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	COMHAIRLE CONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS


	SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE

(Dealing with Environment, Housing and Community)
HELD ON 18th April, 2011
PRESENT
	Councillors
	Councillors

	Corr M.
	Kearns P

	Duff M. (Apologies)
	King C.

	Hannon J.
	Walsh E.

	Lawlor B.
	Bond C.

	Looney D.
	Devine M.

	
	


It was agreed by the Committee that in the absence of An Cathaoirleach, Councillor Mick Duff that Councillor M. Corr would chair the meeting. 
OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Senior Executive Officers
	W. Sheils, J. Quinlivan, H, Hogan, C. Lehane

	Senior Engineer
	D. Finch

	Senior Staff Officer
	A. Rooney

	Staff Officer
	E. Conlon

	Assistant Staff Officer
	L. Mockler

	
	

	
	


T/207/11
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 21st March, 2011 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.  

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Tallaght Area Committee held on 21st March, 2011 be ADOPTED and APPROVED".

COMMUNITY BUSINESS

T/208/11
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions 1 - 2, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/209/11
SITE OF THE PROPOSED COMMUNITY CENTRE
QUESTION: Councillor C. Bond
"To ask the Manager to provide an update on the site of the proposed community centre on the Old Court Road?"

REPLY:

The proposal to build a new Community Centre at Ballycragh has been through the Part 8 planning process and the Architectural Services Department is currently working on the design drawings for the project. It is envisaged that the project will go to tender mid September which should ensure that work would start on site before the end of the year. 
In order to save costs in these difficult times, it is proposed to provide the Quantity Surveying services for this project in-house and we also expect to retain the services of a Structural Engineer from the Council's Framework Panel
T/210/11
 FUNDING AVAILABLE FOR RESIDENT GROUPS IN TALLAGHT AREA

QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine
"To ask the Manager what supports and funding are available for resident groups in the Tallaght area in order to encourage and enable them get established in their communities?"



REPLY:

The Community Services Department has a team of Community Workers who can provide practical help and advice to residents groups and other community organisations on a wide variety of issues. These include organisational and governance issues as well as in-depth knowledge of local authority and other state agencies and how they may be of use to such groups and associations.
The Community Workers can also help with information on funding in general and the Council's Community Grants Scheme in particular. Details of the Community Grants Scheme can be viewed by accessing the link below.
Many of the Community Workers sit on various management committees and boards and contribute their knowledge and expertise in this way to the community. They are also very familiar with the various central government funding streams and are in a position to advise groups about these funding streams and to advise them if they may be able to submit an application.
                  

http://communityservices.southdublin.ie/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=22&Itemid=51         

T/211/11
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

Application for Arts Grants

Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received


	Amount

	Agf 715
	Tallaght Probation Project
	Grant Assistance towards promotion and materials of exhibition
	4/4/2011
	€600


Application for Arts Contribution

An Application for an Arts Contribution under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this contribution, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received


	Amount

	Greenhills College
	Assistance towards costs of mounting and production of Visual Arts Exhibition
	24/03/2011
	€150

	St Dominic’s Community Centre
	Assistance towards costs of art workshops for young people
	29/3/2011
	€250


Mr. W. Shiels, Senior Executive Officer, summarised the report.

It was PROPOSED by Councillor M. Corr, SECONDED by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report.”
T/212/11
NEW WORKS


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading
T/213/11
CORRESPONDENCE



It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/214/11
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/215/11
LITTLE MONSTERS YOUTH CLUB IN JOBSTOWN
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“That this Committee acknowledges the hard work and effort of the Little Monsters Youth Club in Jobstown in organising and staging the "Pride of Jobstown" event, that we acknowledge the strong and progressive leadership displayed by their participation in and creation of this event and support the possibility of encouraging similar events throughout the Tallaght area.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“The Mayor of South Dublin County Council made presentations at the Pride of Jobstown Awards which this year were sponsored by the Dublin Bus Community Support Programme and organised by The Little Monsters Club.  They have won several awards including the Council’s Beautiful South County Dublin in which The Little Monsters efforts to improve their environment saw them victorious in the category for youth initiative in these prestigious awards.  Their work was also acknowledged in the Foroiges Community Spirit Awards. 

South Dublin County Council continues to work with a wide variety of community groups throughout the Jobstown and the wider Tallaght area.  Staff from the various Departments including Community Services, Environment and Housing work on a day to day basis with the groups and support their activities.  Staff also work with residents and community organisations to replicate successful projects in other communities.” 

Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr and C. King contributed, Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer replied to queries raised.



The Report was NOTED.

T/216/11
COMMEND STAFF AND OFFICIALS OF THE COUNCIL ON ST. PATRICK’S DAY CELEBRATIONS 
The following Motion in the name of Councillor D. Looney was NOT REACHED:
“That this Committee commends the staff and officials of the Council on their efforts in organising the St. Patrick's Day celebrations in Tallaght Stadium, and that the Manager presents a report highlighting the positives of the event and the challenges for future events.”
An informal discussion took place to congratulate the Manager on the success of the St. Patrick’s Day Celebrations to which Councillors C. King and M. Corr contributed.
HOUSING BUSINESS
T/217/11
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Question no. 3, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/218/11
REPORT ON THE NABCO COMMUNITY CENTRE
QUESTION: Councillor C. King
"To ask the Manager for a detailed report on the NABCO Community Centre on Donomore Park, stating what progress has been made on the redevelopment or otherwise of the site and that the report be inclusive on any other relevant Council Department's input into the process?"

REPLY:
In July 2010, the Council made a decision to grant permission to NABCO for a development under Reg Ref SD10A/0105, comprising the demolition of existing two storey community building and construction of 2 no. buildings comprising a 2 storey, detached 3 bedroom dwelling (92sq.m.) and a 2 storey, 3 bedroom dwelling (103sq.m.) with integrated ground floor community room (36.5sq.m.). 

 

NABCO have confirmed the status of this proposal as follows: "With reference to the Nabco Community Centre at Donomore Park. Plans for redevelopment of the facility will be dependent on the determination of a programme for best use of the facility by the community. Discussions are ongoing with Local and community groups and clubs to determine a programme for best use of the Community Centre.  When these discussions have been concluded, it is envisaged that a clearer picture will be available of the options which may be pursued subject to funding".

Bottom of Form

T/219/11
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/220/11
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/221/11
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading
T/222/11
DETAILED REPORT ON THE CUSHLAWN REFURBISHMENT PROGRAMME
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:
“That this Committee calls on the Manager to provide a detailed report on the future of the ongoing Cushlawn refurbishment programme stating (A) how many of the original houses have not been refurbished, (B) have the remaining houses been inspected to ascertain what works are necessary, (C) How much will these works cost, (D) where is the funding coming from and (E) When are the remaining works due to commence and be completed.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“The Council has just completed the tendering process for the engagement of a contractor for Phase III of the Council's Refurbishment Programme in Cushlawn in Tallaght. Under Phase I, 148 dwellings and under Phase II, 95 dwellings were refurbished in the Cushlawn Estate. Phase III will see a further 77 dwellings refurbished. Following completion of Phase III, there are approximately 65 dwellings that will not have been refurbished under previous phases or though re-letting works.

Contracts have been signed with the successful tenderer, Gem Construction Limited, and work is scheduled to commence on site in May 2011. The County Architect has estimated the cost of the Phase III works at €2.79m and that the duration of the works will be in the order of 12 months. 90% of the cost of Phase III is being provided by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government with the remaining 10% being provided from the Council's own resources. All of the dwellings included in Phase III have been inspected. Those 65 dwellings which are not in Phase III and have not been refurbished beforehand have not been inspected at this stage. Following completion of Phase III, the Council will make a proposal to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to have the outstanding dwellings refurbished under Phase IV.

The following is the general scope of works that will be carried out under Phase III of the programme as required and, where possible, in each case:

· A full electrical upgrade 

· Plumbing repairs 

· Upgrade of heating systems 

· New windows and exterior doors 

· Repairs to internal doors and skirtings, floorboards and stairs 

· Plastering repairs to internal walls and ceilings 

· External and limited internal painting and decor 

· New fitted kitchen 

· New vinyl floor covering in bathroom and kitchen 

· Limited wall tiling above worktop in kitchen and splash-backs in bathroom 

· New fire surround and hearth in living room, removal of kitchen fireplace and hearth 

· Cavity wall and attic insulation 

· Rear post and plank fencing or wall repairs 

· Front and side boundary repairs 

· Side passage gates and replacement of fuel shed doors and some roofs”
Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, M. Corr and J. Hannon contributed, Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.
The Report was NOTED.
T/223/11
STATUS REPORT ON UNMAINTAINED AND UNSUPERVISED OPEN SPACE IN KILMARTIN ESTATE
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor M. Devine:
“That the Manager provides a status report to this Committee on the matter of unmaintained and unsupervised open space to the rear and side of houses in Kilmartin Estate in Fettercairn.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“A project to deal with the open spaces between Kilmartin Estate and the Outer Ring Road was included in the list of potentially suitable projects which might be undertaken as part of the Public Realm Initiative. 

The Public Realm initiative was established as part of the Budget 2010 process.  It was agreed that this would track income and as such the final amount in 2010 was €300,000 with an additional €300,000 being allocated in the 2011 budget.  This fund was not to form part of the routine maintenance of an area but rather it would transform an area by eliminating the need to maintain it into the future e.g. that it would not be necessary to continually send in crews to remove dumping, graffiti, cut grass, etc.

In August 2010 a process was initiated with the Members to identify sites where this one-off spend would completely eradicate a problem. Each site was reviewed and in some cases the problem had been resolved, funding was available elsewhere to tackle it or in others it was a matter of routine maintenance and did not fulfill the criteria of the Public Realm Fund.  In particular, this covered areas where littering was an on-going issue.

The lands at the rear of Kilmartin are considered suitable for a one off spend and this project will be included with others in respect of which a small internal Task Force will be established to explore and develop creative solutions to problem sites and when such solutions are established, they will be costed and prioritised as appropriate.

In the meantime arrangements have been made to plant 170 thorny shrubs abutting the palisade fencing at a number of locations at the rear of Kilmartin which it is hoped will deter intruders from encroaching on the area when they become established.”
Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr and C. King contributed, Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.

The Report was NOTED.
T/224/11
RE-PLANTING OF GREEN SPACE AT KILTALOWN GREEN/CRESCENT/HEIGHTS
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:
“That this Committee calls on the Manager to arrange for the immediate re-planting of the limited green space at Kiltalown Green/Crescent/Heights which was expected to be planted with grass to a high standard after the infill development in the area was completed.”

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“This area requires to be supplemented with topsoil as site investigations into the absence of growth after seeding, have revealed a deficit of topsoil.

An instruction has been issued to the Contractor to supplement the topsoil, rotovate and re-seed.  This is scheduled for mid-April at the start of the grass planting season.  The relevant finance has been held in retention to ensure the proper execution of the works.”
Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King and M. Corr contributed, Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised
The Report was NOTED.
ENVIRONMENT  BUSINESS

T/225/11
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions 4 – 8,  be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/226/11
FORTNIGHTLY CLEANSING OF MAIN ROADS IN WEST TALLAGHT STUDY AREA
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr
"To ask the Manager to ensure prompt and regular fortnightly cleansing of main roads within the remit of the West Tallaght study area, given the regular littering of theses roads and the slow response to cleansing due to resource restrictions which should now be alleviated through the redeployment of former waste collection staff?"



REPLY:
The current terms of the Council's road-sweeping schedule provide for the sweeping of main roads in the County once each month and this is supplemented by the responses provided by staff in the Cleansing and other sections of the Council.  It is not considered appropriate to increase the frequency of the schedule as the availability of Cleansing staff to provide effective responses is now greatly improved due to the removal of the necessity for Cleansing staff to be assigned to refuse collection duties.

T/227/11
NEW LITTER BINS
QUESTION: Councillor J. Hannon
"To ask the Manager to confirm when new litter bins will be erected, given that it is now almost 2 years since any bins have been provided and having regard to previous commitments given to me that this issue would be resolved in March 2011?"



REPLY:
In line with recent reports provided in relation to the litter bin installation programme, the litter bin installation list and collection routes are currently being reviewed and the installation of litter bins will resume shortly.

T/228/11
CLEAN UP OF THE AREA ALONG THE PODDLE RIVER
QUESTION: Councillor P. Kearns
"To ask the Manager to arrange for a clean up of the area along the Poddle river from Wellington Lane to Templeville Road as it is in a very bad state?"



REPLY:
The area in question will be examined by the local Litter Warden and any clean up required will be arranged between the relevant sections including Cleansing, Drainage and Parks.

T/229/11
ROAD SWEEP IN THE ORWELL PARK/GLENDOWN AREA
QUESTION: Councillor P. Kearns
"To ask the Manager to arrange for a road sweep in the Orwell Park/Glendown area to enhance work carried out recently by local residents?"



REPLY:
The roads within the estates in question are swept once every quarter under the Council's road-sweeping schedule and the last and next scheduled sweeps are shown below:

	Street / Area
	Last Sweep
	Next Sweep

	Glendown Avenue
	28/03/2011
	27/06/2011

	Glendown Court
	28/03/2011
	27/06/2011

	Glendown Drive
	28/03/2011
	27/06/2011

	Glendown Green
	28/03/2011
	27/06/2011

	Glendown Grove
	28/03/2011
	27/06/2011

	Glendown Lawn
	28/03/2011
	27/06/2011

	Glendown Park
	28/03/2011
	27/06/2011

	Orwell Park Avenue
	28/03/2011
	27/06/2011

	Orwell Park Close
	28/03/2011
	27/06/2011

	Orwell Park Crescent
	28/03/2011
	27/06/2011

	Orwell Park Dale
	25/03/2011
	24/06/2011

	Orwell Park Drive
	28/03/2011
	27/06/2011

	Orwell Park Glade
	25/03/2011
	24/06/2011

	Orwell Park Glen
	28/03/2011
	27/06/2011

	Orwell Park Green
	28/03/2011
	27/06/2011

	Orwell Park Grove
	28/03/2011
	27/06/2011

	Orwell Park Heights
	25/03/2011
	24/06/2011

	Orwell Park Lawns
	25/03/2011
	24/06/2011

	Orwell Park Rise
	25/03/2011
	24/06/2011

	Orwell Park View
	25/03/2011
	24/06/2011

	Orwell Park Way
	28/03/2011
	27/06/2011


In addition, the main roads are swept once each month.  The most recent sweeps in the area, carried out at the end of the last month have complemented the welcome clean up work carried out by local residents.

T/230/11
PROVIDE THREE LITTER BINS IN THE WORK AREA
QUESTION: Councillor P. Kearns
"To ask the Manager to provide three litter bins in the Work area. One at the bus stop on Willington Road just after the roundabout, and the other two on either side of Osprey Road at the entrance into the estate. In light of the tremendous work done by the residents association in that area and the considerable amount of money this Council saves as a result of their efforts, I feel it would send a very positive message of appreciation and support if we could oblige their request?"



REPLY:
The Litter Warden for the area will be requested to examine the area and make a recommendation regarding the need for litter bins at the bus stop and at the entrance to the estate.  There is currently a list of both new bin installations and bin replacements to be carried out around the County.

T/231/11
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/232/11
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/233/11
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading
T/234/11
CLEANSING AND SWEEPING OF CENTRE MEDIAN AND KERBSIDES ON OUTER RING ROAD

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“That the Manager arranges for the cleansing and sweeping of the centre median and kerbsides on the new Outer Ring Road as soon as possible.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“The Outer Ring Road is scheduled for cleaning on the week commencing May 2nd. The operation will take several days and the Contractor will be instructed to ensure that the central median is swept off and into the path of the road sweeping truck.”
A discussion took place to which Councillor M. Corr contributed, Mr. J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised. 
The Report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a Headed Item would issue to the next Tallaght Area Committee Meeting dealing with Roads Business.
T/235/11
 FULLY REINSTATE AREAS AT BOHERNABREENA ROAD
It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:
“That urgent action be taken to fully reinstate areas at Bohernabreena Road following works done as part of the Boherboy Scheme, given that the area has been left in a completely unacceptable condition.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“The Completion Tender Documents for the Boherboy Water Supply Scheme have been issued to six Contractors recently and the priced documents are due back by the end of April 2011. The Tender Documents will then be evaluated and a Contractor chosen and appointed by mid May 2011.This chosen Completion Contractor will hopefully be on site in June 2011 and will then start to complete all outstanding works on the Boherboy Water Supply Scheme including the permanent reinstatement of the footpath/cycle track/grass verge on the Old Mill Cabs (northern) side of Bohernabreena Road and the cycle track/grass verge on the Allenton Estate (southern) side of the Bohernabreena Road.”
A discussion took place to which Councillors J. Hannon and C. King contributed, Mr. D. Finch, Senior Engineer, responded to queries raised.


The Report was NOTED
T/236/11
ILLEGAL HORSE OWNERSHIP AND GRAZING ON OPEN SPACES IN THE JOBSTOWN/BROOKFIELD AREAS
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“That the Manager puts in place an urgent action and implementation plan to deal with the matter of illegal horse ownership and grazing on open spaces in the Jobstown/Brookfield areas, noting that there are extreme cases of animal cruelty, major animal welfare issues and public health and safety concerns arising from this practice and the proliferation of horses in and around *address supplied.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“The issue with horses at the location concerned is currently being addressed by the Environment, Housing and Parks Department jointly.  

The Council's Parks Department investigated the matter of horses in the Macuilliam Estate and on the day of inspection, no horses were present.  However, the area will be closely monitored by Parks staff and any loose or wandering horses will be seized and brought to the Council's horse pound.”
A discussion took place to which Councillors, M. Corr, C. King, M. Devine and J. Hannon contributed. Mr. J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.

The Report was NOTED
T/237/11
CLEAN-UP AND REMEDIAL WORKS FOLLOWING THE WATER MAINS REHABILITATION PROGRAMME IN GREENHILLS
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:
“That this Committee urges the full and immediate provision of clean-up and remedial works following the Water Mains Rehabilitation Programme in Greenhills. This Committee recognises the importance of these works and that they require major disruption, but note its unhappiness with the number of footpaths, verges and driveways have been left in a poor state following the works.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“As stated in the Motion, these Watermains Rehabilitation Project works are very important works and will help to almost eliminate burst Watermains, reduce leaks and improve the drinking water quality in the Greenhills area of Walkinstown by replacing the old cast iron Watermains with new ones and replace all old services to the boundary walls of the houses with new ones. There has been some disruption to people lives in the immediate areas where the works are taking place with the water turned off for limited periods and carparking having to be rearranged but overall this has been a very well run and organised project with the householders notified in advance of all works taking place and when and where. South Dublin County Council has received only a small number of complaints which have been dealt with. The Roads Department has been supervising the permanent reinstatement of footpaths and driveways and are more than satisfied with the workmanship. The area that is slightly behind programme is the reinstatement of verges both grass and blacktop.  However, this work will commence shortly.”
Following a contribution from Councillor D. Looney, Mr. D. Finch, Senior Engineer responded to queries raised.
The Report was NOTED.
The Meeting concluded at 3pm.
Siniú:
______________________



Dáta:____________
An Cathoirleach






