Economic Development SPC Meeting 18TH May 2011

REPORT TO COUNCIL
Attended

	Cllr C Jones
	

	Cllr C Brophy
	

	Cllr B Bonner
	

	Cllr M Devine
	

	Cllr C King
	

	Cllr E Tuffy (Chair)
	

	Cllr T Gilligan
	

	Mr S Giblin
	

	Mr G Robinson
	

	Mr D Anderson
	


Officials present:

Mr F Nevin – Director
Mr C Ryan – Senior Planner
Mr P Hogan – Senior Planner
Mr T Shanahan – Administrative Officer
Ms M Ni Dhomhnaill, Project Manager, Connect.
Apologies:  Cllr  W Lavelle, Mr Neil Durkan.
	Headed Item 1
Confirmation and Re-affirmation of Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting of Economic Development SPC of 7th April 2011 were proposed by Cllr E.Tuffy and seconded by Cllr Gilligan
It was proposed by Cllr Tuffy (in his capacity as Chair) and agreed by the Committee that the order of business be altered in order that Headed Item 6 be taken before Headed Item 3.  This was agreed.

	Headed Item 2
Report on Working Group Meetings
A. Urban Centres April 28 2011

B. Economic Strategy May 5 2011

A. Urban Centres Working Group.  

A report on the meeting of the Urban Centres working group meeting on April 28th was presented by Frank Nevin and, following contributions from Cllr Brophy and Cllr Tuffy it was agreed that an interim report on the Urban Centres Working Group be made to the Council meeting and future updates on the working group be made to the SPC.
B. Economic Strategy Working Group
A report on the meeting of the Economic Strategy Working Group meeting on May 5th was presented by Frank Nevin and, following contributions from Cllr Brophy, Cllr Tuffy, Cllr Jones, Garret Robinson and Sean Giblin it was agreed that a report and recommendations for the review of the scheme on the basis of the approach recommended by the Working Group would be brought to the SPC in September and Council in October. Meetings to be scheduled over the Summer and it was also suggested and agreed that, in order to facilitate attendance at both working groups, one of the meetings would be scheduled for lunchtime and the other for early morning. Dates to be agreed.
It was also agreed that a paper prepared by Mr Neil Durkan on the matter of reviewing the Contributions Schemes would be circulated to the Committee members.

	

	Headed Item 3 
Presentation on BIDs
Maire Ni Dhomhnaill made a presentation to the SPC on Business Improvement Districts.

Questions and contributions followed from Cllrs Tuffy, King, Gilligan, Brophy, Devine and were responded to by Frank Nevin and Maire Ni Dhomhnaill.

	

	Headed Item 4 

Update on business support programme 
Mr. F. Nevin presented report on progress on actions in the Improving Business Competitiveness

Action Plan and advised the committee that it was intended that Ms Andrea Carroll, Sustainable Business Executive at South Dublin Chamber be present at the next SPC meeting in September.

	

	Headed Item 5 

Report on Fair-trade Town Status

Due to pressure of time the Chairman Councillor Eamon Tuffy referred this item on the Agenda to the next meeting of the SPC.

	Headed Item 6
Motion from Cllr T Gilligan referred to SPC by Council
“That this Council introduces its own local currency, in conjunction with local businesses, that would be acceptable as payment for rents, NPPR, bin charges and that would be backed by hard commodities - such as allotments, food, energy, agriculture... The currency would not be pegged to any other currency USD/EUR/GBP but would be exchangeable for those currencies. The currency would be used alongside the EURO.”
The motion was proposed by Cllr Gilligan and seconded by Cllr Tuffy.
Contributions followed from Cllrs Tuffy, Gilligan, Jones, Brophy, King and from Garret Robinson.
Frank Nevin responded to a number of questions and reiterated that the Council does not have the legal authority to issue a currency.

Following a discussion it was agreed that the SPC would provide future updates on the social credits initiative and that a letter would issue to South Dublin Chamber seeking their views on the development of the social credits initiative and for a local exchange mechanism aimed at retaining spending within the local economy, similar to the objectives of the Think Local campaign.

	The meeting ended at 7.10 pm


