COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, April 11, 2011

QUESTION NO.14

Question:  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he will provide a report on the existing position in regard to the Council's Parks Deports, including the location of each Depot, the area of the site and buildings at each Depot, the activities taking place in each Depot, the number of staff based at each Depot, and information on other facilities, such as sports facilities, dressing rooms etc., included within a Depot site? 
Reply:

There is in excess of 4,000 acres of public open space throughout the County and the areas range in size from in excess of 300 acres to small residential open spaces.  The open spaces fall in to 3 main categories i.e. Regional Park, Neighbourhood Parks and Residential Open Spaces and these are maintained and supported by a network of Depots strategically placed to achieve maximum efficiency having regard to location, scale, travel time, activities and amenities.
The core activities of the Parks Department revolve around routine work and seasonal programmes and these are outlined as follows:

· Grass Cutting at various frequencies occur across the wide spectrum of open space held and priority is given to the cutting of the 150 football pitches on a rota basis to ensure that they remain playable through the playing season (March to October).

· The Arb Programme, which operates from October to March involves Tree planting/removal, pruning, hedge cutting, flowerbed renewal and maintenance and the planting of bulbs.

· An extensive network of footpaths, nature walks, cycle tracks and Sli na Sláinte routes are maintained throughout the year. 

· Routine maintenance and improvement works are carried out on an ongoing basis on barriers, gates, fencing, lakes and water courses.
· Roadside verges and roundabouts are addressed, where possible, within the resources available and in recent years substantial costs are now being incurred on Health & Safety issues associated with this work.

· A Park Ranger service is operated throughout the year primarily concentrating on the Council’s Regional Parks.

· Horse round ups, removal of abandoned vehicles, maintenance and upkeep of Allotments are among other duties performed by the Parks Staff.

· Unfortunately in recent years there is an ever increasing cost incurred on clean ups, the removal of litter, removal of bonfire material and post bonfire clean ups which result in the necessity to hire skips for each Depot to store these materials prior to their disposal.  In this instance disposal costs are also considerable.  
Details of the Depots, their areas of operation, size and additional activities are set out hereunder:
TYMON AREA 

Main Depot:

Tymon 
Location:


Tymon Regional Park

Area:



4.75 acres

Buildings:
Office, Canteen, Workshop, Stores, Toilets, Education Centre.
Core Activities:  
As outlined above.

Other Activities:
Management of Tymon/Friarstown Allotments and maintenance of lands adjacent to National Basketball Arena
Maintenance Staff: 
23
Pitches:


53 
Sub Depot:

Rathfarnham 0.6 acres

Building:


Office, Canteen, Toilets

Core Activities:

As outlined above – Rathfarnham Castle

Maintenance Staff: 
10

Pitches:


11
CORKAGH AREA
Main Depot:

Corkagh           
Location:


Corkagh Regional Park

Area:



3.55 acres

Buildings:
Office, Canteen, Workshop, Machinery Building, Toilets, Visitors Centre.
Core Activities:

As outlined above 

Other Activities:
Fishery, Tourist Caravan Park, Pet Farm, and Corkagh Train
Maintenance Staff: 
25
Pitches:


20.  Also baseball and cricket areas     

Sub Depot:

Rathcoole .92 acres

Building:


Office, Canteen, Workshop, Toilets

Core Activities:

As above 

Maintenance Staff: 
8
Pitches:


21
Sub Depot:

Sean Walsh Park Depot, 1.2 acres

Building:


Office, Canteen, Store, Workshop, Toilet

Core Activities:

As above

Maintenance Staff: 
10

Pitches:


11. Also Tallaght Stadium Pitch.
ESKER AREA

Main Depot:

Esker 
Location:


Esker Lane

Area:



3.31 acres

Buildings:
Office, Canteen, Workshop, Machinery Building, Store, Toilets.

Core Activities:

As above 

Other Activities:


Maintenance Staff: 
25
Pitches:


23     

Sub Depot:

Waterstown Park .21 acres
Building:
Office, Canteen, Machinery Building, Toilets 
Core Activities:

As above

Maintenance Staff: 
5

Pitches:


9
Sub Depot:

Grange Nurseries 
Area;



3.55 acres
Building:
Office, Canteen, Machinery Building, Toilets 
Core Activities:

As above

Maintenance Staff: 
11

Pitches:


11
The above detail excludes the upkeep and maintenance of Grange 

Castle Golf Club.
