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R/497/11 CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

HEADED-ITEM (1) 





Item ID: 29734
Minutes of meeting of Rathfarnham Area Committee dealing with Housing, Community, Environment, Parks, Roads, Development & Water Services, Planning, Corporate Services & Libraries business held on 8th November 2011, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the 8th November, 2011 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 

Parks

R/498/11 Questions 

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Question numbers 1-2 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

R/499/11 PROSPECT MANOR – BULBS FOR BONFIRES INITIATIVE  

QUESTION (1): 
Councillor J. Lahart  



Item ID: 29860 

"To ask the Manager to include Prospect Manor in the Bulbs for pro-social activities initiative as the Residents Association have gone to such efforts to keep their estate in a prime condition at considerable cost to themselves - and as a gesture towards pro-social activity within the Rathfarnham area?"
REPLY:
The Bulbs For Bonfires scheme was established in 2010 following a pilot in Halloween 2009. The scheme is specifically targeted towards bonfire prevention and does not cover any other community initiatives. The scheme was designed to encourage a change in behaviour and reward communities who managed to keep a park or open space - which was damaged in the previous year - free of bonfires in the current year. It was not intended that the scheme would be used to reward estates that were successful in 2010, again in 2011. Prospect Manor applied successfully for bulbs under the 2010 scheme and 350 bulbs were planted in the estate. 

The 'Bulbs not Bonfires' scheme is being reviewed as part of the general review of Halloween 2011 and consideration will be given to dealing with this issue.

It should also be noted that there are a range of community grants available to community groups towards the cost of a range of pro-social activities. A  link is attached to the community grants scheme booklet, which shows the criteria of applying for funding. The Residents Association can request a Community Worker to meet with the residents group and discuss if they are eligible for funding from SDCC.

http://communityservices.southdublin.ie/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_view&gid=40&Itemid=62     

The Residents Association may also be interested in applying to the Social Credits Scheme.  The Social Credits Scheme (SCS) rewards community groups who improve their environment by carrying out pro-environmental actions such as community cleanups, maintenance of community gardens, graffiti removal and weeding of footpaths. The scheme is open to all community groups in South Dublin County Council's area including: 

· Environmental groups 

· Primary and Post Primary schools 

· Resident's Associations 

· Volunteer groups 

· Youth groups

Benefits of the Social Credit's Scheme to Communities include: 

· Practical assistance to community groups 

· Advice from departmental staff 

· A reward for completing an action 

· Increases local pride and ownership of your local area 

· Empowers groups to create cleaner, greener and safer communities

Groups interested in the Social Credit's Scheme must apply in advance of any works being undertaken listing the work they intend to do and the reward they would like to receive. The rewards are based on usage of South Dublin County Council's services and facilities.

R/500/11 CHRISTMAS TREE COLLECTION LOCATIONS
QUESTION (2):
Councillor J. Lahart  



Item ID: 29861 

"To ask the Manager what the arrangements are for the collection of Christmas Trees and what locations will be used by the Council in Rathfarnham and to state whether Dublin City Council is also proceeding with this service?"
REPLY:
The following notice will be advertised shortly to inform the public of the proposed recycling scheme for Christmas Trees in January 2012.  Included in the notice are two sites in the Rathfarnham Electoral Area in Firhouse and Rathfarnham.  

The Council has also been informed that a Christmas Tree recycling scheme is also to take place in the Dublin City Council area.

RECYCLING OF CHRISTMAS TREES 2012

From Friday 6th January to Saturday 14th January 2012, the public are invited to bring their Christmas Trees to the locations below and have them recycled.  Please note that these facilities are for domestic household trees only and not for commercial operators.  One tree will be accepted per household.

 
	Lucan

	1.
	Beechpark open space

	2.
	Sarsfield Park open space

	3.
	Haydens Lane car park in Griffeen Valley Park

	Palmerston
	

	1.
	Glenaulin Park

	Clondalkin
	

	1.
	Corkagh Park (St Johns Road entrance car park)

	2.
	Corkagh Park (Green Isle car park at Caravan Park entrance)

	3.
	Collinstown Park

	4.
	Quarryvale Park

	5.
	Foxdene open space

	6.
	Foxborough Park open space

	7.
	Grand Canal open space (junction of Bawnogue and Lockview Rd.)

	Tallaght
	

	1.
	Raheen open space (opposite Raheen Shopping Centre)

	2.
	Seán Walsh Park – Storage area (behind Old Bawn Community College) near Parks Depot off Whitestown Way.

	Greenhills
	

	1.
	Tymon Park –  Limekiln car park

	2.
	Tymon Park –  Tymon North Road car park

	Old Bawn
	

	1.
	Church car park (beside shopping center)

	Firhouse
	

	1.
	Car park at Cherryfield (off the link road between Firhouse Road and Spawell Roundabout)

	Rathfarnham
	

	1.
	Rathfarnham Castle Park – car park

	Saggart
	

	1.
	Park’s Depot on Mill Lane


R/501/11 2012 ARBORICULTURAL WORKS PROGRAMME

HEADED ITEM (2): 






 Item ID: 29865 
Mr. M. Hannon, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, presented the following report:-

“2012 ARBORICULTURAL WORKS PROGRAMME
The Arboricultural Programme for 2011 is currently being completed.  The programme for 2012 will commence in January 2012 and will be undertaken in two phases:

·        January 2012 to March 2012

·        November 2012 to December 2012

The Programme will again be focussed on tree maintenance works, in order to make best use of the available resources. As the focus of the programme is primarily on tree pruning and removals, new planting is only being considered in a very limited number of circumstances, e.g. National Tree Week 2012.  Tree maintenance works include:

·        Tree pruning

·        Tree removal

·        Stump removal

·        Hedge cutting

·        Shrubbery maintenance 

In relation to trees, priority will be given to trees in the following categories: 

· Dead and damaged trees. 

· Trees in very close proximity to public lighting columns (less than 1.8m). 

· Trees associated with lifting footpaths.  

· Trees in conflict with overhead utility cables

Aside from these categories, works will be carried out to trees only where they are considered to be consistent with good arboricultural practice. Examples of this would be crown lifting (removal of lower branches), crown thinning (reducing the weight of large trees), pruning to deal with weak branch junctions, pruning to improve the shape of the tree and removal of suckers. 

In order to optimise available resources and having regard to the Health & Safety and Traffic Management procedures that must be put in place, it is again intended to deal with trees primarily on an estate by estate basis rather than on an individual request basis. Individual trees will generally only be dealt with if deemed to be a priority category or for some other exceptional reason. 

The commencement of the Arboricultural Works Programme in earnest may be delayed to some extent due to the following factors:

·        The Christmas Tree Recycling Programme, which will operate from early January 2012, will also affect the tree pruning and removal programme. This requires a substantial staff input in terms of collection, shredding and disposal of Christmas trees at the twenty five official locations around the county, as well as from a number of unofficial and discontinued locations.

·        Subject to weather conditions, the possible deployment of Parks staff to the clearing of snow from public areas around the county.

·        The deployment of staff to clean up and remove bonfire material from public parks and open spaces during and after Halloween.

·        The extension of pitch maintenance/grass cutting operations.  Grass growth now continues into late November as a result of climate change factors.

Arboricultural work in the 2010-2011 season was also very much curtailed due the factors highlighted above.

The Tree Stump Removal Programme commenced in the area in September 2011 and approximately 200 tree stumps were removed as part of this programme.  A programme of removal of low hanging branches and epocormic growth from street trees in the following estates has commenced:

·        Delaford Estate

·        Orlagh Estate

·        Orchardstown Drive

The following tables detail the proposed programme:

Table 1:  RATHFARNHAM ELECTORAL AREA - HOUSING ESTATE WORK
 
	ESTATE
	EXTENT OF WORK
	Pruning/Removal

	Ashton Close
	12 Ashton Close
	Removal

	Ashton Close
	14 Ashton Close
	Removal

	Ballyroan Crescent
	side of 32/34 Ballyroan Crescent
	Pruning

	Beverly Green
	1&2 Beverly Green
	Pruning

	Beverly Grove
	2/4 Beverly Grove
	Removal

	Beverly Lawns
	2 Beverly Lawns
	Removal

	Butterfield Park
	94 Butterfield Park
	Removal

	Coolamber Park 
	35 Coolamber Park
	Removal

	Cremorne 
	36 Cremorne
	Removal

	Darglewood 
	12 Darglewood 
	Removal

	Delaford Avenue
	14/15 Delaford Avenue
	Removal

	Delaford Avenue
	41 Delaford Avenue
	Pruned

	Delaford Drive
	16 Delaford Drive
	Pruning

	Dodder Park Road
	77 Dodder Park Road
	Pruning

	Edenbrook Park
	Opp. 1 Edenbrook Park
	Removal

	Glendoher Close
	7 Glendoher Close
	Removal

	Glendoher Park
	27 Glendoher Park
	Pruning

	Glendoher Park
	1 opp. 34 Glendoher Park 
	Pruning

	Glendoher Park 
	28 Glendoher Park
	Removal

	Glenlyon Grove
	9 Glenlyon Grove
	Removal

	Glenlyon Grove
	15 Glenlyon Grove
	Removal

	Glenlyon Grove
	17 Glenlyon Grove
	Removal

	Hermitage Drive 
	10 Hermitage Drive 
	Pruning

	Knockaire 
	8 Knockaire
	Pruning

	Knockaire
	Side of 25 Knockaire
	Removal

	Knockaire
	38 Knockaire
	Removal

	Knockcullen Park
	18 Knockcullen Park
	Pruning

	Knockcullen Park
	31 Knockcullen Park
	Removal

	Knockcullen Rise
	9 Knockcullen Rise
	Removal

	Lansdowne Park
	1 Lansdowne Park
	Removal

	Longwood Park
	8,9,11,12,18,27,46,49, 72, 74,  78,85,87/89 
	Removal

	Marian Crescent
	31 Marian Crescent
	Removal

	Monalea Grove
	86 Monalea Grove
	Removal

	Mount Alton
	14 Mount Alton
	Removal

	Moyville
	17,128,142,148,169,198,209,227,228,230,242,246
	Removal

	Owendore Crescent
	17 Owendore Crescent
	Removal

	Silverwood Road
	Opp. 31 Silverwood Road
	Removal

	Willowbank Park 
	13 & 25/27 Willowbank Park
	Removal

	Woodbrook Park
	24 Woodbrook Park
	Pruning

	Woodstock Park
	Side & rear of 5 & 6 Woodstock Park
	Pruning


 
Table 2:  RATHFARNHAM ELECTORAL AREA – OPEN SPACE WORK
 
	ESTATE
	EXTENT OF WORK
	Pruning/Removal

	Ballyroan Road
	Rear of 215 Ballyroan Road
	Pruning

	Castlefield Green
	Side of 16 Castlefield Green
	Pruning

	Cremorne
	Side of 84 Cremorne
	Pruning

	Elkwood 
	Side of 48 Elkwood
	Pruning/Removal

	Glenbrook Park
	Rear of 65 Glenbrook Park
	Pruning

	Glendoher Close
	Rear of 1-7 Glendoher Close
	Pruning

	Glenvara Park
	Side of 1C Glenvara Park
	Removal

	Templeroan Road/Scholarstown Park
	Trees along Footpath
	Pruning

	Woodview Cottages
	Side of 602 Woodview Cottages
	Pruning


Following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave, J. Lahart and A.M. Dermody, Mr. Hannon responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
R/502/11 REPORT FROM PARKS DEPARTMENT ON OPEN SPACE AT STOCKINGWOOD WELL

HEADED ITEM (3):






 Item ID: 29247 
Mr. M. Hannon, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, presented the following report:-

“Report on Open Space at Stockingwood Well. 

“Reports on the development of the park at Stocking Wood were presented to the Rathfarnham Area Committee Meetings on the 10th May 2011 and 14th June 2011 as follows.

10th May 2011
NEW PARK FOR STOCKINGWOOD WELL
The open space referred to is to be landscaped to a plan agreed by the developer with the Council and in compliance with the grant of permission for the housing development generally.  A meeting with the developer and his agents has been arranged to progress this matter and it is hoped that agreement can be reached to enable work on the open space to proceed in the current season.” 
14th June 2011
The following report under Headed Item No 3 was presented to the meeting of the Rathfarnham Area Committee on the 10th May 2011 

“NEW PARK FOR STOCKINGWOOD WELL
The open space referred to is to be landscaped to a plan agreed by the developer with the Council and in compliance with the grant of permission for the housing development generally.  A meeting with the developer and his agents has been arranged to progress this matter and it is hoped that agreement can be reached to enable work on the open space to proceed in the current season.” 
A meeting was recently held with the developer as indicated in the report. Arising from that meeting and an examination of the relevant planning files it is now evident that the development of the open space is not just a matter for one developer but should ideally be a combined operation involving a number of developers.  

The open space referred to is to be landscaped to a plan agreed by the developers with the Council and in compliance with the grants of permission for the housing developments within the Ballycullen – Oldcourt Action Area Plan agreed with the Council. 

It is not practical or desirable to have each developer undertake the landscaping of their own separate area of responsibility, since a piecemeal development could result in areas of discontinuity between the existing park at Woodstown and the open space arising from developments within the Area Plan.  Therefore, the Council is endeavouring to have one developer assume overall responsibility for the entire development and with the associated costs apportioned amongst each under an agreed arrangement.

 A meeting with one of the developers and his agents has been arranged to progress this matter and it is hoped that agreement can be reached with this developer and the other parties to enable work on the open space to proceed in the current season. 

 A map showing the location and extent of the open space in question is attached.

Update
As legal issues have arisen regarding land transfer issues during the discussions with the Developer, the matter has been referred to the Council’s Law Agent. The Elected Members will be informed in relation to progress in this regard. In the meantime, the Council will continue to engage with the developers with the objective of agreeing an overall landscape plan for the open space.” 

Following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave and J. Lahart, Mr. Hannon responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
R/503/11 NEW WORKS 

HEADED ITEM (4): 






  Item ID: 29735 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
R/504/11 CORRESPONDNCE
CORRESPONDENCE (1): 





Item ID: 29736 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
R/505/11 Cathaoirleach's Business

MOTION (1): 







Item ID: 29759 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
Environment

R/506/11 Questions 

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Question number 3 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

R/507/11 ‘NO DOG FOULING’ SIGNS KILVERE ESTATE

QUESTION (3):
 Councillor J. Lahart  



Item ID: 29855 

"To ask the Manager to provide 'No Dog Fouling' signs at the Open Space in Kilvere Estate, Butterfield Avenue?"
REPLY:
Kilvere Estate has been added to the Dog Fouling database.  The Dog Wardens are currently stencilling dog fouling signs at the entrances to the Council's main parklands.  On completion of the parks in the County and weather permitting, entrances to open spaces in estates will be stencilled where appropriate.

R/508/11 COUNCIL'S MEASURES/PLAN TO ADDRESS HEAVY SNOW & RAINFALL IN THE RATHFARNHAM AREA

HEADED ITEM (5): 






Item ID: 29770 
Mr. L. Magee, Senior Engineer, presented the following report:-

“COUNCIL'S MEASURES/PLAN TO ADDRESS HEAVY SNOW & RAINFALL IN THE RATHFARNHAM AREA
Update on the preparation of Flood Emergency and Severe Weather Plans
 

A Framework for Major Emergency Management – Background.
 The Framework for Major Emergency Management has been in place since 2006, following a review of the previous Framework for Co-ordinated Response to Major Emergency which had been in existence since 1984. 

The new Framework was prepared under the aegis of the Inter-Departmental Committee on Major Emergencies, and has been approved by Government decision. The Framework was drafted by an inter-agency Review Working Group made up of representatives of An Garda Síochána, the Health Service Executive and the Local Authorities. The Review Working Group was chaired and supported by the DoEHLG.  An Garda Síochána, the Health Service Executive and the Local Authorities are the agencies charged with managing the response to emergency situations which arise either locally or regionally. They provide and operate Ireland’s principal emergency services, which respond to emergencies on a daily basis. 

 In general, the response will be initiated by the three principal emergency services, which deal with “normal” emergencies as part of their every-day work. The principal emergency services have protocols and procedures in place to support their work at a range of events, from small, routine occurrences to large-scale incidents.  The Framework sets out arrangements which will facilitate the principal emergency services in scaling-up the response required, so as to utilise the full resources of the principal response agencies, and to work together in the management of large-scale incidents. The Framework also provides mechanisms for linking the work of the principal response agencies with those at other levels of Government.

 The Framework sets out arrangements by which other services, such as the Defence Forces, voluntary emergency services, utilities, transport companies, industrial and  other participants, and not least the communities affected, can support and work with the principal response agencies in reacting to and managing major emergencies. The Framework provides guidance for bodies/agencies, which are involved in different aspects of emergency management on how they should interact with the principal response agencies. This is especially important to those who are required to prepare emergency plans (such as site or event specific plans for SEVESO sites, airports,  ports, major sports events, etc.). Where such plans involve the principal response agencies, the Framework defines how they will respond and operate at such sites or events.

Scope of the Framework
 The Framework is designed primarily to provide for the protection, support and welfare of the public in times of emergency. Effective arrangements to ensure public safety in times of emergency also have the benefit of helping to safeguard the environment, the  economy, infrastructure and property. The Framework sets out to achieve this by –

· setting out specific requirements and uniform procedures in relation to those matters which can be standardised nationally, including the declaration of a major emergency, allocation of functions and responsibilities between the agencies, command and control of operations and inter-agency co-ordination arrangements  

· mobilising, controlling and making the best use of available resources for response at local, regional, national and international level, as appropriate  

· setting out and allocating responsibility for ensuring that appropriate inter-agency co-ordination arrangements are developed and in place at local and regional level for effective co-ordination of individual response efforts to major emergencies, so that the combined result is greater than the sum of their individual efforts  

· providing common terminology to facilitate co-ordinated and safe working  

· identifying and prioritising risks so as to ensure that existing services are prepared and equipped to deal with a range of realistic potential emergencies;  

· underpinning collective preparedness by the principal response agencies so as to ensure a prompt and effective co-ordinated response by them to a major emergency, and  

· ensuring that downstream crises/consequences arising from an emergency are managed effectively.

 While the Framework sets out common arrangements, it also recognises the need for a flexible approach and that the response of the agencies will need to take account of the unique factors involved in each emergency situation.

The Framework provides for an overall, combined response as soon as a major emergency is declared. Any one of the principal response agencies may declare a major emergency and the mobilisation procedures of the Major Emergency Plans of the three relevant agencies will be activated immediately they are notified of the declaration. The Major Emergency Plan of each agency sets out that agency’s response, as well as its contribution to the combined response of all agencies. The functions and responsibilities of each agency are set out in the Framework so as to ensure that the response to a major emergency is both comprehensive and co-ordinated.

The Framework does not and is not intended to address the detailed response procedures of the relevant agencies in relation to specific incidents or hazards. However, it identifies where such procedures are required and it is expected that each of the agencies will review or develop its own procedures and arrangements on which the response of that agency will be built. Such procedures should be consistent with the provisions of the Framework. The Framework deals with major emergencies which may occur in Ireland. However, an emergency occurring near the border with Northern Ireland could impact across the border and vice versa. In such a situation, effective information sharing and co-ordination with corresponding response services in Northern Ireland are required. The Framework is intended to support and enhance the existing liaison and co-operation between the principal response agencies in border areas.

 There are a number of potential emergencies which if they occur are most likely to be on a national scale – including nuclear accidents, infectious disease outbreaks (e.g. smallpox, influenza pandemic) or outbreaks of animal disease (e.g. foot and mouth, avian flu). In contrast with major emergencies, the characteristics of these emergencies may include being non-site specific and occurring over an extended time period. In these situations the relevant national emergency plan will be activated by the Lead Government Department or the appropriate national body. The co-ordination arrangements of local Major Emergency Plans may be activated in support of these National Emergency Plans.

Major Emergency Plans
Since the mid-1980s the principal response agencies have prepared Major Emergency Plans in accordance with a standard framework11, which enables them to respond to incidents that fall within the definition of a major emergency. There is a need to develop this process to meet the requirements of major emergency management set out in the Framework.  The current Framework requires that -

Each principal response agency should prepare an individual Major Emergency Plan which sets out its arrangements to respond to events occurring in, or impacting on, its functional area which require the declaration of a major emergency. The updated Major Emergency Plan should be reviewed annually.
The Framework requires that each principal response agency should prepare its own individual Major Emergency Plan. South Dublin County Council has had an Emergency Plan in place since 2008 which complies with the requirements of the current Framework, and that Plan has been updated most recently in May 2011.  The co-ordination arrangements of the Framework will be common to all agencies and mechanisms for ensuring that common arrangements are included in each Major Emergency Plan are set out in the Framework.  The Framework requires that -

The Major Emergency Plan of each individual agency should be consistent with the arrangements set out in the Framework, should contain the section headings set out below and should conform with the further guidance in A Guide to Preparing a Major Emergency Plan.
This is to facilitate checking for inter-agency operability, as well as ensuring that the common arrangements to facilitate co-operation and co-ordination are included in all Major Emergency Plans. While elements will be common to all Major Emergency Plans, each plan should be developed/written from the individual principal response agency’s perspective, setting out how it should perform its functions and how it should work with its partner principal response agencies and others in the response.  The Framework sets out the section headings that should be included in all Major Emergency Plans.  The Framework requires that -

Each principal response agency’s individual Major Emergency Plan should be reviewed for inter-operability with the plans of its partner principal response agencies and for consistency with the Framework by the relevant Regional Steering Group on Major Emergency Management. Any issues arising from this review should be referred back to the principal response agency for appropriate action. In case of disagreement, which is not resolved by local discussion, the National Steering Group should be consulted and should decide the issue.
Sub Plans to the Major Emergency Plan
Each principal response agency needs to consider how it will perform the functions assigned to it by the Framework. As functions assigned reflect the normal competencies of the principal response agencies, the working arrangements may already be developed at local, regional or national level and the appropriate resources may already be in place. To ensure that all aspects are covered the Framework recommends that –

Each principal response agency should revise/update and develop as necessary its Sub-Plans to enable its different sections and services to perform the functions assigned to the agency by the Framework. The full list of Sub-Plans should be listed in an Appendix to the Major Emergency Plan.
Severe Weather Plans
Severe weather emergencies may involve significant threats to infrastructure and support may be required for vulnerable sections of the community. Section 5.4.2 and Appendix F7 of the Framework provide that Local Authorities are the lead agency for co-ordinating the response to severe weather events. Arrangements put in place by Met Éireann to issue public service severe weather warnings to the Local Authorities are set out in Appendix F6 of the Framework. Not all severe weather events will be major emergencies, but the principles and arrangements for co-ordinated response to major emergencies should inform all response to severe weather events. Local Authorities should ensure that effective arrangements are in place to receive and respond promptly to public service severe weather warnings issued by Met Éireann.  It is worth noting that the severe winter weather experienced over a 4 to 5 week period at the end of 2010 did not give rise to the declaration of a major or national emergency, the national coordination arrangements however were activated to coordinate the response to the situation nationally.

The Road Maintenance Dept of South Dublin County Council has in place at present a Winter Maintenance Plan for the treatment of roads in the event of severe weather.  Work is underway at present to review that plan and expand it to address other relevant issues that arise during such an event.   It is proposed that the Winter Maintenance Plan will form the basis of the Severe Weather Plan once a review of that plan has been completed.  The Severe Weather Plan when completed will deal with a wide range of topics such as the maintenance of the public water supply including water conservation issues, actions necessary to ensure the maintenance of services in the County, details of the on the ground response of the Council’s staff and the likely interaction with the other principal response agencies and voluntary services during such an event.  At present there is no guidance available which can be used in the preparation of this type of sub plan, however guidance on the matter is expected to be issued by the national working group on emergency management in the near future.  It is proposed that the Council’s plan will be reviewed and amended now in the absence of that guidance, the plan can be subsequently amended to conform with the guidance if this is necessary.

Flood Emergency Plans
A Flood Emergency Plan (FEP) outlines the roles and responsibilities of all parties to be involved, actions to be taken, coordination arrangements and communication channels to be used prior to, during and after a flood event. The principal parties involved are the PRA’s as designated in the Framework for Major Emergency Management (An Garda Siochana, the Health Service Executive and the Local Authority), support agencies/organisations and local communities. The purpose of planning for flood emergencies is to reduce the risk to health and life and the damage caused by flooding. 

A Flood Emergency Plan is a sub-plan of the Local Authority Major Emergency Plan. Each responding organisation in turn prepares its own Agency Specific Standard Operating Procedure / Standing Operating Guideline (SOP/SOG) or Sub Plan. 

Formalising of the flood response in the form of a Flood Emergency Plan will help to inform all who need to be involved as to the overall response effort, and illustrate what tasks are being carried out by other parties. This has the advantage of ensuring that duplication of tasks will not occur resulting in the uneconomic deployment of resources and avoids gaps in response, i.e. nobody takes responsibility for a necessary action. 

The knowledge and experience of flood response procedures gained by local authority and emergency services staff can be lost when they are absent, move to other posts or retire. Having a flood emergency plan ensures that the experience and lessons learned by current staff can be preserved and drawn upon by being incorporated and recorded in a written format for use by all staff in the future.  The Framework document A Guide to Flood Emergencies recommends that a Flood Emergency Plan should contain the information as listed below.  Much of this is in place at present in different forms, for example some of the information is already contained in the Major Emergency Plan itself.  The flood history and flood mapping records are available in the drainage maintenance section and with the OPW, these are being updated at present following the recent flooding emergency on October 24th.  Safety, Health and Welfare considerations are dealt with in the Council’s safety statement.  All of the relevant information is being reviewed at present and will be updated in the form of a Flood Emergency Plan early in 2012.

INTRODUCTION
AREA OF OPERATION AND FLOOD HISTORY – RISK ASSESSMENT 
Area of Operation

Flood History – Risk assessment

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
FLOOD WARNING STAGES AND ACTION-PLAN 
Flood Warning System

Action Plan

INFORMATION MANAGEMENT AND THE MEDIA
APPENDICES 
Appendix A: List of contacts

Appendix B: Maps

Appendix C: Field Equipment, Facility Resource List, and Main Buildings

Appendix D: Sandbag/Flood-proofing Policy and Procedures

Appendix E: Evacuation & Vulnerability Registers

Appendix F: Incident Report Form & Flood Records

Appendix G: Traffic Management

Appendix H: Recovery& Clean-up Operations

Appendix I: Flood Forecasting & Warning - System Details

Appendix J: Safety, Health and Welfare considerations

Appendix K: Training and Testing of the Flood Plan

Appendix L: Flood Emergency Plan Distribution List

Appendix M: List of Definitions

Appendix N: Public Information

Appendix O: Mutual Aid Agreements with other Agencies

Appendix P: Details of Instructions for Temporary Flood Defences

AGENCY SPECIFIC PROCEDURES
Agency Specific Procedures

Winter Maintenance Plan”
Following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave, J. Lahart, E. Coburn and A.M. Dermody, Mr. Magee responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
R/509/11 NEW WORKS 

HEADED ITEM (6): 






Item ID: 29737 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading

R/510/11 CORRESPONDENCE 

CORRESPONDENCE (2): 





 Item ID: 29738 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading

R/511/11 Cathaoirleach's Business
MOTION (2): 







  Item ID: 29760 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/512/11 TIDY TOWNS - RATHFARNHAM VILLAGE
MOTION (3): 







Item ID: 29856 

It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn:-
"That the Committee supports local traders in Rathfarnham Village in their ambition to participate actively in the Tidy Towns competition by providing for the enforcement of litter infringements; through the efficient and regular emptying of the litter bins in the village which overflow; to weeding the planted/landscaped areas in the village and in assisting traders in the general clean up and maintenance of the village."
The following report by the Manager was READ:-
“Included in the Litter Management Plan is a number of operations and campaigns aimed at reducing the level of littering in the county thereby reducing the resource required to clear up after the offenders.

The litter management programme for the area is summarised as follows:

· Dedicated cleansing staff inspect areas where littering and dumping occur on a regular basis and arrange for prompt removal of same 

· Dedicated litter warden for the Rathfarnham area with specific duties to target the area through routine daily patrols and inspections, including on weekends 

· Road sweeping and gulley cleaning 

· Continued expansion of the network of litter bins in this area 

· Additional resources to be regularly deployed to these areas by the Operations Unit Management as required. These resources undertake litter picking of public open spaces and within residential areas.

There are also several initiatives geared towards individual, organisational and community involvement in tackling litter problems and the Council's Environmental Department is continuing to work on approaches which engage the communities in a positive way with their environment. During recent budget processes, there has been an emphasis on targeting resources to maximise impact and the development of an approach which acknowledges the works undertaken by individuals and groups and encourages them to continue their work.  It should be noted that whilst the Council cannot lead this Tidy Towns initiative, it will assist in the same way as it provides assistance to other tidy town groups within the county.”

Ms. D. Lakes, Senior Executive Engineer, presented the report.  Following contributions from Councillors J. Lahart, P. Cosgrave and E. Coburn, Ms. Lakes responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED. 

Development & Water Services

R/513/11 Questions 

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Question numbers 4-7 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

R/514/11 RECENT FLOODING REPAIR WORKS IN RATHFARNHAM

QUESTION (4): 
Councillor E. Coburn  


Item ID: 29835 

"To ask the Manager for a progress report on the status of repair works in all of the estates in the Rathfarnham Ward impacted by the recent flooding?"
REPLY:
First it should be noted that all estates in the Rathfarnham Ward where flooding occurred on the 26th of October 2011 have had their gullys cleaned out and roads swept and in some cases the surface water sewers flushed and jetted. Sandbags have also been delivered to Woodview Cottages, Castlefield Way and Grove and the bottom end of Glenvara Estate. Some tree roots have been removed from the surface water sewer at Aranleigh Court and a CCTV survey of the whole estate was undertaken. It shows that remedial work is required at the end of Aranleigh Court and in the green area at the other side of the wall at this hammerhead. This will be done before Christmas. Work has also been undertaken in the Knocklyon area where a damaged foul sewer pipe has been repaired and a manhole built at Mount Carmel Cottages, deficiencies in the surface water at Homeville were rectified and three lockable covers were put on surface water manholes in Castlefield Way.

R/515/11 CAUSE OF FLOODING IN ARANLEIGH 

QUESTION (5): Councillor A.M. Dermody 


 Item ID: 29867 

"To ask the Manager to provide an up todate account as to the progress being made in identifying the cause of the flooding in the Aranleigh estate on the 24th of October 2011 and to ask for an account as to what measures have been taken by the Council to eliminate/reduce the likelihood of a repeat of such flooding going forward?"
REPLY:
The causing of the flooding in Aranleigh Estate would seem to be blockages in the surface water sewer at the end of the cul de sac in Aranleigh Court and in the green area at the other side of the wall at the end of this cul de sac. A pipe in this area was dug out and tree roots removed but this only partly improved flows in this pipeline. A CCTV Survey of all the surface water pipes in the estate was then undertaken. The survey indicated that the surface water pipe network was fine except in the same area indicated above where there seems to be more tree roots that need clearing and a partly collapsed pipe. All remedial work required on the pipeline at the Aranleigh Court cul de sac will be undertaken shortly and will be completed by Christmas.

R/516/11 FLOOD RELIEF FOR RATHFARNHAM
QUESTION (6): Councillor A.M. Dermody  


Item ID: 29868 

"To ask the Manager for an up to date briefing on the availability or otherwise of flood relief to help in the cost of dealing with flood damage in the Rathfarnham/Knocklyon area?"
REPLY:
The Drainage Section has had a number of meetings with the OPW and has indicated to them the areas in the Rathfarnham/ Knocklyon areas where flood remedial works are required. We have brought to their attention the Glenbrook Footbridge, Woodview Cottage, 15 to 23 (odd) Butterfield Avenue and the problems at Castlefield and Glenvara Estates.  These jobs will be priced shortly after a Consultant's report in the case of Butterfield Avenue and funding under the OPW Minor Works Scheme will be sought.

R/517/11 SANDBAGS FOR GLENVARA PARK

QUESTION (7): Councillor J. Lahart 



Item ID: 29233 

"To ask the Manager to contact the Residents at the cul de sac in Glenvara Park with a view to providing sandbags to assist them in securing their properties against flooding?"
REPLY:
Sandbags were supplied to the Residents in the cul de sac at the bottom of Glenvara Park on Friday, 2nd of December 2011.

R/518/11 Update on disposal of plot of land between 34A Moyville and Palmer Park, Rathfarnham
HEADED ITEM (7):






  Item ID: 29887 
Ms. M. Kelly, Administrative Officer, presented the following report:-

“Update on disposal of plot of land between 34A Moyville and Palmer Park, Rathfarnham.
The Council at its meeting held on 8th March 2010 approved the disposal of a strip of land adjacent to the property at 34A Moyville Estate to the respective houseowners, up to the extent of its ownership with the boundaries of the properties at 40-47 Palmer Park.  Following discussions at previous meetings of the Area Committee, the disposal of the plot of land in question was deferred as the owners of 34A Moyville had not submitted their proposals to comply with enforcement proceedings issued by the Council’s Planning Department and to deal with the rectification and re-instatement of the boundary with the Palmer Park properties and in particular No. 45 Palmer Park and also provision of suitable treatment to prevent an overspill of surface water onto the Palmer Park properties.

A submission has now been made to the Council by a Consulting Engineer, engaged by the applicants, outlining measures to be taken to address the issues raised in the enforcement notice and confirming that discussions have been held with local residents and local Councillors to resolve any outstanding issues. It is understood that some of the works have since been undertaken. The Consulting Engineer on behalf of the applicants has now requested the Council to proceed with the disposal of the strip of land adjacent to the property in order that the boundary treatment can be finalised and the remainder of the works agreed, can be completed.

It is now proposed that the Council re-instate the offer to dispose of the strip of land adjacent to 34A Moyville Estate to the respective houseowners, Ciaran and Valerie Murray and to proceed with the disposal in accordance with the terms previously approved by the Council at its meeting held on 8th March 2010, Minute No. H7C)/0310 refers.”

MAP
Following a contribution from Councillor P. Cosgrave, Ms. Kelly responded to queries raised. The Committee recommended that the Council proceed with the disposal of the plot of land between 34A Moyville and Palmer Park, Rathfarnham.
R/519/11 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (8): 






 Item ID: 29758 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading 

R/520/11 CORRESPONDENCE

CORRESPONDENCE (3): 





 Item ID: 29740 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
R/521/11 Cathaoirleach's Business

MOTION (4): 







 Item ID: 29761 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/522/11 UPDATE ON FLOODING IN CASTLEFIELD MANOR, ARANLEIGH, KNOCKLYON AVENUE, GLENVARA & WOODVIEW COTTAGES
MOTION (5):







 Item ID: 29858 
It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:- 

"That the Manager outline all steps, including meetings with local residents representatives, engineering works and drainage works, investigations and follow-up in the context of the floodings of private homes which took place recently in Castlefield Manor, Aranleigh, Knocklyon Avenue, Glenvara, Woodview Cottages and Knocklyon Avenue."
The following report by the Manager was READ:-
“The Senior Engineer in the Drainage Section met with two members of the Castlefield, Glenvara, and Glenlyon Storm Drainage Committee on Monday, 28th of November 2011, and outlined to them the works already undertaken in their area and the planned future works. The works already undertaken includes:- 1. Delivered sandbags to households on Castlefield Way, Castlefield Grove and bottom of Glenvara Estate. 2. Replaced three manhole covers with lockable covers and frames on Castlefield Way. 3. Cleaned out all road gulleys in the areas where flooding took place. 4. Cleaned all roads with a Roadsweeper truck and removed all debris. 5. Connected road gulleys to the surface water sewer at Homeville Court. and 6. Built a new manhole on the foul sewer which had been damaged on the green area at Mount Carmel Cottages. Future works promised was the commencement of a CCTV Survey to check for blockages and then to review the sewer capacity depending on the CCTV Survey results.

The cause of the flooding in Aranleigh Estate would seem to be blockages in the surface water sewer at the end of the cul de sac in Aranleigh Court and in the green area at the other side of the wall at the end of this cul de sac. A pipe in this area was dug out and tree roots removed but this only partly improved flows in this pipeline. A CCTV Survey of all the surface water pipes in the estate was then undertaken. The survey indicated that the surface water pipe network was fine except in the same area indicated above where there seems to be more tree roots that need clearing and a partly collapsed pipe. All remedial work required on the pipeline at the Aranleigh Court cul de sac will be undertaken shortly and will be completed by Christmas.

The Drainage Section has had a number of meetings with the OPW and has indicated to them the areas in the Rathfarnham/ Knocklyon areas where flood remedial works are required. We have brought to their attention the Glenbrook Footbridge, Woodview Cottage, 15 to 23 (odd) Butterfield Avenue and the problems at Castlefield and Glenvara Estates.  These jobs will be priced shortly after a Consultant's report in the case of Butterfield Avenue and funding under the OPW Minor Works Scheme will be sought.”

It was AGREED to take Motion (6) in conjunction with this item.
MOTION (6): 







Item ID: 29859 

It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:-
"That the Manager ensures that drainage engineers call to (addresses supplied) to witness the damage caused by two overflowing sewers outside the house and to report on what steps will be taken to remediate the problem."
The following report by the Manager was READ:-
“The Drainage Section has been unable to contact anybody at the address supplied in Knocklyon Avenue but a card has been left with SDCC contact details.  Work was carried out near this location on the sewers a number of years ago and since that time this is the first flooding incident of note.  The Drainage Section feel that this incident was a once off due to the intensity of rainfall over a short period on the 26th October 2011 and is unlikely to reoccur.”

Mr. D. Finch, Senior Engineer, presented the reports.  Following contributions from Councillors J. Lahart and P. Cosgrave, Mr. Finch responded to queries rasied and the reports were NOTED.

Roads

R/523/11 Questions 

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Question numbers 8-16 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

R/524/11 PEDESTRIAN LIGHTS TEMPLEROAN WAY

QUESTION (8): Councillor E. Coburn  



Item ID: 29829 

"To ask the Manager to detail the activation date for the Pedestrian Lights at the top of Templeroan Way off the Ballyboden Way Roundabout?"
REPLY:
The Signals in question are awaiting connection to the ESB Network and will be switched on by 15th December, 2011.

R/525/11 TRAFFIC LIGHTS STOCKING LANE/SCHOLARSTOWN ROAD & SCHOLARSTOWN ROAD/EDMONSTOWN ROAD
QUESTION (9): Councillor E. Coburn  



Item ID: 29831 

"To ask the Manager to detail the activation date for the traffic lights at Stocking Lane/ Scholarstown Road and Scholarstown Road /Edmonstown Road?"
REPLY: 

It is anticipated that the lights will be switched on by 14th December, 2011.

R/526/11 TIMELINE OF BORD GAIS WORKS KNOCKLYON ROAD

QUESTION (10): Councillor E. Coburn  


Item ID: 29832 

"To ask the Manager to outline the planned timeline for completion of the Bord Gais upgrade works along the Knocklyon Road and Firhouse Road?"
REPLY:
Bord Gais expect to have the work completed by the end of December 2011.

R/527/11 SPEED RAMPS MARIAN ROAD

QUESTION (11): Councillor P. Cosgrave  


Item ID: 29611 

"To ask the Manager to give a report on the speed ramps on Marian Road. The ramps are in need of renewal. At the recent A.G.M. of the Butterfield District Residents Association a request was made for their complete removal. Could the association be contacted to discuss the problem?
REPLY:
In 2006 following extensive public consultation the Council installed traffic calming measures in the Butterfield area of Rathfarnham.  This scheme included the installation of a number of traffic calming ramps on Marian Road.  These measures were provided to combat the issue of speeding in the area.  

Temporary repairs have been carried out on the Marian Road ramps.  However, the renewal of the ramps have been included on the Area Engineer's programme for 2012. 

R/528/11 SEAT FOR BUS SHELTER FIRHOUSE ROAD CITY BOUND 
QUESTION (12): Councillor P. Cosgrave  


Item ID: 29614 

"To ask the Manager to write a letter to Dublin Bus to request that a seat be installed to the Bus shelter at the city bound end of the Firhouse Road at the junction of Ballyroan Road and Old Bridge Road?"
REPLY: 

When the question is approved the matter will be referred to Bus Atha Cliath and when a reply is received the Committee will be informed.

R/529/11 PAY & DISPLAY RATHFARNHAM VILLAGE

QUESTION (13): Councillor A.M. Dermody  

Item ID: 29869 

"To ask the Manager if he would support the view of Traders in the Rathfarnham village that strict enforcement of pay and display parking in the village is killing trade and that the Manager  accede to the request of traders in the village to visibly display signage that shows that there is no charge for parking for the first 10 minutes and to ask the Manager for a comparison in the revenue generated from traders in the village during the “boom years” as against the revenue generated during the “bust years” and lastly a comparison between the revenue generated from pay and display parking in comparison with revenue generated from rates paid by traders for the same period?" 
REPLY:
Information signs which state, bi-lingually, “Drivers, please purchase and display a parking ticket within 10 minutes of arrival. Failure to display a parking ticket may result in a fine” are now under installation in Rathfarnham as previously agreed. There has never been a ‘free period’ however the 10 minute period is a “grace period” which is applied generally to allow those persons who might arrive at a pay station without the correct or any change to obtain some and pay for their parking. It is also likely that drivers might avail of this “grace period” to carry out their business but the onus is always on them to ensure that they have paid for their parking and they cannot then complain if they take a chance and avail of this “grace period” only to then overstay the grace period and incur a fine. 

It should also be noted that in a number of cases, business premises have erected signs in their windows stating that the “first 10 minutes parking (is) free”. The Council has not objected to these signs being erected even though they are not factually correct. The Council is not responsible for and does not agree with such misleading signage.

All wardens allow the 10 minute grace period. If anyone feels that they have been unfairly treated by the actions of a warden, it is, of course, open to them to bring the facts of the matter directly to the attention of the Parking Unit in the Council.

The provision of pay and display parking is a mechanism to regulate the use of parking space to ensure maximum turnover of parking in the village to facilitate the commercial activities of the village and limit the all day parking which would hinder that.  

Not withstanding the above, it is noted that the parking areas in Rathfarnham are consistently well used with an appropriate number of free spaces to give a high level of certainty for parking space availability. The correct management of parking can only seek to ensure that the maximum use is made of the limited space available for parking. The consequential commercial dividend is beyond the scope of the parking operation. To ensure the maximum use occurs a tariff is placed on access to critical parking space on Main Street and thereby it is protected from economically low value parking. The tariff charged also encompasses the administration of the controlled parking operation. Prior to the introduction of controlled parking when essentially free parking existed extensive pressure existed for reform.

The rates received by the Council are provided below. 

Rathfarnham Main Street addresses

	Year
	 Rates Due ( incl arrears ) 
	Rates Paid

	2007
	 €                     662,881.38 
	 €             487,485.52 

	 
	 
	 

	2008
	 €                     668,028.11 
	 €             530,570.17 

	 
	 
	 

	2009
	 €                     611,996.62 
	 €             409,276.68 

	 
	 
	 

	2010
	 €                     661,784.57 
	 €             473,959.89 

	 
	 
	 

	2011
	 €                     642,181.62 
	 €             325,602.38 


R/530/11 PEDESTRIAN LIGHTS STOCKING LANE/SCHOLARSTOWN ROAD

QUESTION (14): Councillor J. Lahart  


Item ID: 29242 

"To ask the Manager to ensure that the pedestrian lights at Stocking Lane/Scholarstown Road are installed without delay?"
REPLY:
The signals at Scholarstown Road/ Stocking Lane are awaiting connection to the ESB Network and will be switched on by 14th December 2011.

R/531/11 TRAFFIC LIGHTS SCHOLARSTOWN ROAD/EDMONDSTOWN ROAD
QUESTION (15): Councillor J. Lahart  


Item ID: 29853 

"To ask the Manager when the traffic lights at Scholarstown Road and Edmondstown Road will be switched on and to ask the Manager to monitor traffic build-up from the junction of Scholarstown Road to the roundabout at Taylor's Lane during peak hours?"
REPLY:
The signals at Edmondstown Road/ Scholarstown Road are awaiting connection to the ESB network and will be switched on by 14th December, 2011.  The operation of the signals will be monitored.

R/532/11 DUBLIN BUS PARKING BALLYBODEN WAY

QUESTION (16): Councillor J. Lahart  


Item ID: 29854 

"To ask the Manager to request Dublin Bus to request their drivers to desist from their practice of parking on Ballyboden Way in advance of commencing their route as, at peak times it is leading to siginifcant traffic buildup and tail backs?"
REPLY:
When the question is approved, the matter will be brought to the attention of Dublin Bus and the Committee will be informed of the outcome.

R/533/11 Proposed Declaration of Roads to be Public Roads 

HEADED ITEM (9): 






  Item ID: 29741 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/534/11 NEW WORKS 

HEADED ITEM (10): 






  Item ID: 29742 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
R/535/11 CORRESPONDENCE

CORRESPONDENCE (4): 





  Item ID: 29743 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
R/536/11 REPAINTING OF DOUBLE YELLOW LINES AT SIDE OF SUPERVALUE SHOP ORCHARDSTOWN AVENUE
MOTION (7): Cathaoirleach's Business


Item ID: 29612 
It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn:-
"That the Manager have the double yellow lines repainted at the side of the Supervalue Shop at Orchardstown Avenue to stop illegal parking and could "No Parking" signs be placed at this location. The Butterfield district residents association are willing to pay for the signs."
The following report by the Manager was READ:-
“The Double Yellow Lines at this location have been re-painted.  The location of "No Parking" signs will be discussed with the Residents.”
Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer, presented the report.  Following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave, J. Lahart, A.M. Dermody and E. Coburn, Mr. Murphy responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

R/537/11 PAY & DISPLAY RATHFARNHAM VILLAGE
MOTION (8): 







Item ID: 29852 

It was proposed by Councillor E. Coburn, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:-
"That this Committee discuss with the aid of a report the pay and display traffic management in Rathfarnham village including fines issued and in particular the 10 minute grace period operated by the Traffic warden."
 The following report by the Manager was READ:-
“Information signs which state, bi-lingually, “Drivers, please purchase and display a parking ticket within 10 minutes of arrival. Failure to display a parking ticket may result in a fine” are now under installation in Rathfarnham as previously agreed. There has never been a ‘free period’ however the 10 minute period is a “grace period” which is applied generally to allow those persons who might arrive at a pay station without the correct or any change to obtain some and pay for their parking. It is also likely that drivers might avail of this “grace period” to carry out their business but the onus is always on them to ensure that they have paid for their parking and they cannot then complain if they take a chance and avail of this “grace period” only to then overstay the grace period and incur a fine. 

It should also be noted that in a number of cases, business premises have erected signs in their windows stating that the “first 10 minutes parking (is) free”. The Council has not objected to these signs being erected even though they are not factually correct. The Council is not responsible for and does not agree with such misleading signage.

All wardens allow the 10 minute grace period. If anyone feels that they have been unfairly treated by the actions of a warden, it is, of course, open to them to bring the facts of the matter directly to the attention of the Parking Unit in the Council.”

It was AGREED to take Motion (9) in conjunction with this item.

MOTION (9): 







Item ID: 29857
It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn:-  
"That the Manager accede to the reasonable request of traders in Rathfarnham Village that the parking meters and parking meter signage carry notice specifically stating that the first ten minutes of parking are free to those who park their cars in the village as this is not being adhered to by the traffic wardens contracted by this local authority."
The following report by the Manager was READ:-
“Information signs which state, bi-lingually, “Drivers, please purchase and display a parking ticket within 10 minutes of arrival. Failure to display a parking ticket may result in a fine” are now under installation in Rathfarnham as previously agreed. There has never been a ‘free period’ however the 10 minute period is a “grace period” which is applied generally to allow those persons who might arrive at a pay station without the correct or any change to obtain some and pay for their parking. It is also likely that drivers might avail of this “grace period” to carry out their business but the onus is always on them to ensure that they have paid for their parking and they cannot then complain if they take a chance and avail of this “grace period” only to then overstay the grace period and incur a fine. 

It should also be noted that in a number of cases, business premises have erected signs in their windows stating that the “first 10 minutes parking (is) free”. The Council has not objected to these signs being erected even though they are not factually correct. The Council is not responsible for and does not agree with such misleading signage.

All wardens allow the 10 minute grace period. If anyone feels that they have been unfairly treated by the actions of a warden, it is, of course, open to them to bring the facts of the matter directly to the attention of the Parking Unit in the Council.”

Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer, presented the reports.  Following contributions from Councillors E. Coburn, J. Lahart and P. Cosgrave, Mr. Murphy responded to queries raised and the reports were NOTED.

R/538/11 BROKEN  & DAMAGED FOOTPATHS FAIRWAYS ESTATE

MOTION (10): 







Item ID: 29613 

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:-
"That the Manager undertake a survey of the broken and damaged footpaths and road at Fairways Estate to see what works program needs to be put in place for their repairs."
The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:-
“The paths in the Fairways Estate will be inspected by maintenance staff and any necessary repairs will be included in the Area Engineer's programme for 2012.”

Planning

R/539/11 Questions 

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Question numbers 17-19 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

R/540/11 FOOT & CYCLE PATH DARGLE WOOD

QUESTION (17): Councillor E. Coburn  


Item ID: 29833 

"To ask the Manager for an update on the foot and cycle path works at Dargle Wood?"
REPLY:
Work on the footpath and cycle path project at Dargle Wood is on-going. Fortunately despite the late start, the reasonably good weather to date has ensured the work is progressing. The Parks Dept is working on site in such a way as to not overly disturb the surrounding areas and are working off the footpath as they go along. If dry weather continues, the majority of the dig out and hardcore should be completed this year with final finishes early next year. A design for the existing entrances into Dargle Wood has been done and discussed with nearest local residents and the residents association, in terms of trying to secure the open space as much as possible and the proposals should help improve the existing situation for residents adjacent to the open space. 

R/541/11 EXTENSION/ALTERATIONS - SANCTA MARIA COLLEGE

QUESTION (18): Councillor A.M. Dermody  

Item ID: 29870 

"To ask that the planning file be requested REF. SD11A0254 - EXTENSION/ALTERATIONS TO SANCTA MARIA COLLEGE and to ask the Manager for a progress report on that application?"
REPLY:
At the time of reporting this application is still under consideration and no decision has, as yet, been made.  A decision is due on this application on or before the 14th of December next.

R/542/11 PERMEABILITY STUDY AT DARGLE WOOD

QUESTION (19): Councillor J. Lahart  


Item ID: 29243 
"To ask the Manager to outline what public notification and information gathering methods were used in the Permeability Study at Dargle Wood?"
REPLY:
A ‘Local Permeability Report’ (Community Walking and Cycling Links) was presented and noted at the Rathfarnham ACM of the 14th of June 2011.  Funding for the Projects was approved by the NTA in September 2011.  On the 17th of October 2011 an Information Leaflet was circulated to households in the vicinity of Knocklyon to describe the project and to inform of the works commencing. The leaflet gave contact details whereby the public could contact the Travel Smart Team by phone or email to gain further information or make comment. A Travel Smart Survey was also included in the leaflet drop. The Travel Smart Survey was intended to gauge opinion on walking and cycling habits and get some feedback on the proposed link. The Travel Smart Survey was returnable by post and a facility was put in place whereby people could fill in the survey on-line. During the period before the project commenced on site, officials met with public representatives, representatives of the Residents Association in Dargle Wood / Scholarstown Park and also attended a public meeting to provide further information for residents of Dargle Wood / Scholarstown Park. In addition e-mails, phone calls and meetings with individual members of the public were received and responded to.

R/543/11 Planning Files

HEADED ITEM (11): 






Item ID: 29744 

A. Large applications under consideration 

FILE DISCUSSED:


SD11A/0254

LOCATION:
Sancta Maria College, Ballyroan, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16
COMMENTS:
The Members were highly displeased that a decision had been made on this application prior to the Area Committee Meeting taking place.
B. Files requested by members 
FILE DISCUSSED:


SD11A/0254

LOCATION:
Sancta Maria College, Ballyroan, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16
COMMENTS:
The Members were highly displeased that a decision had been made on this application prior to the Area Committee Meeting taking place.
R/544/11 NEW WORKS 

HEADED ITEM (12): 






Item ID: 29745 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/545/11 CORRESPONDENCE
CORRESPONDENCE (5):





Item ID: 29746 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/546/11 ENDANGERMENT NOTICE FOR BALLYROAN LODGE
MOTION (11): 
Cathaoirleach's Business


Item ID: 29610 
It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave seconded by Councillor  

"That the Manager give an update on the progress of the enforcement notice sent to the owner of the protected structure Ballyroan Lodge, Ballyroan and could the Manager give a report of the condition of the lodge and what works need to be done to restore the lodge."

The following report by the Manager was READ:-
“The Councils Conservation Officer carried out a site inspection on 21st October 2011 and on foot of this inspection the Conservation Officer completed a formal report requesting that the reputed owner of the property be served with a Section 59 Endangerment Notice under Part IV of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as it is considered that the Protected Structure is not being safeguarded.  A Section 59 Notice dated 8th December 2011 has been served on the landowner.

In the immediate term the main priortiy is to secure the structure insuring there is no unauthorised access and damage to the structure as a result of anti-social behaviour.   From a visual inspection there is localised remedial repair works required to the roof of the structure this will ensure that no direct damage is caused from water ingress.  The Conservation Officer has recommended under the notice that all opes are to be blocked up preventing unauthorised access and that remedial repair works are to be carried out and any slipped or missing slates are to be repaired or replaced like with like.  A full condition survey would be required of both the exterior and interior of the structure to ascertain the extent of the necessary works to restore the structure.  Under the Section 59 Endangerment Notice  urgent works that are required to safeguard the structure from further endangerment are detailed as the works required by the owner and failure to carry out those works under the appropriate timeframe provided under Part IV of the Planning and Development Act 2000 may lead to Enforcement Action being taken.  

A Section 59 Notice dated 8th December 2011 has been served on the landowner.

The Conservation Officer will continue to monitor the situation as appropriate.”

Mr. N. O’Byrne, Senior Planner, presented the report.  Following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave and J. Lahart, Mr. O’Byrne responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
Corporate Services & Libraries

R/547/11 Questions 

It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:
“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Question number 20 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

R/548/11 NOISE IN RELATION TO WORKS ON THE BALLYROAN LIBRARY

QUESTION (20): Councillor P. Cosgrave 


 Item ID: 29615 

"To ask the Manager to request that the builder of the new Ballyroan Library leaflet the local residents when works causing noise are to begin?"
REPLY:
The County Librarian raised this issue with Box Architecture and the project contractors MDY Construction. From their references it appears that MDY contractors have an excellent reputation in dealing with residents in homes adjoining building sites and they strive to work within best industry practise and regulatory requirements at all times. Their Control of Noise Plan for Ballyroan Library is included in the Project Health and Safety Plan which has been circulated to the elected members as has a letter from the contractors in response to Cllr Cosgrave’s question. Works on the Ballyroan site are restricted to 8am – 6pm Monday to Friday and 9am – 1pm on Saturdays. MDY have committed to carrying out intermittent noise monitoring to confirm compliance with recommended levels. They have undertaken to do everything practicable to reduce noise on the site although this may not always be possible during the construction period. There will be no works on site over the Christmas period from the 22nd December – 2nd January 2012.

The contractors have proposed to erect signage at the site hoarding during times when noise levels are likely to be elevated rather than leaflet distribution as they feel this is more appropriate to the nature of works on a construction site. There is also the possibility that leaflets are treated as junk mail and go unnoticed straight to recycling.

The act of construction is complex but it is hoped that with the contractors regulations and protocols in place disruption to local residents will be minimised. The County Librarian will liaise on a weekly basis with the project architect Gary Mongey and with Sean Cummins the contracts manager for MDY to ensure that best practise is being observed. The main building works are due for completion by late 2012. 

R/549/11 Library News & Events 

HEADED ITEM (13): 






Item ID: 29747 
The following report was READ and NOTED:-

January 2012

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Ballyroan Hub
	Opening Hours


	Monday – Fridays 10am – 5pm


For further information contact 4941900 or www.southdublinlibraries.ie



 Follow Ballyroan Library on Facebook




 Follow South Dublin Libraries on Facebook




 Follow us on twitter at sdcclibraries and stay in touch

January 2012

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Tallaght
	Adult Book Club New Members always Welcome.

www.tallaghtbookclub.com
	Tuesday 4th January at 6.45pm

	
	Exhibitions - Department of Mechanical Engineering (ITT) Exhibition of Student Work Projects
	9th – 21st January

	
	Orchard Book Club

Ballyroan Book Club
	Monday 9th January at 2.30pm

	
	BRI Support Group Acquired Brain Injury Support Group 
	Monday 9th January at 6pm

	
	Irish Classes
	Starts Tuesday 10th January from 1pm – 2pm

	
	TTRS - Touch Type  Spell 
	Starts Wednesday 11th January from 3pm – 4pm

	
	TTRS - Touch Type  Spell - with clients from St John of Gods
	Starts Wednesday 11th January from 4.30pm – 5pm

	
	Tallaght Historical Society Lecture.  Details to be confirmed
	Thursday 12th January at 6.30pm

	
	“The Saturday Club”

Junior Book Club for 9 – 12 year olds
	Saturday 14th & 28th January at 11am

	
	Tallaght Stroke Support Group - HSE
	Tuesday 17th January from 11am – 1pm

	
	Spanish Classes
	Starts Tuesday 17th January from 6.30 – 7.30pm

	
	English Classes
	Starts Wednesday 18th January

Beginner; 5pm – 6pm

Intermediate; 6pm– 7pm

	
	Home School Liaison Meeting - Junior Home School Liaison Group and Parents
	Wednesday 18th & 25th January at 10am

	
	German Beginners Class
	Starts Thursday 19th January, 7pm – 8pm

	
	Theatre / Playmaking Project with Barbara Coughlan and Artist in Residence Michelle Read workshops for 3rd / 4th Class
	Mondays 23rd & 30th January from 10am – 1pm

	
	Exhibition of Paintings Anthony Maguire
	23rd January – 4th February

	
	Class Visit

Sacred Heart Junior School, Killinarden
	Tuesday 24th January from 10.30am – 12.30noon

	
	Ballyroan Book Club
	Wednesday 25th January at 1pm

	
	Movie Night at Tallaght Library Title to be confirmed All Welcome
	Thursday 26th January at 7pm

	
	Ballyroan Book Club
	Thursday 26th January at 1pm

	
	Computer Training for St. John of Gods Group
	Mondays from 2.30pm – 3.30pm

	
	Storytime for Children
	Tuesdays from 3.30pm



	
	TTRS - Touch Type Read Spell
	Tuesdays from 6.30pm – 8pm

	
	Toddler Time

Nursery rhymes, stories, activities for pre-school children
	Wednesdays from 10.30am

	
	TTRS - Touch Type Read Spell 
	Thursdays from 6.30 – 7.30pm

	
	TTRS - Touch Type Read Spell 
	Fridays from 10am – 11am

	
	Computer Training for St. John of Gods Group
	Fridays from 10am – 12noon

	
	TTRS - Touch Type Read Spell 
	Saturdays from 2pm – 3pm


For further information contact 462 0073 or www.southdublinlibraries.ie



 Follow Tallaght Library on Facebook




 Follow South Dublin Libraries on Facebook




 Follow us on twitter at sdcclibraries and stay in touch

January 2012

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Whitechurch
	Library Opening Hours


	Monday – Thursday 

2pm – 8pm

Saturday 

9.45am – 4.30pm

	
	Knit your own Crib knitters from beginners to advanced welcome.
	Mondays from 2pm – 4pm

	
	Computer class through sign language
	Tuesdays from 6pm – 7.30 pm

	
	Free Legal Advice by appointment telephone 4952020
	Tuesdays at 7pm

	
	Social History Group 


	Thursdays from 2pm – 4pm

	
	Women’s Group


	Starts Monday 26th September at 8 pm


For more information contact 493 0199 or www.southdublinlibraries.ie



 Follow South Dublin Libraries on Facebook




 Follow us on twitter at sdcclibraries and stay in touch

January 2012

	Mobiles
	Events 
	Date

	Rathfarnham
	Public stops 

Ballycullen: Woodstown Park 

Cypress Grove South

Rossmore Road, Templeogue
	Weekly

	
	Book deliveries to Nursing Homes 

Marlay Nursing Home, Rathfarnham
	Monthly

	Tallaght
	Public stops 

Woodlawn Park Ave, Firhouse
Parklands Avenue, Firhouse

Ballycragh: Allenton Drive
Aylesbury: Heatherview Drive
Mac Uilliams Estate, Tallaght

Killinarden Community Centre

Brookfield: Glenshane Drive

Citywest: Shopping Centre

Kilnamanagh: outside school

Kingswood: Sylvan Avenue

Fettercairn, St Anne’s NS

Belgard Heights: outside shops

Keadeen Avenue, Greenhills

Greenhills: outside church
	Weekly

	
	Public stops 

Brittas: Gortlum Cottages

Saggart: outside church

Ard Mor Estate

Avonbeg Road
	Fortnightly

	
	School stops 

Brookfield: Scoil Bhride JNS 

Glenasmole: National School
Scoil Treasa, Firhouse
Saggart: St Mary’s NS

Jobstown: St Thomas’ SN 

Greenhills: St Paul’s JNS

Ballycragh: Holy Rosary NS 

Brittas: St Martins NS
	Monthly

	
	Book deliveries to Community Centres, Tallaght 

St Kevin’s, Kilnamanagh CC

Glenasmole CC

Kiltipper Woods Nursing Home
	Monthly


	
	Book deliveries to Crèches, Tallaght 

An Turas, Jobstown

Brookview, Tallaght

Fledglings Brookfield  CC 

Mac Uilliam Fortunestown 

Cathlin Maud, Killinarden

St Elmo’s, Killinarden

Cnoc Mhuire, Killinarden

Brittas Montessori
	Monthly


For further information contact 459 7834 or www.southdublinlibraries.ie



 Follow South Dublin Mobiles on Facebook




 Follow South Dublin Libraries on Facebook




 Follow us on twitter at sdcclibraries and stay in touch

R/550/11 NEW WORKS 

HEADED ITEM (14): 






Item ID: 29748 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/551/11 CORRESPONDENCE
CORRESPONDENCE (6): 





Item ID: 29749 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/552/11 Cathaoirleach's Business

MOTION (12): 







Item ID: 29764 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
Community

R/553/11 QUESTIONS

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading

R/554/11 Applicants for Grants 

HEADED ITEM (15): 






Item ID: 29750 
Applicants for Grants 
Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF2066
	Ballyroan Community & Youth Centre
	Community Activity Grant (Including Sport Activity)
	18/11/11
	€500


It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grant as recommended in the foregoing report.”
R/555/11 NEW WORKS 

HEADED ITEM (16): 






Item ID: 29751 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/556/11 CORRESPONDENCE
CORRESPONDENCE (7): 





Item ID: 29752 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/557/11 Cathaoirleach's Business

MOTION (13): 







Item ID: 29766 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
Housing

R/558/11 QUESTIONS

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading

R/559/11
  REPORT ON HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME

HEADED ITEM (17): 






Item ID: 29753 
The following report was READ and NOTED:-
“REPORT ON HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME
Completions  2010
College Drive (Part V) - Fold Housing Association Units    23

Schemes on Site
Taylor's Lane                                                                      9

Units (7 x 3 bedroom, 2 x 4 bedroom, 2.5 storey houses)

Work commenced July 2011.  Anticipated duration of Contract is 50 working weeks.

Pearse Brothers Park / Palmer Park                                 22 existing units

Tenders have been invited on 2/12/2012 (with closing date of 22/12/2012) for energy upgrade and refurbishment of apartments.  It is intended that works will commence on site in 1st Quarter 2012.”                        

R/560/11 NEW WORKS 

HEADED ITEM (18):






 Item ID: 29754 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/561/11 CORRESPONDENCE 

CORRESPONDENCE (8): 





Item ID: 29755 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
R/562/11 Cathaoirleach's Business

MOTION (14): 







Item ID: 29767 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
The meeting concluded at 5.00 p.m.

Siniú  ________________              Dáta ________________

      An Cathaoirleach  
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