COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 09th May 2011


	PRESENT 


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Bond, C.
	Kearns, P.

	Brophy, C.
	Kenny, G.

	Coburn, E.
	King, C.

	Corr, M.
	Lahart, J.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lavelle, W.

	Delaney, T.
	Lawlor, B.

	Devine, M.
	Looney, D.

	Duff, M.
	O’Connell, G.

	Higgins, E.
	Ridge, T.

	Jones, C.
	Tuffy, E.

	
	Walsh, E.


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan 

	Directors / Heads of Function


	P. Poole, T. Walsh, B. Coman, C. Henehan, J. Walsh, F. Nevin 

	County Architect
	E. Conroy

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Maguire, J. Quinlivan, H. Hogan, Y. Dervan, E. O’ Gorman

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	B. Sheehan

	Senior Planner 
	N. O’ Byrne 

	Administrative Officer 
	J. Kilgarriff

	A/Administrative   Officer
	M. O’ Neill, S. Kelly

	Senior Staff Officer
	R. Jackson

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne


Apologies for inability to attend were received from Councillors J. Hannon, T. Gilligan and B. Bonner.
The Mayor, Councillor M. Corr presided.


CONFIRMATION  AND  RE-AFFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES

H1/0511
Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 11th April 2011 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.
Prior to commencing the meeting the Mayor, Councillor M. Corr requested that a minutes’ silence be observed following the death during the week of Mr.

Martin Gilligan, father of Councillor Trevor Gilligan.

The Mayor also acknowledged the participation of Members in the recent Senate Elections.  She complimented Councillor C. Brophy on an excellent campaign although he had not been successful.  She went on to acknowledge the success of Councillor C. Keane in the Elections and that this success would be marked at an event at the next Council Meeting in June.




REPORT  OF  AREA  COMMITTIES
H2a)/0511 
RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE – 12th APRIL 2011 - DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING, ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES 

Community Business
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“Application for Arts Grant

Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received 
from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the 
conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for 
approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	Agf:713
	Rathfarnham Theatre Group
	Event subsidy for production and performance support.
	9/3/2011
	€600



It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and 
RESOLVED:-


“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the 
grant as recommended in the foregoing report.””
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart: 

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Rathfarnham Area Committee – 12th April 2011 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

H2b)/0511
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) & (2) – 18th APRIL 2011 - DEALING WITH (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS - TAC1), ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES
Community Business
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“Application for Arts Grants


Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received 
from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the 
conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for 
approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	Agf 715
	Tallaght Probation Project
	Grant Assistance towards promotion and materials of exhibition
	4/4/2011
	€600


 
Application for Arts Contribution

An Application for an Arts Contribution under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has 
been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this contribution, in 
accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, 
is recommended for approval:-

	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	Greenhills College
	Assistance towards costs of mounting and production of Visual Arts Exhibition
	24/03/2011
	€150

	St Dominic’s Community Centre
	Assistance towards costs of art workshops for young people
	29/3/2011
	€250


            It was PROPOSED by Councillor M. Corr, SECONDED by Councillor C. King and 
RESOLVED:

           “That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve 
payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report.””
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor M. Corr,  seconded by Councillor  D. Looney : 
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Tallaght Area Committee (1) - 18th April 2011 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2c)/0511
CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE – 20TH APRIL 2011 - DEALING WITH COMMUNITY  ( 1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING, ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES  
Community Business
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“Application for Arts Grants

Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received 
from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the 
conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for 
approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	Agf 714
	CPLN/Clondalkin Intercultural Centre
	Grant Assistance towards cost of the Unison Choir participating in Int’l Pan-Celtic festival
	15/03/2011
	€400



It was proposed by Councillor M. McDonagh, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and 
RESOLVED:-


“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the 
grant as recommended in the foregoing report.””
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor M. Corr,  seconded by Councillor T. Ridge: 

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Clondalkin Area Committee -  20th April 2011 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2d)/0511
LUCAN AREA COMMITTEE – 26TH APRIL 2011 - DEALING WITH COMMUNITY, ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING, ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & PARKS, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES 
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H3/0511
STANDING  COMMITTEES  -  ORGANISATION,  PROCEDURE AND FINANCE  COMMITTEE
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H4/0511
STRATEGIC  POLICY  COMMITTEES - REPORT OF MEETING OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE APRIL 7th 2011

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Economic Development SPC Meeting 7TH April 2011

Report

Attended

	Cllr E Tuffy
	Mr. F Nevin – Director

	Cllr G O Connell
	Mr. C Ryan – Senior Planner

	Cllr C Jones
	Mr. T Shanahan – Administrative Officer

	Cllr T Gilligan
	

	Cllr E Coburn
	

	Cllr M Devine
	

	Cllr C King
	

	Cllr B Bonner
	

	Mr. S Giblin
	

	M G Robinson
	

	Mr. N Durkan
	



Apologies:  Mr. John Kearns, Mr. Donnie Anderson

	Headed Item 1
Confirmation and Re-affirmation of Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting of Economic Development SPC of 9th February 2011 were proposed by Cllr E.  Tuffy and seconded by Cllr Guss O Connell.

	Headed Item 2
Report on joint meeting of Transport/Economic Development SPCs on 29th March

A report on the joint meeting of the Transport/Economic Development SPCs which occurred on 29th March 2011 was presented by the Director, Mr. Frank Nevin and noted by the members.

	

	Headed Item 3 
Update on business support programme
Frank Nevin made a presentation to the SPC of details of business supports and initiatives of the Council which had previously been delivered to a workshop of elected members on Improving Business Competitiveness on 4th April 2011. 

Questions and contributions followed from Cllrs E. Tuffy, E .Coburn and Mr Garret Robinson and Mr. Neil Durkan.

Frank Nevin responded to the questions and also advised members of the appointment of Ms Andrea Carroll as a programme manager for the business supports agenda outlined and that it was hoped that Ms Carroll would be introduced to members and make a presentation to the next SPC meeting scheduled for 18th May 2011.

	

	Headed Item 4 

Update on Working Groups.

Mr. F. Nevin presented reports on the two working groups established, the Traditional Urban Centres Group and the Economic Policy Group. 

Mr Nevin suggested that the Urban Centres Group future agenda could focus on the opportunities presented by the Creative Village initiative and also to consider the views set out at the January workshop of the Urban Centres working group.

It was suggested  that the future agenda of the Economic Policy group could be the items outlined in the business supports presentation under Item 3 but that in the immediacy a meeting could be scheduled prior to the next SPC meeting on 18th May to address the motion submitted by Mr Neil Durkan below;

 “That the Economic Development & Planning SPC requires the local authority to initiate an immediate review of the Development Contribution Scheme 2010-2017 under S48 and S49 of the Planning & Development Act, and to adjust the development contribution rates appropriately in line with changed market values. In the interest of stimulating economic activity in the County.”

Questions and contributions followed from Cllrs E. Tuffy, G’ O Connell, T. Gilligan, C. Jones and from Mr Garrett Robinson and Mr. Neil Durkan.
Dates of April 28th for meetings of the Urban Centres Group and May 5th for the Economic Policy Group were agreed by members*.
*(These dates were subsequently swapped for operational reasons).

It was also agreed that all SPC members be invited to join the groups and to the meetings scheduled above.

	

	Headed Item 5 

Report on Fair-trade Town Status

Due to pressure of time the Chairman Councillor Eamon Tuffy referred the remaining item on the Agenda to the next meeting of the SPC.
The meeting ended at   7.25 pm

	AOB”


The report was NOTED.

H5/0511
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

QUESTIONS:
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge      and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13f, Questions numbered Q1 – Q19 be 
ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
Q1/0511
RENTED PROPERTIES 


QUESTION:  Councillor B. Bonner

To ask the Manager what powers he has to ensure that landlords keep their rented properties and their gardens properly maintained?

REPLY: 


Every rented dwelling must comply with the statutory Housing (Standards for Rented 
Houses) Regulations 2008 which set the minimum standards for rented property--this 
includes keeping the garden neat and tidy. 


To monitor compliance the council inspects properties on a pro active programme 
and also provides a response inspection service when complaints are received from 
tenants or members of the public. The inspections have traditionally been carried out 
by the Environmental Health Officers. On foot of a recent arrangement, the efforts of 
the EHO’s will now be augmented by the staff of the Architectural Services 
Department with a view to having every rented property in the county inspected 
every 4 years.


Where a property is found to be in breach and the breach is not rectified, legal action 
may be taken. As most of the residential stock of property in South Dublin is at most 
40 years old, the standard of rented properties is very good. Where issues of non 
compliance are discovered they are usually put right at the request of the inspector 
without recourse to legal action.


If the councillor has a specific property in mind and he/she supplies the address, 
arrangements will be made to have it inspected immediately.

Q2/0511
BIN SERVICE


QUESTION:  Councillor B. Bonner

To ask the Manager for an account of the deal between South Dublin County Council and Greyhound Waste which resulted in the recent privatisation of the bin service.  This account to include

1. Price paid by Greyhound

2. What exactly is included for that price

3. What commitment has been made by Greyhound in relation to the Waiver    Scheme

4. What commitment has been made by Greyhound in relation to maintaining a free green bin service?


REPLY:

In relation to the consideration for the sale of the service, the detailed financial terms 
of the sale are legally confidential however the price paid by Greyhound was the 
highest of the bids received and is comparable with other successful disposals of 

large waste collection businesses by our colleagues in other local authorities.  The 
final sum - including savings accruing to the Council arising from the sale - will be 
available when all contractual obligations are resolved and following a customer 
numbers verification process. Replies to Items 1 & 2 are not therefore available at 
the present time.


As part of the bidding process the Council sought and received a commitment that 
waivers would remain in place for a 12 month period following the sale.  Existing 
waiver customers will therefore receive the same benefit for that period.  There were 
no outstanding applications when the sale was completed and the total number of 
waiver customers in the county is 18,884.  In addition the new Programme for 
Government - Government for National Recovery - has stated that there is an 
intention to introduce a public service obligation which would include a national fee 
waiver scheme for low income households.


The Green Bin Service, formerly offered by the Council, is a key part of the service 
now being offered by Greyhound. It is a requirement of the Waste Bye Laws for this 
county, and therefore of the Waste Collection Permits for all domestic waste 
providers, that a Green Bin service be provided to Customers as part of any domestic 
Waste Collection Service.  It should be noted that while the green bin service was 
free to the consumer it was paid for by the local authority and the cost was built into 
overall cost and figured into integrated charge to customers.

Q3/0511
HAZARDOUS WASTE

QUESTION:  Councillor M. Devine
To ask the Manager for the policy regarding disposal of small items of hazardous waste from domestic users?

REPLY:

Household hazardous waste such as paints, oils etc. where the 
substance is clearly 
identifiable, is accepted at the Council's Civic Amenity. Materials that require 
specialist handling, treatment and disposal, such as asbestos, cannot be dealt with at 
a facility such as the Civic Amenity. In disposing of these specialist materials, 
authorised contractors must be used. 


Information on dealing with domestic hazardous waste, including a list 
of asbestos 
disposal contractors, is available to the public on the Council's website. 

Q4/0511
ALLOTMENTS 


QUESTION:  Councillor M. Duff


To ask the Manager for an updated report on the provision of allotments throughout the County, and if he will give an indication of the current level of demand for allotments?

REPLY:
South Dublin County Council provides 258 allotments, which are allocated throughout the County.  

	   Facility
	No. of Plots
	Sqm

	Tymon Park Allotments  
	  13
	100sqm

	Corkagh Park Allotments  
	6   33
	50sqm   100sqm

	Mill Lane Allotments  
	  74
	120sqm

	Friarstown Allotments  
	20   100   12  
	100sqm   120sqm   250sqm



There is an overall waiting list of 496 at present for allotments. 

Q5/0511
HOUSING APPLICANTS 

QUESTION:  Councillor C. Jones

To ask the Manager to make a statement on the number of additional housing applicants who are joining the SDCC housing list in order to qualify for Rent Supplement?

REPLY:

Unless an applicant for rent supplement has been renting privately for at least 6 
months, it is a precondition of a rent supplement application that they  apply for 
council housing and have a comprehensive housing needs assessment carried out.


The council would not be aware of --nor does it record-- the instances where 
applications for housing are made solely on grounds of a rent supplement application. 
All such applicants must apply for Council housing and, if they are deemed to have 
a genuine housing need, they are listed on the housing waiting list.


The housing waiting list has grown significantly in recent years as detailed below. 
However it should be noted that approximately 65% of those on the list are currently 
living in rent supplemented accommodation of their choice.


 Housing Waiting List Statistics:


2004---3809;


2005----4878;


2006----5740;


2007----5977;


2008----6636;


2009----7963;


2010-----8943;


2011----10,100.
Q6/0511
SOCIAL CREDIT SCHEME


QUESTION:  Councillor C. Jones

To ask the Manager to state the amount of applications received with regard to the Social Credit Scheme?

REPLY:

The Social Credits System is a 12 month pilot programme which rewards 
community groups youth groups, resident associations and schools who take action 
by cleaning up, planting and maintaining areas and encourages them to continue to 
take positive sustainable actions within their community. The programme also 
encourages and motivates groups, who are not involved in the enhancement of local 
areas, to get involved. 


To date 43 enquiries have been received, 17 application forms submitted  and 9 
applications approved. Of the applications approved, the actions include area clean-
ups and the establishment of community gardens in a school and community centre. 
Applications are assessed under the following categories:

· Practicality of action to enhance the community 

· Feasibility of project targets/actions 

· Community involvement and participation 

· Structure and layout of proposal 

· Additional information supplied 


Assessments are carried out by a cross departmental Sub-Committee.

Q7/0511
ANTI-LITTER AWARENESS CAMPAIGN


QUESTION:  Councillor C. Jones

To ask the Manager if any funding has been identified for this year through the Anti-Litter Awareness Campaign?

REPLY:

As part of the Council’s anti-litter and anti-graffiti awareness grant scheme funding is 
provided to organisations to carry out anti-litter and anti-graffiti awareness initiatives 
in South Dublin County.


Accordingly community and environmental groups which carry out voluntary 
initiatives that focus on involving schools and young people in anti-litter and anti- 
graffiti awareness actions are requested, via placement of advertisements in the local 
media, to submit proposals for anti-litter and anti-graffiti awareness grant scheme . 
This grant scheme is carried out in conjunction with the Department of the 
Environment, Heritage and Local Government. The Department of the Environment, 
Heritage and Local Government provide 70% of the funding and South Dublin County 
Council provide 30% of the funding. 


Each year the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government notify 
Councils when the funding is available as of yet South Dublin County Council has not 
received notification that the anti-litter and anti-graffiti awareness grant scheme is 
available for 2011

Q8/0511
LIFFEY VALLEY AREA AND DUBLIN MOUNTAINS

QUESTION:  Councillor C. Jones

To ask the Manager if South Dublin Tourist Board has considered having any meetings off-site in areas of particular tourist interest such as The Liffey Valley area and Dublin Mountains?

REPLY:

South Dublin County Tourism rotates its board meetings at various venues across 
South Dublin County.  Monthly hotels meetings are hosted by all 13 member hotels 
as are the monthly golf club meetings with 7 member golf clubs. General members 
meetings have visited Corkagh Park, National Basketball Arena, Áras Chrónáin and 
Tallaght Stadium. SDCT promotes the Dublin Mountains with the support of South 
Dublin County Council through a regional marketing campaign each year via 
Hallowfest. 


The board of SDCT are taking a hike this summer in the Dublin Mountains to fully 
appreciate the tourism potential. 


With the launch of a dedicated iphone app - iGuide South Dublin, SDCT will have 
increased capacity to profile and promote more cultural, historical and scenic aspects 
of South Dublin in greater depth. We will be working with several of the council 
departments to input data and information on the events page of the iguide and 
significantly expand the pages relevant to the representation of South Dublin 
County. 


Historically the company has had a low profile in Lucan and Clondalkin. However the 
company has had several members join recently from both areas which will enable us 
to work more actively in the area. At present we are working on two activity events 
for Waterstown Park in Palmerston that will take place in June and September 
2011.    


A walking festival is scheduled for September in the Dublin Mountains and we are at 
the preliminary stages of event planning a rafting/canoeing event for the River Liffey 
based around Lucan. 


Recent meetings with the newly formed and affiliated Adamstown Cricket Club have 
opened a new area of sports tourism that warrants further development.  In this area 
we are working with the sports officers in South Dublin County Council. 


National TV coverage focussed on the World Irish Dancing Championships 2011 
profiled teachers based at Áras Chrónáin, Clondalkin and excellent coverage of 
Citywest Hotel and the surrounding area. This footage together with footage 
compiled by SDCT, once edited, will become a key marketing tool for the 
company.    


At present SDCT manages 3 Facebook pages, one for South Dublin County and new 
pages just active for Clondalkin and Lucan.


All Council associated properties such as leisure centres, golf course, horse riding 
centre and parks across the county are actively promoted.


As we expand the membership of the company, board members and general 
members do visit and are informed of the unique aspects of each 
member/venue/amenity. Indeed cross promotion of members products amongst 
members is possibly unique to SDCT.  


On joining SDCT all members are asked to take information/flyers/promotional 
material that will enable visitors to experience the variety of venues, events and 
activities available in South Dublin County. 


The company’s website under the new name of 
http://www.dublingolfhotels.ie/  has monthly visits of 60,000 (average) and 
page views in excess of 200,000. 

Q9/0511
WATER QUALITY 


QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to report on the results of water quality testing conducted over the 12 months on the rivers Liffey & Griffeen?

REPLY:

The watercourses mentioned are part of the Eastern River Basin District and as 
such are part of the on-going monitoring and discussion across the 9 local authorities 
involved in the ERBD.

River Liffey


The Water Pollution Control section of South Dublin County Council (the Council) 
collects statutory water quality samples from the River Liffey at five monitoring sites 
four times per annum as per the requirement of Water Framework Directive (WFD) 
legislation. The location of these monitoring sites, know as Operational Monitoring 
(OM) sites, are shown in Figure 1 and listed in Table 1. 


Figure 1
Location of Water Framework Directive operational monitoring sites on the River Liffey in South County Dublin


[image: image1.png]




Table 1
Operation Monitoring sites along the River Liffey in South Dublin County area

	Leixlip Bridge

	Weir 1.8 km downstream Leixlip Bridge

	Lucan Bridge

	Knockmaroon Footbridge



River Griffeen


There is no statutory requirement for monitoring of the River Griffeen under the 
Water Framework Directive but the Council carries out regular non statutory 
monitoring at seven monitoring sites along its length. In 2010 monitoring was carried 
out on five occasions. The presence of the Newcastle municipal wastewater 
treatment would have been the main driver for the number and frequency of 
monitoring of the river. The location of these monitoring sites is shown in Table 2.


Table 2
Non statutory monitoring sites along the River Griffeen in South Dublin County area

	Grifeen River Bridge N7

	Grifeen River D/S Newcastle S/Works

	Grifeen River Nangor Road

	Grifeen River Bridge at Canal

	Grifeen River Esker Bridge

	Grifeen River Gauging Station



Results


River Liffey


The results of Operation Monitoring for 2010 are summarised in Table 3.

Table 3  Operation Monitoring sites averaged physicochemical results for 2010 the River Liffey in South Dublin County area against WFD limits

	Monitoring site
	WFD status
	Ammonical nitrogen

mg/l
	Soluble phosphorus

mg/l

	WFD High Status Limit
	
	<0.04
	<0.025

	WFD Good Status Limit
	
	<0.065
	<0.035

	Leixlip Bridge
	Pass* 
	0.045
	0.0325

	Weir 1.8 km downstream Leixlip Bridge
	Fail
	0.255
	0.042

	Lucan Bridge
	Fail
	0.300
	0.035

	Knockmaroon Footbridge
	Fail
	0.180
	0.027



Key: * indicates Good status with regard to physicochemical monitoring

   Grey shading indicates measured averages exceeding legislative limits


Water quality in the River Liffey is impacted by the discharge from the Leixlip 
wastewater treatment plant. 


This water quality is dealt with as part of the ERBD process. The licence from the EPA 
has required Kildare County Council to carry out works to upgrade the treatment 
plant by January 2012 and this will greatly improve the water quality in this part of 
the river.  The statutory limits are quite stringent and while there is a "fail" rating it is 
not believed to be detrimental to the ecology of the river.


River Griffeen 


The results for non statutory water quality are summarised Table 4 and are 
compared against WFD statutory limits.


Table 4
Operation Monitoring sites averaged physicochemical results for 2010 the River Griffeen in South Dublin County area against WFD limits

	Monitoring site
	WFD status
	Ammonical nitrogen

mg/l
	Soluble phosphorus

mg/l

	WFD High Status Limit
	
	<0.04
	<0.025

	WFD Good Status Limit
	
	<0.065
	<0.035

	Griffeen River Bridge N7
	Pass
	0.018
	0.023

	Griffeen River D/S Newcastle S/Works
	Pass
	0.021
	0.020

	Griffeen River Nangor Road
	Pass
	0.018
	0.020

	Griffeen River Bridge at Canal
	Pass
	0.021
	0.018

	Griffeen River Esker Bridge
	Pass
	0.032
	0.018

	Griffeen River Gauging Station
	Pass
	0.055
	0.026



Physicochemical water quality in the River Griffeen is of High to good quality 
along most of its stretch but does deteriorate in the urban area.

Q10/0511
UEFA


QUESTION:  Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager if any contact has been made with UEFA, the FAI or other bodies to involve South Dublin County Council with the Europa League final to be held in Dublin on May 18th, and if the trophy will be on display in County Hall, Tallaght or any other SDCC facility at any stage?

REPLY:

There has been no contact to date from either the Football Association of Ireland or 
UEFA in relation to the Europa Cup Final. 


Enquiries will be made through the FAI to see if the trophy can be brought to 
Tallaght for display prior to the Final on May 18th. 

Q11/0511
COUNCILS WEBSITE 


QUESTION:  Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager to provide a comprehensive report on the Council's website, detailing the development of the Council' online presence since the website was launched, a breakdown of current user statistics, plans for  development in the coming months and possibilities for future expanded e-governance and citizen interaction?

REPLY:


The development of the Council' online presence since the website was 

launched


The Council’s web site was started in December 1998. The development of the web 
site has progressed along a maturity path as follows;

· Establish Online Presence

· Basic Capability

· Service Availability

· Mature Delivery

· Service Transformation


In the intervening 12+ years the web site has been expanded, improved, made 
interactive, redesigned on a number of occasions, core technologies updated and 
content delivery platforms redesigned. Presently, it would be reasonable to consider 
the position of the council’s web site as “Mature Delivery” and impinging in a number 
of areas on “Service Transformation”.


In terms of the staged model above the following is true:

· Establish Online Presence – in the beginning a small number of fixed format html pages were constructed and presented information relevant to the council.

· Basic Capability – included the ability (again in the early days for people to submit information via email) and the early revisions of a databases driven web site was deployed.

· Service Availability – provided for two way interaction, content which was driven by full blown content management systems, and integrating customer care reporting deployed

· Mature Delivery – web applications such as eplanning, enhanced customer care, waste/refuse.

· Service Transformation – Online GIS in planning in particular but also through the Council's Connect Me, Historical Mapping Project, Availing of shared services such as the NPPR,  dog licencing, and now Social Media.


The development of the council's web presence has been driven by and in 
accordance with the organisation change vision of South Dublin County Council which 
states the vision for:

· Interconnected Data

· Function Location and Activity Date and Time

· Electronic Document Management

· Browser-ability


Total Quality Management of Information and Data has always been a goal of the 
organisation and as a result of this the web presence is a by product of the activity 
which the organisation undertakes.


Breakdown of current user statistics
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Plans for development in the coming months


South Dublin County Council has for a number of years been deeply engaged with 
citizen participation with local issues in an online format. Evolving from the Council’s 
connect project, a service known as Connect Me delivered via the Internet was made 
available to members of the public.  This service gave users of the web site 
information relevant to their area incorporating location based services. A feature of 
this site was it’s ability to enable a citizen to report a fault with a designated number 
of services.


The service has recently migrated to a more advanced version with interactive 
mapping and additional configuration options available to the council.


With this configuration ability, the site has the potential to fulfil a broad outline of the 
fix my street brief contained within the current programme for government where it 
states:


“In local services, we will establish a website  – www.fixmystreet.ie – to assist 


reporting problems with street lighting, drainage, graffiti, waste collection and road 
and path maintenance in their neighbourhoods, with a guarantee that local officials 
will respond within two working days.”


The interactive mapping facility that the Council is able to provide can be configured 
to accept any of the items listed and indeed any other facility which may be required.


It works by the citizen locating a position on a map which they wish to report an 
issue to the local authority. The user simply follows the option to “fix my street”.  
They then give details of the issue which they would like to report.  The details 
submitted are logged and forwarded to our customer care staff for actioning once 
integrated with the customer care database.


In terms of issue resolution - within the Council's customer care application the issue 
is allocated and work-flowed through the organisation in order to meet the 
appropriate and relevant member of staff as quickly as possible.  Under normal 
circumstance, this happens in real time.  Issues are given target dates and can be 
reported on statistically to yield appropriate management information.



Possibilities for future expanded e-governance and citizen interaction


Personalisation of services delivered by the Council to the citizen is always the goal of 
moving the Council's web offerings into the “Service Transformation” classification.  
This is a challenge facing the Council into the future as there is no single recognised, 
verifiable and usable online identity.  Establishing the identity of the individual 
thereby enabling the Council to provide personalised service offerings is critical.


The future of the web development will include closer integration with social media 
even with the possibilities and potential of social media being a source of 
authentication or through services such as open id.  Such identification for specific 
service offerings would in some instances require further verification to ensure 
obligations of data protection are complied with.


The council has previously provided the possibilities of citizen interaction on strategic 
developments such as the development plan process and although not widely used, it 
would appear given the emphasis on social media at the present time, that this will 
become incredibly important in the future and augment some of the traditional 
methods of interacting with the citizen.


The future of expanded egovernance and citizen interaction will shift from a 
predominantly web based approach as it presently is to the web being a supporting 
infrastructure to the citizen's needs. We are presently seeing a growing trend in 

customers/citizens choosing to interact using mobile devices such as the smart phone 
technology being deployed by the telecommunications companies today – on their 
way to work, whilst at recreation, or with specific intent.  The Council views the 
availability of such smart phones to the wider public as being incredibly valuable.  
Many customers will now have GPS and camera capability on them at all times.  This 
means that the quality of the interaction with the customer/citizen becomes more 
rich in terms of the information which they can yield to us. This ultimately means that 
the outcome will be better for the customer.


It is imperative that the council quickly follows where our customers are interacting.  
We recently surveyed our online customers and found facebook, twitter, linked in, 
and boards.ie were the present social media streams which our customers were using 
with facebook being the ubiquitous.  Almost ironically, it is these tools which broadly 
speaking are available at no cost or small cost to organisations.  The challenge is to 
harness their ultimate power to make the process of dealing with queries, reports 
and requests for service more efficient and effective for the customer.

Q12/0511
BICYCLE POOLING 


QUESTION:  Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager to provide an update on plans for bicycle pooling in the Tallaght and overall South Dublin area, and to make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:

A possible bicycle scheme for Tallaght and/or part of South Dublin County Council 
has been discussed by the Planning and Roads Departments of South Dublin County 
Council and the National Transport Authority (NTA).  There is agreement in principle 
to investigate the feasibility of such a scheme and the project is currently being 
scoped by the NTA.  It has also been agreed that South Dublin County Council would 
prepare a cycle network plan for the Tallaght area and work on scoping this project 
has also commenced.

Q13/0511
VOUCHERS

QUESTION:  Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager to consider the inclusion of vouchers for the Council's for-pay facilities, such as Leisure Centres or the Civic Amenity, as part of the next "South Dublin County Today" newsletter, in order to encourage the greater use of Council services by citizens unfamiliar with them; and to ask the Manager to make a statement on the proposal?

REPLY:

South County Dublin Leisure Services Limited was set up in 2006 by South Dublin 
County Council to manage various Council owned leisure facilities on a sustainable 
and cost neutral basis and currently has responsibility for the management of 
Tallaght Leisure Centre, Clondalkin Sports and Leisure Centre and Lucan Sports and 
Leisure Centre.


South County Dublin Leisure Services Limited is currently involved in a targeted 
initiative  Link2BActive  which is an initiative from South Dublin County Sports 
Partnership (SDCSP), Dodder Valley Partnership (formerly Tallaght Partnership) and 
CPLN Area Partnership (formerly Clondalkin Partnership) that promotes increased 
participation in local sporting facilities for men and women out of work or on social 
welfare payments at discounted rates. 


SCDSL Ltd has also agreed in principle to be part of the rewards offering under the 
Council’s Pilot Social Credit System which will cover all facilities and the suggestion 
will be considered in conjunction with this scheme. There will be a presentation to 
the members of the Sports, Recreation, Community and Parks SPC at its May meeting 
on the proposed Social Credits Scheme.


Both the Council's Civic Amenity at Ballymount and the other privately operated civic 
amenity in the County arranged for free access days last year to encourage the 
diversion of material from bonfires.  However, it is not currently intended to offer 
widespread free access vouchers to the Council's Civic Amenity such as proposed in 
the question.

Q14/0511
SUMMER PROJECT GRANTS 


QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager to confirm that the Council will provide a system of grant support for Summer Projects in 2011?

REPLY:

Summer Projects traditionally provided the opportunity for children to avail of healthy 
activities and educational trips outside their areas, who might not normally do so. 
They were also a great opportunity to recruit new volunteers. Now more then ever, 
there is a need to provide such activities. 


The council has allocated funding from the community budget to provide for 35 
projects across the County. Meetings have been held recently with project leaders to 
assist with the planning, administration and other arrangements in relation to events.


A full report will be presented Area Committee meetings in September and the 
Sports, Recreation, Community Development and Parks SPC.

Q15/0511
NATIONAL CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION POLICY


QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he will write to the Minister for the Environment, requesting information on the Minister's intention in regards to publishing a National Climate Change Adaptation Policy, drawing the attention of the Minister to several requests from this Council to the previous Minister urging the publication of such an Adaptation Policy, as promised in the 2007 White Paper on Climate Change, and in the revised Programme for Government of the previous Government, and drawing the Minister's attention to the absence of a reference to Adaptation for the consequences of Climate Change in the new Programme for Government?

REPLY:

If the question is approved a letter will issue to the Minister for the Environment 
Community and Local Government and a copy of his reply will be circulated when 
received.

Q16/0511
HERITAGE PLAN PRINTING 


QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy


To ask the Manager if he will consider publishing in hard copy a limited number, say 1000 copies for distribution to libraries, schools, historical societies, local community organisations etc., of the Country Heritage Plan, and if he will present an updated progress report on the implementation of some of the actions in the Plan, including reference to the role of FAS Placement participants in assisting the County Heritage Officer, recognising that implementation of the whole plan is constrained by the Council's financial position?

REPLY:

Heritage Plan Printing

Quotations for a limited print-run of the Heritage Plan are being sought to determine 
cost base per numbers printed.  Subject to received quotes and best value, it is 
anticipated that a limited print-run will be ordered in early May for distribution to the 
Libraries and other interested groups and organisations.  The Plan will also be made 
available in digital format on the Council’s website and on CD for distribution.  


Heritage Plan Actions and Projects

The County Heritage Forum convened on 8th March 2011 and a programme of works 
under the Heritage Plan was presented by the Heritage Officer which will form the 
foundation for heritage activities for 2011.  The Heritage Forum approved the work 
programme and the agreed projects include those listed in Table 1.  


Where possible, utilising in-house staff expertise has reduced the need for much 
external consultancy, while the Heritage Council has provided 70% funding towards 
two agreed projects: the County Habitat Survey and an Industrial Heritage Desktop 
Survey.  In addition, a significant number of archaeological actions under the 
Heritage Plan have been made possible following the placement of two archaeological 
graduates under the FÁS Work Placement Programme.


FÁS Placements

Since the beginning of March 2011, the Heritage Plan has availed of the assistance of 
two graduate archaeologists placed under the FÁS Work Placement Programme.  The 
placements are for 9 months and the two archaeologists have commenced on their 
initial task of preparing a Historic Area Assessment for Newcastle.  This work will 
trace the development of the parish area of Newcastle from the Norman period and 
involves utilising mapped GIS layers and published source material for this area of 
the County.  An archaeological sub-committee of the Heritage Forum is assisting in 
overseeing and advising the project.  A presentation of the Historic Area Assessment 
will be made available at the completion of the project.


Table 1: Agreed Heritage Plan Projects for 2011

	Theme
	Heritage Plan Action
	 
	To be undertaken By:
	Budget Source

	    Architecture   
	3.1.4     
2.2.5
1.1.1; 1.2.6; 1.3.4  
	·    Building Survey of Council-owned Protected Structures
·    Industrial Heritage Survey*   
·    Collation of architectural conservation reports
	Architectural Services &  Conservation Officer                   
Consultancy   Heritage Plan Assistant
	In-house Staff   

Heritage Council and Heritage Plan   
In-house Staff

	Archaeology
	1.1.1; 1.3.7; 1.2.6; 1.1.4     

3.1.3     


3.1.6; 2.2.3; 2.2.6
	·    Collation of archaeological reports, excavations, and information on recorded artifacts   
·    Collation of information and survey the condition of agreed selected sites listed in the RMP   
·    Historic Landscape Character Assessments
	Heritage Plan Assistant and  Archaeological Heritage Assistants

Archaeological Heritage Assistants     


Archaeological Heritage Assistants
	In-house Staff and FAS Placements   

FAS Placements


FAS Placements  

	Natural Heritage
	3.1.8   

1.2.4   
3.3.6
2.1.4, 2.4.2, 2.5.4, 3.2.2, 4.2.3  
	·    County Biodiversity Plan *   

·    County Habitat Mapping   
·    Hedgerow Maintenance Course   
·    BioBlitz! National biodiversity recording event in Waterstown Park, 20/21st May
	Heritage Officer  and Biodiversity Forum   
Consultancy   Consultant Trainer   
National Biodiversity Data Centre, Heritage Officer, 

Parks Department
	Heritage Council and Heritage Plan   
Heritage Plan   Heritage Plan   
Heritage Plan

	General 
	1.1.1; 1.2.6
2.1.4, 2.4.2, 2.5.4, 3.2.2, 4.2.3   
2.3.5
	·    Heritage Database Construction
·    Heritage Week     


·    Peace Park  
	IT Services, Heritage Officer, Conservation Officer, Heritage Plan Assistant     Heritage Officer, County Library     

Heritage Officer and Steering Group
	In-house Staff       
Heritage Plan


Heritage Plan



* Heritage Council contributing 70% of project costs to County Habitat Survey and 
Industrial Heritage Survey

Q17/0511
TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME


QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy


To ask the Manager for a Report on the implementation of the current Traveller Accommodation Programme and the consequences of the Council's financial constraints on its implementation?


REPLY:

The Housing Department's Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009 – 2013 was 
adopted by the Council at its meeting on 9th February 2009 and each year an annual 
programme of building and refurbishment projects are presented to the Department 
of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for approval for capital finance 
for the Programme. The 2011 Programme was submitted to include the completion of 
works at the following sites:

· Turnpike; two houses and one specially adapted house for the existing residents. 

· Construction of single instance specially adapted housing units at Cherryfield and Lynch’s park. 

· Construction of 3 houses at Belgard Road for existing tenants. 

· Greenhills Grove; A refurbishment Project on 6 housing units at the Group Housing Scheme at Greenhills Grove. 

· Final Account Payments at Lynch’s Lane 3 Bay Emergency Site and Coldcut Group Housing Scheme, 

· A refurbishment Programme at, Ballyowen, Owendoher Haven and Cherryfield Residential Caravan Parks to enable direct electricity billing meters.


The combined cost of the proposed 2011 Capital Programme was €1,089,996.00. The 
Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government have reviewed the 
Programme and while they continue to consider the final account figures, and the 
proposals for the redevelopment of Belgard Road have advised the Housing 
Department that the sum of €600,000.00 is approved for the Capital Programme for 
2011.


The estimate provision for the Management and Maintenance of traveller specific 
accommodation for  2011 is  €1,249,200.00 which is similar to the sum provided in 
2010.  The revenue spending on this programme is regularly monitored and was 
within budget for 2010 and the provision for 2011 will also be sufficient to provide for 
a full maintenance programme.  The Department of the Environment, Heritage and 
Local Government provide a grant to Local Authorities for the Maintenance of sites 
and provision of caretaking services; the grant figure for 2010 was €257,706.58, and 
is expected to be similar for 2011.

Q18/0511
GRAFFITI

QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he will present an updated report on work done by the Council to remove graffiti in the last year and if he will advise if there has been a reduction in the number of incidents of graffiti?

REPLY:

The Council currently provides a wide ranging response to graffiti in the County.


Information about graffiti prevention and awareness forms part of the Council's 
Environmental Awareness role with both community groups and schools and, as part 
of the Litter Management Plan 2008-2011, ongoing campaigns highlight the role 
everyone plays in keeping the county clean including an anti-graffiti message.  The 
Environmental Awareness team have also distributed Anti-Graffiti grants throughout 
the County.


In addition, the Council’s Graffiti programme incorporates the existing resources 
provided by the Council's Graffiti Removal Crew and Litter Wardens, together with a 
partnership initiative with the Probation Services in dealing with reported graffiti to 
provide a prompt response to removing graffiti where required.  


These various aspects provide a broad approach to tackling graffiti but it should be 
noted that the eradication of this problem will require the long-term application of 
these and similar projects to ultimately create a cultural change.


When a report of graffiti is received, the local Litter Warden will inspect the location 
and determine whether the graffiti is on public or private property.  Where graffiti is 
on private property, it is the responsibility of the owner/occupier to remove it and the 
Litter Warden may assist by providing advice/materials.   If graffiti is on public 
property, its treatment is dependant on the surface it is on.  The Graffiti Removal 
Crew apply paint or cement to walls in public areas to remove graffiti while the 
Probation Services teams are provided with graffiti removal chemicals supplied by the 
Council and they apply the chemicals and then wash down surfaces to remove 
the graffiti if possible.  In addition, where practical crews will remove graffiti from 
known graffiti blackspots if they are working nearby.  The Council's Graffiti Removal 
Crew currently comprises 1 supervisor and three staff and this is supplemented by 
the arrangement with the Probation Services whereby they provide an additional 
crew comprising one supervisor and up to 5 men on two days per week.


In addition to staff costs, approximately €30,000 was spent in the last twelve months 
(April 2010 to March 2011) on materials, equipment and vehicle costs for the graffiti 
programme 

 
These figures do not include materials supplied by local Litter Wardens to residents 
for graffiti removal.


Some 165 graffiti removals have been carried out by the Crew and Probation Services 
during the period April 2010 to March 2011 with 251 removals carried out in the 
twelve months preceding that period.  The Council's Customer Contact System 
recorded 186 graffiti related queries being received during the period April 2010 to 
March 2011 compared to 232 in the previous twelve months.

Q19/0511
PUBLIC STOLEN ART

QUESTION:  Councillor E. Walsh
Ós fios dóibh go raibh méadú ar an méid dealbhóireachta a goideadh nó a scriosadh le cúpla mhí anuas, cén bearta sa bhreis atá á ndéanamh ag an gComhairle chun dealbhóireacht phoiblí sna láithreáin poiblí an Chontae, (sna páirceanna, ar thaobh na bóithre, mar shampla) a chosaint?

Mindful of the increase in the number of public art stolen or destroyed in the past number of months, what additional measures is the Council undertaking to defend public art (in the parks and roadsides, for example) in the County?  


REPLY:

Don chuid is mó tá dealbhóireacht phoiblí lonnaithe in áit a bhfuil lucht oibre na 
Comhairle i láthair.  Níl mórán píosaí ealaíne sna Páirceanna agus ceaptar go bhfuil 
siad sách sábháilte mar go mbíonn na páirceanna daingnithe taobh amuigh do 
uaireanta oscailte oifigiúla.  Tá dealbhóireacht ar líonra bóithre i limistéar Chomhairle 
Contae Átha Cliath Theas déanta suas de phlaiceanna cloiche den chuid is mó le 
plandaí mar mhaisiú.  


In relation to public parks there are relatively few pieces of public art which are 
generally located in the parks where the Council has a staff presence. It is 
considered that these pieces are relatively secure as these parks are secured outside 
of normal opening hours.   Art features along the road network in the South Dublin 
County Council area consist mainly of stone plaques with ornate planting.

H6/0511
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.



PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES/SITES:
H7a)/0511
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE DWELLINGS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

 H7b)/0211
DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST IN FORMER LOCAL AUTHORITY DWELLINGS - 67    RATHLAWNS, RATHCOOLE
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by the Manager and was CONSIDERED:


“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground 
Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local 
Government Act 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interests in the site hereunder.  
The following have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and 
Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in their 
property.


67 Rathlawns                             Patrick & Elizabeth Hynes            €40.80”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge     and AGREED:

“That South Dublin County Council, in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, dispose of the fee simple interests in the site hereunder.  The following have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in their property.

67 Rathlawns                             Patrick & Elizabeth Hynes            €40.80”

H7c)/0511
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF LANEWAY TO THE SIDE AND REAR OF 16 TYMONVILLE DRIVE, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN, 24 TO  VINCENT & MARGARET CARTY
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by the Manager and was CONSIDERED:


“An application was received from Mr Vincent Carty to acquire laneway to the side 
and rear of his house at 16 Tymonville Drive, Tallaght, Dublin, 24.


The public right of way over the section of laneway to the side and rear of 16 
Tymonville Drive and to the rear of 12-14 Tymonville Drive was extinguished by the 
Council at its meeting held on 14/3/2011 (Minute No H14/0311 refers). The section 
of laneway adjoining the area to the rear of No 16 Tymonville Drive has already been 
incorporated into an adjacent property. 


The matter has been referred to the Council’s Chief Valuer for examination and he 
has recommended the terms as set out hereunder which he considers to be fair and 
reasonable and which have been accepted by the applicant.


Accordingly I recommend that the Council dispose of the portion of laneway to the 
side and rear of 16 Tymonville Drive, Tallaght consisting of 65 square metres or 
thereabouts, as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/17/10 to the 
respective houseowners, Vincent & Margaret Carty in accordance with Section 211 of 
the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 
of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions, as 
recommended by the Council’s Chief Valuer:

1. That the subject plot is shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. 
LA/17/10 having a net area of 65 square metres or thereabouts.

2. That the Council dispose of the subject plot for the consideration of €2,500 
(two thousand five hundred euro).

3. That the plot is disposed of with full freehold title and vacant possession.

4. That the applicants contact the Council’s Public Lighting Section to arrange 
for the removal of 1 No. Public Lighting column which is located in the 
laneway and the applicants shall carry all costs associated with same.

      5.   
That access shall be retained for Chorus NTL (UPC) for its underground 


services located within the area of disposal shown indicatively in blue 


line on attached Drawing.  The applicants should contact Chorus NTL prior to 

carrying out any work in this area.

     
6.   
 That the applicants incorporate the subject plot into their existing property 

and construct a boundary feature that is satisfactory to the Council.

      
7.    
That the applicants shall pay Valuer’s fees of €250 plus VAT.

     
8.    
That the applicants shall pay the Council’s legal fees.

     
9.    
That the County Solicitor shall draft the necessary legal agreements and shall 

include any further terms he deems appropriate in Agreements of this nature.

     
10.       That the disposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being 

obtained.

  11.      No agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until 

exchange of contracts has taken place.


The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired from M. Waterman in 
1975 for housing and open space purposes. 


 J. Horan 

County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor M. Duff  and AGREED:

“That the Council dispose of the portion of laneway to the side and rear of 16 Tymonville Drive, Tallaght consisting of 65 square metres or thereabouts, as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/17/10 to the respective houseowners, Vincent & Margaret Carty in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions, as recommended by the Council’s Chief Valuer in the foregoing report.”
H7d)/0511  PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PORTION OF LAND ADJACENT 301 GLENVIEW LAWNS, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 TO NOEL AND CATHERINE WHELAN – VARIATION OF TERMS
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by the Manager and was CONSIDERED:


“The Council at its meeting held on 7th April, 2008 noted the proposal to dispose of a 
plot of land adjacent to 301 Glenview Lawns, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to the respective 
houseowners, Noel and Catherine Whelan on the basis of a leasehold disposal for 
garden purposes only for the consideration of €10,000.00.  Minute No. C/0165/08 
refers. The Council noted a variation of these terms at its meeting held on 8/2/2010 
to provide for the disposal of the plot on a leasehold basis for an increased 
consideration to facilitate the construction of an extension to the existing property. 
Minute No. H8g)/0210 refers.


The solicitors acting on behalf of Noel and Catherine Whelan subsequently queried if 
the Council would consider the disposal of the freehold title to the plot to their clients 
and the matter was re-examined by the Council’s Valuer.


The Council’s Valuer has now recommended that the Council dispose of the above 
land subject to revised terms and conditions which he now considers to be fair and 
reasonable. 


Accordingly, I recommend that the Council dispose of an area measuring 233 square 
metres or thereabouts adjacent to 301 Glenview Lawns, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown 
outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/12/08 to the respective householders, Noel & 
Catherine Whelan, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development 
Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 
2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s 
Valuer:-

  
1.     That the applicants’ or their contractor shall be granted a building licence to 
enter and construct an extension, which will have a footprint of not greater than 45 
sqm, on the area shown outlined in red on attached Drawing No. LA/12/08, subject 
to planning permission being obtained.


2.     That if the erection of the extension permitted under the agreement is 
completed to the satisfaction of the Council, the land is to be disposed of for the 
consideration of €20,000 (twenty thousand euro) plus VAT (if applicable), subject to 
full freehold title and vacant possession (subject to Term 4 below).


3.     That the applicants will incorporate the area and any boundary walls or features 
to be constructed shall be agreed with and constructed to the satisfaction of the 
Council. 


 4.     That the Council shall retain a wayleave to any services/public utilities that 
exist on, under or over the subject plot and in particular over the area  area 
coloured yellow on Drawing No. LA/12/08, unless the services that encumber the plot 
are relocated at the applicants’ own cost. 


 5.     That the applicants shall pay the Council’s legal fees.


6.     That the applicants shall pay valuers fees of €1200(twelve hundred euro) plus 
VAT.


 7.     That the applicants hold the freehold or equivalent interest in No. 301 Glenview 
Lawns, Tallaght, Dublin 24. 


 8.     That the County Solicitor shall draft the necessary legal agreement and may 
include further terms and conditions or make such reasonable alterations, additions 
and modifications thereto as he deems appropriate.


 9.  That the proposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being  
obtained.


10. No agreement enforceable at Law is created or intended to be created until 
exchange of contracts  has taken place.


The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired from Dublin City Council 
(formerly Dublin Corporation) in 1997 under the Scheme of Transfer of Lands 
pursuant to the Local Government (Dublin) Act, 1993. 

J. Horan 

County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and AGREED:

“That the Council dispose of an area measuring 233 square metres or thereabouts adjacent to 301 Glenview Lawns, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/12/08 to the respective householders, Noel & Catherine Whelan, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer in the foregoing report.”
H7e)0511   
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF LAND AT NO.’s 1, 21 AND 43 MICHAEL COLLINS PARK, CLONDALKIN
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by the Manager and was CONSIDERED:


“The Council at its meeting held on 16th May 2004 approved a proposal to dispose of 
the freehold title to strips of land located between the three houses referred to above 
and a wall which the Council proposed to build between St. Patricks Park and Michael 
Collins Estates to reduce anti-social behaviour in the area. Minute No.C/0292/04 
refers.


  The disposal of the strips of land in question did not proceed at that stage as the 
provision of the wall was re-considered in light of costs involved etc.  However, the 
wall was subsequently built together with a new detached house, adjacent to 1 St 
Patrick’s Park.


 Following a re-measurement of the area between the as-constructed wall and the 
adjacent houses at Michael Collins Park, it was noted that the areas were slightly 
larger than that stated in the previous report to the Council on 10/5/2004.


 I now recommend therefore, that Term 1 of the report on the disposal of lands 
adjacent to Nos 1, 21 and 43 Michael Collins Park as approved by the members of the 
Council at  its meeting held on 10/5/2004, be varied to include the following revised 
areas: 


1.     Area comprising 80 sqm as shown on Drawing No. LA/11/10 be disposed of to 
Mr &  Mrs.  P. O’Loughlin, No. 1 Michael Collins Park.

     
  Area comprising 65 sqm as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/48/09 be 
disposed of to Mr Richard O’Shea, 21 Michael Collins Park.

      
Area comprising of 14 sqm as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/12/10 be 
disposed of to Mr Liam Smith, 43 Michael Collins Park.


The terms and conditions of the disposal otherwise to remain unchanged.


 The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired from Edward O’ Dowd in 
1959 for general development and housing purposes.


J. Horan 

County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge   and AGREED:

“That Term 1 of the report on the disposal of lands adjacent to Nos 1, 21 and 43 Michael Collins Park as approved by the members of the Council at  its meeting held on 10/5/2004, be varied to include the following revised areas: 

1.     Area comprising 80 sqm as shown on Drawing No. LA/11/10 be disposed of to Mr. &  Mrs.  P. O’Loughlin, No. 1 Michael Collins Park.

2.   Area comprising 65 sqm as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/48/09 be disposed of to Mr. Richard O’Shea, 21 Michael Collins Park.

3.   Area comprising of 14 sqm as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/12/10 be disposed of to Mr. Liam Smith, 43 Michael Collins Park.

The terms and conditions of the disposal otherwise to remain unchanged.”

H7f)0511
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PLOTS OF LAND TO REAR OF 12, 16, 18 & 20 LEALAND ROAD, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22 TO THE RESPECTIVE HOUSEOWNERS
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by the Manager and was CONSIDERED:


“The Council at its meeting held on 13th November 2000 approved the disposal of 
three plots of land at Lealand Road comprising of an area of 1.74 acres(0.705Ha) or 
thereabouts, as shown delineated on Drawing No LD 882 to L.T. Construction Ltd to 
facilitate the construction of a housing development, Minute No C/451/00 refers. The 
plots of land in question adjoin the Bawnogue Enterprise & Community Centre and 
the consideration raised from the sale of the plots was used to offset part of the cost 
of constructing the Centre. One of the terms of the disposal (Condition 8) required 
the Purchaser to extend the existing rear garden walls to the existing houses on 
Lealand Road prior to completion of the housing development. This was to facilitate 
all of the houses having a uniform boundary where the rear gardens adjoin the 
Enterprise and Community Centre.


The work to extend the garden walls was completed some years ago but the legal 
transfer of the title to the additional lands incorporated into the gardens in the case 
of four houses which had been purchased from the Council, has not taken place.  The 
remainder of the houses involved are Council owned rented properties and 
accordingly no legal transfer of title is required. 


I now recommend that in order to regularise title to the plots of land incorporated 
into the gardens of houses at Nos. 12, 16, 18 & 20 Lealand Road as a result of the 
development referred to above, that the Council dispose of the freehold interest in 
the plots in question to the respective houseowners in accordance with Section 211 
of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 
183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and 
conditions:- 

 1.    (a)  Area comprising of 0.004 Ha as shown outlined in red on Drawing 
No.  LA/28/10 to  be disposed of to Ms. Vivienne Trulock, 12 Lealand Road

     
 (b)  Area comprising of 0.001 Ha as shown outlined in red on Drawing No  LA/29/10 
to be disposed of to James & Anne Cummins, 16 Lealand Road

   
  (c)  Area comprising of 0.0016 Ha as shown outlined in red on Drawing No  L
A/38/10 to be disposed of to Dennis & Margaret Garrehy, 18 Lealand  Road

     
(d)  Area comprising of 0.007 Ha as shown outlined in red on Drawing No  LA/30/10 
to be disposed of to Patrick & Catherine Kennedy, 20 Lealand Road


 2.     That the Council dispose of the subject plots for the consideration of €10.00 
euro each.


 3.     That the subject plots are disposed of with full freehold title and vacant 
possession. 


 4.     That the Council shall retain a wayleave to any services that encumber the 
subject plots for maintenance purposes.


 5.     That the respective Purchasers hold freehold title or equivalent in their existing 
adjoining properties. 


 6.     That each party shall be responsible for their own legal fees in this matter.


 7.     That the County Solicitor shall draft the necessary legal agreements and shall 
include any further terms he deems appropriate in Agreements of this nature.


 8.     That no contract enforceable at Law is created or intended to be created until 
such time as contracts have been exchanged.


 9.     That the disposal is subject to the statutory approval of the Council.


  The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired from Daniel & Johanna 
Moynihan in 1974 for housing purposes.


J. Horan 

County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge  and AGREED:

“That in order to regularise title to the plots of land incorporated into the gardens of houses at Nos. 12, 16, 18 & 20 Lealand Road as a result of the development referred to above, that the Council dispose of the freehold interest in the plots in question to the respective houseowners in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions as outlined in the foregoing report.”
H7g)/0511
DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST- SMALL BUILDERS SCHEME 
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by the Manager and was CONSIDERED:


“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground 
Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local 
Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed 
hereunder to Gina Smyth t to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the 
Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Gina Smyth has applied in accordance with the 
provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire 
the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per 
annum.

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	51 Alpine Heights   Clondalkin Dublin 22.  
	Gina   Smyth      
	15/06/1977
	Edward O’Dowd
	€253.00 



J. Horan


_____________________


County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell   and AGREED:

“That South Dublin County Council, in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed in the foregoing report to Gina Smyth, to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme.”
H7h)/0511
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PORTION OF LANEWAY ADJACENT TO 266 KILLINARDEN ESTATE, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 TO VERONICA O’TOOLE
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by the Manager and was CONSIDERED:


“An application was received from Veronica O’Toole to 
acquire a portion of laneway 
adjacent to her home at 266 Killinarden Estate, Tallaght, Dublin, 24. 


The extinguishment of the public right of way over the section of laneway in question 
was considered by the  members of the Tallaght Area Committee at its meeting held 
on 18/4/2011.  The Committee has recommended to the Council that the public right 
of way over the laneway be extinguished and a report on this matter is listed at 
Headed Item 9 for the meeting of the Council to be held on 9/5/2011.   


The matter has been referred to the Council’s Chief Valuer for examination and he 
has recommended the terms as set out hereunder which he considers to be fair and 
reasonable and which have been accepted by the applicant. 


Accordingly, I recommend that the Council dispose of the portion of laneway adjacent 
to 266 Killinarden Estate comprising of 0.0046ha or thereabouts (as shown outlined 
in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/50/10) to the respective householder, 
Veronica O’Toole, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development 
Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 
2001 subject to the following terms and conditions, as recommended by the Council’s 
Chief Valuer: 

1. That the applicant shall pay the Council a capital premium of €1,000 (one thousand Euro) and will be granted a lease in the above land for a term of 20 years subject to a nominal rent of €1 per annum exclusive of all outgoings with rent reviews every 5 years linked to the Consumer Price Index.

     
2.    
That the subject plot is shown outlined in red on the attached copy map 
having 
a net area of 0.0046 hectares.

      
3.     That the applicant shall use the above land for garden purposes only.

     
4.     That the subject land is not encumbered by any services.  

      
5.     That the applicant contacts the Public Lighting Section to arrange for the 
removal of 1 No. Public Lighting column which    is currently located in the laneway 
and the applicant shall carry all costs associated with same.

      
6.      That the Council will extinguish the right of way (if any) over the subject plot.

     
 7.      That the applicant holds the freehold or equivalent interest in No. 266 
Killinarden Estate, Tallaght, Dublin, 24.

     
 8.      That the applicant will incorporate the area and construct a boundary feature 
that is to the satisfaction of the Council.

      
9.      That the applicant shall pay Valuers fees of €125.

    
10.     That the applicant shall pay the Council’s legal fees.

     
11.     That the transaction is completed within 3 months of the date of the Council’s 
approval of the disposal.

     
12.     That the applicant or successor in title shall not be permitted to include the 
subject land in any planning application for planning permission.

     
13.     That the Council’s Law Agent shall draft the necessary legal agreements and 
shall include any further terms he deems appropriate in Agreements of this nature.

    
 14.     That the disposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being 
obtained.

     
15.    No agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until 
exchange of contracts has taken place.


 The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired from Dublin City Council 
(formerly Dublin Corporation) in 1997 under the Scheme of Transfer of Housing 
Interests pursuant to the Local Government (Dublin) Act, 1993. 


J. Horan 

County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell   and AGREED:

“That the Council dispose of the portion of laneway adjacent to 266 Killinarden Estate comprising of 0.0046ha or thereabouts (as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/50/10) to the respective householder, Veronica O’Toole, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions, as recommended by the Council’s Chief Valuer in the foregoing report.”
H7i)/0511
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PORTION OF LANEWAY TO REAR OF 229 KILLINARDEN ESTATE, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 TO PAUL & SANDRA BARRY
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by the Manager and was CONSIDERED:


“An application was received from Paul Barry to acquire a portion of laneway to the 
rear of his home at 229 Killinarden Estate, Tallaght, Dublin, 24.


 The extinguishment of the public right of way over the section of laneway in 
question was considered by the  members of the Tallaght Area Committee at its 
meeting held on 18/4/2011.  The Committee has recommended to the Council that 
the public right of way over the laneway be extinguished and a report on this matter 
is listed at Headed Item 9 for the meeting of the Council to be held on 9/5/2011.  


 The matter has been referred to the Council’s Chief Valuer for examination and he 
has recommended the terms as set out hereunder which he considers to be fair and 
reasonable and which have been accepted by the applicant.

1.  
Accordingly I recommend that the Council dispose of the portion of laneway at rear 
of  229 Killinarden Estate consisting of 0.0012ha or thereabouts as shown outlined in 
red on the attached Drawing No. LA/49/10 to the respective householders, Paul & 
Sandra Barry in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 
2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 
subject to the following terms and conditions, as recommended by the Council’s Chief 
Valuer:

2.  That the Council dispose of the subject plot for the consideration of €500 (five hundred Euro). 

3.  That the subject plot is shown hatched in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/49/10 having a net area of 0.0012ha or thereabouts. 

4.  That the land is disposed of with full freehold title and vacant possession. 

5.  That the subject land is not encumbered by any services. 

6.  That the Council will extinguish the right of way over the subject plot. 

7.  That the applicants hold the freehold or equivalent interest in No. 229 Killinarden Estate, Tallaght, Dublin 24. 

8.  That the applicants will incorporate the area and construct a boundary feature that is to the satisfaction of the Council. 

9.  That the applicants shall pay Valuers fees of €125. 

10.  That the applicants shall pay the Council’s legal fees. 

11.  That the transaction is completed within 3 months of the date of the Council’s approval of the disposal. 

12.  That the County Solicitor shall draft the necessary legal agreements and shall include any further terms he deems appropriate in Agreements of this nature. 

13.  That the disposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being obtained. 

14.  No agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until exchange of contracts has taken place.


The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired from Dublin City Council 
(formerly Dublin Corporation) in 1997 under the Scheme of Transfer of Housing 
Interests pursuant to the Local Government (Dublin) Act, 1993. 


J. Horan 

County Manager”

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell    and AGREED:

“That the Council dispose of the portion of laneway at rear of  229 Killinarden Estate consisting of 0.0012ha or thereabouts as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/49/10 to the respective householders, Paul & Sandra Barry in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions, as recommended by the Council’s Chief Valuer in the foregoing report.”
H8/0511
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000 - INITIATION OF PART 8 PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 TO 2007  - PROPOSED PART 8 PUBLIC CONSULTATION FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A PARK DEPOT, ANCILLARY SERVICES AND UTILITIES AT GRIFFEEN VALLEY PARK, HAYDEN'S LANE, LUCAN, SOUTH OF THE RAILWAY LINE 
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by the Manager and was CONSIDERED:


“It is proposed to commence a Part 8 public consultation process for the construction 
of a park depot in Griffeen Valley Park. The proposal arises from the proposed 
disposal of the existing park depot, located at Esker Lodge, Esker Lane, Lucan, to the 
Department of Education who sought the Council’s assistance in the provision of a 
site for the construction of a primary school in the Esker area. 


The proposal is to provide a replacement park depot in the Griffeen Valley Park 
Regional Park with access from Hayden’s Lane south of the Rail Lines in accordance 
with plans and particulars as indicated on Drawing No.P-010.


The proposal will include the following:-


1)    Construction of a park depot building of approximately 450m2 which will include 
staff welfare facilities (changing and lockers, toilets/showers & canteen), office.


2)    Construction of a machinery/vehicle storage building of approximately 870m2 
incorporating craftsman workshop of approximately 240m2. 


3)    Construction of staff car parking, bunded diesel fuel tank, material storage bays, 
external storage area, vehicle wash bay, safe circulation area and landscaping and 
boundary treatment.


4)    Widening of existing access from the proposed facility onto Hayden’s Lane, as 
indicated on Site Location Drawing No. 10011/010. Provision of services including 
water, biocycle/septic tank, utilities and telecoms.


All on a site of approximately 2 acres (8,000m2) as indicated on Site Location 
Drawing No. P-001. 


With the agreement of the Members, it is proposed to advertise the proposed works 
immediately so as to facilitate the earliest possible delivery of the school by the 
Department of Education & Skills.”
Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Development, Parks and Roads presented the report during which he stated that the new proposed location was not ideal. He referred to the identification of a previous more suitable site which has received “approval in principle” from members at a previous meeting, an orchestrated campaign in the area against the siting of the depot at this preferred location and the urgent need by the Department of Education to build the school. These resulted in new proposals to re-site the depot with the loss of the proposed changing facilities and visitor centre.  Mr.  Walsh outlined that the new proposal will  incur considerably more costs because of inaccessible services and also more operational costs.    

The report was NOTED and it was agreed on the recommendation of Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy to proceed with the Part 8 public consultation process.
H9/0511 
MINISTER FOR DEFENCE'S COMMENTS ON COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN  (AERODROME AT BALDONNELL)

The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by the Manager and was CONSIDERED:


“At the March Council meeting a letter dated 17th February in relation to 
Casement Aerodrome from the then Minister of Defence and an associated report 
were considered and discussed by the elected members. Following the discussion the 
members requested that the matter be referred back to the current Minister, Mr Alan 
Shatter, T.D., for comment. The Minister has now responded by letter dated 11th 
April, (attached and listed under correspondence), stating "the contents of the letter 
referred to accurately reflect the views of the Minister and the Department".

Given the above confirmation and the objective as stated in the Plan in relation to  
Casement the Members should now consider the position  as outlined in the 
Ministerial letter dated 17th February, particularly in relation to the proposed Protocol 
and the strict conditions attached to same.”

Ministers Letter 

[image: image4.emf]
Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Land Use, Economic and Transport Planning  presented this report and asked if Members wished management to engage with the Minister given the strict protocol and conditions which were set out in the Minister’s correspondence.

Councillor W. Lavelle suggested that before considering the matter and the legal position that the Manager would convene a meeting with the Members to discuss fully the planning and legal issues involved in order that Members can be fully aware before making any recommendations.

The Manager agreed that due to the complexity of the matter a meeting to discuss the Councils plan would be of enormous benefit and that a date would be agreed with Corporate Services and notified to all members.

Councillor P. Cosgrave wished it to be noted that the changes which were made to the Development Plan may need to be re-visited.

The report was NOTED.

H10/0511
PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY OVER LANEWAY TO THE SIDE OF 266 AND  REAR OF 229 KILLINARDEN ESTATE
The following report, which had been circulated, was presented by the Manager and was CONSIDERED:


“The attached report was CONSIDERED at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) 
on Monday 18TH April, 2011. 


Following consideration of the report it was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded 
by Councillor C. King and AGREED:


“That this committee recommends to the Council that the public right of way over 
laneway to the side of 266 & rear of 229, Killinarden Estate, Tallaght, Dublin 24, as 
shown shaded red on Map Ref: RE 1101 be extinguished.”


The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right of way is a reserved 
function of the Council.


If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required.


“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 
of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right-of-way over 
laneway to side of 266 & rear of 229, Killinarden Estate, Tallaght, Dublin 
24, as shown shaded red on Map Ref: RE 1101 be extinguished.”

PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY OVER 
LANEWAY TO THE SIDE OF 266 & REAR OF 229, KILLINARDEN ESTATE, 
TALLAGHT,  DUBLIN 24.  MAP REF: RE 1101
 
The following report was submitted to the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting on 
Monday, 24th January, 2011.


“The laneway to the side of 266 and rear of 229, Killinarden Estate as shown shaded 
red on Map Ref: RE 1101 has been the scene of various forms of anti-social 
behaviour. To address this issue, the residents of houses adjoining the laneway i.e. 
houses 229, 230, 231, 232 and 266 have indicated their support for the 
extinguishment of the public right of way over this laneway. The proposal is to 
incorporate the laneway into the gardens of 266 and 229 Killinarden Estate.


The Development Department have agreed terms of disposal with the residents of 
these two houses.


If the Committee agree the Procedure to Extinguish the Public Right of Way as listed 
above will be initiated.”


Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure. 

The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in the Echo on 
Thursday 10th February, 2011 and signs were erected on site in accordance with 
Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993.  The latest date for receipt of objections, 
representations and requests for an oral hearing was Tuesday 29th March, 2011.


No submissions were received.


Public Lighting have reported there is 1No. Public lighting column which is located 
within the laneway adjacent to No.266. This column will have to be disconnected and 
removed.


Water & Drainage Sections have no objections to the proposal. 

Housing Maintenance have no objection to the incorporation of 
laneway.                             

Bord Gais have no gas mains present.

Eircom have no services in the laneway.

UPC have no issue with this proposal. 

ESB have no objections but request that they are contacted before any 
works commence.

It is proposed to incorporate the laneway into the gardens of 266 and 229 Killinarden 
Estate. The Development Department have agreed terms of disposal with the 
residents of these two houses.


The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way is a reserved 
function of the Council. 


Any recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the 
Council.”

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and AGREED:


“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 
of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right-of-way over 
laneway to side of 266 & rear of 229, Killinarden Estate, Tallaght, 
Dublin 24, 
as shown shaded red on Map Ref: RE 1101 be extinguished.”
CORRESPONDENCE

Ministerial

Co1/05011
Letter, dated 11th April 2011, from Minister for Defence in response to SDCC's request for review / clarification in relation to County Development Plan (Baldonnell)
Co2/0511
Letter, dated 14th April 2011, from Minister for Training & Skills in relation to motion passed regarding PLCs

Co3/0511
Letter, dated 28th April 2011, from An Taoiseach's office in relation to motion passed regarding National Drugs Strategy

Other

Co4/0511
Letter, dated 8th April 2011, from Leitrim County Council regarding jobs at the Quinn Group
Co5/0511
Letter, dated 8th April 2011, from Leitrim County Council regarding Primary School Transport Services
Co60511
Letter, by email dated 11th April 2011, from Thurles Town Council regarding the death of Police Officer Ronan Kerr
Co7/0511
Letter, dated 26th April 2011, from Garda Commissioner's office regarding motion passed at March 2011 meeting in relation to Garda Vetting
Co8/0511
Letter, dated 28th April 2011, from National Transport Authority in response to question asked at April 2011 Council meeting, regarding NTA Advisory Council
The above letters were NOTED.


MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
M1/0511
PEDESTRIAN SAFETY

It was proposed by Councillor T. Delaney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr that the following Motion be MOVED AND RE-ENTERED:
“That this Council recognises the serious issue of pedestrian safety along the Newcastle Road in Lucan but insists that the proposed implementation of a local HGV ban coincides with a lifting of the existing HGV ban on the Outer Ring Road.”
M2/0511
ROAD MARGINS & OPEN SPACES
The following motion proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor M. Corr was AGREED WITHOUT DEBATE:

“That a report be brought to this committee re road margins and open spaces owned or maintained by this council where youths congregate for drinking and drugging activities resulting in debris (needles and broken bottles) being discarded on these spaces to the danger of young children, my query is to ascertain whose responsibility is the removal of this detritus.”

REPORT:

“In general, the removal of any material from public open spaces is the responsibility 
of the Parks Department while the removal of material from roadways and footpaths 
is the responsibility of the Cleansing Section.   Depending on the nature of the 
roadside margin, material may also be removed by the Drainage Section as 
appropriate.


All material is ordinarily inspected in the first instance by the local Litter Warden to 
assess whether any evidence is available from it to support a litter fine / prosecution.  
Where any evidence is found appropriate enforcement action is taken.  The 
warden will then arrange for the removal of the material by the staff from the 
appropriate Section.  It is part of the Public Realm Management ethos to ensure co-
ordination across departments for the removal of debris where there are particularly 
problem sites and where the area damaged stretches across different type of public 
spaces.


Protocols are in place and staff across relevant Departments are specifically trained 
for the removal of dangerous items such as needles."
M3/0511
UNIVERSAL SOCIAL CHARGE


As Councillor C. King was absent from the chamber this motion FELL in accordance with Standing Order 20:


“That this Council calls on the Government to abolish the Universal Social Charge as it is an unfair and regressive tax which forces a disproportionate burden on those who can least afford it.”
M4/0511
MEMBERS CONSULTATION

The following motion was proposed by Councillor M. Devine, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:
“That the Manager reaffirms his commitment to the Public Representatives of SDCC that a consultative approach is employed regarding all interests of Public concern including those deemed sensitive.” 

In seconding the motion Councillor Corr also proposed an amendment to the Motion. The amendment was seconded by Councillor P. Kearns:
“With particular reference to the sale of the Refuse Service in South Dublin, 

that the Manager reaffirms his commitment to the Public Representatives of SDCC that a consultative approach is employed regarding all interests of Public concern including those deemed sensitive.” 

REPORT:

“The County Manager is committed to a consultative approach in relation 
to operations of the Council.  To this end over the years a number of communication 
channels were established and systems developed to facilitate the management of 
information from the creation of the data through to the distribution and 
maintenance of information thereby providing constant access of information and 
data to Public Representatives.


CMAS:  The Council operates a meeting administration system which is a repository 
of in excess of 27500 items.  All these items were either submitted by Elected 
Representatives or Management for consideration before and during various formal 
and informal meetings (approx 30 types ranging from Council Meetings, CPG 
Meetings, Annual Meetings, Budget Meetings, Area Meetings, Development Plan 
Meetings, Organisational Procedure and Finance Committee Meetings, Special 
Meetings, SPC Meetings etc) held since 2004. While a considerable amount of the 
data available within the system is publicly available some of these meeting records 
are only made available to Public Representatives for reasons of sensitivity / in 
committee sessions etc.


Membersnet Website: This website dedicated to Public Representatives 
was developed as a channel of choice for public representatives through which 
information (e.g. news, documents, links etc) not necessarily available publicly is 
relayed to members.  Another specific purpose of this site is to ensure complete 
consistency in content and dissemination.


Members Representations:  This dedicated system was developed to facilitate 
individual Public Representatives in making their views / suggestions / complaints 
known to the Council in the knowledge that the system allocates consistent 
timeframes for response and that performance across all departments are subject to 
ongoing monitoring from the point of view of quality of response and compliance with 
target timeframes.   To date a total of almost 21,500 representations  has been 
submitted and responded to through this system.


The Manager has always operated an open door policy and frequently has party 
/ individual members / grouping meetings with Public Representatives as well as 
collective briefing sessions on various issues. However notwithstanding the foregoing 
there may be occasions when for varying reasons it is not possible to consult / 
discuss certain matters of a purely executive nature/commercially sensitive/ or for 
reasons of security/H&S,  with Public Representatives at a particular time.” 

Councillor M. Devine expressed concern that the recent sale of the Council’s refuse service to Greyhound was not done in an open manner with the Members whilst bearing in mind that this was an Executive Function the Member felt the Manager had acted in a covert manner during the negotiations.  Councillor Devine also expressed concern that other services provided by the Council up to now will be treated the same way and privitised.

Councillors M. Corr and P. Kearns were not in agreement with Councillor Devine and felt that they had been fully informed. Councillor Corr stated that she was at all times given access to discuss the issue with the Manager.  
Councillor J. Lahart queried the sale of the database from a data protection point of view and requested clarification on the matter.

Ms P. Poole, Deputy Manager and Director of Environmental Services responded by stating that the commercial sensitivity of this agreement could not be stated enough and that strong legal advice had been sought and that Ernst and Young, a company who were experts in asset disposal had been engaged to assist the Council.  Competitive tension had to be created to raise interest and she went on to explain the bidding process.  As the Council were selling a customer list it was important that the same customers did not have an understanding that the Council were just withdrawing and begin moving to other providers or there would then simply be no value in the sale.  She stated that bidders had had to sign Non-Disclosure Agreements and that until the sale was agreed on St. Patrick’s Day we could not have been sure that a buyer would remain interested.
Ms Poole also stated that despite investment in the service by the Council it had become totally unviable and this was why the Council had taken the decision.  Had the Council not invested in the brown bin service it would have had to stop collecting waste in July 2010. The Council had also developed and invested in the advance credit system etc.  Ms Poole stated that (in relation to data protection) the Council had taken legal advice in order to ensure that the transaction was properly conducted.
The County Manager, Mr. J. Horan also reminded members that this venture was entered into under the Croke Park Agreement and management had engaged with unions under that process.  He also stated that the Council still had legal obligations in relation to Waste Management.

In relation to water an entity will emerge from Irish Water and all issues will be teased out in the public forum.  The Manager assured Members that management make themselves available at all times but the issues surrounding the sale of the refuse service were different from normal arrangements.

The report was NOTED.
M5/0511
MULTI UNIT DEVELOPMENT ACT

It was proposed by Councillor C. Bond, seconded by Councillor  M. Corr that the following motion be MOVED AND RE-ENTERED:
“This Council calls on the Planning Department to report to the members on the coming into force of the Multi Unit Development Act 2011 and the requirement on developers to vest common areas in Owner’s Management Companies and that this will require clarity on the part of local authority as what common areas are to be taken in charge by the Council.”
M6/0511
LIFFEY & MOUNTAIN PARTNERSHIPS

It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy that the following motion be MOVED AND RE-ENTERED:
“That this council, reaffirming our commitment to protect and enhance the outstanding character and amenity of the Liffey Valley, expresses its support to both the Taoiseach and the Minister of State for the OPW for the establishment of single coordinating Liffey Valley Partnership, similar to the Dublin Mountain Partnership to bring together local authorities and other stakeholders to progress achievable and economic measures to develop the Liffey Valley’s recreational and tourism amenity; and further recommends that this council as the only local authority with both experience of the Dublin Mountain Partnership and an interest in the Liffey Valley should offer to play a lead role in the establishment of such a partnership.”
M7/0511
PARKING OUTSIDE SCHOOLS


As Councillor B. Bonner was not in the Chamber her motion FELL in accordance with Standing Order 20:

“That the Manager would produce a report on the efforts made by the council to address the problem of dangerous and illegal parking outside and near schools at school opening and closing times and would address the following issues.

a. The extent to which the council tries to ensure that there is a safe pedestrian route for children to walk to school.

b. Risk to pedestrians especially children caused by dangerous parking.

c. Annoyance caused to residents whose driveways etc are routinely blocked by school related parking.

d. The extent to which a concerted effort is made to enforce the law with regard to dangerous or illegal parking at schools.”
M8/0511
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor M.  Corr and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:
“That this Council welcomes the commitment in the Programme for a National Government 2011 to 2016 (Page 27 Reforming local government) to "move many of the functions currently being performed by agencies - such as community employment and enterprise supports - back to local government" and requests the Manager to advise if any discussions have taken place between South Dublin County Council and Government on this commitment, and further if he will present a report on the likely financial and personnel supports which would be required by the Council to implement such a development in its area, and if he will  make a statement on the matter.”

REPORT:

“No discussions have taken place between South Dublin County Council and Central 
Government Departments in relation to the transfer of local devlopment and 
enterprise agencies to the Council.


The Local Development Companies namely CPLN and Dodder Valey Partnerships are 
currently working on their workplans for the period to 2013 which in accordance with 
new procedures need to be approved by both the County SIM Group and the County 
Development Board.


The members will be kept informed in terms of any transfer of functions from these 
agencies.”
M9/0511
DOWNSIZING BY SDCC TENANTS 


It was proposed Councillor M. Duff , seconded by Councillor M. Corr:
“That this Council requests the Manager to provide a report indicating how many "single person" tenants, currently living in three bed roomed houses, who could downsize to smaller housing units and to facilitate transfer requests to such accommodation in an effort to free up housing for families on the Council's housing list.”

REPORT:

“Currently there are 567 three-bed roomed properties which have single person 
tenancies in place. This represents approximately 5% of the Council Social Housing 
Stock. 41 of these tenants have applied for transfers to 1 bed units based on 
downsizing 


The Council considers tenants who wish to downsize in terms of the transfer list 
where relevant but two factors that effect progress are:

· Lack of single bed units 

· Location of single bed units 


The Council will continue to consider transfers as an option for those wishing to 
downsize to smaller units.


In relation to the 526 tenants in 3 bed properties who have not sought a transfer it 
should be noted that they have generally lived in the 3 bed property and raised their 
family there over an extended period.  They tend to have neighbours support and 
sentimental attachment to the property and area and do not want to move from it. 
Under the tenancy agreement it is not be possible to compel them to do so.”
Councillor M. Duff accepted the Manager’s report and spoke on the Motion querying the possibility of finding a mechanism by which we could advance a project similar to “Whitestown Way” to help get families off the waiting list and into accommodation.  
Councillors M. Corr, C. Jones and T. Ridge all spoke in support of the Motion and Councillor Corr suggested that perhaps tenants could be asked to register their interest in downsizing during the next Housing Needs Assessment.

Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community, responded to Members stating that the lack of single bed units was an obstacle at the moment to advancing this project but promised to explore possibilities open to the Council through Capital Loan Subsidy and Voluntary Housing.

The Motion was AGREED.
M10/0511
PALMERSTOWN CAMERA CLUB

It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor M. Corr: 
“That this Council will meet with Palmerstown Camera Club with a view to collaborating with them on a photographic project on the SDCC / Ethiopian Partnership.”
Councillor Jones noted the manager’s report and requested that the motion be RE-ENTERED to a future meeting following receipt of the Annual Report on the Ethiopian Project at an imminent Organisation, Procedure and Finance Meeting.
M11/0511
PUBLIC CONTRACTS 

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by  Councillor P. Kearns:
“That this Council reiterates its support for contractor compliance with Registered Employment Agreements and agreed standards of wages, health and safety and conditions. To this end, the Council requests a full report from the Manager on how issues of compliance are investigated and monitored both prior to and following the awarding of contracts.”

REPORT:

“The following rules apply to public procurement: 


·         European Treaties 


·         Directive 2004/17/EC (for utilities) which was transposed into Irish Law by SI 
150 / 2007  


·         Directive 2004/18/ EC (for public sector) which was transposed into Irish law 
by SI 329 /2006 


·         Department of Finance Guidance on Supplies and Services, Engineering 
Consultants and Construction Contracts 


·         In-house procedures 


·         Competition Law 


·         Requirement for competitive Tendering and Value for Money.


There are a range of obligations relating to taxes, employment protection provisions 
and working conditions etc imposed by the European Communities (Award of Public 
Authorities' Contracts) Regulations 2006 (SI 329 /2006). 


To ensure compliance, the Council, when proposing to award a public contract that 
involves carrying out works or supplying a service, carries out the following checks to 
ensure that the contractor: 


1.    Is a member of the “Construction Workers Pension Scheme” or equivalent 


2.    Is tax compliant 


3.    Has a current Public & Employers Liability Insurance Policy in place.


4.    Has experience to act as “Project Supervisor Construction Stage” under Health & 
Safety legislation and that they have insurance to cover carrying out this role.


5.    Has experience of the work to be undertaken and that references are checked to 
confirm that the contractor has carried out work to a satisfactory standard in the 
past.


6.    Has not been declared bankrupt.


7.    Has not failed to complete any other contracts.


8.    Can provide a Performance Bond to the value stated in the contract documents.


 South Dublin County Council is required by law to use one of the “Public Works 
Contract” suite of contracts for all works funded fully or partially by exchequer 
funding. Under the terms of this form of contract, following award of a “Works 
Contract” the following ongoing checks and procedures are undertaken:


1.    The contractor is required to submit with each application for payment to the 
Council a “Rates of Pay and Conditions of Employment Certificate” in accordance with 
the “Public Works Contract”. This Certificate confirms that contractor is observing the 
conditions of contract in regard to:


a.    Rates of pay and the conditions of employment (including in relation to pension 
contributions) of each work person to comply with all applicable statutory provisions, 
and those rates and conditions are no less favourable than those for the relevant 
category of work person in any employment agreements registered under the 
Industrial Relations Acts 1946 to 2004 


b.    Payment of Wages Act 1991


c.     Payment of Pension Contributions


d.    Deductions from employees pay made and paid on, as required by law 


e.    In relation to the employment of work persons on the Site, the Safety, Health 
and Welfare at Work Act, 2005 and all employment law including the Employment 
Equality Act 1998, the Industrial Relations Acts 1946 to 2004, the National Minimum 
Wage Act 2000, regulations, codes of practices, legally binding determinations of the 
Labour Court and registered employment agreements under those Laws have been 
observed.


2.    Site checks are undertaken to confirm that the contractor is complying with 
Safety, Health and Welfare at Work legislation. Also construction projects undertaken 
by contractors on public roads are controlled by the requirements of the Council's 
Roadmap system. 


3.    Ongoing checks are undertaken to ensure that the contractor’s insurance policies 
remain in force.  


In addition to the Council’s actions, all construction sites are open to inspection by 
the Health & Safety Authority.  The Authority undertakes approximately 16,000 
inspections per annum, the aims of which are principally to ensure statutory 
compliance and address significant risks.”
Councillor Looney stated that he was happy with the detailed report received from the Manager and wished to ask the Manager the following questions:

· Is there an individual within the Council who polices current contracts

· What can the Council/State do to make sure all future contracts have proof of compliance

· What action is taken where a Contractor has failed to comply 

Mr. E. Conroy, the County Architect, replied to the Members queries.  The Council currently has a procedure for requesting and checking compliance with Regulations during the tendering process.

However this is a difficult area to police on a daily basis and Mr. Conroy undertook to investigate any complaints of non compliance by a Contractor to the Council received by him in writing.

The Motion was AGREED.
M12/0511
LITTER & DOG FOULING CAMPAIGN

It was proposed by Councillor T. Delaney, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:
“That the Manager will commit to a new and aggressive campaign to tackle the escalating problems of litter and dog fouling in our public areas.”

REPORT:

“The Council's Strategy in relation to tackling the litter problem 
(including the issue 
of dog fouling) in the county is set out  in the Council's current Litter 
Management Plan 2008 - 11. The Plan is currently under Review, the initial 
stage of which was discussed at the Environment SPC on Tuesday 3 May 2011. A 
progress report detailing the various campaigns and achievements under the 
current 
Plan was presented and the possibilities for inclusion/prioritisation 
of future campaigns was discussed.


Also presented for consideration was an amended Plan and a process 
of 
consultation is now underway with a view to adopting a Plan for the 2011 - 14 
period. The outcome of the consultation period and a new Litter Management Plan 
2011 - 14 will be brought before the Council for adoption in the coming months. 
Members that wish to raise particular issues, such as dog fouling, should 
do so by 
contacting the Environment Department.


In the meantime, Awareness, Cleansing and Enforcement campaigns continue to 
be
implemented in line with the priorities set out in the current plan.”
Councillor Delaney spoke on the Motion and stated that this issue was causing a lot of concern to residents and he felt that the poster campaign was not aggressive enough and felt the Council needed a sub-committee to work on an action plan to help alleviate the littering problem in general.

There followed a debate with contributions from Councillors T. Ridge, E. Walsh, J. Lahart, M. Corr, C. Jones, P. Kearns,  G. O’Connell, M. Duff, M. Devine, E. Higgins and B. Lawlor.

The main concerns and areas of discussion were:

· Strengthening of the poster campaign to make more aggressive

· Inviting Litter Wardens to schools to raise awareness among children of responsibilities of dog owners

· Need for education among dog owners in general and cultural change in relation to littering

· Use of extra staff now deployed to Public Realm in dealing with problem

· Need for sub-group to explore how to tackle certain areas of concern

· Use of CCTV 

· Need for dedicated bins for dog litter

· Target dog owners who have dog licenses by texting details of fines for offenders

Ms P. Poole, Deputy Manager and Director of Environmental Services, responded to the Members by stating that additional staff now deployed to this area were currently lifting approximately 200 wheelie bins of litter per day.  She also informed the Members that the Wardens do go to schools and, to encourage participation by schools, the Council’s Beautiful South Competition had included a schools category for this year.

She agreed that a workshop beyond the realm of the SPC would be useful to get new ideas in tackling litter problems and stated that any efforts need to be backed up by enforcement which proved quite difficult at times.

In relation to using details of dog owners who had licences the Council had issues in relation to data protection but could make details available on the website.  Data protection had also hampered the “name and shame” aspect of litter problem.
Councillor T. Delaney thanked the Manager for the report and Members for their support.
 The Motion was AGREED.
M13/0511
MULTI UNIT DEVELOPMENT ACT 2011 (2)

It was proposed by Councillor C. Bond, seconded by Councillor M. Corr that the following Motion be MOVED  AND  RE-ENTERED:
“This Council welcomes the implementation of the Multi Unit Development Act 2011 and the requirement on developers to vest common areas with Owner’s Management Companies by September 30th 2011 and furthermore states that the Planning Department shall not recommend to Developers the vesting of common areas to Owners Management Companies that are appropriate to be taken in charge by the local authority.”
M14/0511
ILLEGAL DUMPING 


As Councillor B. Bonner was not in the Chamber the following motion FELL in accordance with Standing Order 20:

“That the Manager would take measures to address the problem of illegal dumping and littering which is a problem county wide and is bound to get much worse once the waiver system is ended.”
M15/0511
SUMMER PROJECT VEC FUNDING

It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor B. Lawlor:
“That this Council calls on the Minister for Children to immediately address the delay in allocating necessary funding through Co Dub VEC to Summer Project schemes through-out South Dublin County. This Council notes that projects in Dublin Mid West are particularly dependent on this funding and may not go ahead without the matter being resolved.”

REPORT:

“Summer Projects traditionally provided the opportunity for children to avail of healthy 
activities and educational trips outside their areas, who might not normally do so. They were also a great opportunity to recruit new volunteers. Now more then ever, there is a need to provide such activities. 


The council has allocated funding from the community budget to provide for 35 
projects across the County. 


We understand that the VEC have now received their allocation from the Department.” 

Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community, reported to Councillor C. Jones that he had been informed late on Thursday that funding for the projects had become available.

Councillor Jones thanked the Manager for the report and also informed the meeting that as Lucan was not considered a RAPID area she felt it was at a disadvantage when requesting funding.   

The Motion was AGREED.
The Meeting concluded 5.15pm.
Signed:____________________

Mayor 

Date:______________________
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