 96 (1) of the Road Traffic Act, 1961,as amended by the schedule to the Roads Traffic Act 1968, arrangements to be made for the patrolling of locations where school children cross the public road, is a reserved function of the Council. 

The Road Safety Unit has recommended the provision of a school warden service at the following location: 

SCHOOL                                              LOCATION 
St Mary’s National School, Saggart.       On Millbridge Cross/Embankment Cross Road 



          (Boherboy Road), Saggart, Co. Dublin. 




          Adjacent to Lamp No. 3
 

The warden to be assigned to this post will be provided from within existing resources. 

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting."

It was proposed by Councillor B. Bonner, seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan and AGREED:

"That this Committee recommends the provision of a school warden for St. Mary's National School, Saggart on Millbridge Cross/Embankment Cross Road (Boherboy Road), Saggart, Co. Dublin, adjacent to Lamp no. 3."

If the Council agrees with the recommendation, the following resolution is required:

"That South Dublin County Council  hereby resolves under the terms of the Local Government Act, 1991 (Reserved Functions) Order, 1993, pursuant to Section 96 (1) of the Road Traffic Act, 1961, as amended by the Schedule to the Road Traffic Act, 1968, that arrangements be made for the patrolling on Millbridge Cross/Embankment Cross Road (Boherboy Road), Saggart, Co. Dublin, adjacent to Lamp no. 3."

It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge     and RESOLVED:
"That South Dublin County Council  hereby resolves under the terms of the Local Government Act, 1991 (Reserved Functions) Order, 1993, pursuant to Section 96 (1) of the Road Traffic Act, 1961, as amended by the Schedule to the Road Traffic Act, 1968, that arrangements be made for the patrolling on Millbridge Cross/Embankment Cross Road (Boherboy Road), Saggart, Co. Dublin, adjacent to Lamp no. 3."

H2e)/1211  
LUCAN AREA COMMITTEE -  22nd NOVEMBER 2011 -
DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING, ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for Grants
Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF 2037
	Johnsbridge Residents Association
	Environmental Improvements Grant
	31/05/2011
	€500


It was proposed by Councillor G. O’ Connell, seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle and RESOLVED:-

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE payment of the Community Grant as recommended in the foregoing report.” 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge     and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council - Lucan Area Committee - 26th November 2011 -Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H3a)/1211
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Draft Calendar of Meeting Dates

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms T. Walsh, Director of Corporate, Human Resources and Library Services and was CONSIDERED:

“The following Draft Calendar of Meeting dates was APPROVED by the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 24th November  2011:
	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 02/01/2012
	
	
	

	Tues. 03/01/2012
	
	
	

	Wed. 04/01/2012
	
	
	

	Thurs. 04/01/2012
	
	
	

	Fri. 06/01/2012
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 09/01/2012
	
	
	

	Tues. 10/01/2012
	Rathfarnham Area Committee

Planning*, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads and Development & Water Services 
	03.00 - 05.30 pm
	20/12/11

Business to SEO Roads Dept.

*(For planning files see below)

	Wed. 11/01/2012
	
	
	

	Thurs. 12/01/2012
	
	
	

	Fri. 13/01/2012
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 04/01/12

	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 16/01/2012
	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting


	12.30 - 02.00 pm

03.30 - 06.30 pm
	03/01/12

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 17/01/2012
	
	
	

	Wed. 18/01/2012
	Clondalkin Area Committee

Planning*, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads and Development & Water Services
	03.00  - 05.30 pm
	05/01/12

Business to SEO Planning Dept.

*(For planning files see below)

	Thurs. 19/01/2012
	
	
	

	Fri. 20/01/2012
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 12/01/12

	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 23/01/2012
	Tallaght Traffic Management Meeting
Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Community, Environment, Parks, Housing

 & 

Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning*, Development & Water Services, Corporate Services and Libraries
	02.45 - 03.30 pm (as agreed Dec. 2011 Council meeting)

03.30 - 06.30 pm
	10/01/12

Business to SEO Housing Dept.

	Tues. 24/01/2012
	Lucan Area Committee

Planning**, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads and Development & Water Services
	03.00 - 05.30 pm
	11/01/12

Business to SEO Planning Dept.

**(For planning files see below)

	Wed. 25/01/2012
	Deputations
	02.00 - 06.00 pm
	

	Thurs. 26/01/2012
	Clondalkin, Lucan, Rathfarnham Traffic Management Meeting
Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee  (in committee)
	01.15 - 03.30 pm

03.30 - 05.30 pm
	12/01/12

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Fri. 27/01/2012
	
	
	


*  Planning file requests to be received by 17/01/12

**  Planning file requests to be received by 18/01/12
	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 30/01/2012
	
	
	

	Tues. 31/01/2012
	
	
	

	Wed. 01/02/2012
	
	
	

	Thurs. 02/02/2012
	
	
	

	Fri. 03/02/2012
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 06/02/2012
	Environment  Strategic Policy Committee

	05.30 - 07.00 pm
	05/01/12 

Business to Director of Environmental Services 

	Tues. 07/02/2012
	
	
	

	Wed. 08/02/2012
	Sports, Recreation, Community   Development and Parks Strategic Policy Committee
	05.30 - 07.00 pm
	09/01/12

Business to Director of Community Services

	Thurs. 09/02/2012
	
	
	

	Fri. 10/02/2012
	Joint Policing Committee (provisional date)
	03.00 - 05.00 pm
	


	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 13/02/2012
	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting


	12.30 - 02.00 pm

03.30 - 06.30 pm
	31/01/12

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 14/02/2012
	Rathfarnham Area Committee
Planning*, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads and Development & Water Services
	03.00 - 05.30 pm
	01/02/12

Business to SEO Roads Dept.

*(For planning files see below)

	Wed. 15/02/2012
	Clondalkin Area Committee

Planning**, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads and Development & Water Services

Economic Development (incl. Planning & Development) Strategic Policy Committee

	03.00 - 05.30 pm

05.30 - 07.00 pm
	02/02/12

Business to SEO Planning Dept.

**(For planning files see below)

16/01/12

Business to Director of Land Use, Economic & Transport Planning

	Thurs. 16/02/2012
	Housing & Social Development Strategic Policy Committee


	05.30 - 07.00 pm


	17/01/12

Business to Director of Housing, Social & Community Development

	Fri. 17/02/2012
	
	
	


* Planning file requests to be received by 08/02/12

** Planning file requests to be received by 09/02/12
	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 20/02/2012
	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Community, Environment, Housing
	03.30 - 05.30 pm
	07/02/12

Business to SEO Housing Dept.

	Tues. 21/02/2012
	
	
	

	Wed. 22/02/2012
	Deputations (4th Wed.)
	02.00 - 06.00 pm
	

	Thurs. 23/02/2012
	Transportation Strategic Policy Committee
	05.30 - 07.00 pm


	24/01/12

Business to Director of Development, Parks & Roads

	Fri. 24/02/2012
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 27/02/2012
	Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning*, Development & Water Services, Corporate Services and Libraries

Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education & Libraries Strategic Policy Committee
	03.30 - 05.30 pm

05.30 - 07.00 pm


	14/02/12

Business to SEO Housing Dept.

*(For planning files see below)
26/01/12

Business to Director of Corporate, H.R.

& Library Services

	Tues. 28/02/2012
	Lucan Area Committee

Planning**, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads and Development & Water Services
	03.00 - 5.30 pm
	15/02/12

Business to SEO Planning Dept.

**(For planning files see below)

	Wed. 29/02/2012
	
	
	

	Thurs. 01/03/2012
	
	
	

	Fri. 02/03/2012
	
	
	


* Planning file requests to be received by 21/02/12
** Planning file requests to be received by 22/02/12
NOTES:
January / February 2012
· January County Council & CPG  meetings are scheduled for the third Monday in January to give Members adequate time to submit items after the Xmas / New Year break and for preparation of comprehensive replies;  

· This has a follow-on effect on January Tallaght ACM (1) & (2) which are both now scheduled for  Monday 23rd January;

· Note the new date for Tallaght Traffic Management meeting - now scheduled immediately prior to the joint January Tallaght ACM (1) & (2).
Ms M. Maguire, Senior Executive Officer, Corporate Services highlighted a number of issues in relation to the January / February 2012 Calendar as follows:

· Due to the Christmas Holiday period and as there are five Mondays in  January 2012 it was being proposed that the Council and CPG meetings be held on the 3rd Monday in January ie 16th January 2012 to facilitate submission of items and  preparation of responses
· Tallaght ACM’s 1 & 2 both be held on Monday 23rd January with an earlier start to accommodate both meetings

· It is being recommended that the Traffic Management meetings normally held immediately prior to OPF Meetings to continue, with the exception of business for Tallaght Area Committee which will now be held immediately prior to the Tallaght AC meeting between 2.45 p.m. and 3.30 p.m.
The Calendar was APPROVED and AGREED on the proposition of Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy.
H3b)/1211
Report on Conferences/Seminars:

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms T. Walsh, Director of Corporate, Human Resources and Library Services and was CONSIDERED:
“The following report was APPROVED at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 24th November  2011
“Section 142 (5) of Local Government Act 2001 provides for the authorization of Members’ attendance at conferences both home and abroad. 

Listed below are conferences which have been notified to South Dublin County Council and whose appropriateness has been vetted by the members’ working group in accordance with Circ Letter 02/10

Members who have expressed an interest in attending these conferences are also listed:

Home Conferences from November 2011

	Conference
	Host 
	Venue
	Date
	Councillors Attending 
	Fee

	Local Authority Budgets 2012
	Kadenza Consultancies
	Silver Tassie Hotel, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal
	18th -20th November 2011
	
	€145

	The Local Government Budget 2012
	Superior Training 
	The Carlton Millrace Hotel, Bunclody,

Co. Wexford.
	18th -20th November 2011
	
	€100

	 Modern Alternatives to The Extinction of Fossil Fuels
	Celtic Conferences
	Celtic Ross Hotel 

Rosscarbery, 

West Cork
	18th -20th November 2011
	
	€100

	Tourism – The Potential for Economic Growth 
	Clare Tourist Council &

Clare County Council
	Falls Hotel Ennistymon
	24th -26th November
	
	€229

	Renewable Energy 20-20-20 
Transforming Ireland into a highly Energy -efficient, low carbon economy.
	Esperanza Enterprises
	The Lucan Spa Hotel, 
Junction 4A, 
N4 Westbound, 
Lucan, 
Co. Dublin
	25th -26th November
	
	€150

	Public Sector Expenditure, 
Where is Ireland spending above the odds
	Esperanza Enterprises
	The Kingsvalley Hotel, Merlin Park, Dublin Road, 
Galway City
	6th -8th December 2011
	
	€150

	Local Government 
(Charges) Act 2009
	Esperanza Enterprises 
	The Kingsvalley Hotel, Merlin Park, Dublin Road, 
Galway City
	18th -20th December 2011
	
	


The following table shows Members’ attendance at conferences home from 22nd September 2011 to date.  

HOME CONFERENCES ATTENDED 2011

As authorisation under this section is a reserved function Members are required to pass the following resolution:

“In accordance with Section 142 (5) of the Local Government Act, 2001 attendance by Members at the Conferences / Seminars outlined in the report is hereby authorized.”

	Conference
	Host 
	Venue
	Date
	Councillors

Attended 


	Fee

	Effective Representation 

For your Constituents 
	Esperanza Enterprises
	Manor West Hotel, Tralee, 

Co. Kerry
	23rd - 25th September 2011
	Cllr T. Gilligan 
	€150

	LAMA Autumn Conference
	Local Authority Members Association
	Clonlea Strand Hotel Dungarvan
	23rd -24th September 
	Cllr. J. Hannon
	€150

	La Touche Legacy Conference
	La Touche  Legacy
	Greystones 
	30th Sept - 2nd Oct 2011
	Cllr T. Ridge
	€150

	Social Housing Conference
	Esperanza Enterprises
	Carlton Atlantic Coast Hotel,

Westport
	14th – 16th October 2011
	Cllr. C. Brophy
	€150

	The Role of the Regional Authority in the operation of and policy making in Local Government
	Esperanza Enterprises
	The Kingsvalley Hotel,

Merlin Park, Dublin Road, 

Galway City.


	21st -23rd October 2011
	Cllr. T. Delaney 

Cllr Brian Lawlor
	€150

	Changes in the law in respect of Rights of Way introduced under the Land & Conveyancing Law Reform Act 2009 
	Esperanza Enterprises
	The Kingsvalley Hotel,

Merlin Park, Dublin Road, 

Galway City.


	4th -6th November 2011
	 Cllr. C. Brophy 

Cllr. B. Lawlor 


	€150


As authorisation under this section is a reserved function Members are required to pass the following resolution:

“In accordance with Section 142 (5) of the Local Government Act, 2001 attendance by Members at the Conferences / Seminars outlined in the report is hereby authorized.”

Attendances at Conferences and Seminars were APPROVED on the proposition of Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge.



STRATEGIC  POLICY  COMMITTEES
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED: 

H4a)/1211
ENVIRONMENT SPC:
(i) Report of Meeting 7th November 2011

Attendance
Members                                                            Officials
Councillor John Hannon Cathaoirleach           Philomena Poole, Director

Councillor Breda Bonner                              Yvonne Dervan, Senior Executive Officer 

Councillor Emma Coburn                             John Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer 

Councillor Máire Devine                               Maire Ni Dhomhnaill, Project Manager

Councillor John Lahart                                 Maire O’Sullivan, Senior Architect  

Councillor William Lavelle                
       Sorcha O’Brien, Environmental 






            Awareness Officer

Councillor Eamonn Walsh                            Bernie Donnelly, Administrative Officer

Sectoral Interests
Connie Kiernan – Community Forum

Mary Clare Wallace

Pat Lee

Apologies
Councillor Chris Bond 

Councillor Guss O’Connell

Councillor Eamonn Tuffy  

Una Ruddock

Sherri Brennan

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor John Hannon presided.
Item 1
Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 5th September 2011. 

Proposed by Ms Connie Kiernan, seconded by Cllr Walsh and Agreed  
Item 2
Matters Arising 
Item 3
Climate Change progress report
A Climate Change strategy progress presentation was provided by Maire O’Sullivan, Senior Architect. Following contributions from Cllr La Hart, Cllr Walsh Cllr Bonner & Cllr Hannon, Ms O’Sullivan responded to the issues raised by the members.  
Item 4
Bad weather leaflet update
A report on the “How to prepare for bad weather” leaflet was presented by Sorcha O’Brien, Environmental Awareness Officer. Following contributions from Cllr Walsh, Cllr Devine, Cllr La Hart, Cllr Hannon and Ms Connie Kiernan, Director of Services Ms Poole responded to the issues raised by the members.

It was requested that a report be brought back to the SPC regarding the none delivery of leaflets to households that have “No Junk Mail” signs on there post boxes. 
Item 5
Litter Fines and Enforcement - Update
An update report on the Level of Enforcement and Collection Rates was presented by Ms Donnelly, Administrative Officer. Following contributions from Cllr Walsh, Ms Kiernan, Cllr Devine, Cllr Lavelle, Cllr Hannon and Mr Lee the Director of Services Ms Poole responded to the issues raised by the members.  
Item 6
Election poster policy - update
Cllr Hannon introduced the election poster policy item providing information on the progress to date of a voluntary code of practice regarding Election posters.  Following contributions from Cllr Walsh, Cllr Lavelle, Cllr Bonner and Cllr Devine, Cllr Hannon responded to the issues raised by the members.

It was proposed by Cllr Hannon that the draft election poster policy be recommended to the Council for adoption this was seconded by Cllr Walsh  

Progress Report
Draft Code
Item 7
Waste Byelaws
A report on the Waste Byelaws was presented by Yvonne Dervan, Senior Executive Officer. Following contributions from Cllr Lavelle, Cllr Devin and Ms Wallace the Director of Services Ms Poole responded to the issues raised by the members. 

It was requested by Cllr Hannon that a working group from the SPC be established to consider the Waste Byelaws and to come back to the SPC with a draft policy.  Cllr Devine, Ms Wallace, Cllr Bonner, Cllr Lavelle, Cllr Coburn and Cllr Hannon all volunteered to be part of the working group.

Item 9
A.O.B. 

The meeting concluded at 6.58 p.m.”
The Report was NOTED with cognizance that a Headed Item on the voluntary election poster policy be listed for consideration by full Council in due course.

H4/1211
(ii) Minutes of Meeting 5th September 2011:
“Members                                                   Officials
Councillor John Hannon Cathaoirleach           Philomena Poole, Director

Councillor Chris Bond                                  Leo Magee, Senior Engineer

Councillor Breda Bonner                              Philip Murphy, Senior Executive Officer 

Councillor Emma Coburn                             Maire O’Sullivan, Senior Architect  

Councillor Guss O’Connell               
      Sorcha O’Brien, Environmental 






          Awareness Officer

Councillor Eamonn Tuffy                            Sheila Kelly, Administrative Officer

Councillor Eamonn Walsh

Sectoral Interests
Connie Kiernan – Community Forum

Mary Clare Wallace

Una Ruddock

 Apologies
Pat Lee

Sherri Brennan

Councillor Máire Devine

Councillor John Lahart

Councillor William Lavelle

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor John Hannon presided.

Item 1
Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 3rd May 2011. 

Proposed by Cllr O’Connell, seconded by Ms Connie Kiernan and Agreed 

Minutes of Special Environment SPC meeting held on 20th June 2011. 

Proposed by Cllr O’Connell, seconded by Cllr Tuffy and Agreed  
Item 2
Matters Arising 
Item 3
Policy initiative on election posters – For Discussion 
Cllr John Hannon introduced the item on election posters as he had looked for it to be brought before the SPC. An election poster presentation was provided by Ms O’Brien, Environmental Awareness Officer. Following contributions from Cllr Bond, Ms Kiernan, Cllr O’Connell Cllr Bonner, Ms Ruddock, Cllr Tuffy, Cllr Walsh, Cllr Hannon, Director of Services Ms Poole responded to the issues raised by the members.

It was requested by Cllr Hannon that a working group from the SPC be established to consider the issues surrounding election posters and to come back to the SPC with a draft policy.  Ms Kiernan, Cllr O’Connell, Cllr Tuffy, Cllr Bond, Cllr Coburn & Cllr Hannon all volunteered to be part of the working group.  Cllr Hannon will follow up with any remaining political parties to ensure cross party participation.

 Item 4
Progress on policy initiative regarding county signage
A report on the progress on a policy initiative regarding county signage was presented by Mr Murphy, Senior Executive Officer. Following contributions from Cllr O’Connell, Cllr Hannon, Ms Ruddock, Cllr Tuffy, Cllr Walsh Ms Kiernan, Mr Murphy responded to the issues raised by the members. 

Cllr Hannon requested that this presentation be noted

Item 5
Litter Fines and Enforcement - Update
An update report on the Level of Enforcement and Collection Rates was presented by Ms Kelly, Administrative Officer. Following contributions from Cllr O’Connell, Cllr Walsh, Ms Ruddock, and Cllr Hannon, the Director of Services Ms Poole responded to the issues raised by the members. 

Cllr Hannon requested that this report be kept on the SPC agenda.
Item 6
Summer Months and Business Water Conservation Campaign - update
Item 6 was not reached & will be placed on the next SPC agenda 

Item 7
Climate Change progress report 
Item 7 was not reached & will be placed on the next SPC agenda  
Item 9
A.O.B. 

Ms Kiernan requested that the Climate Change progress report be placed first on the next SPC agenda. 

The meeting concluded at 7p.m.”
The Minutes were NOTED.

H4b)/1211
SPORTS,  RECREATION, COMMUNITY & PARKS SPC

(i)  Report of Meeting 9th November 2011:
	Members
	Officials
	 

	Cllr Cathal King
	Billy Coman Director Community & Housing
	Director of Housing, Social & Community Development

	Cllr Tony Delaney
	Willie Sheils Senior Executive Officer
	Senior Executive Officer, Community

	Cllr  Mick Duff 
	Donal Walsh 
	Senior Community Officer

	Cllr  Gino Kenny
	Paula Swayne 
	Sport & Recreation Officer

	Cllr Dermot Looney
	 
	 

	Cllr Matthew McDonagh
	 
	 

	Cllr Emer Higgins
	 
	 

	Cllr  Paddy Cosgrave 
	 
	 

	Cecil Johnston
	 
	 

	Carmel McCartney
	 
	 

	Sean Reid
	 
	 

	James Coghlan 
	 
	 


Apologises Cllrs Therese Ridge and Brian Lawlor

An Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Cathal King presided.

1. Minutes of previous meeting held on  7th September 2011

                 Proposed: Cathal King

                 Seconded: Gino Kenny

2.         Matters Arising  -  None

3.         Community Grants Review -  

Billy Coman outlined details of a recent  review of the current Grants Scheme to the members. B Coman explained that it would be appropriate that some members of the SPC  join the Grants Scheme Review Committee with a view to bringing a completed review before the full Council in March / April 2012. Following a discussion, the following SPC members agreed to join the Review Group:  Cathal King, Mick Duff  Sean Reid and Tony Delaney .

4.       Play Policy – Paula Swayne Sport & Recreation Officer.

Paula outlined the Play Policy Review and what it would entail. She mentioned a few objectives that would be likely to be considered in the course of the review.  Several of the members took part in a discussion on play-related issues and it was agreed that the following members would be part of the Play Policy Review Group: Cathal King, Dermot Looney, Emer Higgins, Cecil Johnson and Carmel McCartney.   

 5.      Tallaght Stadium Business  Plan  

Willie  Sheils  gave a presentation which gave an overview of the background to the construction of Tallaght Stadium and the range and type of events that it has hosted since it opened in March 2009, as well as the main elements of the Business Plan for the Stadium. 

A discussion followed and several questions were answered by Billy Coman   and Willie Sheils

 6.       Development at Jobstown Park – item not reached.

The meeting ended at 7.15pm.”
The Report was NOTED.

(ii) Minutes of Meeting 7th September 2011:
	Members
	Officials
	 

	Cllr Cathal King
	Billy Coman, 
	Director of Housing, Social & Community Development

	Cllr Mick Duff
	Willie Sheils  
	Senior Executive Officer, Community

	Cllr Gino Kenny
	Thos McDermot 
	Sports Partnership

	Cllr Dermot Looney
	Maria O Donohoe 
	Children’s Services Co Coordinator

	Cllr Therese Ridge
	Frank Nevin
	Director of land Use and Economic Planning

	Cllr Brian Lawlor
	Alison Silke
	Sport & Recreation Officer

	Cllr Emer Higgins
	 
	 

	Cllr Paddy Cosgrave 
	 
	 

	Cecil Johnston
	 
	 

	Carmel McCartney
	 
	 

	Sean Reid
	 
	 


 Apologies Cllr Matthew McDonagh,  Cllr Tony Delaney
An Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Cathal King presided.
1)     Minutes of previous meeting held on  4th May 2011

 Proposed: C. King

 Seconded: M. Duff

 2)     Matters Arising  - None

 3)     Sports Partnership Walk – Ramble Aid – Thos McDermott announced details of a Charity Walk on 2nd October to coincide with National Trails Day from Thomas Davis G.A.A. club to Bohernabreena Reservoir. Thos responded to any questions raised and the members congratulated the organisation of this event.

4)     Business Development and Sustainability presentation. Frank Nevin  and Maria Donohue gave  a detailed presentation on Competitive  Business outlining  the background to the report  and guided the members through the objectives of the plan:

a)     Plan to support existing businesses and supporting new ones….

b)     Multi-disciplinary team established

c)     Development of a regional approach to development charges

d)     Attract high value jobs to the County

e)     Rates base has been expanded and examined with a view to reducing Rates

f)      Maximise business development supports

g)     Sustainable Business Executive has been appointed

h)     Publications developed for business community

i)      Social Media seminar held in Tallaght Stadium

j)      Maximising placement schemes for the unemployed

k)     Internships and work experience

l)      Encourage creativity – craft village concept and supports

m)    Monthly reports to Council and CPG

A discussion ensued regarding different aspects of presentation to which Cllrs King, Higgins, Ridge, Cosgrave, Sean Reid and Cecil Johnston contributed.  Cllr King commended the Manager, Directors and Staff for their efforts in endeavoring to provide such innovative opportunities. B Coman Director dealt with the matters also raised regarding the Apprenticeship Scheme operated by the Council with FAS.

5)      National Play Day – Ailison  Silke Sport  & Recreation  Officer reported on National  Play Day  which was  held  on 3rd  July 2011,  all commended  a very well organised  event.  Discussion  ensued  as  to merits of  leaving  the  sand pit in the Park, Alison  Silke advised  that the sand  pit  is  a Health  and  Safety issue.  B.  Coman advised that it is the intention of the Council to have a play day next year, finance permitting.

6)     Halloween 2011 - Billy  Coman advised  meetings with  Gardai and other relevant agencies and community groups  are  taking  place  with a  view  to minimising  damage to environment at  Halloween  - Illegal  bonfires were  way down in  2010 from  2009 and  it is hoped to continue  on success of  2010 when illegal bonfires were significantly less tan the previous year as  a result  of  organised  bonfires  and   the “Bulbs Not  Bonfires”  campaign. Some  initiatives for  2011 included: 

(a)  Door to door leaflet drop, 

(b)  More information on  website, 

(c)   Free access to Waste  Facility, 

(d)  Continuation of litter and waste enforcement  activities 

(e)  Spooky Walk in Corkagh Park, 

(f)   Communities  involvement

A discussion ensued regarding aspects of access to Civic Amenities at Halloween to which Cllrs Higgins, Looney, Lawlor, Ridge and Cecil Johnson, Carmel McCartney contribution - B. Coman responded to all matters raised and urged vigilance by residents in their area.

Meeting concluded at 7.10 p.m.”
The Minutes were NOTED.
H4c)/1211
HOUSING AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT SPC 
(i) Report of Meeting 10th November 2011:
Members:


Council Officials:
	Cllr M. Corr
	B. Coman
	Director of Services

	Cllr P. Kearns     
	H Hogan
	Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr M. Duff       
	M. Fagan
	Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr G. Kenny    
	E. Conroy
	County Architect

	Cllr B. Lawlor    
	E Conlon
	Staff Officer

	Cllr D Looney    
	
	

	Cllr B. Bonner          
	
	

	Betty  Tyrrell Collard, Dept Enterprise, Trade & Employment, Trade Union


Councillor M. Corr chaired the meeting.

H-I(1)
MINUTES

The minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 22nd September, 2011 were proposed by Councillor M. Corr seconded by Councillor M. Duff and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

H-I(2)
MATTERS ARISING  

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

It was AGREED to change the Order of business and take Headed Item no. 6 next.

H-I (6) Tallaght Sustainable Energy Community – SEG Stage II Evaluation
Mr. E. Conroy, County Architect, gave the presentation.

Following a discussion to which Ms B Tyrrell-Collard and  Councillors D. Looney, M. Corr and B. Bonner contributed Mr. E. Conroy, County Architect, responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.

H-I(3)
LOCAL POLICING FORA UPDATE
Mr B. Coman, Director of Services, gave the presentation.

There are three Policing Fora in the County. It is unlikely financially to provide another one. They are not taking over from Neighbourhood Watch. They provide a voice back to the Joint Policing Committee. It was agreed that a summary of the meeting would be published after the meeting to avoid any misunderstandings.

Following a discussion to which Councillors  D. Looney, B. Bonner, M. Corr and Ms Betty Tyrrell Collard  contributed Mr B. Coman, Director of Services, responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.

H-I(4)
CHOICE BASED LETTING UPDATE
Mr H Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, gave the presentation.

Social building of any sort is now completely gone. Voluntary units are to be included in the allocation in the near future. A presentation of facts over the last few years and a projection for the future are to be presented to members. 

Following a discussion to which Councillors G. Kenny, D. Looney, M. Corr, and B. Lawlor contributed Mr H Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, and Mr B. Coman, Director of Services responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.

H-I (5) LTACC REVIEW
The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:

“South Dublin has at this stage provided in excess of 100 Group houses and 79 Permanent bays within 10 RCP sites as well as 30 temporary or emergency Bays for the Travellers in this County.  There is no traveller in either temporary or emergency accommodation that has not been offered permanent accommodation.  

In light of the above it was considered that a review of the focus and workings of the LTACC might be appropriate at this time.  A facilitator (Miller White Training & Consultancy) was engaged and following a workshop held in May last it was agreed by the members of the LTACC to establish a specific working group to examine the outcome of the review day and make recommendations for the future.

Cllrs. Guss O’Connell and Cathal King, Traveller representatives Mark Bradley, Sandra Davis and Aisling Flynn and Council staff member Hugh Hogan and Paul Fleming agreed to come together and address this issue.

The group had two quite lengthy and extensive discussion meetings in which the findings of Miller White’s report were analysed. The group have put forward the following main recommendations:

1. Establish an updated needs assessment of the existing travellers within the County and prioritise the TAP in accordance with that assessment.  The LTACC to lobby and support that priority on an ongoing basis 

2. Maintenance of sites;  Examine new ways of working that can be seen to deliver results on the ground and to establish a maintenance sub committee to deal specifically with maintenance issues  in traveller specific housing reporting to them or LTACC . 

3. Establish a Management of Sites sub committee on which there must be traveller representatives.    This sub committee might usefully examine the following items and make recommendations on them taking into account the relevant legislation and regulations governing each matter

· Enterprise initiatives with local enterprise boards 

· Education initiatives 

· Initiatives to address conflict, anti-social behaviour, domestic and gender 
based violence and addiction

·     Tenant participation initiatives including programmes, resident  associations etc”

Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, summarised the report.

South Dublin County Council are to the forefront in providing accommodation for Travellers. There are currently no illegal sites in the County. Feuding may be used as an excuse by some families who wish to move. 

Following a discussion to which Councillors G. Kenny, M. Corr, and B. Bonner contributed Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.

H-I (7) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Councillor M. Corr requested a change of day for the Housing and Social SPC from Thursday to Monday, 5.30 pm to 7 pm.

The meeting concluded at 7.05 pm.”          

(ii)  Minutes of Meeting 22nd September 2011:
	Cllr M. Corr
	B. Coman
	Director of Services

	Cllr P. Kearns     
	H. Hogan
	Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr M. Duff       
	M. Fagan
	Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr G. Kenny    
	A. Rooney
	Senior Staff Officer

	Cllr T. Gilligan         
	 
	 

	Cllr M. McDonagh  
	 
	 

	Cllr D. Looney   
	
	

	Cllr. B. Lawlor
	
	

	Cllrs. C. King, and gave his apologies for inability to attend.
	
	

	Ben Healy, Environment / Conservation, apologies for non-attendance.
	
	

	Tommy Gilson , Community / Voluntary / Disadvantaged apologies
	
	

	John Murphy, Agriculture / Farming apologies for non-attendance.
	
	

	Betty  Tyrrell Collard, Dept Enterprise, Trade & Employment, Trade Union, apologies for non-attendance.
	
	


H-I(1)  MINUTES

The minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 12th May, 2011, were proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor M. Duff, and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

H-I(2)  MATTERS ARISING  

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

H-I(3)  CHOICE BASED LETTING/APPLICANT SOURCED HOUSING

The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:

Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, gave the presentation.
Mr. Hugh Hogan outlined the pilot programme for offering Council houses to tenants on the Housing List.  650 letters were issued to those interested in the 3 bedroomed list with a marked take up of offers the further down the list applicants were placed. 

The new Housing computer system will be linked to the Council’s website and allow applicants to view all the houses available within their criteria.  Details of rental on properties and size and description will also appear.   Choices can then be made via the new portal and recorded on Technical linked to the new system.  The new system should be up and running next month after extensive testing. 

The new system will enhance estate management, keep the housing list updated and the usage of new technology will improve efficiencies. 

Councillor Kearns asked what the impact would be on staffing levels and work load would be.  B. Coman outlined that the changes had come from the staff themselves and complemented the staff of the Housing Department for embracing the changes ahead. 

Councillor Corr requested that the wording of the new system be looked at to encourage a more user friendly system for tenants,  in relation to language used.   H. Hogan responded that this would be looked at. 

Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Duff, M. Corr, D. Looney and M. McDonagh contributed, Mr. B. Coman, Mr. H. Hogan and Mr. M. Fagan   responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED and it was proposed to set up a review/advisory group and to invite all Councillors, to meet up on a quarterly basis, to provide feedback. 

H-I(4)  RENT SUPPLEMENT TRANSFER
The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:

Mr. M. Fagan, Senior Executive Officer, presented the report: 

· The Introduction of Housing Assistance Payments---HAP
The Government have advised of the introduction of a new social housing support namely the Housing Assistance Payment---HAP. It is effectively a version of rent supplement to be administered by housing authorities for those with a long term housing need that they cannot fund from their own resources.   
Rent Supplement was originally introduced to be a short term income support for those who normally provide for their housing needs by renting in the private rented sector and who have temporary financial difficulties e.g. short term unemployment. It was originally expected that rent supplement would be paid for 3 - 6 months on average to bridge the client’s temporary financial difficulties.

However since its introduction it has effectively become a parallel social housing option with clients having long term housing need that they are incapable of funding from their own resources living in private rented homes and the state paying most of the rent on their behalf through this subsidy. 

There are approximately 6,500 rent supplemented tenancies in South Dublin. Of those on the Councils housing list there are more than half are living in rent supplemented homes.  

As a measure to address this, the Rental Accommodation Scheme was introduced in 2004/2005 and the transfer of clients in receipt of rent supplement for 18 months or more began. If a client has been in receipt of rent supplement for this length of time, it is deemed that they have a long term housing need. The objective of RAS is to transfer those inappropriately on rent supplement---those with a long term housing need that they cannot fund themselves and who are the responsibility of the housing authority-- out of that regime. 

The proposed introduction of HAP is the next step to RAS and Social Leasing. It could be described as the transfer of RS to the Local Housing Authority for that cohort of RS recipients and applicants who have a long term housing need rather than a need for a short term income support to bridge a temporary and passing financial difficulty. It is a next step in providing a rational, complimentary and progressive set of social housing supports. It will replace the current less efficient regime where a client who needs housing support by way of a rent supplement must apply to 2 state bodies---the housing authority and then the community welfare service    

After the introduction of HAP, Rent Supplement will remain for those in short term financial difficulties who always rented in the private sector--- the original target group for Rent Supplement.

The outcome for the client in the new HAP regime will be the same as the outcome under RS or RAS ---they will, subject to their reaching an agreement with the owner of the property, get to live in a home of their choice in an area of their choice and the state/council will pay their rent. They will pay a differential rent to the housing authority.

As is the case in rent supplement and RAS, the landlord and tenant relationship will be between the housing applicant and the owner who will be responsible for all tenancy management and property maintenance issues. The tenancy will be a private rented tenancy governed by the terms of the Private Residential Tenancies Act and both landlord and tenant will have recourse to the PRTB for the resolution of any disputes.  

The Council will pay the rent for the client as the Community Welfare Officer does in RS.   

The Council is already implementing a version of HAP through its ASH pilot project.

HAP will be a social housing support and, as with RAS, anyone getting a home under HAP will be considered housed and their housing application will be closed.

Transfers between the various streams of social housing support—council houses, leased houses, RAS houses, Voluntary houses and HAP will be facilitated i.e. ultimately we will facilitate transfers between all types of social housing/social housing support regimes.

Considered advantages of the proposed new regime are:

It will deliver social homes to our applicants; 
It provides the opportunity to procure social homes at monthly rents which are lower than RS rents;
It will drive tenancy registration, tax compliance and improved standards in the private rented sector as full compliance on all of these issues will be a precondition for a property owner participating in the scheme;
It places the one social housing stream over which local housing authorities currently have little control with the housing authority;
It will return RS to its original purpose – short term support
It will eliminate the poverty trap that exists for those currently on RS as those on HAP will be allowed to work without any effect on their Housing Assistance Payment other than an increase in their Differential rent.
It will provide more security of tenure to the tenant within the new regime. 
A number of very serious issues remain to be addressed and resolved before HAP can be implemented in the areas of housing policy, work processes and staff resources, financial structures and IT. 

To address these, three high level working groups have been set up to guide the implementation of HAP covering the areas of Finance, IT and transition.

It is expected that HAP will be rolled out over a number of years on a phased basis.

Members will be informed regularly of developments in the HAP process as progress is made.

Following contributions from Councillors M. Corr, P. Kearns, G. Kelly, and D. Looney, Mr. Michael Fagan, Senior Executive Officer, and Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing and Community, responded to queries raised. 

The report was NOTED.

H-I (5) HALLOWEEN UPDATE:
Mr. B. Coman presented report on forthcoming Halloween events being organised and /or supported by the Council 

H-I (6) ANY OTHER BUSINESS – HOUSING ASSESSMENT OF NEED 2011:
The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:

Mr. Billy Coman, Director of Housing & Community, gave a presentation.

Mr. Billy Coman summarised the Housing Assessment of Need 2011. 

The methodology in collecting data differs substantially from that used in previous years.  The 2008 and 20011 figures are not strictly comparable.  The total housing need nationally is 98,318. The net figure for SDCC is 8,022. There has been a 75% increase in those on the Housing List for a number of reasons mainly the recession and also rent supplement regulations. 49% of those n the Housing List are single persons, with 68% under the age of 40. 86% of persons waiting on SDCC housing list earn less than €20,000.  The statistics from South Dublin County Council’s current Housing needs assessment is as follows:- 

·        Net 8,022 on Housing List

·        1,317 are Lone Parents

·        85 couples with 5 or more children

·        396 couples, no children

·        26% waiting more than 4 years or more

·        190 on waiting list for 7 years or more

·        56% are Irish citizens (the balance is 24%, EU, 20%, non EU citizens 

B. Coman said that the transfer of rent supplement will allow the private rental market to become a real housing option.

B. Coman confirmed that South Dublin County Council’s Housing Department is well placed to roll out new initiatives.

Following a discussion to which P. Kearns, G. Kelly, M. Duff and M. Corr contributed, Mr. Billy Coman and Mr. H Hogan responded to queries raised. 

The meeting concluded at 7 pm.         

 Siniú:   M. Corr                                  Dáta:   10/11/2011
An Cathaoirleach”
The Minutes were NOTED.

H4d)/1211
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (INCL. PLANNING) SPC

(i) Report of Meeting 16th November 2011:
“Attended

	Cllr C Brophy
	Mr S Giblin

	Cllr  P Kearns
	Mr G Robinson

	Cllr G O’Connell
	Mr D Anderson

	Cllr C King
	Mr N Durkan

	Cllr E Tuffy (Chair)
	

	Cllr T Gilligan
	

	Cllr M Devine
	

	Cllr E Coburn
	

	Cllr W Lavelle
	

	Cllr C Jones
	


Officials present:


Mr. F Nevin – Director


Mr. E Conroy – County Architect


Mr. T Shanahan – Administrative Officer

Apologies:  Mr. John Kearns, Cllr M Corr
	Headed Item 1
Confirmation and Re-affirmation of Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting of Economic Development SPC on 14th September 2011 were proposed by Cllr E. Tuffy and seconded by Cllr O Connell and agreed.

Members were reminded by F. Nevin on foot of Headed Item 5 (Control of Non Statutory Signage in the Public Domain) at the meeting of 14TH Sept 2011 to direct their views to Mr Philip Murphy.

	Headed Item 2
Update on Business Support Programme;

Eddie Conroy, County Architect delivered a report on the Sustainable Energy Action plan for the County. Contributions followed from Cllrs Tuffy, King, Kearns, Devine, O Connell, Brophy and from Garret Robinson, Neil Durkin and Sean Giblin. 

F. Nevin presented the report given to the November CPG on the Councils Business Support Programme. 

	

	Headed Item 3 
Scheduling of Working Group meetings

A. Economic Strategy (Development Contribution Scheme Review)

A meeting to be arranged for January in advance of a further SPC.

B. Urban Centres 

Suggested that morning of 9th December could be a suitable date for a meeting on Urban Centres with Cllrs Lavelle and Coburn to submit a report in advance of that date for discussion. A later meeting for Jan/Feb 2012 to be arranged with local traders.

	

	

	Headed Item 4
HGV restrictions in South Dublin County

Frank Nevin presented a report on HGV study, outlined previous reports on the issue to Council and Area Committees and invited input in particular from non-elected members on the impact of such restrictions. 

Contributions followed from G Robinson who asked for clarification on alternative routes outside the proposed restricted area to enable consultation in the business community, including a map and a succinct report on the matter.

Mr N Durkin, Cllr W Lavelle, Cllr E Tuffy, Cllr G O Connell made contributions and F Nevin indicated that this matter could be subject of a joint Transport and Economic Development SPC and would issue a report and maps to all members as requested by G Robinson to clarify the issues in this matter. 

	Headed Item 5

AOB

No business.

	The meeting ended at  7.20pm”



The Report was NOTED.

(ii) Minutes of Meeting 22nd September 2011:
“Attended

	Cllr M Corr
	

	Cllr C Brophy
	

	Cllr  P Kearns
	

	Cllr G O’Connell
	

	Cllr C King
	

	Cllr E Tuffy (Chair)
	

	Cllr T Gilligan
	

	Mr. S Giblin
	

	Mr. G Robinson
	

	Mr. D Anderson
	

	Mr. N Durkan
	


Officials present:


Mr. F Nevin – Director of Service


Ms A. Carroll –Business Sustainability Executive, South Dublin Chamber


Mr. P Murphy - SEO, Roads


Ms E Colgan – Senior Staff Officer


Ms M Heffernan – Assistant Staff Officer

Apologies:  Mr. John Kearns
	Headed Item 1
Confirmation and Re-affirmation of Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting of Economic Development SPC on 18th May 2011 were proposed by Cllr E.Tuffy and seconded by Mr Garrett Robinson and agreed.

Cllr Tuffy introduced Ms A Carroll, South Dublin Chamber to the Committee.   It was proposed by Cllr Tuffy and agreed by the Committee that the order of business be changed in order for Headed Item 3 be taken before Headed Item 2.  This was agreed.   

	Headed Item 2
Report on Working Group Meetings

C. Economic Strategy 29th June & 30th August 2011 (Development Contribution Scheme Review)

Mr F Nevin presented reports and an update from the Working Group.  It was noted that consultants have been appointed by the Dublin Authorities to review the current DCS in the light of current economic circumstances. A review of Section 49 schemes is being undertaken by NTA and a Government announcement on programmes is expected this month. Further recommendations will be brought back to the SPC via the Working Group..   The Metrowest Oral Hearing opens on 4th October and the Council will be represented at the Hearing. 

D. Urban Centres April 28 2011 (Update)


The reports of the Working Group were noted.  It was agreed that the Working Groups would continue to meet and the schedule of meeting dates will be arranged by the Committee.



	

	Headed Item 3 
Update on Business Support Programme

A. Ms. A Carroll Presentation:

B. Ms. A Carroll Update:

Mr F Nevin again introduced Ms Carroll to the meeting and gave a brief background to her involvement in the programme.

Ms. Andrea Carroll made a presentation to the SPC on the Sustainable Business Programme.  Questions and contributions followed from Cllr Kearns, and Mr G Robinson and were responded to by Mr. F Nevin & Ms. A Carroll.

C. Cookstown Presentation:

Mr. F Nevin presented the report.  Questions and contributions followed from Cllrs P Kearns, E Tuffy, C King, M Corr, T Gilligan, C Brophy, Mr. N Durkin, and Mr G Robinson.  Mr. Nevin responded to queries raised. Next steps are to refine the data base detail and then discuss the potential market opportunities with local agents. 

Cllr Tuffy welcomed Cllr Chris Bond only as an observer.  The appointment of Cllr Bond to the SPC is for consideration at  OP & F Meeting on 22nd September.

D. Report of CPG:

Mr. F. Nevin presented the report and updated the meeting on the various outcomes.

E. Development Contributions Report:

Mr Frank Nevin presented the report and updated the members on the work in progress for the new Development Contribution Scheme.   A further report to the Working Group of the SPC will be presented as the work progresses.  Following contributions from Cllr E. Tuffy, Mr G Robinson and Mr N Durkan Mr F Nevin responded to queries raised. 

	

	

	Headed Item 4 

Report on Fair-trade Town Status

Mr F Nevin presented report and proposed that Ms A Carroll and the Chamber would explore with SDCC the setting up of a Fair Trade town in the County.  Following discussion it was proposed by Cllr Tuffy and seconded by Cllr Brophy that Rathfarnham village be nominated for Fair Trade status and this was agreed.



	Headed Item 5

Policy on the Control of Non Statutory Signage in the Public Domain
In accordance with the approval of the members Cllr Tuffy suspended Standing Orders to take Headed Item 5.

Mr Philip Murphy, Senior Executive Officer, Roads Department outlined the document to the members.  Following contributions from Cllr E Tuffy and M Corr it was agreed that any comments could be forwarded to the Mr Murphy in the Roads Department.  

	The meeting ended at  7.05pm”


The Minutes were NOTED.

H4e)/1211
TRANSPORTATION SPC

(i) Report of Meeting 17th November 2011:
1.         Confirmation of Minutes

On the proposal of Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy, the Minutes of the meeting of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 8th September 2011 were CONFIRMED and APPROVED as a true record and signed by the Cathaoirleach.

2.         Presentation by Chief Superintendent Aidan Reid on Casualty reduction Programme.

The Cathaoirleach, Cllr. T Ridge on her own behalf and on behalf of the Committee welcomed Chief Superintendent Aidan Reid, Sergeant Darren McCarthy and Garda Derek Cloughley to this meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee and invited them to make their presentation.

Chief Superintendent Reid made an interesting and thought provoking presentation on the results to date of the Casualty Reduction Programme. He indicated that the Dublin area was now the safest capital city from a road safety perspective of all the 27 EU capital cities and emphasized that this result was achieved through a very active partnership approach involving officials from all the agencies involved in the city including the local authorities. 

In the course of his presentation he highlighted the achievements in the administrative area of South Dublin County Council and asked the Members for their continued support and assistance in further improving the statistics for the County. Chief Superintendent Reid also highlighted forthcoming proposals which would be rolled out over the coming months.

Following contributions from Councillor T. Ridge, Mr. T. Newton, Councillor C. Brophy, Councillor P. Cosgrave and Councillor W. Lavelle, Chief Superintendent Reid and Garda Cloughley responded to the queries raised and the Presentation was NOTED.

The Cathaoirleach, Councillor T. Ridge thanked the Garda delegation for attending the meeting and for delivering such an interesting presentation.

3.          Revision to Warrants for Pedestrian Crossings

An extensive report on the system of warrants for pedestrian crossings and the options to be considered for changes to this system was presented to the Committee by Mr. J McLoughlin, Senior Engineer. 

An extensive discussion took place on the matter. The need for revisions to the current system was generally agreed but despite detailed discussions it was not possible to agree on a recommendation to be made to the next meeting of the County Council.

Following contributions from Councillors W. Lavelle, C. Brophy, P. Cosgrove, C. Jones and T. Ridge, Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer, and Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer, responded to the queries raised. The Reports were NOTED and it was AGREED that a further report with recommendations would be made to the next meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee.

It was also AGREED that having regard to the discussions that it would be useful to have a presentation on the forthcoming Streets Manual made to the Members at the next meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee.

 4.                  Report on the Control of Non Statutory Signage in the Public Domain 

 A further Report was presented by Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer, which updated the Members of the Committee on the progress made since the presentation made at the last meeting of the Committee.

The Report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a further report would be made to a future meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee.

 5.                  Motion: Councillor E. Higgins: Kishoge Train Station.

 It was proposed by Councillor E. Higgins, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:

“That the Manager provide a full report on Kishogue Train Station and advise as to when it can be opened."

The following Report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:

“The Council's Planning Department has reported that it is at present in consultation with Iarnrod Eireann on this matter and while no timeline has been agreed, it remains the objective of the Council to ensure the earliest possible opening of this station.”

 6.         A.O.B.

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

The meeting concluded at 7.00 p.m.

             _______________                              _______________

            Councillor T. Ridge                            Date

            Cathaoirleach”

The Report was NOTED.

(ii) Minutes of Meeting 8th September 2011: 

“Present:
 Elected Members:    
Councillor E. Coburn

Councillor P. Cosgrave

Councillor C. Jones

Councillor E. Tuffy 

Councillor T. Ridge

Council Officials: 
Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer

Apologies for inability to attend were received from Mr. Matt  Moran and Mr. Jim Walsh, Director.

 An Cathaoirleach, Councillor T. Ridge presided.

1.         Confirmation of Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr. T. Ridge, seconded by Cllr. E. Tuffy, the Minutes of the meeting of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 19th May 2011 were confirmed and approved as a true record and signed by the Cathaoirleach.

2.          Revision to Warrants for Pedestrian Crossings
An extensive report on the system of warrants for pedestrian crossings and the options to be considered for changes to this system was presented to the Committee by Mr. J McLoughlin, Senior Engineer. 

A discussion took place on the matter. The need for revisions to the current system was generally agreed but it was noted that the National Transport Authority through the work of a sub-committee were preparing proposals for a “streets manual” which may mean that mandatory regulations covering this area may be introduced. 

Following contributions from Councillors E. Tuffy, P. Cosgrove and T. Ridge, Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer, and Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer, responded to the queries raised. The Report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a further report would be made to the next meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee.

 3.                  Report on European Mobility Week 2011 
A Report was presented by Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer on the forthcoming arrangements for marking European Mobility Week 2011. It was noted that a range of events had been planned and that the main events of the week were planned for Car Free Day on Thursday 22nd September 2011.

 Following discussion the Committee NOTED the report.

 4.                  Report on the Control of Non Statutory Signage in the Public Domain 
A Report was presented by Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer, following which a detailed discussion took place on the report which was generally welcomed by the Committee.

Following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrove, E. Tuffy, E. Coburn and T. Ridge, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer, responded to the queries raised. The Report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a further report would be made to the next meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee.

5.                  A.O.B.

It was Noted there was no business under this heading.

The meeting concluded at 7.00 p.m.

_______________                              _______________

Councillor T. Ridge                               Date

Cathaoirleach”
The Minutes were NOTED.

H4f)/1211
ARTS, CULTURE, GAEILGE, EDUCATION & LIBRARIES SPC

(i)  Report of Meeting 28th November 2011:
“At the commencement of the meeting Chair Councillor Paddy Cosgrave welcomed new sectoral member Ms Dympna Quinn whose nomination by South Dublin Community Forum to replace Ms Meg Murphy was recently approved by Council,

Filling of SDACC Board vacancy for non-elected ACGE&L SPC member
There meeting noted that there are three appointees from the Arts, Culure, Gaeilge, Education and Libraries Strategic Policy Committee (SPC) to Rua Red: South Dublin Arts Centre Company as follows:

1. Chairperson of the SPC  - Cllr Paddy Cosgrave 

2. Elected member of the SPC - Cllr Mick Duff 

3. Non elected member of the SPC - VACANT since recent resignation of Ms         
Meg Murphy

The meeting approved the nomination of Ms Dympna Quinn as its non elected member as a replacement for Ms Murphy to the Rua Red: South Dublin Arts Centre Company 

South Dublin Arts Centre Programme 2012 
Chair Councillor Paddy Cosgrave welcomed Ms Carolyn Jones, Development Officer to the meeting.

Ms Jones gave a brief outline of the successes of 2011 with particular reference to 

·        Increased Footfall(+130%) on 2010

·        Website visitors (+35%) on 2010

·        Details on full time home tenants

·        Outline of routine activity – music, dance, drama and art

·        Outline of partnerships

·        Feedback of visitors

·        2012 Policy Developments and key milestones

Members congratulated the management and staff on the work to date and highlighted the benefit of the facility which was referred to as a state of the art centre for the county as a whole.  Reference was also made to the significance of the café in attracting footfall. 

The possibility of maximizing the use of available window space was also discussed. 

Christmas 2011 – Cultural Events 
Details of the Library Service programme were circulated and Ms Orla Scannell, Arts Officer outlined the background to the 2011 UNWRAPPED programme.    Ms Scannell referred to the creative partnership between South Dublin County Council Arts Office and Corporate Services Department; South Dublin Libraries; Tallaght Community Arts; Alternative Entertainment; Contact Studio; Civic Theatre, Tallaght; RUA RED, South Dublin Arts Centre and South Dublin Music Education Partnership in the delivery of the UNWRAPPED programme

The theme for 2011 is A short DVD of the 2010 programme was relayed which highlighted the diversity of the 2010 programme and it is anticipated that this will be replicated this year. Chair Councillor Paddy Cosgrave welcomed Ms Carolyn Jones, Development Officer to the meeting.

	Metamorphosis-
revelations


	Celebration Gathering


	Dark/light contrast


	Inside/
outside weather


	Fire, old traditions Local stories


	Lighting of Tree Festival of Lights 


	Changes/
Season Environment


	Unwrapped


Ms Scannell referred to the meaning of UNWRAPPED and ighlighted the 2011 Theme the legend of the battle between the Oak King and the Holly King. 

A discussion ensued in relation to the significance of the 2011 programme and whether the cumulative events reflected / omitted religious content. 

AOB
Marker Tree
Councillor O’Connell raised the issue of the recent publicity surrounding the expenditure of public funds on the “Marker Tree”, a piece of art which was formally secured under the 1% for Art Scheme.

Ms Scannell outlined details of the scheme – In context 111 and provided relevant data on the piece in question. 

Members present expressed appreciation for the communication received in this regard which enabled them to make informative decision and response to issues raised.

It was noted that the scheme will be officially launched on 8th December 2012.

SPC Meeting times
Ms Walsh referred to a suggestion which had been made at the OP&F meeting in relation to a possible swap / change of SPC meeting time with the Housing & Social Development SPC.    It was discussed and agreed to reschedule to 2nd Tuesday of each month, same week (day after) Council meeting in consultation with that SPC  

If there is agreement the meetings for 2012 will be as follows: 

	Feb  2012
	May 2012
	Sept 2012
	Dec  2012

	14th
	8th
	11th
	13th ”



The Report was NOTED.

(ii) Minutes of Meeting 26th September 2011:
Attendance:

Members:

Cllr P. Cosgrave – Chair


Cllr. M. Devine

Cllr M. Duff

Cllr. T. Delaney

Cllr AM Dermody

Cllr J Hannon


Cllr G O’Connell


Cllr E. Walsh
Sectoral:

John Conroy

Apologies:

Ann Fitzpatrick

Jim Fay

Cllr. M. Corr

H (1) Minutes

The Minutes of the Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education and Libraries Strategic Policy Committee meeting of 23rd May 2011 were proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.
H (2)
Report on the Creative Enterprise Strategy

undertaken and the timeframes associated with these.   She also made reference specific to the Year of Craft 2011 Actions.

Ms. Scannell responded to queries raised by Councillor Cosgrave in relation to the Library Square empty spaces / negotiations with Management Company (CBRE) , promotion of initiative and slow uptake

H (3)
Report on the Ballyroan Library Redevelopment 

County Librarian Georgina Byrne delivered a presentation on the Ballyroan Library Redevelopment with focus on

· Design
· Timelines
· Proposed facilities
· Interim service points
Ms Byrne responded to queries and very positive comments on design and service provision from Councillors Devine, Duff and Cosgrave

H (4)
Report on Draft Arts Strategy 2011-2015

Arts Officer Ms Orla Scannell outlined the main objectives of the draft Strategy including

· Reasoning behind the strategy

· Themes

· Sustainability

· Learning, engagement and participation

· Infrastructure and points of access

· Development of strategy

· Next steps

Ms. Scannell responded to queries and comments from Councillors Cosgrave and O’Connell.

H (5)AOB
Councillor Cosgrave advised of the notification of the recent notification of immediate resignation of Sectoral Member Ms Meg Murphy, and of the nomination by South Dublin Community Forum of Ms Dympna Quinn for the vacancy which will be considered by the OP&F Committee of the Council at its meeting on Thursday 22nd September 2011.

It was unanimously agreed to convey the best wishes of the SPC to Ms. Murphy.”
The Minutes were NOTED.

H5/1211
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE REPORT
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED: 
“The Joint Policing Committee met on December 2nd, 2011 in County Hall, Tallaght Dublin 24.   

The report of the meeting of September 16th, 2011 was adopted.

The following is a summary of the business of the JPC.

· Garda Reports presented by Chief Superintendent John Manley and Chief Superintendent Declan Coburn.

· A review of the local policing fora is underway and a report was presented which detailed progress todate.

· Report on Local Policing Fora:
Tallaght 

Clondalkin and

North Clondalkin

· Following a report by the Community Platform on their Community Safety Seminar, it was agreed to set up a working group to look at intimidation of families in the County.

· Report presented on Halloween
· Report presented detailing progress in implementation of the JPC Report:  Reclaiming our Parks.  

All documents are available on CMAS.

The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, 10 February 2012 and will take place in the Council Chamber, Tallaght.”
Councillor C. King commended the Committee for their interaction with the public during the recent meeting and highlighted very positive feelings within the community following the meeting.

The report was NOTED.

H6/1211
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.


QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor M. Duff   and RESOLVED:


“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 Questions numbered Q1 to Q26 be 
ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
Q1/1211
AKIDWA

QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine
To ask the Manager to invite AKIDWA, a group that supports immigrant African women in ireland, to make a presentation to this Council?

REPLY:
The Council is familiar with AKIDWA who are represented on the Civic Participation of Third Country Nationals through Local Authority Platforms (European Integration Funding).

It is not customary for the Council to receive presentations from various groups and a presentation from this group might be more appropriate to an SPC forum, either ACGE&L or Housing and Social Development. 

Q2/1211
RECYCLING

QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon

To ask the Manager to outline the regulations governing the recycling of used newspapers / magazines etc. and the obligations, if any, that are incumbent on all such publications to take responsibility for recycling their product?
REPLY:
There are no regulations in force under the Waste Management Act 1996, as amended, that oblige the producers of newspapers or magazines to recycle or take responsibility for the recycling of their product. In accordance with Article 39 of the Waste Management Act 1996, as amended, there is a requirement to hold a waste permit or licence to dispose of or undertake the recovery of waste at a waste facility. The Litter Pollution Act, 1997 as amended, provides for the fining of end users of newspapers and magazines should they be disposed of in an inappropriate manner. The Repak compliance scheme, formed due to the coming into force of the Waste Management (Packaging) Regulations 2007, as amended, provide revenue directly to the recycling of newspapers and magazines, predominantly when recycled in domestic green bins, although the producers of newspapers and magazines are not obliged under the Waste Management (Packaging) Regulations 2007, as amended, and are not members of Repak.

Q3/1211
SALE OF REFUSE COLLECTION

QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon

To ask the Manager to clarify the position in relation to the following:

1. Arising from the sale of the refuse collection service, has ownership of the black bins passed to Greyhound or does ownership reside with the individual customer, many of whom made a payment to South Dublin Co Council for their bin when the service was introduced replacing the bag system?

2. Is there a dispute ongoing over ownership of the black bins, and is the Council and/or Greyhound party to same?

3. Is he aware that the above issue is mitigating against competition in the market thus impacting adversely on the general public in South Dublin?

REPLY:
1. It is the Council’s position that at the time of the roll out of the black wheelie bins in the late 1990's, the charge of £30 (€38.09) was a one off payment towards the delivery of the bin.  The Green and Brown bins were delivered free of charge.   The Council retained ownership of all bins and when any customer transferred their service to another provided they requested the Council to come and collect its bins at no charge to the customer.  No new provider was allowed to use a Council bin (now a GRR bin) and had that new provider provides bins to its customers. 

2. Included in the sale of the refuse collection service on 1s April, 2011 were the black, brown and green bins.  There is no dispute over the ownership of the bins.  They  now belong to Greyhound Recycling and Recovery Ltd (GRR)   In the event of a customer wishing to leave the GRR service they contact a new provider and request that the old bins be removed by GRR in the same way as they did with the Council or indeed any other waste provider from which they wish to transfer 

3. The Council issued a joint letter with GRR to all customers setting out the position and customers are assured that they have exactly same the right to transfer as they did with the Council service.

 Q4/1211
OFF-ROAD VECHICLES 

QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon

To ask the Manager to report on progress re the implementation of Development Plan Policy SCR60 re the prohibition of Off-Road vehicles in public open spaces, parks, grass verges, and public amenity areas?
REPLY:
Policy SCR 69 states:

"It is the policy of the Council to prohibit the use of off-road motor vehicles in public
open spaces, parks, grass verges, and in all public amenity/recreational areas, and that bye-laws will be introduced to give effect to this policy. The Council,in conjunction with other stakeholders, will also seek to develop a properly regulated facility in the County or wider sub-region for this activity"
The Development Plan also notes that :

"It is an objective of the Dublin Mountain Partnership Strategic Plan to identify a suitable location for the displacement of off-road vehicle use from the main recreational parts of the upland areas, and to assist in the provision of an
appropriate facility"

In relation to the Council's Parks facilities, the Parks Bye Laws 2011 provide for the restriction of such off road/quad and other vehicles as follows -

Traffic:-
3.1       Save with the permission of the Council, no person shall bring into a Park any Mechanically Propelled Vehicle which includes for the avoidance of doubt motorcycles, motor-cross / quad bikes or other powered vehicles. Such vehicles may be removed from the park / open space by An Garda Siochana.

3.2       Where a Mechanically Propelled Vehicle is permitted access to a Park (e.g. Council fleet, commercial suppliers), the vehicle shall be driven carefully subject to a maximum speed limit of 20kph on the authorised routes within the Park, other than where expressly permitted by the Council. 

3.3       A Mechanically Propelled Vehicle shall be parked in car parks, where provided, or in such places as may be set aside from time to time as temporary parking places.

3.4       Car parks may only be used by users and patrons of a Park. No person shall carry out commercial activity or advertising in the car parks unless permitted by the Council.  Further, no person shall make use of car park for “park and ride” purposes.  

3.5       The use of bicycles, skateboards, in-line skates, roller-skates; non motorised scooters and similar vehicles are permitted subject to careful use and consideration for other Park users. A maximum speed limit of 20kph shall apply to all such vehicles with the exception of areas designated for cycle training and races by prior agreement with the Council.
 Q5/1211
LEAKS 


QUESTION: Councillor G. Kenny

To ask the Manager how many notifications have been issued by SDCC's Water Dept. regarding leaks to the house side water valve.  And how many have been issued to date?
REPLY: 
Nineteen (19 No.) Section 56(1) Notices under the Water Services Act 2007 have been issued to householders by SDCC's Water Services Department to date to repair leaking services within the boundary of the house. These notices are only issued after the householder has been informed of a leak on their premises and they have failed to repair said leak.  If householders fail to comply with the Section 56(1) notice they are then issued with a Section 56 (11)(a) notice notifying them that SDCC's Water Services Department will be restricting their supply.  Four (4 No.) of these notices have been issued to date this year. 

Q6/1211
REPOSSESSIONS 

QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart

To ask the Manager to enumerate the number of repossessions that have taken place in the county in 2009/2010 and to date this year?
REPLY:
To date this year four houses have been repossessed because of serious loan arrears which had accrued over very long periods of time and which the borrowers were incapable of paying.   There was one such repossession in 2010 and there were no repossessions’ in 2009. In each case the borrowers had moved away from the house and had consented to the repossession. 

The Council engaged with the borrowers to assist them but to no avail. 

These houses have now been incorporated into the council's social housing stock.

Twelve social homes have been repossessed in the same period because of significant differential rent arrears with five being repossessed in 2010 and three in 2009.  

Q7/1211
INTERNSHIPS/APPRENTICESHIPS

QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart

To ask the Manager to outline how many internships and / or apprenticeships have been organised by the Council in 2010?
REPLY:
The Council have actively participated in the FAS Work Placement Programme the FAS Redundant Apprentice Scheme and the National Internship Scheme [Jobbridge.ie].

Under the Work Placement Scheme, 9 placements were facilitated in the following work areas:- 

Green Energy Management

Local History Studies/ Digitisation of Heritage Material [4]

Archaeological Heritage/Conservation Research [2]

Local Sports Partnership Research 

CCTV Monitoring 

Both stage 5 and stage 7 apprentices were facilitated with placements which enabled those placed to complete their apprenticeships fully. In all 25 Apprentices were placed in the following trades:-

Carpentry and Joinery

Plumbing

Mechanics

Electrician

Bricklayer/ Stonemason

Plasterer

Since the introduction of Jobsbridge earlier this year, 6 Internships have been advertised and to date 2 have been placed.

Local Music Education Programme

Programme Development and Event Manager for Year of Craft/ Creative Village

Art Historian [Shortlisting underway]

Historian [Shortlisting underway]

Hydrogeologist Assistant [Shortlisting underway]

Freshwater Ecologist [Closing Dec 5th 2011]

Q8/1211
QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart

To ask the Manager how many persons between the age of 20-30 are unemployed within the county?
REPLY:

Data is presented on a regular basis to the County Development Board by the Department of Social Protection.  The exact details as outlined in the question are not readily available in this format.   Live register figures are presented in an under 25 and over 25 format.  The figures are prepared for Tallaght, Clondalkin and for those with addresses in South Dublin County but who present at the Dept of Social Protection offices in Nutgrove, which is outside this county boundary.

The following are details of the Jobseeker claimants in South Dublin County:                                    
	  Area
	  28 Jan 2011
	  28 October 2011
	  % Change

	  Tallaght 
	  10,786
	  11,539
	       + 7%  *

	  Clondalkin
	   7,270
	    6,399
	  -12%  *

	  Lucan
	   3,640
	    3,599
	  -  1%

	Rathfarnham/ Templeogue
	   2,430
	    2,501
	    + 3%

	  Palmerstown
	     712
	       725
	             + 2%

	  Total
	 24,838
	  24,763
	  + 0.3%


*With the opening of the LUAS extension to Saggart, 920 Jobseeker claims from the Rathcoole, Saggart and City West areas were transferred from Clondalkin office to Tallaght in July 2011.
 Claimants under 25 years                              
	  Area
	Total 28 October 2011
	Under 25s 28 October 2011
	U25s as % of Total

	  Tallaght
	  11,539
	  2,416
	  21%

	  Clondalkin
	    6,399
	  1,489
	  23%

	  Lucan
	    3,599
	     500
	  14%

	  Rathfarnham/  Templeogue
	    2,501
	     350
	  14%

	  Palmerstown
	       725
	     156
	  21%

	  Total
	  24,763
	              4,911
	  20%


These figures are produced for the CSO and this is the link to the end of November 2011 statistics.

http://www.cso.ie/en/media/csoie/releasespublications/documents/labourmarket/2011/lreg
  Q9/1211
NOISE MAPS 


QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager, further to my question at the October meeting, to provide a detailed list of the locations of noise maps which are in preparation, or to be prepared, by this council before the deadline of the 30th June 2012?
REPLY:
Review of Dublin Agglomeration Noise Maps (2007) under the Environmental Noise Regulations, S.I. No. 140 of 2006
Under the above regulations, the following are designated Noise Mapping Bodies (NMB) for the agglomeration of Dublin:

¨      4 Dublin Local authorities – South Dublin, Dublin City, Fingal and Dun     
Laoghaire/Rathdown

¨      National Roads Authority

¨      Irish Rail

¨      Railway Procurement Agency, and 

¨      Dublin Airport Authority.

The above NMBs between them cover all of the designated noise sources below. The relevant NMB who has particular responsibility is indicated after each one

· Roads

· National roads with more than 3 million vehicle movements per year –  NRA 

· Regional roads with over 3m/year – the relevant local authority 

· All other roads which may produce an exposure above the reporting thresholds in the END directive, 55dB Lden, and 50Db Lnight – the relevant local authority.

· Railways 

· Rail lines with more than 30,000 train passages/year – Iarnrod Eireann/RPA 

· Rail lines with less than  30,000/year – relevant local authority

· Aircraft 

· Airports with more than 50,000 movements per year – Dublin Airport Authority 

· Airports with less than 50,000/year – relevant local authority

· Industry 

· IPPC licensed sites – relevant local authority.

For each of the above assessments the following details must be provided to the EPA In the current round of the noise mapping before 30TH June 2012.  

1                    the strategic noise maps

2                    The area exposure assessment

3                    Dwelling exposure assessment

4                    Population exposure assessment, and 

5                    Submission of reports and results to EPA. 

South Dublin Council’s primary involvement and function is in the roads network. The Council is expanding it’s noise network in line with the END directive. Five sites have been selected and 24 hour noise monitoring is either on-going or will commence in the next two weeks in the following places 

1                    SDCC Headquarters, Tallaght 

2                    West Tallaght Leisure Centre, Cheeverstown Road

3                    St. Columcilles Secondary School, Knocklyon.

4                    SDCC Parks Dept, Esker Park, Lucan

5                    SDCC Drainage Department, Deansrath, Clondalkin  

It is important to note that the noise maps are computer generated models after inputs primarily from traffic data in this county. The noise monitors above are the support and validation process that the modelling of the maps is accurate.

Q10/1211
PUBLIC LIGHTING


QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager, further to my question at the October meeting, to provide details of the manufacturers and suppliers of the dimming technology used by the Public Lighting Section and to further advise on the locations of the dimmer technology currently in use?
REPLY:
Public Lighting section are using telemonitoring and variable lighting control (active dimming) in a number of pilot locations  across the County such as the Griffeen Avenue and Hayden’s Lane areas of Lucan.  The Council specification is being finalised in this field at present and it would be inappropriate to identify likely suppliers of the necessary equipment at this time.

It is intended to expand the selected technology and equipment throughout the County as resources permit.

 Q11/1211 
REGISTER OF DERELICT SITES
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to detail all sites currently on the Register of Derelict Sites?
REPLY:
The following are a list of derelict sites on the Council's Derelict Sites Register:

	Address of derelict site
	Owner
	Date entered on register

	1. Former Shopping Arcade, St James Road, Walkinstown, Dublin 12
	McHugh Management Company
	19/12/2008

	2. Site to the rear of 10 College Drive, Manor Avenue, Terenure, Dublin 6
	William JP Egan
	31/05/2010


Both cases are currently with the Council’s Law Department.

There are currently 21 sites in the administrative area of South Dublin County Council which are being investigated under the Derelict Sites Act, 1990.  These sites are regularly monitored and inspected by the Councils Area Engineer. 

To date this year there have been over 60 inspections/re-inspections of sites carried out and 16 Section 11 Notices have been served.

Q12/1211
ENFORCEMENT NOTICES 

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to provide a detailed report on how section 35 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 is applied by this planning authority with respect to applications by applicants who have previously failed to comply with the conditions of other planning permissions or enforcement notices?
REPLY:
Section 35 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), provides (inter alia) that :

	the planning authority is satisfied that a person or company to whom this section applies is not in compliance with the previous permission, or with a condition to which the previous permission is subject, the authority may form the opinion—

	
	(i) that there is a real and substantial risk that the development in respect of which permission is sought would not be completed in accordance with such permission if granted or with a condition to which such permission if granted would be subject, and

	
	(ii) that planning permission should not be granted to the applicant concerned in respect of that development


In the application of the Section a number of points need to be considered;

1. All planning applications must be assessed on the basis of the proper planning and sustainable development of an area.

2. Every applicant is legally entitled to a full adjudication and consideration of his / her valid planning application.

3. In order for a Planning Authority to justify utilising this Section and applying to the High Court for an authorisation to refuse permission under Section 35 it would appear that a clear history of planning enforcement convictions would be required prior to invoking the Section.

To date no cases under Section 35 have been taken by this Planning Authority.
Q13/1211
PROCUREMENT

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to report on this council’s procurement policy as it applies to purchases and contracts for less than €25,000 and ensuring that SME’s based in South Dublin County are invited to submit quotations?
REPLY:
Quotations for purchases below National Tender thresholds are dealt with in accordance with the following in-house rules. (All amounts are exclusive of VAT).

The thresholds as set out hereunder were recently revised through considerable consultation with user departments and the Council is confident that these limits reflect user needs, good practice and provides fair opportunities for businesses to engage with South Dublin. 

· Goods & Services
· Up to €4,999 – exclusive of VAT – at least one verbal quotation to be obtained and recorded on the prescribed quotation form. 

· €5,000 to €9,999 – exclusive of VAT - three verbal quotations to be sought and recorded on the prescribed quotation form.  

·  €10,000 to €24,999 – exclusive of VAT - three written quotations to be sought and recorded on the prescribed quotation form. 

·  €25,000 and over – Tenders to be invited by public advertisement subject to the requirements of Council's Procurement  Procedure Manual, EU Directives and National Regulations/Guidelines in respect of Supplies and Services

Works
Quotations for purchases below National Tender thresholds (€50,000)are dealt with in accordance with the following rules. (All amounts are exclusive of VAT)

· Up to €4,999 – exclusive of VAT – at least one verbal quotation to be obtained and recorded on the prescribed quotation form. 

· €5,000 to €9,999 – exclusive of VAT - three verbal quotations to be sought and recorded on the prescribed quotation form.  

·  €10,000 to €24,999 – exclusive of VAT - three written quotations to be sought and recorded on the prescribed quotation form. 

· €25,000 to €49,999 – exclusive of VAT – Five written quotations subject to a closing date to be sought and recorded on the prescribed quotation form. Acceptance to be approved by Manager’s Order signed by the relevant Officer with the appropriate delegated function. 

€50,000 and over – Tenders to be invited by public advertisement subject to the requirements of Council's procurement Procedure Manual, EU Directives and National Regulations/Guidelines in respect of Works

Q14/1211
SME’s

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager if this council maintains a register of local SME’s for the purpose of inviting quotations for procurement and if so if the council will share such register with other public bodies based in the county?

REPLY:
The Council does not maintain a procurement register of local SME's. 

South Dublin County Council is conscious that SMEs are very important to the economy and that public procurement can be an important source of business for them.  The Council is particularly conscious of the importance and potential which exists for below- tender threshold selling opportunities for SMEs and Small Firms.  

As a starting point extensive engagement with the South Dublin Chamber of Commerce in relation to these opportunities is taking place and the Council recently participated in the first ever South Dublin Chamber Public Procurement Seminar at which there was open, honest and stimulating debate in relation to purchasing opportunities.  It was agreed at that seminar that the SD Chamber would provide details of its database to South Dublin County Council who will in turn make this available on its central in-house procurement homepage .

The Council is pleased to report that it recently rolled out its in-house procurement reform and awareness programme during which particular focus was placed on the need to advance the principles of Circular Letter 10/10 Facilitating SME Participation in Public Procurement and being mindful that not all SMEs are part of the SD Chamber a number of links have also been provided on the internal procurement homepage to local / Dublin directories.

Q15/1211
BICYCLE PARKING

QUESTION: Councillor B. Lawlor

To ask the Manager, if this council has considered opening bike parking locations throughout SDCC to provide commuters with a safe place to leave their bikes, thus encouraging more persons to cycle to work?
REPLY:
Funding has been, and is being sought by SDCC for a range of ‘smarter travel’ initiatives from the NTA by both the Planning and Roads Departments primarily for measures intended to benefit pedestrians and cyclists and encourage greater use of public transport

It was agreed that SDCC would be funded to prepare a coherent cycle plan for the area.  The cycle network study is currently underway within the Planning Department. The physical infrastructure required to support and encourage use of a network of this type will include secure bicycle parking.

 Q16/1211
FIRE SERVICE
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager to confirm the changes regarding the provision of the fire service in the South Dublin County area as a result of decisions made by Dublin City Council around charges for call-outs, and to make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
The Fire Service is run for the four Dublin Authorities by Dublin City Council as a shared service.  In 2011 this service will cost South Dublin County Council €17,515,300.  In most other counties there are charges for the use of the fire service and it should be noted that in house insurance there is a specific levy for fire service call-out even though this charge did not exist in the Dublin area.  This income will  not be received by South Dublin County Council but will be used to reduce the costs of the fire service to us which is projected to be €17,472,700.

There are four key principles which underpin the introduction of the charge:- 

· The majority of insurance policies cover the fire call-out charges and, in such cases, the householder can recoup the charge under their policies 

· Where no insurance cover is in place these cases will be dealt with on a case by case basis by the lead (and billing) authority – Dublin City Council 

· Where the local authority self insures i.e. social housing – the Council as the insurer will bear the cost 

· There will be an advertising campaign running alongside the introduction of the charge to ensure that householders do not take risks and call as early as possible in the event of fire.

 
The charges are set out below:-
 

	Service
	First Hour Rate
	Additional Hours (or part thereof per Tender)

	Fires in premises  (Non Domestic)                                  
	610
	485 

	Fires in premises (Domestic)
	500
	450

	Vehicle Fires 
	610                  
	485 

	Fire Alarm Call outs (Non Domestic)                              
	610
	485

	Fire Alarm Call outs (Domestic)                            
	500
	450

	Chimney Fires                                 
	500 
	450 

	Road Traffic accidents                 
	610
	485 

	Special Fire Services                 
	915  
	485

	Hospital /DAA call outs              
	610
	485


Seveso Site Charges                

 Full cost recovery cost to DFB for 

*initial applications for licence

*renewal of licences

*table top exercises

*full exercises
Q17/1211
OLYMPIC TORCH
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager, in view of positive reports regarding its arrival in Dublin, to liaise with Dublin City Council and other involved bodies with a view to bringing the Olympic torch to South Dublin, in particular given that our 1992 Olympic champion Michael Carruth is from the Greenhills area?
REPLY:

Dublin has not been announced as one of the destinations for the Olympic Torch 2012.  Advanced conversations have taken place between the Olympic Council of Ireland and the London 2012 organisers in this regard.

The Olympic Torch is due to visit Belfast, Derry, Colerain and Newry in Northern Ireland in June 2012.

South Dublin County Council awaits the outcome of the discussions and should the Olympic Torch be brought to Dublin the Council will liaise with the relevant bodies. 

Q18/1211
HIGHER EDUCATION GRANTS 

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager to report on the numbers of student maintenance grants applied for up until the November 30th deadline; to provide details on the numbers of grant applications received and processed and the types of grants approved; to provide comparative data with previous years in the County; to outline the changes made for this academic year; and to provide an update to my question in June of this year to the planned changes for 2012-2013 and beyond in terms of redeployment of staff and resources?
REPLY:
South Dublin County Council received a total of 1823 applications for Higher Education Grants in the 2010/2011 academic year.  To date (w/e 2nd December 2011) 2149 applications have been received for the 2011/2012 academic year. Breakdown is as follows:

Application Statistics
Full year 2010/2011  
	New
	Renewals
	Forwarded to other LA
	Ineligible

	884
	939
	147
	398


·        A total of 1267 students were awarded a Grant
 2011/2012 (to 2/12/2011)
	New
	Renewals
	Forwarded to other LA
	Ineligible

	1268
	881
	585
	117


·        A total of 818  students were awarded a Grant
Financial Position
Sept 2010 – 2nd December 2010
	1st Main
	3rd d Main
	Special Main
	Fees
	Total

	406,477  
	11,459  
	131,150  
	450,481  
	999,567  


 Sep 2011 – 2nd December 2011
	1st Main
	3rd d Main
	Special Main
	Fees
	Total

	260,117  
	1,267  
	84,344  
	720,588  
	1,066,316  


The reduction in the value of maintenance awards is reflective of the changes for eligibility for the non – adjacent rate. 

Student Support Act / Scheme 2011
Student Support Act 2011 was signed into law on 2nd February 2011.    Under its terms, four types of student grant were replaced by one.  A detailed report on the new Scheme / Act was provided to the July 2011 Council meeting but the primary changes applicable from September 2011 included:

Period of eligibility and progression 

Undergraduate: Limits on the number of years for which undergraduate courses may be funded was introduced and are outlined in paragraph 14(10)(b) of the Scheme .  Grant aid is limited to a maximum of four years in total for a course at Level 8 of the framework of qualifications, except for courses where the normal duration is more than four years

Grant aid for postgraduate study limited to a maximum of four years in total.  Account is taken of all previous attendance and attainment at postgraduate level when considering grant aid entitlement for postgraduate study, regardless of whether a person previously received a grant or not.

Qualifying distance criterion for non-adjacent rate of grant   A change in the qualifying distance criterion for entitlement to the higher non-adjacent rate of grant (distance from home to the higher education institution) from 15 miles (24 kilometres) to 45 kilometres announced in Budget 2011 came into effect for all students from the start of the 2011/2012 academic year.    As a result some continuing students were re-assessed on this basis.

Removal of automatic entitlement of mature students to the higher non-adjacent rate  The automatic eligibility of mature students to the higher non-adjacent rate of grant was  withdrawn for all students from the start of the 2011/2012 academic year, bringing the arrangements for mature students into line with all other students.  Again, re-assessment of some continuing students was necessary.

Student contribution References in the schemes to the student services charge was replaced with the student contribution (€2,000). 

Reckonable Income:  An additional level of reckonable income limit was  introduced from September 2011 to cover the cost of 50% of the new student contribution charge for qualifying students. 

Single Agency System
The Minister for Education announced in April 2011 that the CDVEC has been chosen as the single awarding authority for student grants.

At that time it was considered that the unit would be fully operational as a single system for the 2012 Academic Year.  However South Dublin County Council has learned through the Public Service Reform report published on 17th November 2011 that this will not now be operational until the 2013 Academic year. Therefore be no in-house changes are anticipated in terms of redeployment of staff and resources until at least 2013 

Q19/1211
OPEN SOURCE SOFTWARE
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
To ask the Manager to outline the Council's utilisation of open source software at present; the planned roll-out of open source in the future; and the projected savings to this Council from current and future use of non-proprietary software options?
REPLY:
Outline the Council's utilisation of open source software at present:

South Dublin County Council uses a number of Open Source technologies and continues to research the further implementation of FOSS (Free Open Source Software). The Council’s commitment to the use of Open Source Software stems from it’s commitment to open standards and open data as well as taking cost into consideration.
While Open Source Software is free to download and use, the TCO (Total Cost of Ownership) can be effected according to the level of expertise required to set up and maintain systems. For this reason very careful consideration is given to any open source roll-out prior to implementation.
Below are a number of examples of FOSS used within the organisation and a brief explanation of each.

fixyourstreet.ie - http://www.ushahidi.com/
The technology underpinning South Dublin County Council’s FixYourStreet project is an open source GIS (Geographical Information System) called ushahidi.

Drupal - Library Website - http://drupal.org/
Many of the Councils websites including County Library’s Website are hosted on the open source CMS (Content Managment System) Drupal.

Mambo - Internal Intranet - http://mambo-foundation.org/
This is another open source CMS and is used to host the Council’s internal Intranet.

Joomla - http://www.joomla.org/
Joomla is considered by many to be a superior open source CMS to Mambo and the Council are actively researching the move across from Mambo to Joomla.

Postgres - http://www.postgresql.org/
Postgres is a FOSS alternative to SQL Database. It has spatial functionality present in a very few proprietary alternatives. Postgres handles the FixYourStreet backend.

Android phones, OSS Operating System - http://www.android.com/
Mobile access to data is a must for Senior Managment within the organisation. The Smartphones provided to senior personnel within the organisation run on the Open Source Phone Operating System Android - this achieves significant cost savings compared to similar proprietary offerings - the Android handset comes at approximately 50% of the price of an equivalent iphone.

Ubuntu Linux - http://www.ubuntu.com/
Ubuntu Linux has been the default operating system in South Dublin County Council’s Connect School Project in St Aidan’s Community School, Brookfield, Tallaght. In addition to Ubuntu Linux the entire software suite used in St Aidan’s is FOSS based, including the laptop repair and managment utility  - Clonezilla.
Many of the lessons learned through the Connect School Project have helped inform the Council’s Open Source Strategy.

Outline the planned roll-out of open source in the future.
The Council’s ‘Information Services Research and Development Officer’ is tasked with researching and making recommendations on the use of FOSS (Free Open Source Software) within South Dublin County Council.
To this end the Information System R&D Officer is developing an “Operating System + Software Stack” open source alternative for recommendation to management for limited testing at clerical level within the organisation.
The IS R&D Officer has attended the LGCSB’s (Local Government Computer Services Board) Open Source Workshop in Limerick City Council to better understand how this might be achieved. Limerick City Council has already rolled out a ubuntu linux based desktop open source alternative. SDCC envisages working closely with the LGCSB and Limerick City Council in preparing for and rolling out FOSS within the organisation.

Outline the projected savings to this Council from current and future use of non-proprietary software options.
Current cost savings to the Council are achieved through the use of free licences and open source alternatives. While these costs are difficult to quantify, the savings achieved through the use of the above-listed software runs into the tens of thousands.
Proprietary software systems are typically paid for on a per seat, pre server basis. Many of our CMS Systems, for example, have now been running for in excess of 5 yrs without any of these associated costs. 

Q20/1211
BICYCLE RACKS
QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell

To ask the Manager if any bicycle racks are provided at the entrances to our public parks and at what locations, and how many litter bins are provided at suitable locations at the entrance to our parks, and what locations and if there are any specially dedicated bins for dog poo?


REPLY:
Bicycle racks have been provided at eight locations in parks around the county.  Two have been provided at Corkagh Park, four in Griffeen Valley Park, and two in Tymon Park. The racks are provided in the main car parks and also adjacent to playgrounds.

Approximately sixty litter bins are provided and maintained in parks around the county. The bulk of the litter bins are provided in the Regional Parks – Corkagh, Griffeen Valley and Tymon Parks, Liffey and Dodder Valley Parks and Sean Walsh Park in Tallaght. In addition, litter bins have also been provided in a number of other parks such as Rathfarnham Castle Park, Glenaulin Park, Clondalkin Park and Lucan Village Park in response to significant local demand. Where litter bins have been provided, they have been located at key locations in the relevant parks, for example, in the vicinity of park entrances and playgrounds. 

It is the Council’s experience that where litter bins are provided, they must be serviced on a regular basis. On this basis, the provision of litter bins in parks has generally been confined to those parks where there is a regular staff presence available to service the bins. The matter of providing and placing of litter bins in public parks is kept under review, having regard to the resources available to manage them. It is a cause for concern that in some parks where litter bins have been provided, they are increasingly being abused by members of the public who are using them to dispose of domestic waste.  Parks users are encouraged to bring the waste they generate home with them and in many instances the provision of bins leads to more fly-away litter being generated around them.

There are no bins provided specifically for the disposal of dog waste. Dog waste can be disposed of in any of the litter bins provided for general waste as this is a more economical and environmental solution

  Q21/1211
HOMELESSNESS
QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell

To ask the Manager for an up-to-date report on the implementation of the policy on homelessness in this County, to include the number of people accommodated over the past three months, to include trends in recent and current demand, the ability of this Council to respond, plans for future development of the service and to highlight any issues that may have arisen since the new National Policy on the Provision of services for Homeless People was implemented?
REPLY:
The vision contained in the Dublin Homeless Executive Action Plan 2007-2010 is the ending of long term homelessness and the need to sleep rough in Dublin by the end of 2010. This vision is underpinned by three strategic aims:

-The prevention of homelessness.

-The provision of effective services in each of the four Dublin local authority areas.

-The provision of sufficient long term housing with appropriate supports as required.

In conjunction with the implementation of the Homeless Strategy,  "Pathway to Home", from the 17th January 2011 the Homeless Persons Unit which was located in the City Centre and provided an assessment and placement service for the four Dublin Local Authorities on an agency basis was disbanded.  From that date on, all who are presenting as homeless call to the relevant local authority for assessment and are placed in emergency accommodation, where appropriate, by that Council.  South Dublin County Council has established a Homeless Services Unit to specifically address the needs of persons presenting as homeless from that date.

South Dublin County Council’s Homeless Assessment and Emergency Bed Placement Service provided emergency accommodation to 252 individuals / households during the period August 2011 to October 2011.  A centralised bed placement system (PASS) is utilised by the four Dublin Authorities to allocate an emergency bed placement.  The Homeless Services Unit also provides for an information; advise and advocacy service for persons presenting as homeless.  During the period August 2011 to October 2011 approximately 730 individuals / households availed of this service. 

The majority of emergency accommodation available to South Dublin County Council’s homeless service users is located in the City Centre.  The Pathway to Home model provides for the establishment of localised Supported Temporary Accommodation (STA).  To this end, South Dublin County Council is at an advanced stage of providing such accommodation in partnership with a well established homeless voluntary body. 

‘Pathway to Home’ also aims to ensure that emergency accommodation is returned to its original intended use of being a short term support for homeless persons and to this end  to move all persons residing in such accommodation into mainstream housing within 6 months.  To enable this, South Dublin County Council provides for an emergency bed placement support service (key-working) to assist and advise service users of all move-on options available.  This service is carried out in line with the Pathway to Home model of care and case management.  

The Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government (DOECLG) has also provided 2 targeted schemes to address the long term housing needs of people progressing from emergency accommodation to independent living.  These schemes are known as Support to Live Independently (SLI) and Homeless Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) initiative.  Both of these schemes envisage the procurement of accommodation largely in the private sector on a long term basis.  In the case of SLI accommodation, low to medium support is provided on a reducing basis for a period through a general support service which is provided in partnership with Dublin Simon and Focus Ireland.  The RAS option will accommodate those who have little or no support requirements.   Tenants allocated housing under the schemes are required to pay a rent based on the Council’s Differential Rent Scheme. The DOECLG has indicated that the funding of the strategy will come from the proceeds of savings on emergency accommodation.  

The Council's Scheme of Letting Priorities sets out the criteria for eligibility for housing based on homeless priority. It is not envisaged that these criteria will need to be amended at this time.  The receipt of applications for housing accommodation significantly increased in 2011 and in line with current practice those applying for housing on the grounds of homelessness are placed on the Homeless Register for priority housing.  As at 30th November 2011, 112 individuals / households were on the Homeless Register.

As well as the response to actual homelessness the Council is in the process of implementing a Homeless Prevention Service in partnership with Focus Ireland / Peter McVerry Trust for persons / households who are currently social housing tenants and who are at risk of losing their tenancies.

Since 1st January 2011, South Dublin County Council has housed 43 homeless applicants (39 in Council Social Housing and 4 with Voluntary Housing Bodies).  A further 12 allocations are pending.  During this period  62 individuals / households have also been moved from emergency accommodation to private rented accommodation.

Q22/1211
LOCAL AREA PLANS 


QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he will make a report on those Local Area Plans in different parts of the County are due for review, and if he will include in his report information on the time frame for the review of each Local Area Plan concerned?  
REPLY:
The following table shows the existing Plans within South Dublin County Council (Local Area Plans, Action Area Plans, Area Plans and Strategic Development Zones).  

· Fortunestown Local Area Plan -  is in Draft form and is to be considered at today’s County Council meeting on 12th December 2011 with adoption no later than summer 2012. 

· Newcastle Local Area Plan – preparation of a new Plan is underway and pre-draft consultation will commence over the winter.

Regarding proposed new Local Area Plans referred to in the County Development Plan, the Plan does not specify a list of Plans to be prepared. However, paragraph 0.3.20 states:

‘It is the intention of the Council to continue its programme of preparing Local Area Plans and other plans and studies as appropriate.’
The 2010 Planning Act enables planning authorities to extend the life of a Local Area Plan where the objectives of that Plan have not been met, for a period of up to five years from the fifth year of the Plan.  As a Local Area Plan normally has a six year lifespan, this in effect extends the life of a Plan from six to ten years.  This has been done in the case of the Tallaght Town Centre Local Area Plan. An SDZ Planning Scheme isn't subject to the same lifespan and remains in force until amended or revoked. 

	Plan
	Year adopted

	Fortunestown Local Area Plan (due for adoption summer 2011) 
	Not yet

	Ballycullen-Oldcourt Action Area Plan
	2000

	Killinarden-Kiltipper Action Area Plan
	2000

	Saggart Action Area Plan
	2000

	Killinarden – Kiltipper Action Area Plan 
	2000

	Rathcoole Local Area Plan
	2002

	Newcastle Local Area Plan
	2003

	Adamstown Strategic Development Zone Planning Scheme
	2003

	Cooldown Commons Area Plan
	2006

	Tallaght Town Centre Local Area Plan (now expires 2016)  
	2006

	Mill Road, Saggart – Area Plan
	2008

	Liffey Valley Town Centre Local Area Plan
	2008

	Clonburris Local Area Plan and Strategic Development Zone Planning Scheme
	2008

	Fortunestown/Garter Lane Local Area Plan 
	2009

	N7 Naas Road Development Framework
	2010

	Clondalkin Town Centre Framework Plan
	2011


	Plan
	Year adopted

	Fortunestown Local Area Plan (due for adoption summer 2011) 
	Not yet

	Ballycullen-Oldcourt Action Area Plan
	2000

	Killinarden-Kiltipper Action Area Plan
	2000

	Saggart Action Area Plan
	2000

	Killinarden – Kiltipper Action Area Plan 
	2000

	Rathcoole Local Area Plan
	2002

	Newcastle Local Area Plan
	2003

	Adamstown Strategic Development Zone Planning Scheme
	2003

	Cooldown Commons Area Plan
	2006

	Tallaght Town Centre Local Area Plan (now expires 2016)  
	2006

	Mill Road, Saggart – Area Plan
	2008

	Liffey Valley Town Centre Local Area Plan
	2008

	Clonburris Local Area Plan and Strategic Development Zone Planning Scheme
	2008

	Fortunestown/Garter Lane Local Area Plan 
	2009

	N7 Naas Road Development Framework
	2010

	Clondalkin Town Centre Framework Plan
	2011


Q23/1211
WINDOW REPLACEMENT

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he will make a report, on an LEA basis, of the implementation in 2011 of the window replacement programme.
REPLY:
The Council provided €1 million in the 2010 budget and a further €1 million in the 2011 budget for the replacement of windows and doors in Council housing stock countywide. Windows and doors were replaced in 203 houses out of the 2010 funds and 193 will be completed by end of year out of the 2011 budget. Listed below is breakdown by year and areas

Window Programme 2011
	Tallaght
	Clondalkin/Lucan
	Rathfarnham
	Total
	Current Status of Work

	93
	74
	6
	173
	Completed

	17
	2
	1
	20
	In progress

	110
	76
	7
	193
	Total

	57%
	39%
	4%
	100%
	 


Window Programme 2010
	Tallaght
	Clondalkin/Lucan
	Rathfarnham
	Total

	93
	91
	19
	203

	46%
	45%
	9%
	100%


Q24/1211
HOUSING STOCK


QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he will make a report on an LEA basis of works carried out on maintenance and repairs of Council housing stock in 2011?
REPLY:
Up to end of November the Council spend €6.7M on response maintenance.  We responded to approximately 20,000 requests for maintenance which ranged from routine lock repair to emergency electrical repairs.  The window replacement programme which will complete 193 units at a cost of €1.0M is included as is the Boiler maintenance and servicing programme which costs €1.1M on a 18 month cyclical basis.  

During this period the Council carried out relet repairs on 250 units at a cost of €3.8M.  This sum included full energy upgrade on 39 houses.  It also includes the full cost of security on the vacant housing units

Work is needed to compile these results on an LEA basis is being undertaken and the results will be forwarded to the Councillor on completion.    

Q25/1211
BIN WAVERS

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he will advise on the number of households in the County, by LEA, currently in receipt of household bin waivers, and if he will provide information on the cost to the Council of providing waivers in 2011, 2010 and 2009?
REPLY:
As part of the sale of the bin service to Greyhound Recycling & Recovery, the Council received a guarantee that customers in receipt of a Wavier from the Council at the transfer date would continue to receive a waived service for a 12 month period. At the time of the transfer, 18,800 customer were in receipt of the waiver from the Council.

The cost associated with the provision of service to any customer did not differ whether Customers were a paying or a non paying customer. The difference arose in the income foregone from Waiver/non-paying customers. In the years in question the income foregone arising from the provision of waivers was as follows -

2009 - €3.1m

2010 - €2.9m

2011 - €2.7m (estimated for full year service)

Below is a list of the number of Customers in receipt of a Wavier at the time of the transfer of the service. The Council is not in a position to confirm whether these Customers remain Customers of Greyhound.

	Electoral Division
	Waivers

	BALLINASCORNEY
	          41 

	BALLYBODEN
	        132 

	BOHERNABREENA
	        229 

	CLONDALKIN VILLAGE
	        642 

	CLONDALKIN-BALLYMOUNT
	          95 

	CLONDALKIN-CAPPAGHMORE
	        393 

	CLONDALKIN-DUNAWLEY
	      1,265 

	CLONDALKIN-MONASTERY
	        620 

	CLONDALKIN-MOORFIELD
	        657 

	CLONDALKIN-ROWLAGH
	        551 

	EDMONDSTOWN
	        381 

	FIRHOUSE VILLAGE
	        475 

	FIRHOUSE-BALLYCULLEN
	        124 

	FIRHOUSE-KNOCKLYON
	        117 

	LUCAN HEIGHTS
	        387 

	LUCAN-ESKER
	      1,216 

	LUCAN-ST. HELENS
	        323 

	NEWCASTLE
	          93 

	PALMERSTON VILLAGE
	        453 

	PALMERSTON WEST
	        537 

	RATHCOOLE
	        187 

	RATHFARNHAM VILLAGE
	          93 

	RATHFARNHAM-BALLYROAN
	        167 

	RATHFARNHAM-BUTTERFIELD
	        149 

	RATHFARNHAM-HERMITAGE
	        111 

	RATHFARNHAM-ST. ENDA'S
	        204 

	SAGGART
	          62 

	TALLAGHT-AVONBEG
	        335 

	TALLAGHT-BELGARD
	        120 

	TALLAGHT-FETTERCAIRN
	        866 

	TALLAGHT-GLENVIEW
	        123 

	TALLAGHT-JOBSTOWN
	      1,680 

	TALLAGHT-KILLINARDAN
	        542 

	TALLAGHT-KILNAMANAGH
	        256 

	TALLAGHT-KILTIPPER
	        746 

	TALLAGHT-KINGSWOOD
	        241 

	TALLAGHT-MILLBROOK
	        440 

	TALLAGHT-OLDBAWN
	        336 

	TALLAGHT-SPRINGFIELD
	        546 

	TALLAGHT-TYMON
	        656 

	TEMPLEOGUE VILLAGE
	          86 

	TEMPLEOGUE-CYPRESS
	          91 

	TEMPLEOGUE-KIMMAGE MANOR
	        166 

	TEMPLEOGUE-LIMEKILN
	        389 

	TEMPLEOGUE-ORWELL
	          76 

	TEMPLEOGUE-OSPREY
	        115 

	TERENURE-CHERRYFIELD
	        309 

	TERENURE-GREENTREES
	        406 

	TERENURE-ST. JAMES
	        502 

	
	     18730


Q26/1211
CHINESE NEW YEAR

QUESTION: Councillor E. Walsh

An bhféadfadh leis an gComhairle ceiliúradh a dhéanamh ar Athbhliain Shíneach a tharlóidh ar 23 Eanair 2012?

Would the Council be able to organise a celebration of the Chinese New Year on the 23rd January 2012?    
REPLY:
2012 – Bliain na Síneach don Dragan
Ní dhearna Comhairle Contae Átha Cliath Theas Bliain Nua Na Síneach a mharcáil go dtí mic léinn ó Ollscoil Naching, sa tSín, atá ag staidéar faoi láthair san Institiúid.  

seo. Ach le gairid, tháinig ionadaí chugainn ó Institiúid Teicneolaíochta Thamhlachta, ar son na Tá meitheal idir-rannach curtha le cheile chun fiosrú a dhéanamh ar na féidearthachtaí le clár imeachtaí a chur le chéile chun ceiliúradh a dhéanamh ar Bhliain Nua na Síneach agus beidh siad i dteagmháil leis na mic léinn agus an pobal Síneach i gcoitinne anseo i gContae Átha Cliath Theas maidir le clár ceiliúrtha a fhorbairt.  

 2012 is the Chinese Year of the Dragon.
South Dublin County Council has not historically marked the Chinese New Year but the Council has recently been approached by a representative from the IT Tallaght on behalf of students from the University of Nanching , in China  who are currently studying in the Institute.    

An inter-departmental working group has been established to explore a possible programme of events to celebrate the 2012 Chinese New Year and will be liaising with the students and the wider Chinese Irish community here in South Dublin County around the development of a celebratory programme. 

H7/1211 
DECLARATION  OF  ROADS  TO  BE  PUBLIC  ROADS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H8/1211
PROPOSED  DISPOSAL  OF  PROPERTIES / SITES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H9/1211
REPORT ON PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCEDURES UNDER PART 8 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 - CHERRYFIELD TRAVELLER SPECIFIC ACCOMMODATION

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by the Manager and was CONSIDERED: 
“An Advertisement was published in the National & Local newspapers on the 29th September 2010 that the Council intend to construct under Part 8 of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Regulations 2001-2007  an extension to Day-house at 6 Cherryfield Way,  Firhouse Road, Dublin 16 to provide living and sleeping accommodation for the residents currently residing there. Closing date for receipt of submissions was 11th November, 2010.

The works to include; Construction of a 2 storey and small single storey extension to the existing day-house, and all necessary associated ancillary works on the site. 

The proposed additional accommodation includes; 5no bedrooms, bathroom and additional living space – total additional floor area 150sq.m. 

The  family had applied to South Dublin County Council for a specially adapted mobile home to accommodate their family on medical grounds and were granted medical priority  by the Dublin Medical Officer. An application was made to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government this regard and was granted. However, it was not possible to source a mobile home/chalet large enough that could be accommodated within the existing bay safely. 

As there was no suitable accommodation within the Council’s housing stock, (a five bedroom house is required),  a feasibility study was carried out in respect of extending the existing day house to accommodate the family and plans in this respect were submitted to the DOEHLG for approval and by letter dated 26th January 2010. The DOEHLG approved same provided the all in costs does not exceed €230,000. 

The family have been advised that they will be required to sign a new tenancy agreement prior to the occupation of the newly constructed extension and that it will contain a clause that will prohibit the keeping of caravans within the curtilage of the dwelling. 

One objection was received from Lansdowne Park & District Residents’ Association on the following grounds:- 

· Designation of site; increase of density 

· Zoning 

· Management & Maintenance of site and surrounding lands

Designation of site: 

Cherryfield Residential Caravan park is designated a permanent residential caravan park for accommodation members of the Travelling Community.  

There would be no increase in density in respect of the redevelopment of this bay as it is intended that the family occupying the existing bay will occupy the newly constructed extension. 

Zoning: 

The area is zoned 'G' High Amenity - Under the County Development Plan Traveller Accommodation is a permitted land-use zoning. 

Management & Maintenance of Development & Surrounding lands. 

While it is acknowledged that problems in relation to anti social behaviour and dumping in and around the location has been an issue, the Housing and Environmental Services Departments of the Council have prepared proposals to deal with illegal dumping in the area. Extra CCTV cameras with increased specification have recently been installed in an effort to identify the perpetrators of such actions and to use any and all enforcement proceedings in dealing with those identified. 

The Traveller Accommodation Unit are also working with Tallaght Traveller CDP to establish a strategy to combat such behaviour and it is hoped to use the services of the Active Citizen and Estate Management proposals under the Traveller Interagency Strategy to build pro-social behaviour within the Community at Cherryfield RCP. 

A report in respect of the re-development of the Traveller Specific Site at Cherryfield was noted by the Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting of the 8th November 2011.”   

Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Development, highlighted the main points of the report to the Members.
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that as the proposal is in conformity with proper planning and sustainable development, that the proposed works as set out in the foregoing report proceed.
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   ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT    

	
	
	Schedule of Project Details 

	
	Project Title:
	Extension to Day- house at 6  Cherryfield Way, Firhouse, Dublin 16



	
	Project Partners
	Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government

SDCC Housing Department: Traveller Accommodation Unit

SDCC Architectural Services Department

Residents of existing Halting Site

	
	County Architect:

Senior Architect:

Project Architect:
	Eddie Conroy FRIAI

Anne Golden MRIAI

Architectural Services Dept. SDCC

	1
	Design Brief 
	The Council’s Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009-2013 has informed the brief for the site: “ taking into account the needs for growing family compositions and compatibility of larger family units, will involve the redevelopment of some existing sites”. 

There is a requirement to provide living and sleeping accommodation for a family currently residing in Bay 6 of the Residential Caravan Park at Cherryfield. 

The existing accommodation in Bay 6, comprises a Day-house and caravans, the family size has increased and cannot be adequately accommodated in a suitable caravan for permanent living. The accommodation proposed includes the addition to the Day-house of; 5 bedrooms, with ancillary bathroom and living accommodation.The brief also includes for ease of mobility at ground floor level. 

	2
	Site Selection:
	The existing site, 6 Cherryfield Way, which is currently occupied, is located within the existing Cherryfield Residential Caravan Park (RCP).

The Cherryfield RCP site consists of 10 bays and a community centre and was developed from an existing halting site in 2002. It is located beside Cherryfield Park, Dodder Valley. It is accessed from Firhouse Road to the south east of the site.

 This RCP was designed d to allow the conversion from Day-house to  full house accommodation (i.e living and sleeping ).

No 6 is a corner bay, area 334 sq.m., located on the north east corner of the Cherryfield RCP site.

The bay is bounded on the front and west side by the access road, and by Bay 1 to the rear and Bay 7 on the east side. 

	3
	Architectural Design:
	The response to the brief is to allow the family to remain in Cherryfield and to minimize the large size of the required additional accommodation on the existing constrained site. The proposal is to extend the existing dining/living room of the day-house and to add a 2 storey section linked to the existing building with a front entrance, hall and staircase. The 2 storey section comprises 2 bedrooms and a living room at ground floor level and 3 bedrooms and bathroom at first floor level. The 2 storey structure is located to maximize the westerly orientation of the living and dining rooms, and it has a monopitch roof to match in with the overall shape and design of the existing 10 units on the site. 

	
	
	

	4
	Ancillary Works to Project:
	Upgrade existing boundary walls, to allow for both privacy and also daylight penetration to the new dwelling. Connect to existing services.

	5
	Site / Services Constraints:
	COMPACT SITE: Bay 6 is constrained by its size and location. It will need to be vacated by the family to facilitate construction of the development.

Site access will be via the Firhouse road and through the existing RCP site.

The choice of construction methods and materials will match in with existing materials on site, where feasible. 
SERVICES: No unusual problems are anticipated re the topography or existing services on the site. 

	6
	Initial Cost Estimates
	Outline Order of Cost for construction: €205,000 incl vat.
 Cost of temporary relocation of the residents is not included in the above



	
	PART 8 :
Submissions / Comments

1

2

3

4
	One submission was received under the PART 8 process from Landsdown Park & District Residents’ Association.

Comments can be summarised into the following points: 

Comment:

The proposed development breaches the original concept of halting sites which by their nature are designed to suit the temporary requirements of the travelling community…. . 

Response:

The Cherryfield development is not and was never built as a temporary halting site. It is a ‘Residential Caravan Park’ (R.C.P.). It was designed/built in response to the Traveller Accommodation Programme  2000 – 2005. This programme recognised the changing accommodation needs of the traveller community. The residential caravan park was concieved as a permanent residence with the ‘day-house’ structure accomodating the kitchen/living area and bathroom while the residents sleep in the caravans. 

The concept has always included for the possibility that at some time the residents may request bedrooms to be added on the the permanent structure. One of the conditions for this is the agreement to give up the caravans on the bay. 

The Department of Environment allowed funding for the construction of foundations at the time of construction of the development in anticipation of the possibility of this type of request.

Comment:

The construction of a two storey —1,700 sq ft fixed and permanent dwelling effectively amounts to residential zoning of this site and will be at variance with and contrary to proper planning and development of the area.

Response:

Halting Sites/Group Houses are permitted in principle under the Zoning Objectives of the Development Plan. 

The original development was built as a Residential Caravan Park and was submitted to the PART 8 process as such. 

Comment:

The increase in density to include a very large 2 storey permanent dwelling would seriously exacerbate this already unacceptable situation.

Response:

There will be no increase in density as the extension is proposed to house the family currently in permanent residence there. It is a response to the family’s needs re overcrowding and specific physical needs. 

Comment:

The visual impact of the proposed building will not be in keeping with the existing profile of the site and surrounding parkland.

Response:

The proposed extension has been carefully designed to incorporate design elements of the original development. The use of materials, colour and finish will ensure that it will blend in with the existing development.  

As the extension has a mono-pitched roof matching the low angle of the original roof it results in a lower profile that is usual with a two storey building, therefore having less impact.



	Unit Areas and Types:  DoE Unit Types
	DoE Unit Areas in sq. metres.
	Proposed Unit Sizes
	No. of Units according to type

	5 Bed / 12 Person  [2 storey]
	Not Available –

see 4Bed / 7personis 104
	171 (increased in June 2010 to 181sq.m.)
	1

	
	Total Number of Units
	1


	Note:  The Units are designed in compliance with D.O.E. Guidelines as per “Quality Housing for Sustainable Communities”. 

           And with the specific requirements for a 2 Bed / 3 Person dwelling specially adapted for a wheelchair user.

	8
	Proposed Development

Public Consultation Procedure under Part 8 of the Local Government

(Planning & Development) Regulations 2001 - 2008

In accordance with the requirements of the above, notice is hereby given that South Dublin County Council proposes to construct the following:

Extension to Day-house at 6 Cherryfield Way, Firhouse Road,
Dublin 16

Redevelopment of existing Bay 6 Cherryfield Way, comprising an extension to the existing Day-house to provide living and sleeping accommodation for the increased family size. 

The works to include; Construction of a 2 storey and small single storey extension to the existing day-house, and all necessary associated ancillary works on the site.

The proposed additional accommodation includes; 5no bedrooms, bathroom and additional living space – total additional floor area 150 sq.m.

Plans and drawings of the proposed development are on display at the headquarters of South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24 and Ballyroan Library, Orchardstown, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16, during normal working hours from 29th September 2010 to 11th November 2010 and on the Council Website: http://www.sdcc.ie
Submissions or observations in respect of this matter dealing with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development would be situated may be made in writing to:

The Senior Executive Officer

Housing Department

South Dublin County Council

County Hall,

Tallaght

Dublin 24

up to and including Thursday 11th November 2010.

Please note that the opening hours of South Dublin County Council offices are: Monday to Thursday 9.00am -5.00pm and, Friday, 9.00am - 4.30pm

It should be noted that the Freedom of Information Act applies to all records held by South Dublin County Council.
www.southdublin.ie  for all your information needs  


Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Development, highlighted the main points of the report to the Members.
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that as the proposal is in conformity with proper planning and sustainable development, that the proposed works as set out in the foregoing report proceed.




PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENTS OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY
H10a)/1211 
Report on Proposed Extinguishment of Public Right-of-Way over pathway adjacent to 71 Tymon North Road and 10 St. Aongus Green, Tallaght
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by the Manager and was CONSIDERED:

“The attached report was CONSIDERED at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) on Monday 28th November, 2011. 

Following consideration of the report it was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and AGREED:

“That this committee recommends to the Council that the public right of way over pathway adjacent to 71 Tymon North Road and 10 St. Aongus Green, Tallaght, Dublin 24, as shown shaded red on Map Ref: RE 1118 be extinguished.”

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right of way is a reserved function of the Council.

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required.

“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right-of-way over pathway adjacent to 71 Tymon North Road and 10 St. Aongus Green, Tallaght, Dublin 24, as shown shaded red on Map Ref: RE 1118 be extinguished.” 
MEETING OF TALLLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2)
MONDAY 28th NOVEMBER 2011
HEADED ITEM NO. 9
PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY OVER PATHWAY ADJACENT TO 71 TYMON NORTH ROAD AND 10 ST AONGUS GREEN, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24.  MAP REF: RE 1118.
The following report was submitted to the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting on Monday, 26th September, 2011.

“The Parks Department has reported that the local Community Group are interested in creating a Community Garden on the open space at St. Aongus Green, Tallaght, which will aid in removing a locus of anti social activity.  It is intended that the existing path shown shaded red on Drawing RE. 1118 will be removed and the area incorporated into the open space.”   

Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure. 

The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in the Echo on Thursday 6th October, 2011 and signs were erected on site in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993.  The latest date for receipt of objections, representations and requests for an oral hearing was Monday 21st November, 2011. 

No submissions were received. 

Public Lighting no issue associated with this  extinguishment.

Water Section – no implications. 
Drainage Section report – a foul sewer is located in the pathway. This sewer takes the foul drainage from the houses on St. Aongus Green.  For drainage maintenance purposes full and unhindered access to this manhole is critical. Any proposal affecting the foul sewer has to be agreed with the drainage maintenance engineer.                                             

Bord Gais have reported no gas mains inside of boundary so no objection to the proposal.

Eircom has no objection - access would be required at 71, Tymon North Road.

UPC In the drawing it shows the ducting running under the pavement.  However, this is unlikely and probably runs beside the pavement and should be approximately 400mm deep. Any work to be carried out in the vicinity of this ducting will necessitate that a UPC Plant Protection Officer be present during the work. 
ESB to be contacted before the commencement of any works.

It is proposed to affect the closure by the removal of the existing path and the area incorporated into the adjoining open space. 

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way is a reserved function of the Council. 

Any recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the Council.”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor D. Looney and AGREED:

“That South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right-of-way over pathway adjacent to 71 Tymon North Road and 10 St. Aongus Green, Tallaght, Dublin 24, as shown shaded red on Map Ref: RE 1118 be extinguished.” 
In proposing the extinguishment Councillor M. Duff commented on the positive effect this closure would have on the community in dealing with anti social behaviour and the proposed community garden which would be developed.

H10b)/1211
Report on Proposed Extinguishment of Public Right-of-Way over laneway to the side and rear of 100 Balrothery Estate and the rear of 99 Balrothery Estate, Tallaght
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by the Manager and was CONSIDERED:

“The attached report was CONSIDERED at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) on Monday 28th November, 2011. 

Following consideration of the report it was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor M. Devine and AGREED:

“That this committee recommends to the Council that the public right of way over laneway to side and rear of 100 Balrothery Estate and the rear of 99 Balrothery Estate, Tallaght, Dublin 24, shown shaded red on drawing RE 1119 be extinguished.”

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right of way is a reserved function of the Council.

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required.

“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right-of-way over laneway to side and rear of 100 Balrothery Estate and the rear of 99 Balrothery Estate, Tallaght, Dublin 24, shown shaded red on drawing RE 1119 be extinguished.”
MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2)
MONDAY 28th NOVEMBER 2011
HEADED ITEM NO. 10
PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY OVER LANEWAY TO SIDE AND REAR OF 100 BALROTHERY ESTATE, AND THE REAR OF 99, Balrothery Estate, Tallaght, DUBLIN 24.  MAP REF: RE 1119
The following report was submitted to the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting on Monday, 26th September, 2011. 

“An application has been received from the Housing Department and the resident of 100 Balrothery Estate to formally extinguish the public right-of-way over laneway to the side and rear of 100, Balrothery Estate and the rear of 99, Balrothery Estate, Tallaght, due to antisocial behaviour and to affect the closure by means of a gate.” 

Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure. 
The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in the Echo on Thursday 6th October, 2011 and signs were erected on site in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993.  The latest date for receipt of objections, representations and requests for an oral hearing was Monday 21st November, 2011. 

No submissions received. 

Public Lighting have reported Pole 37 is the only Public Light which may be affected by this closure because of proximity to any works associated with closure. 

Water & Drainage Section report - Environmental Services Dept have no objection to the extinguishment of the public right of way over this laneway.                                      

Bord Gais have reported no gas mains inside of boundary so no objection to the proposal.

Eircom have no services in the laneway.

UPC services underground in the laneway and should the need arise to re-locate contact would have to be made with UPC regarding re-location of services.

ESB have services in the laneway but have no objections but insist they are contacted before the commencement of any works.

It is proposed to affect the closure by means of the erection of a gate to the side of 100 Balrothery Estate.  

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way is a reserved function of the Council. 

Any recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the Council.”
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor M. Duff    and AGREED:

“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right-of-way over laneway to side and rear of 100 Balrothery Estate and the rear of 99 Balrothery Estate, Tallaght, Dublin 24, shown shaded red on drawing RE 1119 be extinguished.”

H11/1211
RAISING OF LOANS FOR HOUSING PURPOSES FOR 2012
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by the Manager and was CONSIDERED:

“The County Council is empowered to borrow from the Housing Finance Agency for the purpose of carrying out its functions under the Housing Acts.

It has been recommended by the Agency that a borrowing resolution should be a general resolution approving the borrowing of funds for housing purposes rather than specific resolutions for individual loan types.

Approval is now being sought for authority to raise loans to a limit of €28,000,000 from the Housing Finance Agency plc for any purpose authorised under the Housing Acts during the year ending 31st December 2012, and including:

·         Shared ownership scheme. 

·         Rental subsidy scheme for voluntary housing groups. 

·         House purchase loans. 

·         Borrowing for the purpose of refinancing housing loans. 

·         Short Term Borrowing / Bridging Finance for Affordable Housing. 

·         Any other purpose authorised under the Housing Acts.

It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy and AGREED:

“That South Dublin County Council raise loans to a limit of €28,000,000 from the Housing Finance Agency plc for any purpose authorised under the Housing Acts during the year ending 31st December 2012 including:

·         Shared ownership scheme. 

·         Rental subsidy scheme for voluntary housing groups. 

·         House purchase loans. 

·         Borrowing for the purpose of refinancing housing loans. 

·         Short Term Borrowing / Bridging Finance for Affordable Housing. 

·         Any other purpose authorised under the Housing Acts.”
H12/1211
FILLING OF VACANCY ON LOCAL AUTHORITY MEMBERS ASSOCIATION (Cllr. C. Keane)

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by the Manager and was CONSIDERED:

“The following report was presented to the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 24th November 2011:

“A vacancy exists on the Executive Committee of the Local Authority Members Association following the election of Councillor C. Keane to the Seanad.

It is a matter for the Council to appoint a replacement for Councillor C. Keane to the above position and this is now before the Members for consideration.”   

It was proposed by Councillor C. Brophy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and RESOLVED:

“That Councillor T. Ridge be nominated to fill the vacancy on the Local Authority Members Association following the election of Councillor C. Keane to the Seanad.”

This matter is now before the Council for approval.”
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy and AGREED:

“That Councillor T. Ridge be nominated to fill the vacancy on the Local Authority Members Association following the election of Councillor C. Keane to the Seanad.”

H13/1211
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRPERSON TO TRANSPORTATION SPC  

(Cllr. T. Ridge)

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by the Manager and was CONSIDERED:

“The following report was presented to the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 24th November 2011:

"A vacancy has arisen for Chairperson of the Transportation SPC as a result of the recent resignation of Councillor Therese Ridge from that position.

In accordance with the SPC Standing Orders and  Circular Letter LG 10/09 from the Department of Environment Heritage and Local Government (Department of Environment Community & Local Government) the chairs are appointed by the full council for a minimum period of three years and the overall spread of SPC chairs must, in accordance with the guidelines, reflect the political representational spread on the full council.

 
It is now before the members to appoint  a new Chair to the Transportation SPC."   
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle  and RESOLVED:

“That Councillor C. Brophy be nominated to fill the position of Chairperson of the Transportation SPC as a result of the recent resignation of Councillor Therese Ridge from that position.”

This matter is now before the Council for approval.”
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon   and AGREED:

“That Councillor C. Brophy be nominated to fill the position of Chairperson of the Transportation SPC as a result of the recent resignation of Councillor Therese Ridge from that position.”

H14/1211
CPLN PARTNERSHIP - NOMINATIONS FOR NEW THREE-YEAR TERM

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by the Manager and was CONSIDERED:

“The following report was presented to the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 24th November 2011:

"South Dublin County Council has three representatives on the CPLN Partnership as follows: Councillors M. McDonagh, E. Tuffy and  G. O'Connell.

Notification has recently been received from CPLN of the requirement to renominate to these positions for a new three year period.

This  matter is now before the Council for consideration."   

It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and RESOLVED:

“That Councillors M. McDonagh, E. Tuffy and  G. O'Connell  be nominated to fill three positions on the CPLN Partnership for the new three-year period.”

This matter is now before the Council for approval.”
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy    and AGREED:

“That Councillors M. McDonagh, E. Tuffy and G. O’Connell be nominated to fill three positions on the CPLN Partnership for the new three-year period.”

CORRESPONDENCE FOR NOTING

Ministerial
Co1/1211
Letter, dated 29th November 2011, from Minister for Health, regarding St. Brigid's Nursing Home, Crooksling (EM Oct. 2011)
Other
Co2/1211
Letter, dated 10th November 2011, from National Transport Authority regarding Bike Sharing Scheme (M7/1011)

Co3/1211
Letter, by email dated 16/11/11, from South Tipperary County Council regarding Valuation Act 2011.

Co4/1211
Letter, dated 25th November 2011, from Monaghan Town Council regarding proposed Budgetary changes

Co5/1211
Letter, by email dated 2nd December 2011, from Donegal County Council  regarding Special Needs Assistants
The above letters were NOTED.
MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

M1/1211
SOCIAL HOUSING FOR DISABLED
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“That the Manager would present a report regarding the provision of social housing for the disabled in the context of the recent review of the letting scheme. That the Manager would also include the feasibility of adaptations in private housing rented by council tenants, for example for the hearing impaired and deaf community”.

REPORT:
“Housing Applicant/Housing Transferees who receive “Medical Priority” in respect of their application are placed on a housing priority list for suitable accommodation in accordance with the date medical priority is granted. Where the Council’s Medical Officer awards “Urgent Medical Priority” to an application these applicants are housed are placed at the top of the housing list for suitable housing.

Capital funding in respect of the construction of new social housing, including the construction of specific housing for the disabled was discontinued in 2010.  Accordingly, housing applicants who have received “Medical Priority” in respect of their medical/disability to meet their housings needs must be accommodated through existing suitable housing stock that may become available. 

A specific team has been put in place to identify such housing.  This team have first call on all new and relet properties to see if they can match the accommodation to the needs of the applicants on hand.    A limited amount of funding has been made available through IWILS/Extensions & DPG’s Funding.  The Council is required to contribute 10% of costs through its internal capital receipts and a portion of this funding has been identified to modified vacant houses prior to allocation.  To date this year this team have housed 33 applicants in suitable homes and removed 7 others for change of circumstances. 

The Applicant Sourced Home Scheme (ASH) is also available to Housing Applicants but this is not available to applicants seeking a housing transfer. The above team are in contact with all on the list who may be able to avail of the scheme.

The Council is not permitted to carry out works on private houses but we do administer a number of grant schemes that may be of assistance for disabled persons who live there.  This year we have paid 117 grants under the Housing Adaptation Grant for people with a disability (HAGS) and 37 under Mobility Aid Grant  (MAGS) as well as 56 under the Housing Aid for Older People (HOPS) schemes.  In addition we have approved 142 grants for our own tenants under the Disabled Persons Grant.

Where a grant is insufficient to cover the cost of the required works the Council undertakes extensions to excising Council houses where possible.  This year we have commenced 10 such extensions.  Funding for this scheme is dependent on the capital allocation on an annual basis from the DOEHLG.”
In proposing the motion The Mayor, Councillor C. Jones requested that in addition to the report, that the Manager keep applicants informed of where they stand in relation to possible accommodation provision.  She said that the disabled were concerned for their housing options particularly as there is no new social housing being constructed for the foreseeable future.
Councillor T. Ridge also sought an update (at another meeting in the future) of an indication of what is hoped to be provided during 2012.  

Director of Service Mr B. Coman responded by outlining details of 2011 activity and 2012 proposed activity. He responded to a query from Councillor Looney in relation to housing grants for older people and people with disabilities, and stated that (as indicated in the budget presentation) the Council has met its projections for grant awards during 2011 and was in a strong position to meet similar projections for 2012.   He also stated that the Council must not lose sight of other demands on its housing services, and that every option that comes up is considered for the specific needs of applicants whose needs can be made by the type of accommodation that becomes available.
The report was NOTED.
M2/1211
SOUTH DUBLIN COMMUNITY AWARDS
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy:
“That this Council commends the magnificent contribution by voluntary community groups and activists to improving the quality of life and vibrancy of communities right across our county, and noting in particular the increase in voluntary activity during 2011 hereby requests the Manager to reinstate in 2012 a South Dublin Community Awards, similar to the low-cost reinstatement of the Beautiful South Dublin Awards. The purpose of this awards scheme would be to recognise and honour outstanding voluntary achievement by residents associations, community groups, clubs and individual community leaders and activists in a wide variety of fields including community development, social inclusion, sports, arts, heritage, family support, youth, the elderly, persons with disabilities and advocacy”.

REPORT:
“The Council fully acknowledges and recognises the tremendous work carried out all across the county by voluntary community groups and acitivists and supports those people in many practical ways. These include the Community Grants Scheme and other financial assistance measures, as well as the knowledge and advice provided every day by the Community Workers Team, the Social Inclusion Unit, the Sports Office and the Arts Office. 

The Community Department will give  consideration to the re-instatement of a South Dublin Community Awards  scheme which may incorporate  the Beautiful South  Dublin Awards. The previous model employed to select and distribute the awards needs to be revised and updated, and any re-introduction will need to be budgeted for as appropriate. It is envisaged that we may have to revise the categories used previously. It is intended to bring a proposal to the Community Parks Sports and Recreation SPC in 2012.”
In proposing the motion Councillor Lavelle thanked the Manager for the positive response and made reference to a number of efforts and achievements of residents and volunteers.  He reiterated his request that an awards ceremony give recognition to these efforts.
Director of Services Mr. B. Coman reiterated that in light of the current economic climate that the Council is responding as positively as possible to these issues.  He stated that the SPC could consider the proposal and may possibly incorporate into the Beautiful South initiative.  He also acknowledged the significant support and the enormous part played over the years by various volunteers / voluntary groups in the community.
The Report was NOTED.
M3/1211
EXERCISE TRAILS 
It was proposed by Councillor E. Higgins, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge: 
“That Management update Members on proposals for exercise trails throughout the County, taking into consideration the recent allocation of grants for adult exercise equipment to parks throughout South Dublin County Council”.
REPORT:
“A total of 11 applications were made to the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport for grant aid for the provision of outdoor gym equipment in the South Dublin County Council area.    

All eleven applications were successful and notice of provisional allocation has been received from the Department for the following locations:

1. Beechfield Park 

2. Greenhills Park 

3. Glendown Park 

4. Tymon Park (2 trails) 

5. Griffeen Valley Park 

6. Waterstown Park 

7. Hermitage Park 

8. Kingswood Park 

9. Rathcoole Park 

10. Corkagh Park 

11. Aylesbury Park

The Council advertised a tender for the supply and installation of outdoor gym equipment at the eleven locations on 18th November and eight companies submitted tenders by the closing date.

The tenders are being processed at present and it is expected that contracts for the supply and installation of equipment will issue shortly to the successful companies.”
In proposing the motion Councillor Higgins expressed her satisfaction with the progress on this project to date and asked if a timeline was yet available. Councillor D. Looney commended all involved in this excellent initiative and queried the locations earmarked for the equipment.

Ms P. Poole, Director of Environmental Services stated that the expected timeline for this project was the first quarter of 2012 and undertook to forward details of location of equipment to Members.
The Report was NOTED.
 M4/1211
COUNCIL'S CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGY
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor M.  Devine:
“That this Council requests the Manager to report on the status of the Council's Climate Change Strategy adopted some time ago, including information on measures being implemented as part of the Climate Change Strategy, and noting the continuing delay in the Government publishing a National Climate Change Adaptation Strategy, requests the Manager to write to the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government seeking information on the current position regarding the publication of the National Adaptation Strategy.”
REPORT:
“A progress report was presented to the Environment SPC at its meeting on 7th November 2011. All details in relation to the current status of the strategy are contained in that report.

It the motion is passed a letter will be written to the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government in this regard.”
In moving the motion Councillor Tuffy expressed his disappointment at progress on the publication of a strategy. 
The Motion was AGREED.
M5/1211
HGV BAN ON THE OUTER RING ROAD.
The following motion in the name of Councillor T. Delaney was MOVED and RE-ENTERED:

“That this Council recognises the serious issue of pedestrian safety along the Newcastle Road in Lucan but insists that the proposed implementation of a local HGV ban coincides with a lifting of the existing HGV ban on the Outer Ring Road”.
M6/1211
ARBORICULTURAL PROGRAMME
The following motion in the name of Councillor C. Bond was WITHDRAWN:
“That this Council calls for a full review of the arboricultural programme. Council firmly believes that any works carried out must give priority to trees that have posed a serious health and safety risk even at the expense of trees long awaiting cosmetic work that are nonetheless deemed safe”.

M7/1211
RACISM

The following motion in the name of Councillor M. Corr was MOVED and RE-ENTERED:

“That South Dublin County Council condemns racism and calls on all Local Authorities nationally to do the same”.

M8/1211
REBRANDING LIBRARY SERVICES
It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan:
“That in light of the enhanced services provided by our libraries, and the fact that libraries are no longer for the sole purpose of lending books, the Council considers the merit of naming the new Ballyroan Library as Ballyroan Library and Media Centre and considers a similar name change for the County Library”
REPORT:
“Over the past five years South Dublin Libraries have been working to build a strong brand and to position this brand in the public mind. Since the publication of the 2007 Library Development Plan the concept of libraries as ‘community living rooms’ has been developed where our buildings are offered as democratic public spaces, egalitarian and freely available to everyone. The word ‘Library’ has been used in relation to all services and the ‘Library’ brand recognition resonates from the 24/7 Library Website at www.southdublinlibraries.ie , to the Mobile Libraries – Libraries without Walls, to Branch Libraries and through to the County Library itself. All engagement with social media tools is also branded under the name of South Dublin Libraries. The Council regularly promotes and communicates to residents across the County the depth and richness of services offered by contemporary libraries. Many people still associate public libraries solely with paper books. The County Librarian is currently writing a design brief for Ballyroan Library which will outline all the technologies and innovative services to be found in the new building. This will drive all marketing for the new service and will raise awareness of what a contemporary public library offers. While the County’s Library Service is recognised nationally as one which uses technology in innovative ways, the technology is always deployed for the same purpose – universal access to books, information, research and heritage.”
Councillor Lahart accepted the Manager’s report and outlined his sentiments in putting forward the Motion i.e. to highlight the many services and facilities available.  He suggested the use of a tag in the market which would more accurately describe all services delivered including performance, events, media, technology etc.
A debate followed to which contributions were made by Councillors E. Coburn, AM. Dermody, E. Walsh, P. Cosgrave and J. Hannon.  The general consensus was that although there was just merit in the sentiments in putting forward the motion it was not considered appropriate to isolate the “rebranding” to SDCC Library Service and that there is a national issue to be considered.  It was accepted that although many people still viewed the library as a books only service, members felt that the Manager’s report covered the position very well.
Ms T. Walsh, Director of Corporate, Human Resources and Library Services, thanked the Members for their contributions to the debate and in particular for the many positive comments on the Council’s library service.  
The report was NOTED.

M9/1211
RACISM
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“That this Council, in the wake of recent commentary regarding the relationship between local elected representatives and our new communities, expresses its revulsion at any racist remarks or actions; that this Council recommits itself to the inclusive representation of all residents within this local authority; and that a copy of this motion be circulated to all local authorities in Ireland”.

REPORT:
“If the motion is passed, the terms of the motion will be publicised and conveyed to all Local Authorities in Ireland.”
In proposing the motion Councillor Looney referred to the results of the survey by One Foundation and stated that as public representatives there was a duty to take a stand against racism in all forms. He noted that South Dublin County Council has a very good reputation in this area and this needed to continue.
The Motion was fully supported and contributions to the debate were made by Councillors C. Brophy, M. Duff, M. Devine, J. Hannon, and G. O’Connell. 
The Motion was AGREED. 

M10/1211
14-16 MOORE ST., DUBLIN 1
It was proposed by Councillor E. Walsh, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:
“That this Council calls on the relevant authorities to preserve and restore 14-16 Moore St., Dublin 1, recognising the historical significance of these properties and their environs in the context of the approaching anniversary of 1916”. 

REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the sentiments of the members will be conveyed to the relevant authorities.”
Councillor Walsh outlined the significance of the address during the 1916 Easter Rising and asked for support for the motion from Members.
A debate followed with contributions from Councillors C. King, M. Devine, T. Ridge, C. Bond, E. Walsh, and D. Looney.  The discussion referred to current planning proposals and the importance of preservation of the properties in line with Dublin City Council’s plans.
Councillor C. King pointed out that the preservation order was already in place and suggested that the Motion be amended to read numbers 14-17, while Councillor M. Devine proposed that the amendment be extended to include numbers 10-25 incl. which are the houses significant to the issue.

It was proposed by Councillor Devine, seconded by Councillor Bond to amend the Motions to read:
“That this Council calls on the relevant authorities to preserve and restore 10-25 Moore St., Dublin 1, recognising the historical significance of these properties and their environs in the context of the approaching anniversary of 1916.”

The amended Motion was AGREED.
M11/1211
Dublin Fire Brigade 
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy:
“That this Council calls on both the Manager and Dublin Fire Brigade to carry-out an independent and transparent fire services risk assessment for all areas of our county to identify priority service improvements needed given the very serious concerns that exist over the excessive journey-times for responding fire services to reach highly-populated areas of our county furthest away from existing fire stations”.

REPORT:
“Dublin Fire Brigade is currently carrying out a detailed Risk Based analysis of its area of operations using guidelines set down by the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government.  When complete it will be possible to determine the levels of cover that exist together with actions necessary to improve services where required.”  

The report was NOTED.
M12/1211
MAINTENANCE OF PUBLIC AREAS / ROAD MEDIANS
It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:
“That this Council, in managing reduced budgets, should make every effort to maintain public areas of the County to an acceptable standard. Elected members are very concerned at the way in which the Median on the N4, Tallaght Bye Pass, to name but a few areas, have been left unattended and allowed to deteriorate.  Given the national commitment to promote Tourism, neglect of the public domain is counter-productive.”
REPORT:
“The responsibility for maintenance of public areas in the County has recently been consolidated into the Environment Department where the Public Realm Maintenance Division now consists of Cleansing, Parks, Operations and Burial Grounds Maintenance Sections.  In a time of reducing Budgets, this consolidation will ensure that the various budgets allocated to maintenance of the public areas of the County can be optimised through increased co-ordination of work programmes and standards of supervision between these Sections.

Maintenance and Management of the National Road Network is the responsibility of the NRA and maintenance works are carried out on an agency basis by the Council. The schedule of works is set out in accordance with funding provided by the NRA through its annual maintenance grant.  The  grass cutting on these roads is then agreed, on an annual basis, by Roads and Environment Departments.  In 2011 the NRA grant for all National Primary maintenance was €76,765.  The Grant monies are allocated primarily to issues related to safety such as road repair and safety barrier repairs. The remaining monies are applied to the maintenance of median and roadside verges and usually provide for a single cut on an annual basis.  The Grant monies must also cover the cost of Traffic Management and Health & Safety requirements which can be a substantial component of the works.”
In proposing the motion Councillor O’Connell expressed disappointment with the amount of money provided by the NRA, which he suggested was derisory, to maintain three important roads.  He felt that the message being sent to schools and community groups who were engaged in efforts to improve areas was not a good one, and requested Management to consider use of alternative surfaces along main roads which were easier to maintain.  
Councillors W. Lavelle, C. King, E. Higgins, and J. Lahart all supported the Motion and the main points of discussion included:

· No grass cutting on the N4 which was causing difficulties in accessing some bus stops

· Unsightly routes which were gateways for entry to the County 

· Negative impact on tourism 

· The whole issue of Health and Safety in both cutting and not cutting grass verges and pathways, and some suggestions that Managers were “overdoing it”
· How does the public realm initiatives fit in with this Motion

Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Development, Roads and Water Services informed Members that the national routes were the responsibility of the NRA and that the council has to work within the grant provided, albeit acknowledging that the budget provided is insufficient.  The priority use of this grant is for safety barriers and alleviation of flooding problems.  Mr. Walsh also referred to the prohibitive nature of Health and Safety measures.
Mr. Walsh further advised that it was never conveyed, or intended to convey, that public realm monies would be used for maintenance on primary routes and assured Members that the council is exploring all options to replace medians with hard landscape and cited the Outer Ring Road as an example.  He reiterated the council’s commitment to exploring the alternatives and advised that the 2012 allocation had not yet been advised by the NRA.
The County Manager, Mr. J. Horan advised Members on the issue of Health and Safety and stressed that City and County Managers are obliged to produce evidence of Health & Safety training and that in the event of an investigation into an accidents must be able to show consistency.  He also referred to criminal liability which is attached to non compliance with regulations.

Councillor G. O’Connell thanked Management for their commitment and acknowledged that work is carried out where possible.
The Report was NOTED.
M13/1211
SECURITY MEASURES FOR TAXI DRIVERS
The following motion in the name of Councillor M. Corr was MOVED and RE-ENTERED:
“That this Council calls on the Minister for Transport to direct unused funding paid by taxi drivers to the former Taxi Regulator towards the provision of security measures such as CCTV and security lighting in the interest of public and driver safety nationally”.

M14/1211
DUBLIN BUS CONSULTATION
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor D. Looney: 
“That this Council is not satisfied with the consultation procedures used by Dublin Bus in regard to changes in networks, routes and services either consultation with members of the public in different parts of the County, or consultation with councillors at the Council level or Area Committee level, and requests the Manager to arrange for the Council to meet with representatives of the National Transport Authority to discuss Dublin Bus services in the County”.
REPORT:
“Dublin Bus made a presentation to the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee at its meeting in May 2010  and also to the May 2011 OP&F Committee Meeting to explain how its Network Direct programme was being developed and implemented.  It is understood that a range of local and regional meetings were also held to consider the views of the Members and the public.  It is considered appropriate that any meeting with the National Transport Authority should also be arranged through the Strategic Policy Committee.

If the Motion is passed the Chief Executive of the National Transport Authority will be written to and requested to attend a future meeting of the SPC.  The Members will be informed of the outcome.”
Councillor Tuffy stated that the purpose of the Motion was to try and get some improvement in consultation / meaningful consultation underway, rather than to discuss the network service
The Mayor, Councillor C. Jones proposed an amendment to the motion, which was seconded by Councillor M. Duff to read as follows:

“That this Council is not satisfied with the consultation procedures used by Dublin Bus in regard to changes in networks, routes and services either consultation with members of the public in different parts of the County, or consultation with councillors at the Council level or Area Committee level, and requests the Manager to arrange for the Council to meet with representatives of the National Transport Authority to discuss Dublin Bus consultation procedures  in the County”.

The amended motion was unanimously AGREED.
M15/1211
DISTRESSED MORTGAGE HOLDERS
It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor Jones:
“That in view of the failure of the Keane Report to adequately address the difficulties being experienced by distressed Mortgage holders in a reasonable timeframe, South Dublin County Council calls on the Government and the Minister for finance to examine and implement without delay other solutions that would have a more immediate impact in helping resolve these distressed mortgage holders and furthermore to examine the solutions put forward by the New Beginnings Group”. 

REPORT:
“If the motion is passed, the terms of the motion will be conveyed to the Taoiseach and to the Minister for Finance and, upon receipt, copies of their replies will be circulated to the Members.”
Councillor O’Connell opened the debate by expressing his disappointment with the provision made in the recent national Budget in this regard. He felt it was totally inadequate to ease the burden on mortgage holders and the lack of equity was unacceptable.

Councillors W. Lavelle, P. Cosgrave, C. King and C. Brophy contributed to the debate.   
The main points discussed included:

· That Government had kept its commitment to increase mortgage relief 
· That the provision made would make a difference to many people
· That debt forgiveness in certain areas was required.  
· That while that many people bought during the “boom” not all need relief but for some the extra tax relief was of no benefit at all.
· Those concessions have to be paid for and that the Government was doing all that it could under very difficult circumstances.

The Motion was AGREED.
Meeting Concluded at 5.35 p.m.
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