COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 12th September  2011.


	PRESENT 

	Councillors
	Councillors

	Bond, C.
	Jones, C.

	Bonner, B.
	Kearns, P.

	Brophy, C.
	Kenny, G.

	Coburn, E.
	King, C.

	Corr, M.
	Lahart, J.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lavelle, W.

	Delaney, T.
	Lawlor, B.

	Dermody, AM.

Duff, M.
	Looney, D.
McDonagh, M.

	Gilligan, T.
	O’Connell, G.

	Hannon, J.
	Ridge, T.

	Higgins, E.
	Tuffy, E.

	
	Walsh, E.

	
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT
County Manager


J. Horan

Directors / Heads of Function
P.  Poole, T. Walsh, B. Coman,




C. Henehan, F. Nevin

County Architect


E. Conroy

Senior Executive Officers

H. Hogan, P. Murphy, M. Fagan, 






J. Quinlivan, E. O’Gorman

Senior Parks Superintendent
B. Sheehan

Senior Exec. Parks Superint.
D. Fennell 

Senior Engineer


J. McLoughlin

Senior Executive Engineer
D. Sargent

Administrative Officers

E. Leech

A/ Administrative Officers
M. O’Neill, S. Kelly 

A/Staff Officer


B. Gorman

Clerical Officer


M. Dunne

I.T.




C. Whelan

The Mayor, Councillor C. Jones presided.
Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Mayor spoke of the recent tragedy in Norway where so many students attending a summer camp were killed on the island of Utoya and expressed the Council’s sympathies to their families. The Mayor also gave the Council’s sympathies to the family of our recently deceased staff member, Anthony Conroy, who worked in Ballyroan Library.  Anthony was a hugely creative person and a valued member of staff who will be sadly missed.  A minute’s silence followed.

 H1/0911
CONFIRMATION  AND  RE-AFFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES
Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 11th July 2011 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and agreed.
H2/0911
REPORTS  OF  AREA  COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H3/0911
STANDING  COMMITTEES  -  ORGANISATION,  PROCEDURE AND FINANCE  COMMITTEE
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

 H4/0911
STRATEGIC  POLICY  COMMITTEES
Report on  Environment SPC held on  5th September 2011
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by the Manager and was CONSIDERED:

“Attendance

Members




Officials

Councillor John Hannon Cathaoirleach 
Philomena Poole, Director

Councillor Chris Bond 
Leo Magee, Senior Engineer

Councillor Breda Bonner


   Philip Murphy, Senior Executive 




   Officer 
Councillor Emma Coburn 
              Maire O’Sullivan, Senior Architect  


Councillor Guss O’Connell 

   Sorcha O’Brien, Environmental 




   Awareness Officer

Councillor Eamonn Tuffy                           Sheila Kelly, Administrative Officer
Councillor Eamonn Walsh

Sectoral Interests

Connie Kiernan – Community Forum

Mary Clare Wallace

Una Ruddock

Apologies

Pat Lee

Sherri Brennan

Councillor Máire Devine

Councillor John Lahart

Councillor William Lavelle
An Cathaoirleach, Councillor John Hannon presided.
Item 1
Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 3rd May 2011. 

Proposed by Cllr O’Connell, seconded by Ms Connie Kiernan and Agreed 
Minutes of Special Environment SPC meeting held on 20th June    2011. 

Proposed by Cllr O’Connell, seconded by Cllr Tuffy and Agreed 
Item 2

Matters Arising 

Item 3

Policy initiative on election posters – For Discussion 

Cllr John Hannon introduced the item on election posters as he had looked 
for it to be brought before the SPC. An election poster presentation was provided by Ms O’Brien, Environmental Awareness Officer. Following contributions from Cllr Bond, Ms Kiernan, Cllr O’Connell Cllr Bonner, Ms Ruddock, Cllr Tuffy, Cllr Walsh, Cllr Hannon, Director of Services Ms Poole responded 

It was requested by Cllr Hannon that a working group from the SPC be established to consider the issues surrounding election posters and to 
come 
back to the SPC with a draft policy.  Ms 
Kiernan, Cllr O’Connell, Cllr Tuffy, Cllr Bond, Cllr Coburn & Cllr Hannon all volunteered to be part of the working group.  Cllr Hannon will follow up with any remaining political parties to ensure cross party participation.

Item 4

Progress on policy initiative regarding county signage

A report on the progress on a policy initiative regarding county signage was presented by Mr Murphy, Senior Executive 
Officer. Following contributions 
from Cllr O’Connell, Cllr Hannon, Ms Ruddock, Cllr Tuffy, Cllr Walsh Ms Kiernan, Mr Murphy responded to the issues raised by the members. 

Cllr Hannon requested that this presentation be noted

Item 5

Litter Fines and Enforcement - Update

An update report on the Level of Enforcement and Collection Rates was presented by Ms Kelly, Administrative Officer.Following contributions from Cllr O’Connell, Cllr Walsh, Ms Ruddock, and Cllr Hannon, the Director of 
Services Ms Poole responded to the issues raised by the members. 

Cllr Hannon requested that this report be kept on the SPC agenda.

Item 6

Summer Months and Business Water Conservation Campaign - update

Item 6 was not reached & will be placed on the next SPC agenda 

Item 7

Climate Change progress report 

Item 6 was not reached & will be placed on the next SPC agenda 

Item 9

A.O.B. 
Ms Kiernan requested that the Climate Change progress report be placed first on the next SPC agenda. 
The meeting concluded at 7p.m.”

The Report was NOTED.

H5/0911 
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.


QUESTIONS FOR NOTING

It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13f, Questions numbered Q1 – Q26 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
Q1/0911
TREES


QUESTION: Councillor C. Bond 

That the Manager please provides an update on trees to be pruned or removed?

REPLY:

The Arboricultural Programme is a programme of proposed works, 

undertaken by Parks Department staff of tree planting, pruning and 

removal, which usually commences in late October and ends the following 
March.  A report on the Arboricultural Programme 2011 - 2012 will be 
brought before 
the Area Committees in October 20ll with a view to 
commencing works late October 2011.
  Q2/0911  
SCRAMBLER BIKES 


QUESTION: Councillor C. Bond

That the Manager please provide an update on measures to clamp down on the use of scrambler bikes in fields and open spaces?

REPLY:


Paragraph 3 Traffic, Section 3.l of  South Dublin County Council's  Draft Bye-laws for Parks and Open Spaces 20ll provides as follows:

" Save with the permission of the Council, no person shall bring into a Park any Mechanically Propelled Vehicle which includes for the avoidance of doubt motorcycles, motor-cross / quad bikes or other powered vehicles. Such vehicles may be removed from the park / open space by An Garda Siochana." 

 The draft bye-laws were adopted by the Members at the July meeting of the 
 Council  and are listed  under Item  H-1 (1)  Confirmation Re-
Affirmation of 
Minutes at today's meeting. 
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The Dublin Mountain Partnership (DMP) recognises scrambler bikes in the 
mountains represents a significant issue to be addressed.  The DMP has 
identified the potential strategic management benefits of designating 
appropriate areas within, or in close proximity to the Dublin Mountains for a 
displacement site(s), such as the use of former quarry sites for off-road 
motorised recreation activities.   A preliminary study of the issue has 
identified that there would appear to be issues I
n terms of identifying such 
suitable sites.  Screening for Appropriate Assessment under the Habitats 
Directive and Planning  Approval would be required for a displacement site.  

Q3/0911         LIGHTS ON POLICY


QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon

To ask the Manager to report on consideration by this Council of the 'Lights On' policy, as adopted by the Council on foot of my Motion in 2004? (Submitted in Oct 2004, reached in January 2005)

REPLY:

Following the passing of the motion, the matter was forwarded to the then 
Department of Transport for consideration in any future road safety measures. 
It was 
noted at the time of consideration of the original motion that a 
previous proposal for "Lights On" or Daytime Running Lights had not been 
adopted. The matter remains one primarily for consideration from a national 
road safety perspective rather than a local one. It is now considered that 
the matter should be referred to the Road Safety Authority for their views. The 
Member will be informed when a reply is received.

Q4/0911
LITTER BLITZ

QUESTION: Councillor E. Higgins


To ask the Manager to consider a rolling litter blitz campaign to target little hotspots and run a local litter awareness campaign in conjunction with local schools, residents associations and community groups in areas identified as ‘litter hotspots’?

REPLY:

The Litter Management Plan was approved by the Council at the July 
Meeting and the Implementation Plans will be presented in October to the 
Area Committees.  The addition of 48 staff deployed to litter picking has 
made 
a considerable difference to litter black spots as indeed have the 
efforts of 
community organisations in keeping their areas clean.  However the areas 
with the most concentrated problems of litter have crews assigned on a 
constant basis and the area is littered again and 
again.  As part 
of the 
Implementation Plan the possibility of assigning larger crews to 
areas on a 
rolling basis will be examined.


The Environmental Awareness Staff support and promote environmental 
education and awareness to schools, residents associations, community 
groups 
and businesses throughout the county. In addition to ongoing anti-
litter campaigns, anti-litter awareness support, information, talks and 
workshops are 
also offered on an continuous basis to aforementioned groups. 
Some of the initiatives that are provided are as follows:  


Anti-Litter and Anti-Graffiti Awareness grant Scheme 


The Anti-Litter and Anti-Graffiti Awareness grant scheme has a particular 
focus 
on voluntary initiatives by community and environmental groups, and 
on involving schools and young people in anti-litter and anti-graffiti 
action.  
Projects/activities seek to promote greater public awareness and 
education in relation to litter and/or graffiti, and as far as possible, have a 
particular focus 
on involving schools and young people and on voluntary 
initiatives by community and environmental groups. This funding is provided 
every year subject to funding availability from the Department of 
Environment.


Councils Community Clean Up initiative


The Councils Community Clean Up initiative – A Community Clean 
up is 
a great way to show that people care about their local area and it 
actively encourages people not to drop litter and take pride in the area. 
Through this initiative South Dublin County Council can help local residents 
associations and community groups with their Community Clean up 


Social Credit Scheme 


The Social Credit Scheme, aims to reward community groups for 
undertaking pro-social works in their locality such as litter cleanups, 
maintenance of 
community gardens and removal of graffiti etc. The system 
provides practical assistance and advice to groups who undertake these 
actions and rewards them for their efforts.  It aims to create social 
capital in local communities.  


Beautiful South Dublin County Competition


The Beautiful South Dublin County Competition aims to make South 
Dublin 
County a better place to live and work in by: 

· Acknowledging communities striving to improve their local areas year 
on year. 

· Encouraging participants to become more aware of and responsible for 
their local environment. 

· Encouraging the development of more sustainable communities 


National Spring Clean - each year schools, community groups and residents 
associations are posted out application forms and newsletters to participate in 
the An Taisce’s National Spring Clean, Irelands largest anti litter event.


The litter and the law leaflet

The Responsible Dog Ownership Guide

Responsible Dog Ownership Stand - South Dublin County Council’s 
Responsible Dog Ownership pop-up stand is available on loan to schools, 
community Centres, businesses and other venues to display. We will also 
provide 
Responsible Dog Ownership Leaflets and Poop Scoops while stocks 
last. 
Click here for more information.

Schools are provided with 


·   The Green Schools Programme - Green-Schools is an international 
environmental education programme, environmental management system and 
award scheme that promotes and acknowledges long-term, whole school 
action 
for the environment. One of the key success factors of the Green-
Schools programme is that it is a themed programme. That is, schools 
undertaking the programme work through one theme at a time. The 1st 
theme 
of which is Litter & Waste

·    Environmental Schools Anti Litter Competition - each year all schools are 
posted out application forms and invited to participate in the following the 
Environmental Schools Anti Litter Competition.  


·   Anti-litter talks


·   Anti-litter workshops

·   Recycled Christmas Decoration Competition 


·  Halloween and Christmas themed recycling make and do workshops


·  Giant Waste Challenge Game on loan to schools


·  Anti-litter Eco Week events


·   Gum Litter taskforce


·  The Green Times Newsletter – supplies up to date information on 

environmental education and awareness supports offered to schools. All the 
newsletters are also available to download from South Dublin County 
Councils website


As part of the 2012 programme the issue of disposable plastic bottles will be 
examined in the context of a campaign as they are the greatest generators of 
litter in parks, pitches and pathways in the county.  In addition the Council 
will be working with local sports groups who rent pitches in order to provide a 
cleaner pitch facility for all

Q5/0911
HALLOWEEN


QUESTION: Councillor E. Higgins


To ask the Manager to outline proposals for Halloween, including to report on last years ‘Bulbs Not Bonfires’ programme and to list any areas where organised events will be arranged on Halloween night?

REPLY:

Halloween 2010 took place on Sunday 31st October.  In anticipation of this 
event a 
programme was put in place to minimise the opportunities for anti 
social activity and to reduce the number of bonfires countywide.  This 
programme involved a series of 
meetings between the Councils Community, 
Environment, Housing & Parks Departments in conjunction with An Garda 
Síochána, Fire Brigade & Civil Defence.


The table below compares the 2009 Halloween season with the 2010 season.

	 
	HALLOWEEN 2009
	HALLOWEEN 2010
	% REDUCTION

	Illegal bonfires
	523
	343
	34%

	Tonnes of waste generated
	387
	310
	20%

	Total disposal cost to Council
	€28,535
	€16,670
	42%

	Overall cost of Bonfire Clean-up Programme 
	€101,525
	€77,050
	24%



Following the successful Bulbs not Bonfires campaign last year it is proposed to 
continue to support the positive actions of communities throughout the County 
and reduce the negative environmental and social effects of the damage 
caused by bonfires and antisocial activity at Halloween in 2011.


The proposals for 2011 will include the following

· Communication & Awareness campaign  targeting all sections including a door to door household leaflet drop, use of website and social media,  information to schools and businesses. 
Workshops will be arranged in local libraries for young people highlighting the positive fun of Halloween and the effects of anti social behaviour. 

· Organised WEEE - Waste Electrical & Electronic Equipment - collections 
throughout the County. These will be carried out by CCRI - Clondalkin 
Community Recycling Initiative. Areas receiving the door to door 
collection will be leafleted 2/3 days prior to the collection. CCRI 
www.recycleit.ie is a 
community based organisation supported by 
South Dublin County Council. 

· Enforcement of anti litter and waste legislation 

· Free access to the Civic Amenity, Ballymount for residents of South 
Dublin 
County - details will be released closer to Halloween and only 
for residents of 
the county 

· Promotion of the Fixmystreet initiative to encourage the public to 
report 
Incidents of dumping and anti social behaviour. 

· Bulbs not Bonfires campaign - rewarding communities who successfully 
prevent bonfires with bulbs which will flower in Springtime.


In addition to the above activities - events celebrating  Halloween will take 
place in Community centres and locations throughout the County. The very 
successful Spooky walk in Corkagh Park and the organised bonfires which 
took place in Fettercairn and Clondalkin are being considered again for 2011.


Halloween falls on bank holiday Monday and the Council will be closed.  We will 
be calling on all householders once again to protect their green spaces and to 
ensure they do not make bonfire material available and remove any material 
which is stockpiled for bonfire use.

Q6/0911
FIXYOURSTREET (1)

QUESTION: Councillor E. Higgins


To ask the Manager to provide a report on Fixyourstreet.ie outlining how many relevant queries were received and resolved since the introduction of the pilot programme?


REPLY: 

The Fixyourstreet initiative was launched on 2nd August 2011 to enable citizens 
to report issues of a non emergency nature to Local Authorities. South Dublin 
County 
Council is the pilot Local Authority for its operation, which is part of 
the current Programme for Government for National Recovery.  The 
following is an extract from the Programme with specific reference to the 
initiative:- 


"Reforming Local Government    -       In local services, we will 
establish a 
website – www.fixmystreet.ie– to assist residents in 
reporting problems 
with street lighting, drainage, graffiti, waste 
collection and road and path maintenance in their 
neighborhoods, with a guarantee that local officials will respond 
within two working days". 

The pilot scheme is being very well received by the public since 
its introduction.  As at 5th September there have been 1323  reports and 
comments posted and 1264 responses issued under the relevant 
categories.   The primary commitment, to respond  to reports from 
residents within a two day timeframe is the most obvious challenge, and 
this 
deadline is being met. 


The follow up, and the action required to resolve issues on the ground, is being 
integrated into our internal work programmes throughout all departments, in 
particular our Roads, Environment and Parks Departments.. As at 5th 
September 2011 109 commitments given under this system have been 
completed.   The site will continue to operate in the South Dublin 
County for the pilot period of 3 months but our colleagues in the Counties 
countrywide are very interested in getting involved.  


Fixyourstreet has been designed to cover three stages of development. The 
first development is the facility to submit and respond to web queries. The 
second is the development of the smart phone application which should be 
in place by the end of the pilot period. This will give an additional 
functionality for customers to send a photo direct to the site and provide 
their 
Councils with photographic evidence of the scale of the problem being 
reported.  The third phase will be the use of QR Codes: a type of matrix 
barcode (or two-dimensional code) designed to be read by Smartphone’s 
which was designed to allow its contents to be decoded at high speed. 


The concept of Fixyourstreet system has already been in operation 
within South Dublin County Council for a considerable period of time, 
with 23,132 webqueries being submitted and responded to as follows since 
1st January 2010:

· 2010 - 18,617 

· 2011 - 4,264 

· 2nd August 2011 to 6th September 2011 - 251


The Fixyourstreet initiative is expected to have a very positive impact on the 
delivery of our services and the resolution of the issues reported.  From the 
Councils perspective it provides us with tools to co-ordinate effective and 
efficient allocation of our resources and assists with monitoring areas with 
specific problems such as graffiti, illegal dumping, leaks and drainage 
problems, road conditions, trees and grass issues and  and street lighting.  

    Q7/0911
ANTISOCIAL BEHAVIOUR


QUESTION: Councillor E. Higgins


To ask the Manager for a report outlining any measures being used across the County to combat antisocial behaviour in public spaces?

REPLY:

Anti-social behaviour is an unfortunate aspect of our modern society. The consequences of it impact particularly heavily on our parks and open spaces and while it is more evident in those parks and open spaces that do not 
have a daily staff presence, the majority of anti-social behaviour takes place during the hours of darkness after the parks have closed and our staff have finished work for the day. 


The following proposals/measures are in place to combat anti-social behaviour.


Physical measures - have been taken to tackle anti social activity in parks 
include 
the provision of boundary walls and railings, installation of vehicle 
control barriers 
and kissing gates and routine patrolling by the Park Rangers.  


Furthermore the provision of CCTV systems has the effect of deterring anti-
social 
behaviour and activities, principally by displacing the anti-social activity 
to a location in the vicinity which is not covered by cameras. In residential 
areas, where the location of a camera system becomes well known, levels of 
anti-social behaviour fall as the area is avoided. 

Under the ‘Reclaiming Our Parks’ Initiative a sub-group comprising Council 
Members & officials, representatives of Senior Gardai and South Dublin 
Community Platform was established: “to deter crime and anti- social 
behaviour in our parks.” With particular emphasis on the following themes:


Policing our Parks:  looking at how we better enhance the monitoring and 
policing of our parks and the enforcement of our laws and parks bye-laws;


Managing our Parks:  looking at how we can better reduce opportunities for 
anti-social behaviour in parks and how best to respond to the affects of anti-
social behaviour by the small minority so as not to take from the experience of 
our parks for the majority;


Activating our Park:  looking at how we can better increase positive usage of 
our parks. In particular, the involvement of community and other groups in 
pro- social initiatives in local parks have proven to be quite successful in 
deterring anti-social behaviour. One example of this is the "Garden for All 
Seasons" in Sean Walsh Park, developed as a Social Inclusion project in 2008 
in association with Menni Services in Tallaght. Clients of Menni Services  
actively participated in the development of the garden and with the planting 
and subsequent maintenance of the garden. Clients of Menni Services, who 
are on their horticulture training programme visit the garden on 
a regular 
basis throughout the year and work with local staff on maintenance and 
planting of seasonal displays in the garden. Other than some very minor 
damage shortly after the garden opened in November 2008, the garden has 
remained virtually unscathed by any form of vandalism or anti-social 
behaviour.


BYE LAWS 

As a result of the substantial social, cultural and policy changes which have 
taken place since the current Bye-laws came into force in 1996, the Council’s 
Parks Department  has recently completed its review of the Bye-laws to 
ensure that they are up to date and reflective of the issues that now face the 
management and users of the Council’s parks, open spaces and 
recreational 
playing grounds. The draft bye-
laws were adopted by Members at the July 
2011 meeting of the Council to be re-affirmed at today's meeting of the 
Council.  The bye-laws will become operative following September Meeting 
of the Council. 
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The Garda Síochaná continues to actively enforce the provisions of Bye-laws 
prohibiting the Consumption of Intoxicating Liquor in Public Places within the 
County of South Dublin on behalf of the Council.


PUBLIC REALM

Under the Public Realm Programme initiatives are planned for locations/areas 
to alleviate black spots and areas subject to anti social activity. 


The Council’s Cleansing, Roads Parks Housing and Community Departments 
actively encourage communities to engage in Tidy Districts, Bulbs Not 
Bonfires, Designated Bonfire Control Sites, Social Credits Scheme, 
Community Clean-ups, graffiti removal and other activities that enhance the 
appearance and contribute to better living conditions. 


GRAND CANAL WAY GREEN ROUTE

The Grand Canal Way Green Route was formally opened on the 18th June 
2010 and provides an 8.5km pedestrian and cycle route along the Grand 
Canal 
between the 3rd Lock, Inchicore to the 12th Lock, Lucan. The route is an off 
road, safe and secure alternative for commuters and leisure users 
incorporating many unique features to ensure maximum usage and 
pleasure to a variety of users - including state of the art lighting; 
comprehensive CCTV with 24 hour monitoring; power supply along the route; 
leisure facilities i.e. fishing points, boating & berthing areas and 
seating. 

 
HALLOWEEN

In an ongoing effort to minimise opportunities for anti social activity and to 
reduce 
the numbers of illegal bonfires throughout the county, an inter-
departmental programme will again be put in place on the approach to 
Halloween 20ll.  This programme will involve a series of meetings between the 
Council's Community, Environmental Services and Housing Departments in 
conjunction with the Gardai, Fire Brigade and Civil Defence. The following 
actions have been agreed in this regard:

      
Halloween Awareness Campaign – Posters/Leaflets to be circulated to Schools, 
Communities, Households and Businesses. (Local media/website) Use of social 
media 
– Twitter.


·        SDCC to liaise with Gardai to prevent availability of material for bonfires 
as far 
as practicable.


·        SDCC’s  Environmental Services Department to continue to remove 
debris from laneways, parks & open spaces. 


·        Community/Business stakeholders to stop providing bonfire material and 
to remove such material as they see it emerging.


The Council to allow free of charge access to customers of South Dublin County 
Council 
holding waste cards to Ballymount Waste Disposal Centre on Saturday 
30th October 2011.


·        Under the Social Credit Scheme (Bulbs not Bonfires) communities who 
managed to keep a green space free from bonfires will be rewarded with Bulbs.

Q8/0911
LITTER BINS 


QUESTION: Councillor E. Higgins


To ask the Manager for a report on the areas where the need for additional litter bins has been identified and when funding is likely to be made available for such projects?

REPLY:

The Council has a list of installations for both new and replacement bins.  The 
requests for such installations are received from Customer Care, Residents 
Associations and Staff.


The Council's policy on provision of new and replacement of litter bins is as 
follows: requests for additional litter bins are examined by the Cleansing 
Engineer based on reports from the local Litter Warden and the Cleansing 
Foreman having regard for footfall and  litter arising in the area, proximity to 
litter generators (e.g. shops, schools etc.), as well as route capacity, 
staffing and litter bin coverage in the area.  Where bins are damaged or 
otherwise unsuitable for continued use they are removed and listed for 
replacement. 


The recent requests received by the Council have been in all areas within the 
County 
that are close to Schools and near Bus Stops.


The litter bin installation programme resumed in Summer 2011 and there is 
currently a list for both new and replacement bins to be installed in 
approved areas. 


To date six replacement bins and five new bins have been installed.

	Area
	Location 
	 

	Clondalkin
	New Rd @ Church
	Replacement

	Clondalkin
	Village
	Replacement

	Clondalkin
	Village
	Replacement

	Clondalkin
	Village
	New

	Lucan
	Finnstown
	Replacement

	Lucan
	Finnstown
	NEW

	Lucan
	Ballyowen Lane
	NEW

	Tallaght
	Kilnamanagh near luas line
	NEW

	Tallaght
	Kilnamanagh near luas line
	NEW

	Tallaght
	Courthouse
	Replacement

	Tallaght
	Killinarden Ring road
	Replacement



A schedule of litter bin replacements and new locations will be presented to the 
Area Committees as part of the Implementation Plan for the Litter 
Management Plan. 


The Funding for these works will be examined in the Budget process.

  Q9/0911
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to advise of the protocols in place to sensitively-manage the personal details of applicants and their families which are submitted as part of planning applications; and in particular to prevent members of the general public from accessing any sensitive personal data relating to applicants and their families through either the website or through viewing the file at the planning desk?


REPLY:

Under the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and the Planning 
and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended), the Planning Authority is 
obliged to make publicly available every current planning application and any 
documentation 
submitted by the applicant as part of the planning file with the 
exception of the contact details. It is Council policy to make all planning 
applications available for viewing on the 
Council's website. 


The following is included in the notes which accompany the planning 
application form;


"All documentation submitted with a planning application forms part of the 
application and will be included in both the hard copy of the file and the copy 
which 
is available on the Council’s website – www.sdcc.ie. Caution should 
therefore be exercised in submitting documentation with your planning 
application which you do not wish to have publicly available. In this 
regard and in the interests in Data Protection the following documents should 
not be submitted:  Certificates (Birth, Marriage, Death etc.);  Medical 
Records specifically detailing medical conditions/complaints;  financial 
details of any type which include account details (bank/building 
society/credit 
union/other statements or account nos.);   other personal documents e.g. 
Drivers Licences, phone statements, gas/electricity/other utility bills which may 
contain personal information. Where an applicant submits personal information 
(e.g. birth certificate) as part of their application these documents are not 
made available on the website but the Council is legally obliged to 
include them on the hard copy of the file which is available for public inspection 
at the planning counter."


While every effort is made to ensure that personal information such as birth 
certificates, medical records etc. are not included on the copy of the file which 
is available on the Council's website they must be included on the hard copy 
of the file and as indicated above, this is made clear to applicants at application 
stage.

 Q10/0911       SPEED RAMPS


QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle
To ask the Manager to provide a detailed update on the council’s programme of repairs to badly-damaged red asphalt speed-ramps throughout the county?

REPLY:

Below is a list of ramps that have already been repaired and those that are 
programmed to be completed by the end of 2011.


Palmerston Depot Area

Ramps already repaired in 2011

Mill Rd Saggart


St Johns Estate


Boot Rd


Green Isle Rd


Neilstown Rd 


Ramps programmed to be repaired

Hillcrest 


Ballyowen Lane and Liffey Terrace 


Esker Lane 


Boherboy Rd 


Garter Lane 


Johnstown Rd 


Lealand Estate 


Bawnogue Rd 


Woodford Clondalkin 


Ballymount Depot Area

Ramps already repaired in 2011

Taylors Lane 


Killinarden Rd 


Fettercairn Rd 


Belgard Rd 


Ramps programmed to be repaired

Limekiln Rd 


Keadean Ave 


Dun An Oir 


Lugnaquilla Ave 


Kippure Ave 


Castletymon 


In the light of the experience from last year, the Council is in discussions with 
the National Transport Authority and contractors with a view to revising the 
specification of materials to be used in the formation of all new ramps. 

Q11/0911 
CREATIVE VILLAGE 


QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle
 
To ask the Manager to outline the costs incurred by the council to date in progressing the ‘Creative Village’ initiative and the outcomes of the initiatives to date?

REPLY:

Full updates on the Creative Village initiative are included in the Monthly report 
to the CPG on the Business Sustainability & Development Programme under 
Outcome 8. The July report can be viewed here and the report was 
updated today at CPG and can be viewed here. 


In terms of costs actions on the initiative to date have been carried out from 
existing in-house resources. Should agreement be reached on use of the 
currently vacant units some fit out costs may be incurred.

Q12/0911
LITTER MANAGEMENT PLAN




QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle
To ask the Manager to outline detailed proposals on addressing the problem of    dog-litter in the county in line with the commitment in the recently-adopted Litter Management Plan?

REPLY:

The overall aim of the Litter Management Plan is to make South Dublin County 
a litter 
free County with the support, co-operation and involvement of the 
local authority, 
businesses, communities and individuals. The following five 
cross cutting themes underpin the individual objectives of the Litter 
Management Plan:- 


·                           Prevention


·                           Enforcement


·                           Awareness/Communications 


·                           Partnership


·                           Cleansing


Under objective 1 of the Litter Management Plan (Develop programmes on the 
basis of targeting the various litter categories, blackspots and illegal means 
of disposing of 
waste/refuse), the Council aims to develop a programme to 
deal with specific litter 
types of which Dog Fouling is specifically mentioned. 


An anti-dog fouling programme has already been established by the Council 
which 
consists of a number of strands that combine to address the issue of 
dog fouling. The Council has a Responsible Dog Ownership pop-up 
stand 
is available on loan to 
schools, community centres, businesses and other 
venues to display. The Responsible Dog 
Ownership pop-up stand is aimed 
at the general public and will raise awareness about the importance of being a 
responsible dog owner and has lots of useful information on how to be a better 
dog owner including:


·                                       Dog Fouling 


·                                       Noise Pollution 


·                                       Dog Licenses’ 


·                                       Identification of Dogs 


·                                       Dog Control 


·                                       Stray Dogs 


·                                       Unwanted Dogs 


·                                       Rehoming a Dog 


·                                       South Dublin County Council Dog Pound


Responsible Dog Ownership Leaflets and Poop Scoops are also available for 
distribution. All this information is currently on www.sdcc.ie and available to 
the public. Click here to see images of the Dog Ownership pop-up, 
Leaflets and 
Poop 
Scoops.   In addition a pilot anti-dog fouling 
enforcement stenciling initiative has begun in the parks around the County 
with the intention to roll this initiative out through out the County once the 
pilot has been complete.

  Q13/0911
COMMERCIAL RATES 


QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager the number of childcare facilities from which commercial rates were collected and the total amount of rates collected in each of 2010 and 2011 to date?

REPLY:

In 2010, 105 childcare facilities were billed in respect of commercial rates, at a 
total value of € 591,006.46 ( an average of 5,600 per facility ).  € 
500,925.84 was collected in 2010.The arrears in respect of childcare 
facilities amounted at the end of 2010 amounted to € 254,571.0


In 2011, 114 childcare facilities were billed at a value of € 669,736.07 ( an 
average of approximately € 5,800 per facility ). Up to the 31st August 2011 an 
amount of € 322,482.50 was collected.
Q14/0911
FIXYOURSTREET (2)

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney


To ask the Manager to report on the fixyourstreet.ie service, its rollout and consultation with public representatives on the site, and to ask if he will extend the same guarantee with regard to a two-day response time offered to site users with regard to reported issues to Councillor Representations?

REPLY:

The Fixyourstreet initiative was launched on 2nd August 2011 to enable citizens to report issues of a non emergency nature to Local Authorities. South Dublin County 
Council, is the pilot Local Authority for its operation which is part of the current Programme for Government for National Recovery.  The following is an extract from the Programme with specific reference to the initiative:- 


"Reforming Local Government    - In local services, we will establish a 
website – www.fixmystreet.ie – to assist residents in reporting 
problems with street lighting, drainage, graffiti, waste collection 
and road and path 
maintenance in their neighborhoods, with a 
guarantee that local officials will respond within two working 
days". 

The pilot scheme is being very well received by the public since 
its introduction.  As at 5th September there have been 1323 reports and 
comments posted and 1264 responses issued under the relevant 
categories.  The primary commitment,  to respond  to reports from residents 
within a two day timeframe is the most obvious challenge, and this deadline 
is being met. 


The follow up, and the action required to resolve issues on the ground, is being 
integrated into our internal work Programmes throughout all departments, in 
particular our Roads, Environment and Parks Departments.  As at 5th 
September 2011 109 commitments given under this system have been 
completed.   The site will continue to operate in the South Dublin 
County for the pilot period of 3 months but our colleagues in the Counties 
countrywide appear very interested in getting involved.  


Fixyourstreet has been designed to cover three stages of development.   The 
first development is the facility to submit and respond to web queries. The 
second is the development of the smart phone application which should be 
in place by the end of the pilot period. This will give an additional 
functionality for customers to send a photo direct to the site and 
provide their Councils with photographic evidence of the 
scale of the 
problem being reported.  The third phase will be the use of QR Codes : a 
type of matrix barcode (or two-dimensional code) designed to be read by 
Smartphone’s which was designed to allow its contents to be decoded at high 
speed. 


The Fixyourstreet initiative is expected to have a very positive impact on the 
delivery of our services and the resolution of the issues reported.  From the 
Councils perspective it provides us with tools to co-ordinate effective and 
efficient allocation of our resources and assists with monitoring 
areas with 
specific problems such as graffiti, illegal dumping, leaks and drainage 
problems, road conditions, trees and grass issues and street lighting'


The concept of Fixyourstreet system has already been in operation 
within South Dublin County Council for a considerable period of time, with 
23,132 web queries being submitted and responded to since 1st January 
2010 
as follows:

· 2010 - 18,617 

· 2011 - 4,264 

· 2nd August 2011 to 6th September 2011- 251


The Council's on-line Membersreps system has been in place since April 2007.   
It is a 
centralised store for Members queries, responses and associated 
documents. Version 2 was released in 2010 which provides for the 
creation and management of commitments to elected members.  
Functionality exists which permits approved commitments or holding 
responses to be sent to Elected Members and commitments are entered 
on a 
template pdf letter which is automatically created.  An SEO or AO 
approves the commitment and letters are emailed to the Elected Member and 
visible 
on Membersreps. The representation deadline is extended to the 
commitment deadline on Membersrep and an email reminder issues on the 
commitment reminder date to the commitment owner and the commitment 
monitor.   The level of representation through this system since 1st January 
2010 has been as follows:

· 2010  - 5.431 

· 2011  - 2,866 

· 2nd August 2011 to 6th September 2011 - 341


The protocol for responses to Councillor's public representations queries is as 
follows : Acknowledgement issues immediately and a comprehensive reply 
issues 
within 10 working days, while our Customer charter currently provides 
as follows: Acknowledgement within 3 working days and issue a full reply 
within 15 working days. If not possible to achieve this we will write stating 
hen we hope to be in a position to reply.  If the pilot is successfully rolled out 
our Customer Charter will be amended to reflect the response period 
s committed to in the Programme for Government for National recovery. 


On a general note the Fixyourstreet pilot differs from the Membersreps system 
in that 
FIXYOURSTREET is designed to deal with non-urgent issues relative in 
the main to the public realm (trees/ grass etc) and does not deal with 
personal / individual issues.   

  Q15/0911
HIGHER EDUCATION GRANTS


QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney


To ask the Manager to provide a report on the rollout of the 2011 Student Grants applications system?


REPLY:
As reported to the Meeting of South Dublin County Council in July 2011 the Student Support Scheme for the 2011/12 academic year was approved by the Department of 
Education and published on the studentfinance.ie website.  The Scheme applies in relation to the provision of grants to students in the 2011/12 academic year, where such year begins on or after 1 September 2011. 

As part of the overall student grants reform programme, the four existing grant schemes have been consolidated and this year, a single unified student grant scheme is being introduced to cover all study from PLC through to postgraduate levels.  The development of a single scheme was enabled by the Student Support Act which was signed into law in February 2011.  As a consequence of the legislation, the student grant scheme for 2011/12 is now governed by: 

· The Student Support Act 2011 

· The Student Support Regulations 2011-  SI 304/2011 

· The Student Grant Scheme 2011 – SI 305/2011 

The principal changes as it relates to Local Authorities as Awarding Bodies relate to:

· Grant eligibility, including classification as a dependent or independent 
student. 

· Period of eligibility and progression 

· Budget 2011 – Reduction of 4% (implemented Jan 2011) 

· Qualifying distance criterion for non-adjacent rate of grant – 24 kilometres to 45 kilometres 

· Lifting of automatic entitlement to adjacent rate of grant to mature students 

· Student contribution  -  increase from €1,500 to €2,000


As in previous years, the closing date for applications is 31st August, 
2011.  
South Dublin County Council has however extended this date 
to 30th November 2011.

A Pilot Scheme for automation of HEG data entry rolled out in September 2010 for the 2010/2011 Academic Year.  At that time there were 11 awarding authorities participating in the partnership involving Department of Education & Science, CDVEC, Centre for Management and Organisation Development and Revenue and the project is managed by the CDVEC. Since September 2011 (2011/2012 Academic Year) a number of additional Local Authorities including South Dublin County Council have been included in the pilot and while initially there was strong positive customer reaction to the pilot in relation to

· Greater resource efficiency on data input 

· The “intelligent” online data entry reduced the form size 

· Initial reports suggest significant qualitative improvements through 
fully completed forms – system requirement 

· Production of documentation checklist based on completed fields

It can be said that South Dublin County Council is experiencing some complications as a direct consequence of Dublin City Councils non participation in the pilot, resulting in applicants directing their applications to South Dublin County Council in error.  This is causing a large amount of work in redirecting applications to Dublin City Council which involves downloading the pdf files to hard copies before physical transfer can take place.  There is also a financial implication in this postal exercise.  Notices have been posted on the Council’s website, Twitter and Facebook alerting students to delays which will result if applications are directed to the incorrect Authority.

The following is the position in relation to applications received at 31st August 2011:

· New Applications (to 31st August)         -           813 

· Renewals (to 31st August)                    -           617  

Comparison 2010/11 to 2011/2012 (up to 31st August)

	New 2010/2011
	Renewal 2010/2011
	Ineligible (other LA)

	481
	766
	64

	New 2011/2012
	Renewal 2011/2012
	Ineligible (other LA

	813
	617
	283



While it appears that there is a substantial increase in new applications over 
last year a large percentage of these are deemed ineligible applications within 
the system as they are as outlined above for Dublin City Council.


Applications for South Dublin County Council are being processed in the order 
in which they are received and initial assessments are ongoing.  The Budget for 
Higher Education Grants for 2011 is €5m and payments will begin in 
September on receipt of fully completed Registration Forms from 
Students who have been assessed and approved for an award of grant.

Q16/0911
TENANT PURCHASE SCHEME

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

 
To ask the Manager what options are due to be available, or under exploration, for those seeking to purchase their Council home subsequent to 31st December 2011, and to make a statement on the Tenant Purchase Scheme in general?

REPLY:

The Tenant Purchase Scheme adopted by the Council in 1995 is still in 
existance until it ceases on 13th June 2012, after which no new applications 
may be accepted. This scheme allows for a maximum discount of 30% of 
market value, based on a maximum of 10 years tenancy.  (3% per year 
of 
tenancy- up to max of 10 years)


In addition The Department of Environment, Heritage & Local
Government introduced 
a new Long Term Tenant Purchase Scheme for Long 
Standing Tenants in, which was 
approved at the March 2011 Council meeting, 
which allows up to 45% discount on market value, up to maximum of 15 years 
tenancy. (3% per year of tenancy up to 
max of 15 years) The expiry date for 
this scheme is 31st December 2011 for applications, with sales being 
completed by 31st December 2012. All tenants of the Council have been 
notified of the ending of the existing scheme in June 2012, as well as 
notification of the Fixed Long Term Tenant Purchase Scheme ending for 
applications in December 2011.


To date in to 31st August 2011, we have received under the old tenant 

purchase scheme, 14 applications with 1 sale completed. In addition, under the 
Long Term tenant purchase scheme we have received 45 applications with 2 
sales completed to date.


A new Incremental Purchase Scheme is due to be introduced by the Department of 
the Environment, to replace the current Tenant Purchase Scheme. The current scheme gives discounts related to length of tenancy and will be replaced by a discount scheme based on household income. The details of the new scheme are not yet to hand.  However, it is anticipated that the new purchase scheme for tenants of houses will be broadly similar to the recently introduced incremental purchase scheme for new build houses.  Initially the purchaser will only have to purchase apart of the equity in the property. Full details of any scheme introduced by the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government will be circulated to the Members when they are received.

Q17/0911
DRINKING WATER


QUESTION: Councillor G. O'Connell  

To ask the Manager for an up to date detailed report on the standard of the drinking water provided by this Council for public consumption and that it include assurances for the public (as the recent EPA report on Irish Drinking Water has caused a certain amount of concern) that it is not in breach of the permitted chemical limits.

REPLY:

The public water supply is monitored to ensure compliance with all water 
quality 
legislation and standards.  The principle regulations are the EC 
(Drinking Water) (No.2) Regulations 2007.  Samples are taken throughout the 
South Dublin network and analysed at Dublin City Council’s Central Laboratory 
at Marrowbone Lane on behalf of South Dublin County Council.  In 2010, 268 
no. check samples were undertaken across the County and analysed for 12 
parameters - mainly key health and aesthetic parameters. An additional 19 
audit parameters were undertaken across the County for all 46 chemical, 
indicator and microbiological parameters specified in the Regulations.  


The annual EPA reports on The Quality of Drinking Water in Ireland 
consistently show that the drinking water standards in South Dublin County are 
high with respect to public water supplies. A summary of the results of 
drinking water testing and analysis for the past 6 years is on the Council’s 
website, and also below. The 2010 annual returns were compiled at the 
Central Laboratory, and were submitted to the EPA by the deadline of end 
February 2011. 
	 
	Nov ‘10
	Dec ‘10
	Jan ‘11
	Feb ‘11
	Mar ‘11
	Apr ‘11
	May ‘11
	June ‘11

	No of tests performed
	543
	337
	485
	344
	317
	220
	354
	366  

	No of non compliant tests
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1

	Percentage compliance
	99.8
	100
	99.8
	100
	100
	100
	99.7
	99.7%


	 
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010  
	2011 to MAY

	No of tests performed
	3440
	3927
	3760
	3979
	4151
	3941
	1720

	No of non compliant tests
	31
	32
	32
	31
	23
	8
	2

	Percentage compliance
	99.1%
	99.2%
	99.1%
	99.2
	99.4%
	99.8%
	99.9%



The few non compliances noted above are always resampled again after 
flushing the watermains and are always compliant.


It should also be noted that the number of non compliant samples is steadily 
declining in recent years showing that the quality of the drinking water in 
South Dublin County Council is excellent. 

  Q18/0911
LITTER


QUESTION: Councillor G. O'Connell  
 
To ask the Manager for a comment on the recent national Business Report on Litter which showed Dublin in a very bad light.  To please outline in his report the effects of the recent re-deployment of staff into this area of work and what further action is planned to address the issue of littering across South Dublin County?

REPLY:

In the Ibal Anti Litter League 2011 in conjunction with the Department of the 
Environment Tallaght was 42nd out of 53 towns.  The Litter Classification 
assigned was moderately littered.  This was an improved result for 
Tallaght with half of the sites receiving the top litter grade. South Dublin 
County Council operates on many fronts to raise environmental awareness and 
to remove abandoned/dumped 
materials from the area.


The redeployed Refuse staff that litter pick throughout the county work in the 
Operations Section.  The crews are assigned daily to open spaces, green areas, 
parklands and have collected a vast quantity of abandoned and dumped waste. 
(Refer to table for monthly tonnages)


Tonnages Collected by Operations Unit
	Year
	Month
	Tonnage

	2011
	April 
	65.380

	2011
	May
	175.430

	2011
	June
	123.540

	2011
	July
	84.260

	2011
	August
	114.720



This volume of dumped waste( 563.33 Tonnes) is in addition to the waste 
collected by the Cleansing staff and the material removed from the street by 
Oxigen 
Environmental, the Council’s road sweeping Contractor. The Council 
Cleansing Service operates throughout the county to clean fly tipping, collect 
material from litter bins, instigate the removal of dead animals and 
general litter removal. 


Tonnages Collected by Cleansing and Oxigen Environmental
	 
	Litter bins
	Junk
	Clean up
	Road sweeping
	Gulley cleaning
	Totals

	January
	27.070
	n/a
	105.1
	432.420
	99.600
	664.19

	February 
	22.930
	n/a
	128
	638.620*
	99.560
	889.11

	March
	26.640
	n/a
	107
	366.400
	167.800
	667.84

	April
	24.880
	n/a
	85.91
	341.260
	214.460
	666.51  

	May
	25.540
	n/a
	69.88
	314.760
	166.580
	576.76

	June
	23.880
	n/a
	58.38
	221.920
	226.600
	530.78

	July
	27.549
	n/a
	48.640
	186.880
	230.560
	493.629



The Cleansing and Operations Unit do their best to remove as much waste and 
litter as possible from areas within the County. However, it is up to the 
residents and businesses to contribute to keeping the areas free of litter and 
this may mean 
reporting those who are observed littering or dumping to the 
Council litter wardens, or carrying out local clean ups. In some cases, the 
litter warden may obtain evidence to prosecute offenders, but we rely on 
the public to provide information and evidence if they witness dumping, in 
order that we may eradicate the litter problem within the County. 


The detail of the IBAL report is set out below

IBAL Anti-Litter League 2011, 
 in conjunction with the Department of the Environment

Tallaght:  42nd out of 53 towns / cities surveyed.  Litter Classification 
– 
Moderately Littered.

An improved result for Tallaght.  Half of the sites surveyed in Tallaght 
got the top litter grade – many of these were the approach 
routes.  The very high standards of previous IBAL Anti-Litter Surveys 
have been maintained at the Anglican Communion Church.  However, 
there were two bad sites - The Pedestrian Walkway from Abberly 
Court Hotel to Tesco, Debenhams 
etc. was in very poor shape – 
clearly a more thorough approach to cleaning is required here.  By far 
the worst site surveyed in Tallaght was the Football Pitch at St. M
ark’s Celtic FC, Butler Park – there was a blanket of food / drink 
related litter over the low wall and a constant stream of litter 
on 
the pitches – there wasn’t a litter bin / Anti-Litter notice in sight. 
 
Exit 11 from M50 to Tallaght Roundabout:  Grade A.  A very clean 
approach route with road surface / signage / markings in good condition.  


Approach to Tallaght ByPass from M50 Roundabout:  Grade A.  
Another very good approach road into Tallaght – it was in particularly good 
condition and there was a virtual absence of litter throughout.


Anglican Communion Church:  Grade A.  The very high standard of 
previous IBAL Anti-Litter surveys have been maintained and once again this 
was a top ranking site.  As well as the Graveyard Rules notice there was a very 
prominent ‘Anti-Litter’ notice directly beside it.


Football Pitch at St. Mark’s Celtic FC, Butler Park: Grade D.  This was by 
far the most heavily littered site surveyed in Tallaght.  There was a blanket 
of food / drink related litter just over the low wall and a constant stream 
of 
litter on the pitches.  There wasn’t a litter bin or an ‘Anti-Litter’ notice in sight.  

 
Pedestrian Walkway from Abberly Court Hotel area to Tesco, 
Debenhams 
etc.: Grade C.  This was one of the most heavily littered site 
surveyed in Tallaght – the shrubbery area was riddled with a wide variety of 
litter (all of it food and alcohol 
related), there was broken glass on the brick 
paving and cigarette butts had become 
trapped between the bricks.  There 
were several separate incidents of graffiti. Clearly, this busy area needs more 
attention.


Lucan Exit:  Grade B.  Some stretches of this road were in pristine condition 
but the overall grade was let down by some litter at the bus stops – despite the 
presence of litter bins just beside the bus stop.  With a little extra effort this 
could easily be a top ranking site.


West Park (Residential):  Grade B.  The individual properties and the 
extensive grassy area were in good order but unfortunately there was a 
definite litter presence 
along the grassland perimeter – the level of litter here 
was such that if not addressed it could easily become a seriously littered site.


Blessington Road Exit:  Grade A.  There was a virtual absence of litter 
along this very busy route – road surface / signage / markings were in very 
good condition.


An Post / Debenhams etc. at Tallaght Square:  Grade A.  This was a 
very good site with paving, planting, seating, bins, bollards etc. all in very 
good order.  The area is well served by plenty of clean and fresh looking litter 
bins.


Tallaght IT:  Grade B.  Much of this site was in very good condition but it 
was let 
down by litter (all food related) in the hedges and grass verges at the 
pedestrian entrance to nearby bus stop – if this area was addressed it could 
easily be a top ranking 
site.

  

  Q19/0911 
LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


QUESTION: Councillor G. O'Connell  

To ask the Manager if he is aware that the increased level of leased or rented-out houses in private residential estates is leading to a discernable breakdown in the family-owned ethos of neighbourhoods and can he please indicate what options are open to the Council to support local communities and individual residents in dealing with related issues pertaining to health and safety that arise?

REPLY

The council is aware of the level of rented homes in South Dublin and has 
mapped this group of housing as well as other housing data sets - Council 
owned homes; 
leased homes; RAS homes; Voluntary homes; Private rented 
homes where the tenancy is registered with the PRTB. 


This is done to assist in rolling out the RAS and Social  Leasing schemes in an 
attempt to drive social integration  and to manage and control the tenure mix 
in every road, estate or apartment block in the county so that  the level of 
social housing of all types does not exceed  10/15% with the balance 
comprising home owned properties and 
non rent supplemented private rentals.


There has always been a very high level of private rented stock across the 
private 
housing estates in the county because of the number of "starter 
homes" and attractive price of these houses  to "buy to let”, private 
investors. This phenomenon increased during the recent property boom.


When the council receives complaints about private rented houses it is usually 
about anti social behaviour, badly maintained homes/ gardens, dumping/litter 
in gardens or rodent infestation .Litter wardens are directed to the houses 
where the complaint is about litter or dumping and an Environmental Health 
Officer will call where their is a rodent problem. 


Where there is ASB in a privately rented house the council has no current 
powers or role. In these cases the local community must take the matter 
up with the offending parties, with the landlord and ultimately with the PRTB 
as a third party complaint.


The Community Services Department through its Community Work Team, can 
and does offer advice and assistance to community groups and residents 
associations across the Council's administrative area. The trained 
Community Workers work in conjunction with their colleagues in Housing 
and other Council departments and make themselves available to meet with 
communities to deal with a wide range of issues. The Community Team can 
be contacted through the Community Services Department or through the 
Council website 
www.sdcc.ie
Q20/0911
FIXYOURSTREET (3)


QUESTION: Councillor G. O'Connell  

To compliment the Manager and staff on the role allocated to South Dublin County Council by the Minister for the Environment in relation to the “Fixyourstreet” initiative and to ask for a report on the working of the pilot to date especially in relation to the response from the public in terms of participation and feedback?

REPLY:

The Fixyourstreet initiative was launched on 2nd August 2011 to enable citizens 
to report issues of a non emergency nature to Local Authorities. South Dublin 
County 
Council is the pilot Local Authority for its operation, which is part of 
the current Programme for Government for National Recovery.  The 
following is an extract from the Programme with specific reference to the 
initiative:- 


"Reforming Local Government    - In local services, we will establish a 
website – www.fixmystreet.ie – to assist residents in reporting 
problems with street lighting, drainage, graffiti, waste collection and 
road and path 
maintenance in their neighborhoods, with a 
guarantee that local officials 
will respond within two working 
days". 

The pilot scheme is being very well received by the public since 
its introduction.  As at 5th September there have been 1323  reports and 
comments posted and 1264 responses issued under the relevant 
categories.   The primary commitment, to respond  to reports from 
 
deadline is being met. 


The follow up, and the action required to resolve issues on the ground, is being 
integrated into our internal work Programmes throughout all departments, in 
particular our Roads, Environment and Parks Departments.. As at 5th 
September 2011 109 commitments given under this system have been 
completed.   The site will continue to operate in the South Dublin County for 
the pilot period of 3 months but 
our colleagues in the Counties countrywide are 
very interested in getting involved.  


Fixyourstreet has been designed to cover three stages of development.   The 
first development is the facility to submit and respond to web queries. The 
second 
is the development of the smart phone application which should be in 
place by the end of the pilot period. This will give an additional functionality for 
customers to send a photo direct to the site and provide their Councils with 
photographic evidence of the scale of the problem being reported.  The third 
phase will be the use of QR Codes: a type of matrix barcode (or two-
dimensional code) designed to be read by Smartphone’s 
which was designed 
to allow its contents to be decoded at high speed. 


The concept of Fixyourstreet system has already been in operation 
within South Dublin County Council for a considerable period of time, 
with 23,132 web queries being 
submitted and responded to as follows since 
1st January 2010:

· 2010 - 18,617 

· 2011 - 4,264 

· 2nd August 2011 to 6th September 2011 - 251


The Fixyourstreet initiative is expected to have a very positive impact on the 
delivery of our services and the resolution of the issues reported.  From 
the 
Councils perspective it provides us with tools to co-ordinate effective and 
efficient allocation of our resources and assists with monitoring 
areas with 
specific problems such as graffiti, illegal dumping, leaks and drainage 
problems, road conditions, trees and grass issues and street lighting.  

Q21/0911
GRASS MAINTENANCE




QUESTION: Councillor G. O'Connell  
To ask the Manager for a report on the maintenance of the grass verges/medians across the County roads especially on main routes such as the N4, N7 and N81, how often these have been cut/serviced in 2011, when they will be cut again and to indicate if the standard of maintenance of the grass margins/medians of these routes is satisfactory?

REPLY:
The provisions for cutting of verges and medians on the N7, N4 and N81 is provided for in a grant from the National Roads Authority for the maintenance of National Primary and Secondary routes.  The grant provides for the ongoing routine maintenance of particularly signage and the repair of damaged barriers along the National Primary and Secondary routes through the County and residual monies are then applied to the grass cutting programme for these roads.  Provision in the current grant has allowed for the cutting of the N4, N7 and N81 earlier this year but there is insufficient monies remaining to allow further cuts.  It should be noted that there are substantial costs for health and safety associated with every activity on the national routes. 

A section of the N4 is still the responsibility of Jons Civil Engineering until 2012 and the Council has been in touch with the company to ensure that they carry out verge maintenance on this area.

Discussions have been held with the National Roads Authority regarding the National Road Maintenance Programme and the Council has emphasised the necessity for further funds to be allocated so that an ongoing programme of verge maintenance can 
commence. 

Q22/0911
COUNTY CHILDCARE

QUESTION: Councillor G. O'Connell  
To ask the Manager for a Report on the work of the County Childcare Committee and if he will provide information on activities/projects in which the Committee is involved in different parts of the County?

REPLY:

Role of the South Dublin County Childcare Committee

South Dublin County Childcare Committee is a legal entity which is 
responsible for the administration of a number of schemes on behalf of 

the Department of Children and 
Youth Affairs.  While a legal entity on its 
own, its Budget is controlled by the Department and is therefore wholly 
dependent on the Department for its existence. 


The activities of the CCC are overseen by the Coordinator, Jean Courtney,  who 
reports 
to the Board of Management.  The current Chairperson of the Board is 
Maria 
Donohoe, Children’s Services Coordinator at SDCC.  Oversight of the 
management of the operational and financial management of the 
company is the responsibility of 
Pobal.

The County Childcare Committee has a very specific body of work to deliver:  

1.         Effectively and efficiently implement DCYA funded schemes and Grants 
in 
South Dublin County

2.         Facilitate and coordinate the local development of quality childcare 
services, 
promoting their sustainability and extending the capacity of the 
Sector in South 
Dublin. 


3.         Support the enhancement of quality in early childhood care and 
education 
and school-age provision in South Dublin County and support 
on-going professional 
development of the local workforce. 


4.         Participate in relevant structures towards ensuring effective 
collaboration, 
communication and consultation by stakeholders on early 
childhood education and 
care and school age agenda.   


Synopsis of Work:

Over the past six months the South Dublin CCC team has made good progress 
in the 
delivery of its 2011 Local Implementation Plan.  


Ø      260 services in South Dublin have been visited by the Development 
workers 
and an audit of needs of all providers undertaken 


Ø      218 applications from providers for Early Childhood Care and Education  
(ECCE) 
scheme processed for the Department 


Ø      50 applications for  Childcare Education and Training Support (CETS) 
processed for the Department 


Ø      22 applications for Parent and Toddler grants have been received and 
approved


Ø      Funding for FETAC accredited courses in Childcare has been provided 
with 
training being both co-funded and delivered by the Co Dublin VEC. 
Fetac 5 commenced in 
February with IPPA and May in County Dublin VEC 
centre in, Tallaght with 16 participants on both courses


Ø      4 Accredited Training courses have been provided directly; Financial 
management and sustainability; Promotion and development of service; 
Corporate 
governance & employment law; HR and Employment polices 
and procedures; 
Information packs and attendance certificates were 
provided for each workshop. 


Ø      A Training guide for all childcare providers, detailing lists of courses and 
providers has been published.  


Ø      Networks/workshops have been held on a monthly basis, tailored to the 
needs 
of the network group with emphasis on peer support and sharing 
information.  


Ø      Staff at SDCCC currently support 16 provider/staff networks


Ø      Issues identified in the audit included the need for support in relation to 
Children with Special Needs and Speech and Language difficulties. SDCCC has 
worked closely 
with Cheeverstown and Down Syndrome Ireland to provide 
information at networks based on requests from our services. 


Ø      30 network/workshops have been held in total with participation of 218 
childcare practitioners. 


Ø      An audit of 61 Community Childcare Facilities has been completed and 
issues of sustainability and support for voluntary Boards of Management 
being 
currently examined. 


Ø      SDCCC represented on County wide structures including the County 
Development Board (CDB), RAPID/Social Inclusion Measures group (SIM), and 
the Children’s Services Committee (CSC).  Collaboration with  CPLN 
Partnership & Dodder 
Valley Partnership, Partas and Tallaght West CDI is 
also a feature of the work


We have also for the first time engaged with Enterprise Ireland, Co. Dublin VEC 
and County Enterprise Board to utilize existing resource where needed.


Ø      7 publications has been completed this year to date to include “Childcare 
how much”  which has been translated into French, Irish, Mandarin and Polish


Ø      Working in collaboration with adjoining County Childcare Committees, 
SDCCC 
has engaged in the development and forthcoming delivery of a Fetac 5 
Module on Equality and Diversity Training for Childcare Providers 


info@southdublinchildcare.ie                               01 4570122


jean@southdublinchildcare.ie

mdonohoe@sdublincoco.ie

www.southdublinchildcare.ie
Q23/0911
VALUATIONS



QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy


To ask the Manager if he will make a short explanatory report on the 
system of rateable valuations which is now applied by the National 
Valuation Office to commercial /business premises in South Dublin 
County, if he will confirm that the valuations applied are based on 
imputed rental income assigned to premises and if the scheme in 
operation is subject to change/review in rateable valuation if actual 
levels of rentals derived from commercial/business premises in the 
County fall?

REPLY:

The Valuation Act 2001 provides for a revaluation of all commercial property 
in the country. All commercial rates bills, as issued by the Council, are based 
on the valuation provided by the Valuation Office Ireland which is the state 
agency charged with providing 
valuations for non-domestic properties.  The 
Valuation Office acts independently and 
liaises with property owners and 
occupiers when applying such valuations.  The last review of properties within 
this Council’s administrative area was carried out in 2006/2007 . The new 
valuations came into effect from the 1st January 2008.

Between revaluations, the only circumstance where a rateable valuation can 
be amended is where a material change of circumstances has occurred  i.e. 
an extension or a reduction in the size of the property, a subdivision of a 
property or the amalgamation of one or more properties. This will 
require a revision of the valuation and is carried out by the Valuation Office. 
The Valuation Office can be contacted at Irish Life Mall, Abbey Street, Dublin 
1 or on telephone number (01) 8171000 or their website, www.valoff.ie, 
has detailed information about the revaluation process.

The revaluation carried out by the Valuation Office in this county’s administrative area was carried out under the Valuation Act 2001. South 
Dublin was the first local authority in the country to have the revaluation process carried out. The new valuations reflected  rental values of properties pertaining in September 2005. Properties were valued by reference to their passing rent and/or the passing rent of  similar property in the area.

The rationale behind revaluation is that it would result in a fairer and more equitable system. Therefore, as a result of properties being revalued some valuations were increased while some were reduced. In this regard, 3927 ratepayers had their rates liability reduced while 2460 had their rates liability increased. 


Section 25 ( 2 ) of the Valuation Act 2001 sets out the time periods within 
which the next 
valuation must take place


“ a period of not less than 5 years and not more than 10 years elapses 
between the date on which any valuation list in relation to the area 
concerned is caused to be published under section 23 and the date on which 
the next subsequent valuation list in relation to 
that area is caused to be so 
published.


Therefore in relation to this Council, the earliest date the next valuation list for 
this area can be published is the 31/12/2012 ( New rates effective from 
the 
01/01/2013 )and the latest is the 31/12 2017. (new rates effective from the 
01/01/2018)
Q24/0911
HOME LOANS 


QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy


To ask the Manager for a Report on the number of persons with house/home loans from the Council, how many have fallen into arrears with repayments, and the approach adopted by the Council, as a lender, in working with mortgage holders who are experiencing repayment difficulties?

REPLY:

South Dublin County Council has a policy of early intervention for mortgage 
accounts that fall into arrears. The Council is committed to working with our 
customers who are currently experiencing financial problems, or feel they 
may soon experience problems 
with their mortgage repayments. 


South Dublin County Council has a dedicated mortgage arrears section who will 
work with our customers who are experiencing problems with their 
mortgage repayments. Our staff can discuss the customers circumstances with 
a view to making an arrangement for a 
payment agreement of the 
customers mortgage that is both suitable to the customer and the Council. 
Each case is dealt with on an individual basis. 


In cases where customers continually do not make payments on their 
account; continually fail to maintain agreed arrangements or fail to co-operate 
with the Council the Council will have no choice but to commence legal 
proceedings. It must be stressed that legal proceedings are taken only a last 
resort and usually after all other options have been exhausted.


There are 126 accounts in arrears greater than 3 months; this represents 10% 
of all current housing loan accounts. 

 Q25/0911
COMPLEMENTS


QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy


To ask the Manager to convey the compliments of the elected Members to the management and staff of all Departments of the Council for their work and effectiveness in maintaining a high level of services to residents of South Dublin in the current year in a context of reduced resources?

REPLY:
The Councillor's complimentary comments are appreciated and will be conveyed to the Management and staff. 


Q26/0911
BIKES ON LUAS




QUESTION: Councillor E. Walsh


Cathain a gceapfai go mbeadh deireadh leis na pléití maidir leis an Tairiscint a ritheadh ag baill na Comhairle seo chun Scéim Rothaíochta Bhaile Átha Cliath nó a macasamhail, a sheoladh? An bhfuil spriocdháta i gceist?  


When is it thought that there would be an end to the discussions regarding the Motion passed by members of this Council that the Dublin Bike Scheme or its equivalent be launched?  Is there a target date?


REPLY:

Níos luaithe i mbliana, d'iarr an Rannóg Pleanála ar mhaoiniú ón Údarás 
Náisiúnta Iompair (UNI), chun staidéar a dhéanamh chun fiosrú a dhéanamh ar 
an fhéidearthacht atá ann rolladh amach agus forbairt a dhéanamh ar scéim 
um rothair ar cíos ar an tsráid, 
(cosúil le Scéim Rothar Chathair Bhaile Átha 
Cliath) agus béim ar Lár an Bhaile, Tamhlacht. 


Bhí an maoiniú seo i gcomhthéacs an mhaoinithe a bhí á lorg ó CCÁT le 
haghaidh réimse tionscnamh ‘Iompar níos cliste' ón UNI a d'iarr na Ranna 
Pleanála agus Bóithre, go príomha do bheartais a bheadh ann ar leas coisithe 
agus rothaithe agus chun daoine a spreagadh le húsáid níos mó a bhaint 
as an chóras iompair poiblí.


Sa bhuntogra bhí sé beartaithe go mbeadh Stáitse 1 bunaithe ar staidéar a 
dhéanamh ar na féidearthachtaí atá ann do scéim rothar agus sa dara stáitse 
den tionscadal go mbeadh ullmhúchán déanta ar phlean líonra rothaíochta 
soiléir ina mbeadh na bealaí agus infreastruchtúr tacaithe le feiceáil.  Tar 
éis idirbheartaíocht a dhéanamh leis an UNI, áfach, aontaíodh go 
bhfaigheadh CCÁCT maoiniú chun líonra rothaíochta soiléir don cheantar a 
ullmhú, ach nach mbeadh sé ag díriú ar an scéim um rothair ar cíos amháin 
agus go ndéanfadh an UNI iad Féin an staidéar féidearthachta le Scéim 
Rothar Bhaile Átha Cliath a leathnú amach.  Tá an staidéar ar an líonra 
rothaíochta ar siúl faoi láthair sa Rannóg Pleanála.


An chúis taobh thiar den chur chuige seo ag an UNI ná, leis an fhéidearthacht 
atá ann an scéim rothar a leathnú amach taobh istigh agus taobh amuigh 
de limistéar Chomhairle 
Cathrach Bhaile Átha Cliath go n-eascraíonn ceisteanna 
comónta do na rialtais áitiúla a mbeadh suim acu a bheith páirteach i 
scéimeanna éagsúla agus/nó scéimeanna méadaithe agus gurb é an UNI an 
dream is fearr chun an cur chuige céanna a chur i bhfeidhm agus chomh 
tábhachtach leis sin freisin comhoiriúnacht na gcóras sa todhchaí.  
Chomh maith leis sin tá gnéithe gnó áirithe le beith pléite agus socraithe, mar 
go bhfuil Scéim Rothar Bhaile Átha Cliath bunaithe ar go leor den 
fhógraíocht lasmuigh chun an t-
infreastruchtúr rothaíochta a chur air fáil.  Cé 
go mbraitear ar gach rialtas áitiúil na scéimeanna áirithe a bhunú, ceaptar 
go mbeadh sé níos fearr comhsheasmhacht agus comhoiriúnacht a bheith ann 
ón tús.  D'iarr an UNI freisin a bheith in ann éascú a dhéanamh ar líonra 
rothaíochta níos fearr atá soiléir, díreach, sábháilte agus compordach chun 
tacú le haon scéim sa todhchaí i limistéar CCÁCT trí mhaoiniú a dhéanamh ar 
phlean líonra chun díriú ar uasghrádú  agus feabhsú.


Tá cruinniú ar úsáid talún um lánpháirtíocht Iompair beartaithe idir na Ranna 
Pleanála agus Bóithre agus an UNI i gceann cúpla seachtaine, agus ag an 
bpointe sin beidh tuairisc suas chun dáta tugtha ar na féidearthachtaí atá 
ann don scéim rothar don Chomhairle.


Earlier this year, the Planning Department sought funding from the National Transport Authority (NTA) for a study to investigate the potential roll-out and development of an on-street bike rental scheme (compatible with the existing Dublin Bike Scheme) focused on the Tallaght Town Centre area.  


This was in the context of funding being sought by SDCC for a range of 
‘smarter travel’ 
initiatives from the NTA by both the Planning and Roads 
Departments primarily for measures intended to benefit pedestrians and 
cyclists and encourage greater use of 
public transport


The original proposal was that Stage 1 would comprise the bike scheme 
feasibility study 
and that Stage 2 of the Project would be the preparation of a 
coherent cycle network 
plan to include routes and supporting infrastructure. 
However, further to negotiation with the NTA, it was agreed that SDCC 
would 
be funded to preparing a coherent cycle plan for the area, not 
exclusively 
focused on a bike rental scheme, and that the NTA would themselves 
undertake the feasibility for the extension of the Dublin bike scheme.  The 
cycle network study is currently underway within the Planning Department.


The reasoning behind the NTA approach was that the potential extension of 
the bike scheme within and beyond the Dublin City Council area gives rise to 
issues common to all 
local authorities who may wish to consider 
separate and/or extended schemes and that the NTA would be best placed 
to ensure a consistent approach and importantly, the compatibility of any 
future systems.  There are also particular commercial considerations 



to be addressed and overcome, as the Dublin Bike Scheme is based on a 
significant element of outdoor advertising in return for the provision of cycle 
infrastructure.  Whilst it 
is open to individual local authorities to 
progress 
separate schemes, it was considered that it would be appropriate to seek 
consistency and compatibility in the first instance.  The 
NTA has also 
sought to facilitate an improved coherent, direct, safe and comfortable cycle 
network to support any future scheme in the SDCC area through 
funding a  which an update in respect of progress on the bike scheme 
feasibility will be sought and reported to the Council. 

H6/0911
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS 
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.


PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES/SITES

H7a)/0911  
Proposed Disposal of Affordable Dwellings
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H7b)/0911 
DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE FORMER LOCAL AUTHORITY DWELLINGS - 147 LIMEKILN ROAD;  9 BOLBROOK AVENUE;  TOOTENHILL, RATHCOOLE;  64 RATHLAWNS, RATHCOOLE
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by the Manager and was CONSIDERED:

“Re:    Tenant Purchase Scheme – Proposed Sale of Fee Simple Interest:
It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interests in the sites listed hereunder.  The following have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the properties.

ADDRESS                    LESSEE(S)               

PURCHASE PRICE


147 Limekiln Road        Desmond & Mary Crowe                   €40.83


9 Bolbrook Avenue        Desmond Thorp                              €40.82


Tootenhill, Rathcoole     John & Esther Kenny                        €40.80


64 Rathlawns               Sinead Behan                                  €40.80

 
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor C. King and AGREED:
“That, in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, the Council dispose of the fee 
simple interests in the sites listed hereunder.  The following have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the properties.

ADDRESS                     LESSEE(S)                      PURCHASE PRICE

147 Limekiln Road    
Desmond & Mary Crowe                  €40.83
9 Bolbrook Avenue   
Desmond Thorp                                €40.82
Tootenhill, Rathcoole 
John & Esther Kenny                        €40.80
64 Rathlawns              
Sinead Behan                                    €40.80

H8/0911
REPORT ON PART 8 PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS FOR REPLACEMENT OF DEPOT AND AUXILIARY SERVICES AT HAYDEN'S LANE, GRIFFEEN PARK, LUCAN, CO. DUBLIN
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by the Manager and was CONSIDERED:

“It is proposed to construct a park depot in Griffeen Valley Park. The proposal arises from the proposed disposal of the existing park depot, located at Esker Lodge, Esker Lane, Lucan, to the Department of Education who sought the Council’s assistance in the provision of a site for the construction of a primary school in the Esker area.

The proposal is to provide a replacement park depot in the Griffeen Valley Park Regional Park with access from Hayden’s Lane south of the Rail Lines in accordance with plans and particulars as indicated on Drawing No. 10011-P8-002.

The proposal will include the following:-


 1)   Construction of a park depot building of approximately 450m2 which  will include staff welfare facilities (changing and lockers, toilets/showers  &   canteen), office.

2)    Construction of a machinery/vehicle storage building of approximately  870m2 incorporating craftsman workshop of approximately 240m2. 

3)    Construction of staff car parking, bunded diesel fuel tank, material 
   storage bays, external storage area, vehicle wash bay, safe circulation area and landscaping and boundary treatment.

4)    Widening of existing access from the proposed facility onto Hayden’s Lane, as  indicated on Site Location Drawing No. 10011/010. Provision of services including water, biocycle/septic tank, utilities and telecoms.

All on a site of approximately 2 acres (8,000m2) as indicated on Site Location Drawing No. 10011-P8-001. 

The proposed works were first put on public display from 16th May to 27th June 2011 and 7 submissions were received during the submission period.  In order to avoid lack of certainty in relation to final dates for receipt of submissions, the proposal was 
readvertised from 14th June to 25th August 2011.  While there were no new submissions received, three parties who had made submissions under the first advertising made further submissions.  Details of all the submissions and Council Responses are as follows:

	Gretta Hannigan, Senior Fisheries Environmental Officer, Inland Fisheries Ireland
	Response

	No objection in principle to the development however design detail on the foul effluent treatment facility incl. emission values and location of the final discharge are missing.  
	Surface run off will be attenuated and most kept on site for recycling use.  Additional runoff will be dealt with in combination of reed-bed and new wetland to be established as part of project.  Scheme also contains petrol/oil interceptor trap and cleaning filters for grey-water storage tank.  Details shall be agreed with Inland Fisheries Ireland before works commence on site.

	Drainage arrangements for the vehicle wash bay are required.
	See comment above.


	Beverley Power, Chairperson Concerned Residents of The Grange Lucan, c/o Lock Cottage, The Grange, Lucan.
	Response

	Traffic: No information of how the 40 staff cars will access the depot.  There are 2 options which present difficulties. 1. Southward via Canal –       Substandard lane width (no footpaths). –       Increased conflict by additional vehicles (especially HGV) movements at the 12th Lock Bridge. –       Accident history of the unfenced section of the canal bank. –       Damage to canal embankment by additional vehicles (especially HGV’s) 2. Northwards via newly constructed section of Hayden’s Lane: –       Substandard lane width (no footpaths) on Hayden’s Lane where it has a shared surface with pedestrians and cyclists. Road Safety Audit should be undertaken
	The southward route is not considered to present significant problems in terms of access to the site and was in use on a regular basis up to recent years when the green waste recycling facility was in operation in the park. The northward route is not considered to present significant problems and has been specifically designed to cater for vehicle access to Hayden’s Lane. It is not considered necessary to undertake a Road Safety Audit and there are no current proposals to do so. 

	Part 8 has already been advertised by public notice in June 2006 for this site which is more in keeping with the amenity of the area.
	The Part 8 which was approved for this area at the Council Meeting on 10th July 2006 indicated a ‘Park and Green Routes and Related Services Building’ for the proposed depot location (map).  The current proposal is in keeping with the previously approved Part 8.

	Proposal should be re-evaluated to consider a site beside existing Parks depot on Lynches Lane which has vehicle access to roundabout on Outer Ring Road.
	The current depot on Lynches lane is located on the Kishoge Grange lands which are zoned for development in the Local Area Plan.  It would not be feasible to construct a depot facility on lands which will not be available in the long term.

	Second Submission 8th Sept 2011
	 

	Consider relocating Haydens Lane surface water sewer in the parklands on the eastern side of Haydens Lane and connect to the river on the downstream side of the Griffeen River Bridge.
	An examination of this alternative route will be undertaken to determine the most optimum route for the Surface water sewer. 

	The surrounding 2.4 meter high wall will have a negative effect on the amenity of the area.
	The wall is necessary to provide screening and security for the depot.  The wall will be planted up with climbers to reduce any negative effect it may have on the surrounding area. 

	Security lighting throughout the hours of darkness would create serious light pollution adjacent to the proposed Natural Heritage Area (pNHA)
	Any proposals to use security lighting will be cognisant of the pNHA and will be subject to consideration by the Councils Heritage Officer.


 

	John & Beverley Power, Lock Cottage, The Grange, Lucan
	Response

	Traffic: No information of how the 40 staff cars will access the depot.  There are 2 options which present difficulties. 1. Southward via Canal –       Substandard lane width (no footpaths). –       Increased conflict by additional vehicles (especially HGV) movements at the 12th Lock Bridge. –       Accident history of the unfenced section of the canal bank. –       Damage to canal embankment by additional vehicles (especially HGV’s) 2. Northwards via newly constructed section of Hayden’s Lane: –       Substandard lane width (no footpaths) on Hayden’s Lane where it has a shared surface with pedestrians and cyclists. Road Safety Audit should be undertaken
	The southward route is not considered to present significant problems in terms of access to the site and was in use on a regular basis up to recent years when the green waste recycling facility was in operation in the park. The northward route is not considered to present significant problems and has been specifically designed to cater for vehicle access to Hayden’s Lane. It is not considered necessary to undertake a Road Safety Audit and there are no current proposals to do so.

	Part 8 has already been advertised by public notice in June 2006 for this site which is more in keeping with the amenity of the area.
	The Part 8 which was approved for this area at the Council Meeting on 10th July 2006 indicated a ‘Park and Green Routes and Related Services Building’ for the proposed depot location (map).  The current proposal is in keeping with the previously approved Part 8.

	Proposal should be re-evaluated to consider a site beside existing Parks depot on Lunches Lane which has vehicle access to roundabout on Outer Ring Road.
	The current depot on Lynches Lane is located on the Kishoge Grange lands which are zoned for development in the Local Area Plan.  It would not be feasible to construct a depot facility on lands which will not be available in the long term.


 

	Attracta Uí Bhroin, Finnstown Input Group c/o 17 Finnspark, Finnstown Cloisters, Lucan
	Response

	Proposed depot would compromise this wilderness area and have an irreversible and completely compromising impact on creating a meaningful biodiversity corridor from the Grand Canal pNHA to the County Boundary.
	The site of the proposed depot is less than 1 hectare in size.  The overall size of the park in which it is proposed to be located is 18.8 hectares.  The proposed depot will occupy 4% of the park area.  The size of the depot is not considered to have a significant impact on the overall biodiversity of the park and is likely to increase biodiversity with the introduction of a constructed wetland type arrangement to treat wastewater.

	Proposal is in conflict with Councils Development Plan proposal to develop a linear Griffeen Valley Park, including a biodiversity corridor.  Depot would have a negative impact on the value of the proposed biodiversity corridor.
	See comment above.

	Reconsider the location and pursue a brownfield site rather than this unspoilt green site.
	It is the Policy of Council to locate its park maintenance buildings in the Regional Parks of the County.   

	Insufficient detail available upon which the Council could substantiate a determination that it is consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.
	A Part 8 was approved for this area at the Council Meeting on 10th July 2006 indicated a ‘Park and Green Routes and Related Services Building’ for the proposed depot location (map).  The current proposal is in keeping with the previously approved Part 8.

	Project is subject to EIA.
	The proposed parks depot development is not a form of prescribed development for the purpose of Section 176 of the Planning and Development Act 2000-2010 (i.e. it is not a class of development requiring and Environmental Impact Assessment). 

	The advisement for this proposal did not highlight the proximity to the pNHA of the Grand Canal. 
	The site notice complies fully with the Act; the site location is clearly shown on the drawings.

	Were all prescribed bodies appropriately notified.
	Following a review of the statutory legislation it was considered that no relevant bodies required notification, nevertheless the Council has liaised with Inland Fisheries Ireland and will continue to do so as indicated above. 

	No details in relation to the impact of protected species have been provided for the consultation.  Concern regarding a number of species protected by Annex IV of the Habitats Directive in this area.  Concern about lack of impact assessment and lack of adherence to a number of legislative requirements in this regard.  
	The Council is aware of the presence of several protected species arising from flora and fauna studies which have recently been completed in relation to other developments in this area.  Measures to mitigate any potential impact on protected species will be taken as part of the delivery of the project.  

	Insufficient information about the management of hydrocarbons and the threat presented to adjacent water courses and ground water contamination, and given the presence of livestock adjacent to the site.
	Surface run off will be attenuated and most kept on site for recycling use.  Additional runoff will be dealt with in combination of reed-bed and new wetland to be established as part of project.  Scheme also contains petrol/oil interceptor trap and cleaning filters for grey-water storage tank.  Details shall be agreed with Inland Fisheries Ireland before works commence on site.

	No assessment or detail on the management of the flood impacts given the land floods regularly.
	The site levels will be agreed with Environment Dept. of the Council to avoid possible flooding of the facility itself.  The Environment Dept are satisfied that the building footprint is too small to worsen flooding risk in Lucan.  A strategy of attenuation and permeable paving will be developed in accordance with engineering requirements during the tender phase of the project


 

	Justin Byrne, Lucan Planning Council c/o 17 Finnspark, Finnstown Cloisters, Lucan.
	Response

	Site is unsuitable as land is part of the flood plain of the Griffeen River.
	The site levels will be agreed with Environment Dept. of the Council to avoid possible flooding of the facility itself.  The Environment Dept are satisfied that the building footprint is too small to worsen flooding risk in Lucan.  A strategy of attenuation and permeable paving will be developed in accordance with engineering requirements during the tender phase of the project

	The loss of 2 acres of flood containment will have serious impact downriver on housing estates, parks and Lucan Village.
	See comment above.

	Proposed biocycle/septic tank and materials storage on this land will also have implications for the runoff water in the event of the area becoming flooded.
	See comment above.

	Second Submission 8th Sept 2011
	 

	The advertisement for the development does not state that this is in proximity to a pNHA.
	The advertisement complies fully with the Act; the site location is clearly shown on the drawings.

	The process followed by the Council is confusing and does not meet the conditions and rules for a normal development.
	The public consultation process is a prescribed process and was undertaken in accordance with the Planning & Development Act 2000 and Part 8 of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001-2009.

	Notice to the Council of the presence of several species which are protected under Irish and European Law 
	The Council is aware of the presence of several protected species arising from flora and fauna studies which have recently been completed in relation to other developments in this area.  Measures to mitigate any potential impact on protected species will be taken as part of the delivery of the project.  

	The details for this development are not available on the Councils website.
	The details of the proposed development were made available on the Councils website for the period as required by the Planning & Development Regulations 2001-2001 under the public notices section.  http://www.sdublincoco.ie/index.aspx?pageid=939&pid=21192


 

	Pádraig MacOitir, South Dublin Conservation Society
	Response

	Proposed location contravenes Zoning Objective F in the 2010-2016 County Development Plan.
	The proposed depot is a public service facility to be used in the pursuance of the functions of the Parks Department.  It is a permissible development and as such does not contravene the Zoning Objective.

	Existing Depot at Grange Nurseries could be renovated & expanded.
	The current depot on Lynches Lane is located on the Kishoge Grange lands which are zoned for development in the Local Area Plan.  It would not be feasible to construct a depot facility on lands which will not be available in the long term.


	James Leonard, Chartered Town Planner/Project Manager, Castlethorn Construction
	Response

	Proposed that an alternative site (immediately west of the Hayden’s Lane footbridge on the south site of the Adamstown Link Road) in Castlethorns ownership be considered as an alternative location for the Parks Depot. 
	The alternative site is not in Council ownership and to advance a proposal through the planning process would delay the project to such an extent that it may no longer be viable.  In the event that the land was transferred to the Council this would require a new Part 8 process to be initiated again giving rise to unacceptable delays.

	The Zoning Objective F does not permit ‘Light Industry’ (the proposed metal workshop) or ‘Transport Depot’ (the proposed vehicle store).
	The proposed depot is a public service facility to be used in the pursuance of the functions of the Parks Department.  It is a permissible development and as such does not contravene the Zoning Objective.


An Appropriate Assessment screening has been undertaken for the site and the screening report finds that the proposed development does not require further Appropriate Assessment.

Recommendation 

Following consideration of the submission, the Council is of the view that the issues
raised by way of submission can be satisfactorily addressed.

It is therefore recommended that, as the proposal is in conformity with proper planning and sustainable development, the Council approve the proposal for the construction of a park depot, ancillary services and utilities at the Griffeen Valley Park, Haydens Lane, Lucan, South of the Railway Line.”
It is recommended that this Headed Item be approved.”
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle and AGREED:

“That, as the proposal is in conformity with proper planning and sustainable development, the Council approve the proposal for the construction of a park 
depot, ancillary services and utilities at the Griffeen Valley Park, Hayden’s Lane, Lucan, South of the Railway Line”.

H9/0911
CASEMENT AERODROME - SECURITY ZONE


The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by the 
Manager and was CONSIDERED:

“At  the May Council meeting Ministerial correspondence in relation to Casement Aerodrome was discussed. It was agreed that a briefing be held on 31st May, 2011, (date agreed at O, P & F), in order to update Members on the options in relation to Council policy regarding Casement Aerodrome, Baldonnell.  The relevant correspondence was a 
letter dated 17/02/11 from former Minister Eamonn O’Cuiv T.D. in which he outlined Government policy in relation to Casement and a further letter dated 11/04/11 from the current Minister (Alan Shatter T.D.). This correspondence was in response to communication the Council updating the Department of Defence on adopted Development Plan policy in relation to Casement Aerodrome.


Following discussion the Member’s recommended that, prior to any further 
consideration on matters relating to Casement Aerodrome, a letter should be 
sent to the Department of Defence clearly stating:


·        A request for an outline of the possible scope of the protocol as was 
suggested in the letter dated the 17/02/11;


·        A clarification on the central role of the elected members in the adoption 
of the County Development Plan and any further variations to it. 


·         that agreement of a protocol would require the formal approval of the 
elected 
members of South Dublin County Council given its effect on 
Development Plan policy.  

A letter in relation to the above issued to the Department on 23rd June 2011.  A reply 
was received on 27th July 2011, (listed under correspondence). The letter states that "..the Department takes note of the statutory role of the elected members .........and their formal approval is required for any agreed protocol...............and discussions between ....officials will constitute the review of matters  pertaining to Casement Aerodrome for the lifetime of the Development Plan."
Accordingly, subject to the agreement of the members, it is proposed to commence discussions with the Department in this regard. As has been noted by the Department in the letter dated 27th July any proposed protocol emerging from these discussions will be brought before the elected members for approval.”
Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Land Use, Economic & Transport Planning recommended to the Members that Council officials commence discussions with the Department of Defence 
in relation to Casement Aerodrome, following which a draft proposal would be brought back to the Council.
Councillor T. Ridge stated that she was pleased that the elected representatives would finally have an input into the discussions and plans. Mr. Nevin clarified that meetings with the Department would only be attended by Council officials and not Members.


The report was NOTED.
  H10/0911
REVISED APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE UNDER THE CAPITAL LOAN AND SUBSIDY SCHEME FROM CLUID HOUSING ASSOCIATION (FORMERLY KNOWN AS ST. PANCRAS) IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 6 OF THE HOUSING (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT, 1992 FOR THE PROVISION OF 44 UNITS AT KILCRONAN, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22 


The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by the Manager and was CONSIDERED:

“South Dublin County Council at its meeting on 14th November 1994 approved 
the making of a loan of €2,533,030 to Cluid Housing Association (formerly 
known as St. Pancras), to finance the construction of 44 dwellings at 
Kilcronan, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 subject to the sanction of the Minister for 
the Environment.
A revised application was received from Cluid Housing Association for a loan of €2,680,449 in respect of the housing development at Kilcronan.  The Society is an approved Voluntary Body under Section 5 of the Housing Act, 1988. The project has been completed with all tenants drawn from the County Council's housing list and in occupation since January 1996.


The passing of the following resolution is necessary at this stage to complete 
legal formalities between the Council and Cluid.  Accordingly, it is 
recommended that the Council resolve:

"That the application for a revised loan in the sum of €2,680,449 by Cluid Housing Association, in respect of increased construction cost at 
the existing Rental Subsidy Scheme development at Kilronan, Clondalkin, be approved under Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 subject to the sanction of the Minister of the Environment".


It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor M.Corr     
and AGREED:

"That the application for a revised loan in the sum of €2,680,449 by Cluid Housing Association, in respect of increased construction cost at the existing Rental Subsidy Scheme development at Kilcronan, Clondalkin, be approved under Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 subject to the sanction of the Minister of the Environment".
H11/0911
REVISED APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE UNDER THE CAPITAL LOAN AND SUBSIDY SCHEME BY THE HOUSING ASSOCIATION FOR INTEGRATED LIVING LIMITED, (H.A.I.L) IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 6 OF THE HOUSING (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT 1992 FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF 21 DWELLINGS AND A COMMUNAL/OFFICE FACILITY AT KILCRONAN, CLONDALKIN

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by the Manager and was CONSIDERED:


“South Dublin County Council at its meeting on 14th September 1998 
approved the making of a loan of €2,174,822 to HAIL Housing Association, 
to finance the construction of 21 dwellings and a communal/ office facility at 
Kilcronan, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 subject to the sanction of the Minister for 
the Environment.

A revised application was received from HAIL for a loan of €2,363,358 in 
respect of the 
housing development at Kilcronan. HAIL is an approved 
Voluntary Body under Section 5 
of the Housing Act, 1988. The project has 
been completed and all tenants were drawn from the County Council's 
housing list. The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local 
Government by letter dated 12th December 2005 approved a revised loan 
in the sum of €2,363,358. 

The passing of the following resolution is now required to complete legal 
formalities between the Council and HAIL. Accordingly, it is recommended 
that the Council resolve:

"That the application for a revised loan in the sum of €2,363,358 by HAIL , in 
respect 
of increased construction cost at the existing Rental Subsidy Scheme 
development at Kilcronan, Clondalkin, be approved under Section 6 of the 
Housing (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act, 1992".

It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave and AGREED:

"That the application for a revised loan in the sum of €2,363,358 by HAIL, in respect of increased construction cost at the existing Rental Subsidy Scheme development at Kilcronan, Clondalkin, be approved under Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992".
 H12/0911
REPORT ON REVISED APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE BY THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BUILDING CO-OPERATIVES (NABCO) SOCIETY LTD. IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 6 OF THE HOUSING (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT 1992 FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF 40 TERRACE TYPE DWELLINGS AND COMMUNAL/WELFARE FACILITY AT KILCRONAN (FORMERLY DEANSRATH 'A'/), CLONDALKIN

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by the Manager and was CONSIDERED:


“South Dublin County Council at its meeting on 9th March 1998 approved the 
making of a loan of €2,873,938.71 to the National Association of Building 
Co-operatives (NABCO) 
Society Ltd, to finance the construction of 40 terrace 
type dwellings together with a Communal/Welfare facility at Kilcronan 
(formerly Deansrath "A"), Clondalkin, subject to 
the sanction of the Minister for 
the Environment. 


A revised application was received from National Association of Building Co-
Operatives (NABCO) Society ltd. for a loan of €3,113,397.77 in respect of 
the housing development at Kilcronan. The Society is an approved 
Voluntary Body under Section 5 of the Housing 
Act, 1988. The project has 
been completed with all tenants drawn from the County Council's housing list 
and in occupation since June 1997. 


The passing of the following resolution is necessary at this stage to complete 
legal formalities between the Council and NABCO. Accordingly, it is 
recommended that the 
Council resolve:


"That the application for a revised loan in the sum of €3,113,397.77 by 
National Association of Building Co-operatives (NABCO) Society Ltd, in 
respect of increased construction cost at the existing Rental Subsidy 
Scheme development at Kilcronan, Clondalkin, be approved under Section 
6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 
1992 subject to the sanction 
of the Minister for the Environment.””

It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and AGREED:


"That the application for a revised loan in the sum of €3,113,397.77 by National Association of Building Co-operatives (NABCO) Society Ltd, in respect of increased construction cost at the existing Rental Subsidy Scheme development at Kilcronan, Clondalkin, be approved under Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 subject to the sanction of the Minister for the Environment".

H13/0911
DEED OF COVENANT AND CHARGE FOR UPGRADE OF ATHLETIC TRACK AT BANCROFT PARK, TALLAGHT, D. 24

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by the Manager and was CONSIDERED:


“Registration of Deed of Covenant and Charge in favour of the Minister for 
Transport, Tourism & Sport on Council lands at Bancroft Park in respect of 
Sports Capital Grant for 
the upgrade of existing Athletic Track.


The Council has been successful in obtaining approval to Sports Capital Grants 
from the Department of Transport, Tourism & Sport, in the sum of 
€130,000 for the upgrade of existing Athletic Track.


A condition of the payment of the grant monies requires the Council as owner 
of the land to enter into a Grant Agreement and a Deed of Covenant and 
Charge with the Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport for provision of 
the 
upgrade of existing Athletic Track. for a specified period of up to fifteen years 
and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant on a 
reducing scale.  


This Deed of Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a burden against the 
Council’s title to enable the draw down of grant monies in the sum of 
€130,000 (One Hundred and Thirty Thousand Euro). The Council holds 
registered title to the land under Folio no. DN 122614F and the location for 
the Deed of Covenant and Charge is indicated on Drawing No. PLS 1835-01.  


In accordance with Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001 the Council 
may approve the granting of any ‘financial assistance whether by grants, loans, 
guarantees or other financial aid, lands or other structures etc’ for matters 
of this nature, such approval to be by way of resolution of the Council. The 
above definition would include accepting a charge against Council property in 
respect of funds provided by other parties for facilities constructed thereon.


Accordingly it is recommended that the Council adopt the following resolution:


“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 
2001,  the Council enter into a Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister 
for Transport, Tourism & Sport, which is for the absolute sole purpose of 
securing the approved state grant funding of €130,000, to upgrade of existing 
Athletic Track at Bancroft Park, D24 as shown on attached indicative 
Drawing PLS 1835-01, for community/sporting purposes for a specified period 
of up to fifteen years and in the event of it failing to do 
so, to repay all or part 
of the grant monies on a reducing scale. This Deed of Covenant and Charge is 
to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title”.

It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor D. Looney and AGREED:

“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001,  the Council enter into a Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport, which is for the absolute sole purpose of securing the approved state grant funding of €130,000, to upgrade of existing Athletic Track at Bancroft Park, D24 as shown on attached indicative Drawing PLS 1835-01, for community/sporting purposes for a specified period of up to fifteen years and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant monies on a reducing scale. This Deed of Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title”.
H14/0911
FETTERCAIRN COMMUNITY CENTRE - APPROVAL OF REGISTRATION OF CHARGE IN FAVOUR OF THE MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT, TOURISM AND SPORT

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by the Manager and was CONSIDERED:


“The Council completed an extension to Fettercairn Community Centre to 
provide a designated youth facility for the local community of Fettercairn.  This 
was provided along with the construction of 40 dwellings and an extension to 
the existing crèche at Fettercairn Village.


The Council was approved by the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, 
the sum of €250,000 from the 2007 Sports Capital Programme, towards 
the 
cost of the extension to the Community Centre, along with €75,000 in a RAPID 
top-up grant.


A condition of the payment of the grant monies requires the Council, as 
registered owner of the property, to enter into a Deed of Covenant and 
Charge with the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport to ensure the 
continued use of the facility for community and sporting purposes for a 
specified period of fifteen years and in the event of it failing to do so, to 
repay 
all or part of the grant on a reducing scale. This 
Deed of Covenant and Charge 
is to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title 
to enable the draw 
down of grant monies.

 
In accordance with Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001 the Council 
may approve the granting of any ‘financial assistance whether by grants, 
loans, guarantees or other financial aid, lands or other structures etc’ for 
matters of this nature, such approval to be by way of resolution of the 
Council. The above definition would include accepting a charge against 
Council property in respect of funds provided by other parties for facilities 
constructed thereon.


Accordingly, it is recommended that the Council adopt the following resolution:


“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 
2001, the Council enter into a Deed of Covenant and Charge with the 
Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, which is for the absolute sole 
purpose of securing the approved state grant funding of €325,000, to 
continue the use of the facility at Fettercairn Community Centre, Tallaght, 
Dublin 24 (property as shown outlined in red on attached map) for 
community purposes for a specified period of up to fifteen years and in the 
event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant monies on a 
reducing scale. 
This Deed of Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a 
burden against the Council’s title”. 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor M. Duff    and AGREED:

“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, the Council enter into a Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, which is for the absolute sole purpose of securing the approved state grant funding of €325,000, to continue the use of the facility at Fettercairn Community Centre, Tallaght, Dublin 24 (property as shown outlined in red on attached map) for community purposes for a specified period of up to fifteen years and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant monies on a reducing scale. This Deed of Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title”.

CORRESPONDENCE


Ministerial
Co1/0911
Letter, dated 15th July 2011, from Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government regarding motion passed regarding National Waste Waiver System (M10/0611)

Co2/0911
Letter, dated 20th July 2011, from Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation regarding JLC rates (M5/0711)

Co3/0911
Letter, dated 27th July 2011, from Minister for Defence regarding Casement Aerodrome

Co4/0911
Letter, dated 4th August 2011, from Minister for Communications, Energy & Natural Resources regarding geothermal and wind energy (M16/0611)

Co5/0911
Letter, dated 11th August 2011, from Minister of State for the OPW regarding motion passed on Liffey Valley (M4/0611)


Other
Co6/0911
Letter, dated 05th July 2011, from Clare County Council regarding reasonable doubt and the Litter Act

Co7/0911
Letter, by email dated 06th July, from South Tipperary County Council regarding Draft Directives
Co8/0911
Letter, dated 6th July 2011, from Donegal County Council regarding Right of Ways
Co9/0911
Letter, dated 11th July 2011,  from Limerick County Council regarding subsidy for the old and infirm

The above letters were NOTED.


MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

M1/0911
MAYOR’S BUSINESS (1) – CONGRATULATIONS


It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:


“That this Council congratulates the Irish Ten Pin Bowling Association for successfully hosting the recent 2011 Junior Triple Crown in South Dublin County and commends the Irish teams for the awards they received. Furthermore that this council acknowledges their success as a sporting achievement.”


REPORT:


“If the motion is passed a letter of congratulations will issue to the Irish Ten Pin Bowling Association. The Council will also acknowledge the sporting achievements of the various Irish Teams during the recent tournament held between 25th and 28th August 2011.”


The motion was AGREED.

MAYOR’S BUSINESS (2) – CARERS

 M2/0911
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:


“That South Dublin County Council will play a role to support citizens who are caring for relatives/friends affected by serious mental illness.”

REPORT:

“South Dublin Libraries have been delivering a Bibliotherapy programme which promotes, through reading, better mental health and well being for families and children.  This programme which was developed in association with Tallaght Hospital is geared towards people experiencing stress and emotional difficulties. 
World Mental Health Day occurs on the 10th October next and the County Library will host a series of activities centred on the concept of ‘mindfulness’ aimed at those caring for people with mental illness. Tony Bates, clinical psychologist, has been asked to lead one of the sessions which will be marketed extensively across the County to carers and their families. This is the first in a series of support and information sessions which the Libraries Department will deliver over the next six months to support carers and their families.” 

Councillor C. Jones spoke on the importance of this motion and the need for specialised training for those who find themselves full time carers to those affected in any way with mental illness.

The report was NOTED.
In accordance with Standing Order No 13 the Mayor proposed with the members’ approval to take Motion 20 (M20) proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy out of sequence for consideration at this point and to defer Motion 3 (M3) to the end of the meeting.  This was unanimously AGREED. 

At any ordinary meeting of the Council it shall be proper, if a majority of the Members present and voting so decide, to take an item for consideration out of the sequence of listing on the Agenda, provided always that such decision shall not affect any business required by Statute to be done before any other business at the meeting.

M20/0911
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:


“That the Council congratulates the players, management and members of Shamrock Rovers FC, on their great achievement in European football competitions, and expresses its support for the development of the FAI and its activities, including its League and Cup competitions.”


REPORT:

“Shamrock Rovers became the first Irish club to reach the Group stages of a major European football competition when they qualified last month for Group A of the Europa League.


Rovers' opponents in the group will be Rubin Kazan of Russia, PAOK Salonika of Greece and Tottenham Hotspur of England. Rovers will play each club twice, at home and away. The games will be played over the next few months with the first game scheduled for 15th September while the final group game will take place on 15th December.
Progress to this stage of the competition was achieved when Rovers defeated  Partizan Belgrade of Serbia, after an extraordinary away win in Belgrade. This was a fantastic achievement and is a huge boost not only for Shamrock Rovers and their supporters, but also for Irish football followers everywhere, and is a testimony to the current standard of the Airtricity League of Ireland.
The Council has for many years lent its support to the F.A.I. and its activities in several ways, but principally through the F.A.I. Development Officers who work on behalf of the Council and the F.A.I. to foster and progress association football in South Dublin County, through working with the schools and clubs in the area.
The Council also works closely with Shamrock Rovers at Tallaght Stadium to ensure that the ground and its facilities are of a standard to allow Rovers to make progress not only in domestic league and cup competitions but also in European competitions.  Rovers success will help the club to consolidate itself financially, but will also bring a considerable financial bonus to the businesses in Tallaght and its environs with the arrival of the European clubs and their supporters. 
If the motion is passed, Shamrock Rovers will be formally notified of the Council's wish to congratulate the club on its achievements.” 

Councillor E. Tuffy extended his congratulations to Shamrock Rovers FC in their recent qualification for the EUFA Cup.  

Councillors Jones, King, Corr, Duff, Ridge, Looney, Hannon, O’Connell, McDonagh, Bond and Lahart all joined with Councillor Tuffy in extending their congratulations to Shamrock Rovers and all acknowledged the place Shamrock Rovers played in the community and the significant benefit to the area as a whole following their success. 

Members unanimously paid tribute to council officials, Mr. B. Coman, Mr. W. Sheils and Ms N. Coffey for their hard work in successfully negotiating that the matches to be played in the Championship will be played at home at the Tallaght Stadium.

Councillor D. Looney proposed that an addendum to the Motion be made to include “congratulations to Peamount Ladies Football Club who have recently achieved success in reaching the knockout stages of the EUFA Women’s Champions League.” 

Councillor C. Jones stated that she was happy to take this item as a separate motion and the motion was seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and agreed.

Motion 20 and 20 (1) as outlined above were AGREED.
Councillor J. Lahart queried the position in relation to flags being erected in the County to mark the forthcoming All Ireland Football Final between Dublin and Kerry.

The County Manager, Mr. J. Horan replied to Members and wished to be associated with all the comments regarding the council officials who had secured the playing of the home games at Tallaght.  

He informed the meeting that just prior to the council meeting the Mayor had approved the flying of flags prior to the All Ireland Football Final and this would be done immediately.

M4/0911
FLAT RATE WATER CHARGE

It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor T.  Gilligan:


“That this Council rejects the introduction of a flat rate water charge.”

REPORT:
“If the motion is passed, the terms of the motion will be conveyed to the Minister the Environment, Community and Local Government and upon receipt, a copy of the reply will be circulated to the Members.”

Councillor J. Lahart opened the debate by making reference to current problems around water shortages and the need for better use and conservation of our supply.  His objection to the flat charge is that is does not incentivise residents to conserve water but hits all equally thereby penalising those who practice good water conservation.

Councillors E. Tuffy, C. King, G. O’Connell and C. Brophy joined the debate in support of the Motion and made reference to the Council’s lead in water conservation and the achievements of the schools throughout the County in their efforts to conserve supplies.

The Motion was AGREED.
M5/0911
It was proposed by Councillor E. Walsh, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:


“Go n-impíonn an Chomhairle seo ar an gcomhlacht Veolia/LUAS rothair a cheadú ar a ngréasán tramanna ag uaireanta beagéilimh ar fud Bhaile Átha Cliath.”


“That this Council appeals to the company Veolia/LUAS to permit bicycles on off-peak times on their tram network throughout Dublin.”
REPORT:
“Má glactar leis an rún, cuirfear tuairimí na baill ar aghaidh go dtí Veolia agus beidh cóip den freagra ar fáil ag na baill.

If the motion is passed the members' sentiments will be conveyed to Veolia, and a copy of reply will be circulated when received.”
Councillor E. Walsh spoke on the Motion and highlighted the fact that the DART and mainline train services had relaxed their restrictions in allowing bicycles onto their services.
Councillors M. Corr, J. Lahart, E. Higgins and J. Hannon spoke on the Motion and the following main points were raised:

· Many more would be encouraged to use bicycles if they were 
permitted to transport on LUAS

· Need to look at European models which work very well

· Have reserved area on tram for transport of bikes
The manager informed the Members that he had had discussions with the RPA on this matter and that their primary concern was safety.  
The Motion was AGREED.
M6/0911
TAXI RANKS


It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon:

“That the Manager responsible (a) provide a report detailing the Councils policy on the identification and designation of Taxi Ranks in both private and public places and (b) that he write to the relevant Minister calling for a review of current legislation into the provision of Taxi Ranks on Private Property and that the designation of such ranks for the exclusive use of designated Taxi Drivers/companies/groupings be made illegal.”

REPORT:
“A taxi stand (or rank) road marking (RRM 029) and a taxi sign (RUS 020) are prescribed in the relevant traffic regulations and it is permissible for the Roads Authority to install them on the public roadway. 

Following consultation in relation to the Control of Parking Bye Laws submissions were received from various residential and commercial interests in the parking control areas. These representations included concerns in relation to lack of taxi stand capacity. On foot of these representations proposals for the provision of taxi stands are being developed in the areas highlighted during the public consultation. 

The Council Roads Department has no role in the designation of taxi stands on private property, however, the development of a business to provide taxi for hire on such property, including taxi waiting area is subject to normal planning requirements. 

If the motion be passed  the terms of the resolution will be forwarded to the relevant Minister with responsibility for the regulation of Taxis.”
Councillor G. O’Connell expressed his opinion in relation to what he felt was a lot of misinformation in relation to the role of the local authority in relation to taxi ranks and requested an indication of a timeframe within when Members could expect provision of taxi ranks.  

Councillor O’Connell requested that when writing to the Minister to highlight that current law is ambiguous at best and is not in the interest of fair trade for individuals trying to earn a living.

Councillor E. Tuffy supported the motion.  Councillor J. Lahart stated that he had an issue with the thrust of the motion in relation to the designation of taxi ranks in private grounds and went on to give examples in the county where taxi drivers were paying to use taxi ranks sited on private property.


Mr. J. Horan, County Manager, stated that if it was the consensus of the Members the Motion would be directed to the appropriate Minister.

Councillor J. Lahart requested that more details be requested for both sides so that the Council was in full possession of the full facts before forwarding to the Minister.

Councillor P. Cosgrave suggested d that the issue be discussed at the Transport SPC and all Members were in agreement with this proposal.
M7/0911
HOUSEHOLD TAX


The following motion in the name of Councillor T. Gilligan was  WITHDRAWN:


That this council rejects Minister Phil Hogan’s proposals for a) a household tax and b) a water tax.
M8/0911
HGV


In accordance with Standing Order No 20 the following motion in the name of Councillor T. Delaney was DROPPED in his absence:

That this Council recognises the serious issue of pedestrian safety along the Newcastle Road in Lucan but insists that the proposed implementation of a local HGV ban coincides with a lifting of the existing HGV ban on the Outer Ring Road.
M9/0911
PLAY POLICY


It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:

“That this Council believes that the review of the Council's Play Policy and the Five Year Playground Programme should be given more priority and brought to a conclusion so that a Report can be given to the September Council meeting, and that it is the view of the Council that a new Playground Programme should include plans for smaller local playgrounds in small parks or estate open spaces, and or provide for collaboration with school and church authorities for playgrounds to be located in school and church grounds, and that the new Programme should include one or more pilot projects for adult exercise spaces adjacent to playgrounds.”


REPORT:

“South Dublin County Council adopted its first Play Policy on July 10th 2006. The Play Policy which was formulated by Sports, Recreation, Community and Parks Strategic Policy Committee recognises that it is a child's right to live happily and the primary way that this can be done is through play. 

The policy aims to:

· Promote the importance of Play for children 

· Recognise and actively support all children having the right to play (as 
stated in the 1998 United Nations Convention on the Rights of the 
Child) 

· Enable all children in local communities across South Dublin access to 
good quality play opportunities. 

· Provide a framework by which play provision for children in the County 
can be developed and expanded. 

Specifically it is a Countywide Policy on the Development & Management of Playgrounds and Play Areas (2006) and is a Council strategic plan which outlines its commitments towards the support and development of facilities. It outlines the future development of and management of playgrounds and play areas in South Dublin County. 
 The Council adopted its Sports Strategy on 17th November 2010, and many of the objectives of the Play Policy are now covered in the Sports Strategy 

This is the first strategic plan for sport, recreation and physical activity for South Dublin County. It seeks to prioritize the direction of sport and recreational development in the county for the period 2010 – 2016 (in line with the timeframe for the new County Development Plan). The plan is a framework to guide South Dublin County Sports Partnership (SDCSP), South Dublin County Council’s Sports Office and the Strategic Policy Committee (SPC) of the County Council with responsibility for Sports, Recreation, Community and Parks. It is primarily concerned with the promotion and co-ordination of sport & recreational physical activity in South Dublin County. 

Core Issues:

•         Raising awareness of the importance of physical activity to the 
      target groups


•         Channeling information on opportunities available

•         Reaching those most disadvantaged, socially & economically. Social     disadvantage may include a language barrier, disability or poor access to transport.

•         Restricted Funding  

•         Supporting Volunteers – there is an increased level of 


volunteerism but they need coaching and assistance

•         Supporting Club Development through training, information, 


access 
to small grants, promotion etc.

•         Facilitating true partnership between all the players in this 


field

•         Maximising use of facilities. Lack of facilities not given as a 


reason for non participation. There are a lot of good 


facilities in the county and we need to ensure that they 


are used as efficiently as possible.

Strategic Goals:
•        To build our networks and further facilitate working in 


partnership.

•        To strengthen information provision and our knowledge 


base 

•        To improve and maximise the use of our physical 



environment and built facilities


      •        To reach communities, particularly those experiencing 


disadvantage, through the provision of programmes 


and innovative responses e.g. Link 2 B Active for 


unemployed

•        To increase the capacity of leaders and sporting clubs to 


retain existing members and reach those least active.


       •         To learn and develop though our work


The 5 Year Playground Construction Programme was adopted by the Council in December 2006 and arises from the Council’s Play Policy – Developing Play in South Dublin County 2006 – 2009.

The detail of the playground construction programme, as approved by the  Council, is set out below:

	Location
	Electoral Area

	Griffeen Valley Park
	Lucan Clondalkin

	Rathfarnham Castle Park
	Terenure Rathfarnham

	Rathcoole Park
	Tallaght

	Sean Walsh Park
	Tallaght

	Tymon Park
	Tallaght

	Corkagh Park
	Lucan Clondalkin


Two of the playgrounds listed on the programme have been completed and are now in public use. 

The playground at  Sean Walsh Park, Tallaght was opened to the public in March 2009 and the one at Rathfarnham Castle Park was opened in 2008.

The provision of new playgrounds at Griffeen Valley Park, Tymon Park, Corkagh Park are at various stages.

· A Part 8 proposal for the development of the Griffeen Valley Park (Grange Lands) was advertised and adopted in June 2006. This proposal included for the provision of a playground as part of the development of the park.  

· Design work on playgrounds at Corkagh Park and Rathcoole Park is subject to identification of suitable sites.  

· A public consultation process as part of the Part 8 requirement of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 to 2006(Part 8) was undertaken in relation to the proposed replacement playground at Tymon Park (on the Tymon North side). A report on this was presented to the Tallaght Area Committee (2) on the 27th June 2011 and was NOTED by the Elected Members and is listed as an item on today's Council agenda.

All of these projects are subject to the identification of finance as part of the Capital Programme. 

Playgrounds have been provided under successive RAPID Playground Programmes at Quarryvale, Collinstown Park, Killinarden, Fettercairn, Jobstown, Brookfield, and Kiltalown. Unfortunately, the playground at Collinstown Park was subject to continuous vandalism and had to be removed.   

A new playground was also provided with the new swimming pool in Clondalkin in 2008 and a number of playgrounds have also been provided in the county by private developers e.g. at Adamstown, Balgaddy, The Belfry and Ballycullen.

The total public investment in playgrounds in South Dublin County in recent years amounts to approximately €1.5 million.

It is not feasible for the review of the Play Policy and the Five Year Playground Construction Programme to be brought to a conclusion in time to have a Report brought before the September Council meeting as suggested, but this motion, if carried, will be brought directly to the attention of the review group. We are also aware that there is a proposal by Minister for Children and Youth Affairs to set up a network of Local Authority Play & Recreation Officers and South Dublin County Council will play a major role in the network. The network is envisaged to ensure that the focus on play and recreation area is maintained at this difficult time for local authority and central Government budgetary allocations.

It must also be re-iterated that any future projects are subject to the identification of finance to carry out the works proposed.” 

Councillor E. Tuffy spoke on the motion setting out his support for the large to medium playgrounds which were part of the previous programme.  He discussed the number of playgrounds which had been completed to date and called for a review of this programme as it was now out of date under current construction climate etc.

 
Councillor E. Higgins and Councillor G. O’Connell supported the motion and discussed the possibility of entering into partnerships with communities and those running private indoor facilities to advance the programme.


Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing and Social Development addressed the Members setting out the Councils position in relation to the Sports Strategy which was adopted last year and the life cycle approach to all facilities. He outlined the Council’s historical difficulties with playgrounds and crippling Public Liability claims, vandalism, funding etc., and suggested that a review group be set up through the appropriate SPC to look at the programme. 

The report was NOTED.
 M10/0911
TALLAGHT FIRE STATION


It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, Councillor J. Lahart, Councillor T. Gilligan, Councillor E. Walsh, seconded by Councillor J.  Lahart:

“That this Council calls on the Minister for the Environment, Community & Local Government to prioritise the extension and upgrading of Tallaght Fire Station, and requests the Chief Fire Officer to meet with councillors / officials at an early date in order to expedite the process, given the urgent need for a fire service that is appropriate to the needs of the very large population that is served by this fire station.”

REPORT:
“Dublin Fire Brigade have submitted detailed plans and had received approval, in principle, to the extension and upgrading of Tallaght Fire Station at a cost of approx €3M.  and  have been advised that this funding is no longer available.  Therefore they are currently looking at interim arrangements to refurbish the station, particularly the kitchen and dormitory areas and to update electrical works.  

The funding required will be from revenue budgets and will be dependent on savings 
achieved elsewhere.  South Dublin County Council will be paying €17,134,200 for the Fire Service in 2011.”
Councillor J. Hannon spoke at length on the condition of the current building which has not kept pace with the changing population and infrastructure.  Toilet facilities, kitchen facilities and electrical wiring were all in a seriously bad condition and in addition the fire appliances do not have platform for servicing blocks of over 3 floors.  

· Councillors J. Lahart, C. King and C. Jones joined the debate and the following queries were raised:
· Where is the €17m contribution made by South Dublin County 
Council in its annual budget spent

· Is Dublin City Council being given priority over South Dublin 
County Council in relation to projects

· Need for the Fire Officer to give assurances of the fire service’s 
ability to tackle fires in high rise buildings which are now very 
prevalent in the South Dublin area

· Need to get details of what type of capital spending programme 
is currently ongoing

Councillor C. Jones clarified to Members that capital spending on the fire service came from central government funds and the monies from local authorities were for the annual running costs.

Ms P. Poole, Director of Environmental Services informed Members that a forum had been set up in relation to Belgard Fire Station and Dublin City Manager will be attending a meeting on the 22nd September to discuss the matter and asked that Members await a report from the outcome of that meeting.  She pointed out that she has been assured by the Fire Service that there is no issue in relation to extinguishing fires in high rise developments.

Councillor J. Hannon accepted the Manager’s report and awaits the report following the meeting on 22nd September.

The report was NOTED.

M11/0911
LOCAL FACILITIES


It was proposed by Councillor E. Higgins, seconded by Councillor    Ridge:


“That the Manager report on the promotion of local facilities such as parks, playgrounds, stadiums and petting zoos to schools, play groups and family support organisations as potential school tour/visit sites.”

REPORT:
“Parks:-
The Council's public parks and associated amenities, such as playgrounds, are promoted primarily through the Council's website. The Council has promoted the facilities to schools in the past by means of advertisement in the Kingswood School's Directory. Following a review of the cost / benefit of such advertising, it was decided in 2008 not to continue to advertise in this Directory as the same benefit was being achieved through local contact and the website. The Pet Farm in Corkagh Park has proven to be particularly popular with schools in late spring early summer. In addition, the Council actively participates in national initiatives, many of which are promoted through schools, for example, National Tree Week which is promoted by The Tree Council of Ireland. The Council's Park Rangers also provides a guided walk service for interested groups and schools.

In addition our Sports and Leisure Facilities at Jobstown and Clondalkin are used during the school academic year for swimming by most schools in the surrounding areas. Tallaght Stadium is another facility that in co-operation with Shamrock Rovers provides young schoolboy clubs to participate on match days at half time. It should also be noted that many schools in the county use the Council's network of parks on an ongoing basis for games, health and physical education as part of the curriculum. 

Libraries:-

South Dublin Libraries provide a wide range of services to young people and families across the County six days each week including four late night openings from Monday to Thursday. In 2010 there were over two and a half thousand visits by individual classes from local schools to libraries across South Dublin. Marketing and promotion of library services to families and young people underpins service provision with heavy emphasis on the use of social media and local newspapers to highlight events and activities. A recently designed app for smart phones is now also being heavily used for promotion of events. The Library Department works closely with over ninety primary schools, thirty post primary schools as well as crèches and pre school groups across the County to promote the full range of services available. Live broadcasts from Lyric FM, RTE, Newstalk and other national stations have also recently served to promote the library services on a broader platform.

The library website also offers a 24/7 service to children from the specially designed Children’s Zone http://www.southdublinlibraries.ie/childrens-zone  which includes What’s On @ My Library, Festival Fun and Event’s News which directs children and parents to the range of daily activities delivered specifically for them. A full programme of quality, free events catering for all ages is prepared throughout the year, including:

· Teen Week – February 

· Rediscover Week – March 

· Seachtain na Gaeilge – March 

· Easter Activities – April 

· Lucan Ruaille Buaille Children’s Arts Festival – June 

· Summer Activities – July and August 

· Heritage Week – September 

· Children’s Book Festival – October 

· Halloween 

· Science Week – November 

· Christmas Activities – December

In addition to festival events libraries across the County are currently offering on a daily basis activities for teenagers and children which include:

· Mobile Library service to thirty locations across the County 

· Family Days 

· Keeping Up With The Kids Computer Learning 

· Storytime sessions 

· Parenting programmes 

· Parent and toddler sessions 

· Saturday Book Clubs for 9-12 years 

· Web Games Workshop for Teenagers 

· Movie Nights 

· Arts and crafts workshops 

· Drama workshops 

· Dance workshops 

· Storytelling 

· Creative Writing workshops 

· Poetry workshops 

· Puppet Shows 

· Author Visits  

· Music workshops for preschool children 

· Science hands-on workshops 

· Science displays ”


Councillor E. Higgins queried if it were possible to make available on the council’s website contacts for the purpose of enquiring or making bookings regarding events etc.


Councillor B. Bonner commended the management for the report and praised the council and in particular Clondalkin library for its communication policy with schools. 


Councillor T. Ridge wished to endorse the comments regarding the Councils communication policy with schools.

Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social & Community Development, committed to a full audit of the Councils facilities and contact details and see how to use the information in a better way.
The report was NOTED.

EM/0911
EMERGENCY MOTION:

Under Section 15(5) of Standing Orders the Mayor proposed to deal with an Emergency Motion  as follows which was unanimously submitted on behalf of the members present:

“That this Council expresses its grave concern with the notice issued by Greyhound Recycling & Recovery to residents in South Dublin regarding changes to waste charges.

In particular, we note that the expectation put upon residents to have €60 in their accounts by October 1st is unrealistic and unfair in the current economic circumstances.


This Council calls on a representative of Greyhound Recycling & Recovery to attend a meeting of the Council’s OP&F Committee on September 22nd to answer questions from councillors, and for a motion of discussion on the issue to be moved at the meeting.”

The following amended Emergency Motion was proposed by Councillor C. Jones and seconded by Councillor D. Looney:  


“That this Council expresses its grave concern with the notice issued by Greyhound Recycling & Recovery to residents in South Dublin regarding changes to waste charges.


In particular, we note that the expectation put upon residents to have €60 in their accounts by October 1st is unrealistic and unfair in the current economic circumstances.

This Council invites a representative of Greyhound Recycling & Recovery to attend a meeting of the Council’s OP&F Committee on September 22nd to answer questions from Councillors, and for an item of discussion on the issue to be moved at the meeting.”

The motion as amended was AGREED.
M12/0911 
SUPPORTING BUSINESSES


 It was proposed by Councillor C. Bond, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:


 “That this council develops a strategy for supporting the co-operative sector; such a strategy will be incorporated into the councils plan for supporting businesses.”

REPORT:
“The Councils Business Development & Sustainability programme identifies 8 outcomes supporting business and employment in South Dublin County. The programme is inter agency and function. The aims are to sustain existing business and employment and foster new opportunities. These opportunities can and will include co-operative type activity. Examples are the "community of 
practice" approach through the IEN and the Connect project and the collective opportunities envisaged in the Creative Village outcome in the programme, The concept of individuals and groups combining their resources for maximum benefit is at the core of the programme and will continue to be developed as the process towards achieving the 8 outcomes is rolled out.”

Councillor C. Bond thanked Management for the response and requested that the Council develop a clear strategy which would encourage people to set up Co-ops.


Councillors P. Cosgrave and G. O’Connell supported this timely motion in the context of the Creative Village.

Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Land Use, Economic & Transport Planning responded to the Members and reiterated the principles of the Business Development and Sustainability programme which is supportive of a  co-operative approach.

The report was NOTED.

M13/0911
TRADITIONAL  URBAN CENTRES


 It was proposed Councillor E. Coburn and  Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor to MOVE AND RE-ENTER the following motion:


“That this council calls on the Manager to establish a tailored programme to support the promotion of the county’s traditional town and village centres as highlighted in the Economic SPC working group on Traditional Urban Centres, working with the relevant trading groups and SDCC Chamber of Commerce to develop an action plan.”

M14/0911
COUNCILLOR  REPRESENTATION


It was proposed Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy:


“That this Council, noting the population increase in South Dublin to some 265,174 residents as detailed in the Preliminary Results to Census 2011, and the ratio of one Councillor to every 10,199 residents (one of the highest in the State), calls on the Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government, in the interests of democracy, community representation and fairness, not to reduce the number of Councillors in the South Dublin area in his upcoming review of local government arrangements.”

REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the members' sentiments will be conveyed to the Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government”.


Councillor Looney spoke on the Motion highlighting the need for more participative and meaningful democracy and a need for real local government reform.  He compared the number of councillors in South Dublin i.e., one for every 10,000 residents which compares favourably with the Dublin regional representation but which was a long way behind that of other councils in the country.  He also spoke of the limitations on local councillors’ function which he considered to be anti-democratic.


Councillors C. Brophy, J. Hannon, G. O’Connell, E. Tuffy, C. King and C. Jones spoke in favour of the motion and supported Councillor Looney’s sentiments.  


Councillor C. Jones also referred to the quality of the current individuals of this Council made it one of the leading councils in the country.


Councillor D. Looney thanked Members for their support and contribution to the debate.

The Motion was AGREED.
M15/0911
THIRD LEVEL FEES 


It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan:


“That this Council is of the view that the re introduction of 3rd level fees would be a retrograde step that would adversely impact on access to education in this County and that the Minister for Education & Skills be so informed.”

REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the terms of the motion will be conveyed to the Minister for Education & Skills and, when received, a copy of his reply will be circulated”.

Councillor Hannon opened the debate by outlining the historical progress of Ireland’s education system over the past decades.  He acknowledged the need for universities to be adequately funded but felt that by far the largest outlay was the cost of large fees for lecturers.


Councillors C. Bond, G. O’Connell and E. Tuffy all fully supported the motion and spoke of the need for investment in education now more than ever to encourage and endeavour to keep companies like Intel and Google in Ireland.  These Members also spoke of the current registration fee which was neither equitable nor sustainable.  They felt the fee was not being used for the purpose for which it was originally intended i.e., student services, but was being used to fund general operation of institutions.


Councillor C. Brophy disagreed with Councillor J. Hannon and stated that most lecturers are on quite a small salary and are dependent of renewal of year to year contracts.  He also stated that no political party would re introduce third level fees if there was any other alternative to funding.


Councillors B. Bonner and P. Kearns spoke against the re-introduction of college fees for all but felt that some parents could afford to pay and should do so.  The abolition of fees some years ago created an environment where parents were sending children to private second level education and therefore giving them an advantage over many students who were educated in state-run schools.


Councillor Hannon thanked all the Members who supported his Motion.

The Motion was AGREED.

 M16/0911
EXERCISE AREAS


It was proposed by Councillor E. Higgins, seconded by Councillor B. Lawlor:


“That the Manager investigates the economics, practicalities and insurance/liability implications of installing an exercise area in parks where playgrounds already exist. Such an area would offer park users opportunity to use gym-like equipment for free in their local park. This is common practice on the continent where the equipment used is heavy duty, has anti-graffiti properties and cannot be easily vandalised.”

REPORT:
“Adult exercise equipment is typically provided in other European countries as part of playground provision and also as exercise trails in public parks. The equipment is stand alone and can be used either individually or as part of a sequence of exercises. South Dublin County Council has already provided adult exercise equipment as part of the new playground in Sean Walsh Park which was opened to the public in 2009. Staff from the Parks & Landscape Services Department have also reviewed adult exercise trails provided in public parks in both the Fingal County Council and Dublin City Council administrative areas and have discussed the operating experience with staff in those authorities. As a result of those discussions, it does not appear that there are any particular insurance / liability implications for a local authority in providing such equipment, over and above the standard duty of care which must be exercised in providing any facility / equipment for public use. The Council is seeking confirmation of this from Irish Public Bodies Insurance Company. 

In order to progress the matter, the Council is seeking funding support from the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport for the provision of adult exercise trails in Corkagh, Griffeen Valley and Tymon Regional Parks. In the event that the applications for funding are successful, match funding would need to be identified by the Council in order to proceed to purchase and install the equipment in the three Regional Parks. The cost of providing an exercise trail of between six and eight items of equipment, associated construction and re-instatement works, signage, etc,  is estimated to be in the region of €50,000 per trail.”

Councillor E. Higgins thanked management for the reply on this motion and spoke on the health benefits of this type of equipment in combating obesity which was highlighted very much in the media at present.


Councillor C. Brophy stated that foundations for such equipment had been installed in Glendown some time ago and wished to get confirmation that if funding became available that this facility would be given priority.


Councillors C. King and P. Kearns supported the motion and Councillor Kearns suggested that should funding become available the foundations in Glendown should be re located to a more suitable site.


Mr. B. Sheehan, Senior Parks Superintendent responded to Members and committed to revert with a detailed report on the feasibility of installation of exercise equipment.

The report was NOTED.

   M17/0911  
WATER CONSERVATION


 It was proposed by Councillor C. Bond, seconded by Councillor D.  Looney:


“That this council examines the feasibility of helping tenants to conserve water usage, such as the provision of rainwater barrels for garden use, and the installation of more water efficient appliances such as two flush toilets and water efficient taps.”

REPORT:
“There are rain water containers available on the market for approximately €60 each.  These are connected to the downpipe from the gutters.  These containers include a connecting kit, which when the container is full will allow the surplus water to drain off into the surface water drain.  The average container contains approximately 210 litres.  The two flush toilpiep fets known as the dual flush would be very costly to install as the Housing Department would have to change the sewerage pipe work and toilet pan and cistern in each case. 

There is however an internal water saving device on the market called HIPPO the Water Saver.  This is a special plastic container which is fitted inside the normal W.C. cistern which holds 9 litres of water.  This bag reduces the contents of the cistern by approximately 33%, which if fitted to the housing stock (approx. 9,000) would save a huge amount of water.  The individual cost of the product is approximately €3.50 but this does not include labour.  The total cost would be in the region of €31,500 excluding labour costs.  This system has been used in England for the last three years.  It is now being used in schools throughout Ireland as a conservation measure.  

There are no cost efficient taps.  If the Council were to fit ceramic disc taps this would only cut down on drips and would not be cost effective. The Council will consider the installation of the HIPPO system in the preparation of the Housing budget for 2012.”
Councillor C. Bond spoke on Motion and requested that the Council consider water saving devices in any new housing under construction.

Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social & Community Development, responded to the Member stating that the “hippo” system which is inserted into cisterns to conserve water was being considered for Council housing but many water conservation devices would prove cost prohibitive to install retrospectively. 


The report was NOTED.
M18/0911
DUBLIN FIRE BRIGADE


In accordance with Standing Order No 20 the following motion in the name of Councillor W. Lavelle was DROPPED in his absence:

“That this council calls on both the Manager and Dublin Fire Brigade to carry-out an independent and transparent fire services risk assessment for all areas of our county to identify priority service improvements needed given the very serious concerns that exist over the excessive journey-times for responding fire services to reach highly-populated.”

M19/0911
FINANCIAL CRISES


The following motion in the name of Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave was MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:


“Given the ongoing effects of the financial crises on families and individuals and conscious of the hardship and stress being experienced by many homeowners in this County, the elected Members of South Dublin County Council directs that the County Manager write to an Taoiseach asking that the Government put in place equitable and formal structures that will address the situation in which different categories of mortgage holders find themselves in relation to their private residence, so that they may be able to re-negotiate and if necessary, re-structure their mortgages that will be economically beneficial to themselves and their families, in the context of debt sharing and in the interest of the common good.”

REPORT: 
“The council is very well aware of the distress being experienced by some mortgagors who are experiencing severe difficulties in servicing their debts because of significant reductions in income or unemployment.

With regard to council mortgages, the Council has a policy of early intervention for mortgage accounts that fall into arrears. The Council is committed to working with our customers who are currently experiencing financial problems, or feel they may soon experience problems with their mortgage repayments. 

South Dublin County Council has a dedicated mortgage arrears section who will work with our customers who are experiencing problems with their mortgage repayments. Our staff can discuss the customers circumstances with a view to making an arrangement for a payment agreement of the customers mortgage that is both suitable to the customer and the Council. Each case is dealt with on an individual basis. 


In the case of non council mortgages, the council as a housing authority,  may not even take an application from a distressed private borrower for social housing support until the borrower has lost the family home, is homeless and has no alternative residence. There are no options open to the Council to assist at present.

A high level governmental advisory group has been considering this issue for some time and we understand is expected to report to government by the end of this month. 

Should the motion be passed, the Taoiseach will be written to setting out its terms.”

The motion was PASSED.
M3/0911
MAYOR’S BUSINESS (3) - DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTIONS


The following motion in the name of Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor C. King, was MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:

“That the Members of this Council, in the context of considering a review of its current Development Contribution Schemes, requests that the NTA demonstrates plans for increased service levels within South Dublin County that would justify sustaining the current levies under the Section 49 Scheme adopted to contribute to the Kildare Route Project.”

REPORT:

“A Section 49 supplementary development contribution scheme was approved by South Dublin County Council in support of the Irish Rail Kildare Route Project in   January 2008.  The duration of the Scheme is 30 years and 
the overall value of the Scheme is €57.5 million, which equates to 26% of the total Project cost in the SDCC area and 16.2% of the overall Project cost.


The rate of financial contribution in the South Dublin County Area is set at €1,900 per dwelling, which equates to €19 per m2 for a 100m2 unit, and €22.35 per m2 of commercial development.  A total of €112,000 had been collected to May 2011. This equates to less than 0.2% of the total value of the SDCC Contributions Scheme and just over 0.03% of the overall Kildare Route Project Cost.  

The Kildare Route Project is complete and has resulted in several new stations with park and ride facilities (Adamstown, Kishoge and Clondalkin-Fonthill), new overbridges, roads and footpaths and a doubling of the railway track to four lines that will ultimately facilitate electrification and a DART service via a link into the proposed cross City Centre underground route.  

In January 2007 there were 25 stopping train services per day in the SDCC area, all at Clondalkin Station and in January 2011 there were 62, comprising 32 at Adamstown (station opened in April 2007) and 30 at Clondalkin-Fonthill (new station that replaced Clondalkin in 2009).  The daily level of service to South Dublin County has more than doubled, increasing by 37 stopping trains as a result of the Kildare Route Project to date, including 5 extra trains serving Clondalkin.

It is noted, however, that Kishoge Station has yet to commence operating and both Adamstown and Fonthill could be better served by 
morning and evening peak stopping services.  This matter has been raised by the SDCC `Planning and Transport/Roads Departments in the context of co-ordination meetings with the National Transport Authority.  


This issue has also been raised with Irish Rail, who further to a Lucan-Clondalkin Area Committee motion in January 2010, advised the Council in May 2010 that "When demand increases we will be in a position to quickly increase services to meet that demand" and in the same correspondence, that "The new station at Kishoge was constructed as part of the Kildare Route Project with the expectation that a substantial amount of residential development would be completed in the vicinity of the new station.  However, as you may be aware this has not happened at Kishoge and we have had to defer the opening of the station.
The SDCC Planning Department has recently commenced a Personalised travel planning (PTP) project, funded by the NTA, to advise and inform people in the Lucan area of the potential for sustainable modes of travel in their area, including public transport (bus and rail) and walking and cycling.  This Project will involve working with Irish Rail locally.

In summary, given that the Kildare Route Project is complete, that the SDCC S49 Scheme will collect a relatively small proportion of the overall Project cost (16.2%) over a long timescale (30 years) and a 
very small percentage of this (0.03%) has been collected to date, yet 
significant infrastructure and service improvements have already been delivered with the potential for much greater service delivery and that Irish Rail is committed to working with SDCC to encourage demand, it is considered premature to use the existing KRP S49 levy scheme to negotiate with the NTA and Irish Rail to ensure additional service delivery at this point.  It is likely to be of greater value as a potential means of securing additional service delivery in the future.”

The report was NOTED.
SIGNED:________________________


Mayor

Date:____________________________
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