COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, June 13, 2011

QUESTION NO.

QUESTION: Councillor E. Higgins
To ask the Manager to outline proposals for promoting water preservation throughout the county this summer?

REPLY:
Summer Months and Business Water Conservation Campaign update 
Background

Daily Water usage
The table below displays the average SDCC water usage and distribution loss for 2010 and target reduction for 2011.   Our aim is to reduce water loss by 10% based on 2010 data to the target figure of 19% in network losses and to reduce customer side losses by ~500m3 per day. 

Network distribution water loss reduction will be achieved by network management through pressure control and leak detection and repair.  Customer side losses will be achieved through an awareness campaign to reduce usage and customer side leaks, and where necessary using enforcement action to achieve repairs of private leaks.

	
	Average Total daily Volume
	
	Usage daily Volume (incl customer losses) 
	Network Distribution daily Losses

	
	m3/day
	
	m3/day
	m3/d
	%

	Ave 2010
	70,152
	
	55,499
	14,653
	20.85

	Target 2011
	68,200
	
	55,000
	13,200
	19 


Summer Water Usage

Warm dry weather conditions can place considerable strain on water supply due to dry spells and increased water demand for gardening purposes.  The following graph indicates a spike of 2,000 cum/day (2Ml/day) last May.
 [image: image1.emf]Impact of Weather on May 2010 Distribution Losses
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19th - 24th May

Temp increase from 14 to 22 deg C (no rain)

Dist. Losses increase by approx 2ML/day


Summer Water Conservation Project aim
To increase awareness amongst the general public, schools and businesses regarding the need to conserve water during the summer months and thus reduce demand. 


Campaign Duration
May, June, July, August

Sectoral action plan 

1. Residents/Community groups
Annual water conservation programme 

· Prepare a Summer water conservation leaflet for households

· Issue water conservation tips on social media sites

· Organise a water conservation online competition

Water conservation supports 

· Dublin Regional Water Main Rehabilitation Project to improve water network

Water conservation promotion 
· www.Taptips.ie
· Eco Week

· Water Conservation Road Show

· water wise gardening tips 
2. Schools
There are 100 primary schools and 35 secondary schools in the County.
	
	Primary
	Secondary
	Total

	Schools with Green Flags
	61
	9
	70

	Schools with Water Flags
	17
	2
	19

	Schools with Energy Flags, working on water theme
	23
	3
	26



Annual water conservation programme 

Green schools programme

School Water Conservation Pack

Water Conservation Officer from an Taisce visit schools


Ongoing supports 
· Taptips

· Water Conservation Road Show

· Eco Week

· Hippos

· Water maintenance advice and support available from South Dublin County Council


3. Businesses 
Annual water conservation programme 

Prepare a water conservation information pack for businesses to be included in water invoicing.


Ongoing supports 
· Taptips

· Water Conservation Road Show available to businesses
· Eco business award in Beautiful South Dublin County Awards

· www.Greenbusiness.ie – water audit information and feedback

· Water maintenance advice and support available from South Dublin County Council

Monitoring

Water usage is monitored on a daily basis and information is made available on the www.sdcc.ie. In addition water levels within the region are managed to ensure consistent supply.

PAGE  
1

