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	COMHAIRLE CONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS


	SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE

(Dealing with Environment, Housing and Community)
HELD ON 21st MARCH, 2011
PRESENT
	Councillors
	Councillors

	Duff M.
	Kearns P

	Hannon J.
	King C.

	Lawlor B.
	Walsh E.

	Looney D.
	Bond C.

	
	Devine M.

	
	


Councillor Pamela Kearns chaired the meeting.
Councillor Pamela Kearns welcomed the two new members of the Committee, Councillor Chris Bond and Councillor Máire Devine.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Senior Executive Officers
	M. Fagan, A. Jacob, W. Sheils, C. Lehane

	Senior Engineer
	D. Finch

	Administrative Officer
	P. Fleming, S. Kelly

	Senior Staff Officer
	A. Rooney

	Staff Officer
	E. Conlon

	A/Assistant Staff Officer
	L. Mockler

	
	


T/134/11
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 28th February, 2011 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.  

It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Tallaght Area Committee held on 28th February, 2011 be ADOPTED and APPROVED".

HOUSING BUSINESS

T/135/11
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Question no. 1, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/136/11
PROGRESS OF THE ASH, CBLS AND OTHER NEW OR UPDATED HOUSING INITIATIVES

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
"To ask the Manager to report on progress in the area under the remit of this Committee of the ASH, CBLS and other new or updated housing initiatives, and to make a statement on the matter?"
REPLY:

Applicant Sourced Homes.

To date, 220 expressions of interest have been received from owners of properties within the Tallaght Area Committee's area to have their properties considered for inclusion in the Social Housing Leasing Initiative of which 28 were sourced by way of the ASH programme. 

The properties proposed cover a broad range of unit types and are at varying locations within the Committee area. A total of 132 of these properties were made available by the owners for Council inspection for compliance with leasing standards, of which 60 cases including 6 ASH cases, remain in progress. These properties are now at various stages of assessment and inspection for suitability for inclusion in the Leasing scheme. 

Lease agreements have been finalised in the cases of 20 properties including 4 ASH cases and have been made available for tenanting.   

It is anticipated that the leasing initiative will gather momentum as a source of social housing provision for housing applicants as the availability of standard Council owned property declines and as central capital funds continue to be directed towards provision of social housing through leasing. The leasing target agreed for the Council with the Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government for this year is 200.

 

Choiced Based Lettings. 

Since July 2010 the Council advertised 50 vacant dwellings, 33 in Tallaght South and 17 in Clondalkin. The outcomes are detailed below.

	Area
	No. Advertised
	Allocated CBL
	Allocated Offer – for Priority Cases
	Allocated by Offer due to length of vacancy – No Expressions of Interest received
	Tenant Sourced – dwelling under relet repairs 
	No Expression of Interest received to be re-advertised

	Tallaght
	33
	17
	6
	2
	5
	3

	Clondalkin
	17
	10
	4
	0
	3
	0


T/137/11
ANTI-SOCIAL STATISTICS 

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“The table below provides statistical analysis of reported anti social activity in the Tallaght area on a quarterly basis.  In the 4th quarter of 2010, a total of 111 incidents of anti social behaviour were recorded on foot of which 400 actions were taken.  In the 4th quarter of 2010 there were 761 working files countywide.

Incidents of anti social behaviour are categorised in accordance with the Council's Anti Social Behaviour Policy Document which was adopted by the Elected Members in 2005 

	Incidents reported
	 1st Qtr 2010
	2nd Qtr 2010
	3rd Qtr 2010
	4th Qtr 2010

	Priority 1
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Drugs Activity reported to SDCC
	2
	9
	11
	4

	Criminal Activity reported to SDCC
	19
	17
	7
	9

	Joyriding reported to SDCC
	3
	3
	2
	1

	Violence/intimidation/ harassment reported to SDCC
	42
	39
	23
	32

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Priority 2
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Squatters/illegal occupiers reported to SDCC
	11
	0
	8
	1

	Vandalism reported to SDCC
	19
	26
	4
	20

	Physical condition of property reported to SDCC
	10
	13
	10
	6

	Racism reported to SDCC
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Vacant House reported to SDCC
	12
	11
	9
	5

	Neighbour Dispute reported to SDCC
	5
	4
	1
	4

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Priority 3
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Noise/disturbance reported to SDCC
	16
	13
	11
	8

	Pets/animal nuisance reported to SDCC
	3
	13
	7
	4

	Children Nuisance reported to SDCC
	26
	24
	12
	16

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 Total Incidents reported
	172
	175
	107
	111

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 Total Complaints
	189
	183
	116
	118

	 Actions
	658
	680
	528
	400

	Housecall
	223
	231
	171
	142

	House Inspections
	5
	9
	7
	6

	Formal Office Interviews
	72
	54
	46
	45

	Phone interviews complainant/tenant
	162
	171
	119
	98

	Referred to HWO
	2
	3
	3
	1

	Referred to EHO
	4
	10
	2
	2

	Referred to Family Support
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Referred to Mediation
	2
	0
	0
	0

	Garda Consultation
	36
	34
	28
	16

	Other SDCC section consulted
	68
	59
	83
	38

	Health Services Consultation 
	3
	0
	0
	0

	Case Conference - Multi Agency
	2
	4
	2
	1

	Case Conference - Internal
	1
	0
	1
	3

	Verbal Warning given
	4
	11
	4
	9

	Warning Letter issued
	3
	0
	0
	4

	Abandonment Notice Served
	1
	1
	1
	4

	Pre-emptive Surrender
	1
	0
	0
	2

	Notice to Quit Served
	3
	0
	0
	0

	Demand for Possession Served
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Excluding Order sought / obtained by Tenant 
	0
	0
	1
	2

	House Surrendered
	9
	6
	5
	1

	Sitexed House
	3
	10
	3
	6

	 Traveller Support worker visit
	1
	0
	0
	0

	 Letter for interview
	29
	36
	21
	10

	File reopened
	13
	18
	18
	4

	Court date
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Decree awarded
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Did not attend for interview
	6
	18
	10
	6

	FOI report issued
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Section 15 requested
	0
	2
	2
	0

	Section 20 eviction
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Tenant transferred
	1
	1
	1
	0

	Referred to law dept
	1
	2
	0
	0

	Total actions
	658
	680
	528
	400


The Council, through the office of its Estate Management Team, hosts weekly Housing Clinics at the following locations:  

Killinarden Community Centre - Every Friday 11am-12noon

Glenshane/Rossfield - 12 Brookfield Court, Every Friday 11-12noon

Mary Mercer – Every Thursday 11am – 12 noon 

Fettercairn Community Centre - Every Wednesday 11am - 12 noon

Macuilliam Housing Development – Every 2nd Thursday 2.30pm – 4.00pm.

However, people are invited to also report incidents of anti social behaviour through the following means – freephone 1800 200 245, telephone 414 9000, through the Customer Care system, by visiting County Hall or the Clondalkin Civic Centre.

Members of the public are encouraged to utilise these clinics and avenues for the purpose of discussing housing related matters including incidents of anti social behaviour in respect of which all such matters are treated with confidentiality.  The clinics are attended by the Allocations Support Officer for the area and the local Community Garda.”
Mr. P. Fleming, Administrative Officer, presented the REPORT.
Following a discussion to which Councillor C. King contributed, Mr. P. Fleming, Administrative Officer, responded to queries raised.  
The report was NOTED.
T/138/11
REPORT ON HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“2010 COMPLETIONS
Fettercairn Phase 2                         29 Units

Avonbeg Phase 4                            7 units

TOTAL                                           36 Units
SCHEMES ON SITE
Fortunestown B Phase 1              4 units - Anticipated completion 2nd Quarter 2011    4 x 3 bed 5 per house

Springfield (Respond VHA)        190 units - Anticipated completion 2nd Quarter 2011

                                                         15 x 3 bed apartment

                                                         48 x 2 bed apartment

                                                         106 x 1 bed apartment

                                                         12 x Group Housing

                                                         9 x Short Term Housing

Macuilliam Playground & Landscaping - Works in progress.  Will be completed 2nd Quarter 2011

TOTAL                                      194 Units
SCHEMES IN PREPARATION
Deerpark 8 Units - Anticipated that Tender report will be available for submission to DoEHLG in October / November 2011. Progress to contract stage in 2012 will be dependent on availability of funding from DoEHLG 2012 allocation.

TOTAL                                      8 Units”
Mr. A. Jacob, Senior Executive Officer, presented the REPORT.

Following a contribution from Councillor C. King , Mr. A. Jacob, Senior Executive Officer, and Mr. M. Fagan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised. 
The report was NOTED.
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T/139/11
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/140/11
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/141/11
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading
T/142/11
PARKING SPACES AT DALETREE TERRACE
It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Councillor C. King:
 “That appropriate action be taken to ensure that parking spaces at Daletree Terrace can be used by residents without hindrance, given that signage provided has not been effective.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The dwellings at Daletree Terrace were built as part of an arrangement with Maplewood Homes Limited.
The roads and services in this development have not yet been Taken-in Charge by the Council and therefore remain the responsibility of the Developer.
When the development is taken in charge by the Council and the roads are declared to be public roads, the parking spaces will form part of the public road and will operate in the same manner as any other public road in that it will not be possible for individuals or groups to reserve them and in the same way that any householder cannot prevent other members of the public from parking on the roadway outside their dwelling.”
Following a discussion to which Councillors J. Hannon and  C. King contributed, Mr. P. Fleming, Administrative Officer, responded to queries raised and it was AGREED that this matter would be raised at a future meeting of the Traffic Management Committee. 
The Report was NOTED.
An Cathaoirleach and all the members of the Committee wished to pass on their condolences to Mr. Hugh Hogan, Senior Executive Officer on the passing of his Mother.
ENVIRONMENT BUSINESS
T/143/11
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions 2 – 5, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/144/11
ROADSWEEP AND GENERAL CLEAN UP ON ST. BRENDAN'S CRESCENT


QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
"To ask the Manager to provide for a roadsweep and general clean up on St Brendan's Crescent and the parallel laneways, Greenhills, Dublin 12?"
REPLY:
St. Brendan's Crescent is on the Council's road-sweeping schedule which provides for roads within estates to be swept every three months.  Accordingly, St. Brendan's Crescent is due to be swept this week and again on the week of 17th June.  Full details of the road-sweeping schedule can be found at this link.

T/145/11
DELAYS IN PICKING UP COUNCIL BINS FROM CUSTOMERS


QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
"To ask the Manager to report on the delays in picking up Council bins from customers who no longer use them, and to confirm current waiting times for pickup as well as waiting times for replacement/re-issuing of Council bins?"
REPLY:
Customers who have left the service have their accounts deactivated and their bins are listed for removal from their premises. Under contractual arrangements in place, a contractor operating on behalf of the Council removes the Brown Bin and Green bins but the refuse collection depot is responsible for removal of black bins.  Both customers who are awaiting delivery of new/replacement bins and those who have changed service provider and are awaiting removal of bins should note that there may be a delay due to staffing resources.  In worst case scenarios this has taken a number of months because of issues within the refuse collection service including prioritisation of refuse collection over delivery/removal of bins, collections having to be rescheduled due to weather etc. as well as numbers waiting on both delivery and removal but recently staff have been assigned to these tasks at every available opportunity and consequently waiting times have reduced.

Bin removal trucks are only operational when there is a full complement of staff available for operating the refuse collection services.  At present staff are currently being allocated to the refuse section from cleansing and burial grounds on a daily basis to ensure that all routes are maintained and therefore both the removal and delivery services are affected.  Customers are informed that they will be notified by text message when removal of their bin is scheduled and are requested to ensure that the bins are empty and accessible for staff.   However, arrangements have also been made so that customers can return their bins to the Civic Amenity, Ballymount, if they are in a position to do so.

T/146/11
LITTER AT ALL BUS STOPS ON THE GREENHILLS ROAD
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

"To ask the Manager to report on litter at all bus stops on the Greenhills Road from Tallaght Village to Walkinstown Roundabout on foot of previous questions raised by this Councillor, and to report on the suitability of provision of litter bins at each stop currently not serviced by such a bin?"
REPLY:
The local Litter Warden regularly monitors the Greenhills Road and reports that some areas there have been identified as possibly requiring litter bins including some bus stops at the Tallaght Village end.  The Warden reports that this is not the case at every bus stop taking into account the pedestrian traffic and litter generated he has witnessed.

As soon as the Cleansing section resume litter bin installations, the areas identified will be assessed by the Cleansing Section to determine their suitability for servicing by crews after which bins will be installed as required.

T/147/11
CLEANUP OF LAND BETWEEN BALLYCULLEN DRIVE & KILLININNY ROAD


QUESTION:
Councillor B. Lawlor
"To ask the Manager could the Council please clean up the litter and rubbish from the green strip of land between Ballycullen Drive and Killininny Road at the rear fence of Firhouse Community School?”
REPLY:
The area in question has been inspected by the local Litter Warden who reports that there is some litter and additional items dumped there.  The Warden has requested a clean up by the Parks Department who are responsible for maintenance of this location.

T/148/11
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/149/11
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/150/11
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading
T/151/11
UNSECURED STORAGE AREA AT ST. BRIDGET’S DRIVE/ST. COLUMBA’S ROAD
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns:
“That this Committee calls for the immediate removal of the unsecured storage area at the cul-de-sac of St. Bridget's Drive/St. Columba's Rd used by the Contractor for the Water Mains Rehabilitation Scheme in Greenhills due to the health and safety risk and inconvenience posed to local residents.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ and NOTED:

“The storage area at the cul de sac of St. Bridget’s Drive/ St. Columba’s Road associated with the Watermains Rehabilitation Project has been removed and the area cleaned up.”
T/152/11
DAMAGED BINS IN THE TALLAGHT AREA
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns:
“That the Manager inform this Committee if there is any intention to carry out a programme to inspect and replace damaged bins in the Tallaght area. There are a large number of green bins, possibly damaged during the adverse weather conditions or through other means. Some of the bins contain materials other that that which can be recycled.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

The Council's Cleansing Section conduct routine inspections of litter bin installations and programme replacement bins as part of their normal work programmes. Any particular locations of damaged bins should be notified to the Cleansing Section from where they will be investigated and followed up.
Following a discussion to which Councillor M. Duff contributed, Ms. S. Kelly, Administrative Officer, responded to queries raised. 
T/153/11
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
It was proposed by Councillor C. King and AGREED in accordance with Standing Orders no 74 to suspend Standing Orders to deal with the following Emergency Motion - 

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor D. Looney:

“That this Committee states its opposition to the privatization of the Waste Services in the Tallaght and the greater SDCC area and states its disappointment at the lack of consultation on the matter despite the fact that it is an executive decision.”

COMMUNITY BUSINESS

T/154/11
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Question no. 6, be ADOPTED and APPROVED."

T/155/11
PROPOSED DRESSING ROOM ON TALLAGHT COMMUNITY SCHOOL’S LANDS


QUESTION: Councillor M. Duff
"To ask the Manager to report if the offer made by Tallaght Community School to provide a dressing room on the school's land, for use by teams using the pitches at Tymon Park, has progressed and has the Manager decided to accept the TCS offer?"
REPLY:
The Council did have a preliminary meeting a few years ago with interested parties namely Leinster Branch of IRFU representing Tallaght Rugby Club and Tallaght Community School on the provision of suitable dressing rooms on unused school land adjacent to the area of Tymon Park which sites the pitches used for Rugby. While there was general agreement on the proposal at the meeting from all parties involved the matter was left for the Leinster Branch of the IRFU to revert back to the Council to progress further. This has not occurred since. There is of course a financial cost attached to the proposal and at the time of the initial discussion Sports Capital Grants were available but unfortunately this is not now the case. 
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T/156/11
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
Applications for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF1964
	Carrigmore Residents Association
	Start Up Costs for Community Groups
	12/07/10
	€1,000

	GF1999
	Spraoi- Brookfield Youth & Community Centre
	Minor Equipment Grant
	18/02/11
	€742.00


Application for Arts Contribution
An Application for an Arts Contribution under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this contribution, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

 

	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	L’Atelier Art Workshop
	Assistance towards costs of creating an open art studio for the community
	2/02/2011
	€1000

	Tallaght Home School Community Liaison Cluster
	Assistance towards costs of reading materials & workshops for ‘One Author, One Tallaght’ project in 12 DEIS schools in Tallaght
	7/03/2011
	€500


Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer, summarised the report.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and RESOLVED:


“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report.”
T/157/11
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/158/11
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/159/11
POTENTIAL FOR FURTHER EVENTS TO PROMOTE INCLUSION, LGBT RIGHTS AND AWARENESS OF GAY HISTORY
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Duff:

“That this Committee requests the Manager, in light of the ongoing efforts to promote inclusion, LGBT rights and awareness of gay history by this Council, particularly through the County Library, to investigate the potential for further events in the Tallaght area, either as part of the upcoming Dublin Pride festival or as separate events, and to make a statement on the matter.”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

As part of Social Inclusion Week 2010 the Social Inclusion Unit had the screening of “A Bit of the Other” directed by Edmund Lynch in County Library Tallaght. It was well attended and it is proposed that as part of Social Inclusion Week 2011 an event will be organized to promote inclusion and the LGBT Community. The Social Inclusion Unit will be working in partnership with County Library Tallaght to organise this event.  County Library have their own programme of events which is organized by Mark Ward. In the month of June the event below has been organised:  

DID ANYONE NOTICE US? GAY VISIBILITY IN THE IRISH MEDIA 1973 - 1993 COUNTY LIBRARY TALLAGHT
South Dublin County Council’s Social Inclusion Unit and Library Services are delighted to present Edmund Lynch’s ‘DID ANYONE NOTICE US?’ Gay Visibility in the Irish Media 1973 to 1993. The screening will take place on Tuesday 22nd June at 7.00 pm in County Library, Tallaght (last stop on the LUAS Red- Line). This is part of the LGBTQ Pride Festival 2010.

Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer, presented the REPORT.
Following a discussion to which Councillors D. Looney, M. Duff, C. King and P. Kearns contributed, Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised. 

The REPORT was NOTED.
Councillor C. King congratulated the Manager and staff on the event held in the Tallaght Stadium on St. Patrick’s Day.  
The meeting concluded at 4.25 p.m.
Siniú: 
_________________________


Dáta: _____________


An Cathaoirleach






