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the climate is changing, will you?
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Cloud and Precipitation Simulation
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Weather or Climate

Unravelling the climate change story
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B&C 2008 'Climate Wars'




Monitoring CO: at Mauna Loa since 1957
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Mo, of Days

The average annual number of hot days in eastern Ireland has
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doubled, and cold days have halved over the past 40 years
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Mo, of Days

‘Hot' day = mean temperature > 180 ‘Cold® day = mean temperature < oolo







“Satellite data indicates ¥
that the global average
temperature of the lower
atmosphere during 2010
was statistically
indistinguishable from
that recorded in 1998 -
the hottest year in the
satellite record."
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Global Temperature Record

Fourteen of the fifteen warmest years in
4 the series have now occurred in the past
fourteen years (1995-2009)
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Climate Change is Unequivocal
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Warming of the “
climate system is Gan
unequivocal,

as is now evident
from observations of
increases in global
average air and
ocean temperatures,
widespread melting
of snow and ice and

rising global 7
average sea level. | | | "
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IPCC - Climate Change 2007: Synthesis Report
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Morthern Hemisphere snow cover
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Bleak forecast for the world’s weather

The main points from the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change’'s February 2007 report
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The worst flood ever!




November 2009 rain as a percentage of 1961-1990 normal

More than twice the
average November
amounts were
measured at almost
all stations, and
over three times
the normal amount
fell in some places.
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Large parts of the
country
experienced rainfall
in November that
should normally
only occur once
every 500 years.
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More Rain - More Extremes !!!

There has been LT#
approximately a :
10% increase in _
annual rainfall over..;
parts of Ireland 'y
since the 1970s. &
There has also been ¥
an increase in
extreme rainfall
events

Extreme Wiathes, Climate and Mawral Disasiens in ireland, 2010, Kisty ot al

Media coverage of Climate Change
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Back at 2006 levels of media coverage

Mumber of Articles
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2004-2010 World Newspaper Coverage of Climate Change or Global Warming
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http://sciencepolicy.colorado.edu/media_coverage/




